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INTRODUCTION. 


Ih  the  second  volume  of  the  Marquess  Wellesley'a  Official 
Papers,  it  appears  that  his  Lordship  had  tendered  his  resig- 
nation of  the  office  of  Governor-General  to  the  Court  of 
Directors.  The  motives  of  that  resignation  are  explained  in 
the  letter  of  the  Governor-General  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Henry  Addington  (then  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  &c.), 
dated  lOth  of  January  1802,  an  extract  of  which  letter  is 
here  published.  To  that  document  is  annexed  the  letter  of 
the  Court  of  Directors,  requesting  his  Lordship  to  continue 
in  the  government  of  India  until  January  1804.  To  these 
letters  are  added  extracts  from  the  Govemor-General's 
Notes  relative  to  the  late  transactions  in  the  Mahratta  Empire, 
dated  Fort  Wilham,  December  15th,  1803.  These  extracts 
will  serve  to  illustrate  the  nature  of  the  constitution  of  the 
Mahratta  Empire,  and  to  explain  more  fully  the  subject  of 
this  volume. 

The  first  letter  in  the  series  of  despatches  published  in  this 
volume  signifies  to  the  Court  of  Directors  that  the  Marquess 
Wellesley  had  deemed  it  to  be  his  public  duty  to  continue  in 
India  beyond  the  period  fixed  by  his  original  letter  of  resig- 
nation, in  consequence  of  the  state  of  afiMrs  in  the  Mahratta 
Empire. 

The  subsequent  documents  contain  a  detailed  relation  of 
the  transactions  with  the  Mahratta  States,  and  of  the  causes, 
commencement,  progress,  and  issue  of  the  war,  down  to  the 
peace  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar. 
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(Extract) 

7Sf  Marqueu  /Felletley  to  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Addington. 

Mt  Dear  Six,  GawDpore,  Jon.  10,  1802. 

Id  my  despatch  to  the  Court  of  Directors  notifyb);  mj  reeigaation  of 
tbU  jifOrerDiiieiit,  I  have  auigned  no  other  causes  for  that  step  than  the 
Bucceasful  accomplUhment  of  the  most  essential  bnmches  of  m;  geoend 
plans  for  the  security  of  this  Empire,  the  general  prosperity  of  the  exist* 
ing  state  of  our  afisirs  id  India,  an<t  my  expectation  of  completing  in  the 
course  of  the  current  year  as  great  a  proportion  of  improvement  in  various 
departments  of  the  Company's  afliurs  in  India,  as  I  could  hope  lo  accom- 
plish within  any  period  of  time  to  which  my  government  could  be  reasonably 
protracted.  I  am  however  aware  that  considerable  public  benefit  might 
be  expected  in  India  from  the  continued  operation  of  the  established  au- 
thority of  my  administration  until  the  end  of  the  year  1803,  or  until  t 
peace  with  France  shall  take  place ;  and  1  am  not  insensible  of  the  advan- 
tage which  might  be  derived  to  my  public  character  by  such  an  extenuon 
of  my  residence  in  India,  as  should  enable  me  to  bring  into  more  imme- 
diate profit  to  the  Company  the  fraila  of  my  services.  But  my  contbuance 
in  India  is  precluded  by  powerfnl  causes ;  and  my  administration  is  brought 
to  a  premature  conclusion  by  the    authority    most    interested    in    its 


A  due  consideration  of  the  relation  in  which  I  stand  towards  the  Court 
of  Directors,  as  a  servant  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  a  sense  of  the 
propriety  of  observing  a  submissive  and  respectful  deportment  in  all  my 
official  communications  with  the  Court,  have  induced  me  to  absttun  from 
any  official  record  of  Jhe  real  and  efficient  causes  of  my  resignation. 

These  causes  are  reducible  to  the  three  following  general  points : — 

First. — That  the  Court  of  Directors  has  manifested  a  want  of  confidence 
in  my  administration  of  their  affairs. 

Secondly. — That  the  Court  of  Directors  bos  recently  been  pleased  to 
interfere  directly  in  several  of  the  most  important  details  of  the  local  exe- 
cutive govenmient  of  India  ^  in  ihedismissioD  of  persons  employed  with  my 
full  confidence  and  approbation  for  the  ordinory  despatch  of  business,  and 
in  the  selection  of  others,  in  whom  I  cannot  confide,  and  whose  appoint- 
ment b  entirely  contrary  to  my  judgment ;  and  that  the  Court  has  pldnly 
disclosed  an  intention  of  pursuing  a  similar  system  of  direct  interposition 
in  the  fiiture  local  government  of  these  possessions,  and  in  the  choice  of 
persons  to  be  employed  in  the  subordinate  executive  departments  of  this 
Empire. 

Thirdly. — That  the  Court  of  Directors  has  positively  disapproved  n- 
rious  measures  of  my  administratioD,  which  I  have  adopted  as  being  expe- 
dient in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  or  as  being  essentially  necessary 
to  the  lUgmty,  prosperity,  and  security  of  this  Empire ;  and  thM  the  Court 
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bu  wllhhoUen  itt  ttnethm  tnm  other  bnadie>  of  my  adnuBiiiradon  of 
the  h%hett  importaDce  in  mj  estimfttion,  niider  orcmnAuices  which  twre 
fiuniahed  me  with  ereiy  reuon  to  exp«ct  the  orden  of  the  Court  for  the 
demolidon  of  butitntioni  and  ■mogementB,  which,  id  my  coiudentiout 
jadgmeiit,  can  neither  be  demoUihed  nor  altovd  without  unminent  hazard 
to  the  interesta  of  Great  Britain  in  India. 

The  KTcral  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Court  referable  to  these  Ktoeral 
beada  hare  been  commnniested  to  me  uther  within  the  course  of  the  last 
year,  or  lioce  the  danger  freia  the  combinatiOD  formed  a^MDit  the  British 
^pire  in  India  in  1798  ha*  been  effBCtnally  removed  by  the  sncceas  of  the 
war  in  Mysore. 

For  some  time  pest  I  hare  perceived  the  symptoms  of  an  onfaTonrable 
dtsposidonariringiD  the  Conn  ofDirectoiB  towards  the  general  system  of 
my  admiidstiatioa ;  and  private  reports  and  rumours,  throngb  authentic 
diaonels,  have  confirmed  the  opinions  which  I  liad  formed.  But  a  strong 
sense  of  public  duty  and  of  ffratitude  has  induced  me  to  remain  at  my  poat 
under  much  vexation  and  disgust,  until  the  moat  reoetrt  despatches  from 
Ae  CMirt  to  this  government,  added  to  those  proceedings  vbieh  have  com- 
pelM  Lord  dive  to  re^n  his  charge,  convinced  me,  that  I  could  not  re- 
tain mine  with  any  prospect  of  private  honour,  ot  of  public  advantage, 
unless  the  Court  should  be  pleased  to  restore  to  me  the  advantage  of  its 
confidence  and  support  in  the  most  formal  and  unequivocal  terms,  and  in 
the  moat  public  manner  j  and  unless  the  Court  should  also  afford  me  a  sa> 
tisfartory  aunrance  of  its  intention  to  revive  and  confirm  in  my  hands  the 
exercise  of  those  powers  which  are  indispensably  requisite  to  enable  me  to 
conduct  this  ardoooa  government. 

Any  person  acquainted  with  the  tenor  of  the  despatches  from  the  Court 
of  Directors  and  from  the  Secret  Committee  to  India  during  the'  last 
eighteen  months,  will  readily  anticipate  the  particular  orders  to  which  I 
have  referred  in  the  preceding  general  statement ;  but  as  it  may  be  neces- 
sary for  yow  inA>nnation  to  enter  into  a  more  spedal  det^,  I  will  state 
the  particular  orders  to  which  my  objectiaos  s^ply. 

Firtt.— A  peremptory  order  to  reduce  the  military  strength  of  this  Em- 
pire, particularly  in  the  peidnsula  of  India;  the  augmentation  of  which 
sftragth  had  been  made  under  my  express  authority,  after  the  fullest  deli- 
beration, and  after  consulting  all  the  most  experienced  officers  in  India. 

The  principle  of  these  augmentattons  of  the  army  is  directiy  condemned 
by  the  Conrt,  the  encreased  force  is  stated  to  be  unnecessary,  and  to  have 
been  raised  in  an  objectionable  mode,  and  no  option  is  left  to  my  discre- 
tion with  regard  to  the  rednctions  enjoined. 

This  order  canuot  admit  of  any  other  coiutmction  than  that  the  Court 
(rf  Directors  has  judged  me  to  have  been  either  ignM'ant  of  the  extent  of 
the  force  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  empire  founded  in  the  Po- 
oincola  in  the  year  1799,  or  to  have  n^ligently  or  wickedly  encreased  the 
army  at  Madras  and  Bombay  without  an  adequate  necesuty. 
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Tbe  peremptory  orders  for  the  immediate  redoctioD  of  the  force  actukllf 
esUting  io  the  PeniiuuK  Tests  no  discretionuy  pairer  in  me,  aod  makes 
DO  prOTision  for  local  exigendes  or  contingent  events.  It  is  thetefore 
8  manifest  declaration,  that  the  Court  reposes  as  little  confidence  in  m; 
present  judgmeot  respectiof^  the  means  of  muDttuning  the  British  Empire 
in  tbe  Peninsula,  as  in  ray  original  opiiuon  «n  that  most  essential  bnmcb 
of  my  adnsinistretion. 

The  order  also  subjects  me  to  an  unwarrantable  and  nqjust  degree  of 
responsibility ;  it  leaves  me  no  option  between  poeilire  disobedience  and 
the  execution  of  measures  which  must  produce  the  immediate  ruin  of  many 
of  the  most  valuable  interests  of  this  Empire,  and  must  expose  tbe  whole 
to  hazard. 

When  this  order  arrived  in  India  tbe  state  of  afiairs  in  the  east  (combined 
with  the  demands .  for  military  force  for  the  invasion  of  Egypt,  and 
with  other  pressing  exigencies  connected  with  the  French  war),  reduced 
me  to  tbe  absolute  necessity  of  incurring  the  hazard  of  positive  disobe- 
dience to  the  command  of  the  Court.  For  I  could  not,  without  a  second 
reference  to  Europe,  proceed  to  such  a  desperate  step  as  the  evacuation 
of  all  our  conquests  and  acquisitions  in  the  Peninsula;  leaving  Mysore, 
the  Deccan,  Ooa,  and  Canara,  to  be  the  prey  of  rebellion  or  invasion.  I 
have  therefore  suspended  the  order  for  the  reduction  of  the  army;  bnt  I 
feel  the  terms  in  which  that  order  is  expressed,  the  neglect  or  censora 
of  my  opinions  ou  so  important  a  qaestion,  and  the  restraints  imposed  on 
the  exercise  of  my  discretiiw,  to  amount  to  a  plun  manifestation  that  the 
Court  of  Directors  has  been  pleased  to  adjudge  me  to  be  incompetent  to 
preserve  the  Eespire  which  my  services  have  coutribnted  to  acquire. 

I  must  further  remark,  that  tbe  principal  ground  stated  for  the  reduction 
of  the  army,  is  also  anuudeniableproofof  the  real  sentiments  of  the  Court 
respecting  my  capacity  to  serve  my  country  in  India. 

If  the  Court  had  been  pleased  to  repose  such  a  degree  of  reliance  in  my 
^cretioD  as  to  have  given  me  credit  for  providing  new  resources  to  meet 
the  charges  of  the  augmented  force,  objection*  on  the  ground  of  ecouomy 
would  not  have  been  prematurely  urged  against  the  indispensably  neces- 
sary augmentations  which  I  had  ordered.  The  period  of  time  is  not,  I 
trust,  remote,  when  it  will  appear  that  1  have  effectually  provided  by  va- 
rious arrangements  for  the  charges  of  every  augmentation  which  I  have 
ordered.  In  Elengal  I  shall  be  able  to  effect  a  great  reduction  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  army  chargeable  to  the  Company  i  and  in  the  other  preti- 
denciea  I  shall  at  least  provide  means  of  defraying  every  additional  cha^ 
by  additional  resources. 

The  Conrt  of  Directors  however  has  given  me  no  credit  for  any  such 
system,  plainly  indicating  in  this  instance,  as  in  many  othen,  that  the 
nature  of  my  incessant  exertion  for  the  security  and  prosperity  of  these 
possessions  is  least  appreciated  by  those  who  ought  to  feel  it  mth  most 
sensibility,  and  to  understand  it  with  most  accuracy  und  judgment. 
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SecDDilly.— Peremptory  orden  for  the  reduction  of  various  salarie*  and 
■Oomuwes  which  I  granted  at  Port  St.  Qeo^e  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
of  other  tslaries  and  allowancet  granted  bj  me,  or  with  my  eanction, 
uoce  that  time.  These  orders  imply  a  distrust  either  of  the  judgment  or 
intq^tyof  the  arrangements  which  they  rescinded;  and  here  I  cannot  for- 
bear to  remnrlt  the  diaretpectfiil  terms  of  censnre  and  snapicion  in  which 
many  of  tlieae  orders  are  expressed.  If  the  Court  had  been  pleased  to  deem 
rae  gvilty  of  improrideoce  or  irrefcnlarity  ia  the  appoiatment  of  salaries 
and  rewards  for  public  services  rendered  to  the  gorernnieDt  in  India,  the 
•ane  judgment  which  pEODOunced  my  condemuatton  ooght  to  have  awarded 
my  pDidshment,  and  to  have  removed  me  from  my  station.  But  the  vexa* 
tioos  redaction  of  allowance*  sanctioDed  by  my  authority  weakens  my 
power,  and  casts  reflections  on  my  character,  without  producing  the  salu- 
tary example  of  a  wealc  or  corrupt  Goveraor-Gcncral  diamiMcd  fbr  weak- 
iieas  or  corruption.  A  most  offensive  instance  of  the  conduct  of  the  Court 
under  thia  head  is  the  order  for  reducing  the  allowance  originally  granted 
by  the  government  of  Fort  Si.  George  to  Colonel  Wellesley,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defraying  the  charges  of  his  arduous  and  eitensive  command  in 

This  allowance,  it  is  true  may  be  considered  to  have  been  a  branch  of  the 
ordinary  AtXial  of  that  government ;  in  which  it  is  known  that  I  do  not  in- 
terfere eiceptiDg  in  cases  of  peculiar  exigency.  It  cannot,  however,  have 
been  reasonably  supposed,  that  in  the  case  of  an  allowance  granted  to  my 
brother,  I  should  not  have  exerci«e<l  my  judgment,  although  I  have  recorded 
no  opinion  on  the  subject.  Can  the  Court  of  Directors  suppose  that  I  am 
cap^le  of  permitting  the  government  of  Fort  St.  George  to  grant  an  ex- 
travagant allowance  to  my  brother!  and  that  my  brother  is  enable  of 
aecepdi^  such  an  allowance  1  If  such  be  the  opiiuon  of  the  Court,  it  ought 
to  remove  Colonel  Wellealey  from  bis  command,  and  me  ftvm  my  govem- 
nent.  Tlie  ftct  is,  that  the  allonance  is  scarcely  equal  to  the  unavoidable 
expences  of  Colonel  Welksley's  umation,  iriiich  is  known  to  be  of  a  very 
peculiar  nature,  involring  the  necessity  of  a  great  establishment,  and  of 
other  chaises  requisite  for  the  maintenance  of  our  interest  in  that  recently 
conquered  kingdom.  Probably  that  excellent  officer  (whose  high  and  noble 
spirit  of  integrity  can  only  be  equalled  by  his  valour  and  military  skill}  will 
■pnra  the  indignity  offered  to  himself  and  to  his  &mily  by  this  act  of  unwac* 
lantabk  snspidon,  and  trill  reugn  in  disgust  the  command  which  he  haa 
exercised  with  snch  distinguished  honour  and  advantage  to  his  country, 
aad  with  the  affection  and  admiration  of  the  whole  civil  and  military  service 
on  the  coast,  of  the  reigning  family  of  Mysore,  of  the  unfortunate  family 
and  nobility  of  the  late  Sultan,  and  of  every  class  of  our  subjects  in  that 
country. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  Court,  by  redudng  the  established  allow- 
ance* of  Colonel  Wellesley,  has  ofered  me  the  most  direct,  marked  and 
disgusting  personal  indignity  which  could  be  devised.    The  effect  of  this 
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order  muit  be  to  incnlcate  an  opiotoD,  tiwt  I  1ib*b  mffered  my  brotbor  to 
derire  emolnmeoti  beyood  tho  limits  of  jitBtice  and  proprietyj  and  that  I 
have  exhibited  an  example  of  profiuion  and  exUarogance  in  an  alknrnnce 
granted  to  my  nearest  ccmnection.  I  have  already  stated  that  the  gronad 
of  tbe  order  u  aa  uqjutt  and  nnwamnted  in  point  of  fact  oa  iti  operation 
it  calculated  to  beii^uriooi  and  hnmiltadng;  to  my  repmation  and  honoor. 
If  the  Court  of  Directors  reaUy  waa  of  opinion  that  Colonel  Welleal^^ 
alhiwances  were  too  high,  the  respectful  and  decoroas  course  irould  han 
been  to  ban  referred  tbe  quection  to  my  conrideration ;  nor  can  it  be 
ima^ned  that  tbe  Cooit  would  hare  omitted  so  indispensable  a  preeantioii 
of  delicMy  and  justice,  unless  tbe  Court  acted  under  a  stroi^  sense  of  dis- 
pleasure and  discoDtent  at  the  )(eneral  tenor  of  my  RdmioistratioD,  and 
under  the  influence  of  an  nneonqoerable  jealousy  of  my  intentioD*. 

The  salary  of  the  Adrocate-Geceral  of  Bei^;al  was  encreased  by  me  for 
reasons  of  irresistible  justice.  Tbe  Court  of  Directors  sanctioned  the  en- 
crease.  But  e«en  tbe  confirmation  of  my  measures  in  this  instance  is  made 
tbe  channel  of  oonte^og  sospidon  and  obloquy  agunst  my  cbarecter.  Tbe 
Court  accompames  its  sanction  of  tbe  encrease  of  Mr.  BuTTOU^'s  salary  by 
a  disrespectful  censure  of  the  measure,  and  by  a  positive  prohibitory  com- 
mand,  enjoining  me  never  to  make  any  augmentation  irtiaterer  of  any 
sdary  without  tbe  previous  consent  of  the  Court  of  Directors.  Wiat  is 
this  prohibition,  or  what  is  this  censure,  but  another  unqualified  dedara- 
tioD  of  confidence  withdrawn,  and  of  the  most  jealous  suspicion  1  If  I  am 
unfit  to  tie  entrusted  with  the  power  of  augmenting  salaries  in  cases  where 
I  may  deem  such  an  augmentation  necessary  or  expedient,  I  am  equally 
unfit  for  any  branch  of  tnul  nUch  I  hoU.  The  inference  which  I  draw 
from  this  act  of  tbe  Court,  is  gready  strengthened  by  tbe  reflection  that 
the  particular  case  required  no  censure,  since  the  augmentation  of  Mr, 
Bnrroughs's  salary  is  actually  approved  and  confirmed.  It  may  not  be 
useless  to  add,  that  I  have  actually  reduced  the  chaises  of  the  dvil  esta- 
bUshment  in  Bengal  dnce  my  administration,  although  at  the  time  of  my 
departure  from  England,  they  were  supposed  to  have  been  reduced  to  the 
lowest  possible  scale.  It  may  also  be  remarked,  that  in  the  case  of  the 
ftugmentation  of  tbe  salary  of  the  priule  secretary  (although  the  neces- 
sity of  the  augmentation  was  evident),  I  would  not  take  any  step  until  the 
Court  of  Directors  ordered  me  to  do  so  ;  because  my  brother  was  my 
private  secretary,  and  I  thought  it  indelicate  to  add  to  his  salary,  even  in 
the  moat  evident  case  of  propriety,  without  the  prerious  order  of  the  Court  i 
The  Court  therefore  had  no  just  grotud  to  warrant  a  prohibition,  which 
antues  such  diffidence  of  my  judgment  or  int^rity. 

Hiirdly. — Repeated  instances  of  orders  to  tbe  subordinate  Rresidendee 
of  Fort  St  George  and  of  Bombay,  directbg  those  governments  to  carry 
certaii)  measures  into  effect,  notwithstanding  any  orders  of  a  contrary  ten- 
dency, actually  received,  or  which  might  be  received,  at  either  Preudency 
from  the  Govemor-Qeneral  in  Council. 
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nt  BceMwrf  rMdt  tt  audi  u  ii^iuctiaD  from  the  Court  b  lo  iatroj 
tke  MttMiritr  (if  tbe  raprane  Koreraaieiit  over  (he  rabordinate  IVendcociat. 
ne  Covl  «f  Directors  in  all  nch  uutanoei  luw  manifesUy  mppoMd  tfe 
CMC  to  exist,  of  Uitrtteti(»a  inaed  by  ni«  to  the  aiibordnMte  frereriiBiMita, 
witli  fnU  knowledfe  of  erery  local  circumstsiice,*itd  the  Court  comaiaads 
tbe  MAonfiBUa  gorcmneBts  lo  ditebey  such  iastmctioas,  sod  tluis  to 
coantentctiM  ia  tibe  legml  exercue  of  my  ordimry  pomn  of  aDpeiiiitMid- 
once  and  contnd. 

These  ordari  fron  tbe  Court  of  Directors  CMuiot  b«  Jnitificd  en  wy 
o  Aer  i^raand  than  that  of  diitnut  of  my  jadgneot  or  iotegrity  w  the  exer- 
dM  of  my  superintending  poweis  over  Ae  subontioate  goTemmeDts.  It 
if  indeed  qaeitteaable  whether  orden  so  framed  by  tbt  Coon  be  strictly 
legaL  The  act  of  1 793  clearly  vests  in  the  GoTemor^Oeoeral  in  CooBcil 
tb«  power  of  Hfonang  his  orders  at  the  subordinate  Preaidenciei,  although 
his  orders  shall  be  contradictory  to  express  comvands  actually  received 
by  the  subordinate  IVesidcBdes  from  the  Court  of  Directors.  And  this 
provision  of  the  law  is  wise  and  aslntary.  The  supreme  authority  esta- 
blished in  India  oi^ht  to  possess  such  a  power,  subject  to  a  severe  re- 
qmnaibility  in  its  exercise.  The  more  accurate  knowledj^  of  local  circum- 
stances, and  of  the  actu^  state  of  events  and  interests,  which  must  be  pos- 
sessed by  the  government  on  the  spot,  must  necessarily  ensble  that  autho- 
rity to  form  the  most  correct  judf^ent  with  regttfd  to  the  applica^on  of 
idans  framed  at  home  to  the  exbting  condition  of  a&irs  in  India.  A  Oo- 
vemor-Qenenlcapable  of  abusing  his  discretionary  power  is  nuflt  for  bb 
station ;  and  here  again  1  must  repeat,  that  if  it  be  neccMary  to  provide 
against  the  indiscreet  use  of  my  kgai  powers  of  general  control,  by  order* 
img  the  anbordinate  governments  to  disobey  me,  and  by  superseding  my 
authority  at  Madras  and  Bombay,  it  U  necessary  to  remove  me  altogether 
from  ail  power  in  India.  But  it  is  neither  mse  nor  just  to  extinguish  the 
geaoalpowenof  controul  in  the  hands  of  the  supreme  government,  because 
an  individnal  Oovemor-Genend  has  abused  those  powers,  or  is  supposed  to 
be  ineiqiableof  umng  them  for  the  public  good. 

Fourthly.— OrdoB,  positively  resdndiiig  my  appointment  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Kirkpatrick  to  the  office  of  secretary  in  the  political  department, 
an  office  which  rested  in  him  the  general  conduct  of  the  whole  diplomatic 
system  of  India  under  my  immediate  control. 

These  orden  are  grounded  on  (he  circumstance  of  Lieutenant-Golooel 
Kirifpatiick's  military  commisaion,  wbich  ig  stated  to  be  a  disqualification 
for  a  dvil  office  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  Act  of  Parhament.  But  the 
law  was  never  stated  to  have  disqualified  Ueuteoant-Colonel  Kirkpairick 
from  holdmg  the  civil  employment  of  Resident  at  the  Court  of  Dowlnt 
Rao  Scindinh,  at  Nepaul  and  at  Hyderabad,  nor  from  holding  the  important 
office  of  commissioner  for  the  afbirs  of  Mysore,  in  each  of  which  situations 
he  had  served  his  country  with  the  greatest  honour  and  ability. 

Lientenant-Golonel  Kirkpatrick's  skill  in  the  Orienullangiiagcs,  his  ex- 
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tensive  acqnuDt&oce  with  the  UMnnen,  custotni,  ud  lam  of  India,  «re  ■ 
Dot  equalled  bf  any  person  whom  I  have  met  in  this  coontry.  Hia  perfect 
knowledge  of  all  the  native  courts,  of  their  policy,  prejudicea  and  intereiti, 
as  well  US  of  all  the  leadiof;  political  charactera  among  the  inhabitanta  of 
India,  ia  anrivalled  in  the  Company's  ciril  or  military  aerrice;  and  his  in* 
tegrily  and  honour  are  aa  nniveraally  ackDOwled|;ed  and  reapected  ta  hb 
eminent  talents,  extraordinary  learning,  and  political  experience. 

Tliege  qualificationa  recomniended  him  to  my  particular  con6deDce.  He 
poflseased  no  other  recommendation  or  introduction  to  my  notice-  I  for- 
tunately met  him  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  my  voynf^  to  India,  and  I 
have  no  heaitation  in  declaring,  that  to  him  I  am  indebted  for  the  aeasoi^ 
able  information  which  enisled  me  to  extin^iah  the  French  influence  in 
the  Deccan,  and  to  fruatrate  the  Tindictive  project)  of  Tlppoo  Snliann.  He 
remained  at  the  Cape  for  some  months  after  my  departure  for  India,  and 
he  arrived  in  India  aoon  after  I  had  concluded  the  first  treaty  with  the 
Nizam  in  1798.  I  immediately  appointed  him  to  the  confidential  office  of 
military  secretary,  in  which  capadty  he  attended  me  to  Fort  St  George 
during  the  war  with  Tippoo  Sultaun  {  and,  after  the  cooqueat  of  Mysore, 
acted  in  thedelicate  and  arduous  eitnation  of  commissioner  at  Seringapatam. 
Having  in  every  great  political  transaction  of  my  administration  derived  the 
utmost  advantage  from  his  experience  and  ability,  after  the  settlement  of 
Mysore,  when  the  vast  exiensbn  of  the  Empire  required  a  modification  of 
the  office  of  secretary  at  Fort  William,  I  appomted  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kirkpalrick  to  the  political  department,  because  I  knew  him  to  be  not 
only  better  qualified  for  that  office  than  any  other  man  in  India,  but  to  be 
the  only  man  in  India  from  whom  I  could  hope  to  receive  any  important 
•asistaace  in  a  department  to  which  so  large  a  share  of  my  particular  aU 
tention  had  been  devoted  at  every  period  of  my  life,  that  I  knew  I  could 
expect  little  additional  information  from  any  person  whom  I  could  place 
in  the  office  excepting  Ueutenant-Colonel  Kirkpalrick.  It  is  not  asserted 
that  this  appointment  was  contrary  to  the  letter  of  the  law ;  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  new  diplomatic  department,  instituted  by  my  authority, 
exempts  this  appointment  from  the  imputation  of  any  contradiction  to  the 
spirit  of  the  law.  Established  practice  warranted  the  appointment  of 
military  officers  to  diplomatic  situations,  and  on  extraordinary  occatlona 
(such  as  the  settlement  of  recent  conqueats  or  cessions)  to  various  otbtr 
important  ciril  stations  i  and  in  this  case  the  peculiar  qualifications  of  the 
object  of  my  selection  were  aa  generally  confessed  as  the  selection  was 
generally  known  to  be  founded  exclusively  in  a  sense  of  public  duty,  of  the 
exigency  of  the  poblic  service  (under  the  great  and  recent  extenrion  of  our 
poUticalrelations  in  India),  and  of  the  public  merits  of  the  person  selected. 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Kirkpalrick  held  the  office  for  a  year ;  during  which 
time  many  important  political  measures  were  accomplished.  His  health 
failing  in  Bengal,  I  appointed  him  resident  at  Poonah  in  the  month  of 
January  1601  ;  he  proceeded  as  far  as  Madras  on  his  way  to  Poonah,  but 
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findiDg  his  health  (till  dediiuii|)r,  he  has  b«en  reduced  to  the  necetnty  of 
embarkinj;;  from  Madras  for  Enrope.  In  this  interval  of  time  arrived  the 
order  of  the  Court,  peremptorily  reidnding  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kirkpa- 
trick'a  appointment  to  the  political  department,  in  terms  nhich  are  calcu- 
lated to  convey  a  most  inadequate  and  unjust  eetimatioD  of  the  merits  of 
LientcBant-Colonel  Kirkpatrick  in  the  public  service.  If  this  order  bad 
arrived  according  to  the  evident  expectation  of  the  Court,  while  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Kirkpatrick  ivas  actually  holding  the  principal  conduct  of  poli- 
tical aOain  in  India,  and  if  he  bad  been  dismissed  under  the  Court's  order, 
the  instantaneous  consequence  must  have  been  a  violent  shock  to  the  whole 
■yetem  of  our  political  relations  with  the  native  states,  who  would  not  have 
fiuled  to  attribute  such  a  blow  to  a  change  of  system  in  the  ^Temment  at 
home,  and  to  the  decline  of  my  authority  in  England.  Every  native  state 
wontd  have  renounced  all  confidence  in  my  power,  and  would  have  prepared 
to  accelerate  the  approach,  and  to  profit  by  the  progress  of  )[eneral  confu- 
sion. In  this  instance  again,  therefore,  I  should  have  been  reduced  to  the 
alternative  of  exposing  the  public  service  to  great  injury,  or  of  incurring 
the  risk  of  podtire  disobedience  to  the  order  of  the  Court  for  the  removal 
of  Ueutenant-Colonel  Kirkpatrick. 

To  my  personal  authority  in  In^  (which  u  an  essential  public  consider- 
atioii  in  (he  discharge  of  my  duty),  it  is  not  difficult  to  stale  the  injury 
which  must  have  arisen  from  the  abmpt  dismission  by  an  act  of  power 
from  hcHne,  ot  my  most  confidential  secretary  in  the  most  important  de- 
partment. Every  civil  and  military  officer,  and  every  native  in  India, 
mnst  have  viewed  such  an  act,  proceeding  from  the  Court  of  IKrectors, 
as  the  strongest  possible  mark  of  displeasure,  and  as  a  positive  disgrace 
of  my  authority. 

In  the  case  supposed,  therefore,  (if  I  bad  deemed  it  to  be  posuhle  to  sur- 
mount the  other  public  objections  already  stated  agwnst  the  abrupt  re- 
moval of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kirkpatrick)  I  must  have  resigned  thegovem- 
ment  at  the  same  moment  in  which  I  obeyed  the  orders  of  the  Court; 
nor  could  I  have  exercised  it  for  one  honr  after  so  signal  a  disgrace,  with 
the  sUghtest  hope  of  advantage  to  the  public  btereats. 

And  here  again  I  must  complain  of  the  indelicate  and  mistrustful  spirit 
in  which  the  Court  have  acted  towards  me  i  if  the  Court  wished  Liente- 
oaat-Colonel  Kirkpatrick  to  be  removed,  and  wished  to  establish  a  principle 
of  excluding  military  officers  from  civil  stations,  might  not  both  these  ob- 
jects have  been  effected  without  injury  to  my  authority  or  character  by  an 
official  signification  to  me  of  the  general  prindple  which  the  Court  was 
desirous  of  securing,  and  by  an  order  to  me  to  carry  that  principle  into 
effect  as  speedily  and  as  generally  as  I  might  deem  compatible  with  the 
actnal  state  of  the  public  service  in  India  I ' 

Sndi  would  have  been  the  conduct  of  the  Court  had  it  reposed  any  de- 

*  N.  B.  Edmonstone,  Esq.,  wasappinnledby  the  Marquess  WeUeskf  to  tbe  office 
vacated  by  Col.  Kirkpatrick,  is  the  only  person  whowu  likely  to  suppi;  the  loss  ot 
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gne  of  confidence  in-  m^  judgment  or  intentiom,  or  hmd  il  contempbted 
the  propriety  of  treatiDg  me  witli  H17  degree  of  couidention  or  retpect. 

Fifthly. — The  orden  for  rensiog  the  ■ppmntment  of  Lient.-Col. 
Scott  reaideot  at  Lacknonr,  "  teiih  a  viete  to  retd»d  it,"  le»*e  me  indeed 
the  option  of  rcadnding  thM  KppoiatmeDt,  or  of  cootiuoing  it  But  the 
Court  here  tdto  hu  manifeated  iu  diipoaition  to  new  my  proceedinge 
in  the  moat  nnfrnvoonble  li^t.  Ueat-CoL  Scott  wai  qipointed  to  tbe 
reridency  et  Lacknoir  in  the  satamn  of  1799,  for  the  ezpreu  purpoae  of 
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desenini^  and  useful  pobKc  officer  in  the  depBTtraent  in  whidi  I  foDad  him. 
It  ia,  therefore,  Dnjngt  to  reflect  on  me  ag  the  author  of  an;  innonition  in 
this  instance.  With  respect  to  the  general  priudple  of  the  Conrt'a  order 
OD  this  subject,  I  hare  no  faesitalion  in  declaring  it  to  be  ntteily  erroneov 
and  impiBcticaUe.  The  miUtsry  department  of  the  Cotnidl  wiU  be  a 
powerful  check  on  the  det«la  of  tlie  army,  particnlariy  on  those  coiuiect«d 
wiA  the  expenditure  of  monef  in  proportion  aa  the  Secretary  in  that  de- 
partment shall  be  cooTersant  with  thoee  detoiU,  and  it  ia  absolutdy  im- 
possible to  find  a  dril  ■errant  properly  qualified  in  this  respect.  In  tbe 
present  cue.  Captain  Hook  is  the  person  on  whom,  together  with  Captvn 
Salmond,  Military  Auditor- General,  I  rely  principally  for  the  revision  of 
miBtary  charge*,  and  it  has  been  througfa  their  awistsnce  that  I  have  been 
enabled  to  efiect  most  of  the  recent  reductions  of  those  chargei  in  Bengal. 

If  1  am  to  be  deprived  of  the  instruments  which  I  have  already  found 
highly  useful,  and  on  wfaieh  I  depend  for  future  serrice  in  the  military  de- 
partment of  the  Coundl,  it  will  be  impoeaible  for  me  hereafter  to  attempt 
to  control  the  detiub  of  the  army ;  to  order  me  to  place  a  civil  serraot  in 
the  office  now  held  by  Gaptun  Hook,  is  to  order  me  to  reader  the  mililary 
department  of  the  Council  an  useless  sinecnre  in  the  hands  of  a  pen«« 
who  could  render  no  serrice  to  me  or  to  the  public,  h  wonid  be  less  ii^ 
jurious  to  the  public  service  to  abolish  altogether  the  office  of  Secretary 
to  Government  in  the  military  department. 

Sixthly.  The  terms  in  which  the  Court  of  Directors  has  expressed  itself 
respecting  a  loan  made  at  Madins  during  my  residence  there,  aSords  am>- 
ther  proof  of  their  entire  ivant  of  confidence  in  me.  The  loan  could  not 
have  been  made  on  better  terms  or  in  any  other  manner ;  but  the  Court  is 
pleased  to  indicate  the  strongest  suspicion  of  this  trunsaction.  This  put 
of  the  Court's  conduct  is  highly  oflenaire  and  disgastiDg  to  every  sentiment 
of  my  mind.  The  groundless  snd  indecorous  insinuations  of  the  Court  on 
this  point  are  tbe  main  consideretions  which  have  induced  me  to  ^tpr^ 
heod  that  the  Court  has  lost  all  sense  of  respect  for  my  character,  and 
that  under  such  circumstaocea  it  would  become  absoltttely  impo«ble  for 
me  to  continne  in  the  service  of  tbe  Company. 

Seventhly.  A  peremptory  order  directing  me  to  appoint  Mr.  Speke  to  be 
Acting  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

This  order  merits  a  detuled  examination. 

Mr.  Spelie  is  removed  from  tbe  Coundl  as  being  a  superannuated  Coun- 
dllor,  and  his  long  services  are  considered  to  constitute  a  suffident  ebim 
to  an  honourable  retreat. 

As  a  member  of  the  Coundl,  he  wss  nominally  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  bnt  in  fiu»  be  never  sat  at  diat  Board,  nor  participated  in  its 
business.  Mr.  Udny  was  appointed  to  the  Board  of  IVade  by  me  (on  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Bebb)  in  consequence  of  bis  high  ehancter  as  an  ^>- 
proved  Gommerdal  serraBt.  He  hooouiable  retreat  from  business  as- 
Mgned  to  Mr.  Speke  (a  lupenuuinated  CounctUar)  is  the  poet  of  AcUng 
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President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  j  and  by  tbe  same  arraagement  Mr.  Udny, 
who  for  some  time  put  hu  been  the  most  active  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  becomes  nominal  President  of  the  Board,  and  being  now  a  member 
of  the  Council,  cumot  posubly  enter  into  all  the  detuls  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  The  efiect  of  this  arraDfrement  has  been  to  render  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  Bengal  utterly  inefficient. 

In  addition  to  thia  effect  of  the  orders  of  the  Court  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  Hr.  Bristow  has  Ion);  held  the  office  of  Acting  President  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  that  he  is  senior  in  the  list  of  civil  aerra&ta  to  Mr.  Spelie. 

The  orders  of  the  Court,  therefore,  enjoin  a  severe  and  injurioiu  super- 
cesuon  of  Mr.  Bristow  by  a  junior  servant 

Mr.  Bristow  has  declined  to  act  under  Mr.  Speke,  and  I  am  thus  reduced 
to  the  necessity  of  either  disobeying  the  orders  of  the  Court  or  of  dis- 
missing Mr.  Bristow,  an  old  servant,  who  had  committed  no  offence; 
while  in  the  interval  of  time  the  Board  of  Trade  remains  entirely  useless. 

Mr.  Speke  ought  to  have  received  an  honourable  provision,  unaccompai- 
nied  by  any  active  employment. 

I  object,  however,  to  this  measure  prindpally  becanse  it  afffHXts  a  proi^ 
of  the  intention  of  the  Court  of  Directors  to  exercise  a  power  of  direct 
nomination  to  efficient  subordinate  offices  in  the  local  executive  govern- 
ment of  Bengal 

A  stronger  instiuice  of  the  probable  result  of  the  exercise  of  such  a 
power  by  tbe  Court  cannot  be  furnished;  at  one  blow  the  order  of  the 
Court  has  utterly  annihilated  the  efficiency  of  the  commercial  department 

If  the  general  principle  contained  in  this  ^>pointment  be  adopted  by  the 
Court  of  Directors  as  a  rule  of  control,  the  local  administration  of  these 
governments  will  become  absolutely  impracticable  j  the  serious  attention 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers  and  of  ntrliameot  must  he  directed  to  this  point, 
if  the  existence  of  the  British  empire  in  India  be  any  object  of  considera- 

The  proper  office  of  the  Court  of  Directors  is  to  superintend  and  con- 
trol tbe  local  governments  of  India  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment to  the  various  executive  offices  of  this  country,  as  well  as  in 
every  other  branch  of  the  executive  government. 

■  It  was  not  in  the  contemplation  of  the  legislature,  by  the  act  of  1 793, 
to  vest  in  the  Court  of  Directors  tbe  direct  power  of  uominaclon  to  every 
office  in  the  local  government  of  India ;  the  power  of  nomination  to  such 
offices,  and  indeed  the  whole  civil  and  military  government  are  in  distinct 
terms  vested  by  the  act  of  1793  in  the  Govemore  in  Council  of  the  three 
Preudencies,  subject  to  the  local  control  of  the  Oovernor-General  in 
Council,  and  in  Europe  to  that  of  the  Court  of  Directora,  and  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  afiairs  of  India. 

The  Court  of  Directors  may  certiunly  usue  ordera  directing  the  govern- 
ment of  India  to  appoint  any  particular  person  to  any  executive  office  in 
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India,  but  the  government  nn  the  spot  ou^ht  to  possess  and  to  exercise 
the  same  tree  diacretion  with  regard  to  the  execution  of  such  orders,  as  it 
poBBesses  and  exercises  with  regard  to  my  other  orders  from  home.  It  is, 
howew,  highly  inexpedient  to  issue  any  orders  froin  Enghud  for  the 
direct  nomination  of  any  person  to  office  below  the  Councils  in  India  t 
and  it  is  erident,  that,  under  any  modification,  such  orders,  although  not 
peremptory,  must  greatl;  restrun  the  discretion  of  the  local  government 
in  the  choice  of  its  instruments. 

If  all  such  orders  are  to  be  considered  as  of  a  peremptory  nature,  the 
nhole  local  patronage  of  India  will,  in  fact,  be  disposed  of  in  Leadenhall 
Street,  and  the  most  attentive  consideration  is  due  to  the  probable  effects 
of  such  a  system. 

If  the  King's  Commissioners  for  India  and  the  Court  of  Directors 
shonid  at  any  time  agree  to  co-operate  in  filling  from  home  all  official 
TEcancies  which  shall  occur  in  India,  it  is  evident  that  the  result  of  snch 
a  combination  might  be  the  transfer  of  the  whole  local  patronage  of  India, 
or  of  a  certain  share  of  it  to  the  Crown. 

Whatever  share  of  the  patronage  of  India  should  be  obtuned  by  the 
Crown  in  this  manner,  would  be  exercised  in  the  most  dangerous  and 
objectionable  form ;  for  as  the  appointments  to  office  would  be  made  in 
an  indirect  manner,  and  through  several  successive  channels  of  authority, 
no  direct  responsibility  would  attach  to  the  ministers  of  the  Grown ;  and 
the  influence  of  the  Crown  might  become  considerably  extended  through 
a  secret  and  unobserved  course,  and  without  the  possibility  of  public 
control. 

The  direct  transfer  of  the  whole  local  patronage  of  India  to  the  Crown, 
under  a  definite  and  public  responubility,  would  be  infinitely  less  objec- 
tionable than  the  exercise  of  such  an  indirect  and  indefinite  influence. 
That  share  of  the  local  patronage  of  India  whicii,  under  the  arrangement 
supposed,  would  be  allotted  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  would  tend  to 
establish  in  thdr  hands  a  species  of  influence,  which  could  never  be  re- 
gulated by  a  due  control,  and  which,  in  a  numerous  and  fluctuating  body, 
subject  to  the  impulse  of  various  interests,  and  necessarily  exempt  from 
individual  responsibility,  would  not  often  be  governed  by  tlie  excluuve 
consideration  of  the  prosperity  of  the  public  service  in  India. 

The  Governor-General,  and  each  of  the  Governors  in  India,  acts  under 
a  severe  personal  responsibility  in  every  nomination  to  office;  and  while 
the  nominations  of  the  respective  local  governments  shall  be  superin- 
tended and  controlled  by  the  Court  of  Directors  and  by  the  Board  of 
Commissioners,  (ndther  authority  possessing  any  private  interest  directly 
or  indirectly  in  any  snch  nomination,}  the  system  of  control  would  ap- 
pear to  be  BO  complete,  as  to  secure  the  public  interests  at  home  against 
the  growth  of  any  undue  influence,  and  the  public  service  abroad  against 
any  material  abuse  of  the  local  patronage. 

But  if  the  Court,  or  the  Board,  or  both  united,  are  to  be  considered  at 
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tbe  direct  sources  of  the  local  patronof^  of  lodia,  they  will  posBees  a  pri- 
vate ioterest  in  the  deoiion  of  every  questioa  which  can  arise  conremiiif^ 
the  nomination  to  any  office  in  India ;  they  will  be  interested  to  rescind 
appointmentt  made  in  India  for  the  purpose  of  exerddn;  their  own  p^ 
tronaf^  from  home  i  and  they  will  become  ntteriy  disqualified  for  the 
exernae  of  a  pnre  and  impartial  superintendence  and  control  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  In^an  government  in  tbe  importuit  duty  of  administering  die 
local  patronage  of  this  vast  empire. 

fiuch  a  system  would  be  sufficiently  objectionable  even  in  its  s^plicadon 
to  the  public  and  conBtitutional  interests  in  England  i  its  application  to 
the  public  service  in  India  is  however  infinitely  more  perilous. 

It  must  estingnish  all  local  subordination  in  India,  since  no  pidtlk 
servant  would  ever  respect  the  local  government,  after  it  should  have  been 
deprived  of  the  power  of  r^ulatiog  official  appointments  and  removals. 
All  emulation  to  obtain  tbe  approbation  of  the  local  government  would 
expire ;  no  public  servant  would  esteem  the  countenance  or  even  tbe 
nomination  of  tbe  local  government  to  be  any  security  for  promotion  in 
the  service,  or  would  dread  the  consequences  of  its  dis^probation  or 
censure.  The  attention  of  the  whole  public  service  would  be  withdrawn 
from  the  Governor  on  the  spot,  and  would  be  fixed  on  schemes  of  in- 
trigue and  cabal,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  and  cultivating  interests  in 
Englimd,  by  wiiich  the  favour  of  tbe  Court  of  Directors  or  of  the  Board 
of  Control  might  be  qiproached. 

In  such  a  situation  the  Governor  on  the  spot  would  be  an  useless  cypher 
without  power,  authority  or  respect.  He  might  be  compelled  in  every 
branch  of  the  administration  to  employ  instruments  in  whose  capacity, 
knowledge  or  integrity  he  placed  no  reliance,  and  to  witness  the  exclu- 
sion from  office  of  the  most  able,  intelligent,  and  honest  servants  of  the 
public  For  it  is  imposuble  to  suppose  that  the  Government  on  die  spot 
ahonld  not  always  possess  tbe  best  means  of  ascertaining  the  reladve  esti- 
mation and  value  of  the  characters  of  the  public  servants  and  officers  in 
India,  and  should  not  always  feel  the  nearest  and  matt  urgent  interest  in 
the  proper  selection  of  the  immediate  instruments  of  the  local  executive 

In  this  respect,  a  remote  anthwity,  constituted  aa  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors is,  can  neither  possess  equal  knowledge,  nor  feel  an  equally  pressing 
and  sensible  interest,  nor  be  restruned  by  equally  powerfol  ties  of  respon- 
sibility and  personal  character. 

If  any  Governor  be  supposed  incs^able  or  unwilling  to  make  such  a 
proper  selection  of  public  servants  and  officers,  let  him  be  removed ;  but 
while  he  shall  be  suffered  to  rem^n  in  India,  the  public  service  obsolutdy 
demands  that  he  shall  possess  and  exercise  that  decisive  influence  in  the 
distribution  of  office  which  may  en^le  him  to  muntain  due  subordina- 
tion, to  exdte  honourable  emulatinn,  and  tn  secure  the  efficient,  pure, 
and  regular  despatch  of  the  public  business  in  every  department,  by  em- 
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ploying  thote  tn  n4oin  he  confidet,  by  excluding  those  whom  be  diatnutg, 
■od  by  convincing  the  public  servants  that  his  approbation  b  the  certun 
road  to  public  emolnmentt  and  hoooun,  and  that  his  censure  is  a  public 
lUagrace. 

Ail  these  important  objects  I  hare  hitherto  accomplished,  by  snch  a 
dischaige  of  my  duty  in  the  distribution  of  the  patronage  committed  to 
my  trust,  as  it  will  be  the  happiDCss  and  pride  of  m^  life  to  submit  to  the 
most  severe  inspection  of  Parliament ;  but  I  cannot  consent  to  encounter 
the  responsibility  of  this  station,  under  a  system  calculated  to  bind  my 
bands  and  to  frustrate  every  dictate  of  my  judgment  and  conscience. 

llie  great  and  wise  object  of  Parliament  in  1793  was,  under  due  con- 
tra), to  impart  such  a  degree  of  local  authority  and  vigour  to  the  govern- 
ment of  India  as  should  enable  it  to  maintain  this  perilous  empire  agunst 
the  hourly  vicissitudes  which  sorround  it.  Where  is  the  security  of  that 
object  if  the  government  of  India  shall  be  thwarted  in  every  subordinate 
department,  deprived  of  all  local  influence,  and  counteracted  in  every 
official  detail  by  a  remote  authority,  interfering  in  the  nomination  of 
every  pnblic  servant  and  officer?  It  would  be  imposiibte  to  conduct  any 
government  in  uiy  part  of  the  worid  under  the  weight  of  such  disgrace- 
ful chains ;  but  it  would  be  the  excess  of  rashness  and  insanity  to  attempt 
to  hold  this  most  arduous  charge,  in  the  present  crisis,  with  hands  so 
weakened,  and  with  an  authority  so  embarrassed  and  impaired. 

The  instance  which  J  have  noticed  is  so  strong  (being  no  less  than  a 
direct  appointment  from  home  to  the  first  efficient  office  in  the  commer- 
cial department  in  Bengal)  that  it  affords  singly  a  sufficient  proof  of  the 
projected  system  of  utterly  destroying  the  local  power  of  these  govern- 
ments, and  of  transferring  all  influence  and  authority  to  the  Court  of 
Directors.  But  the  proofs  of  the  existence  of  such  a  project,  as  well  aa 
the  principles  by  which  its  execution  is  likely  to  be  governed,  and  the 
effects  which  its  operation  is  likely  to  produce  will  be  fiilly  iUustrated  by 
referriag  to  the  recent  proceedings  of  the  Conrt  of  Directors  towardi 
Lord  Clive  and  towards  the  government  of  Fort  St.  George.  These  pro- 
ceedings, indeed,  constitute  the  most  immediate  causes  of  my  resigoa- 

Eighthly.  Recent  orders  to  the  govemment  of  Fort  St.  George. 

By  these  orden  the  Court  of  Directors  have  removed  from  office  Mr. 
Webbe,  the  chief  Secretary  to  the  government,  and  have  directly  ap> 
pointed  Mr.  Chamier  to  that  office,  have  removed  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Revenue,  and  directly  appointed  two  members  to  that  Board,  and 
have  granted  one  of  the  most  important  commercial  residencies  on  the 
coast  in  revernon  on  the  next  vacancy. 

Mr.  Webbe  is  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  character  in  India.  Ifis  ta. 
leoti  are  not  inferior  to  those  of  any  person  In  this  country;  nor  have  I 
seen  in  any  part  of  the  world  many  persons  of  superior  capacity.    His 
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genend  knowledge  is  coDaiderable,  and  hb  puticnlv  «cqu»iitaQce  with 
the  aSun  of  India,  especially  those  of  Fort  St.  George,  la  coroprehensiTe 
and  u;ciirate  ;  his  diligence  is  indefatigablbi  he  hw  pasted  his  whole  life 
Id  Inborioiu  buuness  {  his  zeal  and  public  spirit  are  distinguished  f  eatniei 
of  his  character,  and  his  eminent  inH^ty  and  boDonr  are  nnirenalljr 
acknowledged ;  he  possesses  Lord  dive's  esteem  and  confidence,  tc^ether 
with  mine,  in  the  higbest  degree  j  he  had  also  enjoyed  Lord  Hpbarfs 
most  fiiTourable  opinion.  My  judgment  of  Mr.  Webbe  is  formed  on  my 
person^  obserration  t  in  addition  to  the  most  active,  able,  and  honest 
discharge  of  his  ordinary  daties,  he  rendered  the  moat  important  serricet 
to  his  country,  under  my  immediate  orders  at  Port  St.  -  fieorge,  dnring 
the  last  war  in  Mysore  j  during  the  settlement  of  onrconqnettsi  in  effect' 
ing  the  fiual  arrangement  of  the  public  interests  in  l^jore  i  in  detecting 
the  whole  system  of  the  treachery  and  intrigaes  of  the  late  Nabob  of  the 
Camaticj  and  in  accomplishing  the  long  desired  and  moat  important  ob- 
ject of  transferring  the  dvil  and  military  government  of  the  Camatic  to 
the  Company. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  I  conuder  Mr.  Webbe  to  be  the  most 
distinguiabed  public  servant  in  a  subordinate  situation  in  India:  and  my 
sentiments  respecting  him,  aa  well  at  the  impregnable  public  grounds  on 
which  they  stand,  have  long  been  matter  of  notoriety. 

Without  any  prerious  intimation,  without  any  public  charge,  this  most 
.  valnable  and  honest  public  lervant  Is  driven  from  the  most  confidential 
executive  office  in  the  State,  directiy  in  the  ^e  of  Lord  Olive's  moat  de- 
cided countenance,  and  of  my  most  marlced  respect  and  r^ard. 

To  aggravate  the  effect  of  this  measure,  at  the  moment  iriien  the 
notification  of 'Mr.  Webbe's  removal  arrived,  he  had  recently  finished 
the  negotiations  for  Uie  transfer  of  the  Camatic  to  the  authority  of  the 
Company,  under  my  apedal  orders  i  having  recdved  the  extraordinary 
distinction  of  being  called  by  me  tg  Fort  William,  and  of  having  remained 
in  the  government  house  for  above  a  month,  assisting  me  in  framing  the 
treaty  of  the  Camatic.  Having  been  the  chief  iustnunent  in  negotiating 
the  treaty.  Lord  Clive  and  I  ptopoaed  to  employ  him  principally  in  the 
final  settlement  of  the  Camatic 

In  addition  to  these  circumstanceH,  Mr.  Webbe's  whole  public  life  had 
marlied  him  as  the  implacable,  indefatigable,  and  irresistible  foe  of  the 
corrupt  system  of  intrigue  and  peculation,  which  had  long  pervaded  the 
service  at  Fort  St.  Oeo^e.  He  was  the  declared  and  ardent  enemy  of 
every  author  and  abettor  of  corruption  in  that  service,  and  the  cordial 
friend  and  protector  of  every  man  of  integrity,  diligence,  knowledge  and 
talents  t  while  his  exertion  to  encourage  the  progress  of  honesty  and  in- 
dustry was  unremitting,  his  own  example  had  become  a  model  of  imita- 
tion to  the  younger  branches  of  the  service  at  Bladnsj  the  public  dis- 
grace of  such  a  man  was,  therefore,  even  when  considered  separately. 
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calcoIUed  to  diMonnge  ability  and  tirtoe.  tnA  to  tavour  the  growth  of 
ignorance  uid  rice. 

The  mere  removal  of  Mr.  Webbe  by  an  act  of  authority  from  home, 
would  have  been  fell  both  by  myielf  and  by  Lord  Cllve  to  be  a  te*ere 
Uow  to  onr  reapective  antborides,  uid  to  our  meant  of  conducting  the 
public  Kirice  I  but  a  direct  appointmcDt  from  home  to  the  mo»t  confi- 
dential and  important  subordinate  office  of  the  goTemment  of  Fort  St. 
George  comprised  every  d^ree  of  pertonkl  indignity  wliich  coold  be 
offered  to  Ijord  Clive  or  to  myself,  together  irith  every  practicable  degree 
of  injury  to  the  public  tmit  committed  to  our  joint  charge. 

I  think  it  neceaiary  to  declare,  that  /  imVf  not  Mpa/w/e  my  t!iarM<ffr/h>i» 
U«(a/'ZK>frfCSMon  thiapunfulocotioot  nor  can  1  malteany  sucb  dis- 
tinction, conristenUy  with  any  sentiment  of  truth,  justice  or  honour,  or 
with  thou  public  prindples,  tike  maintenance  of  wbicb  I  deem  essential 
to  tiie  good  government  of  this  empire. 

Although  from  considervtions  of  the  public  serrice,  and  with  a  riew  to 
raUain  the  local  influence  of  a  Governor,  in  whom  I  repoecd  the  utmost 
confidence,  I  have  not  Interfered  in  the  ordinary  details  of  Lord  Clive's 
|p>vemmeDt,  I  considered  his  government  as  an  inseparable  branch  of  my 
own,  and  I  acknowledge  mysdf  to  be  responsible  for  the  general  system 
of  hii  measure*.  The  intimate  cordiality  and  union  which  subsisted  be- 
tween me  and  Lord  Clive  are  matter  of  public  notoriety,  and  are  well 
known  to  have  been  principal  causes  of  the  success  of  many  important 
meaaare*  of  my  administration.  Any  act,  therefore,  tending  to  impair 
Lord  Clive's  authority,  nr  to  offer  indignity  to  his  character  or  govern- 
ment, mtut  be  recmed  by  me  with  the  same  sensations  as  if  it  had  been 
immediately  directed  against  myself. 

The  removal  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  and  the  appointment  of  another 
from  home,  in  opposition  to  Lord  Clive's  known  judgment,  is  an  act  of 
such  importance  that  I  must  suppose  it  to  have  been  intended  to  destroy 
Lord  Clive's  power  and  influence,  together  with  mine,  at  Fort  St.  George t 
and  to  annonoce  to  all  India  that  Lord  Clive  and  I  had  forfeited  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Court  of  Directors. 

The  direct  ^>pointments  to  the  Board  of  Revenue  at  Fort  St.  George 
manifest  the  determined  pursuit  of  the  tame  system,  in  all  its  principal 
branches,  of  a  declared  distrust  of  the  govwnment  in  India,  a  determi- 
nation to  reduce  Its  local  power,  and  a  resolution  to  dispose  of  the  local 
executive  offices  of  India  in  Leadenhall  Street. 

To  your  discernment  and  experience  in  public  afiUrt  it  is  not  ncces- 
•ary  to  offer  any  comment  on  the  ruinous  policy  of  granting  efficient 
executive  offices  in  reveruon.  If  the  mischief  of  such  a  general  policy 
could  be  ^gnvated,  it  would  be  by  the  remote  situation  of  this  empire, 
ftnd  by  the  encrewed  prvb^ility  that  the  reversion  would  take  effect 
under  circumstances  of  aggravated  injury  to  the  publie  serrice.  It  is 
enough  however  to  observe,  that  in  Lord  Clive's  opinion,  the  person  to 
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whom  the  Court  of  Directors  have  ji^raiited  tfae  rerenioD  of  one  of  the 
moet  important  commercial  residencies,  ia  utterly  unqualified  for  that 
cliar;^,  uid  would  never  have  been  appointed  to  it  b;  his  Lordship. 

I  hare  staled  that  do  public  accusatiou  has  been  preferred  ag^nst  Mr. 
Webbe  to  justify  his  remova).  He  is  indeed  accused  of  havinj?  neglected 
to  enter  on  record  a  miuute  of  mine  respectinfr  Tanjorej  but  this  crime 
surely  could  not  have  required  his  removal ;  and  at  least  a  previous  refer* 
etice  to  me  mi)[ht  have  been  expected  on  such  an  occasion ;  if  the  refer- 
ence had  been  made  to  me,  it  would  have  appeared  that  I  am  guilty  of  the 
sole  crime  publicly  imputed  to  Mr.  Webbe.  Beingmuch  pressed  fortime 
upon  the  eve  of  my  departure  from  Fort  St.  George,  I  delivered  my  opi- 
nion verbally  in  Council  concerning  the  settlement  of  Xabjore,  and  I 
directed  the  Secretary  to  take  notes  of  my  speech,  and  to  forward  those 
notes  to  me  at  Fort  William,  whence  I  promised  to  return  the  substance 
of  tbem  in  the  shape  of  a  regular  minute,  to  be  entered  on  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  day.  Mr.  Webbe  furnished  me  regularly  with  the  notes 
which  I  had  required,,  but  the  whole  business  of  Tanjore  having  been 
substantially  concluded  previously  to  my  departure  from  Fort  St.  George ; 
my  speech  having  been  delivered  in  Council,  and  the  necessary  measures 
founded  upon  it  having  been  carried  into  effect,  f  confess  myself  to  have 
been  guilty  of  the  crime  of  forgetting  Mr.  Webbe's  notes,  and  of  neg- 
lecting to  return  to  Fort  St.  George  a  written  copy  of  my  speech  for  n- 
cord.  If,  therefore,  Mr.  Webbe  has  really  been  removed  for  this  alleged 
crime,  can  a  stronger  case  be  adduced  to  prove  the  danger  of  such  hasty 
interposition  of  the  power  of  a  remote  authority  i  For  if  previous  refer- 
ence bad  been  made  to  me,  Mr.  Webbe  would  have  stood  fully  acquitted;  • 
and  if  a  delinquent  was  still  desirable,  a  more  worthy  object  of  disgrace 
would  have  been  offered  to  the  resentment  of  the  Court. 


But  a  letter  from  Mr.  Darid  Scott  to  Lord  Clive,  to  which  his  Lordship 
has  replied  by  an  official  despatch,  addressed  to  the  Churman  of  the 
Court  of  Directors,  discloses  the  real  cause  of  Mr,  Webbe's  removal,  and 
pl^nly  proves  that  he  has  not  been  removed  for  this  offence,  or  for  any 
offence  hitherto  stated  on  public  record. 

The  public  records,  indeed,  abound  with  the  proofs  of  Mr.  Webbe's 
merit,  and  with  official  acknowledgments  of  his  eminent  services,  under 
the  authority  of  Lord  Hobart,  of  General  Harris,  of  Lord  Clive,  and  of 
the  present  Govenunent  General;  but  it  seems  that  some  secret  corres- 
poDdent  from  Fort  St.  George  has  conveyed  to  the  Court  of  Directors 
private  and  confidential  intelligence  respecting  Mr.  Webbe,  which  has 
countervuted  the  united  public  testimony  of  three  successive  govem- 
uenU  of  Fort  St.  George  and  of  the  Governor-General. 

llie  crime  allied  agunst  Mr,  Webbe,  even  by  this  secret  informer, 
appears  to  consist  excluuvely  in  the  great  influence  which  Mr.  Webbe  it 
stated  to  possess  over  Lord  dive's  mind ;  by  which  influence  Mr.  Webbe 
is  said  to  have  acquired  more  poiver  than  ought  to  reside  in  the  hands  of 
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a  Secretary.  I  refer  you  to  Lord  Clire's  despatch  to  the  Cfaairinan,  under 
date  the  15th  October  1801,  for  a  full  and  able  view  of  the  nature  and 
foundation  of  thU  extraordinarr  accnsation.  I  shall  content  myielf  with 
remarking  that  even  if  Mr.  Webbe  should  be  cooricted  of  possessing  ao 
extrwrdinary  ehare  of  Lord  CliTe's  confidence,  such  a  conviction  would 
appear  to  convey  a  presumptive  ai^nment  of  extraordinary  merit,  and 
certainly  conveys  no  proof  whatever  of  guilt,  unless  it  be  assumed  that 
Lord  Clire's  confidence  has  been  misplaced  in  this  instance,  or  has  been 
abused  by  Mr.  Webbe.  But  neither  of  those  charges  can  be  maintained 
with  any  degree  of  consistency ;  for  the  Court,  in  the  same  order  for  Mr. 
Webbe*!  removal  from  the  office  of  Secretary,  assents  to  his  employment 
in  any  other.office  suited  to  his  talents ;  Sind  the  sole  ground  assumed  for 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Chamier,  is  Mr.  Chamier's  extraordinary  ability 
and  peculiar  qualifications  for  the  office  of  Secretary.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  draw  any  comparison  between  the  respective  qualifications  of  Mr. 
Webbe  and  Mr.  Chamier. 

But  certainly  the  removal  of  Mr.  Webbe  cannot  be  consistently  justi- 
fied on  the  ground  of  his  possessing  more  power  than  ought  to  reside  in 
the  hands  of  a  Secretary ;  because  the  Court  has  directly  granted  infi- 
nitely more  independent  power  to  Mr.  Chamier  than  was  ever  possessed 
by  Mr.  Webbe  or  by  any  other  Secretary.  For  the  Court  has  not  only 
appointed  Mr.  Chamier  directiy  to  the  office  of  Secretary,  in  opposition 
to  Lord  Olive's  known  opinion,  (thereby  imposinga  considerable  restraint 
on  Lord  Clive's  power  of  remoring  Mr.  Chamier) ;  but  the  Court  has  abo 
invested  Mr.  Chamier  with  a  provisional  ^pointment  to  the  Council  upon 
the  next  vacancy.  The  remedy,  therefore,  adopted  by  the  Court  to  avert 
the  evils  which  it  apprehended  ^m  the  overgrown  power  of  the  late 
Secretary  at  Fort  St.  Oeorge,  is  to  render  the  office  of  Secretary  nearly 
independent  of  the  government,  and  to  place  the  present  Secretary  next 
in  succession  to  the  Council. 

I  have  dwelt  minutely  on  these  incoDsistencies,  because  the  examination 
of  them  leads  immediately  to  the  real  object  of  the  Court  in  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Webbe,  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Chamier. 

Mr.  Webbe  is  not  removed  on  account  of  any  deficiency  of  talents, 
knowledge,  assiduity  or  integrity,  or  on  account  of  any  excess  of  his 
power ;  but  merely  because  he  possesses  a  large  share  of  the  confidence  of 
the  Oovemor  of  Port  St.  Oeorge,  and  because  he  adds  to  that  crime  the 
accumulated  guilt  of  possessing  on  equal  share  of  the  coufidence,  respect, 
and  esteem  of  the  Governor-General. 

The  object  therefore  of  the  Court  is  to  impose  a  restnuut  on  Lord  Clive's 
authority  and  consequently  on  mine,  by  ehau^ng  the  constitution  of  a 
subordinate  office,  and  by  clothing  our  secretary  vritb  dignity  and  iodc- 
pendence  at  our  expence.*  That  this  is  the  object  of  the  Court  is  fur- 
ther corroborated  by  tiie  dissatisfaction  which  the  Court  has  expressed  at 
the  harmony  which  haa  hitherto  subosted  between  Lord  Clire  and  his 
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couDcU.  Id  recent  orders  from  tbe  Court  to  Fort  St.  Oeori^,  tlie  unui- 
mit)'  of  the  eoondl  at  thM  Pre^ency  is  pliJnly  cenaiired  te  a  crime ;  and 
tbe  memben  of  council  are  offidaU;  iarited  (it  not  positively  enjoined)  to 
dissent  from  the  Governor  for  tbe  better  informitioo  of  tbe  Court  of 
Directors.  This  suggestion  cannot  be  otherwise  understood  tlian  as  a  tes- 
timony of  the  msh  of  the  Court  to  impose  embarrassing  restrunts  on 
Lord  Glive's  local  authority,  and  as  a  rule  for  the  future  conduct  of  Uie 
new  conncillor  Hr.  IKck,  and  of  the  prorisional  councillor,  Mr.  Ghamier, 
io  tbe  ordinaiy  course  of  busineu.  The  secretary  destined  for  the  coundl 
under  such  instructions,  cftonol  ftil  to  consider  himself,  even  now,  to  be 
tbe  declared  instnuneDt  of  an  additional  control  over  the  Ooremor,  rather 
than  a  mere  tuboidinate  officer  subject  to  the  Goremor'a  orders. 

I  appeal  to  your,  wisdom  and  honour  to  decide  what  effects  are  to  be  ex- 
pected at  Fort  St.  Oeorge  from  these  acts  of  tbe  Cout  i  by  whiA  it  has 
manifested  a  gystematicpurpose  of  founding  itsproceedingswithrespect  both 
to  offidal  characters  and  measures,  on  secret  information,  iH^Tate  reports, 
and  ngox  mmoois,  in  preference  to  the  aqthentic  public  records  of  the 
government  of  India,  ahd  to  the  combined  and  declared  sentiments  of  the 
OoTemon  on  tiie  spot  (  by  which  it  has  endeavoured  to  arm  subordmate 
officen  irith  independent  power,  and  to  provoke  discord  in  councils  now 
onanimons,  and  by  which  it  has  punished  public  and  recorded  merit,  and 
has  established  principles  of  promotion  incompatible  with  the  prosperity  of 
tiie  public  service. 

The  immediate  consequence  of  these  acts  has  been  tlie  resifnation  of  that 
honest,  diligent,  prudent  and  able  public  servant — Lord  Clive.  To  you  it 
is  my  duty  to  declare  my  solemn  conviction,  that  our  Empire  in  the  penin- 
sula will  be  brought  to  tbe  verge  of  ruin  if  this  system  be  pursued  at  Fort 
St.  Oeorge ;  nor  can  I  imagine  any  other  mode  of  savbg  it  from  the  utmost 
perils  of  weak  uesB  and  corruptton,  than  by  the  immediate  restoration  of  the 
authority  of  the  local  government  either  in  Lord  Clive's  hands,  or  in  those 
ofsomeotherpersonofrank,  talent  and  integrity,  andby  the  restoratioa  of 
Mr.  Webbe  to  tbe  office  fVom  iriiich  he  has  been  dismissed.  Such  acts  on 
the  part  of  the  Court  wonid  be  just,  wise  and  honourable,  and  wouM  tend 
to  secure  tbe  due  vigour  of  the  local  government,  and  to  revive  .the  spirits 
of  all  those  honest  and  able  servants  at  Fort  St.  Oeorge,  who  liave  wit- 
nessed with  affliction  the  decline  of  their  own  honourable  cause  in  the  dis- 
grace of  Mr.  Webbe. 

But  as  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  the  Court  may  diffbr  with  me  in  these 
opinions,  and  as  I  am  convinced  that  the  pursuit  of  the  system  commenced 
by  the  Court  st  Fort  St.  Oeoi^e,  will  predude  alt  prospect  of  my  exerds- 
ing  any  degree  of  beneflcial  control  over  that  settlement,  1  must  renounce 
all  responsibility  concerning  its  atbin ;  and  as  they  form  a  main  branch  of 
the  general  Government,  and  as  they  now  require  a  most  active  and  con- 
tinual superintendence,  1  deem  it  to  be  my  duly  ou  this  ground  alone  to  re- 
sign my  office. 
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T>Mplf  uid  directly  u  I  feel  m;>e1f  to  be  iarolTcd  in  the  result  of  ihe«e 
■ctt  of  the  Court,  u  they  a&et  Fort  St.  Oeoq^e,  this  impression  on  my 
judf^eat  is  enforced  bp  the  more  urgent  considention  that  the  system 
which  has  appeared  in  fiill  mef;nit«]«  at  Fort  St.  Oeorf^e,  has  already  been 
*i«ible  M  Port  William,  and  thu  itt  BAtural  progreu  matt  nccelovte  ita 
approach  to  the  coondl  and  to  the  ciril  andmilitary  establishment  of  this 


My  anxioiu  dfdre  is  that  my  admiaiitratien  should  close  before  such 
calamity  and  disgrace  shall  have  fallen  up<m  me  t  and  this-  motive  renders 
me  impatient  to  b«  reHcfed  of  my  charge  in  lufficient  time  to  tavt  me 
from  the  pao)^  of  witnesiing  the  degradation  and  ruin  of  the  authority  of 
of  the  GoTemor-General,  and  the  consequent  decline  of  the  public  service 
In  Bengal  and  in  all  Ajsia. 

If  public  nuQonr  is  to  be  credited,  I  am  to  expect  much  counteraction 
and  mortification  eren  in  the  coune  of  the  present  year.  I  am  menaced 
with  angry  order*  of  varioui  desciiptions  for  the  subversion  of  many  of  the 
moat  important  acts  and  institutions  of  my  administration,  and  for  the  en- 
tire change  of  its  general  tenor  and  spirit. 

In  erery  ease  it  is  equally  my  indinatioD  and  duty  to  manifest  a  prompt 
obedience  to  the  orden  of  the  Court  of  Directors;  but  it  is  my  primary 
duty  to  mountain  at  all  hazards  the  security  of  these  possessions,  and  to 
lUBpend  for  the  further  jdeasore  of  the  Court  all  ordoa,  of  which  the  ex- 
ecution is  rendered  dssigeroas  kf  the  actual  state  of  local  drcumstamxs. 

Nmther  my  respect  for  the  Court  of  Directors,  nor  the  l^al  relation  in 
which  I  stand  towards  its  authority,  would  warrant  me  in  withholding  the 
exerdse  of  that  discretioD,  with  which  the  law  has  invested  me  in  any  in- 
stance which  appeared  to  my  consLieutious  judgment  to  demand  sudi  an 
effort  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  this  Empire.  For  the  short  period  of 
time  therefore  during  which  I  shall  retain  my  present  charge,  J  shall  exer- 
cise my  legal  powers  firmly  and  freely,  with  prudence,  but  without  fear  { 
with  respectfiil  deference  towards-  the  Court  of  Directors  {  with  a  strong 
sense  of  gratitude  towards  the  East  lodia  Company  j  but  with  a  constant 
renianbtance,  dmt  the  law  has  invested  me  with  a  trust  for  the  Company 
and  for  the  British  Empire,  as  well  as  for  the  Court  of  Directors  j  that  I 
am  responsible  not  only  for  the  use,  but  for  the  suspension  of  my  discre- 
tionary powffi  and  that  to  sufier  my  disoretionary power  to  remain  dor- 
mant in  any  crius  which  should  evidently  demand  its  active  ej^rdse,  would 
not  be  less  criminal  than  its  most  active  perversion  and  abuse. 

Whoever  may  be  my  successor,  I  most  earnestly  pny  that  he  may  not 
attempt  the  vain  and  fruitiess  task  of  governing  this  Empire  witiiout  the 
fnU  power  which  I  have  possessed  and  exercised  hitherto,  and  to  the  pos- 
session and  execdse  of  which,  is  to  be  attributed  whatever  success  has  at- 
tended my  admiiustration. 

The  Conn  of  Directors,  in  reducing  tlus  power,  has  attacked  the  very 
aource  of  that  success  which  it  has  so  often  applauded,  and  has  turned  its 
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Bnimodty  agiuDSt  the  chief  bulwark  of  th«  Gompuiy*i  soTereignty  in  IndU, 
and  the  main  catwe  of  abusdant  commerce  and  reTenne. 

To  the  exerdse  of  those  poteen  wiiich  the  Court  wonld  now  tubTcrt,  I 
attribute  the  fall  ofllppoo  Sultaun  ;  tbe  conqnett  and  cettlement  of  My- 
■ore ;  the  extbction  of  the  French  influence  in  the  Deccan  j  tlie  eatablishroeot 
bf  the  British  inflaence  in  that  quarter  on  the  lolid  fonndationa  of  military 
strenglh  and  territorial  possession ;  the  tranfer  of  Tanjore,  of  Sarat,  of 
the  Camatic,  and  ofOude,  to  the  Britiali  Goverament ;  tbe  mbatitution  of 
a  powerful  British  force  on  the  north-western  frontier  of  Oude  in  tbe 
place  of  the  undisciplined,  licentious  and  disaffected  army  of  the  Nabob 
Vizier  j  tbe  destmction  of  the  power  of  Zemann  Shah ;  the  foundation  of 
an  intimate  alliance  with  Per^  j  the  roeana  of  contribnting  to  the  main- 
tuiaace  of  Egypt  by  the  army  of  India;  the  tranquillity  of  the  Mslirattaa, 
and  finally,  tbe  seaaonable  occupation  of  the  Portngueae  posseesions  in  the 
East  Indies. 

Hi^progreasiTe  operation  of  the  same  causes  would  speedily  have  brengbt 
tbe  financial  and  commercial  afiiun  of  the  Company  in  India  to  a  more  Bon- 
riahiog  state  than  they  have  ever  yet  attained  ;  and  at  this  moment,  when 
I  find  myself  compelled  to  resign  my  charge,  the  able  and  active  exertions 
of  my  brother,  Mr.  Henry  Wellesley,  aided  by  the  influence  of  my  name 
and  authority,  have  enabled  me  to  conclude  (not  only  without  any 
ttruggle,  but  with  the  general  good  will  of  the  whole  country,  and  of  the 
Nabob  Vizier  himself),  tbe  basis  of  a  settlement  of  revenue  for  the  ceded 
pronncea  in  Oude,  which,  in  one  year,  will  restore  the  whole  system  of  ' 
the  finance  and  investment  of  the  Company  in  India. 

I  cannot  close  this  letter  without  soliciting  your  immediate  attention  to 
the  afiain  of  India,  as  connected  with  tbe  causes  of  my  resignation,  and 
with  their  probable  cooseqaences. 

Without  a  speedy,  vigorous  and  decisive  interposition  from  the  highest 
authority,  there  is  no  safety  for  our  Empire  in  India.  I  expect  therefore 
that  your  efforts  will  be  applied  with  your  habitnal  temper,  manly  forti- 
tude and  perseverance,  to  secure  to  (be  local  government  of  India,  by  what- 
ever hands  administered,  that  degree  of  power  and  authority  which  (at  my 
last  service  to  this  Empire},  I  solemnly  declare  to  be  indispensably  neces> 
ceaaary  to  the  prosperity  of  all  our  local  and  relative  interests,  to  the  vigour 
and  security  of  the  administration,  Ut  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  our 
subjects,  and  to  tbe  dignity,  glory,  and  stability  of  tbe  British  name  in  the 
East. 

Believe  to  be,  my  dear  Sir, 

with  tbe  most  sincere  respect  and  regard  your's, 

always  moit  faithfully  and  aflectionatety, 

Wbllbslet> 
Caunpore,  January  Wth,  1802. 
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/Vem  the  Honourable  Court  of  Dtredori  to  the  Goeemor-  General  in  Council. 

Public  DepartmeDt,  29th  September,  IB02. 

We  have  received  dnpatches  from  the  Oovernor-Genenl  of  the  lit 

Joooary  and  13th  March  1802,  intimatiD)^  hia  Lordship's  iDtention  to  re- 

linquigh  hia  OoTernment,  and  to  return  to  Europe  in  the  month  of  January 

1803. 

Though  we  have  been  under  the  meceBtit;  of  differii^  from  our  Gtivem- 
menti  abroad  in  lome  materitd  points,  upon  which  our  sentiments  have 
already  been  communicated  to  them,  it  is  impouible  for  ub  not  to  feel  and 
to  acknotvlediite  the  zeal  and  ability  which  the  Oovemor-General  has  dis- 
played in  the  general  manageraent  and  superintendence  of  our  affiurt,  nor 
can  we  avoid  eitpressing,  in  the  atrongeet  terms,  our  conviction,  that  the 
interests  of  the  East  India  Company  will  be  essentially  promoted  by  the 
continuance  of  Marquess  Wellesley  in  India  for  another  year,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  bringing  to  a  conclusion  the  various  arrangements  alluded  to  in 
his  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  13th  March  ;  we  therefore  entertun  a  confi- 
dent reliance,  that  the  Gov emor-Oeneral  (adverting  only  to  the  obligation 
of  superior  moment  which  these  considerations  impose),  will  cordially  Join 
with  ns  in  feeUng  the  importance  of  his  Lordship's  stay  in  India  until 
these  objects  shall  have  been  accomplished,  and  that  he  will,  in  conse- 
quence postpone  his  departure  from  thence  till  the  month  of  January 
1804.  Beyond  this  period  we  shall  not  feel  ourselves  justified  in  calling 
upon  his  Lordship  to  yield  to  our  interest  the  desire  which  he  may  natu- 
ndly  feel  of  returning  to  Europe;  being  persuaded  that  his  Lordship  will 
be  envied  in  the  coune  of  another  season  to  terminate,  with  honour  to 
himself,  and  advantage  to  the  Company,  every  measure  of  importance  con- 
nected mth  our  recent  acquisitions  ;  to  perfect  the  retrenchments,  as  well 
those  resulting  from  peace,  as  others  of  which  our  afhira  maybe  susceptible, 
aud  in  concert  with  the  government  at  home,  and  under  the  directions 
which  we  hope  we  shall  be  able  at  no  distant  period  to  forward  (o  you  on 
this  subject,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  an  efficieut  system  for  the  progressive 
liquidation  of  the  Indian  debt. 

We  remain  your  affectionate  friends, 

John  Robeuts, 
Jacob  Bobamqdbt, 
&c.    &c.    &c. 
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E»trai4from  Nola  rdal'we  to  the  late  TVatucelioiu  m  tit  Uakratta  Empire, 
jy  the  GoveTMr-Geiterat. 

Fort  ^lUiun,  December  15, 1803. 

The  predatory  itatei  compoiiiif  the  MUintta  power,  have  Qerer  beea 
anited  nnder  aay  regular  form  of  confederation,  or  by  any  system  of  con- 
■titutioiial  lam,  or  of  ettabliihed  treaties,  which,  can  be  compared  to  any 
imperial  coDstitulion  orgCDentt  confederatioDexi«tiii|(in  Europe.  A  Taf[ae 
and  indefinite  aentimeat  of  common  interest  however,  founded  principally 
upon  their  common  origin  and  ciril  and  religiou  usages,  ani  upon  thrir 
common  habits  of  conquest  and  depredation,  has  established  a  certain  do- 
gree  of  union  amongst  them,  ftom  the  period  of  their  first  success  through- 
out e?ery  stage  of  the  decline  of  the  Hogbul  empire;  the  same  indefinite 
but  acknowledged  confederacy  has  wibtisted  between  the  MahratCaa  since 
the  entire  destruction  of  the  Moghul  empire,  and  together  with  oUmt 
causes,  baa  enabled  aeKral  of  these  adventurers  to  erect  states  of  couu- 
derabls  miKtary  resource  and  political  power. 

The  power  of  the  Peishwa,  however,  for  maay  years  past  has  been  ac- 
knowledged by  all  the  Mahratta  states,*  and  universally  by  all  the  othor 
states  of  India,  to  be  tlie  constitutional  rqiresentadf  e  of  the  sovereign 
executive  authority  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  and  the  principal  chieftains 
have  been  considered  ostensibly  as  the  subjects  and  officers  of  the  Peishwa's 
government. 

The  British  Govenimeut,  therefore,  has  concluded  its  general  treaties 
'  with  the  Mahrattae  through  die  aathority  of  the  Peishwa,  and  although  in 
aonie  of  those  engagements  indiridnal  chieftains  have  been  admitted  to  act 
as  guarantees,  the  independent  right  of  tbe  Peishwa  to  conclude  treaties 
vrith  any  power  in  India,  has  never  been  denied,  nor  has  it  ever  been  at- 
tempted to  assert  •  cUm  on  the  pan  of  any  of  the  chieftains,  to  limit  the 
independent  right  of  the  Pdshwa  to  form  treattes  and  alliances  without  the 
adrice  or  consent  of  any  chieftain  of  the  Mahratta  empire. 

On  the  other  hand,  these  chieftiuns  have  exercised  tlie  right  of  conclud- 
ing treaties  and  alliances,  independently  of  the  Peishwa's  authority,  and 
without  his  sanction  or  concurrence ;  and  the  BriUsh  Government  recently 
concluded  a  treaty  of  subsidy  vrith  the  Ouikwar,  without  the  previous  sano- 
tiou  of  the  Peishwa,  reserving  however,  all  the  Peishwa's  rights  in  the 
state  of  the  Ouikwar. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war  uguost  Tippoo  Sultaun,  in  the  year 
1789,  Lord  Comwallis,  in  formii^  a  defensive  alliance  with  the  Mahratta 
power  against  the  power  of  Mysore,  resorted  to  the  Pdshwa's  acknow- 

*  The  B^jih  of  Benr  does  not  deny  the  nominal  saptenucy  of  the  R^ah  of 
Sattuah,  whose  authority  is  represented  by  the  Peiibwa,  n<ff.tbe  sovereign  execa- 
tive  powen  annexed  to  tbe  bereditar;  office  of  Peiihws,  but  be  claim  the  office  of 
Pciahwaforhiniielf  In  right  of  hii  descent  from  the  bmily  of  Sevi^,  tbeanceitor 
of  the  Rajsh  of  Sattinh,  and  the  founder  of  tbe  Habratta  power- 
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Mgei  mthortty  as  tlie  beat  Mcnritr  tar  rach  so  alliance,  and  accordinfclf 
undated  wid  concluded  on  tke  ht  of  June  1790,  the  treaty  of  Poaoali    . 
with  the  Peiahwk,  mthont  reference  to  any  of  the  anbordinate  chiefmns. 

In  that  war,  the  auutance  which  Lord  Comwallis  derived  from  the 
Hahrattaa,  proceeded  exdiuhelj  from  the  Peiahwa'a  aatfaority,  ^ded  bf 
the  fendal  tribntanea  immediaiely  mibject  to  the  Rtate  of  Poonah.  Nmther 
SdmUah  nor  the  Rajah  of  Berar  were  partiea  to  that  ^ance,  and  it  ia  veil 
knomi  that  Mahdajee  Sdndiah  was  advene  to  ita  prinraplea  and  objecti ; 
and  that  at  the  dioM  of  that  war  in  1792,  Mahdajee  Sdndiah  moved  bia 
ann;  towarda  Poonah,  with  iotentiona  anfnvonrable  to  the  Britiib  inter- 
eata. 

At  the  condnaion  of  the  war  In  1792,  the  Pdahwa  waa  a  party  to  the 
treaty  of  peace  at  Seringnpatam.  nor  waa  any  attempt  made  at  that  time 
to  aaaert  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the  lubordinate  chieftaina  of  the  Mahratta 
empire,  to  be  conmlted  in  that  important  arrangement,  which  eatabliahed  a 
new  balance  of  power  thronj^hont  India,  by  the  reduetioo  of  the  power  of 
Hyiere,  by  the  augmentation  of  the  Britiah  territoriea  and  of  thoae  of  tka 
Nixam,  and  finally,  of  the  aeparate  hereditary  territoriea  of  the  Feiahwa. 

In  the  diviaion  therefore  of  l^ppoo  SiUtaun'i  territory,  and  of  his  trea- 
rare,  irtiich  followed  the  treaty  of  Serinftapatam  in  1792,  the  Peiahwa 
obtaised  a  conaidert^le  acceaaion  of  territory  to  hie  hereditary  dominiona, 
and  a  lai^  anm  of  money,  withoot  the  advice,  conaent,  or  participatioa 
of  aay  anbor^nate  cbieftaln  of  the  Mahratta  empire. 

When  Lord  Comwallia,  in  the  courae  of  the  year  1793,  propoaed  a  g^ 
neral  defenaive  alliance  to  the  Mahratta  power  and  to  the  Nizam,  hia 
Lordaliip  addreaced  the  propotiUon  to  the  Pdahwa,  and  recdved  aa  con- 
dnsive,  a  reply  from  the  Peiahwa  through  the  Dnrbar  of  Poonah,  withont 
any  reference  to  the  aubordiuate  chieftaina. 

The  policy  of  conaidering  the  authority  of  the  l^ihwa  as  the  legiti- 
mate and  conatitutional  representative  of  the  Mahratta  power,  waa  wiae 
and  jnat.  It  ia  evident  that'  the  aclcnowledged  authority  of  the  Pdahwa 
fimiiahed  the  most  aecnre  basis  of  an  amicable  alliance  between  the  Bri- 
tish Government  in  India  and  the  Mahratta  power,  and  at  the  same  time 
afforded  the  most  just  and  effectual  means  of  controlling  tiie  predatory 
spirit  of  the  anbordinate  chieftfuna,  and  of  checking  any  diapoaition 
which  might  ariae  amongst  them  of  a  tendency  adverse  to  the  British 
intereata,  or  to  the  general  tranquillity  of  India. 

Some  of  these  chieftains,  however,  appear  to  hare  considered  the  alli- 
ance between  the  Britiah  Govenunent  and  the  Pdahwa  to  be  adverse  to 
their  interests  f  and  although  its  tendency  at  all  times  baa  been  tatlier  to 
secure  tlian  to  disturb  the  feudatory  Mahratta  stales  in  the  possession  of 
thur  separate  territories  and  distinct  rights,  their  characteristic  spirit  of 
habitual  rapacity  and  lawless  ambition  has  inclined  them  to  view  with  jea- 
lousy an  alliance,  the  rigour  and  efficiency  of  which  must  always  have 
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op|>osed  obftwlea  to  uiy  idtbuoh  of  the  l^timite  authority  of  the 
4   Peuhwt. 

During  the  period  of  time  which  elapsed  between  the  conclusioD  of  the 
p«ace  of  Seringapatam  in  1792,  and  the  commencement  of  Lord  WeUe«- 
ley'B  adminiatratioD  in  India  in  May  1798,  the  rapacity  and  ambition  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  *  had  impured  the  authority  of  the  Peiabwa  to  luch 
a  decree,  as  to  have  frustrated  every  benefit  which  Lord  Comwallia  in- 
tended to  secure  to  the  British  interestB,  by  the  alliance  with  the  Peiahwa. 

Dowlut  Rao  Sciodiah  had  absolutely  usurped  the  ^Temmeot  of  Poonah, 
and  had  established  himself  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city  with  a  powerful 
army,  the  rcjfular  infantry  and  artillery  of  which  had  been  disciplined, 
and  were  then  commanded  principally  by  French  officers. 

When  Lord  Wellesley  at  the  close  of  the  year  1 798,  required  the  Peishvra 
in  consequence  of  Tippoo  Sultana's  aggression,  to  fulfil  the  conditioos  of 
the  subsisting  defensive  alliance  agtdnst  Mysore,  the  justice  of  that  de- 
mand was  deemed  irresistible,  even  by  the  perverse  counsels  of  Poonah, 
under  the  undue  influence  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah.  The  Peishwa's  mi- 
niatera,  therefore,  ostensibly  acquiesced  in  the  demand,-and  that  experi- 
enced statesman.  Nana  Fumavese,  who  was  then  verging  to  the  close  of 
his  career,  would  certainly  have  fulfilled  the  conditions  of  the  alliance, 
had  not  the  wisdom  of  his  advice  been  overborne  by  the  riolence  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 

Under  this  overbearing  influence,  notwithstanding  the  acquiescence  of 
the  Court  of  Poonah  in  the  justice  and  necessity  of  the  wkt  against 
Tippoo  Sultanu  in  1798,  and  notwithstanding  the  Pushwa's  declaration 
of  his  intention  to  co-operate  in  that  war  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
subiisUng  alliance,  the  Hahrattaa  not  only  afforded  no  assistance  to  the 
British  Government  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  which  terminated  on 
the  4th  of  May  1799,  but  actually  munt^ned  a  secret  and  treacherous 
correspondence  with  Tippoo  Sultaun  and  his  ministers  and  officers  down 
to  the  period  of  the  fall  of  Seringapatam ;  and  even  after  that  memora- 
ble event,  the  emissariea  of  the  Mahratta  Government  (under  the  domi- 
nation of  Scindiah,  who  then  governed  the  Durbar  of  Poonah,)  attempted 
to  exdte  the  family,  and  remaining  officers  of  the  deceased  Sultaun,  to 
resist  the  settlement  of  Mysore. 

Notmthstanding  the  entire  foilure  of  the  Peiahwa  in  discharging  the 

*  Ranojee  Scindiah ,  an  officer  in  the  service  of  B^ee  Rao  the  flrat  Peishwa,  had 
five  sons,  one  of  whom  died  young;  the  other  four  were  J^e  Appa  Scindiah.  Dutta 
Jee  Puttail,  Kiddar  Rao  Sdndiah,  and  Hadhajee  Scindiah.  Jye  Appa  Scindiah  was 
killed  in  Jodepoorj  Dutta  Jee  Puttail  was  killed  In  the  vicinity  of  Delhi,  in  a  battle 
with  Niyeeb-oo-Dowl»h,  the  Governor  of  the  district  of  Sebaianpoor.  Kiddar 
Rao  Scindiah  died  a  natural  death.  Hadhajee  Sdndiah  died  on  the  12th  February 
IT94,  without  male  isaue,  and  was  lucceeded  on  the  3d  of  March  following  by  hit 
adopted  son  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  who  is  the  son  of  Kiddar  Rao  Sdndiah. 
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obligationi  of  pnbUc  foitli  to  tlie  Bri^Bh  OoTemmeot  under  the  alliuce 
cnududed  b;  Lord  Comwallis  with  the  Mehntta  power.  Lord  Wellealey 
in  diridiDf  Tippoo  Suluon's  dotuiniona  in  the  year  1799,  offered  a  conii- 
derable  share  of  territory  to  the  Peiahws.  The  GoTemor-Geoeral  how. 
ever  aoaexed  to  this  liberal  grant  conditionB  calculated  to  revire  the  alli- 
ance with  the  PeUhwa  on  a  secure  basis.*  The  Peishtnt,  therefore,  wm 
induced  by  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  r^ect  the  proffered  ifnat  t  and  con- 
Mquently  the  territory  which  had  been  destined  for  the  Mahrattas,  wu 
divided  between  the  remuning  allies,  the  Nizun,  and  the  British  Oovem- 

Propositions  of  the  most  amicable  nature  were  at  the  same  time  offered 
to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  but  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  most  efficient 
part  of  bis  nulitary  power  was  under  the  command  and  influence  of 
French  adventurers,  his  rqection  of  alt  Mendly  orertnrea  from  the  Bri- 
tiah  Ooverument  may  be  traced  to  otherwauses,  in  addition  to  that  spirit 
of  usurpation  and  plunder  which  urged  him  to  s^e  the  government  of 
Poonah,  to  prohibit  the  Pdshwa  from  cementing  the  ties  of  amity  with 
his  Highnees's  ancient  ally  the  Company,  and  even  to  compel  that  unfor- 
tnnate  Prince  to  violate  his  public  l^th  with  the  Company,  at  the  expense 
not  only  of  repntation  and  honour,  but  of  every  interest  which  the  Peishwa 
could  be  supposed  to  feel  as  a  Sovereign  Prince,  in  the  independence  of 
his  own  authority,  in  tbe  security  of  his  own  power,  and  in  the  extension 
of  his  hereditary  territory  and  revenue. 

Previously  therefore  to  the  commencement  of  the  last  war  in  Mysore, 
the  usurpation  of  a  subordinate  chieftain  of  the  Mahretta  empire,  had  in 
effect  dissolved  the  alliance  formed  by  Lord  Cornwallis  with  the  Mahratta 
power,  upon  the  basis  of  the  Peisbwa's  authority ;  and  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
diah,  the  chieftaiD,  by  whose  usurpation  tbe  alliance  between  the  Mah- 
ratta power  and  the  British  Government  had  been  dissolved,  had  effected 
that  object  by  the  presence  of  a  powerliil  army  formed  under  the  com- 
mand of  French  adventurers,  and  considerably  advanced  in  discipline, 
military  skill  and  science,  under  a  system  of  which  tbe  further  progress 
will  appear  in  the  narrative  of  the  events  of  tbe  present  war. 

The  destruction  of  tbe  hostile  power  of  Mysore,  accompanied  by  tbe 
consolidation  of  oar  alliances  with  the  Court  of  Hyderabad,  bad  left  no 
antagonist  to  tbe  British  Government  among  tbe  native  states  in  India, 
excepting  the  Mahratta  power. 

The  Mahratta  states,  unconnected  with  any  European  ally,  could  never 
become  formidable  to  tbe  British  Oovemroent,  excepting  in  the  event  of 
an  actual  union  of  tbe  feudal  chiefs  of  tbe  empire,  under  an  efficient 
Boverdgn  power,  or  in  the  event  of  a  revolution,  which  should  unite  the 


*  See  vol.  ii.  of  tbe  Harqueas  Wellesley'i  Despatches.—  [En.] 
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eomraand  of  the  resoDrcet  of  a  luge  portion  of  the  Mohntte  territory, 
in  the  handi  of  an  sctiTe  and  enterprizing  chief.  Such  ereuti,  however 
to  be  deprecated,  might  hare  been  enconntered  without  apprehenrioD  by 
the  British  Qorernment,  in  the  commanding  poaitioD  of  its  forogn  rela- 
tiooi,  and  in  the  vigoroiu  condition  of  iU  internal  reionrcea  and  con- 
centrated strength. 

But  it  was  obTiooaly  prudent  to  employ  e*ery  endeavour  to  effect  nek 
an  arrangement,  at  ahonld  preclude  the  union  of  the  Mahratta  atatei 
under  any  circumstancea,  which  might  menace  Interruption  to  the  tran- 
qoillity  of  our  poueiaiona,  or  of  tbote  of  onr  allies.  With  thii  view.  It 
appeared  to  be  expedient  to  recdve  under  the  protection  of  the  general 
defensive  syitem,  of  which  the  foundation  was  lud  by  the  treaty  with  the 
Nizam  concluded  in  1800,  such  of  the  Mahratta  states  as  might  b«  dis- 
posed to  enter  into  subsidiary  engagements  with  the  British  Government : 
on  this  principle  a  subsidiary  treaty  was  concluded  with  the  Onikwar  in 
180S,  the  operation  of  which  attadied  that  state  to  the  Company,  and 
secured  to  the  Company  a  valuable  and  important  territorial  ettablith- 
ment  in  the  maritime  province  of  Gnserat.  Ilie  most  effectual  arrange- 
ment, however,  for  securing  the  British  Government  agunst  any  danger 
from  the  Mahratta  states,  appewed  to  be  an  intimate  alliance  with  the 
acknowledged  sovereign  power  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  founded  upon 
principles,  which  shonld  render  the  Brituh  influence  and  military  force 
the  main  support  of  that  power.  Such  an  arrangement  appeared  to  afford 
the  best  security  for  preserving  a  dne  balance  between  the  several  states 
constituting  the  confederacy  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  as  well  as  ior 
preventing  any  dangerous  union,  or  inversion  of  the  resources  of  that 
empire. 

It  has  always  been  a  principal  object  of  the  British  Government  to 
prevent  the  soverdgn  power  of  the  Mahratta  state,  or  the  power  of  any 
great  branch  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  from  passing  into  the  hands  of 
France.  While  the  views  of  the  government  of  FYanee  shall  be  directed 
to  the  establishment  of  Its  authority  within  the  penintuU  of  HindoMan, 
it  is  manifestiy  the  policy  of  the  British  Government  to  accomplish  such 
a  system  of  alliances  with  the  powers  of  India,  as  may  preclude  the  oc- 
currence of  those  Internal  convulsions,  which  would  afford  to  France  the 
most  favourable  opportunity  of  effecting  her  ambitious  purpose. 

The  disturbed  state  of  the  Mahratta  empire  would  have  afforded  an 
advantageous  opportunity  to  the  government  of  FVance,  for  the  success- 
ful prosecution  of  its  favourite  object,  of  establishing  a  dominion  withia 
the  peninsula  of  Hindostan,  by  the  introduction  of  a  military  force,  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  the  cause  of  one  of  the  contending  parties;  and 
the  views  of  France  would  have  been  materially  &voured  by  the  strength 
aod  efficiency  of  Monsieur  Perron's  force,  established  with  a  great  terri- 
torial dominion  extending  towards  the  left  bank  of  the  Indus  through  the 
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Poi^Biib,*  and  eompchending  Agra,  Delhi,  mad  a  i»Tge  portion  of  the 
Dooab  of  the  Jumna  and  Qanges,  on  the  most  vulner^le  part  of  our 
north-western  frontiea  of  Hindostan ;  and  holding  the  penon  and  nomU 
aal  authority  of  the  unfortunate  Shah  Anium,  (the  deposed  Moghol  em- 
peror,) in  the  moat  abject  and  degrading  inbjection.f 

The  endearoun  of  the  Ooremor'Oeneral  have  therefore  been  emjdoTed 
for  tome  ytan  past  to  eatabli«h  between  the  Peiehwa  and  the  British  Go- 
vernment, snch  a  connection  as  might  Mcure  the  stability  and  efficiency 
of  the  PtiBbvn's  andiority,  under  the  protection  of  the  Britiah  power, 
without  ii^ury  to  the  rights  of  the  feudatory  chieftuns  of  the  Mahratta 
empire. 

The  effort!  of  the  Govemor-^jkneral  fbr  that  purpose  were  renewed  at 
those  seasons  of  difficulty  and  danger  when  the  Peishwa's  independence 
was  controled,  and  when  the  exiatence  of  his  govemment  was  exposed 
to  hatard  by  the  rioience,  rapacity,  and  ambition  of- his  feudatory  cluef- 
buna.  Had  the  Peiahwa  then  assented  to  the  moderate  and  salutary  pro- 
positions wluch  were  offered  to  his  acceptance,  he  could  not  have  been 
exposed  to  the  disastrous  erent  by  which  (on  the  26tb  of  October  1802) 


"  Puuiaub,  (or  the  couutrr  of  the  Sve  rncn)  the  country  wntuued  between 
theflve  branchea  of  the  liTer  Indus,  fromtbe  30th  to  the  32d  d^ceeof  nortli  lati- 
tude, and  &ani  the  TOth  to  the  75th  degree  of  eut  longitude. 

i"  The  annual  revenue  of  the  countries  sulyect  to  Monsieur  Perron  derived  ftom 
the  tenitorial  poueuioiu,  u  well  u  (rom  other  resources,  are  stated  to  have 
amounted  to  one  crote  and  thirty-live  Uct  of  rupees,  or  about  £1,700,000  sterling. 
Although  the  regular  corps  in  Sdndiah'*  service  were  Srst  formed  hj  Honueur 
De  B<dgne,  itwu  hia  practice  to  admit  into  the  service  British  is  well  ■>  French 
officers ;  but  aince  bis  resignation,  the  object  of  Monsieur  Perron  (who  succeeded 
to  his  authority)  tus  been  directed  to  the  eidusion  of  British  officers,  and  to  the 
establisbment  of  a  military  power,  exclusively  commanded  by  Frenclunen.  Thia 
plan  had  been  carried  Into  <^ect  with  considerable  success ;  ind  Monsieur  Perron, 
it  1*  supposed,  only  waited  the  arrival  of  Preach  officers  to  Asmias  the  whole  body 
of  British  ofBceis  remaining  In  the  service  of  Sdndiah. 

Dowlat  Boo  Sdndiah  holds  the  appointment  of  Deputy  to  the  Vaquel  ul  Hutuluk, 
which  last  is  an  office  limilar  to  that  of  a  R^ent  or  ^ceroy,  exercising  almost 
independent  powm  of  loverdgnty  under  the  Great  Moghul. 

The  office  of  Vaquel  ul  Mutuluk  being  holden  by  the  Peishwa,  Sdndiah  in  his 
quality  of  Deputy  administered  the  affltirs  of  the  nominsl  Moghul  empire,  snd  the 
fiction  was  curied  to  so  great  a  length,  that  Monueur  Perron  called  his  army  the 
"  Imperial  army,"  and  himself  a  servant  and  nilyect  of  the  Empeiur  or  GiaX 
Hogbul. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  government  of  France  intended  to  make 
the  unfortunate  Emperor  of  Hindostan  the  main  instrument  of  their  designs  in 
India,  and  to  avail  themselves  of  the  authority  of  his  Hi^estys  name  to  re-eata- 
hllsb  tbeh-  InQumce  and  power.  A  plan  to  this  effect  was  actually  submitted  to 
the  Chief  CoDsnl  of  France  in  IBOl,  by  an  officer  who  afterwards  accompanied 
General  Decaen  to  India  in  1803,  A  copy  of  this  plan  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  Goiemor-Qenetal. 
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lie  wu  expelled  from  Poonab,  by  which  hit  authority  wu  nibTeil«d,  hii 
person  endangered,  and  hu  country  and  capital  abandoned  to  devnstadoB 
and  plunder. 

Notwitliataiidiiig  the  frequent  dim4>pointmeiit«  which  ocqirred  in  the 
accomplishment  of  hie  salutary  riewg,  the  Govemor-General  determined, 
in  the  month  of  June  180S,  to  renew  his  negotiationa  for  the  condnaion 
of  an  improTed  ayetem  of  alliance  with  the  Court  of  Poonah.  The  ei^ 
creased  digtracttons  of  the  Mahnrtta  state,  and  the  gaccesies  of  Jesnuat 
Rao  Holkar,  (an  illegitimate  son  of  the  late  Tuckcrjee  Holkar,)  agunat 
the  forces  of  Scindiah,  appeared  to  constitute  a  crigia  of  affurs  favour- 
able to  the  complete  establishment  of  the  interests  of  the  British  power 
in  the  Mahratta  empire,  without  the  hazard  of  involring  it  in  a  contest 
with  any  party. 

The  danger  to  which  Sdndiah's  separate  dominions  and  hereditary  in- 
terests bad  been  exposed  by  the  snccesa  of  Holkar,  and  the  ruin  which 
must  have  ensued  to  Scindiah's  affairs  if  Holku  bad  been  able  to  eata- 
blith  hinuelf  in  the  nsnrpation  of  the  Peishwa's  government,  appeared 
to  coustitate  aufficieot  motives  to  cotutterbalance  both  Sclndiab's  jealousy 
of  the  British  power  and  his  inordinate  deure  of  usurping  the  same  an- 
thority  at  Poonab,  which  Holkar  was  prepared  to  seize.  Scindiah's  im- 
mediate personal  safety  was  endangered,  and  the  reatoration  of  the  Peishwa 
under  the  British  protection  at  that  moment  offered  the  only  probable 
means  of  affording  Scindiah  a  respite  from  the  violence  of  Holkar.  On 
the  other  hand,  Holkar  being  a  mere  adventurer,  and  his  resources  and 
povver  altogether  precarious,  might  have  been  expected  to  relinquish 
without  regret  his  pursuits  of  irregular  ambition  and  temporary  rapine  at 
Poonah,  for  the  more  secure  and  substantial  benefit  of  a  permanent  esta- 
blishment under  the  British  protection. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussions  which  ensued  between  his  Highness 
the  Peisbwa  and  the  British  Resident,  in  consequence  of  the  Governor- 
General's  instructionB  of  the  23d  of  June  1B02,  the  Peisbwa  manifested 
considerable  anxiety  to  contract  engagements  vdth  the  British  Govera- 
ment,  but  continued  (under  the  terror  of  that  ascendency  which  Scindiah, 
although  absent,  still  continued  to  mtuntun  over  the  conitsels  of  the 
Peisbwa,  and  with  the  habitual  irresolution  of  a  Mahratta,)  to  withhold 
his  consent  to  any  admissible  modification  of  the  Oovemor-General's  pro- 
positions, until  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  actually  arrived  at  the  head  of  a 
large  anny,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Poonah.  The  combined  army  of  the 
Peishwa  and  of  Scindiah  marched  from  Poonah  under  the  command  of 
Snddasheo  Bbow,  for  the  purpose  of  encountering  Holkar's  force.  On 
the  2Sth  of  October  1802,  the  two  armies  engaged,  and  on  the  same  day, 
the  Peisbwa  sent  his  minister  to  the  British  Resident  with  a  paper,  de- 
siring the  establishment  of  a  subudiary  force  of  six  battalions  of  Sepoys, 
iritb  the  usual  complement  of  artiUery,  and  conveying  a  sunnud  (or  grant) 
for  territory  to  the  annual  amount  of  twenty-five  lacs  of  rupees,  proposed 
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to  be  ceded  in  perpetuitj'  to  tlie  hooourable  Coropany,  for  Che  payment  of 
tkM  force.  The  miDuter  at  the  lame  time  tuanred  the  Reu^eat  of  the 
Peuhira's  earnest  deure.  that  a  general  defeiui*e  alliance  should  be  con- 
cluded and  carried  into  effect,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period  of  time, 
between  his  HighneiB  and  the  Company  on  the  principles  of  the  treaty 
concluded  at  Hyderabad,  in  the  month  of  October  1800.  No  reason 
existed  to  wamuit  a  doubt  of  the  Peishwa's  sincerity  to  the  extent  com- 
patible with  the  timidity  of  his  character.  His  Hifirhness  might  be  deemed 
to  be  indifferent  to  the  ancceaa  of  either  contending  party,  and  to  be 
equally  menaced  by  the  tunrpation  of  Scindiah  ud  by  that  of  Holkar. 
The  ^proach  of  Holkar,  however,  relieved  the  P«shw«  from  any  imme- 
diate fear  of  Scindiah,  and  left  his  Highneaa  at  liberty  to  embrace  the 
British  protection. 

The  Oovenior-Oeneral  ratified  thia  engagement  on  the  day  on  which  he 
received  it,  and  aignified  to  the  Peishwa  his  determination  to  employ 
every  effort  of  the  British  power,  for  the  restoration  of  his  Highness'e 
juat  authority.  With  a  view  to  include  the  aeveral  branches  of  the  Mah- 
ratta  empire  in  the  proposed  general  alliance,  the  Govemor-Oenenl 
availed  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  his  invitation  to  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah,  to  partake  the  benefits  of  the  treaty  proposed  to  be  conciuded 
with  the  Peishwa,  and  accordingly  directed  Colonel  Collins  to  proceed 
from  Futt;  Ghur  to  Scindiah's  camp.  Sot  the  purpose  of  propodng  the 
terms  on  whiclt  Scindiah  might  be  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  the  general 
ddensive  engagements  already  concluded  with  the  Peishwa. 

The  engagement  between  the  combined  army  of  the  Peishwa  and  Sdn- 
diah,  and  that  commanded  by  Holkar,  terminated  in  the  total  defeat  of 
the  former,  with  conuderable  loss.  After  the  action,  the  Pushwa  retired 
with  an  inconsiderable  body  of  cavalry  to  a  fortress  in  the  vimity  of 
Poonah,  whence  he  prosecuted  his  march  towards  die  Cokan.* 

Hie  object  of  Holkar  was  to  obtain  possession  of  the  person  of  bis 
Highness  the  Pdshwa,  and  to  compel  hie  Highness  to  eatahliah  such  an 
administration  as  might  secure  Holkar's  ascendancy,  to  the  exclusion  of 
SdtuUah's  power.  Id  the  event  of  the  fulure  of  this  project  the  second 
plan  of  Holkar  waa  to  invite  to  Poonah,  Amnit  Rao,  (the  adopted  aon  of 
the  late  Ragobah,)  to  place  the  son  of  Amnit  Rao  on  the  musnad,  and 
invest  Ammt  Rao  with  the  office  of  Prime  Minister.  Holkar  himself  was 
to  assume  the  general  command  of  the  troops  of  the  state. 

Ending  that  the  Priahwa  had  effected  his  retreat  to  Mhar,  a  fort  in  the 
Cokan,  ritoated  on  the  river  of  Boncoote,  Holkar  detached  a  force  to 
Jqoory,  a  fort  about  thirty  miles  south-east  of  Poonah,  and  the  actual 
reddoice  of  Amrut  Rao,  and  brought  that  chieftun  to  Poonah  for  the 


*  The  nanow  tract  oC  countrr  along  the  westeni  coast  o(  India,  contained  be- 
tween the  province  of  Cinara  and  Bombay,  and  bounded  by  the  Western  GbauU. 
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purpose  of  CBrrjinfc  this  plan  into  execution ;  and  althongli  Amnit  Rao' 
appears  to  have  been  advene  to  the  arrangement,  the  afiturs  of  Govero- 
ment  were,  in  confoimity  to  Holkar*8  plan,  conducted  at  Poonth  under 
the  BUthority  of  Amrut  Rao's  name. 

In  the  meantriiile,  the  Peishna  signified  to  the  Government  of  Bombay, 
that  it  was  his  HighnesB's  intention  to  leek  refuge  at  that  Preridencf, 
and  hiB  Highness  actnalty^  availed  himself  of  the  offer  wtiich  had  heen 
made  to  him  of  the  ship  ffercvlean,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  him 
from  Mhar  to  a  strong  fort  in  another  part  of  the  Colcan,  named  Saven- 
droog,  where  his  person  was  likely  to  be  perfectly  secure  against  the  at- 
tunpts  of  the  rebels  and  usurpers. 

In  the  existing  state  of  the  afibirs  of  the  Mahratia  empire,  it  wooM  have 
been  a  measure  of  indispensable  precaution  to  have  assembled  a  coniiden^ 
hie  army  of  observation  upon  the  frontier  of  the  Mahratta  territories,  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  our  own  provinces,  and  those  of  our  allies  tho 
Nizam  and  the  Rajah  of  Mysore,  against  the  attack  of  the  chiefs  at  Poonth, 
as  well  as  of  repelling  the  predatory  inenr^oo  of  any  vagrant  freebooter, 
whom  the  iisne  of  the  content  might  compel  to  seek  subsistence  in  the 
British  dominions,  or  in  those  of  onr  allies,  l^ese  impiHiant  conriden- 
tiom,  combined  with  the  application  made  to  the  Govenior  of  Fort  St. 
George,  by  the  Rendent  at  Poonah,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  Go- 
Tenior-General,  induced  Lord  CUve  early  in  the  month  of  November  1602, 
to  assemble  a  considerable  force  at  Hurryhur,*  on  the  north-western  fron-  * 
tier  of  Mysore,  without  waiting  the  arrival  of  direct  instmctions  from  the 
Oovenior-General  for  that  purpose.  The  Governor  of  Bombay  pursued 
the  same  wise  and  salutary  course  of  vi|tilaucc  and  precaution,  by  prepar- 
ing for  immediate  service  the  disposable  force  at  that  Presidency.  A  cor- 
siderable  detachment  of  the  subsidiary  force  at  Hyderabad  was  also  ordered 
by  the  Reudenl  at  that  Court  lo  be  prepared  for  eventual  service  in  the 
field,  in  conformity  to  a  requiution  for  that  purpose  from  the  Resident  at 
Poonah. 


*  Force  assembled  at  Hurryhm'  under  the  commind  of  Lieut.-Geaeial  Stout. 


goons,  1^975 

H.  M.  SSthdo.    J 
ArtUlery,  390 

Gun  Lucan, 

iHFAirTRT. 

5  Companies  or  H.  M. ' 

33d  R^ment. 
H.  M.  73d  do. 
M.  M.  T4th  do. 
H.  M  Scotch  Brigade, 
1!  Battalions  of  Sepoys, 


Total. 

Abstbact. 

CavdfT,         - 

3,W1 

3,681 

AitiUeiy, 

390 

European  Infantry, 

.     S,845 

390 

Native  Inltatry, 

12,181 

18,998 
With  800  Pioneers,  and  563  Oun 
Lascars;  with  4  Iron  twelve  and  4 
Inm  dghteen  Pounden ;  4  Brass  12 
Pounders;  40  Field  Pieces.  12  Gal- 
loper Guns,  and  4  Howitieis. 
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DoriBg  tbsM  traniHtioDi,  KTeral  cooferencea  w«re  holden  *t  Poouh, 
betwwn  the  lUsideiit  Lient.<Col.  C1«m,  Holkar  utd  Aomt  Rao,  id  whick 
both  'th««e  chieflaiDa  expnsied  their  lolkitode  for  the  preaemtioD  of  the 
fiieoddiip  of  the  Brithh  GoreiBment,  md  directly  and  earaectly  applied 
to  the  Reaident  for  Ua  advice  and  inediMioii  io  effecting  an  sccommodatiaii 
whh  the  Peiahwa.  About  the  aame  time,  the  Gorernor-Oeoeral  also  re- 
cened  a  iMter  from  Dovhit  Hao  Sciudiab,  nnder  date  the  24tb  NoTcmber, 
lolkiti^  the  coMiiuaoce  of  die  friendship  of  the  Dridah  Oov ennuent  to- 
ward! hia  atate,  and  tliat  of  tlie  Pdahwa,  uid  contuninjif  a  requeat,  that 
the  OoTemor-OcDefal  wobM  act  in  concert  irith  Sdndiah  during  the  exiit- 
big  criiia  of  alfaira  at  Foonah. 

Having  with  difficoit;  ohtuned  pemiMloii  to  qdt  Poouah,  LienL-Col. 
Glofe,  the  Britiah  Reddent,  left  that  capital  on  the  28di  of  November,  and 
reached  Bombay  on  the  3d  of  December.  He  capital  of  the  Mahratta 
empire  remained  in  the  posaeanon  of  the  rebda  and  naurpen.  Towarda 
the  end  of  (he  manA  of  November  the  Ptaahwa  embarked  from  Saven* 
Aroog,  'BDder  ctrnvoy  of  the  Hercaltan,  and  arrived  at  Baaaein  on  the  16th 
of  December,  attended  by  a  small  eacort  of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty 
fbllowera.  Hla  Highneaa  vraa  immediately  waited  upon  by  Lieut.-CoL 
Ooae,  and  the  ISth  of  December  waa  fixed  for  the  day  on  which  the 
Faiahwa  would  enter  on  die  disciuaioa  of  the  definitive  treaty  with  the 
Britiah  Goranmenl.  Accordingly,  early  in  the  morning  of  the  18th  De- 
cember 1802,  lient-Col,  Ctoae  attended  the  Peishwa  at  bia  Highneaa'a 
place  of  reaidence  en  the  laland  of  fiaaaeio,  and  oubmitted  to  faia  Higb- 
neaa'a  conaideratiou  a  draft  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  alliance  proposed  to 
becoBclnded.  nediacuauon  laated  until  aunset,  by  vrtiich  time  the  Peishwa 
and  lua  miniatera  agreed  to  the  draft  with  aome  alterations  which  were  ad- 
mitted by  Colonel  GkMe.  The  treaty  waa  rigned,  sealed,  and  delivered  on 
the  31at  December  1802  at  Baaaein,  and  on  die  18th  of  March  1803,  the 
Peiahwa  received  the  counterpart  of  the  treaty,  ratified  by  the  Governor- 
General  in  Council,  with  demonstredons  of  the  higheat  aatisfoction. 

In  conformity  to  the  plan  of  (^rations  which  the  Governor-General  had 
directed  lo  be  adopted  for  the  restoredon  of  the  Peishwa  to  the  miisnod  at 
Poonah,  the  whole  of  the  aobaidiary  force*  stationed  with  his  Highneaa 
the  Niiam,  amounting  to  about  8,368  men,  marched  from  Hyderabad  at 
the  close  of  the  month  of  February,  and  on  the  2Sth  of  March  reached 
the  Town  of  I^raindah,  a  atatioo  on  the  western  frontier  of  the  Nizam'a 
dominions,  situated  at  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  miles  from 
Poonah.  The  anbudiary  force  was  accompanied  by  6,000  of  the  Nizam's 
dtaciplitwd  infantry,  and  about  9,000  cavalry,  under  leaden  of  approved 
valour  and  attachment. 

Under  instructions  from  the  Governor-General  of  the  2d  February  1803, 

■  Subsidiary  Force :  Two  regiments  of  Native  Cavalry,  six  battalions  of  Sepoys, 
and  two  companiea  of  ArtiUery. 
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Lord  Clhe,  aided  by  the  judgment  of  lient.-Oeii.  SluaK,  wu  empowered 
to  determine  Uie  time  at  which  it  might  be  pn^»er  for  the  Britiih  troopt  to 
adruice  into  the  MohittUi  territories,  and  the  amoimt  of  the  fwee  to  be 
detached  from  the  mua  armp  asiembled  on  Uie  frontier  of  Mysore  Ua  that 
pnipoae. 

Adverting  to  the  importance  and  expediency  of  secnriog  the  early  arrinl 
of  the  British  troops  at  Poonah,  Lord  Clive  on  the  27th  Febmary  iostraet- 
ed  UeDt.-Oeneral  Sloart,  tlten  present  with  the  army  on  tlw  fi-ooder  of 
Mysore,  to  adopt  the  oecetsary  meatnret  for  the  march  of  the  &itiili 
troops  iota  the  Maliratta  territory,  leaTiog  it  to  the  judt(ment  of  LiesL* 
Oeoeral  Stuart  to  determioe  the  amount  of  the  Corce  oeceasary  to  be  de- 
tached from  the  main  liody  of  the  army. 

The  command  of  tbe  adtanced  detacliment  necessarily  required  tiie 
united  exertion  of  considenble  military  skill,  and  of  great  political  ex- 
perience and  discretion ;  and  Lord  CliYe  was  therefore  of  opinion,  that  it 
(.■ould  not  be  confided  with  equal  prospects  of  advantage  to  aoy  other  per- 
son than  tbe  honourable  M^or-Genetat  Wellesley,  whose  extennre  local 
koowledge  and  personal  inflaeoce  among  the  Mahratta  chieftains,  (acquired 
by  hia  conduct  in  the  command  of  Mysore,  and  by  his  rictories  over  Doon- 
diah  and  other  refractory  chiefs)  were  peculiarly  calculated  to  ensure  suc- 
cess to  the  intended  operations.  Lord  Clive  accordingly  desired  that 
Oenersl  Wellesley  might  be  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  adraoced 
detachment,  under  mslnictious  to  t»e  furnished  to  him  by  Lieut.-General 
Stuart,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  Ooveraor-General's  oiden  of  tlie  2d 
of  February  1803. 

In  conformity  to  tliose  iostmctioDs,  Lient.-OeneraI  Stuart  directed  a  de- 
tachment from  the  mtun  army  assembled  at  Hurryhur,  to  be  formed  under 
the  command  of  Msjor-Oenenl  Wellesley  for  the  purpose  of  ad?andBg 
into  the  Mahratta  territory.  The  detachment  consisted  of  one  reximeat 
of  Europeao,  and  tliree  regiments  of  native  cavalry,  two  regiments  of 
European  and  six  battalions  of  native  infontry,  with  a  due  proportion  of 
artillery,  amounting  all  together  to  about  9,707  men,  and  to  this  force 
was  added  2,600  of  the  Rajah  of  Mysore's  horse.* 

M^r-Oeneral  Wellesley  commenced  bis  march  from  Hurr^ar  on  the 
9th  of  March,  and  crossed  the  Tumbodra  river  on  the  12th.  Ilie  pro- 
gress of  the  British  troops  through  the  Mahratta  territories  was  moat  suc- 
cessful.   They  were  every  where  received  as  friends,  and  sJmost  all  tbe 


*  Here  it  may  be  observed  that  the  power  and  resources  of  Mysore  which  had 
hitherto  been  opposed  to  us  in  every  coatest  with  the  native  states  of  India,  were 
now  in  consequence  of  the  conquest  of  SerioBspatam  in  1799,  applied  to  the  aid 
of  the  British  Govemnent,  and  afforded  essential  aaustance.  By  the  subsidiary 
treaty  of  Seringapatam  concluded  in  1799,  the  Rajah  of  Mysore  is  bound  to  co- 
operate in  the  most  effectual  nianner  with  the  British  Government  when  engaged 
in  hoitilities. 
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dtiefi  in  the  vknidty  of  the  route  of  the  dotadnneDl,  Joined  iritb  their 
forces,  and  accompanied  the  Brituh  anDf  to  Poooah.  The  amicable  coa- 
doet  of  the  Jagfaeerdan,  and  of  the  inhabitaQts  (aralDf^  priocipallf  from 
the  fame  which  the  Britiah  arms  had  acquired  in  the  campdgn  under  Ma- 
jor-Oenerel  WeUeeleT*!  command  agaioat  Doondlab  Waugh,}  contributed 
to  enable  our  army  to  perform  this  long  march  at  a  oioit  unhvoDrable 
■eaaon  of  the  year,  without  lo^i  or  dutresa.  Great  merit  is  also  to  be 
ascribed  (o  the  ability,  temper,  actirity,  and  skill  of  Major-General  Wel- 
leiley  in  directing  the  eyslem  of  the  supply  and  movement  of  the  troops, 
in  preventing  plunder  and  dl  exceu,  and  in  condliaUng  the  inhabitants  of 
ifae  districts  through  which  his  route  was  directed- 

The  Nizam's  subsidiary  force  under  Colonel  Stevenson,  Bnived  vrithin  a 
short  distance  of  Msjor-Oenenl  Wellealey'e  force  at  Akloou,  a  town 
within  eight  miles  of  the  Neent  river,  on  the  16th  of  April,  and  was  the 
nest  day  reinforced  from  Mt^or-Genend  Wellesley's  army  by  his  Majesty's 
Scotch  brigade.  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  had  left  Poonah  some  Ume  prerious 
to  thb  period,  and  the  native  officers  who  commanded  the  corps  which  he 
had  detached  to  the  southward,  retreated  with  precipitation  as  Oenend 
Welleeley  advanced.  On  the  15th  of  April  Holkar  had  reached  Ghandore, 
(about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  N.  N.  E.  from  Poonah,)  and  Amrut 
Rao  alone  reuuuned  at  Poooah  with  about  1,500  men. 

Under  these  drcumstances,  it  appeared  to  Major-Oeneral  Wellesley  uo- 
necesMry  to  advance  to  Poonah  all  the  troops  destined  to  effect  the  resto- 
ration  of  the  Peishwa ;  and  as  the  country  was  much  exhausted,  and  a 
genenl  defideucy  ot  tongt  prevuled,  General  Wellesley  detennbed  to 
diipote  of  the  troops  In  such  situations,  that  the  whole  might  procure 
forage  and  subwstence,  sjid  might  easily  form  a  junction,  in  case  that 
measure  should  appear  to  be  advisable.  Accordingly,  General  WeUeiley 
ordered  Colonel  Stevenson  to  march  from  his  position  near  Akloost  to 
Osrdoon,  to  leave  near  that  place,  within  the  Nizam's  dominions,  all  his 
Mi^mess**  troops,  and  to  place  himself  with  the  British  subsidiary  troops 
in  a  position  on  the  Beemah  river  towards  Poonah,  near  its  Junction  mth 
the  MoU  Mola  river. 

After  lu*ia||r  completed  these  arrangements.  General  Weltesley  conti- 
nued his  mardi  towards  Poonah  by  the  road  of  Bnramooty.  The  General 
had  recdred  repeated  intimations  from  Colonel  Close,  that  Amrut  Rao, 
who  ttill  remaioed  at  Poonah,  intended  to  plunder  and  bum  that  city  on 
tbe  approach  of  the  British  troops,  and  at  last  M^jor-General  Wellesley 
received  an  urgent  request  from  the  Pdsfawa  then  at  Bassdn,  to  detach 
some  of  his  Highness's  troops  in  order  to  provide  for  the  safely  of  his 
Higliness's  fiunily  atiU  remaining  at  Poonah.  It  was  obvious  that  even  if 
General  Wellesley  could  have  prevailed  on  the  officers  of  the  Pebhwa's 
troops  to  march  to  Poonah,  ttie  force  was  not  of  a  description  or  strength 
to  prevent  the  execution  of  Amrut  Rao's  design  ;  and  General  Wellesley 
determined  therefore  to  move  forward  with  the  British  cavalry  and  the 
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M&hratta  troopa  belonging  to  tlie  Peithm,  u  soon  as  the  Britiih  arm; 
gboold  arTi?e  witlun  the  dietance  of  a  forced  march  from  Poonah.  Ib  tbe 
mean  time,  mteUigence  wm  received  thkt  Amnit  Rao  wu  still  in  die 
neigbboorhood  of  Poonafa  on  the  18th  of  April,  aai  that  be  bad  leoiOTed 
tbe  Peisbira'B  fiunily  to  tbe  fortresB  of  Sao^inr,  k  meunre,  which  mu  ge- 
nerallr  suppoaed  to  be  preparatory  to  tbe  destruction  of  tbe  city,  ftbgor- 
General  Wellesle;  therefore  marched  on  the  19th  April  1803,  at  night, 
over  a  most  rugged  couotry,  uid  through  a  diffienh  pass  <the  Ultle  Bhoor- 
ghuit,)  abont  fi>Tty  miles  (o  Poonah,  which  dty  he  reached  at  the  head  of 
the  cavalry  on  the  30th,  maktng  the  total  dktaoce  marched  by  the  cavalry 
with  Mojor-General  Wellesley  in  person  at  Adr  bead  since  tbe  morning  of 
the  19th  (thirtjr-two  boon,)  aboat  sixty  milrs. 

Atnrut  Rao  beard  of  the  march  of  the  British  troops  early  on  the  mom- 
ing  of  the  20th,  and  retired  with  prerapitation,  leaving  the  city  in  lafety, 
Major-Oeneral  Wellesley  and  the  British  troops  were  welcomed,  as  dke  d^ 
liveren  of  the  city,  by  the  few  inhabitants  who  remained,  and  those  who 
deserted  thdr  habitations,  and  had  fled  to  the  adjoining  lulls  dnring  the 
nsurpation  of  H<dkar,  affoided  a  proof  of  thdr  confidence  In  the  British 
Government,  by  immediately  retoming  to  their  houses,  and  by  resuming 
their  different  occupations.  It  is  a  circumstance  equsUy  honourable  to  the 
British  chancier,  and  propitious  to  the  British  interests  in  that  quarter  of 
India,  that  the  first  effects  of  tbe  British  influence  in  the  MabrMta  domi> 
nioni  should  have  been  displayed  in  rescuing  the  capital  of  the  empire  from 
impending  ruin,  and  its  inhabitants  from  violence  and  n^inc. 

During  tbe  progress  of  these  transactions,  arraagementt  were  nmde  at 
Bombay  for  the  march  of  the  Peishwa  towards  Poonah.  A  detachment,* 
consisting  of  bis  Mi^esty's  78th  regiment  (which  tbe  Ooveraw-Oenenl 
embarlied  from  Fort  WllUam  on  the  7th  of  Febmary,  and  which  arrived 
Bt  Bombay  on  the  6tb  of  April  1803,)  fire  eompuues  of  bis  Majesty's  84tb 
regiment,  a  proportion  of  artillery,  and  1,036  Sqwys,  was  formed  uid 
placed  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Murray  of  his  M^esty's  Mtb  regi- 
ment, as  an  escort  to  his  Highness,  who  left  Baasein,  attended  by  tlie  Resi- 
dent Lieut.-Col.  Close,  on  the  S7th  of  April  1803. 

On  (he  6tb  of  May  the  Peishwa  passed  Major-General  WeOesley's  camp 
near  Poonah,  and  on  the  13th  of  tbe  same  month  his  Highness,  attended 
1>y  bis  brother  Chimnajee  Appa,  and  by  a  numerous  tnun  of  tbe  principal 
chiefs  of  tlie  Mahratta  empire,  proceeded  towards  the  city  of  Poonah ; 
baring  entered  his  palace,  his  Highness  resumed  his  seat  upon  the  muanud, 
and  recaved  presents  from  his  prindpal  semots. 

During  the  proceaiion,  tbe  Britbb  Resident  Lient.>Gol.  Close,  accom- 
panied by  his  suite,  paid  his  compliments  to  his  Highness,  when  a  salute 


*  Detachment  forming  the  Peiahwt's  escort  under  the  commaad  of  Colonel 
Mumr,  of  his  Majesty's  B4th  T^ment: — Europeans,  1,170;  Natives,  1,033; 
Artillery,  93 ;  TotJ,  3,299,    With  177  Gun  Laraus. 
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wM  fired  b;  the  British  troopa  enoamped  in  the  v idnity  of  Pwnah,  under 
the  commuid  of  MEgor>Oeiieral  Wellealey ;  thii  aaJule  wm  immediate); 
•luwered  A'om  the  fortrets  of  Ssoj^har. 

Wtnk  the  procesaion  puted  the  brid^  leadbf;  into  the  city,  t>  lecond 
nlate  was  fired  from  the  Britiih  camp,  and  aa  the  F^hm  approached  the 
palace,  rahitea  were  fired  from  the  aereral  poati  of  the  Mahratta  troopg. 
At  sun-set  Mlutea  were  fired  from  all  the  hill  forts  m  the  ncinity  of 

While  theae  traosacdona  patsed  at  Poonah,  Dowlnt  Rao  Sdndiah  had 
collected  a  larf^  force  at  Oug«n*  with  the  profeaeed  riew  of  opposing 
Jeswnat  Rao  Holkar,  and  having;  commenced  hie  march  from  that  capited 
towards  Poonah,  crossed  the  Nerbndda  river  on  the  4th  of  February  1803, 
and  arrived  in  the  ricimty  of  Boorhaopoor  on  the  23d  of  that  month, 

Colonel  CoUioB,  the  British  Resident,  despatched  by  the  Govenor'Oe- 
neral  from  Fiitty>Obnr,  arrived  at  the  camp  of  Dowlnt  Rao  Sciodiah  on 
the  27th  Fd>raary  1803.  The  advices  which  the  Oovernor-Oeneral  had  re* 
cei«ed  from  Coloiiel  CoUina,  and  from  other  quartets,  induced  liii  Lor^hip 
to  entertHn  snapidona,  that  Scindiafa,  notwithstanding  his  speciooa  profes* 
■kiaa,  bdng  bow  deUvered  by  the  inlerpontion  of  the  British  power,  froni 
the  immediate  fear  of  the  niperierity  of  Holkar,  meditated  an  accommo- 
dation with  HoHebt,  and  a  confederacy  with  that  chieftain  and  with  the 
R^ah  of  Berar,  for  the  purpose  of  aubTertiofr  the  treaty  concIndAd  by  the 
British  GoTemment  with  the  Peishwa  at  BasaeiB.  Hiis  suspicion  was  cor- 
roborated by  the  BrtiGces  practised  at  the  camp  of  Sdndiah,  upon  the  ar- 
rival of  Colonel  Collins,  with  a  view  of  eluding  die  communication  of  the 
propositions  irith  wluch  Colonel  Collins  was  cturged  under  the  authority 
of  the  GoTemoT><}enenl.  The  intricacy,  perverse  policy,  and  treadiery  of 
audi  an  intrigue,  however  contrary  to  every  principle  of  true  wiadom  and 
justice,  are  habitual  to  the  low  cunnio);  and  ciqttiuna  jealousy  of  the  Mah- 
rattas.  Colonel  Collins  therefore,  on  the  24th  March  1803,  demanded  and 
obtidned  an  audience  of  Dowlnt  Rao  Sdndiah,  for  the  purpose  of  requiring 
an  ezphnadon  of  the  suspected  mirigne,  when  tliat  chieftdn,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  all  hit  prindpal  ministers,  positively  assured  Colonel  Collins,  that 
he  had  no  intention  whatever  to  obatmel  the  completion  of  the  arrange- 
ments conduded  between  the  Peishwa  and  the  British  OovemmeDt,  end 
that  it  was  hia  wish  to  improve  the  friendship  then  sobaisting  between  the 
Fdshwa,  the  Britieh  Government,  and  his  own  state. 

Notwithstanding  this  amicable  declarndon,  the  Qovemor-General  bad 
great  canae  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  Sdndiah'a  profes^ons,  while  the  en- 
creasing  rumours  of  the  auppoaed  cmfederacy  between  that  chieftain,  Jea- 


*  Ongein  ii  Sdndiah't  capital,  ^tutted  near  the  ancient  dtjr  of  Munda,  the 
cental  of  the  ChilUngi  Kings  of  Malwa.  Ougein  is  about  forty  miles  north  or 
nortb-weit  of  Indore,  Holku's  capital.  These  two  cities  src  situated  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Milwt,  «bi(^  ii  divided  between  the  Pdiliws,  Sciodiah,  and  Holkar. 
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wont  Rao  Holkmr,  and  the  Rigfth  of  Bfnr,  rendered  it  atwolntely  necea- 
Miy  for  the  Briliih  GorerDment  to  brio);  the  quettion  of  the  sappOMd 
confedcTacy  to  a  detennination,  and  ia  the  event  of  the  actual  formation  of 
nich  a  confederaqr.  to  prepare  the  Britiah  GovemiDeiit  and  it>  allies  for  a 
coateit  with  the  confederated  chieftaiiu. 

Colonel  Gollini  therefore,  in  a  eonfereDce  on  the  28th  of  May,  commn- 
■ucated  to  Sdndiah  the  repretenlationa  nfaich  he  had  been  directed  to  make 
in  conformity  to  iiutnictions  from  the  Oovemor-General  mider  date  the 
fith  May;  b;  which  Cobnel  Oollina  was  desired  to  require  the  immediate 
retnrD  to  Hindoatan  of  Scindiah  with  hii  army,  becaose  Donrlnt  Rao  Scin- 
diah  possessed  do  right  to  impede  the  accomplishment  of  the  treaty  of 
Baaseio,  unless  hit  own  security  was  endaogered  by  that  arrangement,  be- 
cause the  advaooe  of  his  army  must  oecessarily  have  prevented  the  due 
execation  of  that  treaty,  and  because  Scindiah  Chaviag  on  the  24th  of 
March,  formally  disavowed  an  inteotioD  of  obstructing  the  engt^cmeola 
concluded  between  the  Peishwa  and  the  British  Ooverament,)  his  march 
to  Poonih,  or  his  continuance  south  of  the  Nerbndda  river*  were  incom- 
patible with  that  declaration,  and  could  not  be  reconciled  to  any  other 
policy  than  a  determined  intention  to  disturb  those  engagements,  and  to 
re-establish  bis  former  usurped  ascendency  in  the  government  of  Poonah. 

Colonel  Collins  at  the  same  time  delivered  to  Sdndiab  a  copy  of  the 
treaty  ot  Bassein :  Sdndiah,  after  having  considered  the  articles  of  the 
treaty,  declared,  that  it  contained  no  stipulations  injurious  to  his  just 
rights.  In  conformity  to  the  Oovemor-General's  instructions.  Colonel 
Collins  required  Sdndiah  lo  state  the  nature  of  his  bte  negoliationt  with 
the  Biyah  of  Berar,  and  wiih  Jetwunt  Rao  Holkar,  intimating  abo  to 
Sdndiah  the  resolution  of  the  Oovetnor-General,  to  resist  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  any  state  or  power  to  obstruct  the  complete  execudoo  of  the 
treaty  of  Bassdn. 

The  Resident  (Colonel  Collins)  alio  apprized  Dowlut  Rao  Sdndiah, 
that,  in  the  event  of  his  refusing  to  afford  the  just  and  reasonable  explana- 
tions and  asanrances  which  the  Resident  demanded,  and  of  his  continuing 
to  prosecute  military  operations  in  oppoution  to  the  Resident's  remon- 
strances, the  British  Government  would  be  compelled  to  adopt  meagnres  of 
precaution  on  every  boundary  of  that  chieftain's  dominions :  The  Resident 
added,  agreeably  to  the  Oovemor-Oeneral's  instructions,  that  certain  In- 
telligance  of  the  accession  of  Dowlut  Rao  Sdndiah  to  any  confederacy 
If^ainst  the  British  power  would  produce  immediate  hostility  on  all  pans 
of  his  frontier. 

In  reply,  Scindiah  repeatedly  declared,  in  public  Durbar,  that  he  could 
not  afford  the  satisfocUon  demanded,  nntil  a  meeting  should  have  taken 
place  between  him  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  when  the  British  Resident 
should  be  informed  "  whether  it  would  be  peace  or  war." 

*  The  Ncrbudds  river  ronsi  the  southern  boundary  oT  Hindoitan  proper. 
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It  is  impoeaible  not  to  contrut  tUa  unprovoked  menace  of  boBtiUty  wbb 
Ibe  tempente  declantion  of  the  Ouvernor-Oeneral,  iulimBtiii^  »  condi- 
tioaftl  ioteotton  to  adopt  meastirei  of  precaution  on  every  boundtuy  of 
Scindiah's  dominions,  in  the  event  only  of  thai  chieflun  continuing  to  ftro- 
secnte  military  operatiouB,  in  opposition  to  the  remonstrances  of  the  Resi- 
dent, and  refusing  to  aflbrd  the  reasonable  esplanations  which  the  Resi- 
dent had  demanded.  In  the  sequel  of  the  Oovernor-Oeneral's  declaratioo, 
which  adverted  to  die  extreme  case  of  ullimMe  hostility,  that  eventual  case 
is  stated  to  tutve  been  contemplated  by  the  Oovemor-Genenl  in  the  single 
event  of  Sdndiah  having  actually  acceded  to  a  confederacy  against  the 
Bridsh  power,  which  act,  on  the  part  of  Sdndiab,  would  alone  have  con- 
stituted a  positive  agj^ressioD.  The  insult  ofiered  to  the  British  Oovem- 
ment  by  a  reference  of  the  qaesdon  of  peace  or  war  to  the  result  of  a  con- 
ference with  the  Rqah  of  Berar,  who,  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  army, 
had  reached  the  vicnnity  of  Dowlut  Rao  Sdndiah's  camp  at  Kdaiabad, 
together  with  the  indication  nluch  Sdndiab's  abrupt  declaration,  and  the 
approaching  junction  of  his  army  with  that  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar  afforded, 
of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  those  chieftsins,  to  prosecute  the  supposed 
objects  of  their  confederacy,  rendered  it  the  duty  of  the  British  Qoveni' 
roent  to  adopt  without  delay,  the  most  effectual  nwasores  for  the  vindica- 
tion of  its  dignity,  and  for  the  security  of  its  rights  aai  interests,  and 
those  of  its  allies,  agunst  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  confederates  to 
injure  or  invade  them. 


■a*  A  Hap  is  given  with  this  Volume,  in  order  that  the  extensive  plan  of  milt- 
tsry  opentions  may  more  readily  be  comprehended.  The  interesting  letter  from 
General  I^ke  to  the  Duke  of  York,  describinE  the  short  snd  brilliuit  campaign  in 
Hindoatan,  appears  in  tlie  Appendix. 

Tiro  private  letten  to  Mr.  Addington  illustrative  □(  the  tnnsactions  relative  to 
the  Camatic,  and  other  sutyecti  treated  of  in  this  Volume,  aie  also  given  in  the 
Appendix. 

In  consequence  of  the  aiae  of  the  preset  Volume,  several  documents  Intended 
for  the  Appendix  will  appear  in  the  4th  and  last  Volume  of  the  Marquess  Wei- 
lealej's  Indian  Despatdiea.^ — [En.] 
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p.  52— note  at  tbe  bottom,  for  AppencUx  read  Mnduetiim. 

p.  72 — (No.  XX.)  after  Secret  Committee  read  "  of  the  Court  <tf". 

p.  I53^4t  top,  for  order  read  ordert. 

p.  354 — L  12  bom.  top,  dele  "  on". 

p.  323 — note  at  bottom,  for  RotUa  read  Beleiaj 

p.  561 — 1. 4  from  bottom,  for  condiiitm  read  amditim*. 

p.  52B — note,  for  Introduction  read  .Appendix. 

p.  619 — 1.  12  from  top,  for  "  the  iiid«  egltnt  of  one  thort  campmgn"  nad 
"  throughout  the  wide  extent  qf  Hinderian  and  the  Deeean,  in  «u  rtorf  cam- 
paign". 
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DESPATCHES, 
MINUTES,  AND  CORRESPONDENCE, 

Ifc.  tfe.  IfC. 


INDIA. 


The  Uarqueu  ^ellette^  to  the  HonourabU  Court  of  Directort. 
Honourable  Sirs,  Fort  Wlliwo,  Dec.  24, 1802. 

In  the  separate  letters  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address 
to  your  honourable  Court,  under  date  the  Istof  January,  and 
ISth  of  March]  1802,  I  solicited  your  permission  to  resign  the 
serrice  of  the  honourable  Company,  and  to  embark  for  Eng- 
land in  the  month  of  January,  1803  \  and  I  apprized  your 
honourable  Court,  that  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  I  should  deem  myself  at  liberty  to  embark  for  Europe 
in  the  last  week  of  January,  1803,  although-your  express  per- 
mission for  that  purpose  should  not  have  reached  me,  pro- 
vided I  should  have  received,  previously  to  that  time,  the 
notification  of  your  pleasure  respecting  the  appointment  of 
my  provisional  successor  in  this  Government. 

S.  I  received  with  great  satisfaction  the  notification  of  your 
appointment  of  Mr.  Barlow  to  take  charge  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  the  event  of  my  death,  resignation,  or  departure  from 
India,  and  I  should  accordingly  have  considered  myself  to  be 
authorized  to  embark  for  England  in  the  approaching  month 
of  January,  if  an  important  crisis  had  not  arisen  in  the  state 
of  political  affairs  in  India  since  the  date  of  my  despatches  of 
the  Istof  January,  and  13th  of  March,  1803. 

3.  The  recent  distractions  in  the  Mahratta  empire  have 
occasioned  a  combination  of  circumstances  of  the  utmost  im- 

VOL.  III.  B 


Digitized  by  Google 


ft  THE  MARQUESS  WELLESLEY  TO  DeC. 

portance  to  the  stability  of  the  British  power  in  India.  In  my 
judgment,  the  confusion  now  prevailing  among  the  Mahratta 
powers  cannot  terminate  in  any  event  unfavourable  to  the 
security  of  the  honourable  Company,  or  of  its  allies.  But  I 
cannot  behold,  without  considerable  solicitude,  a  conjuncture 
of  affairs  which  appears  to  present  the  most  advantageous 
opportunity  that  has  ever  occurred,  of  improving  the  British 
interests  in  that  quarter  on  solid  and  durable  foundations. 

4.  In  my  despatch  of  this  date  to  the  Secret  Committee  • 
of  your  honourable  Court,  I  have  stated  a  general  view  of  the 
events  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Mahratta  empire,  as 
well  as  of  the  system  of  measures  which  I  have  adopted  for 
the  purpose  of  deriving  every  practicable  benefit  to  your 
interests  from  the  issue  of  the  present  crisis ;  and  I  have  the 
satisfaction  to  assure  your  honourable  Court,  that  I  entertain 
no  apprehension  of  any  interruption  of  the  prosperity  of 
your  affairs  in  India;  or  of  any  occurrence  which  can  involve 
the  British  power  in  hostilities  with  any  of  the  contending 
parties  at  Poonah. 

5.  My  public  duty,  and  tbe  service  of  the  honourable  Com- 
pany, appear  to  me,  however,  to  require,  that  I  should  be 
prepared  to  continue  in  charge  of  this  Government,  until  the 
general  state  of  our  political  relations  in  India  shall  assume  a 
more  settled  aspect.  I  have,  therefore,  determined  not  to 
embark  for  England  during  the  present  season,  unless  a 
change  of  circumstances  should  render  my  departure  expe- 
dient or  necessary. 

6.  Your  honourable  Court  may  be  assured  that  I  will  avail 
myself  of  every  practicable  opportunity  to  afibrd  you  the  most 
seasonable  information  of  any  such  change  of  circumstance* 
as  may  affect  the  period  of  my  departure. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sirs,  &c. 

Wbllesley. 
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7%e  Uarqtieu  H^elUtUg  to  Ike  Seerel  Committee  of  Ike  Honevrable  Court 
e/Directort. 

Honourable  Sirs,  Fort  William,  Dec  24,  IS02. 

1.  Your  honourable  Committee  will  receive  by  the  ships 
which  remain  to  be  despatched  to  England  from  Bengal  in 
the  course  of  the  present  season,  a  detailed  narrative  of  the 
events  and  transactions  in  the  Mahratta  empire,  which  have 
terminated  in  a  crisis  of  affairs  among  the  Mahratta  powers, 
highly  interesting  to  the  political  relations  of  the  British 
power  in  India.  The  same  conveyance  will  furnish  you  with 
a  detail  of  the  negotiations  conducted  by  the  resident  at  Poo- 
oah,  under  my  authority,  with  a  view  to  the  accomplishment 
of  (he  important  object  of  comprehending  the  Mahratta 
states  in  the  general  system  of  defensive  alliance  with  the 
honourable  Company  and  its  allies,  on  the  basis  of  the  treaty 
concluded  with  his  Highness  the  Nizam,  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1800.*  Your  honourable  Committee  will  also  receive 
by  the  same  channel  every  document  relative  to  the  system  of 
measures  which  1  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  adopt  for  the 
security  and  promotion  of  the  British  interests  in  the  present 
crisb  of  the  affairs  of  the  Mahratta  empire. 

3.  I  am  anxious,  however,  to  submit  to  your  honourable 
Committee,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period  of  time,  a  sum- 
mary view  of  these  important  occurrences,  of  the  principles 
by  which  I  have  been  governed  in  the  course  of  policy  which 
I  have  pursued,  and  of  my  expectations  with  regard  to  the 
final  result  of  the  actual  crisis  of  affairs  in  India. 

S.  The  annexed  copy  of  the  iustructions  of  the  Governor- 
General  in  council,  to  the  resident  at  Poonah,  under  date 
June  S3, 180S,  (A.|)  contains  a  review  of  the  conduct  and  dis- 
positiou  of  the  State  of  Poonah  towards  the  British  Govern- 
ment, since  the  conunenceroent  of  my  administration,  down  to 
that  period  of  time. 

4.  Under  those  instructions,  the  resident  at  Poonah  re- 
newed the  negotiations  for  the  conclusion  of  an  improved 
gystem  of  alliance  vrith  that  Court.     The  increased  distrac- 


•  See  vol.  ii.  Appendix,  p-  709.  f  See  p.  12. 
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tions  in  the  Mahratta  state,  the  rebellion  of  JeBwunt  Row 
Holkar  (illegitimate  son  and  successor  of  the  late  Tuckojee 
Holkar)  against  the  combined  forces  of  the  Peishwa  and 
Scindiah,  appeared  to  constitute  a  crisis  of  affairs  favour- 
able  to  the  success  of  our  negotiations  at  Poonah. 

5.  In  the  course  of  the  discusBiona  which  ensued  between 
the  Resident  and  the  court  of  Poonah,  the  Peishwa  mani- 
fested a  solicitude  to  contract  defensive  engagements  with  the 
honourable  Company,  under  circumstances  of  more  apparent 
sincerity  than  had  marked  his  conduct  on  any  former  occasion. 
The  Peishwa,  however,  continued  to  withhold  his  consent  to 
any  admissible  modification  of  the  Governor-General's  propo- 
sitions, until  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar,  at  the  bead  of  a  formidable 
army,  actually  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Poonah.  The  supe- 
riority of  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar 's  troops  in  number  and  disci- 
pline to  those  of  the  Peishwa  and  Dowlut  Row  Scindiah, 
rendered  the  issue  of  any  contest  nearly  certain.  The  Peish- 
wa, however,  anticipated  equal  difficulty  and  hazard,  and 
equal  disgrace  to  his  authority,  in  the  success  of  either  party. 
Nor  was  the  menaced  usurpation  of  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar 
more  formidable  to  the  Peishwa  than  the  alternative,  of  the 
revival  and  confirmation  of  the  ascendancy  of  Scindiah  ;  whose 
troops  composed  the  greater  proportion  of  the  army  destined 
to  oppose  the  progress  of  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar. 

6.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Peishwa,  on  the  14th 
of  October,  despatched  his  principal  minister  to  the  British 
Resident,  charged  with  definitive  proposals  for  the  conclusion 
of  defensive  and  subsidiary  engagements  with  the  British 
Government.  Those  proposals  are  detailed  in  the  annexed 
memorial  marked  B.*  During  the  discussions  which  ensued 
OD  the  basis  of  those  propositions,  the  evasive  conduct  of  the 
Peishwa  extuted  considerable  doubts  of  his  sincerity,  even 
at  that  stage  of  the  negotiation ;  and  on  the  S^th  of  October, 
when  the  army  of  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar  had  arrived  within  a 
few  miles  of  Poonah,  the  Peishwa  despatched  a  deputation 
to  that  chieftain  with  distinct  proposals  for  an  accommodation, 
which  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar  rejected.  At  the  instance  of  the 
Peishwa,  Suddasheo  Show,  the  commander  of  the  combined 
forces  of  the  Peishwa  and  Scindiah,  had  previously  marched 

•  See  p.  25, 
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with  the  anny  under  his  commaDd  from  Poonab,  and  had 
occupied  a  position  in  the  vicinity  of  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar's 
camp.  Oq  the  morning  of  the  35th  the  two  armies  engaged, 
and  on  the  same  day,  with  a  view  to  he  prepared  for  every 
event,  the  Feishwa  moved  from  Poonah  at  the  head  of  his 
remaining  troops ;  and  at  the  moment  of  marching  sent  his 
minister  to  the  British  Resident  with  a  paper,  of  which  a  trans- 
lation is  annexed  to  this  despatch  (C),  *  The  minister  Ra- 
gonath  Row  offered  to  the  British  Resident  the  fullest  assur- 
ances of  the  Peishwa's  intention  and  meaning,  that  a  gene- 
ral definitive  alliance  should  he  concluded  and  carried  into 
e^ct  at  the  earliest  practicable  period  of  time,  between  his 
Highness  and  the  honourable  Company,  on  the  fundamental 
principles,  and  in  conformity  to  the  system  of  operation  de- 
tuled  in  the  paper  to  which  this  paragraph  f  refers. 

7.  In  consequence  of  this  transaction,  the  British  Resident 
judged  it  to  he  expedient  to  suggest  to  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  to  the  Honourable  the 
Governor  of  Bombay,  the  necessity  of  preparing  a  body  of 
troops,  under  the  authority  of  those  presidencies  respectively, 
for  the  eventual  support  of  the  Peishwa's  government,  and 
for  the  protection  of  his  person.  The  Resident  at  Poonah 
transmitted  a  similar  application  to  the  Resident  at  Hydera* 
had,  for  the  eventual  services  of  a  considerable  detachment 
irom  the  subsidiary  force  stationed  with  his  Highness  the 
Nizam. 

8.  The  engagement  between  the  combined  army  of  the 
Peisbwa  and  Scindiah,  and  that  commanded  by  Jeswunt  Row 
Holkar  terminated  in  the  total  defeat  of  the  combined  army, 
with  great  loss.  At  the  close  of  the  action,  the  Peisbwa 
redred  with  a  small  body  of  cavalry  to  a  fortress  in  the  vicinity 
of  Poonah,  whence  he  prosecuted  his  march  towards  the  Con- 
can.  The  city  of  Poonah  remained  in  the  charge  of  an  officer 
in  the  service  of  the  Peishwa,  while  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar  con- 
tinued to  occupy  a  camp  at  the  distance  of  four  miles  from  Poo- 
nah. The  primary  object  of  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar  was  to  obtam 
possession  of  the  Peishwa's  person,  and  to  compel  his  High- 
ness to  establish  such  an  administration  as  might  secure  Jes- 
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wunt  Row  Holkar's  ascendancy  in  the  state,  to  the  exclusion 
of  Dowlut  Row  Scindiali's  influence.  If  tbii  plan  ahould 
fail,  tbe  next  project  of  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar  was  to  invite  to 
Poonah,  Amrut  Row  (son  of  the  late  Rugghoonaut  Row,  or 
Ragohah,  *)  to  place  the  son  of  Amrut  Row  on  the  musnud, 
and  to  invest  Amrut  Row  with  the  office  of  prime  minister, 
while  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar  should  assume  the  general  com- 
mand of  the  troops  of  the  state. 

9.  This  crisis  of  affairs  appeared  to  me  to  afford  tbe  most 
favourable  opportunity  for  the  complete  establishment  of  the 
intereBts  of  the  British  power  in  the  MBhratta.empire,  with- 
out the  hazard  of  involving  ua  in  a  contest  with  any  party> 
The  power  of  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar  possessed  no  solid  foun- 
dation in  the  justice  of  bis  cause,  in  popular  0]Hnion,  or  in  the 
extent  of  political  or  nriHtary  resource.  It  could  not  be 
doubted  that  Scindiah  would  employ  every  effort  to  retrieve 
the  disgrace,  and  to  avert  the  danger  of  his  recent  defeat. 
The  continuation  of  ,tbe  contest  between  those  chieftains 
would  probably  weaken  the  power,  and  impair  the  resources 
of  both,  and  would  afford  to  the  British  Government  an 
opportunity  of  interposing  its  influence  and  mediation  for  the 
restoration  of  the  Peishwa's  just  authority,  under  terms 
calculated  to  secure  our  relations  with  the  Mahratta  empire, 
on  the  basis  of  a  general  defensive  alliance  and  reciprocal 
guarantee,  both  with  the  Peishwa  and  with  Dowlut  Row 
Scindiah,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  treaty  of  Hydera- 
bad, concluded  in  October,  1800,  f  no  reasonable  apprebeo- 
sion  existed  that  the  progress  of  this  system  of  policy  would 
be  obstructed,  either  by  the  union  of  the  contending  parties, 
or  by  the  decisive  success  of  either  chiefUin ;  nor  indeed 
could  I  apprehend  any  combined  or  separate  opposition  from 
either  in  the  prosecution  of  my  views. 

10.  Under  these  considerations,  I  confirmed  the  engage- 
ment concluded  between  the  Peishwa  and  the  Resident  at 
Poonah,  on  the  day  on  which  I  received  it,  and  I  accordingly 
instructed  the  Resident  to  signify  to  his  Highness  my  ratifi- 
cation of  that  engagement,  and  my  resolution  to  employ  every 
effort  of  the  British  power  for  the  restoration  of  his  auUiority. 


*  A  corruptioD  of  Rugghoo-bhge. 
t  See  Tol.  ii.  Appendix,  p.  709. 
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The  Britbh  Resideot  waa  also  instructed  to  direct  his  atten- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  the  terms  of  the  proposed  alii- 
vice,  hy  endeavouring  to  obtain  the  Peishwa's  consent  to 
those  stipulations,  which  his  Highness  had  hitherto  rejected, 
and  to  such  additional  concessions  as  appeared  to  be  expedi- 
ent for  the  better  security  and  improvement  of  the  British 
interests  in  that  quarter  of  India;  and  the  Resident  was  iur- 
ther  directed  to  avail  himself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
reducing  the  proposed  conditions  of  alliance  to  ihe  form  of  a 
definitive  treaty.  At  the  same  time  I  traosmitted  instructions 
to  the  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  and  to  the 
resident  nt  Hyderabad,  confirming  the  requisition  of  the  Resi- 
dent at  Poonah,  for  assembling  troops  at  the  proposed  sta- 
tions, with  a  view  to  iulfil  the  engagements  concluded  with 
the  Feisfawa.  Desirous  of  comprehending  the  principal 
branches  of  the  Mahratta  empire  in  a  general  system  of  de- 
fensive alliance  and  guarantee,  on  the  basis  of  the  engage- 
ments so  happily  concluded  with  bis  Highness  the  Nizam,  in 
October,  1800, 1  determined  to  combine  with  the  measures  to 
be  adopted  for  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa,  the  renewal 
of  my  invitation  to  DowlutRowScindiah  to  partake  the  bene- 
fits of  the  defensive  alliance ;  and  I  accordingly  instructed 
the  Resident  at  Scindiah's  Court  to  proceed  trom  Futtehgui 
to  that  chiellain's  camp  with  the  utmost  practicable  expe- 
dition, for  the  purpose  of  concerting  with  Scindiah  the  means 
of  restoring  the  Peishwa  to  the  musnud,  and  of  proposing 
to  Scindiah  the  terms  under  which  that  chieftain  might  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  benefit  of  the  general  defensive  engagements 
concluded  with  the  Peishwa. 

11.  The  detail  of  the  measures  to  be  adopted  for  the  com- 
pletion of  our  engagements  to  the  Peishwa  were  necessarily 
confided  to  the  direction  and  judgment  of  the  Resident  at 
Poonah ;  but  that  oflicer  was  instructed  to  adopt  every  prac- 
ticable precaution  to  preclude  every  risk  of  hostilitieB  between 
the  British  troops  and  those  of  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar,  and  to 
endeavour  to  secure  the  accomplbhment  of  oiu:  views  by  the 
means  of  amicable  negotiation. 

12.  In  the  actual  state  of  the  affairs  of  the  Mahratta  em- 
pire, it  would  have  been  a  measure  of  indispensable  precau- 
tion to  have  assembled  a  considerable  army  of  observation 
upon  the  frontier  of  ike  Mahratta  territories.  This  important 
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eonsideration,  combined  with  the  communication  which  the 
right  honourable  the  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Resident  at  Poonah,  of  the  progress  of  our 
negotiation  with  the  Feishwa,  had  induced  his  Lordship  to 
issue  orders  for  assembling  a  considerable  army  within  the 
ceded  districts,  without  awaiting  tbe  arrival  of  my  instruc- 
tions for  that  purpose.  The  honourable  the  Governor  of 
Bombay  pursued  the  same  wise  and  salutary  course  of  vigi- 
lance and  prudence,  by  placing  in  a  state  of  preparation,  for 
immediate  service,  the  disposable  force  at  that  Presidency. 
A  considerable  detachment  of  the  subsidiary  force  at  Hy- 
derabad was  also  directed  by  the  Resident  at  Hyderabad  to 
be  prepared  for  eventual  service  in  the  field  in  conformity  to 
the  requisition  of  the  Resident  at  Foonah, 

13.  By  advices  received  subsequently  to  the  despatch  of 
my  instructions  to  the  Resident  at  Poonah,  and  to  the  Go- 
vernors of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  I  was  informed 
that  the  Peishwa  had  efiFected  hia  retreat  to  Mhar,  a  fort 
situated  on  the  river  of  Bancoote  in  the  Concan ;  and  that 
Holkar  now  despaired  of  the  success  of  his  endeavours  either 
to  obtain  the  Peishwa's  voluntary  return  to  Poonah,  or  to 
seize  bis  Highness's  person,  that  Holkar  had  detached  a 
force  to  Jejoory  (a  fort  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  Poonah, 
and  being  the  actual  residence  of  Amrut  Row),  and  had 
brought  Amrut  Row  to  Poonah  with  the  intention  of  investing 
Amrut  Row  with  the  general  administration  of  affairs,  and 
of  placing  the  son  of  Amrut  Row  on  the  musnud,  while  Jes- 
wunt  Row  Holkar  proposed  to  assume  the  general  command ' 
of  the  army  of  the  state.  To  this  arrangement  I  was  further 
informed  that  Amrut  Row  was  not  disposed  to  accede ;  I  also 
received  advice  that  the  Peishwa  had  signified  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  Bombay,  through  the  officers  stationed  at  Ban- 
coote, a  desire  of  eventually  seeking  an  asylum  at  Bombay, 
and  that  his  Highness  had  solicited  the  Government  of  Bom- 
bay to  direct  a  ship  to  be  prepared  at  Bancoote  for  his  High- 
ness's conveyance  to  Bombay  or  to  Bassein,  if  such  a  measure 
should  appear  to  be  necessary  for  the  safety  of  bis  person. 
The  honourable  the  Governor  of  Bombay  complied  with  the 
latter  application,  by  directing  the  ship  Herculean  to  proceed 
to  Bancoote,  and  to  he  prepared  for  the  Peishwa's  eventual 
accommodation.    The  Resident  at  Poonah  being  apprized  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


180S.  THE  SKCRBT  COMMITTEE.  9 

these  circumstances  suggested  to  the  Governor  of  Bombay 
theTexpediency  of  discouraging  the  Peishwa  from  seeking  an 
asylum  within  the  British  territory,  until  my  sentiments  and 
intentions  with  respect  to  the  affairs  of  the  Peishwa  should 
be^made  known,  and  the  Resident  recommended  that  the 
Peishwa  should  be  advised  to  maintain  his  position  at  Mhar 
to  the  latest  possible  period  of  time  consistently  with  the 
safety 'of  bis  Higbness's  person. 

14.  Under  the  determination  which  I  had  adopted  of  em- 
ploying every  effort  for  the  restoration  of  the  Peisbwa's 
authority,  and  in  the  actual  situation  of  the  Peisbwa's  affairs, 
it  appeared  to  me  to  be  extremely  desirable  that  the  Peishwa 
should  immediately  place  himself  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  power  by  retiring  to  Bombay.  I  considered  that  this 
measure  would  preclude  all  hazard  of  precipitating  hostihties 
with  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar,  by  any  advance  of  the  British 
troops  for  the  protection  of  the  Peisbwa's  pefson,  and  would 
enable  the  British  Government  to  open  a  negotiation  with 
Jeswunt  Row  Holkar  for  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa  to 
the  musnud  of  Poonafa,  under  every  circumstance  of  advan- 
tage. This  event  would  also  enable  us  to  combine  with  our 
other  measures,  under  great  advantage,  the  proposed  nego- 
tiation with  Scindiah  for  the  conclusion  of  defensive  arrange- 
ments. It  was  obvious,  also,  that  the  Peisbwa's  arrival  at 
Bombay  would  afford  the  most  favourable  opportunity  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  terms  of  the  definitive  alliance  with  the 
Peishwa  on  the  basis  of  my  original  propositions,  with  the 
addition  of  such  stipulations  as  might  appear  to  be  expedient 
with  reference  to  the  actual  crisis  of  affairs. 

\5.  With  these  sentiments,  I  transmitted  instructions  to 
the  Government  of  Bombay  for  the  reception  and  accommo- 
dation of  the  Peishwa  at  that  Presidency,  and  for  regulating 
the  conduct  of  that  government  in  conformity  to  the  measures 
which  I  had  resolved  to  adopt 

16.  Since  the  despatch  of  those  instructions,  I  have  re- 
ceived advices  from  Poonah  stating,  that,  although  Amrut 
Row  continues  to  be  adverse  to  the  arrangement  proposed  by 
Jeswunt  Row  Holkar,  the  affairs  of  government  are  con- 
ducted under  the  authority  of  Amrut  How's  name,  and  that 
a  considerable  force  had  been  detached  to  the  Concan  with  a 
view  to  seize  the  person  of  the  Peishwa.     By  advices  from 
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Bombay  it  appeared  that  the  Peishwa  bad  availed  tninself  of 
the  otkr  of  the  ship  Herculean,  and  had  proceeded  on  that 
ship  to  a  strong  fort  in  the  Concan,  named  Sevemdroog, 
where  his  person  might  probably  be  secare  against  the  at* 
tempts  of  the  usurper. 

17.  The  despatches  from  Bombay  farther  state  that  the 
Peishwa  bad  formally  recognized  the  engag»nents  concluded 
between  him  and  the  British  Resident,  and  had  applied  for 
a  detachment  of  British  troops  in  part  of  the  stipulated  sub- 
sidiary force,  for  the  immediate  protection  of  his  person. 

IS.  By  the  latest  accounts  it  appears  that  Dowhit  Row 
Scindiah  is  .collecting  his  forces  with  a  view  of  opposing  Jes- 
wimt  Row  Holkar,  and  that  Scindiah  has  actually  ctmimenced 
his  march  from  his  capital  of  Ougein  towards  Poonafa. 

19.  Both  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar  and  Amrut  Row  have  em- 
ployed every  endeavour  to  induce  the  Resident  at  Poonab  to 
continue  at  thA  city,  manifestly  with  the  view  to  obt^n  the 
countenance  of  the  British  Government  in  sanctioning  the 
projected  revolution  in  the  government  of  the  Mabratta  em- 
pire. The  Resident  has  prudently  rejected  every  advance 
of  this  nature,  and  ha«  persisted  in  his  resoIuUon  to  retire  to 
Bombay,  for  which  presidency  he  with  difficulty  obtained 
permission  to  depart  on  the  SStb  ultimo. 

SO.  At  the  conferences  holden  by  the  Reudent  with  Amrut 
Row  and  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar,  cm  &e  eve  of  the  Resident's 
departure  from  Poonah,  both  those  chieftains  expressed  their 
solicitude  for  the  preservation  of  the  fnendsbip  of  the  British 
Government,  and  directiy  and  eamestiy  append  to  the  Re- 
sident for  his  advice  in  tbe  present  situation  of  affairs.  Jes- 
wunt Row  Holkar  expressly  intimated  a  wish  for  the  media- 
tion of  tbe  Resident,  for  tbe  express  purpose  of  effecting  an 
accommodatbn  with  the  Peishwa.  The  Resident  informed 
Jeswunt  Row  Holkar  that  for  this  purpose  it  was  indispen- 
sably necessary  that  both  parties  should  consent  to  refer  their 
diflerencea  to  the  mediation  of  the  British  Govenmient :  but 
that  the  Resident  could  not  undertake  sucb  mediation  with- 
out tbe  orders  of  the  Governor-General.  The  Resident  at 
the  same  time  advised  Amrut  Row  and  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar 
to  explain  their  views  by  a  direct  application  to  the  Governor- 
General.  At  the  Resident's  final  interview  with  Amrut  Row, 
that  chieftain  delivered  three  letters  to  my  address,  one  from 
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bimself,  and  tbe  others  irom  the  peisons  who  at  present  ex- 
ercise the  functions  of  ministers  of  the  State,  the  purport  of 
tboae  letters  is  to  solicit  tbe  countenance  and  support  of  tbe 
Britiab  GoTemmect  by  tbe  appointment  of  a  Resident  in  the 
place  of  Colonel  Close,  whose  departure  from  Poonah  to 
Bombay  is  represented  by  Amrut  Row  and  his  Ministers  to 
be  an  abdication  of  his  station  of  representative  of  tbe  British 
Government  at  tbe  Court  of  Poonah. 

HI.  I  have  also  had  tbe  satiafaction  to  receive  from  Dowlut 
Row  Scindiab  a  letter  soliciting  tbe  continuance  of  the  friend- 
ship of  this  Government  towards  his  state  and  that  of  tbe 
Peishwa,  and  containing  a  request  that  I  will  act  in  concert 
with  him  in  the  present  crisis  of  affairs  at  Poonah. 

82,  This  appeal  to  the  British  power  from  all  parties  con- 
cerned in  the  actual  commotions  of  the  Mahratta  states, 
affords  the  most  favourable  opportunity  for  our  successful 
and  pacific  mediation.  ' 

£3.  In  the  present  conjuncture  of  the  a£birs  of  the  Mah- 
ratta empire,  your  honourable  Committee  will  remark  that 
tbe  British  Government  must  either  persevere  in  its  pacific 
and  equitable  efforts  for  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa's 
authority,  or  must  abandon  all  hope  consistently  with  our 
futb,  honour,  or  permanent  interests  of  concluding  with  any 
of  the  Mahratta  states,  those  defensive  engagements,  which 
are  essential  to  the  complete  consolidation  of  the  British  em- 
pire in  India,  and  to  the  future  tranquillity  of  Hindostan. 

34.  Reviewing  the  general  state  of  affairs  in  the  Mahratta 
empire,  I  entertain  a  confident  expectation  of  the  complete 
eccomplisbment  vf  all  our  views,  and  of  tbe  restoration  of 
tranquillity  within  the  Mahratta  dominions,  by  tbe  means  of 
anucable  negotiation.  It  appears  probable  that  Scindiab  will 
cordially  co-operate  with  the  British  Government  in  the  re- 
storation of  the  Peishwa's  authority,  and  will  consent  in  the 
actual  state  of  his  own  affairs  to  become  a  party  in  tbe  pro- 
posed system  of  defensive  engagement,  it  cannot  be  supposed 
that  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar  will  reject  any  reasonable  pro- 
posals of  accommodation  supported  by  the  combined  power 
and  influence  of  the  British  Government  and  Scindiab.  The 
intentions  of  tbe  Rajah  of  Berar  appear  to  be  uocertun. 
That  chieflain  now  ostensibly  favours  the  cause  of  Jeswunt 
Row  Holkar;  but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  tbe 
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'Rajah  of  Berar  is  actuated  entirely  by  the  cautious  policy  of 
apparently  favounng  the  cause  of  the  successful  party.  His 
Highness  the  Nizam  is  disposed  to  concur  in  any  course  of 
measures  which  the  British  Government  may  adopt  for  the 
success  of  our  mutual  views  of  defensive  alliance  with  the 
Mahratta  states. 

25.  Since  the  commencement  of  this  despatch  I  have  re- 
ceived advices  from  Bombay,  notifying  the  embarkation  of 
the  Peishwa,  under  convoy  of  the  ship  Herculean  from 
Sevemdroog  for  Bassein,  and  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Close 
from  Poonah  at  Bombay  on  the  3rd  instant. 

26.  These  events  will  probably  accelerate  the  conclusion  of 
defensive  engagements  with  the  Peishwa,  and  will  enable 
Colonel  Close  immediately  to  open  a  negotiation  with  Amrut 
Row  and  Jeswunt  Kow  Holltar. 

27.  I  have  directed  Colonel  Close  and  the  Governor  of 
Bombay  to  apprize  your  honourable  Committee  of  the  exist- 
ing state  of  affairs  at  the  time  when  this  despatch  shall  pass 
through  Bombay. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 
honourable  Sirs, 
your  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

Welleslev. 


[EncloiQre  A.  referred  to  at  p.  3.j 


JV.  B.  Edmonilone,  Etg.  Secretary  to  GoBemmeal,  to  Lieut  -Colonel  Cltue, 
Retident  at  Poonah. 

Si»,  Furt  Wmiam,  23d  Jane,  1802. 

1.  In  obedience  to  the  commaDds  of  his  Excellencf  the  most  Dobl«  the 
Governor-General  in  council,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  address  you  for  the 
purpose  of  camoiunicatinK  ^^  70o  !>>■  Gicellency'a  acntimeotB,  on  the  pro- 
potitioDs  of  the  Peishwa  detailed  in  Colonel  Palmer's  letter.  No.  296, 
dated  the  30th  of  Noveuiber,  IBOl,  andof  convefiDj^  toyouhisExceUeacy's 
instructions  for  yoot  ^idance,  in  conducting  a  ne)(otiation  for  the  c<mcla- 
sioDofrob^iuyengBfrementswiih  the  Court  of  Poonabi  and  I  am  directed 
to  take  this  opportanity  to  acknowled)^  the  receipt  of  your  despatches, 
noted  in  the  margin. 

2.  The  observations  and  iDatnictioas  which  I  am  ordered  to  communi- 
cate to  you  are  as  follow. 

3.  The  negotiation!  at  Poonah  have  assumed  suth  different  aspects  at 
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vAfiouB  periodB  of  time,  daring  Colonel  Palmer's  ruideace,  and  have  been 
involved  in  nicb  iutricac;  and  difficulty,  tbat  it  is  become  aecewuy  to 
reviK  with  accoracy  the  whole  course  of  our  transactions  at  that  Court  for 
■onie  time  past,  in  order  to  draw  juat  conclusions  with  ref^anl  to  the  general 
disposition  of  the  State  of  Poonah  towards  the  Britiali  GoTemment. 

4.  A  review  of  the  transactions  wliich  have  passed  between  the  British 
Qoveroment,  and  that  of  Poonah,  and  of  the  conduct  and  policy  of  the 
latter  with  respect  to  the  British  Government  since  his  Excellency's  arrival 
in  India,  nill  be  sufficient  to  demoikstrate  that  the  Peighwa  (notwithstand- 
ing the  general  tenor  of  his  profeuiona,  and  the  various  artifices  employed 
by  his  Highness  to  conceal  from  the  British  Government  the  real  purport 
of  those  intrigues,  which  were  disclosed  by  the  records  of  the  late  Tippoo 
Snltaun)  has  not  only  been  uniformly  and  progressively  jealoui  of  tbe 
power  of  the  British  nation  in  India,  but  actively  hostile  to  our  prosperity 
to  the  utmost  practicable  extent,  consistently  with  the  secant;  of  Us  go- 
vernment, and  with  the  irresolution  and  timidity  of  his  character. 

6.  In  the  year  1798,  the  authority  of  Baajy  Row  was  reduced  to  a  slate 
of  extreme  weakness  hy  tbe  imbecility  of  his  counsels,  by  the  instability 
and  treachery  of  his  disposition,  and  by  the  prevalence  of  internal  discord, 
and  in  that  crisis,  bis  government  was  menaced  with  destruction  by  the 
overbearing  power  of  Scindiah.  It  was  evident  that  the  Peishwa  could  not 
expect  to  be  relieved  from  the  oppressive  contronl  of  Scindiah,  and  to  be 
restored  to  a  due  d^ree  of  authority  within  his  own  dominions,  by  any 
other  means  than  by  the  aid  of  the  British  power ;  and  tbe  Peishwa  him- 
self appears  to  have  been  sensible  of  this  truth  i  fur  at  an  early  period  of 
the  year  he  earnestly  and  repeatedly  solicited  the  Govemor-Qeneral'a 
assistance ;  but  even  under  theae  circumstances,  BaaJy  Row  was  ultimately 
induced  to  withhold  his  consent  to  the  just  and  reasonable  conditions  which 
his  Excellency  the  Governor- General  proposed  to  require  from  him  in 
consideration  of  affording  him  the  aid  of  tbe  British  power.  He  delibet. 
rately  preferred  a  situation  of  degradation  and  danger  with  nominal  inde- 
pendance,  to  a  more  intimate  connection  with  the  British  power,  which 
could  not  be  formed  on  principles  calculated  to  secure  to  the  Peishwa  tbe 
constant  protection  of  our  arms,  vviibont  at  the  same  time  establishing  our 
ascendancy  in  the  MabraltB  empire.  Subsequent  events  justify  a  conclu- 
sion, that  the  long  and  sfstematic  course  of  deceitful  and  evasive  policy 
pursued  by  the  Peishwa,  on  this  occasion,  was  not  less  tbe  result  of  a  de- 
termined spirit  of  hostility,  than  of  his  characteristic  jealousy  and  irreso- 

6.  The  Court  of  Poonah  now  viewed  tbe  rapid  approach  of  a  severe 
contest  between  the  Bridsh  power  and  llppoo  Sullann.  This  crisis  pre- 
sented various  advantages  to  the  fiuthless  and  sordid  policy  of  tbe  Peishwa. 
in  the  pursuit  of  which,  he  would  have  been  embarrassed  by  a  more  close 
aWancB  with  the  Company.  The  eveoW  of  the  war  might  have  offered 
occasions  ofprofit  to  the  Court  of  Poonah,  at  (he  expense  of  either,  or  of 
all  the  Belligerent  powers.  In  this  state  of  a^rs,  the  Peishwa  ad<^ted  a 
system  of  measures  by  which  he  hoped  to  secure  ev«7  contingent  benefit 
which  could  be  derived  either  from  our  fiulure  or  from  our  success.    Hit 
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Hif^hness  therefore  endeftTonred  to  frame  hit  (.-onDdli  on  m  corapUcsted  • 
bMit  u  to  deceive  ererr  state  concerned  in  the  war,  and  nltimalel;  to 
reserve  to  himself  every  pretensioo  which  coold  be  fonoded,  dther  on  the 
observance  of  equitable  neatrality,  or  on  the  discharge  of  the  dudes  of 
active  alliBDve. 

7.  In  the  spirit  of  these  councils,  on  the  Oovernor-Oeneral's  first  appli- 
cation to  the  Peishws  for  his  co-operation  against  "iRppoo  Sultaun,  in  th« 
event  of  a  contest  with  that  prince,  the  Peishwa  endeavoured  to  justi^ 
an  ostensible  neutrality,  and  to  evade  the  obUgatioo  of  the  triple  alliance, 
under  the  pretext,  that  tbe  defensive  eagagetnenta  concluded  at  tiie  ter- 
mination of  the  war  wttb  Tippoo  Suhann  in  1792,  were  binding  only  on 
his  predecessor.  Being  compelled  to  abandon  this  absurd  pretext,  tbe 
Priahwa  professed  a  cordial  disposition  to  co-uperate  with  the  British  uma 
against  the  eomoion  enemy  in  conformity  to  his  engagements ;  bnt  by  a 
course  of  studied  evasion  and  systematic  deceit,  fae  avoided  all  active 
interference  in  the  contest  with  'Hppoo  Sultaun,  and  actually  maintained 
an  amicable  intercoone  with  the  enemy  thrmgh  the  channel  of  Uppoo 
SultMin'a  VaLeria  whom  ifae  Peisbwa  persisted  in  detaining  at  his  court, 
in  opposition  to  the  repeated  and  eame«t  remonstrances  of  the  Governor- 
General.  On  the  conclusinn  of  the  war,  the  Peisbwa  endeavoured  to 
josti^  this  violation  of  his  faith,  and  to  eatablish  his  claim  to  apartidpation 
in  the  profits  of  the  war,  by  arguments  founded  on  the  embarmtsed  con- 
dition of  his  government,  and  on  the  inoffensive  nature  of  his  intercourse 
with  Tippoo  Sultaun. 

g.  The  amicable  professions  of  tbe  Peisbwa,  and  his  apparent  disposition 
to  coHiperate  in  the  common  cause  to  tbe  extent  that  might  be  practicable 
under  the  distractions  which  prevailed  in  the  Government  of  Poonah,  had 
impressed  the  mind  of  the  GovemoT'General  with  a  favourable  opinion  of 
(he  Peisbwa's  intentions,  and  accordingly,  his  Excellency  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  honourable  the  Court  of  Directors,  under  date  the  20th  of 
March,  1799,  expressed  his  conviction  that  tbe  disposition  of  the  Court  of 
Poonah,  continued  perfectly  fiivourable  to  the  British  interests,  and  that 
want  of  power  would  be  the  sole  cause  of  its  inaction  in  the  event  of  a  war 
with  Tippoo  Sultaun.  The  equivocal  and  eviiive  conduct  of  the  Peisbwa 
however,  aubsequently  to  that  period  of  time,  suggested  considerable  doubts 
of  the  sincerity  of  his  attachment  to  the  cause  of  tbe  allies,  and  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,  those  doubts  were  corrob(H«ted  by  the  correspon- 
dence between  Tippoo  Sultaun  and  his  agents  at  Poonah,  and  by  letters  from 
Nana  Fumareeae,  and  other  Mahretta  chieftuns,  to  Tippoo  Sultaun,  fvhich 
were  discovered  among  the  records  of  Seringapatam.  The  combined  eri- 
ience  of  those  documents,  and  the  Peishwa's  conduct  during  the  war, 
afibrd  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  hostility  of  his  disposition  towards  the 
Britisli  power,  and  justify  a  conclusion  that  if  fortune  had  appeared  to 
bvonr  the  enemy,  the  Peishwa  would  openly  have  eipoused  hit  cause. 

9.  Although  the  Authlesa  conduct  of  the  Peishwa  not  only  deprived  him 
ot  all  title  to  participate  in  tbe  advantages  of  the  war,  but  exposed  him  to 
tbe  just  resentment  of  the  allies,  the  Oovemor-General  determined  to  re- 
tnin  ^m  any  meuan*  of  a  vindictive  lutture,  and  to  adopt  the  more 
liberal  policy  of  conciliating  the  Peishvra's  interests,  and  of  proridtng  for 
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the  Kcnrity  of  the  alUes  mmI  for  the  general  tnDquillit;  of  India,  b^  re- 
petttDjf  hia  inriution  to  the  Peiahm  to  accede  to  the  propoul  of  fi;enenl 
defeniire  alliance  and  mutual  ftnarantee  which  his  Excellency  had  before 
nHuccenfuHf  offered  to  the  Peishwa's  acceptance.  Accordingly  at  the 
cloM  of  the  irar  in  I799>  the  propoeitions  for  the  coDcluiion  of  defeuive 
and  gabtidiary  enKagemeott  triih  the  Peiihwa  were  renei*ed  under  circnm- 
fltances  of  peculiar  advantage  to  the  latter,  who,  by  acceding  lo  thoae  pro- 
potitions,  would  not  only  bare  tteen  emancipated  from  the  oppresjire  control 
of  Sciodiah,  and  have  been  re-inetsted  in  the  due  exercise  of  his  authority, 
bat  would  hare  been  admitted  to  a  participation  in  the  conquered  territory 
of  Mysore  t  bnt  after  a  resatiouR  and  illuBory  discnision  o!  the  propoeition 
doringa  period  of  Beveral  months,  tbe  negotiatioD  was  closed  by  the  Peish  wa'a 
refection  of  the  conditions  of  defensive  alliance  under  any  admissible  modi- 
fication of  them.  The  circumstances  of  that  negotiation  afford  the  strongest 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Peishwa  never  seriously  intended  to  enter  into 
any  engagements  on  the  basis  of  those  propositions,  and  that  he  had  no 
other  intention  from  the  commencement  of  the  negotiation,  than  to  avoid 
the  consequences  of  an  unqualified  refusal  to  treat;  to  deceive  the  public, 
and  ^e  Oovemor-General,  by  appearances  of  a  disposition  to  concur  in 
the  views  of  the  British  Government  for  the  tranquillity  of  India,  and  to 
deter  Scindiah  from  the  prosecution  of  his  ambitions  designs,  by  persuad- 
ing that  chieftain  that  the  Peishwa  bad  it  in  his  power,  and  in  his  contem- 
plation, to  avail  himself  of  the  protection  of  the  British  arms. 

10.  The  negotiations  which  followed  the  renewal  of  the  Govemor-Oene- 
ral'g  propoaitions  in  the  month  of  April,  IBOO,  were  conducted  on  the  part 
of  the  PeisbwR  in  the  same  spirit  of  temporizing  policy,  aud  studied  evasion, 
which  chancteriied  his  conduct  in  every  previona  discussion.  His  long  and 
degrading  subjection  to  the  power  of  Sdndiah,  hia  repeated  experience 
of  the  perfidy  and  violence  of  that  nnprincipled  chieftain,  the  internal 
diatractiona  which  prevailed  in  his  government,  and  the  constnousneaa 
of  bia  inability  to  relieve  himaelf  from  the  pressure  of  bis  accumulated 
difBcnIties,  and  to  secure  the  efficient  exercise  of  his  authority  were  insuffi- 
nent  to  subdue  the  emotions  of  his  jealous  fears,  and  to  induce  him  to  rely 
vrith  confidence  on  the  protection  of  that  state,  which  atone  poseeseed  the 
power  and  the  will  to  extricate  him  from  his  embanassmenls,  and  to  place 
him  in  a  situation  of  comparative  dignity  and  security. 

11.  Those  negotiations  were  closed  in  the  month  of  September  1800, 
<when  various  unprecedented  acts  of  violence  and  extortion  on  the  part  of 
Sdndiah  bad  aggravated  the  press n re  of  the  Peishwa's  aSmrs  and  virtually 
annihilated  his  authority,)  by  the  Peisbwa's  absolute  rejection  of  the  prin- 
dpal  articles  of  the  Govemor-Generers  propositions ;  and  be  may  be  cnn- 
aidered  to  have  rejected  those  propoaitiona  again,  by  hia  refuaal  to  beeome 
a  party  in  the  treaty  of  generaldefensive  alliance  concluded  with  theNiiam 
in  October  1800,  which  waa  tendered  to  his  acceptance. 

12.  Whik  these  several  negotiations  were  depending,  the  Feithwa  was 
at  different  times  employed  in  carrying  on  intrigues,  for  the  purpose  of 
detaching  the  Nizam  from  his  connexion  with  the  Company,  with  a  view 
to  the  subversion  of  the  British  power  and  influence  in  the  Deccan.  Little 
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doubt  exwU  in  hii  Excelleucy  the  GoTernor-General'i  mind,  of  the  Mitheii' 
ticity  of  KandirHoM«aine's  miiNon  towvda  tbecloK  of  the  year  1800,  and 
of  the  PeUhwa's  participation  with  Scindiah  in  the  objects  of  that  miwioa ; 
and  although  his  Excelleacy  u  by  do  meant  convinced  of  the  existence  of 
the  confederacy  ascribed  to  the  Mahratta  Slate,  in  the  paper  of  inteiligcnce 
trangroitted  in  the  despatch  from  the  Reudent  at  Hyderabad,  onder  date  the 
28th  of  November,  last,  the  Governor-General  ia  satisfied,  that  the  object 
of  Suddasheo  Ron  Muukaiser's  intrigue  at  the  Court  of  Hyderabad  was, 
to  effect  the  diaaolution  of  the  alliaDce  between  the  Company  and  the 
Nizam,  and  to  engage  his  Highness  to  nnite  with  the  Mahrattaa  at  any 
future  favourable  opportunity,  for  the  subversion  of  the  British  power.  On 
this  lubject  hid  Excellency  inclines  lo  the  opinion  which  you  have  ex- 
pressed in  your  letter  of  the  13th  of  February,  last,  ihat  the  object  of 
Muukaisir's  mission  was,  "  if  possible,  to  shalie  our  alliance  with  the 
Nizam,  and  thus  extinguish  our  power  and  influence  in  the  Det»n;  but 
without  comprehending  any  settled  or  projected  plan  for  the  co-operation 
of  the  French,  a  means  of  snpport  however,  which  might  have  been  even- 
tually retorted  to." 

13.  The  inference  to  be  deduced  from  these  conetderations,  is,  that  until 
Irresistibly  compelled  by  the  exigency  of  his  a&irs  to  have  recourse  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Company,  the  Peiahwa  will  never  be  induced  to  enter 
into  any  engagements,  which  in  hia  apprehension  would  afford  to  the  Bri- 
tith  Government  the  means  of  acquiring  an  ascendancy  in  the  Mahratta 
empire.  If  at  a  time  when  his  authority  was  reduced  to  the  lowest  state 
of  degradation,  and  when  his  government  was  menaced  with  destruction 
by  the  immediate  presence  of  Scindiah  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army  in 
the  vicinity  of  Pounah,  and  when  no  apparent  means  existed  for  the  relief 
of  the  Peishwa  from  the  violence  and  usurpation  of  that  ambitious  duef- 
tun,  but  the  acceptance  of  the  proBTered  aid  of  the  British  Goverroent,  the 
Peithwa  deemed  it  to  be  his  wisest  policy  to  refuse  hit  assent  to  the  liberal 
and  advantageous  propositions  of  the  British  Government,  there  is  still 
less  reason  to  expect  his  acquiescence  in  thoae  propositions,  or  in  any 
modification  of  them,  by  which  in  his  opinion,  the  authority  of  his  govern- 
ment would  in  any  degree  be  subjected  to  the  control  of  the  British 
power,  at  a  season  when  the  exigency  of  bis  a&in  is  diminished  by  the 
abaence  of  his  rival. 

14.  But  whatever  degree  of  jealousy  the  Peishwa  may  enlertain  of  the 
atcendaacy  of  the  British  state  in  the  political  scale  of  India,  and  however 
solicitous  he  may  be  to  effect  its  subversion,  he  ia  sensible  that  in  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  the  British  power,  the  preservation  of  our  friendship  is 
necessary  to  bis  security,  and  the  Peishwa  is  aware  that  in  the  present 
distiacted  state  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  and  the  weak  condition  of  hit 
government,  he  is  hourly  exposed  to  dangers  which  cannot  be  averted, 
otherwise  than  by  the  aid  of  the  British  power,  or  by  the  belief  of  lus 
refractory  chieftuns,  that  he  can  resort  to  tbataid  whenever  he  may  think 

Ifi.  To  the  operation  of  this  principle  are  to  be  ascribed  the  frequent 
applications  wUch  the  Peishwa  has  made  for  the  aid  of  British  troops, 
and  the  illusory  negotiations  which   he   has  maintained  for  the  improve- 
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ment  of  bit  conDection  with  the  Company.  And  upon  the  same  principle, 
the  Peishwa'B  jeiloua  fean,  and  the  proeecution  of  aecret  intrignu  for 
pnrpo8M  hostile  to  the  British  ioteresu,  are  perfectly  recoodleable  with 
Ihe  proposala  which  he  has  lately  made  for  subsidizing  a  body  of  British 
troops. 

16-  FVom  the  view  which  has  thus  been  taken  of  thedisporition  and  coq- 
dnct  of  the  Frisbwa  towards  the  British  power,  and  from  a  consideration 
of  the  actual  condition  of  hii  government  with  reference  both  to  ita  inter' 
nal  wealiness  and  to  the  state  of  its  external  relatione,  it  is  to  be  inferred 
that  in  the  actual  situation  of  affairs,  no  expectation  can  reasonably  be 
entertained  of  the  Peishwa'sacquieacenee  in  any  arrangement  founded  on 
the  basia  of  the  Govern or-Qener«l's  original  propositions,  and  that  in 
maicing  the  propoaals  deactilied  in  your  predecessor's  letter  of  the  30ih  of 
Norember  last,  the  Peishwa  is  influenced  either  by  views  and  intentions 
similar  to  those  which  regulated  his  conduct  during  the  negoiialiona  of 
1799  and  1800,  or  if  he  be  sincere  in  those  proposals  by  the  hope  of 
obtaining  the  aid  of  the  British  power  for  the  re-establishment  and  secu- 
rity of  his  aathority,  without  hazarding  the  introduction  of  that  degree  of 
control  and  ascendancy  which  it  must  be  our  interest  to  establish  in  the 
Mahratta  stales,  and  which  it  is  his  ohject  to  avoid.  Admitting  that  the 
Peishwa  is  sincere  in  his  proposals,  it  is  proper  with  the  view  to  deter- 
mine the  course  of  measures  which  it  is  expedient  to  adopt  on  the  present 
occasion,  to  consider  upon  what  grounds  the  Pdghwa  may  expect  to  limit 
Ihe  {^ration  of  the  proposed  engagements  to  the  object  above  described, 
and  whether  the  British  intereatt  would  be  promoted  in  any  degree  by 
acceding  to  those  engagements,  or  to  any  other  modification  of  them. 

17.  The  Peishwa  is  aware  that  the  permanent  establishment  of  a  British 
force  in  the  vicinity  of  Poonah,  would  immediately  place  him  in  some 
degree  in  a  state  of  dependance  upon  the  British  power,  and  therefore  he 
his  stipulated  that  the  subsidiary  force  shall  be  retained  within  the  Com- 
pany's dominions  at  all  times  except  when  he  shall  require  its  actual  acr- 
vices.  If  be  should  ever  conclude  subsidiary  engagements  on  these  terms 
he  would  never  apply  for  the  aid  of  the  stipulated  force,  except  in  cases 
of  the  utmost  emergency,  tmd  his  expectation  probably  is,  that  the  know- 
ledge of  his  ability  to  command  so  powerful  a  body  of  troops  as  that  which 
he  proposes  to  subsidize,  would  alone  be  sufficient  to  give  due  weight  to 
his  authority,  and  to  preclude  any  attempt  which  might  otherwise  be  made 
for  the  Bubveraion  of  it.  The  occurrence  of  any  emergency  which  should 
require  the  actual  services  of  the  subsidiary  force,  would  be  rendered  still 
mora  improbable,  by  the  tocal  situation  of  the  territory  which  the  Peishwa 
proposes  to  assign  for  the  charges  of  the  troops.  The  Peiahwa  has  not 
specified  the  territory  which  he  proposes  to  assign  in  Hindostan  for  that 
purpose  i  but  if  by  Hindostan  be  meant  (as  must  be  inferred)  the  country 
north  of  the  Nurbudda,  the  Peiahwa  possesses  merely  a  nominal  authority 
in  that  quarter.  Me  would  probably  make  a  selection  of  the  districts  to 
be  ceded,  with  tbe  inaidioua  view  either  of  reducing  the  territorial  poseea- 
aions  of  Scindiah  or  Holkar,  or  of  relieving  himself  from  the  burthen  of 
Sdndiah's  control,  and  from  the  dread  of  his  power,  by  involving  him  in 
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a  contest  with  the  Britith  GoTemmeat,  or  by  rendering  it  neceeevy  for 
Scindiah  to  iceep  the  main  body  of  hia  army  within  his  own  territories 
for  the  porpoM  of  ffuurdiiiK  them  aguaat  the  effects  of  those  hostile  mea- 
Rures  which  the  British  Oovernment  might  be  expected  to  adopt  under 
the  obligation  of  the  proposed  engagements,  in  the  event  of  Scindiah  beio; 
hereafter  disposed  to  resume  the  same  posilion  in  the  ricioity  of  Poooah, 
which  he  so  long  occupied  at  the  head  of  a  nnmerons  body  of  bis  forces. 

18.  Moreover,  as  the  Peishira  probably  derives  no  revenue  from  the 
territory  which  he  proposes  to  assign  for  the  charges  of  the  subsidiary 
force,  and  his  authority  in  it  is  merely  nominal,  bis  power  and  resources 
would  not  in  any  degree  be  reduced  by  the  cession,  and  the  situation  of  the 
ceded  districts  would  be  too  distant  and  distinct  from  those  territories  in 
which  the  Peishwa'e  authority  la  established  and  acknowledged,  to  excite 
in  his  mind  any  apprehension  of  t>eing  overawed  or  controlled  by  the 
proximity  of  the  Company's  territorial  power  and  resources.  In  his 
Excellency's  judgment  therefore,  the  cession  of  the  proposed  territory  in 
Hindostan  would  not  in  any  degree  contribnte  to  render  the  Peishwa 
dependant  on  the  support  of  ihe  British  power,  whilst  the  possession  of  a 
territory  insulated  by  the  dominions  of  other  chieftains,  would  be  produc- 
tive of  a  degree  of  embarrassment  and  inconvenience  to  the  Oompany,  far 
overt lalancing  any  advantages  which  might  be  derived  from  the  resources 
of  such  a  territory.  It  is  probable  also  that  it  would  be  found  impracti- 
cable even  to  obtain  possession  of  such  ceded  territory  without  a  con- 
test. At  all  events  it  would  be  necessary  to  maintuo  a  considerable  force 
in  those  distant  possessions.  By  this  amngement  the  Peishwa  would 
derive  the  benefit  of  our  support  without  becoming  subject  to  our  control ; 
his  jealousy  would  not  be  darmed  by  the  establishment  of  a  British  force 
within  his  dominions,  and  his  pride  would  probably  be  gratified  by  enter- 
taining British  auxiliaries  in  his  service  without  any  sacrifice  of  his  autho- 
rity, or  any  diminution  of  his  resources.  He  would  derive  security  not 
from  the  presence  of  a  protecting  British  force,  but  by  acquiring  a  title  to 
command  the  aid  of  the  Company's  troops  in  cases  of  emergency,  and  by 
a  cession  of  territory  in  a  dirtsnt  quarter  of  his  nominal  dominions,  which 
would  either  involve  his  rival  in  a  contest  with  the  British  arms,  or  dimi- 
nish Ihe  territorial  resources  of  that  rival,  or  would  establish  the  British 
authority  in  a  position  calculated  to  restrain  Scindiah  from  any  attempt  to 
subvert  the  Peishwa's  independence. 

19.  The  Peishwa's  consent  to  submit  his  differences  with  the  Nizam, 
ultimately  to  the  arbitration  of  the  Company,  combined  with  the  propo- 
sals above  stated,  would  be  little  more  than  nugatory  with  reference  to 
the  accomplishment  of  any  of  the  objects  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Bri- 
tish tiovemment.  The  Peishwa  would  endeavour  to  embarrass  and 
impede  the  negotiation  for  the  adjustment  of  existing  differences  by  chi- 
cane and  evasion,  and  to  protract  its  arrival  at  that  stage  at  which  the 
British  Government  should  be  required  to  interfere.  It  seems  to  be  the 
policy  of  the  MahrattBS  at  all  times  to  reserve  unadjusted  grounds  of 
claim  upon  the  states  with  which  they  are  connected.  The  sincerity,  there- 
fore, of  the  Peishwa's  desire  to  effect  a  final  adjustment  of  all  hit  Aifkr- 
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eocM  wiib  the  NiMtn  may  reasonably  be  doubled  The  pianled  manner 
IB  which  the  PeiBhvra  haa  expressed  his  scquiescence  in  ihe  arbitration  of 
lie  Bntiih  Government,  partakes  of  the  same  spirit  of  jcalouay  and  dia- 
Inwl  which  regulates  kin  conduct  with  respect  to  the  other  conditions  of 
the  proposed  connection,  and  is  hy  no  means  calculated  to  meet  llie  com. 
prehensive  views  which  dictaled  «ie  oripnal  proposition  for  the  equitable 
•djnstment  of  subsist in)(  differences  betiveen  the  Courts  of  Hyderabad  and 
Poonah.  In  hii  Excellency's  judgment,  this  article  of  the  Peisliwa's  pro- 
posilioiM,  concedes  to  us  no  privile);e  which,  under  the  circumstances  of 
onr  intimate  connection  with  the  Nizam,  we  do  not  already  possess.  The 
NlMm  might  joBtly  insist  on  an  equitable  adjustment  of  subsidiary  claims, 
and  the  Company  as  his  ally,  might  properly  support  him  in  ejtacting  the 
fulfilmeiit  of  the  terms  of  that  adjustment,  if  be  should  appear  to  possess 
•ny  just  claims  on  the  Peishwa,  or  in  resisting  any  other  demands  on  the 
part  of  the  latter,  than  suoh  as  upon  due  inveBtigation  may  be  deemed  to 
be  jrat  and  equitable.  Of  the  remfuning  articles  of  the  Peishwa's  propo- 
■iliona,  some  are  exclusively  connected  with  the  permanent  admission  of  a 
British  subsidi&ry  force  within  the  Peisbwa's  territoi^es,  and  the  remainder 
■re  teiHiered  inapplicable  to  present  circumstaocea  by  Ihe  conclusion  of 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  France  (  but  are  susceptible  of  ih«  mo- 
dification described  in  a  subsequent  part  of  these  instruciione. 

20.  Under  all  these  circumstances  his  Excellency  is  decidedly  of  opi- 
nion that  an  unqualified  coucurreiice  in  the  Peiahwa's  propoaitions  would 
produce  more  injury  than  beneUt  to  the  British  interests  in  India.  The 
cession  of  a  territory  so  rircumstanced  and  so  situated  aa  that  which  the 
Peishwa  proposes  to  aseiga  for  the  discharge  of  the  subsidy,  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  serious  embamssDients  to  the  Company's  aSaira,  and  would 
tend  to  counteract  even  the  partial  au)  prospective  benefits  which  we 
nught  expect  to  derire  from  bis  consent  to  subsidize  a  British  force  under 
the  stipulated  limitations,  if  combined  with  cooditiona  more  consistent 
with  the  interests  of  the  Company.  His  Excellency  haa  no  hesitation, 
therefore,  in  resolving  to  reject  the  Peishwa's  proposals  in  their  present 
form.  Some  considerations,  however,  connected  with  the  present  situation 
of  a&in  in  Europe  and  in  India  dispose  the  Governor-General  to  relax 
in  the  coodilioDS  which  his  Excellency  haa  hitherto  considered  and  de- 
dwed  to  be  indispensable  in  the  conclusion  of  any  engagements  of  a  sub- 
■idiary  and  defensive  nature  with  the  Peishwa,  and  rather  than  abandon 
the  hope  of  establishing  a  further  connection  with  the  state  of  Poonah,  to 
acquiesce  in  the  limitation  which  the  Peishwa  has  proposed  with  respect 
to  the  snbudiary  force,  provided  the  Peishwa  will  consent  to  an  arraiige- 
■ent  for  the  discharge  of  the  subsidy,  more  fevourable  to  onr  views  and 
ioterests  than  that  which  his  Highness  has  offered  to  our  acceptance. 

21.  Under  the  impression  of  that  jealousy  and  apprehension  with  which 
every  member  of  the  Mahratta  empire  regards  the  power  and  ascendancy 
of  the  British  nation  in  India,  and  under  the  existence  of  those  political 
barriers  which  at  present  separate  our  interests  from  those  of  the  Mahratta 
state,  a  gcDersI  aense  of  danger  might  possibly  induce  the  several  chief- 
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t&iiu  who  compose  the  Mahratla  confederacf  to  endesvour  tu  compramin 
their  mutual  differences  aDddisMDBioDs,  to  reconcile  their  discordsnt  inter- 
cfltfl,  and  to  combine  their  respectire  powers  and  resourcea  for  the  pnr- 
pOHs  of  general  secnritj.  The  pomibtlit;  of  this  conjimcture  it  supported 
by  the  circoniBtancea  detiuled  in  your  despatch  of  the  11th  of  April,  1802. 
The  Mahrattas  might  talie  advantage  of  any  favourable  opportiuiity  to 
undermine  or  to  tubvert  the  British  power,  and  circumstances  mifj^t  occur 
to  render  the  opposition  of  the  united  power  of  the  Mahratta  empire  for- 
midable. They  might  avail  themaelves  of  the  pacification  between  Great 
Sritun  and  France  to  form  a  connection  with  the  latter  nation  by  culti- 
vating the  French  interests  through  the  officers  of  that  nation  established 
in  the  service  of  Sciodiah  and  of  other  Mahratta  powers ;  by  encouraging 
FVench  subjects  to  settle  in  the  country  i  by  entertaining  officers  of  that 
nation  in  their  service  for  the  purpose  of  disciplining  their  troops,  or 
even  by  admitting  bodies  of  French  troops  as  auxiliaries.  It  is,  however, 
to  be  remarked,  that  the  habitual  jealousy  entertained  by  the  Mahrattas  of 
every  European  power  in  India,  would  probably  render  them  averse  to  on 
intimate  connection  with  the  French  Government ;  nor  can  it  be  supposed 
consistently  with  ihe  character  of  the  Mahratta  nation,  that  any  of  the 
confederate  states  would  eater  into  an  alliance  with  FVance  under  any  cir- 
cumstances less  urgent  than  the  pressure  of  absolute  necessity  and  self- 
preservation.  It  might,  indeed,  trecome  the  policy  of  the  Mahratta  state 
to  foment  and  exasperate  dissensions  between  the  French  and  British 
power  in  India,  and  occasionally  lo  aid  the  weaker  party  in  the  hope  of 
ultimately  weakening  or  destroying  both.  But  it  appears  more  probable 
that  the  established  character  and  maxims  of  the  Mahrattas  would  incline 
Ibem  rather  to  abstaio  from  any  close  connection  with  any  European  power 
in  India  than  to  seek  the  destruction  of  any  such  power  by  forming  an 
union  of  interests  with  a  power  of  a  similar  description.  The  discordant 
interests  of  the  several  branches  of  the  Mahratta  empire  will  always  fora 
an  obstacle  to  embarrass  the  measure  of  a  general  combination,  and  the 
difficulty  would  certainly  be  increased  if  the  proposed  object  of  such  an 
union  was  ia  any  degree  connected  with  an  European  alliance.  The 
Peishwa  may,  however,  be  induced  to  endeavour  to  establish  an  exclusive 
connection  with  the  French  for  the  maintenance  of  his  separate  authority, 
and  for  the  future  security  of  his  dominions,  although  his  prejudices  and 
character  would  certunly  be  adverse  to  such  a  connection.  While  peace 
continues  between  Great  Britain  and  FVance,  we  can  have  no  pretence  to 
oppose  such  a  connection  j  the  danger,  therefore,  of  this  occurrence  aug- 
ments in  a  great  decree  the  policy  of  concluding  some  engagements  of  a 
defensive  nature  with  the  Peiahwa,  however  inadequate  tbey  may  be  to  the 
complete  accomplishment  of  our  views.  The  conclusion  of  such  engage- 
ments with  the  Peishwa  would  preclude  the  practicability  of  a  general 
confederacy  among  the  Mahratta  states,  and  would  remove  the  induce- 
ments which  the  Peishwa  might  otherwise  have  to  form  a  close  connection 
with  France,  as  well  as  enable  us  to  impede  the  execution  of  any  suck 
project.    This  separate  connection  with  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Mah- 
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ntU  fntplrc  would  not  only  contribute  to  our  wcnrity,  but  trouM  tend  to 
produce  %  ciiei*  of  aflbin  nhkb  ma;  compel  the  remiuniDg  itates  of  the 
empire  to  kceede  to  the  klliaoee. 

23.  The  meftBure  of  gnbaidizinj;;  a  Britisb  force,  e*en  under  the  limitft- 
tioni  irbich  the  Pe'uhwa  hu  annexed  to  that  proposal,  mast  immediatelf 
place  him  in  aome  degree  in  a  state  of  dependence  upon  the  British  power, 
provided  that  measure  be  nncombined  with  any  other  arranfcement  calcu- 
lated to  defeat  tta  operation.  The  dependence  of  a  state  in  any  decree 
upon  the  power  of  another  naturally  tends  to  increase.  A  tense  of  secu- 
rity derived  from  the  support  of  a  foreign  power,  produces  a  relaxation  of 
ti);iUiice  and  caution,  and  the  operation  of  natural  causes  in  augmenting 
the  dependence  of  the  Peishwa  on  the  Bri^h  power  under  the  operation  of 
the  proposed  engagements,  would  be  accelerated  by  the  effect  which  those 
CDgageroents  would  produce  of  detaching  the  state  of  Poonah  from  the 
other  members  of  the  Mahtalta  empire.  It  is,  however,  eaential  to  the 
efficacy  of  the  proposed  subsidiary  engagements  with  reference  to  the 
view*  of  the  British  Government,  that  the  funds  for  the  diichai^  of  the 
anbsidy  should  be  derived  from  the  actual  pecuniary  or  territorial  resource* 
of  the  Peishwa. 

23.  It  remaiue  to  consider  the  policy  of  such  an  arrangement  with  re- 
ference to  the  interests  of  the  Nizam,  and  whether  we  are  warranted  by 
our  engagements  with  the  Court  of  Hyderabad  in  conclading  any  subsi- 
diary engagements  with  the  Court  of  Poonah  on  any  other  terms  than 
those  which  are  specified  in  the  separate  articles  of  the  treaty  of  the  12th 
of  October,  1800. 

24.  With  regard  to  the  first  point,  in  the  aclDa)  state  of  our  connection 
with  the  Nizam  any  engagements  contracted  by  the  Company,  which  are 
calculated  to  place  the  Peishwa  in  a  degree  of  dependence  on  the  British 
Government,  and  to  promote  the  security  of  the  British  empire  in  India, 
most  be  considered  to  be  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  Nizam.  The 
probability  of  our  establishing  a  commanding  influence  in  the  councils  of 
the  Puahwa,  affords  the  only  prospect  of  effectiof;  an  equitable  adjustment 
of  the  differences  Bubsiating  between  the  Peishwa  and  the  Nizam,  and  of 
obtaining  for  the  latter  a  dereliction  of  the  Peishwa's  claim  to  the  Cboute 
of  Bedr ;  the  proposed  arrangement,  therefore,  as  far  as  it  tends  to  pro 
dnce  that  ascendancy  in  the  state  of  Poonah,  is  calculated  to  promote  the 
Nisam's  particular  views,  as  well  as  to  secure  the  general  interests  of  the 
alliance. 

SB.  With  respect  to  the  second  point,  the  lat  article  of  the  separate  and 
secret  articles  aAuexed  to  the  treaty  of  Hyderabad,  stipulates  that  the 
Peishwa  shall  not  be  adntitted  to  the  benefits  of  the  general  defensive  alli- 
ance nnlese  he  shall  accede  to  certmn  conditions  theiein  specified.  Under 
the  arrangement  now  proposed  the  Peishwa  will  not  be  admitted  to  the 
besefita  of  the  general  defensive  alliance.  By  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
of  Hyderabad  the  Nizam  is  entitled  to  the  eventual  employment  of  the 
tAale  military  strength  and  resources  of  the  Company  for  the  defence  of 
Ui  dominions ;  the  ud  which  the  Peishwa  will  be  entitled  to  demand  from 
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tbe  Company  under  tbe  proposed  engagemeots,  ia  limited  to  llie  extenC  of 
the  force  wbicli  he  may  consent  to  eubaidizet  the  Nizam  ia  prohibited  by 
the  15ih  article  of  the  treaty  from  formin);  any  conaection  with  a  forti|[ii 
■tate  without  the  coosent  of  the  British  Government ;  but  this  prohibi- 
tion is  tint  reciprocal.  His  Excellency  the  QoTernor-Oeneral,  therefore, 
is  eatidied  that  no  obitacle  founded  on  our  engageinente  with  the  Court  of 
Hyderabad  exietg,  to  the  conclusion  of  engagements  with  tbe  Peishm  of 
the  nature  of  those  now  under  diMnission. 

26.  It  is  not,  however,  his  Excellency's  intention  that  these  terms  should 
lie  offered  to  the  Peishwa's  acceptance  until  every  endeavour  to  obtain  hit 
concurrence,  in  terms  more  favourable  to  tbe  British  interests,  shall  have 
proved  to  be  ineffectual.  In  the  Utter  event,  bis  Excellency  autboriaes 
and  directs  you  to  accede  to  the  Peishwa's  proposals  of  subsidizing  six 
battalions  of  British  troops  under  the  condition  which  the  Peisbwa  baa 
annexed  to  that  proposal,  that  tbe  subsidiary  force  shall  be  retained  within 
the  Company's  dominions  at  all  times,  except  when  he  shall  require  it* 
actual  services,  provided  that  the  territory  to  be  assigned  for  the  discharge 
of  the  Bu1)sidy  be  selected  from  a  part  of  the  Peishwa's  dominions  which 
is  really  subject  to  his  authority,  and  situated  more  conveniently  for  us 
than  any  territory  which  could  be  ceded  to  us  in  Hindostan.  The  terri- 
tory which  would  lie  most  advantageous  to  us,  is  the  northern  part  of  the 
Concan ;  if,  however,  the  Peisbwa's  disinclination  to  cede  that  or  any 
other  part  of  the  Coocan  should  be  insuperable,  the  Oovemor- General  will 
be  di'iposed  to  accept  of  territory  in  any  other  part  of  his  dominions  which 
may  not  be  so  situated  or  circumstanced  as  to  render  the  possession  of  it 
a  source  rather  of  embarrassment  than  advantage  to  the  interests  of  the 

27>  If  it  should  be  found  impracticable  to  obtain  the  cession  of  this  - 
description  of  territory  to  an  extent  suffident  for  the  discharge  of  the 
subsidy,  his  Excellency  will  have  no  objection  to  receive  a  portion  of  the 
subsidy  in  money  from  the  Peishwa's  treasury,  or  if  tbe  Peisbwa  should 
be  insuperably  averse  to  the  cession  of  any  territory  which  our  interest! 
would  permit  us  to  accept,  his  Excellency  will  be  willing  to  recdve  the 
whole  amount  of  the  subsidy  by  fixed  instalments  in  money.  In  the  event 
however  of  the  Peishwa's  engaging  to  pay  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
subsidy  from  bis  treasury,  it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  security  o( 
responsible  bankers  or  other  valid  security  for  the  regular  payment  of  It. 

28,  The  annual  amount  of  the  subsidy  to  be  provided  for  the  charges  of 
tbe  specified  force,  is  understood  to  be  25  lacs,  the  sum  proposed  by  the 
Peishwa ;  any  diminution  of  that  amount  of  subsidy,  must  be  accompanied 
by  a  proportionate  reduction  of  the  extent  of  the  subsidiary  force. 

29.  The  same  restrictions  with  respect  to  the  employment  of  the  subu- 
diary  foroe  must  be  imposed  as  exist  with  regard  to  the  force  suhaidiaed  by 
the  Nizam,  and  it  may  perhaps  be  necessary  to  guard  particularly  against 
the  possibility  of  the  Peisbiva's  establishing  a  claim  to  the  services  of  the 
subsidiary  force  in  the  prosecution  of  any  hostile  measures  which  be  may 
at  any  time  meditate  against  the  Nizam  under  any  pretence  whatever. 
Tbe  nature  of  the  obligations  subsisting  between  the  Company  and  the 
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Ninm,  obrionaly  preclndes  the  Iwlmiuioa  of  anj  eagoffetaeat  with  the 
Pcichwa  in?o1viBg  a  right  on  his  part  to  demBnd  the  ud  of  (he  subajdiwy 
force  for  the  purpose  sboTe  described.  In  cooduding  subsidiary  engi^ 
nentt,  iberefbre.  with  the  Peishirs,  either  he  should  be  repaired  to  recoif. 
UK  tU«  prindple,  or  an  express  provision  should  be  iatroducecl,  declaring 
Ibw  the  Pdsfawa  shall  io  no  cue  be  entitled  to  claiai  the  serrices  of  the 
British  troops  for  the  prosecution  of  hostilities,  or  for  enforcing  demutds 
agiinst  the  Niiam. 

30.  It  miut  be  di«tioctIy  ondnstood  by  the  Peishwa  that  under  the  ob- 
ligation  of  engagements  concluded  on  the  basis  of  his  late  propositions, 
he  will  not  be  entitled  in  any  case  to  receire  from  the  Company  military 
ud  exceedbg  the  extent  of  the  f<tfce  which  he  may  consent  to  subsidize. 
Under  this  linulstion  of  the  engagement,  no  question  can  arise  with  re- 
q>ect  to  the  admission  of  the  Rajah  of  Derar  to  be  a  pany  to  it.  That 
question  is  exclusively  connected  irith  the  case  of  our  contracting  defcn* 
sive  engagements  with  the  Peishwa  on  the  basis  of  the  Uealy  of  Hydera- 
bad, concluded  on  the  12th  of  October,  1600. 

31.  If  no  hope  can  be  entertained  of  the  Peithwa's  consent  to  the  Com- 
pany's arbitration  of  differences  between  him  and  the  Nizam  in  the  man- 
ner originallf  proposed,  that  branch  of  the  engagement  may  be  concluded 
on  the  tenns  specified  by  Copal  Rao  on  the  occasion  of  hia  communica- 
litm  with  yon  upon  the  subject  of  the  Peishwa's  proposi^ons,  as  detailed 
in  yotir  letter  of  the  21st  of  December  last 

32.  Although  the  conclusioo  of  peace  between  Great  Britun  and  FVance 
prcdndea  »nj  engagements  for  the  exclusion  or  expolsion  of  subjects  of 
France  from  the  Peishwa's  dominions,  it  would  not  be  inconsistent  with 
the  amicable  reUtions  lubsistiog  between  his  Miyesty  and  Frsnce,  to  re- 
quire from  the  Peishwa  an  obligation  to  dismiss  from  bis  service,  and  to 
expel  irom  his  dominions  the  subjects  of  any  European  state  with  which 
we  may  hereaAer  be  engaged  in  war. 

33.  lu  the  event  of  the  Pdshwa'a  consent  to  enter  into  engagements 
with  the  Company  on  the  basis  of  the  foregoing  propositions,  his  ExceU 
lency  the  Governor-General  anthorizea  you  to  condude  a  treaty  with  Urn 
in  the  name  of  the  Company  under  the  prescribed  conditions  subject  to  the 
confimatioB  of  the  Qovemor-Geno^  in  Council. 

34.  Although  Uie  course  of  argument  contained  in  the  form»  part  of 
tius  despatch  tends  to  discourage  all  expectation  of  the  Peishwa's  consent 
to  admit  the  permanent  residenceof  anypart  of  the  subsidiary  force  within 
hi*  dominions  under  any  conditions  whatever,  his  Excellency  directs  that 
jon  will  nevertheless  exert  your  utmost  endeavours  for  that  purpose. 

35.  There  is  atill  less  reason  to  expect  that  in  the  present  state  of  the 
Peishwa's  affanrs  he  will  be  induced  to  condude  any  engagements  with  the 
Company,  upon  the  principles  of  the  treaty  of  general  defensive  alliance 
sub^sting  with  the  Nizam ;  his  Excellency  however,  relies  on  your  zeal  and 
judgment  to  avail  yourself  of  any  circumstances  which  may  afford  a  pros- 
pect of  the  successful  accomplishment  of  this  important  object,  and  with  a 
view  to  provide  for  the  possible  occurrence  of  such  circomstancea,  I  am 
directed  to  state  to  you  the  modification  which,  under  the  present  slate  of 
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ftlRure  in  Europe  and  in  India,  hia  Excellency  will  lie  disposed  to  admit  n 
the  propoeitionB  which  have  already  been  offered  to  the  Peishwa's  accep- 
taoce. 

36.  It  appears  from  your  despatchea,  and  from  those  of  your  pre- 
decessor, that  the  Pusbwa  is  insuperably  averse  to  the  BdinisaioD  of 
the  Rtyah  of  Berar  to  be  a  party  in  any  Uvaty  of  defensive  alliance  with 
the  Company,  and  to  the  Company's  arbitration  of  the  differences  be- 
Iween  the  Nizam  and  the  Peisbwa,  on  the  basis  of  the  treaty  of  Hhar, 
and  of  the  claim  of  the  Nizam  to  a  total  exemption  from  the  payment  of 
Chout,  but  that  be  ia  disposed  to  consent  to  the  introduction  of  the  Rajah 
of  Berar's  name  in  terms  similar  to  those  in  which  be  is  mentioned  in  the 
treaty  of  Salbbye.  Important  as  these  two  points  mu«t  be  considered  to  be, 
his  Excellency  will  neTertbeless  be  disposed  to  concede  them,  and  to  admit 
the  Peiahwa  to  the  benefits  of  the  defensive  alliance,  provided  he  will  con- 
sent to  the  permanent  stationing  in  his  dominions  of  a  part  of  the  force 
which  he  now  proposes  to  subsidiie,  and  will  provide  for  the  discharge  of 
the  subsidy  in  eitherof  the  modes  spedfiedin  the  26th  and  27th  paragraphs 
of  this  letter;  and  also  provided  the  Peishwa  will  admit  the  Company's 
arbitration  of  the  Mabratta  daimg  upon  the  Nixam,  under  the  terms  spe- 
cified by  Oopal  Kao. 

37-  It  will  however,  be  previously  necessary  to  obtain  the  concurrence 
of  the  Nitam,  in  such  an  arrangement  as,  by  the  stipulations  of  tlie  sepa- 
rate and  secret  articles  annexed  (o  the  treaty  of  Hyderabad,  the  Peishwa'it 
consent  to  admit  the  Company's  arbitration  of  differences  between  the 
Nizam  and  him,  on  the  basis  of  the  treaty  of  Mbar,  and  of  the  Nizam's 
claim  to  a  total  exemption  from  the  payment  of  Chout,  is  rendered  au 
indispensable  condition  of  the  Peishwa'a  admission  to  the  benefits  of  the 
defensive  alliance. 

38.  His  Excellency  the  Govern or-Oeneral  entertains  a  confident  expeo- 
tatioo  that  the  Nizam  may  be  induced  by  considerations  connected  witb 
bia  own  interests  to  concur  in  such  an  arrangement,  and  it  is  his  Excellency's 
intention  to  furnish  the  Resident  at  Hyderabad,  witb  instructions  for  the 
eventual  agitation  of  this  point.  If  you  should  have  reastm  to  expect  the 
Peishiva's  consent  to  these  modified  propositions  his  Excellency  directs 
that  you  will  immediately  transmit  the  necessary  information  upon  the 
subject  to  the  Resident  at  Hyderabad,  who  will  be  prepared  to  open  a  nego- 
tiation with  the  Nizam,  for  the  abrogation  of  the  prohibitory  clause  in  the 
Ist  article  of  the  separate  and  secret  articles  above  referred  to,  and  on 
receipt  of  information  from  the  Resident  at  Hyderabad,  that  the  Nizam 
bas  signified  his  concurrence  in  the  proposed  arrangement  you  will  proceed 
to  adjust  with  the  Peishwa  the  details  of  that  engagement. 

39.  It  is  not  however,  necessary  that  you  should  postpone  a  negotiation 
with  the  Pdshwa  for  the  conclusion  of  defensive  engagements,  npou  the 
basis  of  the  foregoing  propositions,  until  you  shall  have  received  informa* 
tion  of  the  Nizam'a  concnrrence  in  them.  On  the  contrary,  it  will  be 
proper  that  yon  should  open  the  negotiation  which  you  are  aatboriied  by 
these  instructions  to  undertake,  by  proposing  the  presciibed  concessions. 
Although  you  are  authorized  to  offer  the  foregoing  limited  propositions  la 
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tbe  Pdtbwa's  accepUnce  hu  Eicellency  obMirca,  that  it  will  of  cohtk 
be  the  object  of  your  endeatoun  to  obteio  his  consent  to  tenns  more  favor- 
able to  the  riewi,  and  interests  of  the  Company,  and  the  Nizam,  and  par. 
ticnlarif  to  the  pennsnent  station  of  the  whole  of  tbe  sabsidiary  force 
within  the  Peishna's  dominions,  and  yon  will  be  regulated  in  the  relaxstioii 
of  yoor  demands  by  the  temper  and  disposition  of  tbe  Pdshwa,  and  by  the 
apparent  exigency  of  his  affiurs. 

jO.  If  it  shall  appear  that  the  Peishwa  ha«  been  insincere  in  tbe  propo. 
lali  which  he  made  to  your  predecessor*  in  November  last,  or  if  yoor 
endeavoars  to  obtain  bis  conient  to  those  conditions,  which  his  Excellency 
the  Oovemor-Oeneral  considers  to  be  indispensable  to  the  cooclnsion  of 
any  lubsidiary  or  defensive  engsf^emenls  with  the  Peishwa  should  prove 
Ineffectual,  on  receipt  of  sncb  information  his  Excellency  will  be  prepared 
to  determine  whst  course  of  measurei  it  will  be  expedient  to  adopt  for  the 
lecority  of  the  British  Interests  b  India,  under  socb  a  state  of  circum. 

41.  Copies  of  these  instmctiona  will  be  transmitted  to  the  Residents  at 
Hyderabad,  and  vrttb  Dowlul  Row  Scindiab. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

N.  B.  Eduohstonb, 
Secretary  to  the  Ooremment. 


[Enclosure  B.  referred  to  at  p.  4.] 

Extract  J^om  a  teller  /Hm  the  Retiiient  at  Poonah,  dated  the  14M  Ocloier, 

1802,  to  hit  Excellency  the  mo»t  noble  the  Goeemor-General. 

3.  A  general  defieosive  alliance  to  be  formed  between  the  two  States. 
Existing  treaties  to  hold  good,  and  tbe  friends  and  enemies  of  either  to  he 
the  friends  and  enemies  of  both.  The  Peishiva  to  subsidixe  a  corps  of  British 
troops,  consisting  of  six  native  battalions,  with  their  proportion  of  artillery- 
men, ordnance,  and  stores,  and  his  Highness  togrvnt  a  Jaidsd  for  the  sub. 
■istence  of  this  corps  from  his  territories  bordering  on  the  Toombaddnb 
This  corps  to  be  permanently  stationed  in  his  Highness's  territories,  ud  to 
be  employed  only  on  defensive  principles  of  action,  and  his  Highness  will 
not  commit  any  act  of  af(greesion  agunst  any  of  tbe  Honourable  Company's 
alUes,  or  dependants.  His  Highness  to  grant  immediately  a  Sunnud  for  tbe 
Jaidad,  and  on  this  voucher  tbe  British  Government  to  proceed  to  take  pos< 
session  of  the  Judad  lands  and  posts,  without  making  it  known  that  the 
assumption  is  made  by  Huibority  from  the  Peishwa. 

Tbe  assumption  completed,  the  British  troops  are  to  advance  to  Pooosh, 
without  publishing  that  they  do  so  by  authority  from  the  Peishwa,  acting 
in  an  amicable  manner  on  the  march  towards  those  who  manifest  a  friendly 
disposition,  and  opposing  and  defeating  those  who  may  offer  any  resbtance. 
In  order  to  give  full  effect  to  this  plan,  bis  Highness  the  Nizam  to  be  soli- 
ciled  to  co-operate  in  such  a  manner  as  that  a  powerful  corps  of  his  troops 
shall  advance  in  concert  from  Hyderabad  to  Poonah,  on  the  same  principles 
of  march  as  those  observed  by  the  British  troops ;  subsisting  diffennces 
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between  the  Pnshm'i  Coort,  and  that  of  HyAtnbtd,  W  be  adjnited  on  the 
bMti  of  the  treaty  of  the  llth  Zehedje,  1208,  FoMike  t  any  difoencei  that 
may  arue  in  regard  to  the  true  iateot  and  meantBg  of  thit  inttrament,  to 
be  arbitrated  by  the  British  OorerDmeat,  and  both  Sircai*  to  abide  by  mdi 
arbitraUoD.  The  Sircar  of  lua  Highoeu  the  Nixam,  iball  hare  credit  hr 
the  inmi  extended  in  the  G»-operatioa  afforded  by  hi*  troop*.  The  Ouidi- 
w«r  Sircar  to  be  required  to  cooperate  agreeably  to  the  ration*  and  pne- 
tice  which  h**e  long  held  betneen  that  Sircar  and  tbePoooab  State;  iritile 
the  succouriDg  armie*  approach  towards  Poonah,  hi*  Highneai  the  Pdahwa 
ffill  attend  to  his  penonal  lafety,  and  io  case  of  oeccidty,  will  retire  to 
Basseeo  ;  in  the  Kocim  he  will  be  ready  to  join  the  Brititb  troops  at  stub 
point  a*  may  be  deemed  secure  and  proper.  Inasmuch  a*  it  will  be  hii 
Highneai'i  urn  at  all  time*  to  conduct  hi*  political  meamrea  in  union  with 
those  of  the  Honourable  Company,  It  ii  accordiogly  agreed  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  (ubndiary  force  will  be  permitted  to  be  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  chastising  such  of  bis  dependants,  as  are  engaged  in  an  obt& 
nate  rebellion  agNuit  hi*  authority  i  and  it  is  Airther  agreed,  that  the 
Honourable  Company's  Government  will  take  no  concern  with  any  of  his 
relations,  servants,  or  subjects,  with  respect  to  whom  lii*  Highness  is  con- 
sidered a*  absolute.  It  is  further  declared  by  the  contracting  parties,  that 
this  defensive  alliance  which  is  meant  for  the  preservstiOD,  permanent 
prosperity,  and  honour  of  the  Peishwa's  Ooremment,  shall  last  and  hold 
good,  as  long  as  the  sun  and  moon  shall  endure. 


[Enclosure  C.  referred  to  at  p.  5.] 
Here  it  placed  Hit  Hlghmeu'i  Seal. 
In  order  that  the  Hononr^le  East  India  Company  Behaudar  may  essen- 
tially assist  and  snpport  the  Sircar  of  hi*  Highness  Bi^ee  Bao  Ragmuut 
Pundit  PurdhauD  Behaudur,  aud  defend  his  person,  his  s^  Highness  hereby 
sobsidiiesfromthe  Honourable  Company  aforc«)dd,acorp*of  British  troop* 
consisting  of  six  native  battalions,  with  their  proportton  of  artillery,  and 
bis  said  Highness,  for  the  purpose  of  subsisting  and  bearing  the  duu^  of 
the  said  corps,  doth  hereby  cede  to  the  Honourable  Company  aforesaid,  a 
territory  yielding  an  annual  re* eone  of  twenty-five  htes  of  rupees,  to  be 
fhmished  in  part  from  the  province  of  Qusserat,  and  part  from  the  Ganuu 
tic,  or  the  whole  from  dthcr  of  these  quarters. 

Given  under  the  seals  of  his  sud  Highness  at  his  Court  in  Poonah,  this 
twenty-seventh  day  of  the  month  Jemandy  ool  Aukher,  1217  H^inf 
agredng  with  the  2&th  nf  October,  A.  D.  1802. 

Here  is  placed  bis  Highneti's  *ignet. 

RaooNADT  Rao. 
(A  true  Copy.)  B.  C1.0SI, 

Resident  U  Poonah. 
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7^e  Margaeti  fFeUeiUi/  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  CKve. 

(PrivBte,) 

My  dear  Lord,  Barrackpore,  7tb  January,  1S03. 

I  bare  derived  the  greatest  pleasure  from  receiving  the 
accounts  of  the  alacrity  and  judgment  with  which  your 
Lordship  haa  acted  during  the  eusting  crisis  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Mabratta  empire.  The  exertions  which  you  have 
made  for  the  early  assembling  of  the  army  on  the  frontier  of 
Mysore,  were  extremely  seasonable  and  judicious;  and  I 
anticipate  the  greatest  advantages  in  the  course  of  our  nego> 
tiations  Jrom  this  wise  precaution.  My  views  are  anxiously 
directed  to  the  object  of  avoiding  hostilities,  and  I  request 
your  Lordship  to  bear  this  principle  in  mind  throughout 
every  contingency  which  may  call  for  your  decision.  I  enter- 
tain a  sanguine  hope  of  accomplishing  the  great  arrangement 
of  establishing  a  British  subsidiary  force  at  Poonab,  without 
proceeding  to  extremities  with  any  party.  Indeed,  all  the 
most  important  powers  concerned  in  the  contest,  have  already 
directly  solicited  our  mediation,  or  manifested  a  disposition 
to  accept  it.  The  pacific  conclusion,  however,  of  these  extra- 
ordinary commotions,  may  depend  so  essentially  on  the 
degree  of  despatch  with  which  questions  may  be  decided  of 
a  nature  exclusively  and  necessarily  reserved  for  the  per- 
sonal decision  of  the  Governor-General,  that  I  am  desirous 
of  proceeding  with  all  practical  expedition  to  some  point 
from  which  I  can  easily  reach  the  principal  scene  of  ilegotia- 
tion,  and  direct  the  daily  course  of  measures  according  to 
the  variation  of  circumstances  and  events. 

With  this  view  I  propose  to  embark  for  Madras  towards 
the  close  of  this  month ;  from  Madras  I  can  proceed  into 
Mysore  or  to  Bombay,  or  to  any  quarter  which  may  require  my 
presence.  I  shall  most  happily  embrace  this  occasion  of 
again  expressing  to  your  Lordship  in  person,  my  unalterable 
attachment,  regard,  and  esteem,  and  1  do  not  feel  it  to  be 
necessary  to  suggest  any  apprehension  that  my  arrival  at  the 
seat  of  your  Lordship's  goyernment  can  produce  any  other 
effect  than  to  manifest  to  the  world  additional  proofs  of  our 
indissoluble  union  in  the  public  service,  and  of  our  mutual 
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contempt  of  the  clamour  of  faction,  and  of  the  low  arts  and 
intrigues  of  disappointed  corruption. 

The  extraordinary  crisis  which  has  occurred  at  Poonah, 
haa  determined  me  to  remain  in  India  for  another  year,  under 
any  event  which  can  arise,  excepting  the  actual  appointment 
of  a  successor  to  me  from  home,  and  the  probability  of  his 
speedy  arrival  in  India.  My  despatches  by  Colonel  Harcourt, 
are  not  yet  answered.  The  reply  to  those  despatches  may 
however,  be  hourly  expected  ;  and  it  must  solve  all  doubts 
respecting  my  continuance  in  India.  In  the  meanwhile  I 
have  apprized  the  Court  of  Directors  of  my  resolution  to 
remain  another  year,  unless  circumstances  should  change. 
My  wish  is  that  your  Lordship  should  pursue  a  similar  course 
of  policy ;  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the  conduct  most  suitable 
to  the  pubUc  exigency. 

Ever  my  dear  Lord, 
with  the  most  sincere  attachment  and  esteem, 
Your's  most  faithfully  and  affectionately, 

WBLLBSLBy. 


n*  MarqveMt  IFtlletlej/  to  Hit  Emxlleneg  Lieal.-Genervl  Lakt, 
the  Commander-in-CAi^. 

(MoBt  Secret  and  Confiden^al.) 
My  DBAB  Sir,  Barrackpore,  Juiuary,  7lh,  1803, 

I  have  been  desirous  for  some  time  past  to  communicate  to 
you  the  interesting  state  of  affairs  in  the  Mahratta  empire, 
and  the  course  of  policy  which  I  have  adopted,  with  a  view 
to  derive  every  attainable  advantage  from  this  singular  crisis. 
But  the  hourly  fluctuation  of  circumstances,  and  the  great 
uncertainty  of  the  final  result  of  the  various  changes,  which 
have  so  rapidly  passed  in  succession  at  Poonah,  rendered  it 
impracticable  to  convey  to  you  from  this  distance  any  clear  or 
definite  notion  of  the  real  condition  of  affairs.  The  crisis  is 
now  such,  as  to  enable  me  to  afford  a  sufficiently  distinct  view 
of  my  objects,  and  of  the  means  by  which  I  hope  to  attain 
them ;  and  I  have  accordingly  directed  my  private  secretary 
to  forward  for  your  perusal,  copies  of  several  secret  docu- 
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ment8j  with  obserrationB  upon  their  contents,  which  I  trust 
will  convey  fiill  infonnadon  upon  the  most  material  branches 
of  our  late  negotiations,  and  upon  the  probable  issue  of  this 
extraordinary  transaction. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  wish  to  submit  to  you  in  the  most 
perspicuous  manner  in  my  power,  my  wishes  and  expecta- 
tions with  regard  to  the  operations  of  our  military  force 
during  the  present  crisis.  The  Government  of  Fort  St. 
George,  partly  from  its  own  view  of  circumstances,  and  partly 
under  my  orders,  has  directed  a  considerable  force  to  assem- 
ble on  the  frontier  of  Mysore  and  Hurryhaul.  The  objects 
of  this  moTement  are ;  first, '  to  provide  an  effectual  defence 
for  our  frontier  under  any  emergency ,-'  this  measure  appeared 
absolutely  necessary  while  such  numerous  hordes  of  banditti 
were  collected  at  Poonah,  with  a  prospect  of  further  confu- 
sion, and  with  a  hazard  that  (even  if  the  contending  parties 
should  concur  in  an  intention  to  avoid  any  violation  of  the 
British  territory,  or  of  the  Nizam's  dominions)  the  progress 
or  issue  of  the  contest  might  compel  many  predatory  adven- 
turers with  their  respective  bands  of  robbers,  to  seek  subsist- 
ence in  our  countries  or  in  those  of  our  allies.  Secondly, 
*  To  afford  eventual  aid  to  the  Peiihwa  in  the  restoration  of 
hit  authority,  and  to  establish  a  British  subsidiary  force  at 
Poonah  under  the  conditions  of  the  general  defensive  alli- 
ance concluded  ipith  the  Nixam  in  October  1800.' 

My  wish  and  expectation  is,  that  this  army  may  never  find 
occasion  for  active  operations,  with  a  view  to  any  of  its  pro- 
posed objects.  Its  presence  on  the  frontier,  in  my  opinion, 
will  deter  the  invasion  of  any  party,  and  even  of  any  vagrant 
freebooter  of  important  strength ;  and  the  general  aspect  of 
affairs  leads  me  to  believe,  that  we  shall  he  enabled  to  con- 
clude our  alliance  with  the  Peishwa,  under  the  pacific  acqui- 
escence, if  not  with  the  cordial  consent,  and  to  the  general 
satisfaction  of  all  parties.  The  power,  whose  views  might  he 
most  apprehended,  and  whom  it  is  most  important  to  hold  in 
check,  is  certainly  Scindiah.  No  serious  or  alarming  oppo- 
ution  is  to  be  feared  irom  any  other  quarter,  and  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  even  Scindiah  will  act  a  neutral,  at 
least,  if  not  an  amicable  part. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  think  it  necessary  to  leave  to 
your  discretion   without  reserve,  to  determine  whether  you 
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will  rem^  in  the  ceded  districts  in  Oude,  or  will  proceed  to 
the  army  at  Hurryhaul ;  at  the  same  time,  it  ia  my  duty  on 
every  ground  both  public  and  private,  to  appriae  you  in  the 
most  explicit  tenus,  of  my  sentimenta  with  regard  to  your 
destination.  My  belief  is,  that  the  army  at  Hurryhaul,  will 
never  be  called  upon  to  act  either  offensively  or  defensively ; 
it  may  possibly  march  to  Poonah,  and  after  having  esta- 
blished the  subsidiary  force,  return  to  its  stations,  or  it  may 
famish  the  subsidiary  force,  without  moving  its  main  body 
beyond  our  frontier.  In  either  event,  I  expect  no  attack  or 
opposition  from  the  chiefs  now  at  Poonah,  nor  from  any  other 
quarter,  unless  Scindiah  upon  arriving  in  the  Deccan  should 
endeavour  to  obstruct  our  views.  This  case  I  deem  impro- 
bable, but  if  it  should  occur,  our  most  effectual  mode  of  con- 
trolling Scindiah  must  be  an  irruption  into  his  dominions  in 
Hindostan,  from  the  ceded  provinces  of  Oude ;  and  in  that 
case,  the  main  and  most  critical  effort  must  be  made  from  the 
quarter  where  you  are  now  present. 

The  result  of  this  reasoning  is,  that  if  any  serious  contest 
should  arise,  (which,  however,  I  do  not  expect)  the  most 
important  operations  wilt  be  directed  against  Scindiah's  pos- 
sessions to  the  destruction  of  his  power  in  Hindostan ;  and 
that  no  probability  exists  of  any  important  contest  in  the 
Deccan. 

Indeed  my  determination  is  so  fixed  to  employ  every  effort 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  hostilities,  that  I  think  it  scarcely 
possible  tbat  I  can  be  disappointed  in  my  hope  of  preserving 
peace.  And  my  plan  is,  therefore,  rather  to  form  such 
arrangements  as  may  present  the  most  powerful  and  mena- 
cing aspect  to  every  branch  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  on 
every  point  of  their  frontier,  than  to  prepare  any  separate 
army  with  a  view  to  one  distinct  operation. 

It  is,  therefore,  my  decided  opinion,  that  you  would  be  more 
probably  in  the  road  to  efficient  service,  in  the  everit  of  hos- 
tilities, by  remaining  with  the  army  in  Oude,  than  by  pro- 
ceeding to  Hurryhaul ;  and  that  during  the  period  of  nego- 
tiations, if  hostilities  should  be  suspended,  your  presence  in 
Oude  would  contribute  more  to  the  terror  of  the  most  im- 
portant state  in  tiie  Mahratta  empire,  and,  therefore,  would 
prove  more  advantageous  to  the  public  interests,  than  your 
presence  on  the  frontier  of  Mysore. 
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Haviag  thus,  my  dear  Sir,  aubmitted  my  views  and  sentt- 
ments  to  you  without  disguise,  I  refer  tbe  whole  question  to 
your  own  judgment,  assuring  you  most  sincerely,  that  you 
will  receive  my  most  cordial  support  in  any  determination 
which  you  may  fonn. 

Ever  my  dear  Sir, 
with  sincere  respect  and  esteem. 

Yours  most  faithfully, 

Welleslet. 


No.  V. 

J^rdClive  to  the  Marqam  WeUaiUy. 

(PriTste.) 

My  dear  Lord,  Fort  St,  George,  14tb  Januarf,  1803. 

I  have  just  received  the  accompanying  packets  to  your 
Lordship's  address  &om  Col.  Harcourt,  and  I  lose  not  a 
moment  in  forwarding  them  to  your  Lordship.  I  have  not 
by  this  conveyance  any  news  of  a  public  nature,  excepting 
the  approval  of  the  treaty  of  the  Camatic  by  the  Court  of 
Directors,  upon  which  I  have  the  honour  to  offer  to  your 
Lordship  my  cordial  congratulations.  I  have  no  communica- 
tion respecting  the  succession  to  the  government  of  Fort 
St  George. 

I  am  always  my  Dear  Lord, 

With  the  greatest  esteem  and  regard, 

'Most  faithfully  y out's, 

Clive. 


No.  VI. 

tie  Bight  H»n.  Lord  Gutlereagh  to  the  Marquett  fTelletley. 

(Private.) 

Doneira,  Augutt  lOth,  1802. 
My  dear  Lord,  [Receired  Januwy  17th,  1803.] 

The  few  days  that  have  elapsed  since  my  appointment  to 
the  Presidency  of  the  Board  of  Controul  have  been  passed 
among  my  constituents  in  Ireland,  and  on  the  road  to  this 
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place — I  Bvail  myself  of  the  first  tranquil  day  I  have  had  to 
address  myself  to  your  Lordship,  and  to  express  the  very 
particular  satisfaction  I  derive  fr«n  feeling  myself  placed  in  a 
situatiofi,  which  connects  roe  in  close  official  habits  with  your 
Lordship,' from  which  I  promise  myself  not  lees  advantage 
in  my  public  capacity,  than  the  gratification  to  my  individual 
feelings  from  former  intercourse,  from  common  connections, 
and  from  the  zeal  which  we  shall  both  feel  in  the  saxoe  object, 
I  venture  to  flatter  myself  that  I  shall  have  the  good  fortune 
to  possess,  as  I  shall  endeavour  to  deserve,  your  unqualified 
and  unreserved  confidence,  and  I  trust  it  is  unnecessary  to 
assure  you,  that  my  utmost  exertions  shall  be  employed  to 
give  stability  to  your  administration,  and  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  the  conduct  of  Indian  afiairs,  with  that  cordiality 
which  can  alone  render  our  united  exertions  successfiil. 

I  propose  returning  to  London,  taking  Lord  Cornwaltis  in 
my  way,  so  as  to  arrive  there  about  the  S5th.  I  shall  reserve 
till  I  have  had  some  communications  with  the  India  House, 
troubling  your  Lordship  with  any  observations  on  the  detail 
of  business,  but  I  hope  very  soon  after  my  arrival,  that  I 
shall  be  enabled  to  write  fully  on  the  three  principal  points, 
which  call  for  immediate  attention — namely,  the  settlement  of 
the  Camatic — the  military  establishment,  and  the  system  to 
be  pursued  with  a  view  to  the  reduction  of  the  Indian  debt. 
I  shall  press  these  several  points  on  my  return  to  an  imme- 
diate  decision,  and  your  Lordship  shall  be  apprized  without 
delay  of  the  result,  which  is  likely  to  reach  you  through  the 
regular  despatches. 

Whatever  circumstances  may  have  occurred  in  the  course 
of  your  official  intercourse  with  this  country,  not  altogether 
satisfactory,  and  however  your  Lordship  may  feel  many 
strong  motives  inclining  you  to  return  to  Europe,  yet  I  am 
led  to  hope  that  nothing  will  induce  you  to  deliver  up  the 
government  to  other  hands,  till  you  have  fully  completed  all 
those  arrangements,  equally  connected  with  the  most  import- 
ant  and  brilUant  features  of  your  own  administration,  as  with 
the  conclusion  which  has  been  put  to  the  late  war — in  what- 
ever degree  the  pecuniary  aflmrs  of  the  Company  may  have 
felt  the  pressure  of  the  contest,  it  is  connected  with  your 
Lordship's  distinguished  reputation,  in  which  every  friend  of 
yours,  and  of  the  country  must  feel  a  deep  interest,  that  you 
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should  be  the  individual  to  lay  the  foundation  of  that  system, 
and  of  those  measures,  which  is  in  peace  to  accomplish  the 
prosperity  of  those  possessions,  which  you  have  bo  success- 
fidly  preserved,  and  improved  in  war ;  and  I  feel  the  strongest 
persuasion,  that  the  same  energy  of  mind,  which  led  you  so 
happily  to  conceive,  and  so  effectually  to  execute  the  many 
arduous  measures  connected  with  the  late  contest,  will,  when 
applied  to  another  state  of  things,  be  as  fruitful  in  drawing 
from  peace,  the  resources  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  as  you 
have  proved  yourself  in  war,  competent  to  direct  those  re- 
soiurces  to  their  true  and  legitimate  purpose;  your  Lordship's 
reputation  as  a  statesman  during  a  penod  of  war,  has  been 
established  on  the  most  soUd  foundation,  it  only  remains 
to  exhibit  the  quahfications  which  belong  to  less  arduous 
times,  to  perfect  in  result,  as  well  as  in  the  estimation  of  those 
who  are  inclined  to  watch  your  progress  with  a  critical  eye, 
the  character  of  your  administration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
My  dear  Lord, 
with  great  regard  very  sincerely  yours, 
Castlbreaoh. 


Hie  lUght  Hon.  Lord  Cmtlereagh  to  the  Marquett  /feUe^ley. 
(PriTste  and  Secret.) 

London,  September  lOtfa,  ISOg. 
My  t>BAR  Lord,  [Received  January  17th,  1803.] 

Mr.  Addington  has  communicated  to  me  the  private  tetters 
he  has  lately  received  from  you  by  Col.  Monson  and  CoL 
Harcourt,  my  short  letter  from  Doneira,  which  reached  town 
just  in  time  to  catch  the  Devaynes  m  the  Downs,  will  have 
apprized  your  Lordship  of  the  deep  importance  I  personalty 
attach  to  your  administering  the  government  of  India,  till 
you  have  concluded  all  the  arrangements  resulting  from  peace, 
amongst  which  I  reckon  the  management  of  the  French  inter- 
eats,  as  connected  with  the  restitutions,  not  to  be  the  least 
important,  as  also  till  you  have  brought  the  settlement  of  the 
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Camatic,  and  of  the  cessions  in  Oude  to  a  final,  and  I  doubt 
not  a  most  satisfactory  conclusion. 

However  anxious  I  may  feel  on  this  subject,  on  public 
grounds,  I  owe  it  to  your  Lordship  not  to  urge  your  continu- 
ance, unless  I  can  assure  you  not  only  of  my  own  cordial  sup- 
port, leaving  it  to  Mr.  Addington  to  answer  for  that  of  hia 
colleagues,  but  also,  till  I  ctm  state  upon  the  authority  of  the 
body  themselves,  that  I  have  every  reason  to  hope  and  to 
believe,  that  the  Court  of  Directors  will  contribute  fairly  and 
honestly,  to  render  your  continuance  for  another  year  in  the 
change  of  their  dominions,  satisfactory  to  your  public  and 
private  feelings. 

Mr.  Addington  fully  participates  in  all  my  sentiments  upon 
this  subject.  We  both  regret,  that  any  interval  should  occur 
in  writing  to  you  conclusively,  but  you  know  how  difficult  it 
is  to  assemble  the  King's  ministers  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
or  even  to  bring  the  Court  of  Directors  together ;  and  how- 
ever, entirely  prepared  we  both  are,  explicitly  to  express  our 
own  impressions,  and  wishes  on  the  whole  of  the  case,  we 
conceive  it  indispensable  to  convey  to  your  Lordship  a  more 
comprehensive  explanation  of  the  opinion  of  the  King's  con- 
fidential servants,  than  it  is  possible  to  do  vrithout  a  cabinet 
being  assembled  for  the  purpose,  which  cannot,  I  understand, 
take  place  till  some  day  In  the  ensuing  week. 

We  are  unwilling,  however,  to  leave  your  Lordship  during 
the  intervening  period,  however  short, without  receiving  a  com- 
munication from  hence;  we  have  tberefore  determined  to  send 
an  express  overland  to  apprize  you,  that  we  hope  in  the 
course  of  a  very  few  days  to  write  fully,  and  I  trust  in  a  satis- 
factory manner  to  your  Lordship,  in  reply  to  your  last  private 
despatches.  In  the  meantime  we  feel  assured,  that  no  con- 
sideration will  induce  you  to  embark  for  Europe,  whUst  there 
is  a  prospect  that  you  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  render  a 
great  additional  serrice  to  the  public,  without  being  exposed 
during  the  remainder  of  your  government,  to  any  thing  that 
can  seriously  wound  your  private  feeUngs. 

As  I  shall  so  soon  have  an  opportunity  of  writing  to  you 
more  at  large,  not  only  upon  the  point  in  question,  but  upon 
others  of  a  more  general  nature,  and  as  I  have  not  more  than 
time  to  prepare  this  letter,  previous  to  the  departure  of  the 
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mail,  I  shall  only  assure  your  Lordship,  that  I  feel  a  very 
particular  interest  in  the  successful  issue  of  this  transaction, 
and  I  beg  that  you  will 

Believe  me  to  be, 

With  great  truth  and  regard,  ever 
Your  Lordship's 
sincere  and  faithful  servant, 

Castlerbagh. 


Lieul.-Generai  StMrt  to  the  Marqutti  fFelktley. 
My  Lord,  Hex!  Quarters,  Ghonltry  Plain,  24  January,  1803. 

The  sincere  satisfaction  which  I  have  received  from  the 
communication  of  your  Excellency's  decision  to  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  Madras,  is  tempered  with  no  ordinary  degree  of 
regret,  that  the  period  necessarily  fixed  for  my  departure 
deprives  me  of  the  eminent  advantages  I  should  have  derived 
from  a  personal  communication  of  your  Lordship's  commands. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  will  be  my  chief  care,  until  I 
may  be  honoured  with  your  Excellency's  further  orders,  to 
regulate  my  conduct  by  the  comprehensive  view  of  the  prin- 
ciples to  be  observed  in  the  present  crisis  of  affairs  in  the 
Mahratta  empire,  contained  in  the  extracts  from  your  Excel- 
lency's letter  to  the  Commander-in-Chief*  which  you  have 
done  me  the  honour  to  transmit,  and  I  shall  proceed  to  the 
delicate  and  important  charge  I  am  about  to  assume  with  a 
confidence  proportioned  to  the  exalted  sense  which  I  entertain 
of  your  Lordship's  illustrious  character,  and  of  the  advan- 
tages which  I  shall  immediately  derive  from  the  wisdom  and 
OKTgy  of  your  Lordship's  councils. 

The  high  approbation  which  your  Excellency  has  condes- 
cended to  bestow  on  the  manner  in  which  my  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  public  virtue,  and  to  the  principles  of  your  Excel- 
lency's Administration,  has  enabled  me  to  perform  my  ofiicial 
duties,  constitutes  an  abundant  reward  for  the  labours  of  a 
most  anxious  interval,  and  would  of  itself  prove  a  noble  in- 
citement to  persevere  in  the  same  honourable  course  during 

•  See  p.  29. 
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the  short  remainuig  period  of  my  public  hfe,  if  at  this 
advanced  stage  I  could  require  additional  excitements  to  con< 
tinue  a  line  of  conduct  which  has  procured  nie  such  inesti- 
mable commendation,  and  been  attended  with  the  purest 
personal  gratification. 

The  kind  assurance  of  your  Excellency's  cordial  support 
in  every  situation  is  grateful  to  my  proudest  feelings.  It 
enables  me  to  look  forward  with  confidence  and  with  pleasure 
to  the  services  which  it  may  still  be  possible  that  I  should 
render  to  my  country,  and  to  the  last  and  most  precious 
enjoyments  of  life,  the  approbation  of  those,  from  whom  it  is 
of  the  highest  value. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

With  the  most  grateful  and  faithful  attachment. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obliged. 

Obedient,  and  devoted  servant, 

J.  Stuart. 


No.  IX, 

The  Bight  Hon.  iMrd  Caiilereagh  to  the  Margueu  JFelletley. 

Eut  Sheene,  September  27,  1B02. 
Mv  DEAR  Lord,  [Recdved  January  29,  1803.] 

No  exertion  has  been  omitted  by  Mr.  Addington,  or  myself, 
which  could  accelerate  our  final  communications,  in  answer  to 
your  Lordship's  despatches  by  Colonel  Marcourt,  and  al- 
though the  preliminary  steps  have  necessarily  been  productive 
of  some  delay,  I  trust  our  letters  of  the  10th  instant,  by  the 
overland  express,  will  have  prepared  your  Lordship  for  this 
interval,  which  was  inseparable  from  the  transaction. 

I  am  now  enabled  to  convey  to  your  Lordship,  the  result  of 
what  has  passed ;  and  I  do  it  in  the  full  confidence,  that  when 
your  Lordship  takes  into  your  consideration,  the  whole  of  the 
circumstances,  you  will  not  hesitate  to  accede  to  the  desire, 
which  has  been  so  strongly  and  unequivocally  expressed  by 
the  Court  of  Directors,  as  well  as  by  his  Majesty's  ministers. 

So  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  your  Lordship's  sentiments, 
as  explained  in  your  private  letter  to  Mr.  Addington,  I  lost 
no  time  in  communicating  to  the  Chairman  and  Deputy-Chair- 
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man  the  anxious  solicitude  we  both  felt,  that  your  Lordship 
might  be  induced  to  remain  in  the  Government  of  India  for 
anodier  season.  I  also  apprized  them,  in  confidence,  of  the 
impressions  under  which  your  IJordsbip's  resignation  was 
Mgnified  to  the  Court,  and  the  opening  which  yet  presented 
itself  of  securing  for  this  additional  period  your  fiuther  ser- 
vices, if  your  continuance  could  be  made  satisfactory  to  your 
public  and  private  feelings,  by  some  distinct  testimony  of  the 
good  will  and  confidence  of  the  Court 

It  is  due  to  the  Chairs  to  state,  that  they  entered  with 
cordiality  into  these  sentiments,  and  testified  the  utmost  rea- 
diness to  bring  the  subject  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Court.  They  did  not  disguise  from  me,  that  much  jealousy 
and  dissatisfacdon  existed  in  that  body  with  respect  to  cer- 
tain measures  of  your  government,  which  the  late  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Henry  Wellesley  had  considerably  increased, 
Tbey  did  not  however  doubt,  when  the  Court  recalled  to  their 
recollecttott  the  eminent  services  your  Lordship  bad  rendered 
to  the  Company,  and  reflected  on  the  important  advantages 
that  must  result  to  their  affiiirs,  from  your  being  induced  to 
remain  in  India,  during  the  ensuing  year,  that  minor  consider- 
ations and  collateral  impressions  would  give  way,  and  that 
their  ultimate  decision  would  be  such  as  was  due  to  your 
Lordship's  distinguished  merits,  and  to  their  own  immediate 
interests. 

The  sentiments  of  the  Court  of  Directors  will  be  conveyed 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal  in  a  public  despatch,  and  I 
cannot  but  indulge  a  confident  hope,  that  the  great  public 
considerations  therein  stated,  as  the  particular  grounds 
upon  which  their  request  to  your  Lordship  is  founded,  will 
not  suffer  your  Lordship  to  hesitate  in  retaining  a  situation, 
which,  in  the  judgment  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  as  well  as 
of  the  Court  of  Directors,  will  enable  your  Lordship,  during 
the  remainder  of  your  government,  to  render  the  most  essen- 
tial services,  both  to  the  Company  and  to  the  empire. 

The  strong  wish  which  the  Court  has  publicly  expressed 
on  this  subject,  is  the  best  proof  your  Lordship  can  receive  of 
their  confidence,  and  in  testifying  at  this  moment,  the  value 
they  attach  to  your  Lordship's  services,  they  must  be  consi- 
dered, as  assuring  your  Lordship  of  their  disposition  to  give 
your  administration  a  cordial  and  honourable  support. 
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In  calling  upon  your  Lordship  to  postpone  your  intentions 
of  returning  immediately  to  Europe,  we  felt  it  absolutely  due 
to  your  Lordship,  as  well  as  .important  to  the  interests  of  the 
Company,  to  obtain  a  decision  upon  the  late  proceedings  in 
the  Camatic,  the  consideration  of  which  had  been  postponed 
by  his  Majesty's  ministers,  in  expectation  of  receiving  further 
information  on  this  important  arrangement,  which  your  Lord- 
ship intimated  your  intention  of  transmitting  by  the  Morning- 
ton  Packet. 

The  Momington  not  having  brought  the  expected  papers, 
and  the  substance  of  the  transaction  appearing  to  be  contained 
in  the  documents  already  received,  a  strong  desire  to  relieve 
your  Lordship  from  further  suspense  on  this  subject,  has  in- 
duced his  Majesty's  ministers  no  longer  to  postpone  their 
decbion,  and  Mr.  Addington  will  inform  your  Lordship,  that 
they  are  prepared,  on  the  case  as  it  stands  explained  in  the 
papers  already  received,  to  give  the  measures  adopted  by  the 
Government  of  Fort  St.  George,  under  your  Lordship's 
directions,  their  decided  support,  and  a  despatch  approving 
of  the  late  settlement  and  treaty  with  the  Nabob  Azeem  u) 
Dowlah  will  be  forwarded  through  the  Secret  Committee,  by 
the  present  conveyance. 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  necessary  your  Lordship  should 
know  that  considerable  doubts  and  difGculties  have,  and  do 
exist  in  the  minds  of  many  persons  in  this  country  on  this 
question,  which  I  trust,  upon  further  reflection  and  discussion 
will  be  removed.  It  is  likely  to  make  a  prominent  feature  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  ensuing  session,  and  no  pains  are 
spared,  not  only  to  impress  the  public  mind,  with  the  harsh- 
ness and  injustice  of  the  transaction  in  itself,  but  also  coupling 
it  with  the  cessions  in  Oude,  as  also  those  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Surat  obtained  from  the  Guicowar  Rajah,  to  prove 
that  a  systematic  plan  of  territorial  acquisition,  inconsistent 
with  the  policy  professed  in  the  act  of  1793,  has  manifested 
itself  in  the  late  measures. 

As  far  as  ray  own  opinion  is  concerned,  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  stating,  that  your  Lordship  would  have  been  inexcus- 
able upon  the  case  made  out,  (however,  the  transaction  may 
furnish  plausilile  grounds  of  statement  in  debate)  had  you 
suffered  our  interests  in  the  Camatic  to  rest  on  their  former 
footing,  and  that  such  a  procedure  would  have  not  only  left 
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our  security  in  that  quarter,  as  imperfect  as  probable  trea- 
cbery  could  well  make  it,  but  would  have  shewn  a  weakness 
and  facility  in  our  councils,  after  the  disclosures  had  taken 
place,  which  could  not  fail  to  have  encouraged  every  other 
ally  to  trifle  with  our  forbearance.  I  shall  therefore  feel  no 
difficulty  iu  giving  the  measure  my  full  support;  but,  beyond 
this,  I  entertain  a  strong  conviction,  that  the  transaction  in 
itself  will  bear  discussion,  and  ultimately  estabUsh  itself,  as 
equally  just  and  politic,  in  the  opinion  of  Parliament. 

Before  I  quit  this  subject,  I  cannot  avoid  mentioning  to 
your  Lordship,  that  considerable  anxiety  is  entertained  here 
relative  to  the  floating  debts  of  the  late  Nabob.  Their  amount 
is  supposed  to  be  very  great,  irom  the  extent  of  the  embar- 
rassment, in  which  his  Highness  was  known  to  be  involved ; 
and  some  doubts  have  been  suggested,  whether  the  Company 
as  a  Corporation,  in  taking  the  territories,  do  not  make  them- 
selves liable  to  its  incumbrances,  and  may  not  be  sued  for 
the  same ;  at  least  in  the  case  of  an  individual  taking  a  pro- 
perty, whatever  bis  own  ckume  may  be,  he  is  precluded  from 
paying  himself,  till  all  other  claims  are  satisfied. 

I  hope  this  doubt  may  not  be  well  founded.  I  should 
conceive,  even  taking  the  case,  as  being  between  individual 
and  individual,  instead  of  (as  in  the  present  instance)  being 
in  spirit  at  least,  between  state  and  state,  that  military  charges, 
aa  well  as  expenses  of  collection  would  be  deemed  to  be  ne- 
cessary outgoings  to  render  the  estate  productive,  and  that 
no  Court  of  Justice  would  give  private  debts  precedence  of 
the  usual  claims,  for  furnishing  the  degree  of  protection  to 
the  Camatic,  which  must  be  necessary  to  obtain  from  it  any 
revenue  at  all.  At  all  events,  I  think  we  may  look  with  con- 
fidence to  Parliament  for  securing  the  pecuniary  interests  of 
the  Company,  at  least  to  the  extent  of  their  former  claims, 
either  in  debt  or  subsidy ;  and  that  their  would  be  little 
hesitation  on  the  part  of  the  legislature  in  denying  to  the 
creditors  any  other  remedy,  than  an  appropriation  of  the 
surplus  revenues ;  the  rather,  as  their  security,  even  then 
would  stand  much  improved  under  the  treaty,  by  the  pros- 
pect there  is  of  an  augmentation  of  the  revenues,  when  admi- 
nistered by  the  Company's  officers. 

The  question,  however,  of  recognizing  the  validity  of  these 
debts,  in  any  degree,  is  one,  which  will  require  the  maturest 
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consideration,  and  I  am  happy  to  observe  the  prudent  caution, 
which  has  been  observed  by  the  Govenunent  of  Madras  on 
this  subject.  I  am  aware  that  the  principles  adopted,  in 
respect  to  the  debts  affecting  the  Tanjore  country,  seem  to 
establish  a  precedent  bearing  upon  this  question.  I  am  not 
prepared  however,  to  consider  any  former  precedent,  as  so 
iar  binding  in  the  present  instance,  as  to  preclude  the  Com- 
pany from  acting  on  such  principles,  as  shall  ultimately  appear 
wise  in  themselves,  upon  a  full  knowledge  of  the  extent  and 
nature  of  those  clums. 

Upon  the  late  important  events  in  Oude,  I  shall  not  at  pre- 
sent detain  your  Lordship.  The  pecuniary  and  political 
importance  of  the  treaty  is  manifest,  and  from  the  accounts 
given,  both  by  Colonel  Harcourt,  and  Colonel  Monson,  of  the 
cordial  manner  in  wbich  this  settlement  has  been  agreed  to 
by  the  Vizier,  there  appears  every  reason  to  be  highly  satis- 
fied with  the  circumstance  under  which  it  has  been  concluded ; 
I  cannot  therefore  but  entertiun  a  sanguine  hope,  that  your 
Lordship  will  receive  the  approbation  of  the  Court  on  this 
subject,  so  soon  as  they  are  in  possession  of  thf  details,  which 
your  Lordship  has  signified  your  intention  of  transmitting. 

I  cannot  omit  availing  myself  of  this  occasion  of  congratu- 
lating your  Lordship,  on  the  distinguished  ability  Mr.  Henry 
Wellesley  has  displayed,  both  in  the  conduct  of  the  treaty, 
and  in  the  superintendance  of  the  commission  appointed  for 
the  settlement  of  the  country.  Your  Lordship  will  not  be 
surprized  that  the  Court  of  Directors  should  feel  considerable 
jealousy  on  the  subject  of  his  appointment,  I  trust,  however, 
it  has  been  allayed ;  and  I  entertain  a  sanguine  hope,  that  any 
observations,  which  the  Court  may  hereafter  feel  themselves 
called  upon  to  make  on  this  subject,  will  be,  to  notice  it  in  the 
manner  which  I  am  persuaded,  is  not  less  due  to  the  wisdom, 
than  it  indisputably  is  to  the  purity  of  the  measure,  and  solely 
with  the  view  of  guarding  against  any  improper  inference, 
which  might  hereafter  result  from  the  relaxation  of  a  general 
principle  in  this  particular  instance. 

In  adverting  to  the  general  measures,  which  will  engross 
your  Lordship's  attention,  during  the  remainder  of  your  stay 
in  India,  I  feel  it  altogether  unnecessary  to  offer  many  sug- 
gestions. The  local  opportunities  you  have  had,  enable  your 
Lordship  to  form  a  much  more  comprehensive  judgment  on 
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tibe  extended  scale  of  our  interests  in  that  quarter,  than  either 
my  experience  or  means  will  admit  of. 

I  can  truly  usure  your  Lordship,  I  look  with  confidence  to 
the  winding  up  of  your  goTemntent,  being  marked  with  as 
much  solidity,  as  its  progress  has  been  brilliant  and  command- 
ing ;  and  in  the  two  great  features  of  retrenchment  of  expense, 
and  conduct  towards  the  native  powers,  I  am  satisfied,  when 
the  government  passes  from  your  Lordship's  hands,  that  we 
shall  have  as  little  to  desire  as  to  regret;  for,  however  earnest 
your  Lordship  may  feel  to  place  our  interests  and  authority 
in  that  quarter,  before  you  leave  India,  upon  the  surest  and 
most  lasting  foundation,  your  mind  is  too  much  aUve  to  the 
true  principles  of  British  policy,  to  purchase  any  advantage 
at  too  high  a  price. 

I  have  now  only  to  renew  my  assurances  to  your  Lordship 
of  sincere  and  cordial  co-operation,  and  to  repeat  my  convic- 
tion, that  your  Lordship's  decision  upon  the  arrival  of  these 
despatches,  will  correspond  with  that  high  sense  of  public 
duty,  which  has  invariably  distinguished  your  Lordship's 
conduct. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  dear  Lord, 

Your  very  sincere  and  faithful  servant, 
Castlersaoh. 


No.  X. 

Tie  Marqaeu  Wetle»lej/  to  Lord  Clite. 
(Secret— offidal.) 
Mt  Lord,  Fort  WUlMm,  February  2,  1803. 

I  have  received  from  the  Resident  at  Poonah  the  intimation 
of  his  intention  to  recommend  the  advance  of  the  British 
Army  assembled  at  Hurryhaul  into  the  Mahratta  territory 
at  the  earliest  practicable  period  of  time.* 

The  length  of  dme  required  for  the  complete  equipment  of 
the  force  which  your  Lordship  had  directed  to  tw  assembled 

*  The  saseinbliiiK  of  this  force  under  the  command  of  Msjor-Gencrul 
Wellesley,  is  fuliy  deUoled  iu  the  Duke  of  Wel)io|0wn's  despatches.  Vol. 
I.-[Ed.] 
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on  the  frontier  of  the  Mahratta  territory,  precluded  the 
necessity  of  any  immediate  instructions  with  regard  to  the 
nltinate  deatioation  of  that  army.  The  transactioDs  in  the 
I>eecan  and  the  situation  and  views  of  the  several  contending 
parties  having  now  assumed  a  more  distinct  form,  I  am 
enabled  to  apply  the  general  principles  by  which  I  propose 
to  regulate  the  proceedings  of  the  British  Govermnent  in  the 
actutd  crisis  of  affairs. 

The  objects  of  assembling  the  British  troops  on  the  frontier 
of  Mysore  were,  the  effectual  defence  of  our  possessions 
during  the  convulsed  state  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  and  the  . 
eventual  establishment  of  a  subsidiary  force  at  Poonah,  under 
the  operation  of  the  general  defensive  alliance  concluded  with 
the  Peishwa,* 

Your  Lordship  is  apprized  of  my  intention  (in  confor- 
mity to  the  system  of  alliance  founded  by  the  treaty  of  Hy- 
derabad, in  1800J-),  to  exert  the  British  influence  and  power 
for  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa  to  the  muanud  of  Poonah, 
on  the  basis  of  the  subsidiary  treaty  recently  concluded  by 
Colonel  Close.  X  In  pursuing  this  intention,  it  is,  however, 
absolutely  necessary  to  attend  to  the  leading  principles  of 
policy  by  which  my  conduct  has  been  governed  : — 

1st.  The  muntenance  of  peace  with  the  Mahratta  states. 

Snd.  The  preservation  of  the  internal  tranquiUity  of  the 
British  possessions.  Our  proceedings  in  the  present  crisis  of 
affairs  must  he  strictly  conformable  to  these  leading  principles. 

The  stipulations  of  treaty  on  which  I  found  my  intention 
to  facihtate  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa's  authority,  origi- 
nated in  a  supposition  that  the  majority  of  the  Mahratta 
Jageerdars,  and  the  body  of  the  Peisfawa's  subjects  enter- 
tidned  a  desire  of  co-operating  in  that  measure.  Justice  and 
wisdom  would  forbid  any  attempt  to  impose  upon  the  Mah- 
rattas  a  ruler,  whose  restoration  to  authority  was  adverse  to 
the  wishesof  every  class  of  his  subjects.  The  spirit  of  our  recent 
engagements  with  the  Peishwa,  involved  no  obligation  of  such 
an  extent.  Whatever  might  be  the  success  of  our  arms,  the 
ultimate  object  of  those  engagements  could  not  be  attained  by 

*  See  BubBequent  letters. 

t  See  vol.  ii.  p.  275,  and  appendix,  p.  709. 

t  See  appendix. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1803.  LORD  CLIVE.  43 

a  course  of  policy  so  Tiolent  and  extreme.  If,  therefore,  it 
should  appear  that  a  decided  opposition  to  the  reatoratioD  of 
the  Peishwa  is  to  be  expected  from  the  majority  of  the  Mah- 
ratta  Jageerdars,  and  from  the  body  of  the  Peishwa's  sub* 
jects,  I  should  instantly  relinquish  every  attempt  to  restore 
the  Peishwa  to  the  musnud  of  Poonah. 

Even  under  an  assurance  of  a  decided  support  and  co- 
operation from  the  Jageerdars,  it  is,  however,  advisable  tliat 
such  a  detachment  of  the  British  force  should  advance  into 
the  Mahratta  territory,  as  shall  not  endanger  the  internal 
tranquillity  of  the  Company's  territories.  The  advance  of  the 
whole  of  the  British  army  assembled  at  Hurryhaul  into  the 
Mahratta  territory  would  greatly  diminish  the  internal  security 
of  the  Company's  possessions  in  that  quarter  of  India.  Such 
a  movement  would  therefore  be  inconsistent  with  a  principal 
object  of  that  armament. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  therefore,  I  con- 
sider the  advance  of  the  whole  of  the  British  army  assembled 
at  Hurryhaul  to  Poonah  to  be  a  measure  of  such  hazard  to 
the  tranquillity  of  the  British  possessions,  as  could  not  be 
justified  by  any  probable  expectation  of  a  more  speedy  and 
complete  accomplishment  of  our  views  at  that  court. 

With  the  view  of  fulfilling  our  engagements  with  the 
Peishwa  without  deviating  from  the  principles  stated  in  this 
despatch,  it  is  my  intention, 

1st.  That  the  whole  of  the  subsidiary  force  serving  with 
his  Highness  the  Nizam,  together  with  the  regiment  of  Euro- 
peans, and  the  regiment  of  cav^ry,  to  be  furnished  for  the 
service  of  his  Highness,  under  the  orders  of  the  Governor- 
General  in  council,  of  the  31st  of  December,  1803,  shall  pro- 
ceed to  join  the  troops  of  the  Nizam  assembled  in  his  High- 
ness's  western  frontier,  and  that  the  whole  of  that  force  shall 
occupy  withui  his  Highness's  territory  the  station  nearest  to 
Poonah,  and  shall  be  prepared,  at  a  proper  season,  to  advance 
to  that  capital. 

Sndly.  That  as  large  a  proportion  of  the  British  army  as- 
sembled at  Hurryhaul  as  can  be  detached,  consistently  with 
the  internal  security  of  the  British  territories,  shall  advance 
in  concert  and  co-operation  with  such  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs 
and  Jageerdars  occupying  the  southern  frontier  of  the  Mah- 
ratta territory  as  are  attached  to  the  Pcishwa's  cause ;  and 
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that  the  renuunder  of  the  Britieh  army  shall  tnuntain  its  po- 
sition on  the  frontier  of  Mysore,  for  the  combined  purpose 
of  eventuaDy  supporting  the  advanced  detachment,  and  of 
preserving  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the  Company's  teni- 
tory. 

^rdly.  Thut  the  advanced  detachment  shall  proceed  from 
Hurryhaul,  together  with  auch  of  the  Mahratta  forces  as  may 
unite  with  it,  either  to  Meritch,  or  to  any  other  station 
where  the  Peishwa  may  be  enabled  to  join  that  force,  or  that 
the  detachment  from  Hurryhaul  shall  form  a  junction  with 
the  ctHnbined  army  of  the  Nizam,  and  with  the  British  sub- 
sidiary troops  on  the  frontier  of  his  Highness's  dominions. 
The  immediate  destination  of  the  advancing  army  must  ne- 
cessarily be  regulated  by  contingent  events.  The  extent  of 
the  force  to  be  thus  detached  from  the  main  body  of  the 
British  army  at  Hurryhaul  must  be  decided  by  the  discretion 
of  your  Lordship  in  conncil,  aided  by  the  judgment  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  and  strictly  regulated  by  the  principles 
stated  in  the  preceding  parts  of  this  despatch. 

Such  detachment  of  British  troops,  supported  by  the 
co-operation  of  the  nuyority  of  the  southern  Jageerdars,  or 
by  the  force  united  with  the  army  of  the  Nizam,  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  preclude  the  opposition  of  any  individual  chieftain 
who  may  consider  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa  to  the  mus- 
nud  of  Poonah  to  be  incompatible  with  his  separate  interest, 
and  who  might  be  disposed  to  resist  or  embarrass  the  pro- 
gress of  that  measure. 

The  actual  period  of  the  advance  of  the  proposed  de- 
tachment from  Hurryhaul  must  be  regulated  by  the  informa- 
tion which  your  Lordship  may  receive  of  the  progress  of  the 
subsidiary  force  from  Hyderabad,  and  of  the  Nizam's  troops, 
and  also  by  the  tenor  of  the  advices  which  may  be  trans- 
mitted to  your  Lordship  by  the  resident  at  Poonah, 

The  co-operation  of  the  majority  of  the  Mahratta  Ja- 
geerdars for  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa  to  the  due  exer- 
cise of  his  authority  being  considered  to  form  an  indispen- 
sable part  of  the  arrangement  for  the  accomplishment  of  that 
object,  it  is  necessary  that  your  Lordship  should  be  apprised 
of  my  sentiments  with  regard  to  the  conduct  to  be  observed 
in  encouraging  those  Jageerdars  to  co-operate  with  the  British 
troops. 
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It  may  be  expected  that  those  Jageerdars  will  require, 
as  the  condition  of  their  support,  assurances  from  the  British 
Government  of  security  for  their  respective  rights  and  inte- 
rests in  the  general  settlement  of  affairs.  Without  an  accu- 
rate knowledge  of  the  respective  rights  of  the  Jageerdars, 
and  of  the  Feishwa,  we  cannot  justly  pledge  the  faith  of  the 
British  Government  to  any  special  engagement  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

£very  practicable  means  should  be  employed  to  con- 
ciliate the  good  will  of  those  chieftuns,  and  to  obtun  their 
co-operation  in  the  general  object  of  restoring  the  Peishwa  to 
the  due  exercise  of  bia  authority,  and  for  that  purpose  it  will 
be  proper  to  afford  to  the  Jageerdars  every  assurance  that 
the  utmost  influence  of  the  British  Government  will  be  em- 
ployed after  the  auccessiul  restoration  of  Baajy  Bao,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  security  of  each  chieftain  to  the  extent  which  may 
be  practicable,  consistently  with  the  juat  rights  of  the  Posh- 
wa.  Any  engagements  of  a  more  definite  nature  might  in- 
volve obligations  inconsistent  with  public  faith. 

In  framing  any  arrangements  with  the  Mahratta  Jageer- 
dars occupying  the  frontier  of  Mysore  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing their  aid  and  co-operation  on  the  present  occasion, 
your  Lordship  may  be  disposed  to  avail  yourself  of  the  ser- 
vices of  Major  Mdcolm,  whose  extensive  information  with  re- 
gard to  the  general  political  system  of  India,  and  whose  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  my  sentiments  on  this  particular  branch 
of  pohcy  will  furnish  peculiar  advantages  in  accomplishing  the 
measures  which  your  Lordship  may  pursue  ibr  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  support  of  the  Mahratta  feudatories. 

Your  Lordship  will  .issue  such  instructions  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  detachment  as  may  be  proper  with  the 
view  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  through  which  the  detachment  may  have  occasion  to 
{>as8  in  the  Mahratta  territory. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wellesley. 
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7»«  Marqaeu  }FeUt*leg  to  Lord  Cliee. 

(Secret) 
My  Lord,  Fort  WUlism,  February  3.  1803. 

In  the  present  situation  of  the  afTairs  of  the  Mahratta  em- 
pire, and  under  the  circumstances  of  our  recent  engagements 
with  the  Peishwa,  it  is  desirable  that  ao  officer  of  approved 
talent  and  experience  in  the  political  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  India  should  be  appointed  to  reside  at  ne  court  of 
the  Rajah  Raggojee  Bhooslah  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and 
should  be  directed  to  proceed  with  the  least  practicable  delay 
to  Nagpore. 

Adverting  to  the  power  and  influence  of  Raggojee 
Bhooslah,  as  a  branch  of  the  Mahratta  state,  it  is  expedient 
that  we  should  possess  the  means  of  obtaining  timely  know- 
ledge of  that  chieftain's  views  in  the  present  crisis.  It  is  my 
duty  to  avail  myself  of  the  favourable  opportunity  which  the 
actual  state  of  the  affairs  of  the  Mahratta  empire  may  be  ex- 
pected to  aiford  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  important 
object  of  comprehending  the  Rajah  of  Berar  in  the  syst«n  of 
defensive  alliance  lately  concluded  with  the  Peishwa. 

These  objects  cannot  be  effectually  secured,  otherwise 
than  by  the  presence  of  an  able  and  active  resident  on  the 
part  of  the  British  Government  at  the  court  of  Nagpore. 

Your  Lordship  will  concur  in  opinion  with  me,  that  the 
talents,  knowledge,  and  activity  of  Mr.  Webbe  qualify  him  in 
an  eminent  degree  for  that  station.  Mr.  Webbe's  skill  in  the 
principal  languages  of  India,  and  particularly  the  Mahratta 
language,  render  him  more  particularly  able  to  serve  the 
Company  in  the  situation  of  resident  at  the  court  of  Nag- 
pore. 

I  trust  that  the  purposes  of  the  commission  of  which 
Mr.  Webbe  was  appointed  a  member,  under  the  authority  of 
your  Lordship,  in  council,  have  now  been  so  far  accomplished, 
as  to  admit  of  Mr,  Webbe's  employment  at  Nagpore  without 
the  hazard  of  injury  to  the  public  service ;  and  I  have  formed 
an  arrangement  for  supplying  the  place  of  Mr.  Webbe  in  hia 
capacity  of  resident  in  Mysore,  which  will  be  communicated 
to  your  Lordship  in  the  sequel  of  this  despatch. 
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AdvertiDg,  however,  to  the  peculiar  nature  of  our  con- 
nection with  the  state  of  Mysore,  and  to  the  local  circum- 
ataoces  of  that  important  branch  of  our  political  relations,  t 
am  convinced  that  the  security  of  the  British  interests  in  that 
quarter  of  India  indispensably  requires  the  permanent  con- 
tinuance of  an  able  and  experienced  political  resident  at  the 
court  of  Mysore.  I  have  hitherto  reluctantly  submitted  to 
the  necessity  which  has  occasioned  the  absence  of  Mr.  Webbe 
from  his  stadon  in  Mysore,  I  therefore  deem  it  to  be  essenti- 
ally necessary  that  a  person  duly  qudified  should  be  immedi- 
ately and  permanently  appointed  to  succeed  to  that  office 
which  will  be  vacated  by  the  nomination  of  Mr,  Webbe  to  the 
residency  of  Nagpore. 

The  critical  state  of  the  Britbh  interests  as  connected 
with  the  affairs  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  and  the  nature  of  our 
recent  enga^ments  with  the  Peishwa,  render  the  presence  of 
the  British  resident  at  the  court  of  Mysore  at  this  period  of 
time  of  still  more  urgent  importance  to  the  public  interests. 
With  reference  either  to  the  permanent  duties  or  the  immedi- 
ate object  of  that  appointment,  it  is  indispensably  necessary 
that  the  person  who  may  be  nominated  to  that  situation, 
should  be  intimately  acquainted  with  the  condition  and  inte- 
rests of  the  several  states  and  chieftains  composing  the  Mah- 
ratta empire,  with  the  whole  course  of  the  late  transacdons 
in  theDeccan,  and  with  my  views  and  sentiments  with  regard 
to  the  whole  system  of  our  political  arrangements  in  that 
quarter  of  India. 

The  complete  information  possessed  by  Major  John 
Malcolm  on  all  those  important  points,  added  to  the  zeal, 
judgment,  and  ability,  which  have  distinguished  the  conduct 
of  that  officer  in  various  important  polidcal  stadons,  qualify 
him,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  for  the  situation  of  resident  at 
Mysore. 

The  knowledge  which  I  possess  of  the  sentiments  of 
your  Lordship  with  respect  to  Major  Malcolm's  qualifications 
leaves  no  doubt  in  my  mind  of  your  Lordship's  entire  con- 
currence in  the  selection  of  that  officer  for  the  situation  of 
resident  in  Mysore.  I  therefore  request  that  your  Ixirdsbip 
in  council  will  be  pleased  to  issue  Major  Malcolm's  aj^oint- 
ment  to  that  office  on  the  date  of  Mr.  Webbe's  nomination  to 
the  residency  of  Nagpore. 
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Major  Malcolm  will  immediately  proceed  to  Fort  St. 
George  for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  of  his  appointment. 
Your  Lordship  has  been  apprized,  by  prirate  advices  from 
me,  of  the  intention  which  I  had  formed  of  proceeding  to 
Fort  St.  George  for  the  express  purpose  of  regulating,  with 
more  facility  and  effect,  the  course  of  the  military  and  poUd- 
cal  proceedings  connected  with  the  actual  state  of  the  Mah- 
ratta  empire.  The  tenor  of  the  advices  recently  received 
&om  Colonel  Close,  and  from  Hyderabad,  appearing,  however, 
to  render  the  expediency  of  my  departure  less  urgent,  and 
the  exigencies  of  the  pubUc  service  in  this  quarter  of  the 
British  dominions  requiring  my  immediate  attention,  I  trust 
that  the  inconvenience  of  my  absence  irom  Fort  St.  George 
in  the  present  crisis  may  be  supplied  by  the  communications 
of  Major  Malcolm,  whose  instructions  from  me  will  enable 
him  to  state  to  your  Lordship  distinctly  my  sentiments  and 
intentions  with  regard  to  the  present  state  of  affairs  at  Poo- 
nah.  I  accordingly  request  your  Lordship  to  receive  from 
Major  Malcolm  the  commuaication  of  my  sentiments  on  auch 
questions  connected  with  the  state  of  the  Mabratta  empire,  as 
may  not  have  been  determined  by  my  recent  instructions  to 
your  Lordship. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wellesley. 


7%e  Mortem  /Felletlen  to  Hi*  ExceUencg  lAeul.-Geneivl  Stuart. 

(Prirate  tsA  CoofideotiaL] 

Mr  DEAR  Sir,  Fort  WiUiun,  Febriur;  8th,  1803. 

The  favourable  appearance  of  affairs  at  Poonah,  combined 
with  the  pressure  of  various  circumstances  in  our  situation  at 
this  Presidency,  has  induced  me  to  relinquish  my  intention  of 
proceeding  to  Fort  St.  George  in  the  present  season.  I  have 
sent  Major  Malcolm  to  Madras  with  an  appointment  to  My- 
sore, and  as  he  is  iully  acqumnted  with  every  sentiment  of 
my  mind  respecting  the  actual  crisis  of  affairs  in  the  Mahratta 
empire,  I  have  referred  Lord  Clive  to  him  on  every  point 
which  may  appear  doubtful  or  deficient  in  my  instructions. 
You  will  idso  find  Major  Malcohn  completely  apprized  of  the 
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views  which  I  entertain  with  regard  to  the  operations  of  the 
army,  and  I  request  that  you  will  accordingly  admit  him  to 
your  confidence,  and  receive  through  him  such  communica- 
tions from  me,  as  it  is  not  practicable  to  commit  to  paper. 
The  general  principle  of  my  present  proceedings  is  to  avoid 
hostiUtiea,  and  I  request  you  to  bear  this  principle  in  mind  as 
the  rule  of  our  conduct  in  every  emergency  which  may  arise. 
I  entertain  the  firmest  reliance,  that  with  the  aid  of  your 
prudence  and  temper,  we  shall  attun  every  object  of  the 
armament  without  war. 

Believe  me  to  be, 
With  the  greatest  regard  and  respect,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  faithful  and  obliged  aervant, 
Wellesley. 


No.  XIII. 

7%e  Marqueti  ffelletleg  to  the  Honourable  the  Secret  Committee  of  the 
Court  of  Directort. 

Honourable  Sirs,  Fort  William,  February  10,  1803. 

In  my  despatch  to  your  Honourable  Conunittee  dated  24th 
December,  1802,*  forwarded  overland,  I  had  the  honour  to 
submit  to  you  a  statement  of  the  late  transactions  in  the 
Mahratta  empire,  and  to  explain  to  your  Honourable  Com- 
mittee the  system  of  policy  which  I  considered  it  to  he  my 
duty  to  pursue  for  the  security  and  improvement  of  the  Bri- 
tish interests  in  India,  in  the  actual  crisis  of  affairs  at  Poonah. 

I  am  apprized  by  the  Honourable  the  Governor  of  Bombay 
that  in  conformity  to  my  instructions,  it  was  his  intention  to 
forward  to  your  Honourable  Committee  with  that  despatch 
a  continuation  of  the  narrative  of  events  and  proceedings  in  . 
that  quarter  to  the  latest  period  of  time.  That  narrative  will 
comprehend  the  occurrences  of  a  date  subsequent  to  my  last 
advices  from  Bombay ;  I  shall  therefore  confine  the  present 
despatch  to  a  statement  of  my  general  sentiments  on  the 
actual  situation  of  affairs  in  the  Mahratta  empire,  and  of  the 
course  of  poUcy  which  I  propose  to  pursue. 

Your   Honourable   Committee  will  be   apprized  by  that 

despatch  of  the  Honourable  the  Governor  of  Bombay  to 

which  the  preceding  paragraph  refers,  of  the  actual  conclu- 

•  See  p.  3. 
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Bion  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  defensive  aUiance  between  the 
British  Government  and  his  Highness  the  Peishwa. 

The  terms  of  that  treaty  being  strictly  conformable  to  the 
tenor  of  my  original  propositions  to  his  Highness,  and  to  the 
spirit  of  my  subsequent  instructions  to  the  Resident  at  Poonah, 
I  have  not  hesitated  to  ratify  and|conBrm  the  treaty.  A  copy  of 
the  treaty  is  annexed  to  thb  despatch.*  The  conclusion  of  this 
important  arrangement  promises  to  establish  the  British  inte- 
rests in  the  Mahratta  empire  on  the  most  solid  and  durable 
foundation,  and  to  afibrd  additional  security  for  the  permanent 
tranquillity  and  prosperity  of  the  British  dominions  in  India. 

The  complete  operation  of  this  beneficial  arrangement  is 
however  still  subject  to  doubt. 

It  has  always  been  sufficiently  manifest  that  the  principal 
branches  of  the  Mahratta  state,  are  averse  to  an  alliance  be- 
tween the  British  Government  and  the  sovereign  power  of 
the  Mahratta  empire.  The  distractions  prevailing  among  the 
feudatory  chieftains  afforded  the  most  favourable  prospect 
for  the  conclusion  of  such  an  alliance.  It  is  also  evident  that 
His  Highness  the  Peishwa  has  been  induced  to  conclude  the 
treaty  with  the  British  Government  by  his  conviction  that  no 
other  means  existed  of  recovering  any  portion  of  his  just 
authority,  or  of  securing  the  tranquillity  of  his  dominions. 

The  knowledge  of  our  arrangements  with  the  Peishwa  may 
induce  Dowlut  Row  Scindiah  and  Holkar,  to  compromise 
their  differences  and  to  ofier  to  the  Peishwa  proposals  (or 
restoring  His  Highness  to  the  Musnud  of  Poonah,  which  His 
Highness  may  be  disposed  to  accept,  notwithstanding  the 
actual  conclusion  of  engagements  for  that  purpose  with  the 
British  Government.  In  such  an  event  it  is  iwt  my  intention 
to  attempt  to  compel  the  Peishwa  to  adhere  to  the  fhith  of 
his  engagements,  at  the  hazard  of  involving  the  Company  in 
a  war  with  the  combined  Mahratta  States. 

If  however  the  Peisliwa  should  adhere  to  the  faith  of  Hia 
engagements,  and  if  the  majority  of  the  Mahratta  Jageerdars 
and  Chieftains  subject  to  His  Highness's  authority,  ^ould 
concur  in  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa's  authority  under 
the  treaty  with  the  Company,  I  shall  consider  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  proceed,  without  regard  to  any  partial  opposition  on 
the  part  of  Scindiah,  or  of  Holkar,  either  singly  or  united. 
"  Sec  Appendix. 
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No  reavon,  however,  exie^  to  jaedfy  an  appKhension  that 
HI  the  event  supposed,  Scindiah  would  proceed  to  such  an 
extremity ;  nor  U  any  bwAi  desperate  course  of  proceeding  to 
be  ^pretended  from  the  Rajah  of  Berar.  Uncombined  witfa 
the  power  of  Scindiah,  Holkar  will  not  probably  venture  to 
resist  die  Peishwa.  Holkar  has  also  anxiously  solicited  the 
arbitration  of  the  British  Government  with  respect  to  his 
olums. 

Your  honourable  Committee  will  be  apprised  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  Bombay  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Guzerat,  where, 
I  trust,  an  estaUishment  is  now  formed,  from  which  great 
advantages  may  be  derived  to  the  political,  military,  and  com- 
mercial  interests  of  the  Company,  in  that  quarter  of  India. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Welleslby. 
Feb.  14,  1S03. 
P.S.— Smce  the  date  of  this  letter  I  have  received  advices 
from  the  resident  at  Poonah  to  the  S3rd  ultimo,  the  general 
tenor  of  these  advices  appears  to  me  to  be  of  the  moat  favour- 
able  description. 

His  Highness  the  Peishwa  has  despatched  two  of  his  prin- 
cipal officers  to  Dowlut  Row  Scindiah  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  reconciling  that  chieftain  to  the  arrangement  which 
his  Highness  has  concluded  with  the  British  Government. 

His  Highness  the  Peishwa  has  addressed  letters  to  the 
several  Mahratta  chieftains  subject  to  his  Highnesses  autho- 
rity, who  occupy  the  districts  situated  between  Poonah  and 
the  river  Kistna,  apprising  them  of  his  alliance  with  the  Bri- 
tish Government,  and  directing  them  to  join  and  co-operate 
with  the  British  forces.  These  circumstances  have  consider- 
ably diminished  my  apprehensions  with  regard  to  the  possi- 
bility of  the  Peishwa's  departure  from  the  f^th  of  his  engage- 
ments. 

Dissensions  have  arisen  between  Amrut  Row  and  Jeswunt 
Row  Holkar,  which  may  be  expected  to  produce  a  separation 
of  interests  between  those  chieftains.  Jeswunt  Row  Holkar 
is  extremely  embarrassed  by  the  want  of  money  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  troops,  and  is  endeavouring  to  supply  the  failure 
of  his  resources  by  levying  oppressive  contributions  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Poonah.  That  chieftain  has  repeated  his  pro- 
positions in  a  modified  form  to  the  Resident,  for  an  accommo- 
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dation  with  the  Peishwa,  and  has  solicited  the  mediation  of 
the  Resident,  and  of  the  Peishwa,  for  the  satisfaction  of  his 
demands  upon  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah.  As  a  proof  of  his 
sincerity,  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  has  signified  his  intention  of 
sending  the  females  of  the  Peishwa's  family  to  his  Highness 
at  Bassein.  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  has  been  .equally  earnest 
in  soliciting  the  mediation  of  bis  Highness  the  Nizam. 

The  situation  of  affairs  justifies  a  confident  expectation  of 
the  speedy  and  happy  conclusion  of  the  late  arrangements 
with  his  Highness  the  Peishwa,  and  of  the  amicable  adjust* 
ment  of  the  differences  existing  among  the  Mahratta  chief- 
tains, through  the  mediation  and  influence  of  the  British 
power. 


No.  XIV. 

Tlie  Marque$$  fFelletUy  to  the  ffonouraite  Court  0/ Director*. 

Honourable  Sirs,  Fort  WUIiam,  Febntuy  1  [th,  1803, 

On  the  29th  of  January,  the  GoTemoT-General  in  council 
in  the  public  department  had  the  honour  to  receive  a  letter 
from  your  honourable  Court,  under  date  Sept.  29,  1803,  • 
in  which  you  are  pleased  to  notice  the  receipt  of  the  des- 
patches of  January  Ist,  and  March  13th,  1802,  from  me,  suh- 
mitling  to  your  honourable  Court  my  desire  to  relinquish  thb 
Government,  and  return  to  Europe  in  the  month  of  January, 
1803. 

The  tetter  from  your  honourable  Court  of  Sept.  29  wiU 
be  acknowledged  in  the  regular  course  of  correspondence  by 
the  Governor-General  in  council,  but  as  the  general  tenor  of 
that  despatch  refers  exclusively  to  my  public  services,  and  to 
my  personal  sentiments,  my  respect  for  your  honourable  Court 
induces  me  to  address  this  separate  letter  to  you  upon  the 
subject  of  niy  continuance  in  India. 

By  my  tetter  to  your  honourable  Court  under  date 
Dec.  24,  1802,  f  you  will  have  been  informed  that  my  anxious 
desire  to  derive  every  practicable  advantage  from  the  existing 
state  of  affairs  in  the  Mahratta  empire,  had  determined  me  to 
prolong  the  period  of  my  government  in  India,  and  to  sacrifice 

*  See  Appeadix.  f  See  p.  1. 


Digitized  by  Google 


180S.  TBE  HON.  COURT  OP  DIRECTORS.  5S 

to  my  sense  of  your  interests  my  earnest  solicitude  to  return 
to  Europe  in  the  present  season.  This  circumstance  will,  I 
trust,  satisfy  your  honourable  Court  that  no  consideration  ia 
of  equal  moment  in  my  estimation  to  ray  sense  of  duty  towards 
the  public  interests,  or  to  the  solemn  obligations  of  my  ardu- 
ous public  trust 

The  sentiments  of  disapprobation  which  your  honour^ 
able  Court  has  deemed  it  necessary  to  signify  to  your  govem- 
ments  in  India  on  various  occasions  during  the  course  of  my 
administration,  have  been  received  by  me  with  a  degree  of 
concern  and  regret  proportioned  to  the  satisfaction  with  which 
I  have  the  honour  respectfully  to  acknowledge  your  honour- 
able Court's  recent  approbation  of  my  conduct  in  the  general 
management  and  superintendance  of  your  affairs. 

The  expectations  of  public  advantage  which  your  honourable 
Court  is  pleased  to  found  upon  my  continuance  in  your  service, 
are  sufficient  to  determine  me  to  sacrifice  every  private  coih 
sideration  to  the  important  duty  of  obeying  your  commands. 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  I  have  the  honour  to 
submit  to  your  honourable  Court  this  respectful  notification 
of  my  intention  to  postpone  my  departure  from  India  until  the 
month  of  January,  1604. 

Your  honourable  Court  has  been  apprized  by  various 
communications  from  this  Government,  in '  the  course  of  the 
last  year,  of  the  progressive  introduction  of  the  system  of 
finance  which  I  have  been  enabled  to  frame,  with  a  view  of 
accelerating  the  success  of  any  arrangement  which  may  be 
adopted  in  England  for  the  liquidation  of  the  Indian  debt.  I 
entertain  a  confident  hope  of  meeting  the  expectations  of  your 
honourable  Court  on  this  important  subject. 

I  am  also  satisfied  that  the  settlement  of  your  recent  acquisiti- 
ons will  provebighly  advantageous  to  your  intere8ts,and  will  fijr- 
nish  a  valuable  accession  to  your  resources  of  every  description. 

During  my  continuance  in  this  laborious  and  difficult 
station,  your  honourable  Court  may  be  assured  of  my  most 
cordial,  zealous,  and  assiduous  attention  to  every  object  to 
which  you  may  be  pleased  to  direct  my  services,  or  which  may 
appear  to  me  to  require  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Honourable  Sirs, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  most  obedient,  obliged,  and  &ithful  servant, 
Wellesley. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  HARQUESB  WELLBSLBV    TO 


Marqaeu  Wtlletleg  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Cattlermgh,  (Eictraci). 

(No.  I,  PriTBte  and  taatt  Secret.) 

Mt  dear  Lord,  Barrackpore,  12th  Febmary,  180a 

Year  LonJahip  will  have  been  apprized  l^  my  letter  of  the 
34tb  December  1800,  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  of  the 
motives  of  public  doty,  which  had  induced  me  to  determine 
to  remain  in  India  for  another  seafion  previoasly  to  the  receipt 
of  the  reply  from  Hia  Majesty's  ministers,  and  from  the  Com- 
pany, to  my  despatches  by  Colonels  Monson  and  Harcourt. 

I  am  deeply  aensible  of  your  kindness  in  having  commu- 
nicated to  me  so  early  as  the  10th  of  September,  the  general 
sentiments  of  the  Government  at  home,  upon  the  subject  of 
my  continuance  in  India;  and  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  your 
Lordship  to  learn,  that  your  early  attention  on  that  occasion, 
effectually  relieved  my  mind  from  a  state  of  the  most  painfbl 
anxiety  and  embarrassing  doubt. 

I  assure  your  Lordship  sincerely,  that  notwithstanding  my 
respect  and  regard  for  Lord  Dartmouth,  I  derived  great 
confidence  and  satisfaction  from  your  appointment  to  the 
general  superin tendance  of  Indian  affairs.  My  intimate 
knowledge  of  youf  character  and  talents,  induces  me  to  anti- 
dpate  from  that  appointment,  an  adminiatration  of  tlie  inte- 
rests of  Great  Britain  in  India,  equally  honourable  to  you, 
and  advantageous  to  the  public. 

The  communications  conveyed  by  your  letter  of  the  ^th 
September,  have  completely  removed  every  trace  of  appre- 
hension from  my  mind  with  regard  to  my  personal  situation 
during  the  continuance  of  my  administration  in  India. 
■  In  the  suggestions  which  your  Lordship  has  communicated 
with  regard  to  the  exercise  of  my  discretionary  authority 
during  the  remainder  of  my  government,  I  conceive  that  you 
refer  more  particularly  to  the  question  of  the  private  trade, 
%n  which  you  will  have  learnt  that  I  have  conformed  impli- 
citly to  the  instructions  which  I  received,  although  my  senti- 
ments upon  that  question  remain  unaltered. 

The  question  of  the  private  trade  never  appeared  to  me  to 
be  of  the  magnitude  or  importance  described  by  either  of  the 
contending  parties.     My  conduct  was  regulated  by  a  calm 
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and'deliberate  view  of  the  comparative  political  and  commer- 
cial advantages  to  the  Company  and  the  nation,  of  promoting 
or  of  destroying  that  branch  of  trade ;  and  your  Lordship 
nay,  perhaps,  be  inclined  to  consider  the  alarm  and  anger  of 
the  Court  of  Directors  on  this  subject,  with  no  other  dtspo- 
ution  than  the  indulgence  which  true  wisdom  extends  to  the 
infirmities  of  prqudice,  ignorance  and  passion,  when  you 
ahall  have  observed,  by  adverting  to  the  recorded  proceed- 
ings of  the  Government  for  the  last  two  years,  that  I  had 
actually  suspended  all  encouragement  to  the  private  trade  of 
India  during  that  period  of  time,  in  anxious  expectation  of 
receiving  a  precise  rule  of  conduct  from  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, whose  definite  commands  for  nearly  three  years 
previously  (o  that  time,  I  had  solicited  with  an  anxiety 
equally  assiduous,  and  fruitless ;  and  that  in  the  year  1801-S, 
instead  of  having  permitted  the  whole  private  tonnage  em- 
ployed on  the  Egyptian  expedition  to  proceed  with  cargoes 
on  account  of  individual  merchants  to  England,  I  had  re- 
Btricted  that  indulgence  to  the  limited  number  of  three  ships, 
the  services  of  which  were  absolutely  necessary  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  expedition,  and  could  not  have  been  obtained  on 
any  other  conditions. 

When,  therefore,  the  Court  was  pleased  to  accuse  me  of 
having  lavished  my  indulgence  upon  upwards  of  30,000  tons 
of  private  shipping  to  the  hazard  of  the  Company's  monopoly, 
the  fact  waa,  that  1  had  restricted  that  permission  within  the 
limits  of  3,000  tons,  under  an  irresistible  exigency  of  the 
pubUc  service  at  the  most  critical  period  of  the  war.  Under 
these  circumstances  your  Lordship  will  judge  whether  the 
long  silence  of  the  Court,  together  with  the  state  of  the  trade 
and  shipping  during  the  years  1800, 1801,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  180S,  would  not  have  afforded  ample  means  of  fa- 
vouring the  private  trade  of  India,  if  I  had  harboured  the 
unworthy  design  imputed  to  me  by  the  Court ;  and  whether 
my  inaction  at  the  juncture  most  favourable  and  most  critical 
to  the  interests,  which  I  am  supposed  to  esteem  beyond  my 
public  trust,  does  not  furnish  an  incontrovertible  proof  of  my 
utter  indifference  to  any  other  considerations  than  those  of 
my  pubUc  duty ;  you  will  also,  I  trust,  remark  my  invariable 
observance  of  respect  even  for  the  errors  of  any  branch  of 
the  authority  of  the  East  India  Company.     Their  own  re- 
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cords  will,  bowever,  save  me  the  labour  of  a  detailed  defence. 
I  have  adverted  particularly  to  the  question  of  the  private 
trade,  because  I  apprehend  that  my  conduct  on  that  question 
has  been  the  main  source  of  the  virulence  vhich  has  been 
betrayed  by  the  Ckiurt  on  various  other  topics.  Whatever 
may  be  the  final  judgment  of  the  Court  on  that  question,  it 
is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety  in  India,  that  no  subject  of 
any  importance  since  the  commencement  of  my  administra- 
tion has  engaged  so  inconsiderable  a  portion  of  my  solicitude, 
and  that  in  many  instances  I  have  offended  nearly  to  an  equal 
extent  against  the  prejudices  and  passions  of  both  parties  at 
issue  respecting  the  private  trade. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  define  the  precise  boundaries  of 
the  discretionary  authority  vested  in  the  Govemor-GeneraL 
On  the  due  and  firm  exercise  of  that  discretion,  however,  the 
stability  of  this  empire  must  principally  depend.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  abuse  or  licentious  extension  of  the  discre- 
tionary powers  of  the  Governor-General  would  endanger  the 
efficacy  of  the  controlling  power  in  England.  This  question 
must  be  decided  in  common  with  every  practical  question  of 
government  by  reference  to  the  particular  circumstances  of 
each  special  case.  On  this  subject,  Uierefore,  I  can  only 
assure  your  Lordship  that  my  disposition  must  always  be  to 
conform  to  the  instructions  received  from  England,  without 
deviation  or  delay,  and  that  my  practice  will  always  corres- 
pond with  this  principle,  subject,  however,  to  such  modifi- 
cations aa  the  peculiar  nature  of  this  govenunent,  and 
the  actual  state  of  local  circumstances  may  absolutely  de- 
mand. 

I  return  you  many  thanks  for  the  conuaunication  of  the 
paragraph  proposed  by  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  of  the 
answer  returned  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  respecting 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Henry  Wellesley  to  preside  over  the 
temporary  commission  for  the  provisional  government  and 
settlement  of  Oude.  The  letter  of  the  Board  of  Control  is 
so  entirely  conformable  to  my  sentiments,  and  contains  so 
just  and  accurate  a  representation  of  the  principles  and  mo- 
tives which  induced  me  to  appoint  Mr.  Wellesley,  that  I  feel 
it  to  be  unnecessary  to  offer  any  remark  upon  its  contents,  I 
will,  therefore,  only  add  my  sincere  satisfaction  to  perceive  so 
distinct  and  correct  a  view  of  my  conduct  as  that  which  your 
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Ijonlaliip  has  taken  on  an  occasion  so  interesting  to  my  cha- 
racter and  honour. 

No  consideration  inferior  to  the  most  urgent  demand  of 
the  public  service  would  have  induced  me  to  withdraw  my 
brother  from  the  management  of  my  personal  and  domestic 
arrangements,  in  the  conduct  of  which  it  must  be  perfectly 
evident,  that  the  loss  of  his  services  must  have  been  irrepara- 
ble to  my  private  interests.  Hie  own  private  interests  could 
derive  no  other  advantage  irom  the  appointment  than  that 
which  might  result  from  the  honourable  discharge  of  his 
pubUc  duty,  and  from  the  prosperity  of  the  public  interests 
committed  to  his  hands.  The  principles  on  which  this  ap- 
pointment was  founded  were  precisely  similar  to  those  which 
governed  my  conduct  in  constituting  the  commission  for  the 
afbirs  of  Mysore  after  the  reduction  of  Seringapatanu  Any 
difierence  in  the  duration  or  nature  of  the  two  commissions 
arose  necessarily  from  the  nature  of  each  respective  case. 
The  raal  objects  of  this  appointment  were  so  obvious,  that  I 
confess  myself  to  have  viewed  the  disapprobation  of  the 
Directors  merely  as  an  additional  symptom  of  their  disor- 
dered temper.  The  transaction  in  all  its  relations,  so  far 
from  having  been  injurious  to  the  civil  service  in  Bengal, 
offers,  perhaps,  the  most  considerable  advantages  which  have 
been  conferred  on  that  service  since  the  acquisition  of  the 
Dewaimy  of  Bengal.  The  immediate  effect  of  the  arrange- 
ments in  Oude  will  open  thirty  new  offices  of  considerable 
emolument  and  honour  to  the  civil  service,  and  the  ultimate 
consequence  must  be  to  accelerate  by  nearly  ten  years  the 
general  succession  throughout  the  junior  branches  of  the 
departments  of  judicature  and  revenue.  No  competition 
could  exist  between  my  brother  and  any  civil  servant  respect- 
ing the  station  of  Lieut.-Governor,  nor  could  any  superses- 
sion be  involved  in  an  appointment  which  never  would  have 
existed  if  my  brother  had  not  been  on  the  spot,  and  for  which 
no  <nvil  servant  could  be  qualified,  because  no  gentleman  of 
that  description  posseaaes  the  natural  authority  which  my 
brother  derives  from  his  birth  and  rank,  from  the  place  which 
he  holds  in  my  confidence,  and  from  the  consequent  respect 
of  the  native  princes,  chiefs,  and  people.  It  would  have  been 
impossible  to  have  settled  our  recent  acquisition  without  my 
presence  upon  the  spot,  if  I  had  not  been  enabled  to  substi- 
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tDte  mjr  brother ;  and  as  my  coatinuance  £<»  an  entire  seaeoD 
in  Oude  would  have  been  highly  injurious  to  many  other  im. 
portant  brandies  of  the  public  service,  I  selected  the  only 
person  in  India  who  could  represent  me  on  such  an  occasirai. 

Your  Lordship  will  learn  by  these  despatches  the  happy 
result  of  that  appcantment.  You  will  also  perceive  that,  at 
an  early  period  of  the  year,  Mr.  Wellesley  ugnified  to  me  . 
the  probability  of  his  being  enabled  to  resign  his  office  at 
this  season,  and  obtained  my  permission  to  proceed  to  Cal- 
cutta as  soon  aa  the  settlement  of  revenue  actually  in  pro- 
gress should  be  completed.  He  accordingly  arrived  at  Cal- 
cutta on  the  18th  of  January,  1803,  and  he  has  resigned  the 
station  of  Lieut.-GoTemor  of  the  ceded  provinces  having  de- 
livered to  this  government  a  report  upon  the  result  of  the 
settlement  of  those  provinces,  which  accompanies  the  des- 
patch to  the  Secret  Committee  by  this  conveyance. 

Although  the  state  of  the  ceded  provinces  is  at  present 
perfectly  tranquil  and  flourishing,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  de- 
claring to  your  Lordahip  my  positive  conviction  that  the 
public  service  in  Oude  will  be  exposed  to  liazard  by  Mr. 
Wellesley's  retirement  at  this  time. 

The  prosperous  condition  of  the  ceded  provinces  is  prin> 
cipally  to  be  ascribed  to  Mr.  Wellesley's  personal  influence 
and  authority,  and  to  the  uniform  exertion  on  his  part  of 
considerable  ability  and  indefatigable  industry,  combined 
with  extraordinary  temper  and  discretion;  I  should,  there- 
fore, have  felt  a  stronger  sense  of  security  and  confidence  in 
the  final  settlement  of  affairs  in  Oude,  if  Mr.  Wellesley's 
commission  could  have  been  renewed  for  another  season. 
The  information  which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Wellesley 
since  his  arrival  at  Calcutta,  and  the  result  of  the  various 
authentic  documents  which  he  has  brought  under  my  consi- 
deration, would  certainly  have  induced  me  to  have  prolonged 
bis  continuance  in  the  superintendence  of  affairs  in  Oude  for 
anothcx  season,  if  I  had  not  found  myself  precluded  from  the 
exercise  of  my  judgment  with  respect  to  his  appointment  by 
the  declared  opinion  of  the  Court  of  Directors.  My  assidu- 
ous attention  will  be  directed  to  prevent  the  evils  which  I 
apprehend  from  Mr.  Wellesley's  premature  resignation  of 
his  government ;  if,  however,  I  should  unfortunately  prove 
unsuccessful,  your  Lordship  will  ascribe  any  embarrassment, 
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wbtcb  the  public  service  may  Bu0er,  to  the  int^rpoatioD  of 
the  Court  of  Directors. 

As  Mr.  Wellesley  cannot  with  propriety  return  to  the  office 
of  private  secretary,  I  have  thought  that  his  talents  and 
knowledge  might  be  rendered  most  useful  to  the  public  ser- 
Tice  at  this  moment  by  his  immediate  return  to  England ;  his 
health  also,  which  has  suffered  by  bis  laborious  employment 
in  Oude,  will  receive  benefit  from  the  voyage.  He  will,  there- 
fore, embark  in  a  few  days  for  England  <hi  board  the  Swailow 
packet,  which  is  now  in  the  river  Hooghly  ready  to  receive 
him. 

Much  as  I  regret  my  brother's  early  departure,  I  derive 
great  satisfaction  from  reflecting  on  the  advantage  which  tiis 
seasonable  arrival  in  England  will  nffbrd  to  your  Lordship, 
particularly  in  considering  the  affairs  of  Oude.  Your  Lord- 
ship will  also  find  Mr.  Wellesley  intimately  acquunted  with 
the  general  state  of  affairs  in  every  part  of  India,  and  with 
my  sentiments  on  every  importaut  topic  relating  to  this  em- 
pire. 

I  request  you  to  accept  my  most  cordial  acknowledgements 
for  your  Lordship's  highly  satisfactory  statement  of  Mr.  Ad- 
dington*s  conduct,  in  consequence  of  receiving  my  despatches 
by  Colonels  Monson  and  Harcourt.  So  honourable  a  testi- 
mony of  the  public  approbation  and  private  attachment  of 
such  a  character,  is  truly  grateful  .to  every  sentiment  of  my 
heart. 

I  retoro  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  early  intimation, 
which  your  Lordship  has  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  me, 
with  regard  to  the  designation  of  my  successor  in  the  difficult 
and  important  station  which  I  now  have  the  honour  to  hold. 

Your  Lordship  will  be  sensible  of  the  motives  of  delicacy 
which  must  restrain  me  from  offering  any  opinion  upon  tha 
qualifications  of  any  person  to  whom  hb  Majesty's  ministers 
may  be  disposed  to  confide  this  trust.  You  will,  however, 
anticipate  my  unfeigned  solicitude,  that  any  successor  who 
may  arrive  from  England  to  receive  charge  either  of  this 
government,  or  of  that  of  Fort  St.  George,  should  meet  the 
most  cordial  reception,  and  the  most  sincere,  honourable,  and 
zealous  obedience  and  support.  At  a  proper  season  1  shall 
not  fail  to  impress  this  most  anxious  wish  of  my  heart  upon 
the  minds  of  all  persons  in  India  whose  conduct  can  be  af. 
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fected  by  my  influence  or  example.  Without  reference  to 
the  character  of  any  individual,  I  deem  it  to  be  proper  to 
assure  your  Lordship  that  I  wiU  omit  no  effort  to  strengthen 
the  hands  of  those  to  whom  this  perilous  charge  may  devolve 
after  my  departure,  and  that  I  will  faithfully  deliver  to  my 
successor  whatever  portion  I  can  bequeath  to  him  of  the  ac- 
tivity, vigour,  and  dignity  of  this  government. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  repeating  to  your  Lordship, 
with  the  warmest  cordiality,  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the 
honourable  spirit  of  friendship  and  kindness  which  pervades 
every  part  of  the  letters  to  which  I  now  reply.     In  me  you 
will  And  a  similar  disposition  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  thla 
empire  under  your  Lordship's  control,  and  to  associate  your 
interests  and  honour  with  my  own,  to  the  last  moment  of  my 
continuance  in  India ;  and  I  trust  that  my  departure  vrill  be 
marked  by  every  circumstance  which  can  contribute  to  the 
future  facility  of  your  Lordship's  administration. 
I  am,  my  dear  Lord, 
with  great  truth  and  regard, 
your's  most  faithfully  and  sincerely, 
Wbllbslet. 


Ueut.-Genaral  Stvarl  to  the  Marqueu  fFeUeiteg. 

Cimp  Dear  Nowly,  on  the  b&nlu  of  the  Toombndra, 
Mareh  26th,  1803. 
My  Lord, 

I  experience  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  acquainting  your 
Lordship  with  the  favourable  state  of  affairs  at  present  in 
this  quarter.  The  detachment  which  proceeded  into  the 
Mahratta  territory  pursuant  to  your  Lordship's  instructions 
has  continued  to  advance  with  expedition,  and  to  be  received 
in  the  most  friendly  manner  by  the  chieftuns  and  people  of 
the  Mahratta  state.  The  Killsdar  of  Darwar,  whose  inten- 
dons  were  suspected  in  consequence  of  his  former  connec- 
tions, has  manifested  a  disposition  entirely  favourable  to  our 
views,  and  has  sent  bis  son  with  a  party  of  horse  to  accom- 
pany the  movements  of  the  advancing  detachment  The 
presence  of  the  main  body  of  the  army  upon  the  frontier 
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affords  a  considerable  degree  of  protection  to  the  communi- 
cations of  the  advancing  detachment,  secures  the  tranquillity 
of  the  British  possessions,  and  contributes  to  confirm  the 
sentiments  of  attachment  to  his  Highness  the  Peishwa's 
cause,  professed  by  the  southern  Jageerdars.  The  movement 
of  the  troops  has  hitherto  been  attended  with  the  most  fa- 
vourable circumstances ;  and  I  trust  that  the  final  success  of 
the  present  measures,  which  are  so  eminently  calculated  to 
extend  the  resources  and  strengthen  the  power  of  the  British 
nation  in  the  peninsula,  will  correspond  with  the  wisdom  and 
ability  with  which  those  measures  have  been  planned  and 
directed. 

It  afforded  me  particular  satisfaction  to  find,  on  the  arrival 
of  Major  Malcolm  at  Hurryhur,  Uiat  the  instructions  which 
I  had  furnished  to  the  honourable  Major-General  Wellesley, 
on  proceeding  in  command  of  the  advancing  detachment  en- 
tirely corresponded  with  your  Excellency's  views.  It  is  for- 
tunate that  a  service  of  so  important  and  delicate  a  nature 
has  been  confided  to  an  officer  who  is  so  highly  qualified  by 
his  superior  talents  and  mihtary  knowledge  to  conduct  it  with 
ability  and  success.  Major  Malcolm  has  joined  the  advancing 
detachment,  and  intends  to  accompany  it  to  Meritch ;  his  ac- 
quaintance with  Mahratta  affairs,  and  bis  conciliating  manner, 
will  contribute  to  engage  the  active  co-operation  of  the  Mah- 
ratta chieftains,  and  to  assist  the  measures  of  Major-General 
WeUesley. 

I  have  been  highly  gratified  by  the  expressions  of  confi- 
dence conveyed  in  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  8tb  ultimo, 
and  it  will  afford  me  still  higher  satisfaction  to  learn  that  the 
present  service  has  been  conducted  in  a  manner  so  as  to 
merit  your  Lordship's  approbation. 

Captain  Salmond  arrived  in  camp  yesterday,  and  delivered 
to  me  a  letter  from  your  Excellency.  I  am  happy  in  having 
an  opportunity  of  paying  to  that  officer  the  attention  which 
is  due  to  his  character,  and  the  place  which  he  possesses  in 
your  Lordship's  esteem. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  my  Lord, 
with  the  greatest  respect  and  regard, 
your  Lordship's  most  faithful,  obliged, 
and  devoted  servant, 
J.  Stuart. 
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THe  Mitr^eu  fTeBetltp  t9  hit  ExeeUencg  [JetU.-Generat  Lake,  the 

Commandtr-in-Chi^,  4v. 

(.Prirate.) 

My  dear  Sir,  Barrackpoor.  March  27th,  1803. 

I  have  the  honouT  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  llth  instant  iroro  Cutchoura,  which  reached  me 
on  the  25th.» 

I  wish  you  to  afford  every  encouragement  and  facility  to 
General  Perron  in  his  return  to  Europe  through  our  pro- 
vinces, and  with  this  view,  I  am  ready  to  consent,  (and  I 
authorize  you  to  communicate  with  General  Perron  accord- 
ingly) to  the  following  propositions. 

1st  That  General  Perron  shall  proceed  to  liucknow,  ac- 
companied by  a  body  of  hia  cavalry  not  exceeding  two  hun- 
dred, and  of  his  infantry  not  exceeding  four  hundred  men. 

2nd.  That  previously  to  his  entering  our  territories,  be 
ghall  notify  his  approach  to  the  officer  commanding  the  near- 
est station,  who  will  be  authorised  by  you  to  give  him  a  pass- 
port, without  which  passport  he  shall  not  pass  our  frontier. 
The  passport  must  describe  the  number  and  rank  of  his  suite 
civil  and  military ;  and  copies  of  it  must  be  transmitted  to 
the  officers  of  the  several  stations,  and  to  the  civil  magistrates 
of  the  districts  through  which  he  shall  pass. 

3rd.  A  military  officer  to  be  named  by  you,  and  a  civil  ser- 
vant to  be  named  by  Mr.  Seton  will  accompany  Mr.  Perron 
from  his  entrance  into  our  provinces  to  Lucknow.  You  will 
also  be  pleased  to  name  a  military  officer  to  attend  him  from 
Lucknow  to  Calcutta,  and  I  will  direct  a  gentleman  of  the 
civil  service  to  meet  him  at  Lucknow  for  the  same  purpose. 

4th.  Previously  to  General  Perron's  entrance  into  the  Vi- 
zier's reserved  territory,  he  must  obtain  a  passport  from  the 
Nawaub.     Colonel  Scott  will  receive  directions  to  this  effect. 

5th.  While  General  Perron  shall  remain  at  Lucknow,  he 
must  consider  himself  to  be  subject  to  the  authority,  and 

*  This  letter  referred  to  a  aolicilaiioii  from  General  Perron  (a  Freuch- 
man  in  Sdndiah's  serrice}  to  obtain  permission  to  proceed  to  Calcutta  via 
Oude  whh  a  militarr  CRCort,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  Europe. — 
[Eo.] 
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under  the  inunediate  protection  of  the  British  Resident,  who 
will  be  ordered  to  receive  and  to  treat  him  with  every  mark 
of  respect  and  consideration. 

6th.  As  soon  after  General  Perron's  arrival  at  Lucfeitow  as 
the  British  Resident  shall  think  &t.  General  Perron's  military 
suite  shall  return  to  Coel,  under  proper  passports.  £very 
degree  of  attention  and  civility  shall  be  manifested  towards 
his  troops  upon  their  returning  march.  If  General  Perron 
shall  desire  it,  the  Resident  at  Lticknow  will  furnish  him 
with  a  proper  guard  of  sepoys,  after  the  return  of  his  own 
troops. 

7th.  From  Lucknow  Mr.  Perron  will  [»oceed,  under  a 
proper  passport,  to  Calcutta,  where  I  will  receive  him  in  a 
manner  conformable  to  his  wishes,  and  will  use  every  means 
to  facilitate  his  voyage  to  Europe. 

8th.  I  shall  inform  Scindiah  of  Mr.  Perron's  request,  and 
I  shall  state  that  I  have  complied  with  it  from  motives  of  re- 
spect for  Scindiah.  The  letter  to  Colonel  Collins  authorizing 
him  to  communicate  General  Perron's  application  to  Scindiah, 
shall  be  sent  to  you,  and  shall  be  despatched  by  you,  when 
you  think  fit.  A  duplicate  shall  he  sent  from  Calcutta  as 
soon  as  I  shall  have  learnt  from  you  that  your  copy  has  been 
despatched. 

You  will  observe  that  I  am  strongly  disposed  to  accelerate 
Mr.  Perron's  departure  from  Scindiah's  service ;  conceiving 
it  to  be  an  event  which  promises  much  advantage  to  our 
interests  in  India. 

I  have  not  delayed  my  answer  to  your  letter  beyond  the 
time  necessary  for  consulting  the  records  on  some  points  con- 
nected with  this  subject,  but  I  think  it  would  be  proper  that 
General  Perron's  application  to  you,  with  your  opinion  upon 
it,  should  be  converted  into  an  official  form  in  the  Secret  De- 
partment ;  in  which  I  wilt  also  record  my  answer,  with  the 
regulations   proposed  for   the  conduct  of  General   Perron 
during  his  journey  from  Coel  to  Calcutta. 
Believe  me,  dear  Sir, 
always  with  the  greatest  respect  and  regard, 
your  most  faithful  and  affectionate  servant, 

Welleslby. 
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EMoninatioiu  at  lie  College  t^Fort  ffiHiam,  dated  29(A  ifareh,  1803.* 

On  Tuesday,  the  29th  of  March,  being  the  day  appointed 
by  his  Excellency  the  visitor  for  the  public  disputations  in 
the  oriental  languages,  the  governors,  officers,  professors  and 
students  of  the  College  assembled  at  nine  o'clock  at  the  New 
Government  House. 

At  a  little  before  ten,  his  Excellency  the  visitor,  accompa- 
nied by  the  honourable  the  Chief  Justice,  the  members  of  the 
Supreme  Council,  the  members  of  the  Council  of  the  College, 
and  the  officers  of  his  Excellency's  suite,  entered  the  southern 
Room  on  the  marble  floor,  and  took  his  seat  at  the  west  end 
of  the  Room. 

In  front  of  hb  Ejccellency,  seats  were  placed  for  the  profes- 
sors, and  for  such  students  as  were  to  maintiun  the  disputa- 
tions, or  to  receive  prizes  and  honorary  rewards. 

As  soon  as  bis  Excellency  had  taken  his  seat,  the  disputa- 
tion commenced  in  the  following  order : 

DUputatiotu  in  the  Persian  languttge. 

Position — "  The  natives  of  India  under  the  British  Govern- 
ment, enjoy  a  greater  degree  of  tranquillity,  security,  and 
happiness,  than  under  any  former  government." 

Defended  by  Mr.  R.  Jenkins,  Bombay. — Chief  opponent, 
Mr.  T.  Hamilton,  Madras. — Second  opponent,  Mr.  J.  Wau- 
chope. — Moderator,  Lieutenant  J.  Baillie,  Professor. 

Disputation  in  the  Hindottanee  language. 

Position. — "The  suicide  of  Hindoo  widows  by  burning 
themselves  with  the  bodies  of  their  deceased  husbands,  is  a 
practice  repugnant  to  the  natural  feelings,  and  inconsistent 
with  moral  duty." 

Defended  by  Mr.  W.  Chaplin,  Madras. — Chief  opponent, 

*  I  Ma  induced  to  give  the  detaiJB  of  this  public  collegiate  examinS' 
tioa  in  full  from  the  Calcutta  Gazette,  aa  it  wu  the  first  time  of  the 
GoTenior-General'B  peraon&l  Btteodaoce  at  the  public  exerciaea  in  the 
College  of  Fort  Wlliam.  The  names  of  the  tucceuAil  competiton  irill 
be  fouDd  in  the  Appendix. — [Ed.] 
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Mr.  R.  T.  Goodwin,  Bombay. — Second  opponent,  Mr.  R.  C. 

Ross,  Madras. — Moderator,  John  Gilchrist,  Esq.  Professor. 

Disputation  in  the  Bengalee  language. 

Position. — "The  distribution  of  Hindoos  into  casts,  retards 
their  progress  in  improvement." 

Defended  by  Mr.  J.  Hunter — Chief  opponent,  Mr.  W.  B. 
Martin.* — Second  opponent,  Mr.  W.  Morton.^  Moderator, 
W.  C.  Blaquiere,  Esq. 

Declamations  in  the  Arabic  languages,  were  pronounced 
by  Mr.  R.  Jenfeinaf  and  Mr.  E.  Wood. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  disputations  in  the  Persian,  Hin- 
doostanee,  and  Bengalee  languages,  an  appropriate  speech  in 
the  language  of  the  disputation  was  made  by  the  respective 
Moderators. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  declamations  in  the  Arabic  lan- 
guage. Lieutenant  Bfdilie,  the  professor  of  Arabic,  delivered 
a  speech  in  that  language. 

When  the  disputations  and  the  Arabic  declamations  and 
speeches  were  concluded,  bis  Excellency  signified  to  the 
officers  of  the  College  his  directions,  that  the  prizes  and  ho- 
norary rewards  should  be  distributed  in  his  presence  on  the 
ensuing  day.  His  Excellency  also  notified  his  intention  to 
confer  the  degree  of  honour  established  by  the  statutes  on 
several  students,  whom  he  had  directed  the  Council  of  the 
College  to  present  to  him,  for  that  purpose. 


On  Wednesday  the  SOth  March,  his  Excellency  the  visitor, 
entered  the  Room  about  half- past  eleven  o'clock,  accompanied 
by  the  honourable  the  Chief  Justice,  the  members  of  the 
Supreme  Council,  the  members  of  the  Council  of  the  College, 
and  the  officers  of  his  Excellency's  suite. 

As  soon  as  the  Visitor  had  taken  bis  seat,  the  Vice-Provost 
proceeded  to  present  to  his  Excellency,  those  students  who 
were  entitled  under  statute  8th,  to  receive  degrees  of  honour, 

*  Was  appoiDted  a  proTirional  member  of  the  Supreme  Council  of 
lottia  in  1835,  which  appointment,  however,  (he  being  in  England)  do- 
mettic  circum stances  led  him  to  decline. 

f  Now  B  member  of  the  Court  of  Direclore,  and  for  a  considerable 
time  Reiident  at  Nagpore,  where  he  was  greatly  distinguished  by  his  abi- 
lity, firmness,  and  prudence,  under  circumstances  of  peculiar  difficulty, 
danger,  and  responsibility. 

VOL.  III.  P 


Digitized  by  Google 


66  SP£eCR  OF  THE  TISITOR  OF  THE  MaTCh, 

sad  whose  presentation  bod  been  previontly  directed  by  bis 
Excellency.  The  Vice-Provort  poblicly  read  the  certi6cate 
granted  by  the  Council  of  the  College  to  each  student  res- 
pectively, specifying  the  high  proficiency  which  he  had  made 
in  the  oriental  languages,  and  also  the  regularity  of  his  coo- 
duct  during  his  residence  at  College.  When  tlie  certificate 
had  been  read,  his  Excellency  the  Visitor  presented  to  each 
student  the  honorary  diploma  inscribed  on  vellum  in  tfae  ori- 
ental character ;  purporting  that  the  Committee  of  Public 
Examination  having  declared  that  the  student  had  made  euch 
proficiency  in  certain  of  the  oriental  languages  as  entitled 
him  to  a  degree  of  honour  in  the  same,  his  Excellency 
was  pleased  to  confer  tfae  said  degree,  in  ccmformity  to  the 
statute. 

The  students  now  leaving  college,  on  whom  his  Excellency 
was  pleased  to  confer  a  degree  of  honour  on  this  occasion, 
were — 

Mr.  William  Butterworth  Bayley,*  of  Bengal ;  Mr.  Richard 
Jenkins,  of  Bombay ;  Mr.  William  Byam  Martin,  of  Bengal ; 
Mr.  Terrick  Hamilton,  of  Fort  St.  George ;  Mr.  Williwu 
Chaplin,  of  Fort  St.  George  ;  Mr.  Edward  Wood,  of  Fort  SU 
George ;  and  Mr.  Richard  Thomas  Goodvrin.f  of  Bombay. 

At  the  same  time  a  degree  of  honoiu  was  conferred  on  the 
following  students  of  last  year : 

Mr.  Jonathan  Henry  Lovett,  of  Bombay ;  and  Mr.  Chaiies 
Lloyd,  of  Bengal. 

After  the  degrees  of  honour  had  been  conferred,  the 
prizes,  medals,  and  honorary  rewards  adjudged  at  the  late 
public  examination  were  distributed  by  the  provost,  is  pre- 
sence of  the  visitor,  to  the  following  students : 

Messre.  Jenkina,  Martio,  Chaplk,  HamiitOD,  Wood,  Goodwio,  BuDter, 
Wauchope,  Rom,  Morton,  Roincr,  Govvan,  Newnkaoi,  Sprott,  Bourchier, 
Sparmw,  Elliott,  Cole.  Futlcr,  Walker,  Plowdeo,  and  TurabulL 

The  particular  prizes  adjudged  to  each  will  be  found  in  the 
annexed  reports. 

After  the  prizes  and  honorary  rewards  bad  been  distributed, 

'  Appointed  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Council  in  1335.  Succeeded 
to  the  office  of  Governor-General  in  1827,  between  the  departure  of  Lord 
Amherst  and  the  arrival  of  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  and  noiv  a  niember  of  the 
Court  of  DirecCon. 

t  Appointed  member  of  Council  at  Bumbay,  1S23. 
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his  Excellency  the  Visitor  waa  pleased  to  deliver  the  follow- 
ing speeefa. 

Gentlemen  of  th*  College  of  Fort  William, 

From  the  fomid&tioii  ot  diis  college  to  the  present  time,  the 
state  of  poIHical  afltdrs  has  not  peraaitted  me  to  discharge  the 
grateful  dnty  of  presiding  at  your  public  exertnses.  My  at- 
tention, however,  has  not  been  withdrawn  from  the  progress, 
bitereste,  and  conduct  of  this  institution.  The  principles  on 
which  this  imtilQtion  ts  founded,  the  spirit  which  it  is  de- 
signed to  diffiise,  and  the  purposes  which  it  is  calculated  to 
accompGsh,  must  enhance  the  importance  of  its  success,  in 
proportion  to  the  exigency  of  every  public  crisis,  and  to  the 
progressive  magnitude,  power,  and  glory  of  this  empire. 

In  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  successive  wars,  in  the 
most  critical  juncture  of  arduous  negotiations,  in  the  settle- 
ment of  conquered  and  ceded  provinces,  in  the  time  of  return- 
ing peace,  attended  by  the  extension  of  our  trade,  by  the 
augmentation  of  oar  revenue,  and  by  the  restoration  of  public 
credit,  I  have  contemplated  this  institution  with  conscious 
satisfaction,  and  with  confident  hope.  Observing  your  aus- 
frictous  progress  under  the  salutary  operation  of  the  statutes 
and  rules  of  the  college,  I  have  anticipated  the  stability  of  a1) 
onr  acquisitions,  and  the  security  and  improvement  of  every 
advantage  which  we  possess. 

From  this  source  the  service  may  now  derive  an  abundant 
and  regular  supjJyof  public  officers,  duly  qualified  to  become 
the  snecessfid  instruments  of  adnirriatering  this  government 
in  fdt  its  extensive  and  complicated  branches ;  of  promoting 
Ha  energy  in  war;  of  cuMvating  and  enlarging  its  resources 
in  peace ;  of  maintaining  in  honour  and  respect  its  external 
relations  with  the  native  powers ;  and  of  establishing  (under 
a  just  and  benignant  system  of  internal  administration)  the 
prosperity  of  our  finances  and  commerce,  on  the  solid  foun- 
dations of  the  affluence,  happiness,  and  confidence  of  a  con- 
tented and  grateful  people.* 

These  were  the  original  purposes  of  this  fijundation,  which 
Was  destined  to  aid  and  animate  the  efforts  of  diligence  and 
natural  genius,  contending  with  the  defects  of  existing  esta- 

*  The  truth  of  this  prediction  has  been  signally  manifested  by  the  emi- 
nent services  and  brilliant  career  of  intny  of  those  gentlemen  who  enjoyed 
the  advantages  an<f  derived  the  full  benefit  of  this  admirable  Institntion,— 
[E..] 
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blishmentg ;  to  remore  every  obstacle  to  the  progress  of  the 
public  servants  in  attaining  the  qualifications  requisite  for 
their  respective  stations;  to  enlarge  and  to  facilitate  the 
means  of  acquiring  useful  knowledge;  and  to  secure  by  syste- 
matic education,  fixed  regulation,  and  efficient  discipline,  that 
attention  to  a  due  course  of  study,  which  had  hitherto  de- 
pended on  individual  disposition,  or  accidental  advantage. 

The  necessity  of  providing  such  a  system  of  education  was 
not  diminished  by  the  numerous  instances  existing  in  the  Com- 
pany's service  of  eminent  oriental  learning,  and  of  high  quali- 
fication for  public  duty.  A  wise  and  provident  government 
will  not  rest  the  public  security  for  the  due  administration  of 
affairs,  on  the  merits  of  any  number  or  description  of  its  pub- 
lic officers  at  any  period  of  time.  It  is  the  duty  of  Govern- 
ment to  endeavour  to  perpetuate  the  prosperity  of  the  state 
by  an  uniform  system  of  public  institution ;  and  by  permanent 
and  established  law  to  transmit  to  fiiture  times  whatever  bene- 
fits can  be  derived  from  present  examples  of  wisdom,  virtue, 
and  learning.  The  sapposttion  of  an  universal  deficiency  in 
that  knowledge  which  this  college  is  calculated  to  extend,  has 
never  constituted  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  institution. 
Far  from  resting  on  such  foundations,  this  institution  could 
not  have  endured  for  an  hour ;  it  could  not  have  commenced ; 
without  the  active  aid  of  learning,  talents,  and  virtues,  fiir- 
nished  from  the  bosom  of  this  service. 

The  origin  of  this  college,  its  present  prosperity,  and  its 
beneficial  effects,  are  to  be  ascribed  in  a  great  degree  to  the 
assistance  which  I  have  derived  from  those  respectable  charac- 
ters in  the  higher  branches,  and  in  various  departments  of  the 
serrice,  who,  by  contributing  their  zealous  exertions  to  pro- 
mote the  success  of  the  institution,  have  endeavoured  to  ex- 
tend the  benefit  of  their  useful  acquisitions  and  of  their  salu- 
tary example,  and  to  continue  in  the  public  service  a  succes- 
sion of  merit  similar  to  that  which  has  distinguished  their 
conduct  in  their  respective  stations. 

With  these  sentiments,  during  my  absence  from  the  presi- 
dency, it  was  highly  satisfactory  to  me  that  my  authority  in 
this  college  should  have  been  represented  by  a  gentleman 
who  is  peculiarly  quaUfied  to  appreciate  the  advantages  of  the 
institution,  and  to  accelerate  its  success  ;  and  whose  eminent 
character,  and  honourable  progress  in  the  service,  furnish  at 
once  the  most  perfect  example  which  can  be  proposed  for 


Digitized  by  Google 


1803.  COLLEGE  OF  FORT  WILLIAM.  69 

your  imitation,  and  the  most  powerful  incitement  which  can 
be  offered  to  your  ambition. 

The  report  which  I  received  from  Mr.  Barlow,*  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  institution  during  the  first  year  of  its  operation, 
satbfied  me  that  many  of  the  students  had  been  considerably 
distinguished,  not  only  by  proficiency  in  the  oriental  languages 
and  literature,  but  by  a  laudable  observance  of  the  statutes 
and  rules  of  the  college ;  that  the  officers,  professors,  and 
teachers,  had  manifested  an  uniform  zeal  and  attention  in  the 
discharge  of  their  respective  duties ;  that  the  public  exami- 
nations had  been  conducted  with  great  knowledge  and  ability, 
and  had  proved  highly  creditable  to  the  general  character  of 
the  students ;  while  tiie  disputations  in  the  Persian,  Benga- 
lee, and  Hindoostanee  languages,  had  afforded  an  extraordi- 
nary example  of  the  progress  of  the  students,  who  had  main- 
tained public  arguments  in  those  languages  on  the  6th  of  Feb. 
180S. 

The  result  of  the  examination  bolden  in  January  last,  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  fourth  term  of  the  year  180S,  and  the 
public  disputations  which  have  been  maintuned  in  my  pre- 
sence, have  afforded  me  the  cordial  satisfaction  of  witnessing 
the  progressive  improvement  of  the  students  in  every  branch 
of  oriental  language  and  literature  in  which  lectures  have  been 
opened.  I  am  happy  to  observe,  that  in  the  Persian,  Hin- 
doostanee, and  Arabic  classes,  the  comparative  proficiency  at 
the  last  examination  exceeds  that  which  appeared  on  the  6th 
of  February,  180S.  In  the  Bengalee  language  a  considerable 
proficiency  has  been  manifested.  In  the  course  of  the  last 
year  a  commencement  has  been  made  in  the  study  of  the 
Tamnl  and  Shanscrit  languages,  and  the  great  improvement 
of  the  students  in  the  Arabic  language,  has  been  rendered 
particularly  conspicuous  by  the  declamations  in  that  language 
holden  for  the  first  time  on  this  occasion. 

The  degrees  of  honor  which  I  have  conferred  this  day  on 
Messrs.  William  Butterworth  Bayley,  Richard  Jenkins,  Wil- 
liam Byam  Martin,  Terrick  Hamilton,  William  Chaplin,  Ed- 
ward Wood,  Kichard  Thomas  Goodwin,  Jonathan  Henry 
Lovett,  and  Charles  Lloyd,  sufficientiy  indicate  that  the  pro- 
fiaency  which  has  been  made  in  oriental  literature,  has  been 
intimately  connected  with  other  liberal  attainments,  and  has 

■  Now  Sir  George  Hiluro  Barlow,  Bart.,  O.  C.  B.,  havini;  heea  Go- 
Temor-Oeneral,  ud  »1go  Govenior  of  Madras. 
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been  united  to  a,  correct  observance  of  the  statutes  and  rules 
of  the  college. 

CoDfiiderable  £otce  and  animation  have  been  derived  to  the 
principles  of  the  institution,  fnnn  the  honourable  emulatioa 
which  has  existed  between  the  students  of  the  difiereot  esta- 
blishmeitta  assembled  at  Fort  William. 

I  have  experienced  sincere  pleaeuie  in  witnessing  the  ex- 
amples of  merit  which  have  appeared  among  the  students 
from  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  as  well  as  among  those  of 
this  establishment.  Not  only  Uie  students  of  this  establish- 
ment, but  those  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  have  fur- 
nished numerous  instances  of  extensive  knowledge  and  useful 
talents,  of  the  most  laudable  industry,  and  of  the  purest  prin- 
eiples  of  integrity  and  honour,  acquired,  formed,  or  confirmed 
under  this  institution.  I  entertain  a  confident  hope,  that  their 
iuture  course  in  the  public  service  will  justify  my  present 
approbation,  and  will  confirm  the  happy  promises  of  their 
education.  The  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  now  departing  for 
Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay  merits  my  most  cordial  com- 
mendation. They  will  communicate  to  th«r  respective  presi- 
dencies the  fiill  benefit  of  those  useful  and  honourable  quali- 
fications which  must  for  ever  render  their  names  respectable 
in  this  settlement,  and  must  inspire  this  service  with  a  peculiar 
interest  in  their  fiiture  progress  and  success. 

It  has  been  a  principal  object  of  my  attention  to  consolidate 
the  interests  and  resources  of  the  three  presidencies ;  to  pro- 
mote in  each  of  them  a  common  spirit  of  attachment  to  their 
mutual  prosperity  and  honour  ■,  to  assimilate  their  principles, 
views,  and  systems  of  government ;  and  to  unite  the  co-ope- 
ration of  their  respective  powers  in  the  common  cause,  by 
such  means  as  might  facilitate  the  administration  of  this  ex- 
tensive empire  in  (be  hands  of  the  Supreme  Government. 
May  those  gentlemen  now  departing  for  the  subordinate  pre- 
sid^icies,  accompanied  by  the  applause  and  affections  of  this 
society,  remember  with  reverence  and  attachment  the  source 
whence  they  have  derived  the  first  principles  of  instruction  in 
the  duties  of  that  service,  which  they  are  qualified  to  adorn ! 

My  most  sincere  acknowledgments  are  offered  to  the  learned 
gentlemen,  who  have  aasisted  at  the  examuiations,  and  who 
have  discharged  the  duty  of  professors  and  teachers  in  the 
several  departments. 

Tlieir  knowledge,  talents,  and  skill,  can  be  equalled  only  by 
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the  indefatigable  seal,  industry,  and  happyeuccees  with  which 
they  have  promoted  the  objects  of  this  inatitution.  The 
assiduity  and  learning  of  these  gentlemen  have  produced 
many  able  and  useful  works  in  oriental  languages  and  litera- 
ture which  have  been  publLehed  since  the  conunencement  of 
the  institution,  and  which  have  accelerated  its  beneficial 
effects.  Continuations  of  these  works  are  now  in  a  state  of 
considerable  progress ;  and  many  additional  works  of  a  similar 
description  are  actually  prepared  for  publication.  The  pro- 
fessors and  teachers  of  the  Persian,  Arabic,  Hindostanee, 
Bengalee,  Shanscrit,  and  Tamul  languages,  are  now  diligently 
employed  in  composing  grammars  and  dictionaries,  and  in 
preparing  translations  and  compilations  for  the  use  of  the 
atudents  in  their  respective  departments.  The  operation  of 
these  useful  labours,  will  not  he  confined  to  the  limits  of  this 
Institution,  or  of  this  «npire.  Such  works  tend  to  promote 
the  general  diffusion  of  oriental  literature  and  knowledge  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  by  facilitating  the  means  of  access 
to  the  elementary  study  of  the  principle  languages  of  the  East. 
The  exertions  of  the  professors  have  received  considerable 
aid  from  the  numerous  body  of  learned  naUves  attached  to 
the  Institution ;  and  the  labours  of  those  learned  persons  have 
also  contributed  to  encrease  the  general  stock  of  oriental 
knowledge. 

Reviewing  all  these  circumstances,  and  considering  the  in- 
dustry and  ability  manifested  by  the  professors  and  teachers; 
the  successful  advancement  which  has  already  been  effected 
in  the  general  extension  of  the  most  useful  practical  and 
necessary  branches  of  oriental  learning  ;  the  progressive 
improvement  manifested  by  the  students  in  every  class  of  their 
prescribed  studies;  the  firequent  instances  attested  by  the 
public  certificates,  of  laudable  and  exemplary  attention  to  the 
discipline,  statutes,  and  rules  of  the  College;  and  the  supply 
of  highly  qualified  public  ofiBcers,  which  the  service  has  ac- 
tually received  from  this  Institution,  added  to  the  number  of 
those,  who  proceed  on  this  day  to  apply  the  attainments 
acquired  in  this  College  to  the  benefit  of  the  Company  and 
of  the  nation ;  it  is  my  duty  to  declare  in  the  most  public  and 
solemn  manner,  that  this  Institution  has  answered  my  most 
sanguine  hopes  and  expectations ;  that  its  beneficial  operation 
has  justified  the  principles  of  its  original  foundation ;  and  that 
the  administration  and  discipline   of  the  College  have  been 
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conducted  with  honour  and  credit  to  the  character  and  spirit 
of  the  Institution,  and  with  great  advantage  to  the  public 
serrice.* 


No.  XIX. 

7%e  Riffht  Hon.  Lord  Hobart  to  Marqueu  fFelUtleg. 

(Most  Secret.) 

DowDiDf^  Street,  Oct.  17,  1802. 
My  Lord,  [Received  March  30,  1803.} 

Circumstances  having  occurred  which  render  it  advieable 
to  delay  the  restitution  of  the  several  posseBsions  in  the  East 
Indies,  which  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens  were  to  be  restored  to  the  Government  of  France, 
and  Holland,  I  am  to  signify  to  your  Lordship,  his  Majesty's 
commands,  that  such  of  them  as  may  be  occupied  by  his 
forces  at  the  time  of  your  receiving  this  letter,  should  not  be 
evacuated  until  further  orders :  and  that  you  do  assign  such 
reasons  for  the  delay  as  may  be  least  calculated  to  excite  jea- 
lousy, or  to  create  an  apprehension  of  its  arising  from  an 
hostile  motive. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient, 
and  humble  Servant, 

Hob  ART. 


No.  XX. 

lite  Marqueu  Wettetley  to  the  Secret  Comtnillee  of  Director*. 
Honourable  Sirs,  FortWillUu,  April  19,  1803. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  180S,f  I  bad  the  honour  to 
submit  to  your  honourable  Committee,  my  sentiments  res- 
pecting the  situation  of  a£&irs  in  the  Mahratta  empire,  and 
the  course  of  policy  by  which  I  expected  to  accomplish  the 
objects  of  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  his  Highness  the 
Peishwa,  without  the  hazard  of  involving  the  British  Crovem- 
ment  in  a  war  with  the  Mahratta  power;  and  your  honourable 

*  Sec  Appendix  for  liat  of  studeuts,  prizes,  &c.  f  See  p.  49. 
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Committee  has  been  apprized  by  a  despatch  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bombay,  transmitted  in  confonnity  to  my  directions, 
of  the  occurrences  in  the  Mahratta  state  to  the  19th  of 
January  last. 

Colonel  Close  Irill  receive  my  directions  to  transmit  to 
your  honourable  Committee,  a  narratire  of  the  events  vhich 
have  occurred  since  the  date  of  my  last  advices  from  the 
Peninsula,  and  he  will  relate  to  you  the  actual  state  of  afbirs 
at  the  time  when  this  despatch  shdl  reach  Poonah  and 
Bombay. 

No  event  of  importance  has  occurred  at  Bassein  since 
the  date  of  the  latest  communications  to  your  honourable 
Committee  from  that  quarter.  The  Peishwa  has  uniformly 
continued  to  manifest  unequivocal  proofs  of  his  disposition  to 
adhere  to  the  faith  of  the  engagements  which  he  has  con- 
tracted with  the  British  Government.  His  Highness  has 
demonstrated  the  most  imphcit  confidence  in  the  protection 
of  the  British  power,  and  has  not  appeared  to  entertain  any 
disposition  to  accept  the  invitation  of  Scindiah  to  proceed  to 
that  chieftain's  camp.  On  the  ISth  of  March,  his  Highness 
received  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  ratified  by  the  Governor- 
General  in  council,  with  demonstrations  of  the  highest  satis- 
faction. 

Your  honourable  Committee  has  been  informed,  that  Dow- 
lut  Rao  Scindiah  had  arrived  at  Indore  with  a  considerable 
body  of  his  forces ;  having  prosecuted  his  march  from  that 
station,  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  crossed  the  Nerbuddah,  on  the 
4th  of  February,  and  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Burhaunpoor, 
on  the  23d  of  that  month. 

Colonel  Colhns  arrived  at  the  camp  of  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah,  on  the  S7th  of  February.  The  advices  which  I 
received  from  that  officer,  and  from  other  quBiters,  induced 
me  to  entertain  suspicions,  that  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  (not- 
withstanding his  original  application  for  the  aid  of  the  British 
Government  in  restoring  order  to  the  Mahratta  empire) 
meditated  an  accommodation  with  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar,  and 
a  confederacy  with  that  Chieftain,  and  vrith  the  Rajah  of 
Berar,  for  the  purpose  of  frustrating  the  success  of  the  ar- 
rangements concluded  between  the  British  Government,  and 
the  Peishwa,  without  however  intending  to  proceed  to  the 
desperate  extremity  of  provoking  a  contest  with  the  British 
arms.   This  suspicion  was  corroborated  by  the  artifices  prac- 
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tiaed  at  the  camp  of  Sdndiafa  upoo  the  amval  of  Colonel 
.  Collins,  with  a  view  of  eluding  tbe  coaununieadxHi  of  the  pro- 
positions, with  whidi  Colond  Collins  iras  chai^d  under  my 
authority,  and  the  appearance  of  Scindiah's  intentions  became 
.stiU  more  uosatiB&ctory  from  the  erasive  and  indirect,  or 
vezstioiu  replies  which  Colonel  ColUtu  received  to  my  pro- 
positaoos,  after  he  had  at  length  obtuned  access  to  Dowtut 
Rao  Scindiah. 

Your  hoaourable  Coounittee  will  not  ful  to  contrast  these 
systematic  delays  and  evasions,  with  the  solicitude  previously 
expressed  by  Scindiab  for  the  early  arrival  of  Colond  Collins, 
and  for  a  fuU  communication  of  my  views  and  intentions  in 
the  present  ^sJB.  This  perverse  course  of  policy,  habitual 
to  all  the  states  of  India  is  tiie  favourite  practice  of  the  Mab- 
ratta  powers.  The  most  eflectual  mode  of  frustratiog  the 
(^ects  of  such  a  system  of  artifice  and  deceit,  is  to  pursue  a 
direct  and  steady  course  with  firmness  and  temper,  avoidii^ 
every  deviation  which  can  tend  to  divert  the  counsels  or  arms 
of  the  British  Government,  from  their  destined  purposes 
either  of  peace  or  war.  This  principle  eonatitutes  the  spirit 
and  tenor  of  all  my  instructions  to  tbe  British  Residents  at 
the  courts  of  the  several  n^ve  powers ;  experience  hat  proved 
that  a  direct  and  steady  course  of  policy  is  not  less  advanta- 
geous to  our  interests,  than  it  is  manifestly  consistent  with 
our  dignity  and  honour.  Widb  the  greatest  satisfaction,  I 
request  tbe  attention  of  your  honourable  Committee  to  a 
recent  ingtanoe  of  the  distinguished  success  of  this  system  of 
proceeding  at  tbe  Court  of  Scindiah. 

Colonel  Collins  having  endeavoured,  without  success,  to 
obtain  from  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah's  ministers  explicit  replies 
to  the  propositions  which  he  had  offered  to  that  Chieftain's 
acceptance  in  my  name,  at  length  demanded  a  private  au- 
dience of  Scindiah. 

By  the  judgment,  firmness,  and  ability,  which  Coloael 
Collins  exerted  on  that  occasion,  an  explicit  declaration  was 
obtained  from  Scindiah  himself,  disclosing  in  ^e  most  distinct 
and  direct  terms  the  views  of  that  Chieftun. 

Scindiah  plainly  declared  to  Colonel  Collins,  that,  until  the 
communications  of  the  agent  despatched  to  bis  Court,  by  his 
Highness  the  Peisbwa,  (for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  engagements  concluded  between  bis 
Highness,  and  the  British  Government)  should  be  received, 
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Scmdish  conld  not  return  a' decided  answM  to  the  proposi- 
doos  whicli  bad  been  stated  to  him  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Govermaent,  wiUi  regard  to  liis  accession  to  the  treaty  of 
Bassein  as  a  contratcting  party.  Scindiah  accompanied  this 
declaration  with  a  positive  assuranee,  that  be  had  no  intention 
whatever  to  ohstruct  the  completion  of  the  arrai^ments 
concluded  between  the  Peishwa  and  the  British  Goremment, 
and  that  it  was  his  wish  to  improve  the  tiiendslup  at  present 
subsisting  between  the  Peishwa,  the  firidsh  Governnejot,  and 
his  own  State. 

Of  the  nnoertty  of  Scinduh's  declaration,  I  eotertaio  no 
doubt,  because  the  course  of  policy  which  he  has  sigmfied 
bis  itttentiiMi  of  pursuing  is  manifesUy  the  most  consistent 
with  hie  interests. 

The  security  of  Scindiah's  dominions,  aikl  of  his  state 
among  the  powers  of  India,  canaot  be  plaoed  on  a  permtutent 
basb,  unless  it  shall  be  connected  with  the  restoration  of 
order  in  the  Mahrstta  empire,  under  the  sanetaon  and  de£ence 
of  the  British  Govemment.  The  interposition  of  our  influ- 
ence and  protection  has  already  rescued  Seindiab  from  des- 
truction, has  prevented  the  accumulation  of  the  whole  force 
of  the  Mahratta  empire  in  the  hands  of  a  desperate  and  needy 
adventurer,  and  has  preserved  the  balance  of  power  between 
the  respective  feudal  States,  by  maintaining  the  paramount 
authority  of  the  Peishwa.  The  extreme  hazard  to  wbidt 
Scindiah's  power  has  been  recently  exposed  by  the  success 
of  the  insurgents  at  Poonah,  may  have  opened  a  more  dis- 
tinct view  <A  his  real  interests,  which  are  entirely  consistent 
with  those  of  the  British  Govemment  in  the  present  crisis. 
Scindiah  however,  may  have  bem  desirous  of  recovering  the 
exorbitant  ascendancy  which  he  had  acquired  at  Poonah,  and 
may  apprehend  a  permanent  diminution  of  his  influence  in 
the  Peishwa's  counsels,  under  the  operation  of  the  treaty  of 
Bassein.  But  the  influence  of  Scindiah  at  Poonah  had  actu- 
ally been  subverted,  by  the  suecess  of  the  insurgents  pre- 
viously to  the  interposition  of  the  British  mediation,  and  the 
existence  of  Scindiah's  Government  had  been  greatly  endan- 
gered by  the  same  event  In  this  situation  therefore,  the 
regret  with  which  he  may  view  the  probable  diminution  of  bis 
influence  at  Poonah,  may  be  sufficiently  counterbalanced  by 
his  confidence  in  the  security  of  his  dominions,  under  the 
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protection  of  the  British  GoTernment.  On  the  other  hand, 
&om  the  moment  that  the  intentions  of  the  British  Govern- 
meat  had  been  avowed,  it  became  the  interest  of  Scindiah  to 
avoid  every  measure  tending  to  expose  him  to  the  jealousy  of 
a  power,  which  commands  the  frontier  of  the  most  valuable 
portion  of  his  dominions. 

The  sincerity  of  Scindiah's  declaration  is  further  confirmed 
by  his  continuance  at  Burhaunpoor,  in  a  state  of  inaction 
until  the  season,  together  with  the  progress  of  our  forces  had 
advanced  so  far,  that  no  exertion  on  his  part  could  have  ena- 
bled him  to  occupy  Poonah,  previously  to  the  arrival  of  the 
British  troops  at  that  capital. 

This  view  of  the  subject  is  not  inconsistent  with  Scindiah's 
desire  to  delay  his  accession  to  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  and  to 
the  propositions  immediately  affecting  his  separate  interests, 
until  he  shall  have  received  a  direct  conununication  from 
the  Peishwa.  Scindiah  may  wisely  and  justly  withhold  his 
assent  to  any  new  system  of  engagement,  until  he  shall  have 
ascertuned  the  real  sentiments  of  the  Peishwa  on  the  subject 
of  the  tate  treaty,  together  with  the  precise  extent  of  the 
stipulations  which  that  instrument  contains. 

Nor  is  the  sincerity  of  Scindiah's  declaration  incompatible 
with  the  project  of  a  confederacy  between  Scindiah,  Holkar, 
and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  for  purposes  of  a  defensive  nature, 
which  I  consider  to  be  the  extreme  object  of  Scindiah,  in 
negotiating  such  a  confederacy,  without  any  views  whatever 
of  hostility  towards  the  British  power. 

Jeswunt  Bao  Holkar  has  continued  to  manifest  an  anxious 
desire  for  the  accommodation  of  his  differences  with  the 
Peishwa  and  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  by  repeated  appli- 
cations to  Lieut.-Colonel  Cloae  for  the  arbitration  of  the  Bri- 
tish Government,  and  by  the  despatch  of  an  agent  of  rank 
to  Hyderabad,  charged  with  a  statement  of  the  demands  of 
Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  and  of  Amrut  Rao,  and  vested  with 
authority  to  negotiate,  through  the  combined  mediation  of 
bis  Highness  the  Nizam  and  of  the  British  Government,  the 
adjustment  of  his  demands  on  the  Peishwa  and  on  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah.  The  demands  of  Holkar,  however,  have  not 
been  materially  abated. 

Colonel  Close  has  endeavoured  to  persuade  his  Highness 
the  Peishwa  to  offer  to  Holkar  such  concessions  as  might 
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induce  Holkar  to  compromiBe  the  subsisting  differences,  and 
to  admit  his  Highness's  peaceable  return  to  his  capital.  His 
HighnesB,  however,  manifested  an  insuperable  aversion  to 
offer  any  concessions  to  HoUtar,  whom  he  considered  to  be  a 
rebel  against  the  legitimate  authority  of  the  sovereign  power 
of  the  Mahratta  empire. 

Colonel  Close,  therefore,  deemed  it  advisable  to  address  a 
letter  to  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar,  communicating  to  that  chief- 
tain my  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  his  demands,  assuring 
him  that  the  influence  of  the  British  Government  would  be 
exerted  for  the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  his  claims  on  Dow- 
lut  Rao  Scindiah,  and  that  the  British  Government  would 
guarantee  any  adjustment  which  Holkar  might  be  able  to 
effect  of  his  demands  on  the  Peishwa,  and  expressing  an 
expectation  that  Holkar  would  refrain  from  any  opposition 
to  the  establishment  of  a  British  force  within  the  Peishwa's 
dominions. 

A  negotiation  appears  to  have  been  opened  directly  be- 
tween Holkar  and  Scindiah  for  the  accommodation  of  their 
differences,  but  no  certain  accounts  have  hitherto  been  re- 
ceived of  ita  conclusion  or  progress. 

Holkar  has  continued  to  exercise  the  utmost  degree  of 
violence  and  outrage  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Poonah,  f<»  the 
purpose  of  extorting  money  for  the  relief  of  his  exigencies. 
This  proceeding  appears  to  have  excited  imiversal  disgust, 
and  to  have  confirmed  the  resolution  of  the  majority  of  the 
Jageerdars  and  inhabitants  of  the  Peishwa's  dominions  to 
support  his  Highness's  cause. 

Considerable  bodies  of  Holkar's  army  have  moved  in  dif- 
ferent directions  without  any  other  apparent  objects  than 
those  of  observing  the  movement  of  the  troops  assembled  on 
the  several  frontiers  of  the  Peishwa's  dominions,  and  of  faci- 
litating the  subsistence  of  the  soldiers  and  followers  of  Hol- 
kar's camps. 

By  the  latest  advices  it  appears  that  Holkar  has  actually 
evacuated  Poonah,  and  has  marched  with  the  main  body  of 
his  army  in  a  northerly  direction  towards  Burhaunpoor.  The 
probable  object  of  that  movement  is,  either  to  accelerate  the 
issue  of  his  negotiations  with  Scindiah,  or  to  facilitate  the 
means  of  acting  offensively  against  Scindiah,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  avoid  the  hazard  of  hostilities  with  the  united  arms 
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of  fbe  British  OoTemment,  tbe  NiMm,  anct  tbe  PeialiwB,  ukI 
to  muntain  a  position  fevonrsble  to  sn  amiuble  negotiation 
vritb  the  allied  powers. 

This  movement  adiuts  the  niuntemipted  march  of  the 
combined  forces  of  the  allies  to  Poonab.  Holkar  must, 
therefore,  have  abandoned  his  hopes  of  effecting  a  rerohition 
ki  tbe  government  of  Poonab,  and  of  seising  a  share  in  the 
administration.  Tbe  force  of  Holkar  k  stated  to  amount  to 
40,000  cavalry  and  30,000  infimtry,  with  180  guns. 

Tbe  intelligence  which  I  have  received  from  tbe  Court  of 
the  B^ah  of  Berar,  indicates  that  chieftain's  dissatis&ction 
at  the  ciMiehision  of  defensive  engagements  between  die  Bri- 
tish Government  and  his  Highness  the  Peishwa. 

Whatever  may  be  tbe  aversion  of  the  Rajah  ol  Berar  to 
the  interposition  of  the  British  Government  in  the  ajbire  of 
die  Mahratta  empire,  any  atten^  en  tbe  pnt  of  Aat  chief- 
tain to  obstruct  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  wotrid 
be  inconsistent  with  (be  systemsrtic  cantion  of  his  character 
and  imprudent  in  the  aetnal  state  of  bis  miliCary  power,  and 
in  tbe  exposed  situation  of  his  territories.  His  just  i^hts 
cannot  be  endangered,  and  may  receive  additional  security 
by  the  restoration  of  a  regular  authority  at  Poonab,  under 
the  protection  of  the  Company. 

In  confomnty  to  the  plan  of  operations  which  I  determined 
to  adopt  for  tbe  restoration  of  his  Higboess  tbe  Peishwa  to 
the  muunid  of  Poonab,  tbe  whtJe  of  tbe  subsdiary  force 
stationed  with  his  Ifigfaneas  the  Nizam  marched  from  Hyder- 
abad towards  the  western  frontier  of  bis  Hi^^ess's  domi- 
nicHia  at  tbe  close  of  the  month  of  February.  The  troops  of 
his  Highness  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with 
the  subsidiary  force,  consist  of  nearly  6,000  infimtry  and  9,000 
cavalry.  Tbe  subsidiary  force  under  the  conunand  of  Lieut.- 
Cohmel  Stevenson  consists  of  six  battahons  of  native  infantry 
or  6,000  men,  two  regiments  of  native  cavalry,  and  sixteen 
field  pieces. 

These  combined  finces  reached  Faraindah,  a  station  on 
the  western  frontier  of  the  Nizam's  dominions,  situated  at  tbe 
distance  of  1 IG  miles  from  Poonab,  on  the  S5tb  of  March. 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  stating  to  your  honouraUe 
Committee  that  the  conduct  of  his  Highness  the  Nizam, 
during  the  whole  course  of  tbe  late  transactions  in  the  Mab- 
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ratta  state,  has  been  uniformly  eonrastent  with  the  obligations 
of  his  alHance  with  the  British  Goremment,  and  that  bis 
Highness  has  manifested  a  sincere  desbe  to  eo-operate  with 
the  British  Government  in  the  measures  adopted  for  the  re- 
storation of  wder  in  the  Mabratta  state.  His  Highness  has 
rejected  every  overture  of  the  niHng  authority  at  Pocmab, 
and  of  the  RajtuK  of  Berar,  f[»  the  adjustment  of  the  a€airs 
of  the  Mahratta  empire  throagb  way  other  chamtel  than  that 
of  the  British  Government. 

By  my  instructions  of  the  Snd  of  Febi-nary,*  Lord  Clive 
(aided  by  the  judgment  of  Lient-Gmeral  Stuart,  and  regu- 
lated by  contingent  events)  was  empowered  to  determine  the 
actual  period  of  time  at  which  it  might  be  proper  for  the 
British  troops  to  advance  into  the  Mahratta  territory,  and 
the  amount  of  the  force  to  be  detached  from  lite  main  body 
of  the  army  for  that  purpose. 

Adverting  to  the  expediency  of  securing  the  early  arrival 
of  the  British  troops  at  Poonah,  and  of  confirming  the  fa- 
vourable disposition  which  had  been  manifested  by  the 
Jageerdars  in  the  southern  territories  of  bis  Highness  the 
Feishwa,  as  well  as  to  the  actual  march  of  the  subsidiary 
force  towards  the  Niaam's  western  frontier,  and  to  the  neces- 
sity of  terminating  the  depending  negotiations  at  the  earhest 
practicable  period  of  time,  Lord  Cfive  was  of  opinion  that 
the  lime  was  actually  arrived  at  which  it  was  necessary  for 
the  British  troops  to  enter  the  Mabratta  territory,  and  bis 
Lordship  accorcBf^ly,  o»  the  J7tb  Febrnary,  instructed  his 
Excellency  Lieut.-General  Stuart  (then  present  with  the 
arai^  on  the  ft«»tier  of  Mysore)  to  adopt  the  Necessary  mea- 
sures for  that  purpose. 

In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  Lieut.-General  Stsart 
froM  tiie  pre^eaey  of  Fort  St.  George,  L<»d  Clive  deemed 
it  to  be  necessary  that  die  extent  of  the  force  to  be  detached 
horn  the  main  body  of  the  army  shotitd  be  determined  ex- 
clusively by  the  judgment  <^  LteHt.-Generat  Stuart,  and  his' 
Lordship  accordingly  referred  that  point  to  Lieut-General 
Stuart's  discretion,  under  an  additional  reference  to  the  ge- 
neral spirit  of  Diy  kistructions  of  the  2hd  of  February. 

The  extensive  local  knowledge  and  ii^uence  possessed  by 

•  See  p.  41. 
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the  honourable  Major-General  Wellesley,  the  personal  inter- 
course established  between  Major-Oeneral  Wellesley  and  the 
Mahratta  chieftains  on  the  frontier  of  Mysore,  and  the  con- 
fidence reposed  by  those  chieftains  in  the  approved  talents, 
firmness,  temper,  and  integrity  of  that  officer,  rendered  htm 
peculiarly  qualified  to  discharge  the  complicated  duties  of 
the  command  of  the  detachment  destined  to  proceed  to 
Poonah.  That  impOTtant  command  required  the  united  exer- 
tion of  conniderable  military  skill,  and  of  great  poUtical  ex- 
perience and  discretion.  Lord  Clive  accordingly  desired  that 
Major-General  Wellesley  might  be  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  advancing  detachment,  and  requested  bis  Ex- 
cellency the  Commander-in-Chief  to  furnish  Major-General 
Weltesley  with  instructions  for  the  regulation  of  his  conduct 
according  to  the  spirit  of  my  instructions  to  his  Lordship  of 
the  Snd  of  February, 

In  conformity  to  the  foregoing  directions,  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  appointed  a  detachment  from  the  main  body  of  the 
army  assembled  at  Hurryhur  for  the  purpose  of  advancing 
into  the  Mahratta  territory.  The  detachment  consists  of  one 
regiment  of  European  and  three  regiments  of  native  cavalry, 
two  regiments  of  European  and  six  battalions  of  native  infan- 
try, with  a  due  proportion  of  artillery,  amounting  altogether 
to  1500  cavalry  and  6,800  infantry ;  and  to  that  force  was 
added  2,500  of  his  Highness  the  Rajah  of  Mysore's  horse. 
Lieut.-General  Stuart  appointed  the  honourable  Major- 
General  Wellesley  to  the  command  of  that  detachment,  in 
conformity  to  Lord  Clive's  suggestion. 

Lieut.-General  Stuart  directed  the  Honourable  Major- 
General  Wellesley— 

1st.  To  encourage  the  southern  Jageerdars  to  declare  in 
favor  of  the  Peishwa's  cause ;  to  employ  every  means  to  recon- 
(ale  their  mutual  animosities,  and  to  induce  them  to  unite 
their  forces  with  the  advancing  detachment  for  the  purpose 
of  re-establishing  his  Highness's  government. 

Sdly.  To  proceed  to  Meritch  and  form  a  junction  with  the 
Peishwa,  or  if  the  Peishwa's  march  to  that  station  should  be 
deemed  unadrisable  or  impracticable,  to  unite  with  such  of 
his  Highness's  chieftains  and  troops  as  might  be  there 
assembled. 

Sdly.  To  open  a  communication  and  to  form  a  junction 
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with  the  subsidiary  force  advancing  firom  Hyderabad,  and 
with  the  contingent  of  his  Highness  the  Nizam. 

4thly,  To  proceed  erentually  to  Poonah,  and  to  eatabhsh 
an  order  of  things  in  that  capital  favourable  to  the  return  of 
the  Peishwa,  and  to  the  accompUshment  of  the  objects  of 
the  treaty  lately  concluded  between  hb  Highness  and  the 
British  Government. 

It  is  a  inost  grateful  part  of  my  duty  to  express  to  your 
Honourable  Committee  In  the  strongest  terms,  my  entire 
approbation  of  the  zeal,  alacrity,  and  ability,  with  which  the 
right  Honourable  Lord  Clive  and  Lieut.-General  Stuart  have 
commenced  the  execution  of  my  orders.  I  entertain  the 
highest  estimation  of  the  judgment,  skill,  and  promptitude 
manifested  by  his  Lordship  and  by  Lieut.-General  Stuart,  in 
regulating  the  details  of  the  arrangements  for  the  successful 
accomphshment  of  the  objects  to  which  my  instructions  were 
directed. 

The  conduct  of  Lord  Clive  on  this  occasion,  corresponds 
with  the  uniform  tenor  of  that  exemplary  spirit,  public  zeal, 
and  honourable  co-operation  with  the  supreme  authority  in 
India,  which  have  animated  every  act  of  hb  Lordship's  admi- 
nistration. Repeated  experience  has  inspired  me  with  a 
deliberate  confidence  in  the  prosperous  issue  of  every  import- 
ant measure  entrusted  to  his  Lordship's  immediate  execu- 
tion. In  the  exigency  of  every  public  crisis,  and  in  various 
and  extraordinary  difficulties  and  dangers,  the  exertions  of 
Lord  CUve  in  the  service  of  the  Company,  under  my  orders, 
have  been  employed  vith  hereditary  energy  and  success. 
My  gratitude,  respect,  and  affection,  must  ever  attend  his 
character  and  fame ;  and  it  would  be  a  desertion  of  the  most 
sacred  duty  of  my  station  to  omit  any  opportunity  of  recom- 
mending Ixird  Clive's  eminent  public  services  to  the  deserved 
gratitude  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  to  the  justice  and 
favor  of  his  Sovereign  and  of  his  country. 

A  long  course  of  useful  and  honourable  services  has 
repeatedly  obtained  my  public  testimony  to  the  distinguished 
merits  of  Lieut.-General  Stuart,  and  has  established  the 
reputation  of  that  revered  and  respectable  officer  with  great 
lustre  in  the  high  esteem  of  the  Company  and  of  the  nation. 
On  all  occasions  of  service,  I  have  derived  the  utmost  possi- 
ble advantage  from  the  zealous  application  of  the  numerous 
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qualifications  which  Lieut.-General  Stuart  posseases.  In  the 
present  instance,  his  extraordinary  solicitude  to  execute  my 
orders  according  to  their  true  spirit,  the  judgment,  skill,  and 
temper  which  have  marked  all  his  proceedings  and  operations, 
and  the  ardent  zeal  which  he  has  displayed  for  the  success 
of  the  serrice  entrusted  to  his  discretion,  demand  my  most 
cordial  approbation. 

If  the  important  arrangements  now  in  progress  should  ter- 
minate with  success,  you  will  be  indebted  in  a  great  degree 
to  Lieut.-General  Stuart  for  the  happy  accomplishment  of  a 
plan,  which  promises  a  most  powerful  augmentation  to  the 
security  of  the  British  possessions  in  India,  nor  can  I  con- 
ceive a  more  glorious  termination  of  a  long  and  illustrious 
career  of  public  service. 

The  detachment  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
Wellesley  commenced  its  march  from  Hurryhur  on  the  9th 
ultimo.  By  the  latest  accounts  it  appears  that  the  detach- 
ment had  advanced  to  a  station  near  Meritch,  with  the  cor- 
dial support  and  co-operation  of  the  majority  of  the  southern 
Jageerdara,  and  with  every  appearance  of  general  satisfaction 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mahratta  t«rritory.  It  was  ex- 
pected that  the  detachment  would  arrive  at  Meritch  on  die 
Srd  of  April. 

The  Honourable  the  Governor  of  Bombay  will  communi- 
cate to  your  honourable  committee  the  progress  of  events  in 
the  province  of  Guzzerat  to  the  period  of  time  when  this  des- 
patch shall  reach  Bombay. 

By  the  latest  accounts  from  that  quarter  it  appears  that  the 
rebels,  after  having  sustained  several  defeats  by  the  combined 
army  of  the  British  Government  and  the  Guicowar,  had 
evacuated  Guzzerat  under  circumstances  which  justify  a  con- 
fident expectation  of  future  permanent  tranquillity  in  that 
province. 

This  situation  of  afiairs  in  Guzzerat  is  highly  favourable  to 
the  successftil  issue  of  the  measures  now  in  a  course  of  ope- 
ration for  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa  to  the  musnud  of 
Poonah.  The  arrival,  at  Bombay,  of  his  Majesty's  TSth  regi- 
ment, which  embarked  from  Fort  William  for  that  presidency, 
on  the  10th  of  February,  has  probably  coincided  with  the 
period  of  time  when  it  might  be  expedient  that  his  Highness 
the  Peishwa  should  commence  bis  march  towards  Poonah. 
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Reviewing  all  the  circumBtances  connected  with  the  state 
of  the  Mahratta  einpire,  I  trust  that  your  honourable  com- 
mittee will  receive  by  this  despatch  intelligence  from  Poonah 
and  Bombay,  of  the  pacific  settlement  of  affairs  in  the  state  of 
Poonah,  and  of  the  establishment  of  a  British  subsidiary 
force  in  the  service  of  the  Peishwa. 

Your  honourable  committee  will  appreciate  the  importance 
of  the  Successful  accomplishment  of  the  proposed  arrange- 
ments at  Poonah  in  its  relation  to  the  maintenance  of  peace, 
and  to  the  general  security  of  our  interests  in  India,  and  in 
its  particular  reference  to  the  exclusion  of  the  interests  and 
influence  of  France  from  the  Mahratta  empire. 

The  importance  of  this  object  is  considerable,  with  a  view 
to  the  contingency  either  of  peace  or  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  in  India.  In  order  to  improve  our  rela- 
tions with  the  Peishwa,  and  to  oppose  in  the  present  crisis 
every  attainable  barrier  to  the  progress  of  France  in  India,  I 
deemed  it  necessary  to  issue  instructions  to  Lieut.-ColoneI 
Close,  directing  his  attention  to  the  improvement  of  that 
article  of  the  late  treaty  *  with  the  Peishwa,  which  provides 
for  the  eventual  exclusion  of  Europeans,  subjects  of  any  state 
which  may  be  at  war  with  Ghreat  Britain,  (torn  the  territories 
of  the  Peishwa. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  respect, 

Honoiuable  Sirs, 

your  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

Wellesley. 


■  See  maty  in  Appendix,  llth  article,  which  the  Govemor-OenenJ 
wu  deiirous  of  being  altered  to  terms  similar  to  those  expresaed  in  the 
6th  article  of  the  Hyderabad  treaty,  of  the  Igt  of  September,  1798, 
[vol.  L]  namely,  providing  for  the  excliuion  of  Frenchmen  from  the  Pustt- 
wa't  dondaioDS,  or  of  aay  Ettropeans  in  the  lerrice  of  France. — [ftf-] 
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TSe  Marqueu  IFelktley  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Uobart. 

(Most  Secret.) 

My  Lord,  'fort  Williun,  April  20th,  1803. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's commancis  signi6ed  to  me  in  your  Lordsbip'e  "  Most 
Secret"  letter  of  the  17th  of  October,  1802,*  directing,  that 
such  of  the  posseasions  of  the  Govemments  of  France  and 
Holland  in  India  as  might  be  occupied  by  his  Majesty's  forces 
at  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  letter,  should 
not  be  evacuated  until  further  orders,  and  that  I  should  as- 
sign such  reasons  for  the  delay  as  might  be  the  least  calcu- 
lated to  excite  jealousy,  or  to  create  an  apprehension  of  its 
arising  from  an  hostile  nature. 

It  will  be  satisfactory  to  your  Lordship  to  be  informed 
that  previously  to  the  time  of  receiving  your  lordship's  letter, 
no  possession  of  the  Governments  of  France  or  of  Holland  in 
India  bad  been  evacuated  by  the  British  troops ;  that  all  the 
possessions  in  India  conquered  from  those  powers  respectively 
still  remain  in  the  occupation  of  his  Majesty's,  or  of  the 
honourable  Company's  forces ;  and  that  no  person  has  yet 
arrived  in  India  with  authority  to  receive  any  of  the  restitu- 
tions stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  trust  that  I  shall  be  enabled 
to  execute,  without  difficulty,  bis  Majesty's  commands  signi- 
fied in  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  17th  of  October,  unless 
any  regular  demand  for  the  restitution  of  any  of  the  posses- 
sions in  question  should  be  supported  by  the  presence  of 
ships  of  war  or  troops.  Your  Lordship's  orders  have  not 
specified  the  precbe  rule  by  which  you  would  require  my 
conduct  to  be  governed  in  such  a  case ;  but  adverting  to  the 
general  spirit  of  your  Lordship's  despatch,  it  is  my  intention, 
in  the  event  of  the  arrival  of  any  armed  force  in  India,  under 
the  circuniBtanceB  supposed,  to  endeavour  to  avoid  hostihties 

*  Pnfre  72.  The  original  reached  Ctdcuttit  on  the  30th  of  April ;  the 
deapMch  oTeriand,  which  brought  the  duplicate,  left  England  on  the 
19th  of  Uctober,  and  reached  Calcutta  30th  March,  1803. 
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by  every  conciliatory  measure,  until  I  shall  be  honoured  with 
your  Lordship's  further  orders;  but  to  resist  by  force,  if 
that  extremity  should  become  necessary,  previously  to  the 
receipt  of  further  orders  from  your  Lordship,  any  attempt  of 
the  troops  or  ships,  either  of  the  French  or  Batavian  repub- 
lics, to  seize  any  post  now  occupied  by  his  Majesty's  or  by 
the  honourable  Company's  troops.  I  trust,  however,  that  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  such  an  extremity  may  be  precluded 
by  the  early  arrival  of  further  commands  from  his  Majesty. 

In  conformity  to  the  tenor  of  the  last  paragraph  of  your 
Lordship's  letter,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  proceed  to  nomi- 
nate the  British  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  conducting 
the  several  restitutions ;  and  my  general  conduct  has  been 
directed  to  prevent  any  disclosure  of  the  precise  nature  and 
extent  of  your  Lordship's  orders  of  the  17th  of  October, 
1802. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wellesley. 


ne  Right  HoiumraUe  Lord  Cattltreagh  to  the  itargueu  WeUetky. 

(Most  Secret.) 

East  Sheen,  Oct.  16th,  1802. 
Mt  dbar  Lord,  [Recrired  April  30tb,  1803.] 

You  will  receive  by  the  8t.  Fiorenxo  a  despatch  from  Lord 
Hobart,  containing  instructions  with  reference  to  the  present 
state  of  affairs  in  Europe.  His  Lordship  being  much  engaged 
in  forwarding  the  necessary  orders  to  other  quarters,  relies 
upon  me  for  apprizing  your  Lordship  in  more  detail  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  these  directions  are  given,  which 
it  ie  necessary  your  Lordship  should  be  fully  acquainted  with, 
in  order  that  you  may  clearly  perceive  the  tone  and  spirit  in 
which  his  Lordship's  instructions  can  best  be  executed,  for 
the  retention  of  such  of  the  French  and  Dutch  possessions  in 
the  East  Indies  as  have  not  yet  been  delivered  up. 

The  several  circumstances  which  have  occurred  subsequent 
to  the  signature  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace,  denoting 
a  systematic  spirit  of  aggrandizement  on  the  part  of  France, 
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but  more  particularly  the  recent  proclamalioR  of  the  First 
Consul  to  the  Swiss  people,  have  rendered  it  indispeiisabte  in 
Ae  judgment  of  bis  Majesty's  miiusteiB  for  this  country  to 
mterpoae,  as  effectually  as  circumitancea  vill  permit,  la  ehedi 
the  amhitioua  projects  of  France,  and  if  possible,  to  save 
this  brave  and  interesting  nation,  struggling  for  thar  inder 
pendenee. 

A  remonfltrance  has  aeeordkigly  been  transnitted  to  the 
French  Govemnent,  through  M.  Otto,  a  copy  of  whieh  I  have 
the  honour  to  enclose,*  and  a  eonfidmtial  person  faxa  been 

"  Tlie  folkiiring'  is  a  copy  of  Lord  Hawkeabury's  Memorial  j  it  ii  here 
toaerted,  m  it  ioflueaeed,  to  a  certain  extent.  Lord  WrilMlej'i  vlewt  with 
respect  to  the  c(wtiiia(uiv«  of  peac«  between  Eii{;laa4  Md  Fnqce> 
Lord  Hawiethury  to  M.  Otto. 

Downing^treet,  Oct  10,  1802. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  hu  received  big  Miyesty'a  commands  to  commimi- 
cate  througb  M.  Otto,  to  the  French  GoTemment,  the  sentiinentB  of  deep 
regret  which  have  been  excited  in  his  Majesty's  mind,  by  the  addreta  of 
the  First  Consul  to  the  Helvetic  people,  which  waa  published  by  authority 
in  the  Motuteur  of  the  let  instant,  and  by  the  representations  which  have 
been  made  tu  his  Majesty  on  this  subject,  on  behalf  of  the  nation  whole 
interests  are  so  immediately  affected  by  it.  Hia  M^}«sty  most  sincerely 
laments  the  convulsions  to  which  the  Swiss  Cantons  have  for  some  lime 
past  been  exposed ;  but  he  can  oouider  their  late  exertions  in  no  other 
light  than  as  the  lawful  efforts  of  a  brave  and  generous  people  to  recover 
their  ancient  laws  and  government,  and  to  procure  the  re-establishment  of 
a  system  which  experience  haa  demonstrated,  not  only  to  be  favaurabU  to 
the  mainteDance  of  their  domestic  happiness,  but  ta  be  perfectly  c^osist- 
<Dt  mth  the  Iraoquillity  and  security  of  other  powers. 

The  Cantons  of  Switzerland  unqueaCionably  possess,  in  the  tame  de- 
gree as  every  other  independent  state,  the  right  of  regulating  their  own 
internal  concerns,  and  this  right  has,  moreover.  In  the  present  instance, 
been  formally  and  explicitly  guaraatead  to  the  Swiss  nation  by  the  French 
Gavemment,  in  the  treaty  of  Luueville,  conjointly  with  the  other  powtn 
who  were  parties  to  that  eagagement. 

His  Majesty  has  no  other  desire  Ihau  that  the  people  of  Switzerland, 
who  now  appear  to  be  so  generally  united,  should  be  left  at  liberty  to 
settle  their  own  internal  government  without  the  interposition  of  any 
foreign  powers  t  and  with  whatever  regret  his  Majesty  may  have  perused 
the  late  proclamalioiL  of  the  French  Oovarnmaat,  he  is  yet  unwilling  to 
believe  that  they  will  farther  attempt  to  controul  that  iadepeudent  nation 
in  the  exercise  of  their  undoubted  rights.  His  Majesty  thinks  himself 
called  upon  by  his  regard  for  the  general  interests  of  Europe,  and  by  hia 
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despatched  to  Switzerland,  with  full  authority  to  advance  pe- 
cuniary succours  to  the  Swiss,  if  upon  his  arrival  be  should 
find,  regard  being  had  to  their  sCrengtb  and  disposition  to 
reust,  that  an  aid  of  this  description  is  likely  to  contribute 
materially  to  their  means  of  self  defence  agamtt  this  most 
ui^ust  attempt  upon  the  part  of  France  to  impose  upon  them 
a  govemment  equally  repugnant  to  their  feelings  and  habits. 

The  accounts  hitherto  received  describe  those  who  wish  to 
restore  the  ancient  form  of  govemmeal,  as  in  possession  of 
nearly  the  whole  country,  and  to  have  assembled  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Berne  a  force  of  above  30,000  men,  which  they 
expected  to  increase,  but  that  their  army  was  ill  provided 
with  arms  and  money. 

The  troops  of  the  late  Government  had  fled,  in  inconsider- 
able force,  to  Lausanne,  where  they  waited  for  support  from 
France.  An  aid-de-camp,  charged  with  the  proclamation  of 
the  First  Consul,  it  appears  from  this  day's  mail,  had  reached 
Berne,  and  this  haughty  summons  bad  been  referred  to  the 
Diet  assembled  at  Schwietz.  The  result  is  yet  uncertain,  but 
it  is  impossible  to  feel  confident  in  the  means  of  the  Swiss 
singly  to  resist  the  military  power  of  France,  unless  Austria 
should  find  herself  enabled  to  interpose  in  their  support. 

Under  the  uncertainty  ,to  what  extremity  these  circum- 
stances may  lead,  it  has  been  thought  advisable  to  direct  such 
of  our  conquests  as  have  not  yet  passed  from  our  hands,  to 
be  retained  ttU  further  orders,  and  I  am  happy  to  acquaint 
you,  (exclusive  of  some  of  the  Dutch  settlements  on  the  coast 
of  South  America,)  that  Malta  and  the  Cape  are  yet  within 
our  reach.  We  have  every  reason  to  fear  that  Martinique, 
St.  Lucie,  and  Tobago,  will  have  been  restored,  before  in- 
structions can  reach  our  officers  on  that  station. 

Although  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that 
the  temper  and  system  of  the  First  Consul  may  again  involve 
us  in  war,  yet  your  Lordship  will  feel  the  importance  in  act- 
ing upon  orders  sent  from  hence,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, to  guard  as  much  as  possible,  in  suspending  the  res- 


pecnliar  aolicitade  for  tbe  happineBB  aad  wel&«  of  the  Swiss  nation,  to 
ezprcH  these  his  Bentimenta  with  a  fnnkneaa  and  sincerity  whicli  he  feels 
to  be  due  to  his  cliaracter,  and  to  the  good  uDderstaadinf^  which  he  is  de- 
airous  of  preserving  with  the  Government  of  France. 
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titutions,  till  you  hear  farther  from  Europe,  against  any  thing 
in  the  mode  of  doing  it,  which  might  constitute  a  separate  and 
additional  awkwardness  between  France  and  this  country 
hereafter,  should  the  present  discussions  terminate  otherwise 
than  hostilely. 

Should  the  present  discussions  terminate  in  war,  I  sliall 
have  the  honour  of  communicating  with  your  Lordship,  in 
detail,  with  reference  to  the  financial  as  well  as  the  military 
arrangements  with  which  we  should  be  prepared  in  India  to 
encounter  this  new  struggle. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
with  great  truth  and  regard, 
My  dear  Lord, 
your  most  faithful, 
humble  servant, 

Castlereaou. 


The  Market*  fFelletieg  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Cailkreagh. 
(Private  and  most  Secret.) 

Mr  DEAR  Lord,  Barrackpore,  20th  April,1803. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lord- 
ship's letter  dated  I6th  of  October,  1802.  Tha  St.Fiorenao\iti& 
not  reached  India.  I  return  your  Lordship  many  thanks  for 
the  full  and  able  view,  with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  fur- 
nish me,  of  the  circumstances  under  which  Lord  Hobart's  in- 
structions of  the  17th  of  October  were  issued,  and  I  trust  that 
my  despatch  to  Lord  Hobart  of  this  date  *  will  satisfy  your 
Lordship  that  I  have  employed  every  endeavour  to  execute 
those  instructions  according  to  their  true  tenor  and  spirit. 

Having  received  no  official  or  authentic  advices  from  Eng- 
land of  a  later  date  than  your  Lordship's  postscript  (Oct.  19, 
180S,)  you  wilt  conceive  with  what  anxiety  I  have  observed 
Qn  the  French  papers,  which  have  reached  me,)  the  unfavour- 

•  See  p.  84. 
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able  issue  of  affairs  in  Switzerland,  and  the  extravagant  spirit 
of  ambition  and  arrogance  which  marks  the  language  of  the 
gazettes  of  the  Government  of  France  in  discussing  the  repre- 
sentations coDtuned  in  the  memorial  from  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
of  which  you  transmitted  me  a  copy. 

From  the  intelligence  contained  in  the  French  papers,  I 
should  be  inclined  to  apprehend  the  renewal  of  hostilities,  if 
the  silence  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  had  not  induced  a  strong 
hope  of  a  contrary  tendency. 

In  the  event  of  a  renewal  of -the  war  with  France,  I  trust 
that  your  Lordship  will  have  taken  early  measures  to  increase 
the  effective  strength  of  the  European  force  in  India.  The 
first  object  will  necessarily  be  to  complete  the  great  defiden- 
des  in  the  present  estabUsbment,  and  especially  in  the  Com- 
pany's artillery,  which  in  Bengal  is  reduced  to  a  state  of  abso- 
lute inefficiency,  from  the  want  of  a  regular  supply  of  recruits. 
I  also  request  your  Lordship,  in  the  event  of  a  renewal  of 
hostilities,  to  direct  your  serious  attention  to  the  weakness 
which  must  result  from  the  abolition  of  the  controlling  power 
of  the  Supreme  Government  in  India,  over  the  island  of  Cey- 
lon, and  consequently  over  the  military  force  stationed  in  that 
important  possession. 

In  a  subsequent  despatch  I  propose  to  enter  without  re- 
serve into  a  discussion  of  the  existing  defects  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  government  of  Ceylon,  and  of  the  necessary  ope- 
ration of  those  defects  upon  the  general  strength  of  our  em- 
pire in  India.  In  the  mean  while,  as  your  Lordship  is  pleased 
to  repose  your  confidence  in  me,  I  take  the  liberty  of  recom- 
mending to  you  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  to  issue,  without 
a  moment  of  delay,  a  commission  to  the  Governor-General  in 
council,  (whoever  he  may  be,)  vesting  him  with  the  same 
powers  of  control  over  the  government  of  Ceylon,  which  are 
now  exercised  by  the  Governor-General  in  council  over  the 
presidencies  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay. 

I  am  not  aware  that  such  an  arrangement  would  necessarily 
require  the  transfer  of  Ceylon  to  the  Company,  or  even  the 
restoration  of  that  system  of  government  which  has  recently 
been  changed.  It  appears  to  me,  that  a  commission  from  the 
crown  to  the  Governor-General  in  council  would  be  sufficient 
to  convey  the  authority  necessary  to  enable  him  to  control 
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the  expenses  of  the  establishBient  of  Ceyloiii  and  to  coasoli- 
date  ite  resources  and  power  with  the  general  strength  of  the 
Britiih  empire  in  India.  In  tine  of  peace>  such  an  union  of 
powen  IB  scarcely  less  requisite  than  in  war ;  and  I  have  bo 
hesitation  in  declaring  to  3Faur  Lordship,  that  without  such  an 
UIUOB  of  powers  in  the  erent  of  war,  I  should  feel  coouder- 
able  apprehenuon  for  the  security  of  this  onpire. 

I  request  your  Lordship  also  to  converse  with  Mr.  Dusdas 
and  with  Mr.  Wellesley  upon  the  necessity  of  vesting  in  the 
supreme  executive  auth<mty  in  India,  an  efficient  control 
over  the  fleet  stationed  in  these  seas.  Without  such  a  ooit- 
trol,  it  js  in  my  ofHoion  impossible  for  any  GoverBor-G^neral 
to  meet  the  exigencies  of  a  renewal  of  war  with  France. 

The  financial  documents  transmitted  by  Mr.  Wellesley, 
and  by  this  despatch,  must  prove  satisfactory  to  your  Lord- 
ship.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  concur  with  your  Lordship  io 
a  decided  opinion,  that  if  the  Court  of  Directors  shall  pursue 
the  salutary  system  of  8U|>plying  Irom  the  treasury  at  home 
the  prime  cost  of  investuent  in  India,  the  operations  com- 
menced for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  Indian  debt,  will  not 
he  essentially  retarded,  even  by  the  renewal  of  hostilities  with 
France. 

The  state  of  our  relatSons  with  the  Mahxatta  powers  is  fully 
communicated  to  the  Seeret  Conunittee  by  this  despatch.  I 
sBi  satisfied  that  your  Lordship  vrill  considei  the  blow  wbich 
has  been  struck  against  the  French  interests  in  the  Mahratta 
empire,  to  be  a  se4aoBable  augmentation  of  our  security  in  that 
quarter. 

The  fioaacial  operatiMi  of  the  new  subsidies  from  the  Gui- 
cowor  and  the  Peishwa  has  not  yet  been  stated  in  any  ac- 
count, but  1  trust  it  will  form  aa  addition  to  our  resources  in 
the  course  of  the  year  1803-1-.  It  may  possibly  become  ne- 
cessary to  add,  in  some  degree,  to  the  native  infantry  upon 
each  of  the  estaUishaients,  with  a  view  to  furnish  the  new 
subsidiary  forces  in  Guzaerat  and  at  Foonabj  but  after 
having  provided  the  utmost  augmentation  which  can  be  re- 
quisite for  that  purpose,  a  considerable  balance  of  military 
timds  will  remain  to  the  Company  on  account  of  this  trans- 
action. 

A  renewal  of  hostilities  with  France  would  open  in  India  a 
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wc««  lo  interestiog  and  important,  that  I  should  not  deem 
n^TMlf  to  b«  justified  in  relinquishing  my  share  in  the  duties 
of  Mch  a  crisis,  without  the  express  pemussioQ  of  tke  Gorwn- 
ntent  at  home*  Issued  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  existing 
state  of  affidre  in  In^t)  and  in  £urope.  If,  thervfore,  the 
w«r  should  be  renewed,  jrouT  I^erdship  may  be  assured  that 
I  will  not  abandon  my  present  post,  unlets  the  state  of  my 
health  should  drive  ue  front  it,  or  unleaa  the  Goremment  at 
homo  should  have  provided  a  succesaor,  who  may  be  deemed 
adequate  to  tbe  charge  of  this  gOTenunent  in  the  exigency  of 
war-  I  think  it  necessary  to  make  the  earUest  communicatioa 
to  your  Lordship  of  my  sentiments  on  thia  sulyect,  in  order 
to  eaable  you  to  nake  your  arraogemcmts  foi-  tbe  goTemment 
af  India,  with  a  confident  reliance  on  tbe  continuance  of  my 
services,  whiW  Ihe  situation  of  afiwrs  shsll  appear  to  demand 
them,  and  while  my  health  shall  enable  me  to  oratrihuta  any 
effort  towards  (be  security  of  these  possessions. 
I  have  the  benour  to  be,  ftc. 

Wellbslet. 


Lo*d  Cvtitreagh  t»  lh»  Mhrquem  WeHnhf. 

CM(wt,S«cret.) 

£ut  ShecD.  Nov.  15th,  1902. 
Mr  DBAR  Lord,  [Receired  May  4th,  1803.] 

I  have  written  in  detail  to  your  Lordship,  of  this  date,  by 
a  King's  ship,  with  reference  to  the  orders  transmitted  over- 
land on  the  16tb  ultimo.  As  my  observations  are  by  no 
means  essential  to  the  execution  of  your  instructions,  I  for- 
bear repeating  them  by  the  present  conveyance,  the  person 
entrusted  with  the  cypher  in  my  office  being  too  much  hur- 
ried to  transcribe  them. 

I  acquainted  your  Lordship  in  my  letter  of  the  38th  of 

September,  that  it  was  probable  Mr.  Yorke  would  be  ap- 

'  pointed  to  Madras,  with  a  view  of  succeeding  ultimately  to 

Bengal.     Various  difficulties,  principally  of  a  domestic  na- 
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tura,  have  prevented  him  from  undertaking  the  service. 
Under  a  fiill  impression  of  the  difficulty  of  filling  the  situa- 
tion from  hence  with  the  degree  of  ability  and  experience' in 
business  which  it  requires,  and  stron^y  convinced  that  it  can 
only  be  committed  with  safety  to  hands  really  efficient,  I  have 
been  induced,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  King's  Govern- 
ment, to  recommend  Mr.  Barlow  for  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment, whenever  we  may  have  the  nusfortune  to  be  deprived 
of  your  Lordship's  services. 

I  am  aware  that  there  is  the  strongest  objection  on  general 
principles  to  the  Governments  abroad  being  filled  by  the 
Company's  servants,  but  there  is  no  rule  which  is  universal; 
and  I  am  led  to  believe,  from  the  high  opinion  so  generally 
entertained  of  Mr.  Barlow's  merits,  but  principally  from  the 
confidence  both  your  Lordship  and  Lord  Comwallis  have 
invariably  reposed  in  bim,  that  he  has  abilities  and  a  sense  of 
character,  which  will  justify  the  exception  being  made  in  his 
person.  I  enclose  a  private  letter  on  the  subject  of  his  ap- 
pointment, for  him,  which  I  am  sure  he  will  receive  with  pecu- 
liar satisfaction  from  your  hands ;  and  I  have  told  him  how 
much  he  is  indebted,  in  point  of  reputation,  the  best  grounds 
of  advancement,  to  your  marked  approbation  of  his  conduct. 

We  have  thought  it  expedient  to  decide  upon  the  succes- 
sion to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  before  any  steps  were 
taken  for  filling  up  the  appointment  to  Madras.  No  time, 
however,  will  be  lost  in  fixing  upon  a  successor  to  Lord  Clive, 
and  your  Lordship  may  expect  to  bear  from  me  very  soon 
upon  that  subject. 

I  have  little  further  to  trouble  your  Lordship  with  at  pre- 
sent. I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  bring  the  Court  to  a  deci- 
sion on  the  plan  for  the  Uquidation  of  the  debt.  Some  further 
commumcations  have  passed  between  the  chairs  and  myself, 
and  I  trust  the  subject  is  now  nearly  brought  to  a  point, 
though  1  cannot  yet  acquaint  you  that  I  have  altogether  con- 
quered their  repugnance  to  adopt  any  plan  which  may  oblige 
them  to  have  recourse  to  extraordinary  resources. 

Your  Lordship  is  aware  how  difficult  and  delicate  a  task 
it  is  for  the  person  who  fills  my  situation  (particularly  when 
strong  feehngs  have  once  been  excited)  to  manage  such  a 
body  as  the  Court  of  Directors,  so  as  to  shield  the  person  in 
yours  from  any  unpleasant  interference  on  their  part.     I  am 
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sanguine  in  hoping  that  those  Impressions,  which  never 
should  have  led  them  for  a  moment  to  forget  your  substantial 
services,  will  pass  away,  and  the  remiunder  of  your  Govern- 
ment be  rendered  perfectly  satisfactory  both  to  your  Lord- 
ship and  to  them. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord, 

with  great  truth, 
very  sincerely  and  faithfully  yours, 
Castlereaoh. 


JV.  B.  Edmonitone,  Etg.  Secr^ttry  to  Gitvernment  to  Colonfl  Colliiu, 

Reudent  at  the  Covrl  ^  Doielut  Rao  Scindiah. 

Sib,  Port  WilBain,  May  5th,  1803. 

1.  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor-General 
to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  notes,  which  are  intended  to 
form  the  basis  of  detailed  instructions  for  the  regulation  of 
your  conduct  in  the  actual  crisis  of  aifairs. 

0.  Those  instructions  will  be  prepared  and  transmitted  to 
you  at  the  earliest  practicable  period  of  time.  In  the  mean 
while  his  Excellency  directs  you  to  act  under  the  authority 
of  the  enclosed  document,  which  your  knowledge  and  dis- 
cernment will  enable  you  to  apply  to  actual  circumstances  in 
the  manner  best  calculated  to  promote  the  views  and  interests 
of  the  British  Government. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
N.  B.  Edmonstohe, 

Sec.  to  Government. 


[Enclosure  m  the  preceding  letter.] 
Nolet  of  ftutrucliotu  to  Colonel  CoUitu. 

MayStb,  1803. 
The  necesBitf  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindi&h'B  immediately  crosBing  the  Ner- 
buddah,  aad  returoing  to  HiDdoslaD,  to  be  fully  stated. 
Hke  real  object  of  «  reeolution  od  the  part  of  Sclndiah  to  proceed  to 
.  Poonah,  or  to  remuo  aoutb  of  the  Nerbuddah,  can  only  be  to  subvert  the 
arrangeoient  between  the  British  Government  and  the  Peiehna,  and  to 
re-estabUsh  his  own  aecendancy  in  the  Govemment  of  Poonah, 
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The  foUewiog  ar^Bmeati  wd  obMrvMioni  to  b«  suted  to  Dowlut  Iteo 
Sciodi^,  for  the  purpose  of  prcTeutitig  hie  prooe«diiiff  to  Poondi. 

1.  TVealy  of  Bassein  to  be  fully  com  muni cated  to  SclDdlab,  without  a 
moment  of  delaf,  and  explained  to  ScindiaU;  n  copy  of  tbe  treatf  to  be 
lirWeQ  to  him,  if  desired. 

2.  The  Peiehws  poiaessed  a  full  right  to  avul  himself  of  the  M  of  the 
Britiih  power  for  hia  reBtoraliou,  and  to  contract  his  present  engage- 
ments with  that  power,  iadependeudy  of  the  consent  of  the  feudal  chiefs 
of  the  Mahratta  empire. 

3.  Dowlut  Rao  Sciodiah  and  the  other  chiefs  were  unable  to  afford  the 
PeishwK  the  necessary  ud  for  the  restoration  of  his  authority  after  the 
success  of  the  rebellion  of  Holkar;  and  the  assistance  which  the  Peishwa 
solicited  and  has  received  from  us,  was  the  only  possible  mode  of  re- 
covering hit  authority. 

4.  The  treaty  of  Bass^  not  only  oflers  no  injury  to  the  independence 
of  the  feudatory  Mahratta  chiefs,  but  expressly  provides  additional  secu- 
rity for  it. 

6.  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  himself  invited  the  co-operatioD  of  the  British 
power,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  Pdshwa. 

6.  Dowlut  Rao  Sciodiab's  own  power  and  domimons  have  been  saved 
from  ruin  by  the  interference  of  the  British  power,  which  has  checked 
the  progress  of  Molkar's  amiB. 

7-  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  has  admitted  the  expediency  and  wisdom  of 
our  engagements  with  the  Peishws,  and  has  formally  disavowed  any  in'' 
tention  of  obstructing  the  completion  of  the  anvagement. 

5.  Under  all  these  cireumstances,  we  have  a  right  to  expect  that  Dow- 
lut Rao  Scindiah  shall  not  adopt  any  measures  which  we  deem  to  be  cal- 
culated to  impede  the  accomplishment  of  that  arrangement  i  unless  rach 
ffleasures  be  ^solutely  necessofy  for  Dowlut  Rao  Srindiah's  security. 

9.  Dowlnt  Eao  Scindiah's  march  to  Poonah,  or  his  continuance  south 
of  tbe  Nerbuddah.  can  have  no  other  view  than  to  dbtuiti  our  urange- 
ments  with  the  Peishwa ;  neither  Scindiah's  march  to  Poonah,  nor  his 
continuance  to  the  south  of  the  Nerbuddah,  is  necessary  to  his  security. 

10.  An  attempt  on  the  part  of  any  power  to  oppose  or  counteract  that 
which  another  power  is  strictly  authorized  by  the  law  of  nations  to  per- 
form, may  justly  be  considered  as  an  act  of  hostility. 

11.  In  communicating  the  whole  of  the  treaty  of  Basseiu  to  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah,  point  out  to  him  particularly  that  it  provides  against  any 
molestation  being  offered  to  his  Government,  unless  he  should  place 
himself  in  the  litaation  of  an  enemy  to  the  Peishwa,  or  to  the  British 
Ooremment. 

12.  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  must  therefore  retire,  or  must  expect  to  ez- 
'pose  to  hazard,  all  the  advantages  which  the  treaty  offers  to  him. 

13.  If  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  should  be  disposed  to  accede  to  the  treaty 
as  a  contracting  party,  the  British  Government  is  ready  to  negotiate  the 
terms  with  him. 

14.  The  British  Government  will  not  be  offended  if  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
diah should  object  to  acceding  to  the  treaty  as  a  contracting  party ;  he  is 
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ax  liberty  to  renuun,  if  lie  thinks  fit,  utterly  unconnected  with  lu,  but  the 
diBodnntageB  of  such  ■  separation  to  him  are  erident. 

15.  We  cannot,  however,  suffer  him  in  any  degree  to  obstruct  the  exe- 
cution or  operation  of  the  treaty  irilh  the  Peishwa,  and  the  Qovernor-Ge- 
nenl  ig  resolved  not  to  admit  the  slightest  oppoutioa  on  the  part  of  any 
power  to  the  execution  of  a  treaty,  founded  on  principles  of  undeniable 
justice,  equity,  and  moderation. 

16.  Dowlut  Rao  SctndikU  must,  therefore,  instantly  explain  himself 
without  reserve,  and  must  return  into  his  own  dominions  north  of  the 
Nerbuddah.  The  first  pledg-e  required  of  bis  amicable  intentions,  even 
if  he  should  chuae  to  accede  to  the  treaty,  is,  th»t  he  should  immediately 
cross  the  Nerbuddah. 

17.  Offer  to  arbitrate  any  demands  Dowlnt  Rao  SciKdiah  nay  bare  oa 
tke  Peishws,  or  on  HoUtar. 

18.  Offer  a  subsidiary  treaty  and  ifuarantee. 

19.  Positive  decUrBtion  of  friendship,  and  of  a  determination  to  ab- 
>tun  from  any  attempt  whatever  upon  the  independence  of  Do^ut  Rao 
Scindiah,  nnleae  he  should  provoke  hostility. 

20.  Inform  Scindiah  that  his  military  operations,  conducted  in  opposi- 
tion to  our  remonstrances,  will  compel  measures  of  precaution  on  our 
part,  and  on  every  boundary  of  his  dominions,  and  that  certain  intelli- 
gence of  his  accession  to  any  confederacy  against  the  Britieh  power  will 
produce  immediate  hostility  on  all  parts  of  his  frontier,  and  will  justi^ 
the  deatmctioo  of  his  power. 

31.  Inform  Scindiah  that  aimilar  representations  have  been  addressed 
to  the  Rajah  of  Bwar,  for  whom  the  British  Government  feels  an  equid 
ngard,  irith  an  equd  resolution  to  anticipate  any  sinister  project  by 
promptitude  and  alacrity. 

22.  Intelligence  from  various  qmtrtershas  excited  a  just  apprehension, 
that  negotiations  have  been  commenced  between  tbe  Rajah  of  Berar  and 
Scindiah,  of  a  nature  injurious  to  the  connection  eetablished  between  the 
Pcishwa  and  the  Britirit  Government.  Scindiah  must  be  reqnlred  to  state 
explicitly  the  nature  (tf  his  negotiations  with  &t  R^ah  of  Berar,  and  the 
propositions  of  that  clucf. 

23.  The  same  requisition  to  be  urged  respecting  the  propositions  of 
Holkar  to  Scindiah,  and  the  recent  negotiations  which  have  passed  be 
tween  those  chiefs. 

24.  Inform  Scindiah  tliat  any  attack  upon  the  terriloriet  of  his  High- 
Ms  Ae  Nisam  will  he  considn^  a*  an  act  of  hostility  i^ruBSt  the  British 
Goreranent. 
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Lord  CatlUreagk  to  the  Marque**  H'eUetUg. 

London,  December  17lh,  1802. 
My  dear  Lord,  [Hecei»ed  May  6th,  1803.] 

Since  I  last  wrote,  little  has  passed  on  the  Continent  worth 
acquainting  you  with.  Switzerland  has  yielded  to  the  pre- 
sence of  a  French  force,  and  her  deputies  attend  at  Paris  to 
learn  their  future  destiny. 

Our  parliament  has  been  assembled  for  three  weeks,  dur- 
ing which  period  we  have  had  some  animated  discussions. 
Although  we  have  not  yet  had  a  division,  it  is  not  difficult  to 
perceive  that  the  complexion  of  the  house  is  highly  favour- 
able to  Government.  We  have  voted  very  strong  naval  and 
military  establishments,  with  only  a  slight  opposition  to  the 
latter  from  Mr.  Fox ;  and  Mr.  Addington  has  opened  the 
most  prosperous  budget  this  country  has  witnessed,  not  even 
excepting  that  of  179S.  The  revenue  has  risen  above  three 
millions,  and  the  export  of  British  manufactures  has  increased 
to  an  equal  amount  upon  the  rated  value,  which  makes  the 
real  increase,  upon  the  true  value,  between  six  and  seven 
millions.  The  efiect  of  this  statement  has  been  to  raise  the 
funds  above  four  per  cent. 

It  will  be  satisfoctory  to  you  to  learn  that  we  have  provided 
for  50,000  seamen  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  1 10,000  regulars, 
exclusive  of  India.  The  King's  troops  destined  for  the  peace 
establishment  of  India,  exclusive  of  2,000  for  Ceylon,  are  to 
consist  of  three  regiments  of  cavalry,  of  640  rank  and  file 
each,  and  15  regiments  of  infantry,  at  an  establishment  of 
1,000  rank  and  file  each. 

W^th  a  view  of  keeping  this  force  as  complete  as  possible, 
a  relief  of  a  full  regiment  will  proceed  annually  from  Europe. 
This,  with  a  regular  supply  of  1,S00  recruits,  and  the  men  to 
be  procured  from  the  battalions  to  be  brought  home  in  each 
year,  will,  it  is  hoped,  accomplish  this  important  purpose.  If 
any  material  deficiency  should  at  any  time  be  observable,  the 
Duke  of  York  has  promised  me  to  allot  two  re^ments,  in- 
stead of  one,  for  that  particular  season.  I  trust  your  Lord- 
ship will  feel  satisfied  with  this  arrangement.     A  proposition 
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had  been  made  by  the  late  Chainnati  to  reduce  the  King's 
troops  serving  in  India  to  two  regiments  of  cavahy,  and  seven 
of  infantry,  of  1,200  men  each.  I  felt  myself  bound  to  resist 
so  improvident  a  reduction  upon  every  principle,  and  I  am 
happy  to  acquaint  you  that  the  present  Chairs  have  con- 
sented, and  I  have  no  doubt  the  Court  will  acquiesce  in  the 
proposed  establishment. 

1  have  now  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  with  the  arrange- 
ments which  have  been  made  for  replacing  my  Lord  Clive  in 
the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George. 

Lord  WUliam  Bentuick  has  been  appointed  to  that  import- 
ant situation,  and  will  embark,  in  the  month  of  February,  to 
take  charge  of  that  Government.  The  character  his  Lord- 
ship bears  for  honour,  integrity,  and  diligence,  and  the  ex- 
cellent understanding  which  he  undoubtedly  possesses,  lead 
me  to  form  very  sanguine  expectations  of  his  success.  The 
Council  will  remain  constituted  as  before,  with  the  substitu- 
tion of  Mr.  Chamier  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Dick. 

The  high  estimation  in  which  Mr.  Webbe's  services  and 
character  are  held  by  your  Lordship,  as  well  as  the  strong 
opinion,  which  I  cannot  but  entertiun,  that  he  has  been 
harshly  treated,  make  me  very  desirous  of  doing  him  early 
justice. 

I  shall  send  your  Lordship,  by  the  first  ship,  some  further 
papers  that  have  passed  between  me  and  the  Chairs,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Indian  debt.  They  will  serve  to  shew  your 
Lordship  the  degree  of  difficulty  which  is  opposed  to  the 
measure,  whilst  I  trust  they  will  only  add  to  your  impatience 
to  learn  that  they  have  been  overcome.  I  have  the  pleasure 
so  far  to  relieve  your  anxiety  on  this  point,  as  to  acquaint  you 
that  the-Chairs  have  adopted  the  draft  of  a  despatch,  which  I 
have  prepared  on  this  subject,  only  limiting  the  orders,  in 
respect  to  drawing  the  bills  necessary  to  complete  the  two 
millions  sinking  fiind  to  the  two  next  years.  1  have  advised 
that  no  limitation  should  be  expressed,  but  I  shall  not  con- 
tend this  point,  being  well  convinced,  if  I  can  succeed  in 
having  my  plan  acted  upon  for  two  years,  that  I  shall  have 
no  difficulty  in  having  the  instructions  renewed,  when  in- 
creased facilities  will  have  grown  out  of  the  operation  of  the 
measure  itself.  Your  Lordship  will,  I  trust,  receive  instruc- 
tions on  this  subject  very  shortly  from  the  Court.     In  the 
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mean  time,  I  have  only  to  express  an  earnest  hope  that  you 
may  feel  yourself  enabled,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  troops  from 
the  Cape,  to  carry  into  iull  effect  the  reductions  of  the  army 
on  the  coast,  as  it  is  upon  the  amount  of  surplus  revenue  that 
aU  our  brilliant  prospects  must  depend  for  their  accomplish- 
ment, and  I  cannot  but  indulge  a  confident  hope,  the  grounds 
of  which  your  Lordship  will  find  stated  in  the  papers  alluded 
to,  that  our  Indian  surplus  may  at  no  distant  period,  with  the 
expected  improvement  in  the  revenues  of  Oude  and  of  the 
Camatic,  amount  to  £1,500,000,  exclusive  of  any  savings 
from  reduction  of  interest 

I  am  ever,  my  dear  Lord, 

your  most  sincere  and  iaithful, 
humble  servant, 
Castlereaoh. 


Lord  Hobart  to  the  Marque**  IF'elle*lfy. 
(Most  Secret.) 

DowDing  Street,  Not.  I6lb,  1802. 
My  Lord,  [Received  May  8tli,  1803.] 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that,  not* 
withstanding  the  orders  which,  by  the  King's  commands,  I 
communicated  to  you  on  the  I7th  ultimo,*  it  is  his  Majesty's 
pleasure,  that  you  should  give  directions  for  the  immediate 
execution  of  the  instructions  that  you  have  already  received, 
for  the  restitution  of  the  several  possessions  in  the  East  Indies 
which,  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
were  to  be  restored  to  the  governments  of  France  and  Hol- 
land. 

As  it  is  of  importance  that  any  delay,  which  may  have 
arisen  in  the  evacuation  of  those  possessions,  should  not  be 
productive  of  any  misunderstanding  between  his  M^esty's 
Government  and  those  of  France  and  Holland,  you  will  con- 
duct yourself  in  all  your  proceedings  with  their  respective 
officers,  in  the  most  conciliatory  manner. 

•  See  p.  72. 
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I  am  Airtber  to  acqusint  you,  that  there  being  some  reason 
to  apprehend  that  the  French  Government,  either  by  intimi- 
dation or  otherwise,  may  endeavour  to  obtain  possession  of 
die  Portuguese  settlements  in  the  East  Indies,  or  of  Macao ; 
by  which  the  safety  of  the  British  possessions  in  India,  and 
the  security  of  the  commerce  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  with 
China,  would  he  greatly  endangered ;  it  is  the  King's  plea- 
sure, that,  in  concert  with  the  officer  commanding  his  naval 
forces  in  the  East  Indies,  you  do  take  the  most  effectual  mea- 
.sures  for  preventing  the  French  from  possessing  themselves 
of  those  settlements ;  and  that,  on  no  account  whatever,  you 
allow  them  to  be  occupied  by  the  troops  belon^g  to  the 
Government  of  France. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

your  Lordship's  most  obedient 

and  humble  servant, 

HORART. 


7H»  Marqaeu  fFaUetley  to  Rqjah  Ragt^ee  Bhoottah,  Rajah  of  Berar. 
Fort  William.  May  13th,  1803. 

The  intimate  friendship  and  alliance  which  have  long  sub- 
sisted between  the  British  Government  and  the  state  of  Berar, 
induce  me  to  communicate  to  you,  without  reserve,  the  en- 
gagements recently  concluded  between  the  Honourable  Com- 
pany and  bis  Highness  the  Peishwa ;  to  explain  to  you  the 
principles  on  which  those  engagements  are  founded,  and  to 
demonstrate  to  you  that  the  treaty  of  Bassein  is  formed  vrith 
a  sincere  regard  for  the  integrity  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  and 
for  the  security  of  the  separate  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
constituent  branches  of  that  respectable  power. 

When  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  was  compelled  by  the  vio- 
lence and  usurpation  of  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  to  abandon  the 
seat  of  Government  at  Poonab,  and  to  retire  into  the  Concan, 
his  Highness  earnestly  solicited  the  aid  of  the  British  power 
for  the  protection  of  his  person  against  the  outrages  of  his 
rebellious  subject,  and  for  the  restoration  of  his  just  autho- 
rity in  the  Mahratta  state.     At  the  same  time  Maha  Rajah 
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Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  alarmed  at  the  succesBful  progreas  of 
Jeawunt  Rao  Holkar's  rebellion,  BoHcited  the  co'operation  of 
the  British  arms  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  same  im- 
portant object.  His  Highness  the  Peishwa  and  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  were  sensible  that  the  active  interposition  of  the 
British  power  in  that  arduous  crisis  of  affairs  afforded  the 
only  means  of  preserving  the  fabric  of  the  Mahratta  empire 
from  disorder  and  confusion. 

The  British  Government  entertained  a  sincere  disposition 
to  fulfil  the  obligations  of  friendship  towards  his  Highness . 
the  Peishwa  in  the  hour  of  adversity,  and  an  anxious  solici- 
tude to  preserve  the  Mahratta  empire  from  a  condition  of 
anarchy,  which  must  have  proved  highly  dangerous  to  all  the 
contiguous  states  of  India,  I,  therefore,  readily  consented  to 
the  united  wishes  of  the  Peishwa  and  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah, 
and  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  accordingly  proceeded,  under 
the  protection  of  the  British  power,  to  Bassein.  His  High- 
ness subsequently  concluded  engagements  with  the  British 
Government  on  principles  calculated  to  secure  the  stability 
of  his  just  authority  in  the  Mahratta  empire ;  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  several  subordinate  chieftains  of  that  empire; 
and  the  future  tranquilhty  and  prosperity  of  the  state. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  this  arrangement,  a  considera- 
ble detachment  of  British  troops,  which  had  been  stationed 
on  the  frontier  of  Mysore,  with  a  view  to  the  protection  and 
defence  of  the  British  dominions,  was  directed  to  march  from 
the  frontier  of  Mysore  to  Poonah,  and  the  British  subsidiary 
force  serving  with  bis  Highness  the  Nizam,  joined  by  a  con- 
siderable body  of  the  Nizam's  forces,  was  assembled  on  the 
frontier  of  the  Nizam's  dominions  for  the  same  purpose.  At 
the  same  time  amicable  remonstrances  were  addressed  to  Jes- 
wunt  Rao  Holkar ;  and  assurances  were  conveyed  to  him  by 
the  British  Resident  at  Poonah,  of  the  sincere  disposition  of 
the  British  Government  to  mediate  between  him  and  the 
Peishwa  and  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  on  just  and  reasonable 
terms,  with  the  consent  and  knowledge  of  all  parties. 

The  object  of  these  proceedings  was  to  restore  order  and 
tranquillity,  and  to  conciliate  the  concurrence  of  the  contend- 
ing chiefs  in  such  a  system  of  mutual  justice,  reason,  and 
moderation,  as  might  secure  the  continuance  of  peace. 

These  measures  have  induced  Jeswunt   Rao   Holkar  to 
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withdraw  his  troops  from  the  city  of  Poonah,  and  have  re- 
moved every  obstacle  to  the  return  of  his  Highness  the 
Feiflhwa  to  his  capital  in  the  full  exercise  of  his  authority. 
The  attention  of  the  British  Government  will  now  he  directed 
to  the  efficient  accomplishment  of  the  arrangements  concluded 
by  the  treaty  of  Bassein.  For  your  information,  with  regard 
to  the  engagements  contracted  by  bis  Highness  the  Petshwa, 
I  transmit  to  you,  enclosed,  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein,* 
containing  every  article  and  stipulation  of  that  engagement. 
This  explicit  communication  will  afford  you  an  additional 
proof  of  my  fiiendship  and  respect.  You  will  be  enabled  by 
the  copy  of  the  treaty,  and  by  this  letter,  to  ascertain  the  full 
extent  of  all  my  views  and  intentions  with  regard  to  the 
Mahratta  power. 

An  examination  of  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  treaty  will  de- 
monstrate the  justice,  moderation,  and  honourable  policy  of 
that  engagement ;  and  a  review  of  the  late  transactions  in  the 
Mahratta  empire  will  be  sufficient  to  convince  you  that  the 
interposition  of  the  aid  of  the  British  Government,  for  the 
restoration  of  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  to  the  musnud  of 
Poonah,  far  irom  having  a  tendency  to  subvert  the  order  of 
the  Mahratta  state,  afforded  the  only  means  of  averting  con- 
fusion, and  of  providing  for  the  future  security  and  tranquil- 
lity of  every  branch  of  the  Mahratta  power. 

Experience  has  already  manifested  the  inability  of  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah  to  resist  the  attacks  of  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar; 
and  the  views  of  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  have  been  demon- 
strated by  his  attempt  to  destroy  the  Peishwa's  Government, 
and  to  assume  the  entire  authority  of  the  Mahratta  empire. 

Great  danger  must  have  menaced  the  several  states  under 
such  circumstances.  From  the  hazard  of  this  calamity,  the 
Mahratta  empire  bas  been  preserved  by  the  seasonable  inter- 
position of  the  British  Government,  which  has  provided  for 
the  restoration  and  stability  of  the  Peishwa's  just  authority, 
and  has  afforded  additional  security  for  the  legitimate  and 
separate  rights  of  the  feudatory  chiefluns  of  the  empire. 
Under  the  treaty  of  Bassein  (particularly  by  the  9th  article) 
those  chieftains  are  efiectually  protected  against  any  molesta- 
tion either  on  the  part  of  his  Highness  the  Peishwa,  or  of 

*  See  A|>pei)diz. 
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the  British  Government,  unless  any  chief  should  place  him- 
self in  the  condition  of  a  public  enemy  to  the  state.  At  the 
same  time  an  option  ii  afforded  to  all  the  prindpal  chieftuna 
of  participating  in  the  benefits  of  the  defensive  alliance.  The 
constitution  of  the  Mabratta  state,  and  the  authority  of  rari- 
ous  precedents,  haTe  estabbshed  the  independent  right  of  his 
Highness  the  Peishwa  to  contract  with  foreign  powers  all 
such  engagements  as  shall  not  affect  the  separate  rights  and 
interests  of  his  feudatory  cbieftains ;  that  right  is  inherent  in 
the  supreme  executive  authority  of  the  Mabratta  state. 

Under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  I  deem  it  necessary 
to  signify  to  you  my  intention  of  establishing  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  now  concluded  with  his  Highness  the  Peishwa, 
Any  attempt  on  the  part  of  any  state  or  power  to  obstruct  the 
operation  of  that  treaty,  must  be  deemed  an  act  of  hostility 
against  the  combined  interests  of  the  Pebbwa  and  the  British 
Government. 

My  objects  are  to  secure  the  British  dominions  and  those 
of  our  ally  the  Nizam  from  the  dangers  of  contiguous  anarchy 
and  confusion;  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  friendship  towards  our 
ally  the  Peisbwa;  and  to  provide  at  the  same  time  kf  the 
safety  of  the  several  branches  of  the  Mabratta  empite  Irith- 
out  disturbing  the  constitutional  form  of  the  state,  and  without 
affecting  the  legitimate  independence  of  its  feudatory  chiet 
tains.  This  course  of  policy  must  tend  to  strengthen  the 
bonds  of  amity  and  alliance  with  the  state  of  Berar,  as  well 
as  with  every  other  branch  of  the  Mabratta  power. 

If  a  just  regard  to  the  real  interests  and  prosperity  of  your 
Government  should  dispose  you  to  conclude  defensive  en- 
gagements with  the  Honourable  Company  similar  to  those 
which  have  been  contracted  by  bis  Highness  the  Peisbwa,  I 
shall  be  ready  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  with  you  for  that 
purpose.  The  ties  of  friendship,  however,  will  not  be  re- 
laxed  by  any  declaration  of  your  disposition  to  remain  uncon- 
nected  with  the  powers  now  allied  by  the  treaties  of  Hyder- 
abad and  Bassein ;  whatever  may  be  your  determination  with 
regard  to  this  part  of  my  present  proposal,  I  shall  continue 
to  maintain  with  cordial  solicitude  the  relations  of  amity  and 
pence  which  have  subsisted  between  the  British  Govenmient 
and  the  state  of  Berar. 

It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  you  have  viewed  the  con- 
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duct  of  the  British  GovemmeDt  in  the  restoration  of  the 
Peishwai  with  jealousy  and  suspicion,  and  that  you  are  assi- 
duously employed  in  eDdeaTouring  to  form  a  confederacy  for 
the  purpose  of  frustrating  the  benefioal  operation  of  the 
treaty  of  Bassein. 

The  acknowledged  prudence  and  discretion  of  your  cha- 
racter ;  your  wisdom  and  experience,  your  approved  friend- 
ship, combined  with  the  conscious  sense  of  my  just  regard 
for  your  rights  and  independence,  preclude  any  suspicion  in 
my  mind  of  your  intentions  and  conduct.  I,  therefore,  con- 
clude that  you  will  continue  to  regard  the  British  power  with 
that  confidence  and  esteem  wliich  our  uniform  conduct  to- 
wards you  justly  demands. 

To  this  candid  declaration  of  my  sentiments,  it  may,  how- 
ever, be  proper  to  add  a  distinct  view  of  my  future  intentions. 
Any  military  preparations  on  your  part,  any  combmation  of 
your  power  with  that  of  any  other  state,  directed  to  the  sub- 
Tersion  of  the  arrangement  lately  concloded  with  the  Peishwa 
will  be  followed  by  corresponding  measures  of  precaution 
and  security  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government. 

Unaroidable  circumstances  have  hitherto  prevented  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Webbe,  whom  I  have  selected  to  he  the 
representative  of  this  Government  at  your  Court.  Mr. 
Webbe,  however,  will  proceed  to  Nagpore,  and  on  his  ar- 
rival, will  be  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  all 
questions  depending  between  you  and  the  British  Govern- 
ment. 

In  the  mean  while  I  trust  that  you  will  return  a  speedy  and 
amicable  reply  to  this  finendly  letter. 

Wellesley. 
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The  Marqueu  ffelietleg  to  Bajah  Raggqjee  Bhwitlah,  Rqjak  <tf  Betar. 

Fort  Wmiam,  May  22Bd,  1803. 
I  have  bad  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter*  in  reply  to 
mine. 

I  derived  particular  satisfaction  from  the  assurances  con- 
tained in  that  letter ;  in  which  you  have  declared,  "  that  the 
relations  of  sincere  friendship,  harmony  and  concord  have, 
during  a  long  period  of  time,  subsisted  between  the  two 
slates,  so  firmly  as  to  have  admitted  of  no  dififerences  of  in- 
terest between  them,  and  that  no  separation  of  them  will 
occur."  These  amicable  assurances  confirmed  my  convicuon 
that  no  measures  would  be  adopted  by  you,  of  a  nature  to 
disturb  the  harmony  and  good  understanding  so  happily  sub- 
sisting between  your  government  and  that  of  the  Honourable 
Company.  My  surprize  and  disappointment  have,  therefore, 
been  proportionably  excited  by  the  communication  which  I 
have  received  of  a  letter  from  you  to  Azim  ul  Omrah,  in 
which  you  had  distinctly  declared  your  intention  of  proceed- 
ing to  meet  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  for  the  express  purpose  of 
forming  a  confederacy  with  that  chieftain  and  Jeswunt  Ruo 
Holkar,  directed  to  the  subversion  of  the  arrangement  con- 
cluded between  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  and  the  British 
Government,  for  the  restoration  of  his  Highness  to  the 
musnud  of  Poonah. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  Azim  ul  Omrah,f  for  the 
purpose  of  satisfying  you  that  I  have  not  proceeded  to  act 
without  a  fiill  knowledge  of  your  conduct  and  intentions. 

I  have  also  received  inteUigence  that  you  have  entered 
your  tents,  and  you  have  commenced  your  march  with  the 
main  body  of  your  army  in  the  direction  of  his  Highness  the 
Nizam's  territory. 

My  letter  of  the  ISthJ  instant  will  apprize  you  of  my  deter- 
mined resolution  to  resist  the  execution  of  any  design  on  the 
part  of  any  of  the  Mahratta  chieftiuns,  to  impede  the  accom- 
plishment of  tlie  arrangements  lately  concluded  between  the 

'  Sec  Appcodix.  t  See  App«udix.  \  See  p.  99. 
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British  Government  and  his  Highness  the  Peishwa.  These 
arrangements  have  been  concluded  in  concert  with  his  High- 
ness the  Nizam,  the  ally  of  the  British  state,  and  under  the 
engagementa  subsisting  between  bis  Highness  the  Nizam 
and  the  British  Ciovemment,  the  march  of  your  troops  into 
the  territory  of  the  Nizam  will  be  considered  to  be  an  act  of 
aggression,  on  your  part,  both  against  his  Highness  the  Nizam 
and  the  British  power. 

Under  the  obligations  of  existing  engagements  it  will, 
therefore,  be  my  duty  to  retaliate  on  your  possessions  the 
unjustifiable  violation  of  the  territory  of  the  friend  and  ally 
of  the  Company,  unless  you  shall  immediately  retire  with  your 
array  within  the  limits  of  your  own  dominions. 

I,  therefore,  earnestly  exhort  you  to  return  peaceably  into 
your  territories,  and  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  fiiU  conununi- 
cation  which  I  have  made  to  you  of  the  treaty  concluded  with 
the  Peishwa  and  of  the  ulterior  views  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. It  is  my  earnest  desire  to  maintun  the  relations  of 
araity  and  concord  between  you  and  the  British  Government, 
but  the  state  of  your  military  preparstiona  and  the  intelli- 
gence of  your  march  towards  the  territory  of  his  Highness 
the  Nizam  have  compelled  me  to  assemble  a  considerable 
body  of  British  forces  on  the  frontier  of  your  dominions  as  a 
measure  of  necessary  precaution. 

It  will  depend  on  your  conduct  whether  the  ties  of  friend- 
ship between  the  two  states  shall  remain  inriolate,  or  shall 
be  dissolved. 

My  wish  is  to  preserve  peace,  but  I  will  not  suffer  the  just 
rights  of  the  British  Government  to  be  violated  with  impunity. 
You  will  attend  to  this  friendly  admonition,  and  hereafl^er  you 
will  receive  with  cordiality  the  communications  which  will  be 
made  to  you  by  a  respectable  person,  whom  I  propose  to 
despatch  to  you,  with  the  most  explicit  assurances  of  my 
regard  and  esteem. 

Wbllesley. 
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jV.  B.  Edmotulo»e,  Etq.,  Seeretarf  to  Gaeernmeia,  to  lAtM-Ctimui  Clme, 
Bendcnt  at  P««nah, 

Sir,  Fon  WUUam,  30th  Uvj,  1803. 

With  a  view  to  Airnish  you,  at  the  earUeat  moment,  with 
the  instnictiona  of  the  Goveroor-General  for  your  guidance 
upon  the  expected  return  of  his  Highnesa  the  Peisbwa  to 
Poonah,  I  forwarded  to  yoa  on  the  Tth  instant  by  his  Excel- 
kncy'a  comBiand,  a  note  containing  the  general  tenor  of  the 
measures  proposed  to  be  pursued  in  the  present  posture  of 
affairs  in  the  Mahratta  empire.  *  The  GoTemor-General  is 
satisfied  that  the  eaxly  circulation  of  that  note  will  have  eiv- 
abled  you  and  all  the  subordinate  authorities  to  which  it  was 
comnunicated,  to  act  in  concert  under  the  proposed  plan ; 
and  I  am  now  commanded  by  hia  Excellency  to  state  to  you, 
in  detail,  the  direetiona  necessary  for  the  further  r«gulatt<Hi 
of  your  conduct,  and  for  the  guidance  of  the  Honourable 
Major-General  WeUesley. 

His  Excellency  concludes  that  the  Peiahwa's  restoration  to 
the  muanud  of  Poonah  will  have  been  accompanied  by  the 
most  public  demonstrationa  of  ceremony  and  reapect  on  the 
part  of  the  British  authorities  at  that  station,  and  the  Gorer- 
nor-General  has  issued  orders,  which  will  afford  to  the  Peisb- 
wa an  ample  testimony  of  the  cordiality  and  zeal  with  which 
the  British  Govemment  has  entered  into  this  happy  alliance 
with  the  Mahratta  power. 

The  Governor-General  intends  at  a  future  period  of  time 
to  review,  in  a  more  particular  manner,  the  principles  on 
which  the  treaty  of  Baaaein  ia  founded,  the  objects  to  which 
it  is  directed,  and  the  meana  by  which  the  stability  of  our  al- 
liance with  the  Mahrattaa  ia  to  be  maintained. 

I  am  commanded,  however,  by  his  Excellency,  to  apprize 
you  at  this  early  season,  of  the  general  scope  of  his  intentions 
and  views  in  concluding  this  important  arrangement. 

*  The  note  referred  to  hss  not  been  printed,  aa  it  \t  incorporated  in 
ihe  present  despatch,  and  would  therefore  be  sn  unnecessary  repe- 
tUion.— [Erf.] 
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The  (lestnicHoD  of  the  hostile  power  of  Mysore,  accompa- 
nied by  the  consolidation  of  our  alliance  with  the  Court  of 
Hyderabad,  left  no  possible  antagonist  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment among  the  native  states  in  India,  excepting  the  Mah-> 
ratta  power. 

The  Mahratta  states  unconnected  with  any  European  ally, 
could  never  become  formidable  to  the  British  Government, 
excepting  in  the  event  of  an  actual  union  of  the  feudal  chiefs 
under  an  efficient  sovereign  power;  or  in  the  event  of  a  revo- 
lution, which  should  unite  the  command  of  the  resources  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  Mahratta  territory  in  the  hands  of  an 
active  and  enterprising  chief.  Such  events  (however  desirable 
it  might  be  to  avert  them)  might  have  been  encountered  without 
apprehension  by  the  British  Govenunent  in  the  present  com- 
manding posture  of  its  foreign  relations,  and  in  the  vigorous 
condition  of  its  internal  resources  uid  concentrated  strength. 

But  it  was  obriously  prudent  to  employ  every  endeavour  to 
effect  such  an  arrangement  as  sboidd  preclude  the  onion  of 
the  Mahratta  states  under  any  circumstances  which  might 
menace  interruption  to  the  tranquillity  of  our  possessions,  or 
of  those  of  our  allies  and  dependents,  especially.of  the  Nizam, 
and  the  Rajah  of  Mysore. 

The  most  efiectual  arrangement  with  a  view  to  this  impor- 
tant object,  appeared  to  be  an  intimate  alltance  with  the  ac- 
knowledged sovereign  power  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  founded 
upon  principles  which  should  render  the  British  influence 
and  military  force  the  main  support  c^  that  power.  Such  an 
arrangement  appears  to  afford  the  best  security  for  preserv- 
htg  a  due  balance  between  the  several  states  constituting  the 
confederacy  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  as  well  as  for  preventing 
any  dangerous  union  or  diversion  of  the  resources  of  that 
entire.  You  will,  therefore,  understand  that  the  principal 
object  to  be  accomplished  by  the  operation  of  the  treaty  of 
Bassein,  is  the  prevention  of  any  hostile  union  of  the  Mah- 
ratta states,  under  the  sovereign  power  of  the  empire,  agunst 
the  British  Government  or  its  allies. 

The  same  policy  required  that  the  operation  of  the  treaty 
should  be  so  directed  as  to  prevent  the  aggrandizement  of 
any  individual  chief,  or  the  combination  of  any  number  of 
chiefs,  under  circumstances  adverse  to  the  authority  of  the 
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Feishwa,  or  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  territories  of  the  Com- 
pany, its  dependants,  and  allies. 

The  treaty  restores  the  legitimate  power  of  the  Peishwa  on 
the  foundation  of  our  support,  and  establishes  our  influence 
as  the  channel  of  mediation  and  protection  for  the  munte- 
nance  of  the  separate  rights  and  interests  of  the  confederated 
chiefs. 

Your  discretion  and  experience  will  sufficiently  indicate  to 
you  the  real  nature  of  our  situation  in  regard  to  the  operation 
of  the  treaty  on  these  points.  You  will  observe  that  it  is 
neither  consistent  with  the  principle,  nor  necessary  to  the 
objects  of  the  treaty,  to  exercise  any  influence  in  the  internal 
a£^rs  of  the  Peishwa's  immediate  government  of  a  nature  in- 
jurious to  his  dignity  and  independence,  or  offensive  to  his 
prejudices,  or  pride.  You  will  endeavour  to  satisfy  his  High- 
ness that  bis  real  and  legitimate  power  is  effectually  secured 
by  this  alliance,  and  that  he  may  confidently  expect,  under 
the  operation  of  his  engagements  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment, to  enjoy  that  tranquillity  and  security,  accompanied  by 
respect  and  honour,  which  he  has  never  experienced  under 
the  degrading  influence  of  his  own  subjects,  servants,  and 
feudatory  chieftains,  and  which  be  could  never  have  attained 
under  the  protection  of  Scindiah,  or  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  or 
under  any  pacification  with  the  rebel  Holkar,  or  with  the 
traitor  Amrut  Rao. 

In  demonstrating  to  the  Peishwa  the  benefits  of  his  new 
alliance,  you  will  not  fiul  to  advert  to  the  advantages  which 
have  been  enjoyed  by  the  Nizam,  since  the  conclusion  of 
similar  engagements  with  the  British  power.  You  will  des- 
cribe the  uniform  disposition  which  the  British  Government 
has  manifested  to  maintain  inviolate  the  dignity  and  honour 
of  the  Nizam,  and  to  abstain  from  any  infringement  of  his 
Highness's  just  authority  within  his  own  dominions. 

It  must  be  evident  to  the  Peishwa,  that  while  the  indepen- 
dent authority  of  the  Nizam  over  his  own  subjects,  and  the 
trnal  order  of  hia  dominions  and  government  have  been 
isiderably  improved,  the  power  and  importance  of  the 
art  of  Hyderabad  among  the  states  of  India  have  been 
atly  augmented  by  the  Nizam's  connection  with  the  British 
vemment.     The  continued  security  of  the  Nizam's  domi- 
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nions  (under  the  protection  of  the  Company)  from  the  en- 
croaching spirit  of  the  neighbonring  powers,  must  have  been 
remarked  by  the  Peiahwa  in  the  course  of  the  various  trans- 
actions which  have  passed  between  the  Mabratta  states  and 
the  Nizam  since  the  year  1798. 

The  Peishwa  must  have  remarked  that  the  protection  of 
the  British  Government  has  preserved  the  Nizam  from  the 
rapacity,  ambition,  and  treachery  of  Scindiah,  and  of  other 
Mahratta  powers ;  and  that  every  sinister  project  of  the  Mah- 
ratta  states  against  the  Nizam  has  been  frustrated  by  the 
vigilance  and  strength  of  the  British  Government.  If  the 
deatb  of  the  Nizam  sbould  happen,  and  the  succession  of 
Secunder  Jah  sbould  take  place,  you  will  direct  the  Pebh- 
wa's  particular  attention  to  the  justice,  moderation,  and 
honourable  spirit  of  public  faith,  which  the  British  Govern- 
ment will  have  displayed  in  the  unconditional  establishment  of 
Secunder  Jah  on  the  musnud  of  Hyderabad ;  and  you  will 
contrast  the  order  and  regularity  of  the  established  system  of 
affairs  at  Hyderabad  with  the  confusions  which  have  dis- 
tracted the  state  of  Poonah,  and  which  must  have  endangered 
its  existence,  if  the  Peishwa  bad.  not  solicited  and  obtained 
the  powerful  and  seasonable  protection  of  the  Company. 

In  reviewing  the  probable  effect  of  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty  of  Bassein,  you  will  observe,  that  while  they  are  calcu- 
lated to  protect  the  authority  of  the  Peishwa  from  the  en- 
croachment of  the  great  feudatory  chiefs,  the  most  effectual 
security  is  also  provided  for  the  preservation  of  the  respective 
interests  and  possessions  of  those  chiefs  within  the  just  limits 
of  their  separate  dominions  and  authorities. 

It  is  a  principal  object  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  to  prevent 
the  sovereign  power  of  the  Mahratla  states,  or  the  power  of 
any  great  branch  of  the  Mahratta  empire  from  passing  into 
the  bands  of  France. 

To  this  object,  in  all  its  relations,  yotur  constant  and  unre- 
mitting vigilance  must  be  directed.  The  Governor^General 
trusts  that  the  operation  of  the  treaty  must  immediately  ex- 
clude the  French  from  the  counsels  and  armies  of  the  Peish- 
wa, and  gradually  from  those  of  every  Mahratta  power,  which 
shall  resort  to  the  British  protection  for  the  preservation  of 
its  separate  station  in  the  Mahratta  empire. 

It  may  be  reasonably  expected  that  all  the  Mahratta  states 
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will  speedily  discover  the  advantages  of  resorting  to  that  pro- 
tection which  ofiers  the  beet  attainable  security  for  the  pre- 
servation of  their  respective  possessions  and  interests,  with 
the  least  possible  sacrifice  of  prejudice  or  pride. 

Beyond  the  limits  of  the  principles  and  views  stated  in 
the  preceding  paragraphs,  the  Govemur-General  wishes  that 
the  British  Government  should  abstain  jrom  all  interference 
in  the  external  affairs  of  the  Mahratta  states. 

In  stating  to  you  the  detailed  instructions  of  the  Governor- 
General  for  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  the  follow- 
ing objects  appear  to  require  special  attention. 

1st.  The  restoration  of  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  to 
the  due  exercise  of  his  regular  authority  in  the  Mahratta 
empire. 

Sndly.  The  effectual  exercise  of  the  rights  of  mediation 
and  guarantee  acquired  by  the  British  Government  under  the 
treaty  of  Bassein,  or  originating  in  the  measures  adopted  by 
the  British  Government  for  the  restoration  of  his  Highness 
•  the  Peishwa  to  the  musnud  of  Poonah,  without  exciting  the 
jealousy,  or  offending  the  pride  of  the  Peishwa,  ot  of  other 
Mahratta  chieftiuns. 

Under  this  head  may  be  classed  the  exertion  of  your  en- 
deavours to  mitigate  the  resentment  of  his  Highness  agMnst 
Amrut  Rao  and  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar,  and  to  obtain  from 
bis  Highness  such  concessions  in  favour  of  each  of  those 
chieftains  as  may  be  calculated  to  conciliate  their  submission 
to  his  Highness's  authority. 

Srdly.  To  establish  the  subsidiary  force  in  exact  con- 
formity to  the  treaty,  and  to  provide  for  the  return  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  forces  employed  in  the  restoration  of  the 
Peishwa  to  their  respective  stations,  or  for  the  disposal  of 
such  part  of  those  forces  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  employ  f<Hr 
the  completion  and  security  of  the  arrangement  concluded  with 
his  Highness  the  Peishwa. 

4thly.  To  provide  for  the  security  of  his  Highness  the 
Nizam's  dominions  against  any  attack  on  the  part  of  Scindiah 
or  of  Holkar. 

Stbly.  To  provide  for  the  complete  occupation  by  the 
Company's  officers  of  the  districts  ceded  by  his  Highness  the 
Peishwa. 

It  may  be  expected  that   the  Peishwa  will  be  solicitous 
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to  pronde  for  tbe  efiectual  re-establisbment  of  his  authority, 
hy  proceeding  to  appoint  proper  officers  for  conducting  the 
details  of  his  administration.  But  it  may  be  proper  that  you 
should  afford  to  his  Highness  the  henefit  of  your  advice  in 
framing  the  arrangementB  necessary  for  that  purpose ;  at  the 
same  Ume  you  will  employ  your  utmost  endeavours  to  satisfy 
bis  Higfaness's  mind  of  the  resolution  of  tbe  British  Govern- 
ment to  abstain  from  all  interference  in  the  details  of  his  ad- 
ministration, and  to  maintain  his  dignity  and  independence. 
This  object,  however,  may  he  difficult  of  attainment,  when 
combined  with  the  absolute  necessity  of  securing  the  effectual 
mediation  of  the  British  Government  in  the  manner  described 
under  tbe  second  head,  especially  in  favour  of  the  several 
Jaggeerdars  who  have  manifested  a  disposition  to  co-operate 
with  the  British  troops  in  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa  to 
the  musnud  of  Poonah,  and  to  whom  the  faith  of  the  British 
Government  may  have  been  pledged  for  the  exertion  of  its 
influence  with  the  Peishwa  for  the  attainment  of  any  conces- 
sions in  their  favour,  or  for  tbe  future  security  of  their  just 
and  acknowledged  rights. 

The  Peishwa  must  be  aware  that  the  complete  con- 
Bohdation  of  his  power  will  depend  in  a  considerable  degree 
on  the  successful  exertion  of  bis  endeavours  to  conciliate  the 
allegiance  and  attachment  of  tbe  Jaggeerdars,  who  occupy  so 
large  a  portion  of  bis  territory ;  and  this  consideration  may 
induce  his  Highness  to  admit  the  mediation  of  the  British 
Government  in  favour  of  such  of  the  Jaggeerdars  as  have  ea- 
tablisbed  a  claim  to  it  by  their  attachment  to  the  Feishwa's 
cause. 

Considerations  connected  with  the  consolidation  of  his 
Highness's  power  may  also  favour  the  success  of  your  en- 
deavours to  obtain  from  the  Peishwa  such  concessions  as  may 
induce  Ammt  Rao  and  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  to  submit  to  his 
authority. 

The  GovemoT-GeDeral  does  not  possess  tbe  means  of  sug- 
gesting the  nature  and  extent  of  the  concessions  which  it  may 
be  expedient  to  solicit  from  the  Peishwa  in  favour  of  AmnU 
Rao  and  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar ;  that  point  must  necessarily 
be  regulated  by  tbe  expectations  and  the  disposition  of  both 
parties,  and  hy  the  relative  rank  and  reasonable  pretensions 
of  those  chieftains. 
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The  characteristic  iosincerity  of  Bajy  Rao  will,  however, 
preclude  all  confidence  in  his  offers  and  engagements,  un- 
less they  shall  be  secured  by  the  mediation  and  guarantee  of 
the  British  Government. 

The  effectual  and  equitable  exercise  of  our  mediation  and 
guarantee  between  the  Peisbwa  and  bis  subordinate  chieftuns 
is,  therefore,  equally  necessary  for  the  consolidation  of  faia 
Higbness's  authority,  and  for  the  stability  •(  the  arrangements 
concluded  under  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  and  both  must  depend 
upon  the  address  with  which  the  British  Government  shall 
assume  the  protection  of  all  the  contending  parties,  without 
exciting  the  jealousy  of  any  one  of  them. 

All  unnecessary  interference,  therefore,  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Mahratta  state,  should  be  carefully  avoided,  and  every  act  of 
necessary  interposition  on  our  part  should  be  accompanied 
with  a  distinct  and  demmistrative  explanation  of  the  equitable 
principles  on  which  it  is  founded,  and  of  the  just  and  salutary 
objects  to  which  it  is  directed. 

If  any  of  the  Peisbwa's  immediate  dependents,  or  Aumils, 
should  refuse  to  submit  to  his  authority,  even  under  the  f^th 
of  the  British  guarantee,  measures  must  be  adopted  to  com- 
pel their  submission. 

The  subsidiary  force  to  be  permanently  stationed  at  Poo- 
nab  for  the  protection  of  the  Peishwa's  person  and  govern- 
ment, should  be  estabhshed  as  soon  as  possible,  in  exact  con- 
formity to  the  stipulation  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein.  It  would 
certainly  be  desirable  to  extend,  and  to  compose  it  in  a  manner 
precisely  similar  to  the  subsidiary  force  at  Hyderabad ;  but 
this  object  must  be  pursued  with  a  careful  regard  to  the 
general  ludnciple  of  suppressing  all  emotions  of  jealousy  in 
the  minds  either  of  the  Peishwa  or  of  any  of  the  Mahratta 
chieftains. 

Any  state  of  affairs  in  the  Mahratta  empire  affecting  the 
stability  of  the  Peishwa's  authority  may  induce  his  Highness 
to  desire  the  extension  of  the  subsidiary  force,  and  may  ap- 
pear to  the  Mahratta  chieflains  to  afford  a  sufficient  motive 
for  the  adoption  of  that  measure  without  exciting  in  their 
minds  a  suspicion  that  it  is  dictated  by  any  other  views  than 
those  really  entertauied  by  the  British  Government,  and  dis- 
tinctly declared  in  the  treaty  of  Bassein. 
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The  a^tation  of  this  question  ia  left  to  the  exercise  of 
your  judgment  and  discretion. 

The  honourable  Major-General  Wellealey  will  for  the  pre- 
sent appoint  the  officer  to  command  the  aubeidiary  force.  The 
command  of  the  subsidiary  force  at  Poonah  and  Hyderabad 
respectively,  will  hereafter  be  filled  directly  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Governor-General  in  council. 

It  is  extremely  desirable  that  the  British  troops  employed 
for  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa  to  the  musnud  of  Poonah, 
(with  the  exception  of  the  subsidiary  force,)  should  quit  the 
Mabratta  territories,  and  repair  to  their  allotted  stations  at 
the  earliest  practicable  period  of  time,  consistent  with  the 
complete  accomplishment  and  security  of  the  arrangement 
concluded  under  the  treaty  of  Bassein.  Independently  of  the 
important  object  of  enabling  the  British  Government  to  apply 
that  portion  of  its  military  establbhment  which  has  been  em- 
ployed for  the  Peishwa's  restoration  to  other  eventual  exigen- 
cies of  the  public  service,  the  early  adoption  of  this  measure 
would  tend  to  satisfy  the  Mahratta  chieftains  and  Jageerdars 
that  the  British  Government  entertains  no  views  beyond  the 
express  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein. 

The  separation  and  disposal  of  the  troops  must,  however, 
depend  on  the  proceedings  of  Scindiah  and  Holkar,  and  on 
the  degree  in  which  his  Highness  the  Peishwa's  authority 
shall  be  recognized  and  established  throughout  the  territories 
subject  to  his  dominion. 

It  will  not  be  prudent  to  separate  the  army,  unless  Scindiah 
shall  either  have  recrosaed  the  Nerbuddah,  with  his  troops, 
or  shall  have  afforded  some  unequivocal  proof  of  his  intention 
to  retrain  from  any  attempt  to  disturb  the  arrangement  con- 
cluded between  the  British  Government  and  bis  Highness  the 
Peishwa. 

The  proceedings  of  the  honourable  Major-General  Wel- 
lesley  must  be  regulated  in  a  great  measure  by  the  informa- 
tion which  he  may  receive  from  the  Resident  with  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah,  with  regard  to  the  effect  produced  on  Scin- 
diah by  the  representations  which  Colonel  Collins  haa  been 
instructed  to  make  to  that  chieftain. 

If  those  representations  should  not  have  the  effect  of  de- 
terring Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  from  the  prosecution  of  his  in- 
tended march  with  the  whole  body  of  his  army  to  Poonah, 
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Major-General   Wellesley    must    adopt    hostile    operations 
against  that  chieftain. 

Every  amicable  endeavour  must,  however,  be  employed  to 
dissuade  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  from  the  prosecution  of  his 
march  to  Poonah.  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General  is 
anxious  that  no  hostile  operations  against  Scindiah  should  be 
commenced  on  the  part  of  the  British  troops,  until  the  last 
extremity.  But  if  you  and  Major-General  Wellesley  should 
be  convinced  of  the  hostile  intentions  of  Scindiah,  the  army 
must  be  actually  employed  in  compelling  Scindiah  to  retreat 
across  the  Nerbudd^.  In  that  event,  or  if  any  probabihty 
of  such  an  event  should  appear,  the  earliest  information 
should  be  transmitted  to  his  Excellency  General  Lake,  who 
will  be  prepared  at  a  proper  season  to  employ  the  troops 
under  his  immediate  command  in  military  operations  within 
the  possessions  of  Scindiah  in  the  north-western  quarter  of 
Hindostan. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  that  Scindiah  should  incur  the  hazard 
of  hostilities  with  the  British  power,  unless  assured  of  the 
co-operation  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  of  Jeswunt  Rao 
Holkar,  nor  that  Scindiah  should  proceed  to  Poonah  for  hos- 
tile purposes,  without  being  joined  by  the  forces  of  one  or 
both  of  those  chieftains,  Notwithstanding  the  repeated  re- 
ports of  the  actual  combination  of  those  chieftains  for  pur- 
poses hostile  to  the  British  interests,  his  Excellency  the 
Governor-General  continues  to  discredit  the  truth  of  such 
rumours.  Many  of  the  circumstances  related  for  the  pur- 
pose of  accrediting  these  rumours  are  manifest  fabrications ; 
and  the  object  of  the  Mahrattas  in  circulating  the  report  of 
the  existence  of  a  general  confederacy  of  such  a  description, 
being  evidently  to  intimidate  the  British  Government  and  its 
allies,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  British  officer,  civil  and  military, 
to  employ  his  utmost  efforts  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the 
dissemination  of  opinions  calculated  to  impair  the  interests  of 
our  country  in  India,  to  encourage  our  enemies,  and  to  de- 
press the  spirit  of  our  friends.  The  terror  of  the  British 
name  will  preclude  such  combinations,  if  the  confidence  of 
our  allies  be  not  shaken  by  the  manifest  decline  of  our  own 
fortitude  and  decision  in  the  season  of  our  utmost  glory  and 
power.  A  premature  disposition  on  our  part  to  credit  the 
possibility  of  the  supposed  confederacy  may  create  the  evil, 
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of  which  it  supposes  the  existence,  and  may  animate  the 
counsels  of  our  secret  enemies  with  a  spirit  of  audacity  and 
rashness,  which  may  demand  an  efPortof  our  superior  strength. 
It  is,  therefore,  the  positive  order  of  the  Governor-General, 
that  you  use  the  most  active  exertions  to  discountenance 
the  rumours  (which  have  heen  so  assiduously  circulated,)  of 
the  existence  of  an  hostile  confederacy  between  Scindiah, 
Ragogee  Booslah,  and  Holkar,  against  the  British  power. 
If  you  should  ohtain  authentic  intelligence  of  such  an  event, 
the  Governor-General  directs  you  to  communicate  it  to  the 
secretary  in  the  secret  department  at  Fort  William,  and  to 
Major-General  Wellesley;  but  his  Excellency  trusts  that 
your  discretion  and  prudence,  combined  with  your  zeal  for 
the  public  service,  will  induce  you  to  discourage  the  belief  of 
such  an  event  in  every  other  quarter. 

Even  if  such  a  combination  should  take  place,  no  danger 
can  be  apprehended  from  it  to  the  British  interests ;  indeed, 
it  is  not  credible,  that  even  with  such  a  combination,  the  Mah- 
ratta  chiefs  would  venture  to  encounter  the  British  power. 
His  Excellency,  however,  adverting  to  every  means  of  pre- 
venting such  a  conspiracy,  or  of  restraining  its  operation,  has 
addressed  a  remonstrance  to  ^e  Rajah  of  Berar  in  terms 
corresponding  with  the  representations  which  the  Resident 
with  Dowlut  Kao  Scindiah  has  heen  instructed  to  make  to 
Sidndiah,  and  has  directed  the  post  of  Midnapore  to  be 
strengthened,  with  a  view  to  alarm  the  Rajah  of  Berar  for 
the  safety  of  the  province  of  Cuttack. 

The  practicability  of  impeding  the  junction  of  Scindiah 
and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  if  those  chieftains  should  actually 
march  for  that  purpose,  is  a  question  of  a  military  nature,  the 
decision  of  which  must  either  have  been  determined  already 
by  the  judgment  of  the  honourable  Majco'-General  Wellesley, 
or  must  tiow  remain  for  his  decision.  If  Scindiah,  however, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  should  seriously 
meditate  hostilities,  the  operations  of  their  combined  forces 
will  probably  be  directed,  in  the  first  instance,  against  the 
possessions  of  his  Highness  the  Nizam.  It  will  be  necessary, 
in  that  event,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  practicable, 
to  provide  both  for  the  defence  of  his  Highness's  dominions, 
and  for  the  protection  of  Poonah,  which  in  the  absence  of  the 
main  body  of  the  British   troops,  may  be  exposed  to  the 
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attempts  of  Jeawunt  Rao  Holkar,  acting  in  that  direction, 
either  singly,  or  in  concert  with  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of 
Berar. 

His  Excellency  deems  it  necessary  to  state  the  various 
possible  plans  of  military  operations  which  in  the  sup- 
posed event  of  an  hostile  confederacy  among  those  chief- 
tains, they  may  resolve  to  undertake.  His  Excellency  is 
satisfied  that  the  vigilance  and  discemment  of  Major-General 
Wellesley  will  secure  the  earliest  information  with  regard  to 
the  nature  of  such  plans,  and  that  his  judgment  and  military 
skill  will  enable  him  to  adopt  the  most  effectual  measures  to 
render  them  abortive. 

In  the  event  of  Scindiah's  return  to  the  northward  of  the 
Nerbuddah,  it  may  still  be  necessary  to  retain  the  army  in 
the  field  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  return  of  Holkar's 
troops  to  Foonah,  and  of  enforcing  the  complete  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  Peishwa's  authority  throughout  his  immediate  pos- 
sessions, and  of  precluding  any  attempt  of  the  adherents  of 
Scindiah  and  Holkar  to  obtain  possession  of  his  Highness's 
person. 

If  no  accommodation  shall  take  place  between  Scindiah 
and  Holkar,  the  dissension  of  those  chiefs  may  afford  suffi- 
cient security  to  the  Peishwa  to  admit  of  the  separation  of  the 
British  army  in  the  field.  If,  however,  the  disputes  of  Scin- 
diah and  Holkar  should  be  amicably  adjusted,  it  may  be  ex- 
pected that  Holkar  will  disband  a  great  part  of  his  army 
(which  he  is  now  unable  to  pay,)  unless  be  should  meditate 
offensive  measures  against  the  Peishwa,  or  should  prosecute 
bis  predatory  operations  within  the  Nizam's  dominions;  pro- 
vision must  accordingly  be  made  to  defeat  any  such  views  on 
the  part  of  Holkar. 

Whenever  the  state  of  affairs  shall  admit  of  the  separation 
of  the  troops,  they  should  be  so  posted  as  to  possess  the 
power  of  effecting  a  speedy  junction  (if  necessary)  with  the 
subsidiary  forces  of  Poonah  and  Hyderabad.  For  this  pur- 
pose, the  north-western  frontier  of  Mysore,  the  southern 
distticts  ceded  by  the  Peishwa,  and  the  north-western  frontier 
of  his  Highness  the  Nizam,  ought  to  be  maintained  in  the 
utmost  practicable  degree  of  strength.  A  considerable  body 
of  Europeans,  and  a  sufficient  train  of  ordnance  should  re- 
main at  Bombay,  in  order  to  secure  the  eventual  junction  of 
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a  body  of  troops  from  that  presidency  with  the  subsidiary 
force  at  Poonah. 

The  honourable  Major-General  Wellealey  will  state  to  his 
Excellency  Lieut.-General  Stuart  his  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  particular  positions  in  the  southern  ceded  districts,  and 
in  Mysore,  at  which  it  may  be  advisable  to  station  British 
forces,  and  to  the  extent  of  such  forces,  for  the  purpose 
above  stated ;  and  Major-Genend  Wellesley  will  also  com- 
municate his  sentiments  to  Lieut.'Colonel  Stevenson,  and  to 
the  Resident  at  Hyderabad,  witii  regard  to  the  disposal  of 
the  subsidiary  force  of  Hyderabad,  and  of  his  Highness  the 
Nizam's  troops,  with  a  view  to  the  same  purpose.  Of  the 
detachment  from  his  Excellency  Lieut.-General  Stuart's  army 
at  present  under  the  command  of  the  honourable  Major- 
General  Wellesley,  six  battaUons  of  native  infantry,  with  a 
due  proportion  of  artillery,  are  to  be  stationed  at  Poonah,  to 
form  tbe  subsidiary  force,  in  conformity  to  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaty.  The  European  infantry  and  the  remainder  of  the 
ordnance  attached  to  Major-General  Wellesley's  army  should 
be  directed  to  proceed  to  Bombay,  and  the  British  cavalry  . 
should  retire  to  the  ceded  districts,  or  to  such  a  position  as 
may  enable  it  to  join  the  subsidiary  force  of  Hyderabad,  if 
mcumstances  should  appear  to  render  a  junction  advisable. 

The  body  of  cavalry  belonging  to  tbe  Rajah  of  Mysore,  and 
serving  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Wellesley,  may 
either  be  remanded  to  Mysore,  or  employed  in  such  direction 
as  to  Major-General  Wellesley  may  appear  most  advisable. 

His  Excellency,  however,  leaves  to  Major-General  Wel- 
lesley a  discretionary  authority  to  deviate  from  the  disposition 
of  the  British  forces  herein  stated,  according  to  the  sugges- 
tions of  his  judgment,  regulated  by  events  and  circumstances. 

His  Excellency  confidently  expects  that  when  the  nature  of 
our  connection  with  the  Peishwa,  and  the  justice  and  mode- 
ration of  our  views  with  relation  to  the  Mabratta  empire 
shall  have  been  sufficiently  understood  by  the  Mahratta 
chieftains,  the  necessity  of  any  extraordinary  precautions  for 
the  seciuity  of  the  late  arrangements  will  cease ;  and  that  the 
system  of  our  alliance  under  the  treaty  of  Bassein  will  be 
permanently  miuntained  by  the  operation  of  those  principles 
which  have  secured  the  stability  of  our  present  connection 
with  the  state  of  Hyderabad. 
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The  army  under  the  immediate  command  of  his  Excellency 
Lieut.-General  Stuart  will  separate  as  soon  as  Major-General 
Welle&ley  shall  have  signified  to  Lieut.-General  Stuart,  that 
the  state  of  affairs  in  the  Mahratta  territories  will  admit  of 
that  measure,  without  hazard  to  the  public  interests. 

The  detachment  under  the  command  of  Major  Irton  will 
return  into  the  Company's  territories  to  such  station  as  the 
Government  of  Fort  St.  George  shall  direct,  onless  the  state 
of  affairs  in  his  Highness's  dominions  should  render  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  detachment  at  Hyderahad,  or  its  employment 
in  other  parts  of  his  Highness's  territories,  or  elsewhere,  ex- 
pedient, in  the  opiniini  of  Major-General  Wellesley. 

Measures  should  he  adopted  at  the  earliest  practicable 
period  of  time  for  the  occupation  of  the  districts,  ceded  by 
his  Highness  the  Peishwa,  to  the  British  Government  in 
Guzerat,  and  in  the  southern  division  of  bis  territories. 

A  force  should  be  detached  from  the  British  troops,  serving 
in  the  province  of  Guzerat,  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  the 
districts  ceded  to  the  Company  in  that  province.  If  the  con- 
dition of  Guzerat  should  not  permit  the  adoption  of  that 
arrangement,  a  sufficient  force  should  be  detached  either 
from  Surat  or  Bombay,  to  be  replaced  by  a  part  of  the  force 
under  the  honourable  M^or-Generol  Wellesley,  or  Colonel 
Stevenson. 

The  ceded,  districts  southward  of  Foonah  may  be  occupied 
by  a  portion  of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Major 
General  Wellesley,  on  their  return  to  the  southward.  In  the 
event  of  the  whole  of  Major  General  Wellesley'a  detachment 
being  necessarily  employed  in  other  directions,  a  detachment 
iVom  the  army  under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieutenant 
General  Stuart  must  be  appointed  for  that  service. 

It  will  be  necessary  that  the  detachments  appointed  to 
occupy  the  ceded  districts  in  Guzerat,  and  to  the  southward 
respectively,  should  be  of  sufficient  strength  to  overcome  any 
opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Peishwa's  officers,  who,  in  the 
present  inefficient  state  of  the  Peishwa's  authority  may  refuse 
to  obey  his  Highness's  orders  for  the  cession  of  the  territo- 
ries under  their  immediate  controul ;  but  the  commanding 
officers  of  those  detachments  should  be  instructed  to  employ 
every  effort  to  obtain  the  peaceable  surrender  of  the  districts 
from  the  persons  in  charge  of  them. 
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The  GoTemment  of  Bombay  will  be  directed,  in  concert 
irith  you  and  the  honourable  M^or-General  Wellesley,  to 
appoint  the  proper  officers  of  collection  in  the  ceded  districta 
in  Guzerat,  and  the  Goyemnient  of  Fort  St,  Geor^  vill  be 
directed  to  pursue  the  same  course  with  respect  to  the  dis- 
tricts ceded  to  the  southward  of  Poonah. 

Although  these  instructions  are  nov  stated,  the  Governor- 
General  is  aware  of  the  motiTea  which  have  precluded  the 
Government  of  Fort  St.  George  from  taking  possession  of 
the  districts  ceded  by  the  Feishwa  to  the  southward  of 
Poonah,  and  hia  Excellency  entirely  approves  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Government  of  Eort  St.  George  in  that  respect. 

I  am  directed  to  suggest  to  you  the  expediency  of  consi- 
dering the  means  of  inducing  the  Peishwa  to  compensate  to 
the  British  Government  for  the  loss  incurred  by  the  delay  of 
the  proposed  cessions  to  the  southward  of  Poonah.  It  may, 
indeed,  be  questionable  whether  the  Peishwa  might  not  now 
be  induced  to  substitute  in  place  of  the  cessions  (to  the  south- 
ward of  Poonah)  contained  in  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  territo- 
ries more  conveniently  situated,  and  more  easy  of  occupation. 
You  will  direct  your  particular  attention  in  concert  with 
General  Wellesley  to  this  point,  and  you  will  advert  to  the 
possibiUty  of  obtuning  a  cession  of  territory  for  this  purpose, 
either  in  the  Kokun  or  in  Bundlecund.* 

You  wiU  be  pleased  to  communicate  this  despatch  to  the 
honourable  Major-General  Wellesley.  His  Excellency  the 
Governor-General  desires  that  Major-General  Wellesley  will 
consider  this  despatch  to  convey  to  him  instructions  on  those 
arrangements  described  in  it,  which  depend  upon  him  for 
their  accomplishment. 

Copies  of  this  despatch  will  also  be  transmitted  to  the  Go- 
vermnenta  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  to  his  Excellency 
Lieut.-6eneral  Stuart,  and  to  the  Residents  at  Hyderabad, 
and  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  for  their  information  and 
guidance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

N.  B.  Edhonstone, 

Sec.  to  Government. 

*  A  tnritory  in  BondleGUiHt  estimated  at  the  value  of  36,10,000  Rs. 
WM  ullioistetf  given  in  exchange  agreeably  to  thia  anggeBtion. 
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A'.  B,  Edmonttone,  Etg.  Secretary  to  Government,  to  Cohnel  Cellint,  Rett' 
dent  at  the  Ceurl  of  Dowlul  Rao  Seindiah. 

Sir,  .  Fort  Wlliam,  June  3rd,  1903. 

In  my  letter  of  the  5th  of  May  I  had  the  honour  to  trans- 
mit to  you,  by  the  orders  of  his  Excellency  the  most  noble 
the  Governor-General,  a  document  containing  the  general 
heads  of  his  Excellency's  instructions  on  the  subject  of  a 
representation  to  be  made  to  Dowlut  Rao  Seindiah,  for  the 
purpose  of  inducing  that  chiefUin  to  re-cross  the  Nerbudda, 
and  to  return  to  his  dominions  in  Hindostan.  I  am  now  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  you  the  following  detailed  observa- 
tions and  instructions  for  the  regulation  of  your  conduct  in 
the  present  crisis  of  affairs. 

While  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  continued  at  the  head  of  a 
powerful  army  in  the  vicinity  of  Poonah,  and  maintained  in 
the  Mahratta  state  the  ascendancy  which  he  had  acquired  by 
his  succeaslul  rebellion  against  the  authority  of  the  Petshwa, 
and  while  the  result  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Bridsh 
Government,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Peishwa,  for  his  High- 
ness's  restoration  to  the  musnud  of  Poonah  continued  in  sus- 
pense, Dowlut  Rao  Seindiah  would  have  discharged  his  duty 
as  a  feudatory  chieftain  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  in  directing 
the  exertion  of  his  power  to  the  extinction  of  Jeswunt  Rao 
Holkar's  rebellion,  and  to  the  support  of  the  supreme  execu- 
tive authority  of  the  state,  and  the  co-operation  of  his  army 
with  the  British  troops  might  have  been  eventually  necessary 
for  that  purpose.  But  Seindiah  having  in  fact  made  no 
efibrt  against  the  power  of  Holkar,  and  the  approach  of  the 
British  army  towards  Poonah  having  induced  Jeswunt  Rao 
Holkar  to  abandon  his  design  of  effecting  a  revolution  in  the 
Peishwa's  government,  and  to  retire  with  his  troops  from 
that  capital,  and  the  promptitude  and  energy  of  our  opera- 
tions having  secured  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa  to  his 
legitimate  authority  without  the  aid  of  Seindiah,  the  prose- 
cution of  that  chieftain's  march  to  Poonah,  for  the  purpose 
either  of  supporting  the  cause  of  the  Peishwa,  or  of  pro- 
viding for  the  security  of  his   own   power  and  dominions 
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against  the  ambitious  projects  of  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  is 
now  become  unnecessary,  and  under  these  circumstances, 
the  perseverance  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  in  his  intention 
of  marching  with  his  army  to  Foonah,  can  have  no  other  ob- 
ject than  the  subversion  of  the  arrangements  lately  concluded 
between  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  and  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  the  re-establishment  of  his  own  usurped  ascend- 
ancy in  the  state  of  Poonah. 

His  Excellency  bears  in  mind  the  formal  declaration  of 
Scindiah  in  his  conference  with  you  on  the  S4th  of  March, 
1803,  after  being  apprized  of  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of 
defensive  alUance  between  the  Peishwa  and  the  British  Go- 
vernment, that  he  had  no  intention  to  obstruct  the  comple- 
tion of  that  arrangement,  but  the  subsequent  conduct  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  and  the  information  which  his  Excel- 
lency has  received  from  your  despatches,  and  from  various 
other  quarters  of  a  projected  confederacy  between  that  chief- 
tain, the  Rajah  of  Berar  and  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  afford 
reason  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  that  declaration.  His  Excel- 
lency, therefore,  deems  it  necessary  to  endeavour  to  preclude 
the  adoption  of  any  designs  on  the  part  of  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah,  of  a  nature  hostile  to  the  British  interests,  by  re- 
quiring Scindiah  either  to  return  with  his  troops  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  Nerbudda,  or  to  afford  some  other  unequivocal 
proof  of  his  intention  to  reliriUtt  from  any  attempt  to  disturb 
the  arrangement  concluded  between  the  British  Government 
and  his  Highness ;  and  I  am  accordingly  directed  to  commu- 
nicate to  you  the  following  observations  and  instructions  for 
the  regulation  of  your  conduct  on  this  occasion  conformably 
to  the  note  which  you  have  already  received,  under  date  the 
dth  ultimo. 

Any  design  on  the  part  of  Sundiah  to  um  at  the  subver- 
sion of  the  late  arrangement,  must  be  supposed  to  originate 
either  in  an  apprehension  that  it  is  directed  to  objects  inju- 
rious to  his  just  rights  and  independence,  and  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  or  in  an  impatience  of  that 
efi^tual  control  to  which  his  ambitious  and  unwarrantable 
projects  are  subjected  by  the  provisions  of  the  alliance  con- 
cluded with  his  Highness  the  Peishwa.  With  a  view  to  re- 
move from  Scindiah's  mind  any  erroneous  impression  with 
regard  to  the  real  objects  of  that  alliance,  and  to  convince 
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him  of  the  juBtice  and  moderation  of  our  views,  hie  Excel- 
lency directed  you  in  my  note  of  the  5th  oldmo  to  communi- 
cate to  Scindiah  the  whole  of  the  treaty  of  Baas^,  and 
explain  to  that  diief,  in  the  fullest  manner,  the  general  prio- 
ciplea  on  which  it  is  founded,  and  the  just  and  moderate 
views  to  which  it  is  directed.  You  were  authorized  at  the 
same  time,  if  Scindiah  should  desire  it,  to  furnish  him  with  a 
copy  of  the  treaty.  You  will  state  to  Scindiah  that  the  uni- 
form object  of  the  endeavours  of  the  Governor-General  has 
been  to  estabhsh  a  permanent  foundation  of  general  tranquil- 
lity in  India,  by  securing  to  every  state  the  free  enjoyment  of 
its  just  rights  and  independence,  and  by  frustrating  every 
project  calculated  to  disturb  the  possessions,  or  to  violate  the 
rights  of  the  established  powers  of  Hindostan  or  of  the 
Deccan.  You  will  observe  to  Scindiah  that  the  treaty  of 
Bassein  is  founded  on  the  application  of  this  general  prina- 
ple  to  the  circumstances  of  his  Highness  the  Peisbwa's  situa- 
tion and  government,  and  you  will  particularly  explain  to 
Scindiah  that,  while  the  treaty  of  Bassein  established  his 
Highness  the  Peishwa  in  the  ^11  and  independent  exercise 
of  his  legitimate  authority  in  the  Mahratta  state,  it  provides 
the  most  effectual  security  for  the  preservation  of  the  respec- 
tive interests  and  possessions  of  all  the  Mahratta  chieftains 
within  the  hmits  of  their  separate  dominions  and  authorities; 
that  the  treaty  being  exclusively  of  a  defensive  nature,  im- 
poses no  lestrtunt  upon  any  state  or  power  which  shall  re- 
spect the  rights  and  possessions  of  the  Brittsb  Government 
and  of  its  allies,  and  that  no  right  or  power  to  interfere  in 
the  internal  concerns  of  any  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs  can  be 
derived  from  the  stipulations  of  that  treaty  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  Peishwa's  legitimate  authority,  to  maintain  which  is 
equally  the  duty  of  his  Higbnees's  subjects,  feudatories,  and 
allies.  Finally,  you  will  endeavour  to  convince  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah,  that  in  concluding  the  late  alliance  with  his  High- 
ness the  Peishwa,  the  objects  of  the  Governor-General  are 
to  secure  the  British  dominions  and  those  of  our  ally  the 
Nizam  from  the  dangers  of  contiguous  anarchy  and  confu- 
sion, to  ftilfil  the  duties  of  friendship  towards  our  ally  the 
Peishwa,  and  to  provide  at  the  same  time  for  the  safety  of 
tlie  several  branches  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  without  dis- 
turbing the  constitutional  form  of  the  state,   and  without 
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sffeetmg  the  legittoiate  independence  of  Us  feudatory  chief- 
tune  ;  and  that  this  course  of  policy  must  tend  to  strengthen 
the  bonds  of  amity  and  alliance  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah, 
as  well  as  with  every  other  branch  of  the  Mahratta  power. 

It  will  be  proper  that  you  should  point  out  to  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  those  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein  which 
contain  an  explicit  disavowal  of  any  intention  on  the  part 
either  of  bis  Highness  the  Peishwa,  or  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, to  molest  any  of  the  Mahratta  chieftains  who  shall  not 
place  himself  in  the  condition  of  a  public  enemy  by  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  hostile  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
British  Government  and  its  allies. 

Although  it  may  not  be  difficult  to  convince  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  of  the  justice  and  moderation  of  our  views  in  con- 
cluding the  late  alliance  with  the  Peishwa,  and  to  remove 
from  his  mind  all  apprehension  of  danger  to  the  security  of 
his  legitimate  rights  and  independence  from  the  operation  of 
the  treaty  of  Bassein,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  he  will  be 
immediately  disposed  to  subscribe  cordially  to  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  prosecution  of  his  known  projects  of  am- 
bition will  be  effectually  controlled,  and  his  ascendancy  in 
the  state  of  Poonab  will  be  permanently  excluded.  You  will 
observe  to  Scindiah,  however,  that  his  ascendancy  at  Poonah 
had,  in  fact,  been  annihilated  by  the  success  of  Holkar  be- 
fore Scindiah  applied  for  the  interposition  of  the  British 
power,  and  that  the  success  of  Holkar  had  at  the  same  time 
greatly  endangered  the  existence  of  Scindiah  as  a  power  in 
India.  If,  therefore,  in  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa  to  his 
Highness's  legitimate  authority,  a  due  restraint  has  been  im- 
posed on  the  usurpations  of  Scindiah,  as  well  as  on  those  of 
Holkar,  upon  the  estabUshed  supreme  power  of  the  Mahratta 
empire ;  Scindiah  should  be  taught  to  reflect  that  by  sub- 
mitting to  this  sacrifice  he  will  acquire  additional  security  to 
his  own  legitimate  power,  and  that  he  has  already  derived 
the  preservation  of  a  considerable  part  of  hia  dominions  from 
the  check  which  has  been  opposed  to  the  progress  of  Hol- 
kar's  arms. 

You  will  be  prepared  to  oppose  any  arguments  founded  on 
Scindiah's  alleged  rights  and  privileges,  as  a  branch  of  the 
Mahratta  empire,  by  which  Scindiah  may  contest  the  right  of 
the  Peishwa  to  conclude  political  engagements  with  the  Bri- 
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tish  Government,  or  with  any  foreign  power,  without  the  pre- 
vious cooBent  and  concurrence  of  the  feudatory  chieftaina,  or 
may  endeavour  to  justify  his  interference  in  the  late  arrange- 
ments, or  assert  a  right  to  participation  in  the  future  admi- 
nistration of  the  Feishwa's  affairs. 

Under  the  instructions  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor- 
General  you  have  already  successfully  combated  the  princi- 
ple assumed  by  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  that,  as  guarantee  to 
the  treaty  of  Salbye,*  bis  previous  consent  to  the  engagements 
between  the  British  Government  and  the  Peisbwa  should 
have  been  obtained.  No  such  principle  can,  in  his  Excel- 
lency's judgment,  be  maintained  by  any  arguments  derived 
either  from  the  original  constitution  of  the  Mahratta  empire, 
or  from  the  actual  practice  of  the  several  chieftains  composing 
the  Mahratta  confederacy.  The  exclusive  right  of  concluding 
treaties  and  engagements  with  foreign  states,  not  of  a  nature 
to  compromise  the  separate  rights  and  interests  of  the  feuda^ 
tory  chieftains  of  the  empire,  must  be  considered  to  be  inhe< 
rent  in  the  supreme  executive  authority  of  the  Mahratta 
state,  and  it  may  be  a  question  whether  the  Peishwa,  acting 
in  the  name  and  under  the  ostensible  sanction  of  the  nominal 
head  of  the  empire,  might  not  conclude  treaties  which  shall 
be  obligatory  upon  the  subordinate  chiefs  and  feudatories 
without  their  concurrence.  But  even  under  a  contrary  sup- 
position, it  would  be  absurd  to  regulate  any  political  question 
by  the  standard  of  a  constitution  which  time  and  events  have 
entirely  altered  or  dissolved.  The  late  Mabajee  Scindiah 
and  his  successor  Dowlut  Rao  have  uniformly  exercised  the 
powers  of  independent  dominion  by  making  war  on  the  neigh- 
bouring states,  by  concluding  engagements  witb  them,  and 
by  regulating  the  whole  system  of  their  internal  administra- 
tion without  the  participation  or  previous  consent  of  the 
Peishwa,  whose  supremacy,  however,  both  Mahajee  Scindiah 
and  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  have  uniformly  acknowledged. 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  therefore,  cannot,  even  on  the  sup- 

*  Tmtj'  of  peace,  friendship,  and  alliance,  concluded  trith  the  Peish- 
wa, Madhau  Row,  through  the  mediation  and  under  the  guarantea  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiab'a  predeceseor  Mahajee  Scindiah  ai  Salbye  in  1782. 
Neither  the  treaty  nor  the  ^UBrsotee  wai,  or,  from  the  nature  of  the  atipu- 
lutiona,  could  be  hereditary ;  moreover,  the  state  of  things  to  which  those 
stipnlatioDB  refer  had  long  been  obsolete. 
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posed  principles  of  the  original  constitution,  deny  the  right  of 
the  Peishwa  to  conclude  his  late  engagements  with  the  British 
Government  independently  of  his  concurrence,  without  im- 
peaching the  validity  of  his  own  proceedings  and  those  of 
his  predecessor ;  nor  can  he,  according  to  the  more  admissi- 
ble rules  derived  from  practice  and  prescription,  justly  reiiise 
to  admit  the  exercise  of  those  independent  rights  of  dominion 
on  the  part  of  the  Peishws,  which  both  Scindiah  and  his  pre- 
decessor assumed  in  a  condition  of  acknowledged  subordina- 
tion to  his  Highness's  permanent  authority. 

The  Rajeh  of  Berar  is  known  to  entertain  pretensions  to 
the  authority  of  the  Sahoo  Rajah,*  and  on  the  accession  of  a 
Peishwa,  he  is  admitted  to  the  privilege  of  investing  the 
Peishwa  w^th  a  khelaut.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
Rajah  of  Berar's  acknowledgement  of  subordination  to  the 
paramount  authority  of  the  Peishwa  may  be  doubted.  But 
while  the  Peishwa  continues  to  exercise  that  authority  in  his 
capacity  of  representative  of  the  Sahoo  Rajab,  the  Rajah  of 
Berar,  cannot  possess  the  right  of  controlling  the  Peishwa's 
actions. 

In  proportion  as  the  Rajah  of  Berar  disclaims  the  supre- 
macy of  the  Peishwa,  he  has  less  right  to  interfere  in  any 
degree  in  the  Peishwa's  concerns.  The  Peishwa  must  be 
considered  by  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  either  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Rajah  of  Berar's  paramount  Sovereign,  or  as  an 
independent  state,  in  amity  with  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  or  as  a 
power  acknowledged  by  every  other  state  in  India,  but  which 
it  is  the  secret  design  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar  to  subvert,  with 
a  view  to  supersede  its  authority  for  his  own  aggrandizement. 
In  any  of  these  cases,  and  more  especially  in  the  last,  the 
other  powers  of  India  cannot  admit  the  right  of  the  Rajah  of 
Berar  to  control  the  Peishwa's  intercourse  with  other  states, 
unless  the  Peishwa  shall  attempt  to  injure  the  independence 
of  the  Rajah  of  Berar. 

The  arguments  stated  in  the  preceding  paragraphs  are 
equally  applicable  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah's  assumption  of 

*  Tlie  DOminal  head  of  the  Mahntts  empire,  kept  in  close  confinemeat, 
although  treated  with  all  the  outward  forma  of  aovereignty.  At  the  close 
of  Ibe  war  of  1817-18  he  was  invested  b;  the  British  OorerDTnent  with  the 
sovereignly  of  lui  extcDiive  territory  in  the  ancient  capital  of  tjaltarah,  the 
place  of  his  anterior  vonfineroenl. 
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a  right  to  interfere  in  any  manner  in  the  arrangement  con- 
cluded between  the  British  Government  and  the  Peishwa, 
or  in  the  fiitnre  administration  of  hia  Highness'a  affairs ; 
such  interference  is  incompatible  with  the  complete  and 
effectual  operation  of  our  engagements  with  his  Highness, 
and  the  right  to  secure  their  due  operation,  is  necessarily 
cotDbined  with  the  right  to  contract  them. 

Scindiah  cannot  justly  deny  the  right  of  the  Peiahwa  and 
of  the  British  Government  to  conclude  the  terms  of  «  defen- 
sive alliance  without  his  previous  consent,  nor  claim  the  right 
of  interfering  in  the  arrangement  or  in  the  future  adminis- 
tration of  the  Peishwa's  affairs  on  the  grounds  of  his  having 
employed  his  arms  and  resources  in  the  support  of  the 
Peishwa's  cause. 

Scindiah  did  not  originally  take  up  arms  for  the  defence  of 
the  Peishwa.  He  had  long  been  engaged  in  a  contest  with 
Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar,  whose  frequent  successes  and  in- 
creasing power  menaced  the  security  of  Scindiah's  domuiifHi, 
and  the  unsuccessful  resistance  which  the  forces  of  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah  opposed  to  those  of  Holkar  in  the  vicinity  ot 
Poonah  was  merely  a  continuatiiHi  of  the  contest.  The  ef- 
forts of  Scindiah  to  check  the  progress  of  Holkar's  arms 
were  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  his  own  power,  and 
the  object  of  bis  exertions  was  not  changed  by  the  daogw  to 
which  the  state  of  Poonah  was  exposed  by  the  approach  of 
Holkar  to  that  cajHtal.  The  preservation  of  Scindiah's 
usurped  ascendancy  in  the  state  of  Poonah,  uid  the  security 
of  his  own  dominion,  which  would  have  been  mmre  than  ever 
endangered  by  the  establishment  of  Holkar  at  the  capital  of 
Poonah,  rendered  the  protection  of  the  person  and  govern- 
ment of  the  Peishwa  an  object  of  individual  interest  to  Scin- 
diah, and  the  same  motives  must  be  supposed  to  have  influ- 
enced his  subsequent  operations.  His  exertions,  however, 
have  not  contributed  in  any  degree  to  the  Peishwa's  restora- 
tion. Aware  of  the  doubtful  issue  of  a  further  contest  with 
the  arms  of  Holkar,  Scindiah  soUcited  the  cooperation  of 
the  British  power,  and  continued  in  a  state  of  inactivity  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  scene  of  action.  The-  energy, 
promptitude,  and  power  of  the  British  Government  were  the 
exclusive  causes  which  compelled  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  to 
abandon  his  design  of  subverting  the  dominion  of  the  Peishwa 
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and  of  eBtablishing  bis  own  authority  upon  its  roina,  and  to 
retire  from  Poonah ;  deprived  him  of  the  means  of  supporting 
his  military  power,  and  secured  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa 
to  his  capital  and  goremment ;  and  to  these  seasonable  and 
arduous  exertions  of  the  British  power,  Scindiah  is  absolutely 
indebted  for  the  present  secure  possession  of  his  dominion. 

The  combined  result  of  all  these  facts  and  arguments  is, 
that  the  interposition  of  the  British  power  for  the  restoration 
of  the  Peishwa,  and  the  conclusion  of  the  late  alliance  with  the 
State  of  Poonah,  is  not  only  warrantable  upon  every  princi- 
ple of  justice,  and  the  law  of  nations,  but  indispensably  ne- 
cessary for  the  preservation  of  the  integrity  of  the  Mahratta 
empire,  and  to  the  security  of  the  legitimate  rights  and 
interests  of  its  respective  branches,  and  especially  of  Scindiah. 
That  those  rights  and  interests  are  effectually  secured  by  the 
terms  of  the  alliance,  and  consequently  that  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  any  state  or  chieftain,  to  disturb  the  operation  of 
the  treaty  of  Baasein,  may  justly  be  considered  to  be  an  act 
of  hostility  against  the  British  Government. 

Under  all  these  circumstances  we  possess  an  undoubted 
right  to  require  that  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  should  afford  the 
most  unequivocal  proofs  of  hb  resolution  to  abstain  from  the 
adoption  of  any  measures,  which  we  may  deem  to  l>e  calcu- 
lated to  impede  the  accomphshment  of  the  late  arrangements 
in  the  Mahratta  state. 

The  most  satisfactory  evidence  of  that  intention  would  be 
the  immediate  return  of  Scindiah  to  his  dominions,  north  of 
the  Nerbuddah,  and  if  the  report  of  an  accommodation  of 
differences  between  that  chieftain,  and  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar, 
be  well  founded,  Scindiah  cannot  reasonably  object  to  comply 
with  your  requisition  for  that  purpose.  Scindiah  may  how- 
ever maintain,  that  his  continuance  to  the  southward  of  that 
river  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the  hostile 
designs  of  Holkar,  or  for  adjusting  the  terms  of  an  accMuno- 
dation  with  that  chieftain.  In  either  of  those  events,  your 
own  judgment,  and  the  knowledge  which  you  will  possess  of 
the  actual  state  of  affairs  in  the  Mahratta  territory  to  the 
southward  of  the  Nerbuddah,  will  enable  you  in  concert  with 
Major-General  Wellesley,  and  with  Colonel  Close,  to  deter- 
mine whether  this  objection  is  well  founded,  or  whether  it  is 
stated  merely  as  a  pretext  for  Scindiab's  refusal  to  comply 
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with  your  requiBition.  In  the  latter  case,  you  will  disdnctly 
explain  to  Scindiah,  that  his  continuance  in  that  position 
wi^out  any  other  apparent  motive  connected  with  the  security 
of  his  just  rights,  and  with  the  exigency  of  his  affturs,  can 
only  be  considered  to  indicate  designs  injurious  to  the  com- 
bined interests  of  the  British  Goremment,  and  its  allies,  and 
will  render  necessary  the  immediate  adoption  of  the  most 
active  measures  to  compel  his  return  within  the  limits  of  his 
northern  dominions. 

If  Scindiah  should  be  sincerely  desirous  of  effecting  an 
acconunodation  with  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkat,  you  will  offer  the 
mediation  of  the  British  Government  for  that  purpose,  con- 
sulting with  Major-General  Wellesley,  and  with  Colonel  Close, 
respecting  the  terms  of  any  such  accommodation. 

If  it  should  appear  to  you  that  any  important  interests  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  would  be  exposed  to  hazard  by  hia 
immediate  return  towards  Hindostan,  you  are  at  liberty  to 
recede  from  this  requisition,  provided  that  Scindiah  shall 
afford  some  other  unequivocal  proof  of  his  determination  to 
refrain  from  any  attempt  to  obstruct  the  complete  operation 
of  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  and  that  proof  shall  be  satisfactory 
to  Major-General  Wellesley,  and  to  Colonel  Close,  with  whom 
you  will  communicate  fully  on  this  subject ;  but  it  will  be 
proper  to  apprize  Scindiah  that  his  proceeding  to  Poonah 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  excepting  the  express  permission 
of  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  approved  by  the  British  Go- 
vernment, will  infallibly  involve  him  in  hostilities  with  the 
British  power.  If  Scindiah  should  he  permitted  by  the 
Peishwa,  Major-General  Wellesley  and  Colonel  Close,  to 
proceed  to  Poonah,  Scindiah  must  not  he  accompanied  by 
any  number  of  troops  exceeding  the  strength  of  a  reasonable 
escort  of  state.  If  Scindiah  should  urge  the  necessity  of  his 
proceeding  to  Poonah,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  any. 
demands  which  he  may  have  on  the  Peishwa,  you  will  inform 
him  that  the  British  Government  is  ready  to  arbitrate  such 
demands  on  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  and  that  under 
that  proffered  security  for  the  equitable  adjustment  of  his 
claims,  his  proceeding  to  Poonah  in  person  for  that  purpose, 
is  neither  necessary  nor  admissible. 

The  repeated  information  which  his  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor-General has  received  of  a  projected  confederacy  between 
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Scindiab,  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar, 
renders  it  necessary  in  his  Excellency's  judgment,  that  Scin- 
diab should  be  required  either  to  disavow  such  intended 
confederacy,  or  distinctly  to  declare  the  object  of  it 

If  Scindiab  should  avow  that  design,  or  should  declare  bis 
intention  to  march  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  Rajab, 
of  Berar,  without  affording  a  satisfactory  explanation  with 
regard  to  the  object  of  that  proceeding,  or  if  you  should 
obtain  authentic  intelligence  of  any  aucb  design  on  the  part 
of  Scindiab,  and  if  he  should  not  afford  you  a  satisfactory 
explanation  according  to  the  spirit  of  these  instructions,  you 
will  intimate  to  Scindiab,  that  in  the  actual  situation  of  affairs 
the  British  Government  will  be  justified  in  considering  that 
proceeding  to  be  directed  to  puirposes  hostile  to  its  interests, 
and  those  of  its  allies,  and  will  be  compelled  to  adopt  corres- 
ponding measures  of  precaution  and  defence ;  and  you  will 
signify  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  that  his  intended  interview 
with  Ragojee  Bhoousia  will  not  be  considered  as  a  sufficient 
plea  For  postponing  his  return  to  Hindostan,  unless  preceded 
by  the  most  satisfactory  proofs  of  the  pacific  designs  of  those 
chieftains.  You  will  inform  Scindiab,  that  his  Excellency 
the  Governor-General  has  addressed  a  representation  in  the 
spirit  of  these  instructions  to  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  has 
expressed  to  that  chieftain  his  resolution  to  anticipate  any 
sinister  project  on  his  part,  with  the  utmost  degree  of  promp- 
titude and  alacrity. 

You  will  also  require  from  Scindiah  an  explanation  with 
regard  to  the  object  of  any  confederacy  meditated,  or  con- 
cluded between  bim  and  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar. 

You  are  already  in  possession  of  the  instructions  of  the 
Governor-General  for  the  eventual  negotiation  of  the  terms 
of  a  defensive  alliance  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah.  It  will 
be  proper  on  this  occasion  to  renew  the  Governor-General's 
propositions  to  Scindiah  for  that  purpose,  informing  him, 
that  his  Excellency  is  disposed  either  to  admit  him  as  a 
contracting  party  to  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  or  to  conclude 
a  separate  subsidiary  alUance  with  him,  and  stating  to 
him  the  manifest  advantages  to  the  stability  of  his  go- 
vernment, and  to  the  prosperity  of  his  affairs,  which  the 
proposed  connection  is  calculated  to  secure.  But  if  the 
dictates  of  ao  erroneous  policy  should  induce  Scindiah  to 
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reject  thoae  propoBals,  you  will  assure  him  tbat  the  British 
Government  will  not  be  offended  at  his  refusal,  that  he  is  at 
hberty  to  remain  entirely  unconnected  with  the  British  power, 
and  that  this  government  will  continue  to  maintain  the  rela- 
tions of  amity  and  peace,  which  have  so  long  subsisted  between 
the  two  states,  and  to  abstain  from  any  attempt  to  injure  his 
rights,  or  control  his  independence,  unless  the  circumatancea 
of  his  conduct  should  compel  the  British  Gtovenmient  to 
pursue  an  opposite  course  of  measures.  You  will  at  the  same 
time  apprize  Scindiah  of  the  determined  resolution  of  the 
Governor-General  to  resist  with  the  full  force  and  energy 
of  the  British  power,  any  attempt  on  his  part,  or  on  that 
of  any  other  power,  or  state,  to  obstruct  the  operation  of 
the  treaty  of  Bassein,  or  to  injure  the  interests  of  the  Bri- 
tish Gtovernment,  or  of  its  allies,  and  that  the  formation  of  any 
confederacy  or  the  prosecution  of  any  military  operations  on 
the  part  of  Scindiah,  in  opposition  to  the  repeated  remon- 
strances of  the  British  GoTemment,  will  o<Hiipel  the  adoption 
of  measures  of  precaution  on  our  part  on  every  boundary  of 
Scindiah's  dominions. 

The  first  pledge  of  Scindiah's  amicable  intention,  even  if 
he  should  be  disposed  to  accede  to  the  treaty  of  Bassein, 
must  be  his  immediate  return  to  the  northward  of  the  Nur- 
buddah,  excepting  under  the  circumstances  stated  in  the 
first  paragraph  of  this  despatch ;  you  will  however,  be  parti- 
cularly cautious  in  regulating  your  conduct  by  the  tenor  of  any 
of  those  exceptions,  which  have  been  admitted  by  the  Gover- 
nor'General,  rather  for  the  purpose  of  removing  any  undue 
obstacle  to  the  exercise  of  your  discretion  under  any  local 
exigency  which  may  arise,  than  from  any  expectation  that 
Scindiah  can  afford  the  British  Government  any  satisfactory 
security  for  his  pacific  disposition,  while  he  shall  remun  with 
an  army  to  the  southward  of  the  Nurbuddah.  The  expedi- 
ency of  Scindiah's  return  to  the  northward  may  be  enforced 
by  an  exposition  of  the  danger  to  which  Scindiah's  dominion 
and  possessions  will  be  exposed,  by  his  perseverance  in  a 
system  of  policy  which  must  be  considered  to  be  hostile  to 
the  British  Government  and  its  allies. 

The  nature  of  the  existing  connection  between  the  honour- 
able Company,  and  his  Highness  the  Nizam,  is  so  well  known 
to  Scindiah,  that  he  must  be  aware  of  the  consequences  of  any 
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aggression  against  that  ally  of  the  British  GoTemtnent,  but  it 
may  be  proper  to  remind  Scindiab  on  this  occasion,  that  any 
attack  on  the  territories  of  his  Highnesa  vill  be  considered 
to  be  an  act  of  hostihty  against  the  British  Government,  and 
will  he  resented  with  the  whole  force  of  the  British  power. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor-General  confidently  expects, 
that  the  amicable  representations  which  you  are  instructed 
to  make  to  Scindiah,  will  convince  that  chief  of  the  justice 
and  moderation  of  our  views  in  concluding  the  late  alliance 
with  his  Highness  the  Peishwa,  and  will  induce  him  to  refrain 
from  the  adoption  of  any  measure  directed  to  the  subversion 
of  that  alliance,  and  injurious  to  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  British  Government  and  its  allies. 

Scindiah  must  be  sensible  of  the  peculiar  disadvantages 
under  which  he  would  enter  upon  a  contest  with  the  British 
arms,  although  supported  by  the  combined  power  of  the 
Rajah  of  Berar,  and  of  Jeswunt  Bjto  Holkar,  and  must  be 
aware  that  his  temerity  in  provoking  the  resentment  of  the 
British  Government  must  expose  to  imminent  hazard  the 
existence  of  his  own  power. 

You  have  already  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor-General's  detailed  instructions  to  the 
resident  at  Poonah,  and  you  will  have  been  apprized  by  those 
instructions  of  the  precautionary  measures  which  have  been 
adopted  with  a  view  to  eventual  hostilities  with  Scindiah, 
Holkar,  or  the  Rajah  of  Berar. 

Copies  of  these  instructions  will  be  transmitted  to  the 
Honourable  Major-General  Wetlesley,  and  to  the  Residents 
at  Poonah,  and  Hyderabad,  you  will  be  careful  to  apprize 
his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  Cawnpore,  from 
time  to  time,  of  the  temper  and  disposidon  of  Scindiah,  and 
of  the  effect  of  the  remonstrances  which  you  have  been  di- 
rected to  address  to  that  chief. 

You  will  receive  by  this  despatch  from  the  Persian  depart- 
ment, a  letter  which  his  Excellency  the  Governor-General  has 
thought  proper  to  address  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  on  the 
present  occasion,  you  will  deliver  that  letter  to  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  at  such  time  as  you  may  judge  most  advisable. 
I  have  the  honour  to  he,  &c. 

N.  B.  Edhonstonz, 

Sec,  to  Government. 
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n*  MarjatM  JFelietlq/  to  Dtnelat  Rao  Seindiah. 

Fort  WillUin,  Jane  3,  1903 
I  have  received  the  urtUfactory  intelligeQce  of  his  HighDeaa  tbe  Peieh' 
wa's  aclual  restoration  to  the  musnud  of  Poonah,  under  the  protection  of 
tbe  British  power,  and  in  conformity  to  the  treaty  of  defensive  alliaace 
concluded  at  Bauein  between  his  Hifchnets  and  the  British  Government. 

Vou  have  loo^  since  been  apprized  of  the  general  nature  of  tbe  engaj^ 
meats  concluded  with  hii  Hi^hnesa  the  Peishwa ;  and  I  received  with  ^eat 
satisfaction  from  Colonel  Colltna  tbe  information  of  your  entire  concur- 
rence in  the  expediency  and  wisdom  of  the  measures  undertaken  by  tbe 
British  Oovemment  for  his  Highness'i  restoration,  accompanied  by  a  de- 
clared intention  on  your  part  to  abstain  from  any  measures  calculated  to 
obstruct  the  completion  of  the  arrangementa  established  under  the  treaty 

This  resolution  manifested  your  wisdom  M  well  na  yonr  good  faith.  And 
.  your  declaration  to  Colonel  Collins  was  conformable  to  the  principles  of 
prudence  and  policy  which  dictated  your  direct  application  contained  in 
your  letter,  received  13th  of  December,  1802,  for  the  co-operaUon  af  the 
British  power  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  his  Highness  the  Peiihtva  to  the 
musDud. 

With  this  experience  of  your  public  declarations,  and  in  possession  of 
your  authentic  letters  uoder  your  signature  and  seal,  I  am  disposed  to  dis- 
credit the  reports  which  have  re&chedme,ofthe  formation  of  a  confederacy 
between  you,  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  Jeswunt  Rau  Holkar,  directed  to  the 
Bubf  ertion  of  tbe  arrangements  concluded  at  Bassein ;  nor  can  I  credit  the 
rumour  of  your  supposed  intention  to  meet  the  R^ah  of  Berar  on  the 
frontier  of  his  Highness  the  Nixsm's  dominions,  in  order  to  concert,  witb 
that  chieftain,  the  measures  to  be  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the 
treaty  lately  concluded  between  the  British  Government  and  his  Highness 
the  Peishwa.  The  credit  of  these  reports  is,  however,  in  some  degree  sus- 
tained by  the  information  which  I  have  received  of  your  having  actually 
inarched  in  the  direction  of  the  Nizam's  frontier,  and  of  the  R^ah  of 
Berar  having  entered  his  tenU  with  a  design  of  meeting  you. 

Compelled  reluctantly  to  direct  my  attention  to  reports,  of  which  I  still 
hope  that  ynu  will  enable  me  to  detect  the  falsehood,  the  obligatioas  of 
friendship,  as  well  as  the  laws  of  prudence  and  precaution  require,  that  I 
should  declare  to  you,  without  reserve,  my  sentiments  and  resolutions  in 
the  event  of  your  actually  entertuniug  the  design  of  interfering  between 
the  British  Government  and  any  of  its  allieB,  especially  the  Niiam  or  the 
Peishwa,  or  of  violating  the  righii  or  possesaions  of  the  Company,  or  of 
any  state  connecte^I  mth  it  by  alliance  or  friendship.  The  interposition 
of  the  British  power  for  the  restoration  of  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  to  the 
musDud,  and  the  arrangements  concluded  between  his  Highness  and  the 
British  Govemmeut,  in  no  degree  disturb  your  juit  rights  and  authority, 
or  the  general  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  Mahratta  empire.     Before 
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thb  despatd)  can  reach  yon,  joa  will  have  been  apprized  of  the  full  extent 
of  the  enjcagemeuti  concluded  between  hu  Highneu  the  Peishwa  and  the 
Britith  Government,  by  the  treaty  of  Bonein.  An  examination  of  the 
articles  of  the  treat;  will  demonstrate  the  justice,  moderatioD,  and  honour- 
able policy  of  those  engagements ;  and  a  rerieir  of  the  late  transactions  on 
the  Mahratta  empire  will  be  sufficient  to  convince  you  that  the  interpo- 
ution  of  the  aid  of  the  British  Government  for  the  restoration  of  his  High- 
ness the  Ftishwa  to  the  mninnd  of  Poonah,  far  from  having  a  tendency  to 
■obvert  the  order  of  the  Mahratta  state,  afforded  the  only  means  of  avert- 
ing confusion,  and  of  providinj;  for  the  future  secority  and  tranquillity  of 
every  branch  of  the  Mahratta  power. 

The  sncccM  of  Jeswont  Rao  Holkar  had  completely  establuhed  the  la- 
cendency  of  his  power  in  the  Mahratta  state ;  and  his  vlewg  have  been 
demonstrated  by  his  attempt  to  destroy  the  Peishwa's  government,  and  to 
asntme  the  entire  authority  of  the  Mahratta  empire.  You  must  acknotv- 
ledge  the  danger  to  which  your  interests  and  those  of  the  other  Mahratta 
diieftains  were  exposed  by  the  extraordinary  success  of  Jeswimt  Rao  Hol- 
kar.  In  the  moment  of  his  victory  your  prndence  and  wisdom  foresaw 
the  approaching  ruin  of  your  own  power ;  and  in  the  persuasion  that  the 
progress  of  his  success  must  destroy  your  dominions,  you  soUdted  and 
obtained  the  powerful  and  seasonable  aid  of  the  Britisb  Government.  The 
Mahratta  empire  and  your  power  hare  been  preserved  by  the  timely  Inter- 
position of  the  British  Oovernment,  at  a  moment  when  the  distance  of 
jronr  anny  from  the  scene  of  action  precluded  the  possibility  of  any  effec- 
tual tid  from  yon. 

The  arrangements  connected  with  the  uterposition  of  the  British 
Government  have  efifccted  the  restoration,  and  prorided  for  the  future 
•tability  of  the  Peishwa's  just  authority,  and  have  afforded  additional 
Kcurity  for  the  k^timate  and  separate  rights  of  the  feudatory  chieftains 
of  (he  empire. 

Under  the  treaty  of  Baitrin  those  chiefltdns  are  effectually  protected 
against  any  molestation,  either  on  the  part  of  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  or 
the  British  Government,  unless  any  chief  should  place  himself  in  the  con- 
dition of  a  public  enemy  to  the  state  j  at  the  same  time  an  optiim  is  af- 
fbrded  to  all  the  principal  ehieflaiiu  of  participating  in  the  defensive 
alliance. 

The  constitution  of  the  Mahratta  state,  and  the  authority  of  rarions 
precedents  have  established  the  independent  right  of  his  Highness  the 
Pnshwn  to  contract  with  fore^pi  powers,  all  such  engagements  as  shall 
not  affect  the  separate  rights  and  interests  of  hi)  feudatory  chieftains. 
That  right  is  inherent  in  the  supreme  executive  authority  of  the  Mahratta 
state. 

The  objects  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein  are  to  secure  the  British  dominions 
and  those  of  our  ally  the  Nizam  from  the  dangers  of  contiguous  anarchy 
and  confusion,  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  friendship  towards  our  ally  the  Pdsh- 
wa ;  and  to  proride  at  the  same  time  for  the  safety  of  the  several  branches 
of  the  Mahratta  empire,  without  disturbing  the  constitutional  form  of  the 
state,  and  without  affecting  the  legitimate  independence  of  its  feudatory 
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chiefttins.  TLis  course  of  polic;  i>  e>lculBt«d  to  itrenplien  the  bnods  of 
ainiiy  Kud  aUiance  with  your  Qoverament,  u  well  m  with  erery  atii«r 
bniDcA  ef  lbs  Mahratta  power. 

Under  Aeae  cireunitancei,  tiienfore,  I  tl«em  It  iteeetnry  to  lijtnifr  *» 
fou  my  delenntoed  ruolHtuHi  to  MKompluh  the  proTuioiiB  of  the  treaty 
now  conduded  with  hia  Uij^bueHi  the  Peiihwa ;  any  ■ttoinpl  on  the  pert 
of  aoy  state  or  power  to  obstmct  the  operetion  of  thu  treaty,  any  comU- 
nationi  amoii|(  the  Mahratta  chieftains  directed  to  that  pnrpMe,  miut  be 
deemed  an  act  of  boetile  aj^eirioB  apinit  the  Peiihwa  and  the  BritUh 
Govern  iDent. 

I  have  been  Informed  by  Colonel  Colline  that  it  u  your  tntention  to 
proceed  with  your  army  to  Poodah.  The  origiiml  object  of  yoar  march  to- 
wards that  capital  having  beea  completely  accompliebed  by  the  exectioH 
of  the  British  power,  the  protecution  of  your  march  to  Poonah  is  obTiowly 
unoeceMary  for  any  purpose  connccied  either  with  your  own  aecarity,  or 
with  the  interest*  of  bis  Highness  the  Peishvra.  1  shall,  therefore,  b«  Jus- 
tified in  considering  thftt  measnre  to  Iw  an  nnequirocal  indication  of  yoitir 
reaolutiun  to  attempt  the  subversion  of  die  late  arrangement  concluded 
between  his  Highness  and  the  British  Oevemment,  and  in  that  event  the 
British  Government  will  be  compeUed  tu  adopt  measures  calculated  to 
couDteraci  such  unwarrantsble  designs, 

For  the  same  reason,  your  coatinnaDce  to  the  southward  »f  the  Nur- 
bnddah,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  body  of  your  forces,  is  equally  unneccs- 
suy,  and  is  cnlcahted  to  cicite  apprebenoons  with  regard  to  the  natnre 
of  your  designs.  I  confidently  expect,  therefore,  to  recuve  early  intelli- 
gence of  your  baring  comntenced  yoar  return  to  the  northward  of  that 
rirer. 

The  British  Govemnient  is  disposed  to  arhitrate,  on  pHadpha  of  e^inity 
and  Justice,  any  deraandg  which  yon  nay  have  on  his  Highness  the  Pei^- 
wa.  The  settlement  of  such  demands,  therefore,  cannot  be  considered  to 
be  a  Justifiable  plea  for  yonr  proceeding  to  Poonah.  The  British  Govern- 
ment is  also  willing  to  arbitrate  any  differences  which  may  subsist  between 
you  and  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar,  with  whom  it  is  my  wish  to  maintain  pence, 
provided  he  shall  manifest  a  disposition  to  relinquish  every  inordisete  pre- 
tension, and  to  accept  reasonable  terms  of  accommodation  with  the  Pcith- 
wa,  and  with  the  other  powers  whose  dominions  be  hu  invaded,  and  whose 
rights  be  has  riolated. 

If  the  reports  of  your  intention  to  enter  into  a  confederacy  with  tbe 
Bnjah  of  Berar  should  be  well  founded,  the  British  Government  has  a  right 
to  expect  that  yon  will  explain  tbe  motives  and  olijects  of  snch  a  confede- 
racy, with  the  same  degree  of  candour  v/hiA  I  have  maoifcsted  in  com- 
inunicating  to  you  the  views  and  inteuiiona  of  the  British  Government,  in 
concluding  the  late  urangemenia  with  hk  Highneis  the  Petabwa.  I  deem 
h  necesdory  to  apprite  you  tbat  I  have  addressed  to  tbe  Rajsh  of  Berw 
itpreHcntations  similar  to  tbowt  contained  in  this  letter.  1  hare  ckpreased 
to  that  chieftain  my  solicitude  to  maintain  with  him,  unimpaired,  the  re> 
lationa  of  peace  and  amity ;  and  1  have  at  the  same  time  comoHinicated  to 
him  my  resolution  to  resist  any  attempt,  on  his  pan,  either  singly,  or  com- 
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Uncd  with  an;  other  atate,  to  ohtnict  the  fiill  accompluhmeut  of  the  treaty 
of  Baasein. 

1  further  deem  it  to  be  Deceuar;  to  remind  you,  that  in  conformity  to 
defensive  engfagemenu  aubaistin);  between  the  BritUh  GoTernment  and 
hia  Highness  the  NiEam,  any  attack  upon  hia  Highneas's  territoriea 
mult  be  conaidered  to  be  an  act  of  SKgresaion  againat  the  Britiah  Oorern- 

It  ia  my  eameet  deaire  to  maintnitt  with  yon  the  relations  of  amity  and 
peace  :  but  at  the  aame  time  it  ia  my  determined  reaolotlon  to  reaiat  any 
attempt  on  your  part  to  violate  the  rights,  or  to  injure  the  intereata  of  the 
British  Qovemment,  or  of  ita  alliea. 

If  a  Just  regard  to  the  real  intereata  and  proaperity  of  your  Qoverument 
ahould  divpose  yoa  to  conclude  defenaive  eogsgementa  with  the  honourable 
Company,  dmilar  to  Ihoae  whkh  have  been  coitUacted  with  hia  Highneia 
the  Peiahwa,  I  shall  be  ready  to  enter  into  a  se)(ociation  with  you  for  that 
purpose.  The  iJea  of  friendahip,  however,  will  not  be  relaxed  by  your 
resolution  to  remain  nnconnected  with  the  powen  allied  by  the  treatiea  of 
Hyderabad  and  Basseia. 

Whatever  may  be  your  lietennination  with  regard  to  this  proposal,  I 
•hall  continue  to  maintain,  with  cordial  solicitude,  the  relationa  of  amity 
and  peace  which  have  so  long  aubaiatcd  between  the  British  Oovernmenl 
and  you,  nnless  you  shall  compel  me  to  purane  a  contrary  course.  I  tnist  to 
your  wiadom  and  good  hith,  that  you  will  rather  endeavour  to  strengthen 
the  ties  of  amity  and  good  will,  than  to  favour  the  evil  designs  of  tlie  ene- 
mies of  both  states,  by  listening  to  any  couaaela  adverae  to  the  etabilily  of 
tte  friendalrip  which  now  happily  substats  between  us. 

I  have  inatmcted  Colonel  CoUina  to  communicate  folly  with  you  on  all 
the  pointa  stated  in  thia  letter,  to  which  I  shall  aoxioosly  expect  to  receive 
a  speedy  and  amicable  reply. 

(Signed.)  Wbi.lsslbt. 


'f%e  MargueM*  Wetletley  to  hit  Highneu  the  PeuAiea. 

Fort  William,  !)th  June,  180:j. 
I  hkve  receiTed  with  sentiinenta  of  the  moat  cordial  satis- 
fitction,  the  happy  intelligence  of  your  Highness's  return  to 
Poonah,  and  of  your  restoration  to  your  dominions  and 
government,  to  the  free  exercise  of  your  independent  authority, 
and  to  the  secure  enjoyment  of  your  dignity  and  honour. 
On  tbia  prosperous  result  of  your  auspicious  alliance  with 
the  British  Goremment,  I  offer  to  your  Highness  my  sincere 
congratulations.     The  happy  event  of  your  Highness's  res- 
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toration  was  proclaimed  at  this  capital  by  every  distincdon  of 
military  honour,  and  of  public  rejoicing  on  the  same  day,  on 
which  the  intelligence  of  your  return  to  the  city  of  Poonah 
reached  me ;  and  I  have  ordered  similar  demonstrations  of  joy 
to  be  manifested  at  all  the  principal  stations  throughout  the 
British  possessions  in  India. 

Your  Highness  has  been  restored  to  the  musnud  of  Poonah 
under  every  circumstance  which  could  tend  to  provide  for  the 
efficient  exercise  of  your  authority,  to  secure  your  dignity 
and  independence,  and  to  preclude  the  return  of  evils  similar 
to  those  from  which  your  Highness  has  been  happily  relieved, 
by  the  good  faith,  energy,  valour,  and  power  of  the  British 
councils,  and  of  the  British  army. 

The  situation  in  which  your  Highness  has  been  placed  since 
your  departure  from  Poonah,  has  afforded  sufficient  experience 
of  the  conduct  of  your  ally,  to  enable  you  to  form  a  correct 
judgment  of  the  character  and  views  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  of  the  real  advantages  which  must  be  derived  from 
the  treaty  of  Bassein.  Your  Highness  is  therefore  prepared 
to  receive  with  the  confidence  of  established  friendship,  a  fiill 
explanation  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  my  views  and  ex- 
pectations, in  concluding  the  late  arrangements  with  your 
Highness,  and  of  the  principles  which  will  uniformly  regulate 
the  conduct  of  the  British  Government  towards  your  High- 
ness, and  towards  every  branch  of  the  Mahratta  State.  My 
endeavours  have  been  anxiously  employed  for  some  years 
past,  to  establish  between  your  Highness,  and  the  British 
Government,  such  a  connexion  as  might  secure  the  stability 
and  efficiency  of  your  Highness's  authority,  without  injury  to 
the  rights  of  your  Highness,  or  to  those  of  the  confederate 
chieftains  of  the  Mahratta  empire.  My  efforts  for  that  pur- 
pose were  renewed  at  those  seasons  of  difficulty  and  danger, 
when  your  independence  was  controlled,  and  when  the 
existence  of  your  government  was  exposed  to  hazard,  by  the 
violence,  rapacity  and  ambition  of  your  feudatory  chieftains. 
Had  your  Highness  then  assented  to  the  moderate  and  salu- 
tary proposition  which  I  offered  to  your  acceptance,  you 
could  not  have  been  exposed  to  the  disastrous  event  by  which 
your  Highness  was  expelled  from  Poonah,  by  which  your 
authority  was  subverted,  your  person  endangered,  and  your 
counlry,  and    your   capital   abandoned   to  devastation  and 
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plunder.  Your  HighneBs  ie  now  convinced,  that  the  poverAil 
aUUnce,  which,  if  Beaaonably  formed,  would  have  averted  that 
calamity,  afforded  the  only  means  of  repairing  its  injurious 
consequences,  by  restoring  your  Highness  to  the  free  exercise 
of  your  authority  in  the  state,  and  to  the  full  enjoyment  of 
your  rights,  dignity  and  independence. 

Maha  Rajah  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiab  could  not  easily  have 
subdued  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar,  whose  troops  had  recently 
defeated  the  united  armies  of  your  Highness,  and  of  Scindiab , 
and  your  Highness's  experience  of  the  control  exercised 
over  your  authority  by  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiab  must  have  con- 
vinced you,  ^Bt  even  the  success  of  Scindiah's  arms  against 
the  rebel,  and  your  Highness's  return  to  the  musnud  of 
Poonab,  under  the  protection  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiab,  would 
have  been  followed  by  an  humiliating  subjection  of  your 
dignity  and  power,  to  tbe  control  of  one  of  your  Highness's 
feudatories  and  servants. 

In  the  most  desperate  crisis  of  your  Highness's  affiurs,  I 
renewed  my  former  proposition  to  your  Highness  with  the 
same  limited  views  and  equitable  intentions  to  which  it  was 
originally  directed.  Without  awaiting  your  Highness's  assent 
to  the  articles  of  the  proposed  alliance,  I  immediately  adopted 
the  most  active  measures  for  tbe  protection  of  your  High- 
ness's person,  and  for  the  restoration  of  your  authority ;  and 
your  Highness  has  remarked  with  satisfaction,  the  rapid  and 
judicious  movement  of  the  British  army  under  Major-General 
Wellesley,  and  the  extraordinary  effort  by  which  that  gallant 
and  skilful  officer  saved  your  capital  from  destruction.  The 
conduct  of  the  British  Government  on  this  occasion,  manifests 
the  sincerity  of  my  regard  for  your  Highness's  welfare,  as 
well  as  the  justice  and  moderation  of  my  views.  Reflecting 
on  these  circumstances,  your  Highness  will  rely  on  tbe  sta- 
bility of  the  alUance  which  you  have  wisely  formed,  and  on 
the  good  futh,  equity,  and  magnanimity  of  tbe  powerful 
government  which  I  represent. 

My  object  is  to  establish  a  permanent  foundation  of  general 
tranquiUity  in  India,  by  securing  to  every  state  the  free  enjoy- 
ment of  its  just  rights  and  independence,  and  by  frustrating 
every  project  calculated  to  disturb  the  possessions,  or  to 
violate  the  rights  of  the  established  powers  of  Hindostan,  or 
of  the  Deccan. 
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My  propoaitioDB  to  your  Higfabeis  were  founded  on  the 
application  of  this  general  principle  to  the  circunuitances  of 
your  Highneas's  situation  and  gOTenunent,  and  the  atipulations 
of  the  treaty  of  Bassdn  have  heen  framed  exclusively  with  a 
view  to  maintain  the  general  tranquillity  of  India,  by  prevent- 
ing the  destruction  of  your  power,  and  by  securing  your  just 
rights  from  violence  and  usurpation. 

Under  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  your  Highness  is  restored  to 
the  exercise  of  your  legitimate  power,  on  the  foundation  of 
the  support  of  the  fintish  Government;  the  Company  is 
pledged  to  protect  your  Highness's  dominions  from  any  en- 
croachment, either  on  the  part  of  your  feudatory  chiefWns, 
or  of  any  foreign  power,  at  the  same  time  the  moBt  effectual 
security  is  provided  for  the  preservation  of  the  respective 
interests,  and  possessions  of  all  the  Mabratta  chieftains,  within 
the  limits  of  their  separate  dominions  and  authorities.  The 
late  treaty  being  exclusively  of  a  defensive  nature,  imposes  no 
restraint  upon  any  state  or  power,  which  shall  respect  the 
rights  and  possessions  of  the  British  Government  and  its 
allies,  nor  can  any  right  or  power  to  interfere  in  the  internal 
concerns  of  any  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs  be  derived  from  the 
stipulations  of  that  treaty,  beyond  the  limits  of  your  Highness's 
l^itimate  authority,  to  maintain  which  is  equally  the  duty  of 
your  sul^ects,  feudatories,  and  allies. 

The  presence  of  the  subsidiary  force  at  Poonah  will  enable 
your  Highness  to  enf<H«e  a  due  sulHnission  to  your  auth<Arity 
within  your  inunediate  dorainioBe,  and  your  Highness  is  en- 
titled to  command  the  exertion  of  the  whole  British  power, 
in  the  event  of  any  emergency,  which  may  require  tiie  aid  of 
the  Company,  £o€  the  protection  and  defence  of  your  govern- 
ment and  possessions. 

It  is  neither  consistent  with  the  principle,  nor  necessaryto 
the  objects  of  the  treaty,  that  the  British  Government  should 
exercise  any  interference  m  the  internal  afikirs  of  your  High- 
ness's immediate  government  of  a  nature  injurious  to  your 
dignity  Mid  independence.  The  amicable  right  of  mediation 
which  the  British  Government  derives  from  the  treaty  of 
Bassein,  is  manifeBtly  necessary  to  the  effectual  operation  of 
that  general  guarantee  which  constitutes  a  ftudamental  prin- 
ciple of  the  alliance,  and  which  is  equally  essential  to  the 
preservation  of  your  Highness's  legitimate  authority,  and  to 
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the  aecurity  of  the  just  rights  and  interaata  of  other  states. 
It  is  not  Uie  iatention  of  the  Britiih  GoTermneot  to  claim  the 
exercise  of  the  right  of  mediation,  exceptuig  in  cases  expressly 
warranted  by  the  treaty  of  Basaein,  or  in  those  cases  in  which 
the  British  mediation  has  been  rendered  necessary  by  the 
measures  adopted  for  the  restoration  of  your  Highness  to  the 
uusnud  of  Poonah.  Your  Highness  has  justly  apprwiated 
the  seal,  ability  and  success  of  the  honourable  Major-Greneral 
Wellesley,  in  obtaining  the  co-operation  of  sereral  of  your 
Highness's  southern  Jageerdars  for  the  support  of  your 
Higbness'a  cause,  and  in  securing  their  future  attachment  to 
your  Highness's  Government. 

I  received  with  great  satisfaction  from  Lieut.-Colonel  Close, 
the  information  of  your  Higbneas's  declared  resolution  to 
distinguish  by  your  favour,  those  among  your  Jageerdars, 
who  on  the  faith  of  Major-Oeneral  Wellesley's  aasuranots 
have  manifested  their  attachment  to  your  Highness's  cause, 
and  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  your  Highness  had  ad<^ted 
measures  fi»  conciliating  the  general  body  of  your  subordinate 
Cfaiefs  and  Jageerdars, — your  Highness  must  be  sensible  that 
ttw  complete  consolidation  of  your  authority,  must  depend  in 
B  considcrafak  degree  upon  the  success  of  the  jneosures  which 
you  amy  adopt,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  attachment 
uid  duty  of  your  subordinate  Chiefs  and  Jageerdars.  On 
this  consideration  I  fbuad  a  cimfident  expectation  that  your 
Ifi^utess  will  readily  admit  d>e  advice  and  mediation  of  the 
British  Government  in  fulfilling  the  equitaUe  claims,  and  in 
establishing  the  just  ri^ts  and  privileges  of  that  class  of  your 
aubjects. 

The  stipulation  of  the  treaty  which  requirea  that  your 
Highness  should  n^her  commence  nor  pursue  any  negotia- 
tions with  any  other  state  whatever  without  previous  conimu- 
nloation  with  the  British  Ooveniment,  ia  obviously  essential 
to  tba  ootMoIidation  of  the  friendship  of  the  two  states ;  and 
it  is  a  necessary  eoneequenoe  of  ^e  identity  of  interests  esta^ 
blisbed  between  your  Highness  and  the  British  Government 
by  die  iMe  alliance. 

I  have  now  stated  to  your  Highness  the  utmost  limit  of  my 
views  and  intentions  in  concluding  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  and 
1  trust  that  your  Highness  will  be  satisfied  that  the  alliance 
is  calculated  to  secure  your  Highness's  just  authority,  dig- 
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nity,  and  independence,  to  preserve  your  dominions  from 
internal  anarchy  and  external  danger,  and  to  promote  die 
bappineas  and  tranquillity  of  your  Bubjects,  and  the  general 
prosperity  of  your  government. 

Your  Highness  cannot  fail  to  have  remarked  the  advan- 
tages enjoyed  by  bis  Highness  the  Nizam  since  the  conclu- 
sion of  engagements  with  the  British  Government,  similar  to 
^ose  which  have  now  been  contracted  with  your  Highness. 
While  the  independent  authority  of  the  Nizam  over  bis  sub- 
jects, and  the  internal  order  of  his  dominions  and  government 
have  been  considerably  improved,  the  power  and  importance 
of  the  Court  of  Hyderabad  among  the  states  of  India  have 
been  greatly  augmented  by  the  Nizam's  connection  with  the 
British  Government. 

The  vigilance  and  exertions  of  the  British  power,  under 
the  obligations  of  the  treaty  of  Hyderabad,  have  been,  on 
various  occasions,  successfully  employed  in  suppressing  the 
evils  of  internal  commotion,  and  in  protecting  the  Nizam's 
dominions  from  the  encroachments  and  ambitious  projects  of 
external  enemies ;  under  the  protection  of  the  British  power, 
the  government  of  his  Highness  the  Nizam  has  enjoyed  un- 
interrupted security  amidst  the  distractions  and  disorders 
which  have  disturbed  the  surrounding  states  of  the  Deccan, 
and  which,  if  the  British  protection  had  been  vrithdrawn 
must  have  agitated  the  Nizam's  dominions.  Your  Highness 
will  not  faU  to  contrast  the  comparative  order  and  regularity 
of  the  Nizam's  government,  under  the  protecting  influence  of 
the  British  power,  with  the  confusions  which  have  distracted 
the  state  of  Poonah,  and  which  must  have  endangered  its 
existence,  if  your  Highness  bad  not  solicited  and  obtained 
the  powerful  and  seasonable  protection  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. 

Your  Highness  will  also  contrast  the  condition  of  your 
authority  and  government,  under  the  oppressive  control  and 
unwarrantable  usurpation  of  your  own  chiefs  or  servants, 
with  the  freedom  and  independence  of  his  Highness  the 
Nizam's  authority,  under  the  operation  of  his  defensive  en- 
gagements with  the  Honourable  Company. 

Faithful  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  treaties  sub- 
sisting with  the  Nizam,  the  British  Government  has  inva- 
riably limited  the  exertion  of  its  power  to  the  protection  of 
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bis  Highnesa's  person  and  government,  and  has  msnirested 
an  uniform  disposition  to  maintain  inviolate  the  dignity  and 
power  of  the  Nizam,  and  to  abstain  from  any  infringement 
of  his  Highnesa's  just  authority  within  his  own  dominions. 

Your  Highness  will,  therefore,  be  satisfied  by  an  attentive 
observation  of  the  conduct  of  the  British  Government  towards 
your  Highness,  towards  the  Nizam,  and  towards  all  our  al- 
lies, that  in  concluding  the  late  tdliance  with  your  High- 
ness, my  views  and  intentions  have  been  just,  amicable,  and 
moderate,  that  your  real  and  legitimate  power  is  effectually 
secured  by  this  alliance ;  and  that  under  the  operation  of 
your  engagements  with  the  British  Government,  you  may 
confidently  expect  to  enjoy  that  tranquility  and  security, 
accompanied  by  respect  and  honour,  which  you  have  never 
experienced  under  the  oppressive  influence  of  your  own  sub- 
jects, servants,  or  feudatory  chieftains,  and  which  you  could 
never  have  attained  by  the  aid  of  any  other  state  or  power. 

My  anxious  exertions  will  be  employed  to  m^ntain  the 
alliance  between  the  two  states  in  the  spirit  of  its  original 
formation,  and  to  cultivate  your  Highness's  confidence  and 
ftiendship  by  every  demonstration  of  zeal  for  your  prosperity 
and  happiness,  and  of  respect  for  your  dignity,  authority, 
and  honour. 

-  May  these  sentiments  ever  continue  reciprocal,  and  may 
the  bonds  of  amity  between  your  Highness  and  the  British 
Government  be  perpetuated  by  the  mutual  experience  of  an 
united  interest,  and  by  the  confirmed  sense  of  a  common 
benefit  to  the  alUes,  and  to  every  state  interested  in  the  pre- 
servation of  general  tranquillity,  or  in  the  maintenance  of  a 
just  system  of  harmony  and  order  between  the  respective 
powers  of  India! 

Welleslby. 

For  further  particulars,  I  refer  your  Highness  to  the 
verital  communications  of  the  Resident,  Lieut.<CoIonel  Close. 
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f*e  Margneii  IF*UeiUy  to  the  Secret  Committee  i^  the  Court  o/  Direetor*. 
HONOUKABLE  SiKS,  Fot  WUlMD,  Jttnc  20th,  1803. 

In  my  despatefa  of  die  19th  of  April,  1803*  forwarded 
OTeriaod,  I  had  the  honour  to  communicate  to  your  honour* 
Ue  Conimittee  the  progress  of  transactionfl  on  the  western 
tide  of  the  peninsula,  to  the  period  of  my  latest  adrices,  and 
to  state  my  sentiments  respecting  the  situation  of  affiurs  in 
the  Mihratta  empire.  The  Resident  at  Poonah,  in  con- 
formity to  my  instructions,  has  transmitted  to  your  honour- 
able Committee  a  narrative  of  occurrenoea  in  the  Mahratts 
state  to  the  IStfa  of  May. 

The  intelligence  of  the  important  event  of  bis  Highness 
the  Pmhwa's  restoration  to  the  exerdse  of  his  just  authority 
in  the  Mahratta  state,  under  the  protection  of  die*Britiah 
power,  must  have  afforded  great  satis&ction  to  your  honour- 
aUe  Conunittee.  Every  circuastanoe  coonectod  with  that 
prosperous  event  justifies  a  confident  expectation  of  the  cam- 
pleto  and  pacific  acc<Hn|^hmettt  of  the  beneficiid  objects  of 
the  late  alliance  with  the  Peishwa. 

It  is  my  duty,  on  this  occasion,  to  express  to  your  honour- 
able Committee  the  hi^  sense  which  I  entertain  of  the  dis- 
tinguished ability  manifested  by  the  honourable  Major-Ge-> 
neral  Wellesley  in  conducting  the  British  detadmmt,  under 
his  coDHuand,  from  the  frontier  of  Mysore  to  PoontdL 

The  doeumoits  forming  the  enclosures  to  this  despatch,f 
and  transiutted  by  the  Devaynea,  will  afford  to  your  honour- 
able C<Hnmittee  a  full  view  of  the  considerable  mUitary  skill 
with  which  Major-General  Wellesley  surmounted  the  diffi- 
culties of  his  long  and  arduous  march;  and  combined  the 
various  arrangements  requisite  to  secure  the  supply  and 
movemNit  of  his  army,  and  the  co-operation  and  junctioa  of 
the  troops  from  Hyderabad  and  Bombay.  Your  honourable 
Committee  will  also  observe  with   pleasure   the   prudence, 

•  See  p.  72. 

t  Extracts  of  correspondence  with  Lord  Clive,  General  Stuart,  Ge- 
neral Welleiley,  M^or  Malcolm.  [Thete  documeca  sre  too  Tolnminout 
to  be  publiibed ;  tbnr  general  cootentB  are,  however,  tufficieotly  ex- 
plained by  the  Governor-General  in  tbii  letter.— Ed.] 
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address,  and  temper  with  whidi  Major-General  Wellesley 
conciliated  the  Mahratta  states  occupying  the  countries 
through  which  be  passed,  and  you  will  approre  the  signal 
success  with  which  he  composed  the  various  amtnositiefl  and 
dissensions  of  the  several  Mahratte  chiefs,  and  united  that 
discordant  and  turhulent  race  in  the  oomnum  cause  of  the 
Peishwa  and  of  the  British  Government. 

The  particular  attention  <^  your  honourable  Committee 
will  be  directed  to  the  judgment,  humanity,  and  activity 
manifested  by  Major-General  Weliesley  in  saving  the  city  ot 
Poonah  from  destruction  by  the  rapid  march  and  seasonable 
arrival  of  the  British  troops.  This  happy  event  impressed 
the  inhabitants  of  that  city  with  the  most  favourable  opinion 
of  the  British  power.  It  is  a  circumttaooe  equally  honour- 
able to  our  character,  and  propitious  to  our  interests  in  that 
quarter  of  India,  that  the  first  effects  of  the  British  influence 
.  in  the  Mahratta  dominions  should  have  been  displayed  in 
rescuing  the  capital  of  the  empire  IVom  impending  ruin,  and 
ite  inhabitants  from  violence  and  rapine- 
It  will  be  satisfactory  te  your  honourable  Committee  to  be 
informed  that  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  has  expressed  the 
utmost  degree  of  admiration  in  observing  the  promptitude, 
energy,  and  success  of  those  exertions  to  whi<^  his  Highness 
is  indelrted  for  his  restoration  to  hia  government  and  domi* 
moos ;  and  that  tiie  conduct  of  Jhlsjor-Oenersl  Weliesley, 
and  of  Liient-Col(Hiel  Oose,  on  this  ocoaswn,  has  apparently 
esteblished  in  his  Highness's  mad  Ae  most  implicit  con- 
fidence in  the  good  &ilh,  justice,  and  power  of  the  British 
Government,  and  in  the  valour,  skill,  and  integrity  of  ite 
officers,  wHh  a  high  sense  of  the  benefits  wluch  his  Highness 
must  derive  from  the  operation  of  the  late  alliance  on  every 
twanch  of  hia  interests  and  affairs. 

From  the  enclosed  copy  of  my  latest  advices  from  the  Resi- 
dent at  Poonah,*  your  henouraUeCosDmittee  will  observe  the 
dispo«tion  of  the  Peishwa  to  conform  to  the  advice  and  re- 
commendation of  the  Bvitisb  Government,  in  the  adoption  of 

•  Letter  from  (be  ReM4eBt  M  Poensh,  uodw  itM  2lrt  rf  May,  1803. 
[It  would  require  Mveral  voliusei  to  fpn  the  whole  of  the  cDciogureB  re- 
ferred  to  by  theGuvemor-Cieiienl  ia  hUcorretpaiMleace,  uid  tranunitted 
by  his  Lordihip  to  BsgUnd  j  their  conteota,  purport,  and  Unor,  are  BUf&- 
ciently  detailed  in  the  letters  commenting  on  them.— £rf.] 
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every  measure  necessary  to  consolidate  his  Highness's  autho- 
rity, and  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  the  treaty  of  Baesein ; 
and  you  will  find  that  bis  Highness's  confidence  in  the  British 
Government  has  been  increased,  and  has  received  additional 
confirmation  by  every  event  which  has  occurred  since  his  High- 
ness has  resorted  to  our  protection  for  the  recovery  of  fats 
rights. 

Although  the  information  contained  in  Lieut.-Colonel  Close's 
address  to  your  honourable  Committee,  and  the  tenor  of  my 
latest  advices  from  the  courts  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and 
the  Rajah  of  Berar  tend  to  countenance  the  rumours  of  a 
projected  confederacy  between  those  chieftains  and  Jeswunt 
Rao  Holkar,  the  existence  of  any  such  confederacy  is  still  a 
subject  of  considerable  doubt.  If  any  such  combination  has 
been  formed,  its  object  is  probably  restricted  to  purposes  of 
a  defensive  nature,  without  involving  any  views  of  hostility 
towards  the  British  power.  The  local  situation  and  com- 
parative power  and  resources  of  Scuidiah  and  Rjigojee 
Bhoousia  preclude  the  apprehension  of  any  attempt  of  those 
chiefs  to  subvert  the  Peishwa's  government,  or  the  treaty  of 
Bassein,  at  the  desperate  hazard  of  a  war  with  the  British 
power.  The  situation  of  Holkar  is  precarious  and  acciden- 
tal ;  the  instability  of  the  resources  of  that  adventurer  re- 
duces the  continuance  of  his  power  to  the  utmost  degree 
of  uncertunty,  and  absolutely  deprives  him  of  the  means 
of  opposing  any  systematic  or  formidable  resistance  to  the 
operation  of  our  alliance  with  the  state  of  Poonah.  With 
a  view,  however,  to  anticipate  every  possible  contingency,  I 
have  framed  and  despatched  the  instructions  and  letters 
which  arc  annexed  to  this  despatch,  and  are  noted  in  the 
margin.  * 

Anxious  to  furnish  the  Resident  at  Poonah  and  Major- 
General  Wellesley  with  instructions  for  the  regulation  of 
their  conduct  immediately  after  the  return  of  the  Peishwa  to 
Poonah,  I  have  transmitted  directions  to  those  officers,  in 
a  despatch  to  the  former  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  f 

That  despatch  contained  a  general  statement  of  the  prin- 

■  I.  NoteKofinstructiouB  to  Coloael  Collins,  and  lener  of  &th  of  Map; 
2.  Instruction*  to  ditto,  3rd  of  June,  set  p.  120 ;  3.  Letter  to  Scindiata, 
3nl  of  Jnn« ;  4.  Letter  to  the  R^ah  of  Berar,  13th  of  Hay,  lee  p.  99. 

t  See  p.  106. 
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ciples  on  which  the  late  treaty  with  the  Peiehwa  is  founded, 
of  the  ohjectB  to  which  it  is  directed,  and  of  the  measures 
necessary  to  be  pursued  for  securing  the  complete  operation 
and  stability  of  the  alliance  between  the  Company  and  the 
Mahrattas,  I,  therefore,  deem  it  sufficient  to  refer  your  honour- 
able Ctmunittee  to  that  document  for  information  on  those 
important  points. 

With  a  view  to  aid  the  effect  of  the  representations  which 
Lieut-Colonel  Close  was  instructed  in  that  despatch  to  ad- 
dress to  bis  Highness  the  Peishwa,  I  deemed  it  to  be  expedi- 
ent to  address  a  letter  to  his  Highness,*  a  copy  of  that  letter 
is  also  annexed  to  this  despatch  for  the  information  of  your 
honourable  Committee. 

Your  honourable  Committee  was  informed  by  Lieut.-CoL 
Close  of  the  exactions  levied  by  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  upon 
his  Highness  the  Nizam's  city  of  Aurungabad,  no  reason  ex- 
ists to  countenance  an  apprehension  that  these  depredations 
on  the  Nizam's  territory  are  connected  with  the  supposed 
confederacy  between  Holkar  and  Scindiah.  Destitute  of  any 
permanent  resources,  Holkar  is  compelled  to  supply  his  exi- 
gencies by  indiscriminate  plunder.  It  is  probable  that  Hol- 
kar has  been  induced  to  levy  contributions  from  Aurungabad 
by  the  treacherous  suggestions  of  the  Nizam's  officer  com- 
manding at  that  station,  who  is  believed  to  have  participated 
in  the  booty. 

Major-General  Wellesley,  however,  deemed  it  to  be  proper 
to  direct  Lieut.-Colonel  Stevenson  to  advance  with  the  whole 
of  the  Nizam's  subsidiary  force  towards  Aurungabad  for  the 
eventual  protection  of  bis  Highness's  dominions.  1  have 
lately  received  information  that  Holkar  has  retired  with  bis 
army  from  the  Nizam's  frontier  towards  the  northward. 

The  judicious  arrangements  which  Major-General  Wel- 
lesley has  efi^ted  for  the  disposition  of  the  troops  under  his 
command  is  calculated  to  meet  every  exigency  of  a£fairs,  even 
onder  the  improbable  supposition  that  Scindiah,  the  Rajah  of 
Berar,  and  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  have  really  entertained  de- 
ugns  of  a  hostile  nature  against  the  British  Government  or 
its  aUies.  Our  early  state  of  preparation,  and  the  formidable 
force  which  Major-General  WeUesley  has  opposed  to  every 

■  Letter  to  the  Peishwa,  dated  9th  of  June,  p.  135. 
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pussible  operation  on  the  part  of  any  or  of  nil  those  chief- 
tains, must  effectually  deter  them  from  the  prosecution  of 
war.  In  the  same  spirit  of  seasonable  precaution  Lieut. - 
General  Stuart  has  judged  it  to  be  expedient  to  advance  the 
army  under  his  immediate  command  to  a  position  which  may 
enable  him  to  co-operate  with  the  troops  under  Major-General 
Wellesley  and  Colonel  Sterenson. 

My  instructions  to  Colonel  Collins,  of  the  5th  of  May,*  and 
to  LieuL-Colonel  Close,  of  the  7^  of  May,f  together  with  my 
letter  of  the  15th  of  May,  to  the  Rajah  of  Berar,t  have  pro- 
bably already  produced  an  arrangement  of  a  pacific  nature 
with  all  the  chiefs  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  whose  formal  ac- 
cession to  the  treaty  of  Bassein  has  not  yet  been  signified  to 
me.  The  Peishwa  having  actually  resumed  his  government, 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  have  been  notified  to  Scindiah, 
and  to  the  Rajah  of  Berar.  The  terms  of  the  treaty  must 
also  have  been  known  to  Jeawunt  Rao  Holkar,  and  as  the 
articles  of  the  treaty  provide  a  more  eifectual  security  for  the 
possessions  of  Holkar  and  Scindiah  than  either  could  have 
attained  under  any  other  arrangement  compatible  with  the 
existence  of  the  Peishwa's  power,  it  may  be  expected  that  a 
sense  of  theu:  own  interests  will  induce  those  chie&  to  acqui- 
esce in  the  settlement  which  has  be»i  effected  at  Poonah. 

The  depredations  which  have  been  committed  by  Holkar 
on  the  territories  of  the  Nizam,  unquestionably  would  fiimish 
a  just  ground  of  war  against  that  adventurer,  if  be  were  to  be 
considered  in  the.  situadoB  of  an  established  power  in  India. 
But  as  the  exactions  at  Aurungabad  appear  to  have  been 
levied  with  the  conciu*rence  ofi  the  Nizam's  officers,  whose 
faith  had  been  long  suspected,  and  as  no  principle  of  justice 
or  policy  requires  the  acknowledgment  of  Holkar  among  the 
states  of  India,  I  propose  to  view  this  tiiansaotiun  as  the  com- 
bined offence  of  two  unfaithful  servants  of  the  states  of  Poo* 
nab  and  Hyderabad ;  and  I  ^ail  not  attempt  to  prosecute 
hostilities  against  Holkar,  unless  he  shall  endeavour  by  force 
to  obstruct  the  operation  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein.  It  will 
not  be  difficult  to  obtain  sufficient  satis&ction  for  the  Nizam 
by  pacific  accommodation  with  HoJkar,  after  the  latter  shall 
have  submitted,  formally,  to  the  legitimate  authority  of  the 
Peishwa. 

"  Sec  p.  93,  nUo  p.  120.  f  See  noie  in  p.  IOC.  J  Si;e  p.  99. 
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At  the  date  of  my  latest  advices  iroin  the  Resident  with 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  that  chieftain  had  not  proceeded  be- 
yond the  frontier  of  his  own  territory.  The  Resident  des- 
cribes Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  be  personally  disposed  to 
pursue  measures  of  an  amicable  nature  towards  the  British 
Oovernment,  although  it  is  possible  that  Scindiah  may  have 
been  induced  to  signify  a  reluctant  consent  to  the  formation 
of  the  projected  conspiracy  by  the  urgency  of  hia  principal 
ministers. 

This  circumstance  is  confirmed  by  the  communications 
which  Colonel  Collins  has  received  from  Ballajee  Koonjur, 
the  officer  despatched  by  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  to  Scin- 
diah, for  the  purpose  of  explaining  to  that  chieftain  the  de- 
tail of  the  engagements  concluded  by  his  Highness  with  the 
British  Government. 

I  have  received  intelligence  that  the  Rajah  of  Berar  bad 
entered  his  tents  with  a  view  of  commencing  his  march  from 
Nagpore,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  Scindiah,  but  that  the 
information  of  the  arrival  of  the  British  troops  at  Poonah, 
which  reached  the  Rajah  of  Berar  soon  after  be  entered  his 
tenta,  would  probably  deter  that  chieftain  from  advancing. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  any  opposition  from  the 
Mahratta  chieftains  to  the  complete  accomplishment  of  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  appears  to  be  impro- 
bable, and  I  entertain  a  firm  hope  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment will  be  speedily  relieved  from  the  danger  which  menaced 
our  possessions  in  the  Peninsula  during  the  recent  com- 
motion in  the  Mahratta  empire,  and  that  tranquillity  will 
be  permanently  establiebed  on  our  frontier  by  the  operation 
of  the  alliance  happily  concluded  with  his  Highness  the 
Peishwa. 

'  By  the  annexed  extract  of  a  letter  from  Major-General 
Wellesley,*  your  honourable  Committee  vrill  be  enabled  to 
form  a  competent  judgment  of  the  danger  to  which  the  tran- 
quillity of  Mysore,  and  of  the  Deccan,  would  have  been  ex- 
posed by  the  uninterrupted  progress  of  disorder  and  con- 
fiision  in  the  Mahratta  empire ;  and  you  vrill  estimate  the 
advantages  which  have  been  derived  from  the  success  of  the 

*  Extracts  from  letten  from  Major-OeDertO  Wellesley  to  the  Governor- 
General,  Noa.  1,  2,  3,  4.  See  Appendix. 
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measures  adopted  by  the  British  GoTernment  for  removing 
the  scene  of  war  from  our  ft'ontier,  and  for  restoring  the 
foundations  of  peace  and  good  order. 

By  the  despatch  overland  which  will  convey  this  letter,  I 
have  directed  Lieut.-Colonel  Close  to  suhmit  to  your  honour- 
able Committee  the  latest  advices  which  may  have  reached 
him  from  the  campa  of  Scindiah,  Holkar,  and  the  R^ah  of 
Berar,  with  such  further  observations  as  may  be  necessary  for 
your  information. 

It  would  be  injustice  to  Lieut.-Colonel  Close  to  suffer  this 
despatch  to  depart,  without  adding  my  earnest  request,  that 
your  honourable  Committee  may  be  pleased  to  direct  your 
particular  attention  to  the  zeal,  ability,  and  industry  which 
have  distinguished  the  eminent  services  of  Uiat  valuable 
public  officer  during  the  late  important  crisis  in  the  Mahratta 
empure. 

In  adverting  to  the  conduct  of  Lieut.-CoIoDel  Close  at  the 
Peishwa's  court,  your  honourable  Committee  will  remark  with 
satisfaction  the  unabated  continuance  of  those  able,  honest, 
and  indefatigable  exertions  which  furnished  the  most  essen- 
tial aid  in  the  conquest  and  settlement  of  Mysore,  and  which 
have  since  contributed  to  establish  through  the  Rajah's 
government  a  system  of  internal  administration  calculated  to 
augment  and  secure  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  in- 
habitants of  that  flourishing  country. 

Reviewing  the  general  state  of  affairs,  your  honourable 
Committee  will  concur  in  the  sentiments  of  confidence  and 
satisfaction  with  which  I  reflect  that  the  final  accomplishment 
of  the  arrangements  happily  commenced  at  Poonah,  is  en- 
trusted to  the  approved  abilities  of  Major-General  Wellesley 
and  Lieut. -Colonel  Close. 

In  closing  this  despatch,  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  your 
honourable  Committee,  that  I  should  add  my  expectation  that 
the  necessary  expense  of  the  late  military  operations  in  the 
Peninsula  is  not  likely  to  occasion  any  derangement  in  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  finances  of  the  Company  in  India,  or 
in  the  accounts  or  services  of  the  present  year. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Welleslsy. 
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Tilff  Marqueu  fFelUiley  to  the  Honourable  JU^or-General  WeUetley, 

(Secret.) 

Sir,  Fort  miUam,  Jnoe  26th,  1803. 

The  present  state  of  affairs  in  the  Mahratta  empire,  and 
the  security  of  the  alliance  lately  concluded  between  his 
Highness  the  Peishwa  and  the  British  Government  require, 
that  a  temporary  authority  should  he  constituted  at  the  least 
possible  distance  from  the  scene  of  eventual  negotiation  or 
hostilities,  with  full  powers  to  conclude  upon  the  Bi>ot  what- 
ever arrangements  may  become  necesBary  either  for  the  final 
setdenient  of  peace,  or  for  the  active  prosecution  of  war.  In 
such  a  crisb,  various  questions  may  arise  of  which  the  pre- 
cise tendency  cannot  be  foreseen,  and  which  may  demand  a 
prompt  decision.  The  issue  of  these  questions  may  involve 
the  result  of  war  or  peace,  and  in  either  alternative  the  de- 
lay of  reference  to  my  authority  might  endanger  the  season- 
able despatch  and  the  ultimate  prosperity  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. 

The  success  of  the  military  operations  now  placed  under 
your  directions  may  depend  on  the  timely  decision  of  various 
political  questions  which  may  occur  with  relation  to  the  in- 
terests and  views  of  the  several  Mahratta  Chiefs  and  Jaggeer- 
dars,  and  of  their  Highnesses  the  Pebhwa  and  the  Nizam ; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  issue  of  every  political  arrangement 
now  under  negotiation  with  the  powers  of  Hindostan,  or  the 
Deccan,  must  be  inseparably  blended  with  the  movements  of 
your  army. 

It  is  therefore  necessary  during  the  present  crisis  to  unite 
the  general  direction  and  control  of  all  political  and  military 
affairs  in  Hindostan  and  the  Deccan  under  a  distinct  local 
authority,  subject  to  the  Governor-General  in  Council.  These 
powers  could  not  be  placed  with  advantage  in  any  other  hands 
than  those  of  the  general  officer  commanding  the  troops  desr 
tined  to  restore  the  tranquillity  of  the  Deccan. 

Your  approved  ability,  zeal,  temper,  activity,  and  judg- 
ment, combined  with  your  extensive  local  experience,  your 
estabhshed  infiuence,  and  high  reputation  among  the  Mah- 
ratta Chiefs  and  States,  and  your  intimate  knowledge  of  my 
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views  and  sentiments  coneeming  the  British  interests  in  the 
Mahratta  empire,  have  cletermined  me  to  vest  these  important 
and  arduous  powers  in  your  hands. 

The  nature  of  your  military  command  under  the  orders  of 
his  Excellency  Lieut.-Gener^  Stuart  is  not  hkely  to  admit 
any  doubt,  or  to  lead  to  any  embarrassment.  In  order,  how- 
ever, to  obviate  all  possible  difficulty  on  this  point,  I  hereby 
appoint  you  to  the  chief  command  of  all  the  British  troops 
and  of  the  forces  of  our  allies  serving  in  the  territories  of  the 
Peishwa,  of  the  Nizam,  or  of  any  of  the  Mahratta  states  or 
chiefs,  subject  only  to  the  orders  of  his  Excellency  Lieut.- 
General  Stuart,  or  of  his  Excellency  General  Lake. 

I  further  empower  and  direct  you  to  assume  and  exercise 
the  general  direction  and  control  of  all  the  political  and  mili* 
tary  affairs  of  the  British  Government  in  the  territories  of 
the  Nizam,  of  the  Peishwa,  and  of  the  Mahratta  states  and 
chiefs. 

The  instructions  addressed  to  the  Resident  at  Poonah 
convey  to  you  full  authority  to  carry  into  complete  effect  alt 
the  measures  therein  provisionally  prescribed,  as  far  as  the 
accomphshment  of  those  measures  may  depend  upon  your 
proceedings,  without  previous  reference  to  my  authority. 

I  hereby  confirm  that  authority,  and  I  further  vest  you 
with  full  powers  to  decide  any  question  which  may  arise  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  measures  prescribed  by  those  orders,  ac- 
cording to  the  general  spirit  of  my  views  and  intentions  con- 
cerning the  afiairs  of  the  Mahratta  state,  directing  you  how- 
ever to  refer  to  me  in  all  cases  in  which'  a  previous  reference 
to  my  authority  may  not  appear  to  hazard  the  public  interests. 
Under  the  same  reservation,  I  authorize  and  empower  you  to 
commence  and  conclude  negotiations  with  any  of  the  Mah- 
ratta Chiefs  and  Jaggeerdars  on  the  part  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment, for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  general  objects 
of  the  alliance  lately  concluded  with  his  Highness  the  Peishwa, 
or  of  that  subsisting  with  his  Highness  the  Nizam. 

This  general  authority  especially  empowers  you  either 
directly  or  through  the  representatives  or  officers  of  the  Bri- 
tish Government  to  negotiate  and  conclude  any  engagements 
with  Dowlut  Uao  Scindiah,  with  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  or  with 
Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar,  which  may  induce  those  chieftains  to 
retire  with  their  forces  within  the  limits  of  their  respective 
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domiDiona,  ot  to  afibrd  any  other  satisfactory  pledge  of  their 
respective  pacific  inteotions  towards  the  British  GorerDineiit 
and  its  allies.  You  will  be  carefiil  to  form  any  such  engage- 
ments on  prineipleB  confonnahle  to  the  dignity,  honour  and 
interests  of  the  British  Government  and  of  its  allies,  and  to 
the  spirit  and  tenor  of  our  subsisting  treaties.  You  are  also 
authorized  under  this  instruction  to  arbitrate  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Qov6mment  the  terms  of  any  convention  between 
his  Highness  the  Peishwa  and  those  chieftains  respectively, 
for  the  settlement  of  mutual  differences  or  demands,  or  for 
the  adjustment  of  relative  jffetensions,  and  to  pledge  the 
guarantee  of  the  British  Government  for  the  observance  of 
those  terms  by  the  contracting  parties.  You  are  also  em- 
powered to  arbitrate  and  guarantee  the  terms  of  accommoda- 
tion between  Scindiah  and  Holkar,  if  any  points  should  yet 
remain  unadjusted  between  those  chieiUins ;  and  to  frame^ 
negotiate,  and  guarantee  any  terms  between  those  chieitains 
jointly  or  separately,  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar.  It  is  my  par- 
ticular intention  by  these  instructions  to  enable  you  to  con- 
clude such  arrangements  with  any  of  those  chieftains  either 
separately  or  combined,  as  may  preclude  or  frustrate  any  con- 
federacy, or  other  measures  directed  to  the  sabversion  of 
the  treaty  of  Bassein,  or  to  the  injury  of  our  rights  and  inte- 
rests, or  those  of  our  allies. 

You  are  also  empowered  to  conclude  such  engagements 
with  any  subordinate  chieftains  of  the  Mahiatta  state  as  may 
appear  to  you  to  be  expedient  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
their  co-operation  in  the  event  of  hostiUties  between  the  Bri' 
tish  Government  and  Scindiah,  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  Jeswunt 
Rao  Holkar,  or  any  other  power.  Yon  are  authorized  Air- 
ther  to  adopt  the  necessary  measures  for  conciliating  the  obe- 
dience of  the  subordinate  chiefs  to  the  Peisbwa's  authority. 

Iq  the  actual  relation  of  the  British  Government  to  the 
Peishwa  we  possess  the  right  of  securing  to  the  Chiefs  and 
Ja^eerdars  of  the  Mahratta  empire  the  satisfaction  of  their 
just  and  equitable  claims,  even  independently  of  any  direct 
act  of  the  Peishwa's  Government.  The  exercise  of  that  right 
becomes  a  duty  in  proportion  to  the  danger  with  which  the 
tardy,  infirm,  or  erroneous  proceedings  of  the  Peishwa's  Go- 
vernment may  menace  the  security  of  the  alliance,  and  the 
stability  of  his  Highness's  legitimate  authority. 
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The  policy  of  the  treaty,  and  my  inclination,  would  induce 
ine  to  limit  our  interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
Peishwa's  Government  within  the  most  moderate  hounds.  I 
am  determined)  however,  to  pursue  that  course  which  shall 
lead  most  directly  and  speedily  to  the  foil  restoration  and 
establishment  of  his  Highness'a  authority  on  a  permanent 
basis,  and  to  the  efficient  operation  of  the  benefits  of  the 
alliance.  If  the  imbecility  of  his  Highness's  Councils,  the 
defects  of  his  personal  character,  or  the  intrigues  of  his  ser- 
vants should  tend  to  frustrate  or  to  retard  the  accomplish- 
ment of  those  salutary  objects,  the  provisional  interference 
of  the  British  power  must  be  seasonably  and  firmly  apphed 
to  i-escue  his  Highness  from  the  immediate  effects  of  evils 
which  cannot  be  suffered  to  operate  for  a  moment,  without 
the  hazard  of  every  interest  which  the  treaty  of  Bassein  was 
destined  to  restore  and  to  confirm. 

You  will,  therefore,  proceed  without  delay  to  conclude  all 
such  arrangements  with  his  Highness's  jaggeerdars  and  ser- 
vants of  all  descriptions  as  may  appear  to  you  to  be  necessary 
to  enable  you  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  present  crisis ; 
and  you  will  not  abstain  from  the  most  direct  and  even  osten- 
sible interposition  of  the  British  authority,  which  may  in 
your  judgment  be  requisite  to  secure  the  exertions,  to  animate 
the  zeal,  or  to  reward  the  services  of  the  Peishwa's  subjects 
and  servants  in  the  common  cause  of  bis  Highness  and  of  his 
allies.  Whatever  immediate  expence  may  be  necessary  for 
this  purpose  will  be  defrayed  at  present  by  the  British  Go- 
venunent,  and  will  hereafter  become  a  charge  against  the 
Feishwa,  as  being  inseparably  connected  with  his  Highness's 
restoration  and  establishment. 

Alt  such  engagements  as  you  may  conclude  with  his  High- 
ness the  Peishwa,  and  with  any  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs  and 
jaggeerdars,  or  other  powers,  will  be  confirmed  by  me  under 
the  limitations  and  restrictions  herein  prescribed. 

In  exercising  the  powers  hereby  entrusted  to  your  sole  dis- 
cretion, I  direct  you  to  hold  the  most  unreserved  and  confi- 
dential intercourse  with  the  Residents  at  Poonah,  at  Hyder- 
abad, and  at  the  camp  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  and  also 
with  the  Resident  in  the  territory  of  the  Guicowar;  and 
you  will  regularly  correspond  with  Lord  Clive  and  with 
Mr.  Duncan, 
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Yoa  vill  necessarily  continue  to  receive  the  order  of  his 
Excellency  Lieut.-General  Stuart,  and  to  submit  a  full  view 
of  all  your  operations  to  the  direction  of  his  Excellency.  I 
particularly  enjoin  you  to  submit  to  bis  Excellency  the  ear- 
liest information  of  your  proceedings  of  a  political  nature 
under  these  instructions. 

If  circumstances  should  render  it  necessary  for  fais  Excel- 
lency Lieut.-General  Stuart  to  unite  the  whole  force  of  the 
army  in  the  field,  and  to  assume  in  person  the  general  com- 
mand in  the  Deccan,  in  that  case  I  hereby  vest  the  authority 
conveyed  to  you  by  this  despatch  in  his  Excellency  Lieut- 
General  Stuart,  under  the  fullest  confidence  that  he  will  exer- 
cise it  with  the  same  advantage  to  the  public  service,  which 
I  have  uniformly  derived  from  the  exertion  of  his  ExceUencyV 
distinguished  talents,  experience,  and  virtues. 

In  the  case  supposed  I  empower  his  Excellency  to  delegate 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  authority  to  you ;  and  I 
desire  that  in  exercising  the  said  authority  or  any  part  thereof 
in  his  own  person,  his  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  commu- 
nicate fully  with  you,  and  to  receive  your  advice  and  opinion. 

In  the  execution  of  these  instructions  I  authorize  and  direct 
you  to  employ  any  additional  military  staff,  and  to  require  the 
services  of  any  civil  officers ;  whose  aasbtancc  you  may  deem 
necessary  to  the  despatch  of  the  arduous  affairs  connected 
with  the  subject  of  this  order. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Welleslby. 


No.  XXXV. 

The  Afarqueu  Welletley  to  eke  Hon.  Major-General  fFelleileg. 

(Most  Secret.) 

Sir,    '  Fort  WmiuD,  27tb  June,  1S03. 

The  conduct  of  Scindiah  and  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar  requires 
a  special  notification  to  you  of  my  views  and  intentions  with 
regard  to  the  operations  of  your  army,  and  to  such  political 
proceedings  as  may  be  connected  with  a  state  of  war,  between 
the  British  Government  and  those  chiefs. 
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1.  On  the  receipt  of  this  despatch  you  will  desire  Colonel 
Collins  to  demand  an  explicit  declaration  of  the  views  of 
Scindiah  and  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  within  such  a  number  of 
days  as  shall  appear  to  you  to  be  reasooable,  consistently 
with  a  due  attention  to  the  period  of  the  season,  and  to  the 
facility  of  moving  your  army,  and  of  prosecuting  hostilitiefl 
with  the  advantages  which  you  now  possess. 

%  ,If  that,  explanation  should  not  be  satisfactcwy  on  such 
grounds  ag  in  youi  discretion  you  may  state  to  Colonel  Col- 
lins, you  will  desire  Colonel  Collins  to  repair  to  your  camp 
under  a  proper  escort. 

3.  In  this  event  or  in  any  other  state  of  circumstances 
which  may  appear  to  you  to  require  hostilities  consistently 
with  the  general  tenor  of  my  instructions,  you  will  employ  the 
forces  under  your  command,  in  the  most  active  operations 
against  Scindiah,  or  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  or  agunst  both 
according  to  your  discretion. 

4.  It  is  probable  that  the  state  of  the  rivers  will  afford 
great  advantages  to  your  army,  and  will  embarrass  the  enemy 
in  a  considerable  degree,  if  hostilities  should  commence, 
during  the  rainy  mongoon.  In  this  event,  I  direct  you  to  use 
your  utmost  efforts  to  destroy  the  military  power  of  either,  or 
of  both  chiefs,  and  especially  of  Scindiah ;  and  to  avail  your- 
self of  every  advantage,  which  circumstances  may  offer  to  the 
utmost  extent  of  the  strength  of  your  army.  It  is  particu- 
larly desirable  that  you  should  destroy  Scindiah's  artillery, 
and  all  arms  of  European  construction  and  all  military  stores 
which  he  may  possess. 

5.  In  the  event  of  hostilities,  you  will,  therefore,  proceed 
to  the  utmost  extremity  which  may  appear  to  you  to  promise 
success,  without  admitting  pacific  negotiation,  until  the  power 
of  the  opposing  chief  shall  have  been  completely  destroyed. 
In  such  a  case,  the  actual  seizure  of  the  person  of  Scindiah 
or  of  Ragojee  Bhoouslah  would  be  highly  desirable,  and  the 
state  of  the  rivers  may  perhaps  favour  such  an  advantage. 

6.  In  any  crisis  which  may  exist  under  the  terror  of  your 
approach,  or  at  any  time  after  hostilities  shall  have  actually 
commenced,  I  empower  you  to  conclude  peace  with  Scindiah, 
or  with  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  jointly  or  separately,  on  such 
terms  as  may  appear  to  you  most  advisable ;  I  shall,  hovever, 
state  to  you  the  objects  most  desirable  in  the  event  of  any 
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treaty  with  either,  or  with  both  those  chiefs,  founded  on  their 
aggression,  and  on  our  success  or  power. 

7.  The  entire  reduction  of  Scindiah's  power  would  cer- 
tainly afford  considerable  seciurity  to  our  interests.  In  the 
event,  however,  of  a  peace  with  Scindiab,  which  should  leave 
his  power  in  existence,  among  the  states  of  India,  the  most 
desirable  arrangement  would  be — 

First.  That  Scindiab  should  cede  to  the  Company  all  his 
possessions,  rights,  and  pretensions  witbia  the  countries  to 
the  northward  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  north  Jronder  of 
Gobud  to  the  frontier  of  Jyenaghur,  together  with  all  bis  pos- 
sessions, &c.  to  the  northward  of  Jyenaghur, 

This  cession  would  include  Agra,  Delhi,  and  the  remiunder 
of  the  Doab  of  the  Jumna  and  Ganges ;  the  Mogul's  person 
would  necessarily  fell  under  our  protection ;  this  article  must 
be  a  special  stipulation  of  treaty. 

Our  frontier  towards  the  ceded  provinces  of  Oude  would 
then  be  formed  by  the  small  state  of  Gohud,  and  by  the  Raj- 
poot states  of  Jyenaghur  and  Jodepoor. 

The  Rana  of  Gohud  to  become  tributary  to  the  Company; 
Gwahor  to  be  occupied  by  the  Company. 

Defensive  alliances  to  be  formed  with  Jyenaghur  and  Jode- 
poor. 

By  this  arrangement  the  Mahrattas  would  be  excluded 
from  the  north  of  Hindostan,  and  from  conununication  with 
the  Seiks. 

Secondly.  Scindiab  to  cede  Broach  and  all  his  maritime 
possessions. 

Thirdly.  Scindiab  to  cede  all  bis  possessions,  rights,  &c. 
in  Guzzerat. 

Fourthly.  Scindiab  to  cede  all  his  possessions,  &c.  south- 
ward of  the  Nerbudda. 

Arrangements  might  be  made  for  a  partition  of  these  ces- 
sions with  the  Peishwa  and  the  Nizam. 

In  the  event  of  hostilities  with  Scindiab  and  Holkar,  and 
of  the  complete  defeat  of  those  chiefs,  the  most  distinct  ar- 
rangement would  be,  to  take  for  the  Company  all  the  terri- 
tories, rights,  or  pretensions  of  Scindiab  or  Holkar  to  the 
northward  and  westward  of  the  Nerbudda,  and  to  make  that 
river  the  boundary  of  the  northern  frontier  of  the  Peishwa, 
giving  to  the  Peishwa  all  the  territories,  &c.  of  those  chiefs 
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to  the  southward  of  the  Nerbudda,  with  the  exception  of 
all  sea  ports,  which  must  be  reseired  to  the  Company. 

Bundelcund  is  properly  subject  to  the  Feishwa ;  it  would 
be  desirable  to  obtain  that  province  for  the  Company,  with  a 
view  to  secure  die  navigation  of  the  Jumna,  and  to  the  Jiirther 
security  of  the  province  of  Benarea. 

8.  From  the  Rt^ah  of  Berar  I  should  wish  to  acquire  the 
whole  province  of  Cuttack,  so  as  to  unite  the  northern  Circars 
by  a  continued  line  of  sea  coast  with  BengaL 

This  cession,  including  Balesore,  &c.  to  be  made  either 
absolutely,  or  upon  payment  of  a  moderate  rent,  or  as  a  se- 
curity for  a  subsidiary  force  to  be  introduced  into  the  domi- 
nions of  the  Rajah  of  Berar.  The  district  of  Gurry-Mun- 
dela  has  been  an  object  to  the  Nizam,  this  object  is  to  be 
pursued  according  to  ciFcumstances  in  the  event  of  war  with 
the  Rajah  of  Berar.  Without  securing  one  or  other  of  these 
advantages,  you  will  not  make  peace  with  the  Rajah  of  Berar, 
after  he  shall  have  compelled  you  to  resort  to  hostilities 
against  him,  unless  in  your  discretion  you  should  deem  peace 
with  the  Rajah  of  Berar  advisable  on  different  terms. 

9.  You  are  at  liberty  generally  to  modify  the  terms  of  peace 
herein  suggested,  at  your  discretion,  or  to  change  them  alto- 
gether, if  it  should  become  advisable  to  detach  any  chief 
from  the  confederacy. 

10.  If  Holkar  should  join  the  confederacy,  you  will  act  to- 
wards him  on  the  principles  of  the  preceding  instructions. 
It  is  not  desirable  to  erect  Holkar's  accidental  power  into  an 
established  state  of  India ;  his  reduction  would  certainly  be 
the  most  advisable  policy :  but  the  conduct  and  modification 
of  our  relations  with  Holkar  must  be  left  entirely  to  your  dis- 
cretion. You  will  not,  however,  prosecute  hostilities  against 
Holkar  merely  for  the  purpose  of  obtiuning  indemnity  for  the 
plunder  of  Aurungabad,  or  fiir  any  other  predatory  incursion; 
such  question  may  be  reserved  for  amicable  negotiation. 

11.  In  the  event  of  hostilities,  you  will  take  proper  mea- 
sures for  withdrawing  the  European  officers  Scorn  the 
service  of  Scindiah,  Holkar,  and  of  every  other  chief  opposed 
to  you. 

12.  You  are  at  liberty  to  incur  any  expense  requisite  for 
this  purpose,  and  to  employ  such  emissaries  as  may  appear 
most  serviceable.     You  are  also  at  liberty  to  enter  into  such 
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engagetnente  ae  may  appear  advantageous  with  any  of  Scin- 
diah's  miniaters,  chiefs,  or  Berrants,  or  with  those  of  the 
Rajah  of  Berar,  or  of  Holkar,  and  to  afford  any  useful  en- 
couragement to  the  party  of  the  Ba,ees,*  or  to  any  others 
in  the  dominions  of  any  of  the  confederate  chiefe. 

13.  In  the  event  of  hostilities,  I  propose  to  despatch  proper 
emissaries  to  Gohud  and  to  the  Rajpoot  chiefs.  You  will  also 
employ  every  endeavour  to  excite  those  powers  against  Scio- 
diab.  I  propose  to  engage  to  guarantee  their  independence, 
and  to  secure  to  them  any  other  reasonahle  advantages  which 
they  may  require.  The  independence  of  the  R^poot  chiefs 
would  constitute  a  power  which  would  form  the  best  security 
to  our  north-western  frontier  in  Hindostan,  in  the  suppositioa 
of  Scindiah's  reduction. 

14<.  You  will  apprize  his  Excellency  General  Lake,  through 
the  most  expeditious  channel,  (if  any  more  expeditious 
communication  should  offer  than  through  Calcutta)  of  your 
plan  of  political  and  military  operations  under  these  in- 
structions. 

15.  Scindiah's  retreat  across  the  Nerbudda  (after  his  inso- 
lent and  hostile  declaration  to  Colonel  Collins  of  _the  SSth  of 
May)  will  not  alone  be  a  sufficient  proof  of  his  pacific  inten- 
tions.-)- Unless,  therefore,  Sundiah  shall  have  afforded  full 
satisfaction  and  security  in  your  judgment,  you  will  pursue 
him  across  the  Nerbudda,  if  you  should  deem  that  move- 
ment advisable  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  his  means  of  mis- 
chief. 

16.  The  same  principle  applies  to  any  movement  of  the 
Rajah  of  Berar,  or  of  Holkar.  The  retreat  of  Ragojee 
Bhoouslah,  or  of  Holkar,  to  any  place  situated  within  their 
respective  territories,  or  elsewhere,  will  not  exclusively  amount 
to  a  sufficient  degree  of  satisfaction  and  security,  after  the 
recent  proofs  which  the  confederacy  has  disclosed  of  deter- 
mined hostility  and  arrogant  ambition. 

17.  You  will  consider  what  steps  may  be  taken  to  excite 

'  The  part;  of  Baiezab  Daice,  Donlut  Rao  SciodUb**  aunt,  and  her 
adherenta,  a  ?erj  iofluential  party  in  tbe  adinuiiBtntion  of  hU  affairs. 

t  See  pBf;e  159,  for  ihe  letter  of  Colonel  CoHins  umoiuidiig  this  hostile 
declaretioD. 
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Cashee  Rao  Holkar*  agunst  Jeswunt  Rao,  and  if  in  prosecut- 
ing hostilities  you  ebould  be  able  to  obtun  posseseion  of  the 
person  of  Khundee  Rao  Holkar,f  you  will  avail  yourself  of 
that  advantage. 

18.  The  precise  tune  of  action  from  Oude  and  in  Cuttacic 
cannot  now  be  stated,  but  I  will  seize  Agra,  Delhi,  take  the 
person  of  the  Mogul  under  British  protection,  and  occupy 
the  Doab,  together  with  Cuttack,  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment  after  I  shall  have  learned  that  you  deem  hostilities 
inevitable,  or  as  soon  as  such  measures  of  precaution  may 
appear  to  me  to  be  requisite. 

19.  In  the  movements  of  your  army,  and  in  all  your  pro- 
ceedings under  these  instructions,  you  will  advert  to  the  pre- 
carious state  of  the  Nizam's  health,  and  to  the  necessity  of 
preserving  our  interests  at  Hyderabad  in  the  event  of  his 
Highness's  decease.  The  Resident  at  Hyderabad  will  ap- 
prize you  of  the  orders  which  be  has  received  from  me  res- 
pecting the  succession  to  the  musnud  of  the  Deccan. 

30,  Although  a  division  of  the  French  troops  is  already 
arrived  at  Pondicherry,  and  the  remainder  may  be  soon  ex- 
pected, I  desire  that  you  will  not  he  induced  by  that  event  to 
precipitate  an  accommodation  with  any  of  the  Mahratta 
powers.  The  effectual  security  of  our  interests  in  the  Mah- 
ratta empire  is  the  strongest  barrier  which  can  be  opposed  to 
the  progress  of  the  French  interests  in  India.  The  early  re- 
duction of  Scindiah  ^f  that  chief  should  compel  us  to  resort 
to  hostilities)  is  certain,  and  would  prove  a  fatal  blow  to  the 
views  of  France.  An  imperfect  arrangement  witii  the  Mah- 
ratta power,  or  a  delay  of  active  measures  might  open  to 
France  the  means  of  engaging  with  advantage  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Mahratta  empire. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sic. 

Wellesley. 

*  The  eldert  lefptiroste  son  of  Jetwunt  Rao  Holksr'g  predeceuor.  Too- 
kojee  Holku.  Jeswunt  Rao  ww  an  illei^itiiiiBte  son  of  Tuckojee,  but  by 
■uperior  energy  and  talenta,  became  the  bead  of  that  brancb  of  tbe  Mab- 
ratta  confederacj  in  supercession  of  the  right*  of  CHhee  Rao. 

t  The  legitimate  and  poethunioiu  ion  of  Tuckojee ;  he  itbs  kept  in  cug< 
tody  by  Dowlnt  Rao  Scindiah  as  an  eTcntnal  inBtniment  in  the  proKcution 
of  hit  former  effbrta  for  the  iDbversion  of  Jeswuut  Rao  Molkar'a  poirer. 
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No.  XXXVI. 

Lievi. -Colonel  Cottint'le  the  Sfarqaeu  Wettetle]/. 

My  Lord,  Camp  near  Chickly,  29th  May,  1803. 

1.  In  an  official  address  to  Mr.  Secretary  Edmonstone, 
under  date  the  ^th  instant,  I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
your  Excellency's  notes  of  instructions,  transmitted  to  me  in 
his  letter  of  the  5th  of  this  month.*  At  the  same  time  I  in- 
formed him  that  I  expected  to  have  an  interview  with  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah  on  the  @7th  instant ;  in  which  expectation  I 
was,  however,  dieappomted,  the  Maharage  having  postponed 
granting  me  an  audienoe  until  the  following  day. 

^  Yesterday  afternoon  I  waited  on  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah, 
accompanied  by  my  assistant  Captain  Paris  Bradshaw,  Mirza 
Banker  Khan,  and  Gunput  Roy.  Unna  Bhasker,  Ambajee 
Inglia,  EeituI  Punth,  Bappoo  Cbitnavees,  Moonshee  Kavel 
Nyn,  and  Sudda  Sheo  Rao,  were  present  on  the  part  of  the 
Maharage.  After  an  mterchange  of  compliments,  I  informed 
Scindiah  that  as  he  had  expressed  a  desire  to  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  articles  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Bassein 
between  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  and  the  British  Govern- 
ment, your  Excellency,  actuated  by  motives  of  friendship,  as 
well  as  by  a  wish  to  remove  all  doubts  which  might  be  enter- 
tained at  this  Court  respecting  the  tendency  of  the  late  en- 
gagements contracted  with  Baajy  Rao,  had  directed  me  to 
communicate  to  the  Maharage,  without  delay,  the  whole  of 
that  treaty ;  that,  accordingly,  I  had  brought  with  me  copies 
in  Persian  and  English,  of  the  treaty,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  fully  explained  to  him.  I  then  gave  the  copies  into  the 
huida  of  Moonahee  Kavel  Nyn,  with  a  request  that  he  would 
peruse  the  Persian  one,  and  make  a  faithful  report  of  its  con- 
tents to  his  PriiMte. 

8.  Moonshee  Kavel  Nyn  having  attentively  read  the  whole 
of  the  treaty,  proceeded  to  interpret  it,  article  by  article,  to 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah ;  but  when  the  Moonshee  came  to  the 
l^h  article,  which  expressly  provides  additional  security  for 

•  Tbese  iDSiruc-tionB  ore  given  at  p.  93. 
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the  independence  of  the  feudatory  M&hratta  chiefs,  be  by  no 
means  gave  that  force  to  the  words  thereof  which  he  ought 
to  have  done,  I  was  therefore  under  the  necessity  of  assisting 
him ;  and  I  embraced  this  occasion  of  giving  the  clearest  ex- 
planation of  that  important  stipulation,  and  I  had  the  pleasure 
to  perceive  that  Scindiah  was  at  length  fully  satisfied  of  the 
moderation,  as  well  as  friendly  intent  of  the  12th  article. 

4.  When  the  whole  of  the  treaty  had  been  distinctly  ex- 
plained to  the  Maharage,  I  then  asked  him  whether  he 
thought  it  contained  any  thing  injurious  to  his  just  rights, 
since  I  had  reason  to  think  some  doubts  bad  arisen  in  his 
mind  on  this  head.  Unna  Bhasker,  who  thought  proper  to 
reply  to  my  question,  acknowledged  that  the  treaty  did  not 
contmn  any  stipulation  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the  Maha- 
rage, to  which  the  latter  assented.  I  then  said  it  afforded 
me  real  pleasure  to  observe  that  your  Lordship's  liberal  com- 
munication of  the  engagements  contracted  at  Bassein,  had 
been  productive  of  the  desired  effect,  for  that  connected  aa 
our  respective  states  were  in  friendship,  no  explanation  what- 
ever ought  to  be  withheld  by  either,  which  could  tend  to 
remove  any  doubts  or  suspicions  that  might  occasionally 
occur. 

5.  After  making  the  foregoing  observation,  I  proceeded  to 
state  that  negotiations  had  of  late  been  carried  on  between 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  the  Berar  Rajah.  That  these 
chiefs  were,  I  understood,  to  have  an  interview  shortly,  some- 
where in  the  vicinity  of  this  place.  That  the  Maharage  had 
concluded  a  peace  with  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar,  in  whose  camp 
a  Vakeel  now  resided  on  the  part  also  of  Raghoojee  Bhoous- 
lah.  That  he  (Scindiah)  had  likewise  avowed  an  intention  of 
proceeding  with  his  army  to  Poonah,  accompanied  by  the 
Berar  Rajah ;  and  that  on  combining  these  circumstances,  I 
could  not  but  suspect  that  this  court  meditated  designs  ad- 
verse to  the  interests  of  the  British  Government.  For  since 
his  Highness  the  Peishwa  was  restored  to  the  musnud  of  Poo- 
nah, the  presence  of  the  Maharage  at  that  capital  could  not 
now  be  of  any  use,  but  on  the  contrary,  might  be  productive 
of  evil  consequences.  Nor  could  the  Ibnger  continuance  of 
the  Maharage  in  the  Deccan  be  necessary  to  his  security,  since 
he  had  come  to  an  accommodation  with  the  only  enemy  from 
whom  he  had  any  thing  to  apprehend  south  of  the  Nerbud- 


Digitized  by  Google 


1803.  THE  MARQUESS  WELLESLEY.  ICI 

dah.  That  therefore  I  felt  it  tny  duty  to  require  an  unreserved 
explanation  from  this  Court,  as  well  respecting  the  intent  of 
the  proposed  interview  between  the  Maharage  and  the  Rajah 
of  Berar,  as  regarding  the  nature  of  the  engagements  entered 
into  by  those  chiefs  with  Jeswutit  Rao  Holkar,  as  their  recent 
union  atid  present  proceedings  induced  some  suspicion  that 
they  were  confederated  either  for  the  purpose  of  invading  the 
territories  of  oiu:  allies,  his  Highness  the  Peishwa,  and  the 
Nabob  Nizam,  or  of  subverting  the  arrangements  lately  con- 
cluded between  the  British  Government  and  Baajy  Rao ;  and 
in  order  to  induce  the  Maharage  to  favour  me  with  a  candid 
declaration  of  his  intentions,  I  concluded  with  giving  him  the 
strongest  assurances  of  your  Lordship's  disposition  to  main- 
tain, and  even  to  improve  the  existing  friendly  connection  be- 
tween the  two  Sircars,  and  I  moreover  positively  asserted  that 
the  British  Government  would  make  no  attempt  whatever 
upon  the  independence  of  this  state,  unless  he  (Scindiafa) 
should  provoke  hostiUty  by  acts  of  aggression. 

6.  As  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  did  not  instantly  speak,  Unna 
Bhasker  took  upon  himself  to  say  in  reply,  that  his  master 
had  no  intention  whatever  to  invade  either  the  territory  of  his 
Ifighness  the  Peishwa  or  the  Nabob  Nizam,  adding,  that 
when  Holkar  was  levying  contributions  on  the  city  of  Aurun- 
gabad,  the  Maharage  had  desired  that  chief  to  desist  from 
fiirther  exactions,  and  to  retire  from  the  Nizam's  frontier.  I 
said  that  I  was  highly  gratified  by  these  assurances,  and  ob- 
served that  it  only  now  remuned  for  the  Maharage  to  declare 
that  the  negotiations  between  this  Durbar,  the  Berar  Rajah 
and  Holkar,  were  not  entered  into  with  any  view  to  obstruct 
the  completion  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein. 

7.  Unna  Bhasker  then  plainly  told  me,  that  Scindiah  could 
afford  me  no  satisfaction  on  this  point  until  he  had  conferred 
with  the  Berar  R^jah.  I  instantly  replied,  that  the  proposed 
interview  between  those  chiefs  was  of  itself,  a  sufficient  cause 
to  excite  the  suspicions  of  our  government,  inasmuch  as  the 
present  tranquil  state  of  affairs  in  the  Deccan  did  not  require 
the  adoption  of  a  measure,  seldom  resorted  to  hut  for  hostile 
purposes,  and  at  the  same  time  I  brought  forward  the  argu- 
ments and  observations  contuned  in  your  Excellency's  notes 
of  instructions,  which  I  bad  taken  with  me  to  the  Durbar,  in 
order  to  assist  my  memory, 

VOL.  III.  H 
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8.  I  most  particularly  insisted  on  the  Jiill  right  of  the 
Peishwa,  to  avail  himself  of  the  aid  of  the  British  power  for 
his  restoration,  and  to  contract  his  present  engagements  with 
the  Enghsh,  independently  of  the  consent  of  the  feudal  chiefs 
of  the  Mabratta  empire,  1  also  declared,  and  in  the  plainest 
terms  that  your  Excellency  was  resolved  not  to  admit  of  any 
opposition  whatever,  to  the  execution  of  a  treaty  founded  in 
principles  of  justice  and  moderation,  in  short  I  did  not  fail  to 
introduce  every  argument  with  which  I  had  been  furnished 
hy  your  Lordship,  and  I  moreover,  exerted  every  mode  of 
persuasion  that  I  was  master  of,  in  order  to  induce  this  court 
to  give  me  the  required  explanation  before  any  meeting  should 
take  place  between  Raghojee  Bhooslah,  and  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah,  but  it  is  with  infinite  concern  I  inform  your  Excel- 
lency that  my  utmost  endeavours  on  this  occasion  proved 
altogether  unsuccessful,  Unna  Bhasker  and  Moonshee  Ka- 
vel  Nyn  both  persisting  that  the  Maharage  could  not  possibly 
^ve  me  the  satisfaction  I  required  previously  to  his  confer- 
ence with  the  Nagpore  chiefWn. 

9.  Perceiving  that  the  ministers  would  not  relax  from  this 
declaration,  I  again  addressed  myself  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
diah observing,  that  although  what  I  should  now  say  to  him 
was  unpleasant  to  my  feelings,  yet  the  interests  of  both  Sircars 
required  that  I  should,  without  delay,  or  reserve,  apprize  him 
of  the  line  of  conduct  which  your  Excellency  would  assuredly 
pursue,  should  this  court  persevere  in  withholding  firom  me 
the  information  which  I  had  with  so  much  reason  demanded. 
I  also  remarked,  that  it  was  the  more  incumbent  on  me  to  be 
explicit  in  the  present  instance,  lest  the  Maharage  might 
unadvisedly  be  involved  in  a  serious  and  unequal  contest  with 
the  English. 

10.  I  then  stated,  that  if  this  court  persisted  in  refusing  to 
give  me  the  explanation  which  I  now  demanded,  and  at  the 
same  time  conducted  its  military  operations  in  opposition  to  the 
representation  which  I  had  made,  that  your  Excellency  would 
be  compelled  to  adopt  measures  of  precaution  on  every  boun- 
dary of  the  Maharage's  dominions,  and  moreover  that  certain 
hitelligence  of  the  accession  of  the  Maharage  to  any  confede- 
racy against  the  British  power  would  produce  immediate 
hostility  on  all  parts  of  his  frontier.  I  added  that  were  the 
united   forces  of  the  Maharage,   and  of  the  Berar   Rajah 
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to  march  to  Poonah  at  this  juncture,  your  Lordship  could 
not  but  regard  such  a  procedure  as  indicative  of  hostile 
designs  against  the  British  Government,  and  that  any  attack 
on  the  territories  of  his  Highness  the  Nizau  would  be  con- 
sidered by  your  Excellency  aa  an  act  of  aggression  on  the 
part  of  this  court. 

1 1.  When  I  had  done  speaking,  Unna  Bhasker  positively 
affirmed  that  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  since  his  return  to 
his  capital,  had  repeatedly  written  to  ihe  Maharage,  and  to 
the  Berar  Rajah,  desiring  both  those  chiefs  to  repair  to 
Poonah.  I  expressed  much  surprise  at  this  information,  having 
aa  I  told  Unna  Bhasker,  understood  from  Colonel  Close,  that 
bis  Highness  Baajy  Rao  had  requested  Donlut  Rao  Scindiah 
not  to  advance  to  that  city.  Here  the  Maharage  solemnly 
assured  me  that  he  and  the  fihooslah  had  actually  received 
the  invitations  mentioned  by  Unna  Bhasker,  and  this  prince 
further  asserted  that  the  Peishwa  had  never  written  to  him, 
prohibiting  his  approach  to  Poonah.  To  this  assertion  1  only 
Siud,  that  no  doubt  a  letter  to  that  effect  from  his  Highness 
would  soon  arrive  here.  Then  reverting  to  the  required 
explanation,  I  coloured  Scindiah  in  language  both  urgent  and 
conciliatory,  to  remove  all  my  doubts  and  suspicions  by  an 
immediate  and  candid  avowtd  of  his  intentions. 

IS.  Dowlut  Rao  in  reply  to  those  instances  on  my  part  said 
that  he  could  not  at  present  afford  me  the  satisfaction  I  demand- 
ed without  a  violation  of  the  faith  which  he  had  pledged  to 
the  Rajah  of  Berar.  He  (Scindiah)  then  observed,  that  the 
Bbooslab  was  distant  no  more  than  forty  coss  from  hence, 
and  would  probably  arrive  here  in  the  course  of  a  few  days ; 
that,  immediately  after  his  interview  with  that  Rajah,  I  should 
be  informed  whether  it  woidd  be  peace  or  war.  These  words 
he  delivered  with  much  seeming  composure,  I  then  asked  him 
whether  I  must  consider  this  declaration  as  final  on  his  part, 
which  question  was  answered  in  the  affirmative  by  the  minis- 
ters of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah.  Here  the  conference,  which 
had  lasted  three  hours  ended,  and  I  soon  after  took  a  re- 
spectful leave  of  the  Maharage.  Neither  Scindiah,  nor  his 
ministers,  made  any  remarks  on  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  nor  did 
they  request  a  copy  of  it. 

13.  If  it  be  true,  that  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  has  really 
invited  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  repair  to  Poonah,  of  which 
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fact  the  Mah&rage  assured  me  he  had  undeniable  proofs 
under  the  seal  of  Baajy  Rao,  Scindiah  may  possibly  march 
to  that  cajntal,  and  allege  that  this  measure  was  sanctioned 
by  the  orders  of  the  head  of  the  M ahratta  empire,  I  there- 
fore sincerely  hope  that  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  has  not 
delayed  to  forward  a  letter  to  the  Mabarage,  prohibiting  his 
advance  to  Poonab. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's 
most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 
J.  Collins, 
Resident  D.  R.  S. 


7^1?  Marque**  fFelletleg  to  hit  Excellency  Lieut-General  Lake. 

(Most  Secret  and  Confidential.) 

My  dear  Sir,  Fort  William.  June  28th,  1803. 

Since  the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  7th  of  January,*  on  the 
subject  of  the  affairs  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  you  have  been 
regularly  informed  of  the  transactions  which  have  occurred 
in  Mysore,  and  in  the  Deccan,  in  consequence  of  our  arrange- 
ments  with  the  Peishwa.  You  know  that  Major-General 
Wellesley  marched  with  a  detachment  from  Hurryhaul  to 
Foonah ;  that  be  was  supported  by  the  advance  of  the  subu- 
diary  force  from  Hyderabad,  aided  by  the  Nizam's  contingent, 
while  the  Peishwa  proceeded  from  Bassein  towards  Poonah 
under  the  protection  of  a  detachment  commanded  by  Colond 
Murray.  The  great  object  of  restoring  the  Peishwa  to  his 
government  was  effected  on  the  13th  of  May  without  opp<^ 
sition,  nor  has  any  hostility  of  any  kind  yet  taken  place  be- 
tween our  troops  employed  in  the  Mahratta  territory,  and 
any  of  the  chie&  or  states,  or  even  any  person  whatever  in 
those  dominions.    The  whole  arrangement  has  proceeded  in 

•  See  p.  28. 
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the  moat  prospenras  nuoner  to  its  destined  end.  The  ques- 
tion now  remtuning,  regards  merely  the  stability  of  the  impor- 
tant and  happy  settlement  which  has  been  effected. 

You  wiD  perceive  by  the  documents  which  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  yon,  that  apprehensions  are  entertained  of  the  de- 
signs of  Scindiah,  and  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  that  rumours 
are  circulated  of  the  formation  of  a  confederacy  between  those 
chiefs  and  Holkar,  with  a  view  to  frustrate  the  objects  of  our 
alliance  with  the  Peishwa. 

By  this  conveyance  you  will  receive  copies  of  the  most 
recent  despatches  from  the  Peninsula,  and  you  will  observe 
many  circumstances  which  appear  to  indicate  hostile  designs 
on  the  part  of  Scindiah,  and  which  render  the  conduct  of  the 
Rajah  of  Berar,  and  of  Holkar,  suspicious.  ~ 

I  also  enclose  for  your  moat  secret  consideration  copies  of 
my  recent  orders  to  Major-General  Wellesley.  • 

The  opinion  of  the  most  experienced  and  most  able  men 
acquainted  with  the  policy  of  the  Mabrattas,  is  that  the  sup- 
posed confederacy  will  vanish  upon  the  approach  of  the  Bri- 
tish force,  and  that  the  three  chiefa  wiU  contend  for  prece- 
dence in  pacific  negotiation,  rather  than  in  active  measures  of 
hostiUty.  Scindiah's  language  to  Colonel  Collins,  however, 
has  been  insulting  and  hostile,  and  amounts  to  a  positive  act 
of  aggression  upon  every  received  principle  of  the  law  of 
nations.  Under  different  circumstances,  I  should  undoubt- 
edly have  availed  myself  of  this  favourable  opportunity  of  re- 
ducing the  power  of  Scindiah  by  an  immediate  attack  upon 
his  possessions.  But  in  the  present  state  of  affurs  in  Europe* 
it  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most  pohtic  course  to  abstain  from 
the  exercise  of  our  undoubted  right  of  punishing  this  arro- 
gant chieftain  to  the  last  moment  compatible  with  our  se- 
curity. In  the  mean  while  it  is  necessary  to  adopt  proper 
measures  of  precaution,  and  to  prepare  for  active  exertion  at 
the  earhest  practicable  period  of  time,  although  my  opinion 
is,  that  Scindiah  will  not  proceed  further  in  his  present  rash 
course,  and  will  enter  into  a  satisfactory  accommodation  with 
Major-Gteneral  Wellesley,  as  soon  as  that  officer  shall  have 
opened  a  direct  communication  with  Scindiah.  At  all  events, 
I  am  satisfied  that  we  shall  break  the  confederacy  at  the  first 

•  See  p.  U9. 
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touch,  and  that  if  Scindiah  thinks  fit  to  be  obBtinate,  he  must 
prepare  to  encounter  us,  after  the  loss  of  all  his  allies. 

In  this  state  of  circumstances,  my  dear  Sir,  1  think  it  is 
now  become  necessary  to  commence  the  measures  for  assent 
bling  a  force,  with  a  view  to  active  operations  against  Scin- 
diah.  You  will  at  the  same  time  enter  into  my  extreme  so* 
licitude  to  avoid  every  proceeding  which  can  involve  expense, 
and  which  may  not  be  indispensable  to  our  success.  A  few 
days  must  decide  positively  whether  war  will  become  inevitable. 
From  that  moment  we  must  press  forward  without  hesitation, 
if  the  alternaUve  should  leave  no  prospect  of  peace.  At  pre- 
sent it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  sufficient  to  transmit  to  you 
the  annexed  note,  and  to  add  the  following  observations. 

In  any  operations  to  be  carried  on  against  Scindiah,  I 
imagine  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  collect  oar  troops,  in 
the  first  instance,  at  the  great  cantonments  of  Cawnpore  and 
Futty  Ghur.  A  full  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  ceded 
provinces  has  convinced  me  that  the  civil  power  has  no  further 
occasion  for  that  frequent  and  unlimited  use  of  the  regular 
troops  which  has  occasioned  such  a  dispersion  of  our  force. 
The  internal  peace  and  good  order  of  the  country  must  now 
rest  on  the  justice  and  benevolence  of  our  system  of  govern- 
ment, aided  by  the  ordinary  establishments  of  police,  and 
supported  by  the  vicinity  of  a  great  army,  properly  distributed 
in  such  proportions  as  shall  enable  it  either  to  move  in  large 
bodies  against  an  external  enemy,  or  to  detach  an  adequate 
force  for  the  suppression  of  internal  disorder. 

The  collectors  and  magistrates  must  be  taught  or  compelled 
to  co-operate  in  this  system ;  and  a  due  distinction  must  be 
maintained  between  the  civil  and  military  power.  It  has  been 
my  intention  to  avail  myself  of  an  early  opportunity  to  durect 
the  civil  authorities  in  Oude  to  abstain  from  the  uncontrolled 
use  of  the  regular  troops,  and  to  request  you  to  collect  those 
forces  in  the  cantonments,  according  to  such  a  plan  of  distri- 
bution as  you  might  deem  most  effectual  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  system  stated  in  this  letter.  I  now  request  you 
to  commence  the  execution  of  that  plan  immediately,  and  I 
have  directed  circular  orders  to  be  despatched  to  the  civil 
authorities  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  them  to  co-operate 
in  those  reasonable  views,  of  which  I  deem  the  accomplish- 
ment to  be  essential  to  the  honour  of  the  civil  power,  as  well 
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as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  anny  in  Oude.  You  will  be  able, 
under  this  vieir  of  the  subject,  to  collect  forces  at  the  nece»- 
sary  points  (or  at  least  to  issue  your  first  orders  for  that  pur- 
pose) without  occasioaiug  any  alarm  of  war. 

You  will,  however,  consider  this  suggestion  to  be  subordi- 
nate to  the  great  object  of  securing  such  an  armament  as  may 
enable  us  to  meet  the  important  views  stated  in  my  orders  of 
the  S7th  instant,  to  Major-Cieneral  Wellesley,  and  in  the  note 
annexed  to  this  despatch,  on  the  question  of  preparation  con- 
nected with  that  of  expense,  I  rely  most  implicitly  on  your 
judgment  and  pubUc  spirit,  and  having  fiilly  apprized  you  of 
my  sentiments  and  views,  I  leave  you  to  act  according  to  your 
own  opinion,  with  the  fullest  confidence  that  the  motives  by 
which  your  determination  -wiU  be  guided,  will  be  honourable 
and  prudent.  I  shall  write  to  you  more  fully  in  a  few  days ; 
it  is  desiraUe  that  you  should  receive  this  general  intimation 
of  my  views  as  soon  as  possible. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Sir, 
with  great  respect  and  esteem, 
your  faithfiil  servant, 

Wellesley. 


Note  bjf  the  Marqueu  ^eUetkg. 


Fort  William,  June  28,  1B03. 

Ilie  operationB  of  out*  anoy  in  the  event  of  wu*  with  Sciodiah,  must  be 
directed  to  the  following  objecti. 

lal.  To  >eize  all  hia  potsewions  between  the  Gangei  and  Jumna. 

2nd.  To  take  the  person  of  the  Mogbul  Shah  Alum,  under  our  protec- 
tion. 

3rd.  To  form  alliances  with  the  Ri^pootg,  and  other  inferior  atatei 
beyond  the  Jumna,  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  Scindiah  from  the  north- 
em  districts  of  Hindostan. 

4th.  To  occupy  Bundlecund,  and  thus  to  strengthen  the  frontier  of  the 
Province  of  Benares  against  Scindiah,  or  the  Rigi^  of  Berar. 

The  success  of  such  a  plan  of  operations  would  exclude  the  Mahrattaa 
altogether  from  the  northern  parts  of  Hindostan,  and  would  establish  a 
powerful  barrier  between  our  frontier,  and  that  of  Scindiah,  by  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Rajpoot  and  other  inferior  states,  strengthened  under  our 
protection. 
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In  tbe  execution  of  aach  a  plan,  the  following  dmuutuee*  would  re- 
quire immediate  attention. 

iBt.  The  immediate  rednclioDof  (he  force*  collected  under  the  command 
of  M.  Perron. 

2nd.  The  poueHion  of  the  forts  and  pusea  to  the  southward  of  the 
Jumna,  nhich  would  impede  the  march  of  an  arm;  from  the  Deccan. 

M.  Perron's  forces  are  laid  to  be  at  present  collected  at  Coel,  and  to 
conaiBt  of  about  8000  infantry,  and  an  equal  number  of  caralry.  Sctndiah 
it  is  generally  believed,  hat  no  confidence  in  M.  Perron's  attachment  to 
bis  government.  In  the  event  of  a  war  with  the  British  Government,  it 
is  probable  that  Scindiah  will  endeavour  to  conciliate  M.  Perron,  and 
tbe  prospect  of  this  crisis  of  affurs,  which  would  render  M.  Perron's 
conduct  an  object  of  attention  to  both  states,  may  have  contributed  to 
induce  M.  Perron  to  postpone  bis  avowed  intention  of  relinquishing 
Scindiah's  service,  in  the  hope  of  more  advantageone  offers  from  Scindiah, 
or  from  the  British  Government.  A  considerable  number  of  the  sejmys, 
who  were  discharged  from  the  British  army  at  the  late  reduction,  are  said 
to  have  entered  into  M.  Perron's  service,  and  it  is  supposed  that  if  any 
new  corps  were  raised  in  the  vicinity  of  their  station,  many  would  return  to 
the  service,  and  that  Sdndiah's  European  officen  miji^t  be  induced  to 
reugn  tke  service  of  Scindiah  by  offers  of  a  present  sutwiitence,  and  of  a 
future  establishment  in  the  service  of  some  of  the  alliea,  or  tributaries  of 
the  British  Oovemment. 

It  must  be  ascertained,  whether  it  would  be  safe  or  practicable  to 
endeavour  to  detach  M.  Perron,  or  any  of  the  European  officers  in  Scin- 
diah's service,  or  any  of  Scindiah's  troops  from  their  nmployment  with 
Scindiah,  and  whether  any,  and  what  emissary  should  be  sent  to  M. 
Perron,  or  to  the  officers. 

If  opposition  is  ultimately  to  be  expected  from  M.  Perron's  force,  a 
detachment  of  an  adequate  strength,  formed  at  Sarsney,  or  Bidjeegur, 
mif^ht  ^ther  attack  M.  Perron,  at  Coel,  or  by  an  easy  change  of  position, 
might  intercept  his  communication  with  Agra,  where  it  is  probable  the 
principal  supplies  and  military  stores  would  be  lodged,  unless  such  a 
measure  should  have  been  prevented  by  the  seaaonable  interposition  of  a 
British  force,  between  Agra  and  Coel,  where  M.  Perron's  principal 
depAts  are  understood  to  be  established  at  present. 

Tbe  fort  at  Agra  is  eitenaive,  but  insufficiently  supplied  with  artillery. 
A  new  bastion  is  said  to  have  been  constructed  where  it  was  formerly 
breached  by  M.  Duboigne,  but  this  work  is  said  not  to  have  added  essen- 
tially to  the  defences  of  the  place. 

After  the  reduction  of  Af.  Perron's  force,  the  principal  object  would 
appear  to  be,  to  prevent  Scindiah  from  entering  Hindogtan  with  a  large 
body  of  cavalry. 

If  operations  against  M.  Perron's  force  should  be  necessary,  a  separate 
detachment  of  sufficient  force  might  be  formed  at  Etaw^  to  proceed 
directly  upon  Gwalior,  which  covers  the  principal  route  from  Oojyn  into 
Scindiah's  possessions  in  Hindostan. 

llie  position  at  Gwalior  would  probably  render  it  impossilile  for  Scin- 
diah to  enter  Hindostan  with  a  consideral>le  body  of  cavalry. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1803.  L[EVT.-aENERAL  LAKE.  IG9 

Hie  Ranak  of  Gohnd  ii  g^d  to  be  reduced  to  poverty,  and  to  be  des- 
titute of  resouraeB  or  power.  Thu  Chief,  however,  is  said  to  rettun  con- 
sidenble  influence  nith  the  Jauta. 

It  is  said,  that  the  Ranah  of  Gohud  is  anxions  to  obtun  the  support  of 
the  British  Oovernmeat ;  with  our  support  he  would  probably  be  enabled 
to  ruse  a  considerable  force,  which  might  assist  in  oppoduf;  Scindiah's 
march  into  Hindostan.  The  possession  of  the  fortress  of  OwuHor  by 
British  troops,  would  enable  us  to  support  the  Ranah's  authority  in  the 
country,  and  would  encourage  the  Jauts  to  assist  their  native  Chief 
against  the  depredations  of  Scindiah.  The  Jaut  Rajahs  holding  thestrong 
posts  of  Bhurtpore,  Combajr,  and  Deeg,  to  the  southward  of  Ajifra,  and 
Maturah,  are  believed  to  be  desirous  of  exchanging  their  dependance  on 
Sciadiah  for  the  protection  of  the  British  Goverameut.  An  assnrance 
of  the  secure  possession  of  their  hereditary  tenures,  aud  of  their  internal 
power  would  probably  attach  thoee  petty  states  to  us. 

llie  R^poot  chiefs  of  Jyenagur  and  Jodepore,  have  been  long  dissatis- 
fied under  the  yoke  of  Scindiah.  Those  chiefs  would  probably  enter  into 
subsidiary  eogogements  with  the  British  OoTernmeot,  for  an  adequate 
support  against  the  usurpation  of  the  Mabrottas.  The  accession  of  (he 
Rajpoot  chiefs,  with  the  Ranah  of  Gohud  to  the  interests  of  the  British 
Government,  would  present  an  almost  in  surmountable  barrier  to  Scindiah's 
resumption  of  influence  in  Hindostan. 

As  these  chiefs  would  furnish  considerable  bodies  of  cavalry,  a  small 
force  of  Britieh  infantry  and  artillery  would  be  sufficient  to  couoteract 
any  force  of  that  description  Scindiah  could  detach  from  the  Deccan. 

Bundelcuud  and  Bogbilcund  are  considered  as  fiefs  holden  from  the 
Peishwa;  occnpiedbytheBritishGovemment  either  as  a  security  for  suh. 
sidy  from  the  Peishwa,  or  in  consequence  of  a  subsidy  granted  for  the 
support  of  the  internal  government  of  Bandelcund,  or  Boghilcund,  by 
British  troops,  these  countries  would  oppose  an  effectual  barrier  to  any 
attempts  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  to  disturb  die  tranquillity  of  the  Company's 
provinces  from  those  quarters. 

It  is  believed,  that  Scindiah  has  stationed  a  body  of  predatory  horse  at 
Kalpee  and  Ougaasey,  on  the  southern  baok  of  the  Jumna.  This  point 
requires  immediate  attention. 

With  a  view  to  preparation  for  a  war,  directed  to  all  the  points  stated 
in  this  note,  it  would  appear  to  be  proper— 

Militaiy  Preparation. 

First,  That  the  main  body  of  our  troops  should  be  assembled  at  a  point 
between  M.  Perron's  station  and  Agra,  and  Shah  Allum  invited  to  put 
himself  under  its  protection,  as  soon  as  the  commuuicalioa  with  Delhi 
may  be  opened. 

Second.  That  Agra  should  be  seized,  if  possible,  by  a  separate  detach- 
m*^nt  to  be  assembled  at  Shekoabad. 


i''ourth.  That  Onndelcund  should  lie  occupied  by  a  force  to  be  asscm- 
bled  ut  Allahabad,  or  in  its  viciuity. 
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First-    A  ne^ociAtioD  with  M.  Perron. 

Second.  With  his  European  officers. 

Third.  With  his  troops. 

Fourth.  With  the  Ranah  of  Oohud  and  Jaut  chiefs  of  Bhurtpore  and 
Combur. 

Fifth.  With  the  Rajpoot  chiefs  of  Jyenagur  and  Jodepore. 

Sistlu  With  the  chiefs  of  Bundelcund. 

N.  B.  The  Commander-in-Chief  will  malie  any  preparations  which  he 
■nay  deem  nece«sary,  in  draft  or  carriage  cattle  immediately,  and  will 
order  any  corps  from  any  of  the  lower  stations. 

Benares  must  be  well  protected  until  Bundelcund  shall  be  occupied. 

Q.  Does  the  Commander-in-Chief  think  that  the  experimental  horse 
artillery  with  any  addition  from  the  body-guard  would  be  useful! 

The  Commander-in-Chief  will  be  so  good  as  to  transmit  any  observa- 
tions which  may  occur  to  him  upon  these  notes,  witk  a  detailed  plan  of  a 
camptugn  aguoat  Scindiab. 

WCLLBSLXT. 


Cvlenel  ColHiu,  JUtiiknt  with   Zhtelal  Rao  Seindiah,  to  the  Marqaet* 

My  Lord,  Camp  near  Chickley,  I2th  June,  1803. 

On  the  evening  of  the  8th  instant,  Raghoojee  BhoosUh 
paid  a  visit  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  when  these  chiefs  con* 
ferred  together  in  private,  for  several  hours.  On  the  follow- 
ing day,  I  directed  Gonput  Roy  to  intimate  to  the  Maharage, 
that  as  he  had  now  had  an  interview  with  the  Berar  Rajah, 
it  was  absolutely  incumbent  on  him  to  give  me  an  immediate 
and  explicit  answer  to  the  question  which  I  had  stated  on  the 
S8th  ultimo,  at  his  Dorbar, 

S.  My  agent  Gimpnt  Roy  could  not  obtain  an  audience  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiidi,  until  the  10th  instant,  on  account  of 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  but  in  the  morning  of  that  day, 
he  delivered  my  message  to  the  Maharage,  and  the  euclosiure 
No.  !,  contuns  a  copy  and  translation  of  the  reply*  that  he 
received  on  this  occasion.  Yesterday  Jadoon  Rao  Bhow 
had  a  long  and  secret  conference  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah, 
after  which,  Giuiput  Roy  waited  on  that  minister,  and  urged 

*  See  Appendix. 
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him  to  declare  whether  this  court  intended  peace  or  war,  with 
the  Enghsh,  but  could  obtain  no  satiafactory  answer. 

3.  Aa  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  evasive  conduct  of  this 
Durbar  was  practised,  solely  with  a  view  to  gain  time,  and 
having  been  informed  that  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar,  was  actually 
on  his  march  to  join  the  Maharage,  I  conceived  that  your  Ex- 
cellency would  deem  me  inexcusable,  were  I  to  defer  bring- 
ing the  question  of  peace  or  war  to  an  immediate  issue.  Ac- 
cordingly, I  addressed  a  memorial  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah 
calculated  to  produce  this  efifect,  and  I  herewith  do  myself 
the  honour  to  forward  copies  thereof  (No.  2,)  in  English,  and 
Persian,  for  the  information  of  your  Lordship. 

4.  M irza  Bauker  Khan  went  &om  hence  about  an  hour 
ago,  accompanied  by  Gunput  Roy,  in  order  to  present  the 
memorial  to  the  Maharage,  and  I  shall  not  close  this  letter 
until  his  return,  that  your  Lordship  may  be  apprized  by  this 
dawk,  of  the  result  of  my  present  representation.  At  the 
same  time,  I  shall  transmit  copies  of  my  memorial,  and  of  the 
reply  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiafa,  to  his  Excellency  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  to  the  honourable  M^or-General  Arthur 
Wellesley. 

3.  Ever  since  the  night  of  the  7th  instant,  it  has  rained 
incessantly  at  this  place,  and  so  violently,  at  one  period,  that 
my  dining  tent  had  three  feet  of  water  in  it,  although  the 
ground  of  our  encampment  is  rather  elevated.  The  distress 
which  has  prevailed  here,  for  some  days  past  is  really  great ; 
ottah  sells  at  five  seers  for  a  rupee,  grain  at  five  and-a-half, 
and  grass  b  scarcely  procurable,  even  at  the  rate  of  fifteen 
rupees  for  one  bullock  load.  The  foregoing  detail  will  enable 
your  Excellency  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  wretched  state  to 
which  Scindiah 's  troops  will  be  reduced,  in  the  event  of  his 
prosecuting  hostilities,  since  the  prices  of  all  kinds  of  provi- 
sions will,  it  is  expected,  daily  increase ;  moreover,  there  is  not, 
I  am  credibly  informed  fifty  thousand  rupees  in  the  camp  of 
the  Maharage,  and  the  shroffs*  will  not  assist  him  with  money, 
on  account  of  the  losses  which  they  have  already  sustained  by 
confiding  in  the  promises  of  the  ministers  of  this  court. 

6.  I  am  concerned  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  all 
communication  between  this  camp,  and  that  of  the  Berar 
Rajah,  has  been  rendered  impracticable  ever  since  the  night 
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of  the  8th  instant,  by  reaeon  of  the  overflowing  of  the  Soonn 
Nuddee,*  which  divides  the  two  encampments,  Mirza  Baaker 
has,  in  consequence,  fiiiled  in  several  attempts,  which  he 
made  by  my  directions,  for  the  purpose  of  waiting  on  Rag- 
hoojee  Bhooalah,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  effect  the  perusal 
of  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  1  Sth  ultimo,  had  produced  on 
the  mind  of  that  chieftain.  A  arcumstance  of  which  I  was 
very  desirous  of  being  informed  in  the  present  critical  situa- 
tion of  affairs. 

7.  Mirza  Bauker  and  Gunput  Roy,  are  this  instant  re- 
turned. WTien  they  were  admitted  to  the  presence  of  Dowlot 
Rao  Scindia,  no  person  was  with  him  but  Ballajee  Koonjer, 
Moonshee  Kavel  Nyn  being  indisposed,  the  Maharage  de- 
sired Mirza  Bauker  to  explain  to  him  the  contents  of  my 
memorial,  and  when  this  had  been  done,  Scindiah  said,  that 
as  yet  he  had  not  conferred  on  matters  of  business  with  the 
Rajah  of  Berar,  but  that  I  might  rely  on  having  the  explana- 
tion I  required  in  two,  or  three  days.  Mirza  Bauker  requested 
that  this  answer  might  be  committed  to  writing,  but  which 
the  Maharage  would  not  permit.  The  Mirza  and  Gunput  Roy 
then  took  their  leave  of  him  in  order  to  return  to  me, 

8.  On  receiving  this  verbal  reply,  I  wrote  to  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  that  I  considered  it  as  final,  and  therefore  sincerely 
lamented  its  tendency,  at  the  same  time  I  requested  that  the 
Maharajah  would  order  his  servants  to  supply  me  with  grain 
as  soon  as  possible,  it  being  my  intention  to  proceed  to  Arun- 
gabad  without  delay.  To  my  certain  knowledge  Scindiah 
held  a  private  conference  of  nearly  three  hours  with  Ra- 
ghoojee  Bhooslah  on  the  8tb  of  this  month. 

J.  Collins, 
Resident  D.R.S. 
r.  S.  I  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the  honourable 
Major-General  Arthur  Wellealey  by  express. 

[Enclosure.] 

Copg   of  a  Memorial  addreaied  to   Maharage  Zhtelul  Rao   Scindiah,  bg 
Colonel  C'olllni ;  pretented  bj/  Moonthp  Mirta  Banker  Khan,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  \2lh  ^fJune  1803. 
When  Colonel  CoIUdb  had  the  honor  of  va  au<tieiice  with  Mftharaf^e 

Dowlut  Rao  Scindiuli  on  the  6th  of  Suffer  (28  May)  the  Colonel  hy 

•   Rivulet. 
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order  of  his  ExceUeocy  the  moit  noble  the  Qovemor-Oeneral,  urged  m&nf 
cogent  reuoDi  and  perautuiong  to  ioduce  the  Msbarage  to  declare  with. 
out  delay  or  resenre,  whether  the  late  negotiations  carried  on  between 
thU  Court,  th«  Berar  Rajah,  and  Jeswnnt  Rao  Holkar,  had  been  entered 
into  for  the  purpoie  of  obatmcting  the  completion  of  the  engagementB 
lately  concluded  at  Bauein,  between  bis  Hifhneu  the  Pdshwa  and  the 
British  OoTemment. 

But  although  Colonel  Gollini  was  extremely  urgent  iritb  the  Maharage 
to  give  bim  instant  inforination  on  tbia  important  point,  and  although 
the  Colonel  partjcolarly  pointed  out  the  line  of  conduct  which  the  British 
Oorernment  would  be  compelled  to  pursue,  should  the  required  explana- 
tion be  withheld,  yet  the  ministers  of  this  Durbar  repeatedly  declared 
that  Colonel  Collins  most  not  expect  any  satisfisciory  answer  to  this 
question  until  a  meeting  hod  taken  place  between  the  Maharage  and  the 
Bt^ah  of  Berar.  MaharBge  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  also  said,  that  he  coald 
not,  without  a  violation  of  hie  faith,  give  Colonel  Collins  the  satisfaction 
he  demanded,  until  he  (the  Maharage]  had  conversed  with  Ragoojce 
Bhooslah,  but  that  after  his  interview  with  that  Rajah,  the  Colonel 
should  be  informed  whether  there  would  be  peace  or  war. 

The  proposed  conference  between  Maharage  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah 
and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  having  taken  place.  Colonel  Collins  now  expects 
that  the  Maliarage  will,  conformable  to  his  promise,  explicitly  declare 
whether  it  is  his  design  to  obstruct  the  completion  of  the  treaty  of  Bas- 
sdn,  either  by  means  of  his  own  power,  or  in  conjunction  with  Ragoojee 
Bhooslah,  and  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar.  And  Colonel  Collins  further 
reqnirea,  that  Maharage  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  will  state  without  reserve, 
i^ether  it  be  his  present  wish  and  intention  to  muntun  and  preserve 
the  relations  of  friendship  which  have  so  long  subsisted  between  his  Sircar 
and  the  British  Government.  Finally,  in  performance  of  his  duty.  Colo- 
nel Collins  apprizes  the  Maharage,  that  should  he  now  refuse  or  delay  to 
give  explicit  answers  to  the  foregoing  questions,  and  continue  with  his 
army  south  of  the  Nerbudda,  such  refusal  or  delay  will  be  regarded  by 
his  Excellency  as  an  avowal  of  hostile  designs  on  the  part  of  this  court 
against  the  British  Government.  Colonel  Collins  therefore  hopes  that 
motives  of  moderation  and  justice,  as  well  as  a  proper  sense  of  bis  own 
interests,  will  induce  Maharage  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  act  on  the  pre* 
sent  oecauon  conformably  with  the  relations  of  amity  which  have  so  long 
subsisted  between  the  two  states,  and  which  never  have  been  violated  on 
the  part  of  the  English,  and  consistenily  with  the  declaration  that  he 
(the  Maharage)  made  to  the  Colonel  on  the  29th  of  Zeecaudeh  (24th  of 
March).  But  should  the  Maharage  decline  giving  Colonel  Collins  the 
satisfaction  which  he  now  demands,  in  this  case  the  Colonel  requests  that 
Maharage  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  will  furnish  him  with  a  party  of  horse  to 
escort  him  as  far  as  Aurungabad,  together  with  supplies  of  gnun  suffi- 
cient for  the  snbustence  of  his  sepoys  and  followers,  until  their  arrival 
at  that  city 

J.  Collins, 
Res'.  D.  R.  S. 
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Tie  Marqueu  IFeUetley  to  Ueut.-General  Lake, 

(Private  and  moet  Secret.) 

My  dear  Sib,  For*  WUliam,  July  5th,  1803. 

I  have  delayed  my  communications  with  you,  until  this  day, 
in  the  hourly  expectation  of  a  despatch  from  Colonel  Collins, 
which  might  enable  me  to  decide  the  question  of  war  or 
peace  with  Scindiah.  I  have  just  now  received  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Collins,  under  date  the  ISth  of  June,*  which  has 
determined  me  to  carry  into  execution  with  all  practicable 
speed,  the  general  outlines  of  the  plan  of  war  against  Scin- 
diah, stated  in  myi,letter  of  the  28th  of  June.f  I  shall  now 
write  to  you  from  day  to  day,  but  I  would  not  delay  this 
communication  for  a  moment  Scindiah's  object  is  to  gain 
time.  Ours  must  be  to  act,  between  this  time,  and  the  month 
of  October.  The  seizure  of  Agra  would  be  a  great  and 
masterly  blow.  I  know  you  will  attempt  it,  if  prudent. 
Ever,  my  dear  Sir, 

Your's  most  sincerely  and  affectionately, 
Wellesley. 


Eatract  of  a  Letter  f^om  Mr.  Secretary  Edmonttone  to  Colonel  Johtt  Collitu, 
Raident,  leilh  Dowlul  Rao  ScindtaA,  dated  6fh  July.  1803. 

I.  I  am  directed  by  his  EzceUency  the  most  noble  the  Go- 
vernor-General to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch 
No.  S58,  under  date  ISth  June,  and  to  communicate  to  you 
his  Excellency's  highest  approbation  of  your  conduct  in  the 
important  crisis  of  affairs  described  in  that  despatch.  His 
Excellency  considers  your  conduct  on  this  occasion  to  hare 
been  distinguished  by  the  greatest  degree  of  spirit,  firmness, 
and  decision,  as  well  as  by  the  most  sound  judgment  and  dis- 
cretion, end  by  that  moderation  which  becomes  the  represen- 
tative of  the  British  Ciovemment  even  under  the  most  insult- 
ing and  unwarrantable  provocation.     His  Excellency  entirely 

*  See  preceding  lellcr.  f  See  p.  164. 
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approves  the  memorial  which  you  presented  to  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah.  You  will  find  by  your  subsequent  receipt  of  com- 
munications made  to  you  by  his  Excellency's  authority,  that 
the  course  which  you  have  pursued  on  the  present  occasion, 
is  entirely  conformable  to  his  Excellency's  intention,  and  to 
the  principles  of  policy  by  which  his  Excellency  is  desirous 
of  regulating  the  conduct  of  the  British  Government  towards 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindtah  and  the  R^jah  of  fierar, 

2.  Further  instructions  will  be  transmitted  to  you  at  the 
earliest  practicable  period  of  time.  In  the  mean  while  his 
Excellency  the  Governor-General  deeming  it  expedient  that 
you  should  receive  the  earliest  encouragement  to  pursue  the 
course  of  conduct  which  you  have  so  judiciously  commenced 
has  been  pleased  to  direct  the  immediate  communication  of 
his  entire  concurrence  in  the  measures  which  you  have 
adopted,  and  his  peculiar  approbation  of  the  ability,  temper, 
promptitude,  and  judgment,  by  which  they  have  been  distin- 
guished. 


E^etract  Letter  frwn  G^onel  John  Cdiliru,  Reridfnt,  uriih  Dowlut  Rat 
Sein£ai,  to  the  Marquett  JFelletUy,  Ife.,  dated  14fA  June,  1803. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  to  forward  a  copy  and  translation  of 
the  only  written  reply  which  this  Court  has  thought  proper 
to  return  to  my  memorial  of  the  ISth  instant,  a  transcript  of 
which  formed  a  part  of  my  despatch  to  your  Excellency  of 
the  same  date. 

[^doanrc] 


I  Rcdred  your  friendly  letter  slong  with  the  ptper  conveyioK  yoDr  re> 
qnest  for  dismiuioD,  tod  trnderstand  the  whole  of  both  their  contents. 
The  affitin  of  our  retpecCire  Btates  are  one  and  the  same,  and  yon  are  d» 
pnted  to  preserre  the  relations  of  friendship  on  the  part  of  the  Honourable 
Company.  I  have  been  prerented  by  the  caQtinuuire  of  the  run  from 
gmng  a  lecond  time  to  see  Rajah  Raghoojee  Bhooslah.  Whenever  the 
weather  clean  up,  and  that  I  can  proceed  to  the  camp  of  the  Rajah,  the 
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•Uendance  of  Sal^ee  Koonjer  and  of  Narriao  Rao  Beed  will  be  ordered, 
uid  their  reUtiooi  taken  into  consideration,  and  after  consulting  togetlier, 
yon  sball  then  be  made  ncquuoted  with  whatever  may  be  determined  on ; 
with  respect  to  your  departure,  it  is  not  proper  to  use  hute  on  this  head ; 
intimation  was  personally  givea  to  Qunput  Boy,  whose  report  of  the 
muter  yoa  will  have  received. 
A  true  tranilation, 

Paris  Brads k aw. 
Assistant  to  the  Resident  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 


Lord  Ctuttereagh  to  the  Margueu  WeUetlep. 
(Most  Secret.) 

London,  February  Uth,  1S03. 
My  dear  Lord,  [Received  July  6th,  1803.] 

My  letter  to  your  Lordehip,  bearing  date  tl^e  15th  of  No- 
vember, (raost  secret,  No.  5,)  apprized  you  of  the  reasons  we 
then  had  for  apprehending  that  a  squadron,  preparing  at 
Brest,  was  destined  for  the  East  Indies.  His  Majesty's  nunis- 
ters  thought  it  expedient  at  that  time  to  send  your  Lordship 
instructions,  upon  the  presumption  of  that  intelligence  being 
correct,  and  to  take  naval  precautions  accordingly. 

This  intention  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government,  if  it 
ever  existed,  (which  I  much  doubt,)  has  long  since  yielded  to 
the  presung  exigencies  of  their  service  in  St.  Domingo. 
Notwithstanding  the  successive  reinforcements  sent  to  that 
island,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  35,000  men,  the  French  are  . 
at  this  moment  confined  to  a  few  of  the  principal  stations  on 
the  coast,  their  army  wasted  to  a  few  thousands.  The  negroes 
are  in  possession  altogether  of  the  interior;  and  the  whole 
presents  so  discouraging  a  prospect,  as  to  have  shaken  in 
some  degree  the  perseverance  of  the  first  Consul.  I  hope, 
however,  in  this  single  instance,  bis  obstinacy  will  not  forsake 
him,  and  that  St  Domingo  will  long  continue  to  occupy,  as 
it  has  hitherto  done,  a  large  proportion  of  the  exertion  and 
resources  of  France. 

However  uncertain  and  critical  the  state  of  things  must  be 
deemed  to  be  in  Europe,  I  think  1  can  venture  to  relieve  your 
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Lordship's  mind  from  any  apprehension,  connected  with  tlie 
interests  immediately  entrusted  to  your  care,  which,  from  the 
magnitude  of  our  military  resources  on  the  spot,  are  happily 
less  exposed  to  sudden  attack  than  our  possessions  in  any 
other  quarter  of  the  glohe. 

Under  this  satisfactory  reflection,  that  the  Company's 
dominions  are  in  a  great  degree  grown  out  of  the  teach  of 
danger  from  the  native  powers,  and  cannot  be  threatened,  if 
at  all,  from  Europe,  without  long  notice  and  preparation, 
your  Lordship  may  proceed  confidently  in  executing  all  the 
arrangements  originally  in  your  contemplation,  connected 
with  the  restoration  of  peace.  The  result  of  your  labours 
has  already  reached  us  in  a  degree  sufficient  to  satisfy  my 
inind,  that  your  Lordship's  administration  will  stand  not  less 
distinguished  in  point  of  solid  financial  character,  than  in 
the  mote  brilliant  circumstances  which  have  marked  its  pro- 
gress. 

The  Chairs  propose  brining  the  plan,  of  which  yout  Lord- 
ship is  in  possession,  for  the  reduction  of  the  debt,  hefote  the 
Court  on  Wednesday  next;  and  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed 
memorandum,  that  we  are  using  every  effort  to  procure  a 
liberal  supply  of  silver.  I  have  urged  that  it  should  not 
fell  short,  in  the  present  season,  of  one  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds,  if  so  much  can  he  procured ;  and, 
in  addition  to  the  arrangements  announced  in  that  memo- 
randum, I  have  written  to  his  Majesty's  minister  at  the  Court 
of  Spain  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of  obtaining  a 
supply  from  thence  adequate  to  our  purposes.  I  have  said 
enough  to  prove  to  you  that  we  are  in  earnest,  and  that  any 
&ilure  in  thb  essential  part  of  our  plan  will  arise  neither 
from  want  of  fiinds,  nor  want  of  exertions,  but,  if  it  should 
occur,  will  alone  result  from  the  impossibility  of  procuring 
silver  in  sufficient  quantity. 

I  perceive  your  Lordship,  in  your  letter  to  Lord  Dart- 
mouth, dated  the  5th  of  August,  expresses  a  wish  to  receive 
an  early  confirmation  from  home  of  the  treaty  concluded  with 
the  Vizier.  My  letter,  explaining  to  your  Lordship  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Court  relative  to  your  brother's  appointment 
to  the  Lieut.-Governorship  of  the  ceded  districts  in  Oude, 
vril)  have  apprized  you  of  the  circumstances,  arising  out  of 
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your  own  communications  to  the  Court,  which  led  to  the 
postponement  of  a  final  decision  on  the  subject  at  large,  till 
they  were  in  possession  of  your  promised  despatches.  I  cer- 
tainly do  not  require  any  farther  explanations  to  satisfy  my 
own  mind  of  the  wisdom  and  advantage  of  that  arrangement, 
and  should  be  fiilly  prepared  to  concur  in  giving  it  my  imme- 
diate sanction;  but  not  having  yet  bad  an  opportunity  of 
communicating  with  the  Chairs,  since  the  arrival  of  your  last 
despatches,  I  cannot  judge  in  what  degree  the  Court  will  fed 
precluded  by  their  former  letter  from  acting  without  having 
further  information  before  them ;  in  which  case,  your  Lord- 
ship will  feel  that  there  may  be  some  difficulty  in  eitiier 
pressing  tbem  to  a  decision,  or,  after  what  has  passed,  in 
taking  the  decision  out  of  their  bands.  But  I  shfdl  not  fail 
to  see  how  far  it  is  possible  to  bring  this  subject  to  an  early 
conclusion. 

The  discussion  in  Parliament  on  the  Camatic  question  is 
likely  to  be  put  off  till  after  the  recess,  by  the  volominous 
list  of  papers  moved  for  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  by  a  subse- 
quent coUection  called  for  by  Mr.  Keene.  The  latter  are 
welt  calculated  to  throw  light  on  the  system  of  the  Car- 
natic,  which  cannot  too  strongly  be  brought  into  view.  As 
I  understand  fi^m  Lord  Grenville,  that  he  has  written 
to  your  Lordship  with  regard  to  the  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject  in  Parliament,  I  trust  we  shatl  receive,  before  it  can 
be  brought  on,  your  final  instructions  as  to  the  precise 
view  you  would  wish  to  have  taken  of  the  measure.  The 
topic  which  our  adversaries  at  present  expect  to  derive 
most  advantage  from  is,  by  contrasting  your  tetter  of  the 
86th  of  March,  1800,  vrith  the  subsequent  grounds  of  pro- 
ceeding. 

The  pressure  of  business  connected  with  the  finances,  and 
the  preparations  necessary  for  bringing  the  budget  of  last 
year,  as  well  as  the  arrangements  for  liquidating  the  Indian 
debt,  before  Parliament,  have  hidierto  prevented  me  from 
going  through  the  papers  relative  to  the  College,  which  I 
shall  not  fail  to  do  (the  subject  being  entirely  new  to  me)  as 
early  as  possible,  and  I  shall  feel  anxious,  knowing  how  much 
your  Lordship  is  interested  upon  this  point,  to  address  you 
upon  it  without  any  unnecessary  delay. 
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Lord  William  Benttnck  expects  to  embark  for  Madras 
early  io  March. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  truth  and  regard, 
My  dear  Lord, 
your  Tery  sincere  and  faithful  servant, 

CanLEREAGH. 

P.  3.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  find  that  I  have  not  yet 
seen  much  of  the  correspondence  relative  to  Oude,  which 
passed  with  the  Secret  Committee  previous  to  my  appoini^ 
ment.  I  have  called  for  the  papers,  and  shall  pemse  them 
without  delay. 


Tlie  Right  Hon.  Lord  Cattlereagh  to  the  Marqueu  fTelte^g. 

London,  March  16th,  1803. 
Mr  DBA&  Lord,  [Recdred  Jul;  6th,  1803.] 

You  will  probably  hear  from  me,  by  an  overland  express, 
before  this  despatch  may  reach  you  by  sea.  I  shall  delay  my 
communicalion,  by  the  former  channel,  in  hopes  that  I  may 
be  enabled,  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days,  to  apprise  you, 
with  more  precision  than  I  can  do  at  this  moment,  of  the 
actual  or  probable  result  of  die  present  discussions  carrying 
on  with  the  French  Government.  It  is  enough  for  me  at 
present  to  say,  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  felt  that  the  situa- 
tion, in  which  we  were  placed,  as  well  by  the  importance  and 
delicacy  of  those  dlscusnons,  as  by  the  military  preparations 
which  have  been  carrying  on  for  stHoe  time  past  in  the  ports 
of  France  and  Holland,  destined  ostensibly  for  St.  Domingo 
and  Louisiana,  was  such  as  to  call  for  active  measures  of  pre- 
caution on  our  part;  and  accordingly  a  strong  squadron  has 
been  ordered  to  be  equipped  for  sea.  Press-warrants  have 
been  issued ;  and  the  entire  of  the  militia  has  been  called 
out. 

The  usual  communication  has  been  made  to  ParUament  on 
this  subject,  and  was  received  precisely  with  the  temper  one 
could  wish.  A  strong  disposition  is  shewn  from  all  quarters 
to  support  the  honour  and  the  interests  of  the  country.  Opi- 
nions naturally  withheld  till  information  can  be  given,  but  no 
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attempt  made  to  press  GoveFoment  for  premature  explana- 
tion. 

The  foods,  as  might  be  expected,  fell  on  the  first  alarm, 
but  hare  since  considerably  recovered. 

In  the  present  state  of  things  we  can  only  furnish  your 
Lordship  with  intelligence  of  what  is  passing,  and  desire  you 
to  wait  for  the  result  before  you  adopt  any  measure  which 
can  be  productive  of  expence.  You  will  receive,  through 
the  Secret  Committee,  a  despatch  to  this  effect,  coupled  with 
some  observations  referable  to  the  principles  upon  which  it 
may  be  wise  to  regulate  the  future  measures  of  your  govern- 
ment in  the  event  of  a  renewal  of  hostilities. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  press  these  observations  upon 
your  Lordship's  particular  attention.  The  discussions  which 
have  lately  taken  place  both  at  home  and  abroad  on  the  im- 
portant measure  of  reducing  the  debt,  now  so  happily  brought 
to  a  decision  by  the  plan  for  that  purpose,  before  transmitted, 
having  received  nearly  the  unanimous  sanction  both  of  the 
Court  of  Directors  and  of  Proprietors,  and  the  honourable 
exertions  which  you  have  been  making  by  retrenchments  of 
expence,  for  giving  efiect  to  such  a  measure,  will  render  you 
amongst  the  most  unwilling  to  disturb,  beyond  what  the  exi- 
gency shaO  absolutely  require,  those  arrangements,  on  which 
the  success  of  the  plan  depends. 

I  am  sure  your  Lordship  will  keep  in  view  how  much  will 
be  gained  in  positive  strength  by  directing  our  exertions,  even 
in  war,  against  the  debt,  so  long  as  there  is  little  appearance 
of  the  enemy  being  enabled  to  menace  India.  However 
jealous  France  is  of  our  power  in  the  East,  and  however 
steady  she  may  be  in  her  purpose  of  aiming  at  positions,  from 
which  she  might  one  day  hope  to  shake  that  power,  yet  I 
cannot  persuade  myself  that  she  has,  or  can  have  for  a  length 
of  time,  the  means  to  attempt  any  direct  attack  against 
possessions  so  defended  as  ours  are  by  the  army  now  on 
foot. 

I  wish  you,  therefore,  to  consider  how,  under  the  smallest 
possible  extension  of  expenditure,  the  army  can  be  kept  in 
that  state  of  adequate  preparation  which  belongs  to  war. 
For  the  five  first  years  of  the  late  war,  the  surplus  abroad 
was  as  follows,— 1792-3,  £1,336,000;  1793-4,  £1,683,000; 
1794-5,  £1,458,C00;   1795-6,  £977,000;  1796-7,  £508,000. 
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Whatever  efforts  France  may  be  able  to  make  in  Europe, 
India  cannot  be  considered  as  more  exposed  now  than  in  the 
years  1793-4-5,  &c.,  whilst  Tippoo  was  yet  formidable.  I 
must,  therefore,  indulge  a  sanguine  hope  that  your  Lordship 
will  find  it  practicable  to  adopt  a  system,  even  in  war,  which 
shall  be  compatible  with  our  financial  objects,  and  that  the 
surplus  revenue,  as  in  the  years  alluded  to,  will  be  still  ap- 
plicable in  a  large  amount  to  the  reduction  of  debt.  If  pecu- 
liar  difficulties  arise,  we  must  make  corresponding  ezerttons ; 
but  let  us  save  our  means  till  those  difficulties  appear,  as  far 
as  prudence  will  permit. 

I  conclude  that  the  several  restitutions  have  ere  this  been 
made  to  the  French  and  Dutch  Governments.  How  we  stand 
at  present  with  respect  to  the  Portuguese  settlements,  which 
were  garrisoned  by  us  during  the  war,  I  cannot  ascertain, 
either  from  any  orders  sent  from  home,  or  from  any  intetli- 
,  gence  received  from  abroad.  Under  present  circumstances 
I  have  only  to  request  your  Lordship,  till  you  hear  further 
from  home,  to  turn  your  attention  to  the  possible  result  of 
the  discussions  now  pending,  and  to  digest  previously  in  your 
own  mind  the  war  system,  on  which  you  would  propose  to 
act,  if  hostilities  should  actually  recommence,  limiting  it 
within  the  narrowest  bounds  in  point  of  expence,  which  you 
deem  at  all  consistent  with  the  public  safety.  In  the  latter 
event,  you  shall  receive  early  instructions  from  home  as  to 
the  precise  measures  to  be  taken,  with  respect  to  the  posses- 
sions of  the  several  European  powers  either  on  the  Continent 
of  India,  or  in  the  Eastern  Seas. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

with  great  truth  and  regard, 
your  Lordship's  most  faithful  and  sincere 

humble  servant, 
Castlbreaoh. 

[Enclosure  in  the  foregoing  letter.] 
jleecuHt  of  BuUxon  teM  and  to  be  lenl  to  India,  /i-om  June,  1801,  to  Julp, 


1801.     June  10th,  Terjmckore  (frigate,)    Invoice  amount.   206,754^. 
\t.Sd.i  August  27th,  Sea-Aorte  (do.)  176,444/.  16*.  6^.;  October  10th, 
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Earj/diee  (do.)  50,428/.  1802.  Febnurjr,  Alnteieh  Cattle,  £2,712;. 
February,  Perteverance,  silver,  46,199(.  j  jfold,  6,495/.  j  March  Ut, 
/fallhamtlow,  58,7941, 1  March  4th,  United  Kingdom,  m^\<it.  i  Ma;  8th, 
Fame,  24,979/.  i  May  8th,  CuUand't  Grove,  17,817/.  i  May  12th, -^rfminrf 
jlplin,  18,305/. ;  May  ISth,  Sir  fTttUam  BeniUy,  12,339/. ;  May  12th, 
Tottenham,  38,393/.!  Aogtut  ,  Deeaynei,  31,661/.;  Augnat 
Shelton  Cattle,  194257/. ;  total,  819,777'.  17«.  9</.  Proruioa  for  the  pre- 
seDt  seaH)D,  purchased  aad  ihipped,  360,000/. ;  contracted  for,  893,000/.; 
total,  1,243,000/. 


Etrtraet  of  Letter  from  the  Marquett  Welletley  to  lot  Excellency  Lieut.- 
General  Lake,  the  Commander^n-Chitf. 

My  dear  Sib,  Fort  VTilliam,  July  8tb,  1803. 

Despatches  from  Colonel  Collins  of  the  14th  of  June 
received  this  day,  satisfy  me  that  we  shall  be  able  to  break 
or  rather  to  prevent  the  Mahratta  confederacy  against  the 
Peishwa,  but  Scindiah's  conduct  requires  pimishment ;  and  I 
therefore  wish  you  to  use  every  effort  to  prepare  your  army 
for  the  execution  of  the  plan  of  which  I  have  sent  you  a 
general  outline.  It  is  extremely  important  to  be  able  to  strike 
an  effectual  blow  in  the  course  of  the  next  month.  Act  on 
your  own  judgment,  and  rdy  on  my  most  ardent,  firm,  and 
affectionate  support.  I  am  now  anxiously  employed  in  every 
possible  effort  to  aid  your  ability  and  skill ;  you  will  receive 
official  instruction  from  me  soon,  which  will  correspond  with 
the  tenour  of  my  letters  of  the  SSth  ultimo ;  in  the  meanwhile 
I  wish  you  to  accelerate  every  preparation  for  assembling  an 
efficient  force,  and  to  act  firmly  in  the  issuing  of  all  requisite 
orders,  depending  on  my  unalterable  principles  of  respect  and 
attachment  for  your  aid. 

I  propose  to  despatch  Major  Shawe  to  you  in  a  day  or  two 
with  all  my  private  instructions.  I  hope  he  may  reach  you 
in  ten  days  from  the  day  of  his  departure. 

I  wish  you  to  understand  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  consider  the 
reduction  of  Scindiah's  power  on  the  north-west  frontier  of 
Hindostan  to  be  an  important  object  in  proportion  to  the 
probability  of  a  war  with  France. 
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M.  Du  Boigne  (Sciiidiah's  late  general)  is  now  the  chief 
confidant  of  Bonaparte;  he  ie  constantly  at  St.  Cloud.  I 
leave  you  to  judge  why  and  wherefore? 

Ever  yours  most  futhfuUy, 

Welleslby. 


7%e  Marqueu  fF^ileg  to  the  lUght  Hottourahk  Lord  Clive. 
My  Lobd,  Fort  William,  9tli  July,  1803. 

In  the  present  critical  situation  of  affairs  between  his  Ma- 
jesty and  the  French  Republic,  I  deem  it  proper  to  transmit 
to  your  Lordship  by  express,  the  following  instructions  for 
your  imnediate  guidance. 

First.  Your  Lordship  will  not  restore  to  any  persons  au- 
thorized either  on  the  part  of  the  French,  or  of  the  Batavian 
Republic,  any  possession  withm  the  limits  of  your  Lorship's 
government,  conquered  fioot  the  French  or  the  Dutch  during 
the  war,  and  which  may  now  remain  in  the  occupation  of  the 
British  Government,  without  further  orders  from  me. 

Second.  Your  Lordship  will  use  the  necessary  precautions 
for  securing  the  means  of  making  prisoners  of  war,  the  French 
troops  already  landed  at  Pondicherry,  as  soon  as  you  shall 
receive  orders  from  me  for  that  purpose,  or  shall  learn  by  any 
authentic  advices,  that  the  situatioa  of  affairs  between  his 
Majesty  and  France  may  justify  such  a  proceeding. 

Third.  Your  Lordship  will  not  permit  any  French  troops 
to  land  at  Pondicherry,  or  elsewhere,  without  observing  similar 
precautions  by  stationing  in  their  vicinity  a  force  sufficient  to 
secure  the  objects  stated  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

It  appears  more  desirable  to  admit  the  disembarkation  of 
any  number  of  troops  whose  movements  can  be  commanded 
by  the  British  force  under  your  Lordship's  orders,  than  to 
suffer  any  such  French  force  to  retire  to  the  Mauritius,  or  to 
any  port  in  the  Eastern  Seas,  bom  whence,  in  the  event  of 
war,  hostilities  might  be  prosecuted  by  France  against  the 
British  possessions  in  India.  You  will  therefore  understand 
my  intention  to  be,  to  secure  as  prisoners  of  war,  all  such 
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French  troops  as  may  arrive  in  India,  with  a  view  to  the  im- 
mediate return  of  such  force  to  France. 

Your  Lordship  will  strictly  prohihit  the  recruiting  of  sepoys 
for  the  French  eerTicc  at  Pondicherry.  Any  proceedings  of 
that  nature,  which  may  have  been  commenced  by  the  French 
officers  already  arrived  at  that  settlement,  are  entirely  pre- 
mature, and  irregular.  Poadicherry  is  still  a  part  of  the 
British  territory,  and  the  French  cannot  claim  any  right  to 
recruit  their  army  from  our  subjects. 

Your  Lordship  will  understand,  that  in  the  event  of  the 
French  and  Dutch  possessions  being  utdmately  restored  to 
the  two  Republics,  it  is  my  determination  to  limit  the  recruit- 
ing of  their  respective  native  corps,  within  the  boundaries  of 
their  respective  settlements,  and  strictly  to  prohibit  all  pro- 
ceedings for  the  purpose  of  rusing  or  recruiting  native  corps 
for  the  French  or  Dutch  service  within  the  British  possessions. 
In  order  to  give  full  effect  to  this  prohibition,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  prohibit  under  the  most  severe  penalties,  aU  native 
subjects  of  the  British  Government,  its  dependents,  tributa- 
ries, and  allies,  from  entering  into  the  service  of  any  Euro- 
pean power  excepting  the  British  Government. 

Your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  consider  without  delay, 
the  most  effectual  means  of  providing  adequate  security 
against  any  attempts  of  the  French  or  Dutch  to  raise  or 
recruit  native  corps  beyond  the  limits  of  their  respective 
settlements,  or  among  the  subjects  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, its  dependents,  tributaries,  and  allies. 

With  respect  to  the  native  subjects  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, it  is  my  intention  to  prevent  them  by  the  strictest  laws, 
from  entering  into  the  service  of  any  of  the  native  powers  of 
India,  with  the  exception  of  the  dependents,  tributaries,  and 
allies  of  the  Company,  and  I  desire  that  your  Lordship  will 
take  early  measures  to  the  same  effect. 

Your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this 
despatch  to  his  Excellency  the  Vice-Admiral,  and  you  will 
concert  with  his  Excellency  the  necessary  measures  for  se- 
curing the  co-operation  of  his  Majesty's  squadron  in  any 
proceedings,  which  may  become  requisite  under  these  orders, 
towards  any  French  or  Dutch  force,  which  may  arrive  on  the 
coasts  subject  to  your  Lordship's  government. 
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I  have  received  the  despatch  of  your  Lordship  in  council 
in  the  Secret  Department,  dated  on  the  18th  ultimo,  to  which 
I  shall  have  the  honour  of  replying  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days;  in  the  meanwhile,  I  desire  that  your  Lordship  will 
consider  tbb  despatch  as  the  rule  for  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  of  Fort  St,  George,  towards  the  French  and 
fiatavian  Republics. 

Your  Lordship  wiU  record  this  despatch  in  the  Secret  De- 
partment at  Fort  St.  George,  at  such  time  as  you  shall  deem 
most  expedient  for  the  public  safety,  and  for  the  due  accom- 
plishment of  the  objects  of  these  instructions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Welleslky. 


Tie  Hmourable  G.  H.  Barlew,  E*q.»  to  ihe  Marquett  fTeUfky. 

(Private.) 
My  Lord,  July  12,  1803. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  of  enclosing  the  draft  of  a  note  to 
your  Excellency,  which  I  had  prepared  this  morning.  I  trust 
you  will  excuse  my  sending  it  in  an  almost  illegible  state,  and 
on  scraps  of  paper.  I  had  intended  to  copy  it  fair,  but  it  has 
extended  to  a  greater  length  than  I  had  expected ;  and  not 
being  very  well,  I  do  not  feel  myself  quite  equal  to  the  task. 
In  its  present  state,  it  will,  I  trust,  answer  equally  well  the 
purpose  of  conveying  to  your  Excellency  what  has  occurred 
to  me  on  the  subject  of  the  question  discussed  yesterday. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  the  highest  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  faithful, 

and  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  Barlow. 
(EDcIoanre.) 

Conceiviiifi;  it  may  be  satiihctory  to  foor  Lordship  to  knovr  what  hai 
occurred  to  me  on  a  deliberate  coDaideratioo  of  the  imponant  qoeition 

■  Nonr  Sir  George  Hilaro  Barlow,  O.  C.  B.,  tUen  a  member  of  the  Sn- 
preoie  Council. 
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diicussed  yeeterdny,  1  shajl  do  tDjadt  the  hoDOor  of  stating  the  resalt.  No 
doubt  WM  entertainud,  u  far  as  related  to  the  qoeation  of  ri|(ht  tad  justice, 
that  the  British  Goventmeiit  ivm  at  full  liberty  to  proaecate  the  preseot 
plan  of  meaaures,  or  to  declare  the  alliaoce  with  the  Peiahiva  void.  If  any 
difficulty  existed  with  regard  to  this  branch  of  the  question,  it  was  toasiign 
reasons  for  declaring  the  alliance  at  an  end  without  bazarding  an  impeadw 
inent  of  our  good  faith. 

It  only  remuned,  therefore,  to  determine  whether  f(ood  policy  rei]uired 
our  pereeTeriaii;  or  withdrawing,  under  the  unexpected  circum stances  of 
the  total  inability  of  the  Feishwa  to  fulfil  his  part  of  the  eai;a((ements,  of 
tlie  probability  of  hostilities  with  France,  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Rajah  of 
Berar,  and  the  confederacy  formed  between  Scindiah,  the  Il^ah  of  Berar, 
and  Holkar,  of  the  certainty  of  the  approaching  dissolution  of  the  Nizam, 
and  of  the  nature  of  the  orders  received  front  England. 

If  we  abandon  the  alliance,  and  mthdraw  our  forces,  (whatever  may  be 
the  reaBona  we  may  assign  for  the  measure,}  no  other  construction  will  be 
given,  both  by  friends  and  enemiea,  to  this  change  of  policy  but  this ;  that 
we  were  at  least  doubtful  of  the  success  of  the  impen(Ung  military  ope- 
rations. They  will  never  believe  that  in  the  present  advanced  stage  of  the 
business,  and  after  all  the  declarations  which  have  been  made  by  nor 
ministers  at  the  Mahratta  courts,  that  we  should  abandon  a  plan  which  has 
been  pursued  with  unremitting  perseverance  for  a  course  of  years,  and  the 
advantages  of  which  to  our  interests  are  so  obvious,  but  from  an  apprehen- 
sion of  our  inability  to  repel  the  opposition  which  has  been  raised  to  the 
consolidation  of  our  alliance  with  the  Peishwa.  What  will  be  the  e%ct  of 
this  impression  on  the  minds  of  our  fnmds  and  enemies  i  Our  frienda 
will  no  longer  entertain  their  present  implicit  confidence  in  our  power  and 
protection,  and  our  enemies  will  make  all  India  resound  with  shouts  of 
triumph  at  our  having  yielded  the  field  to  them.  The  mischievous  conse- 
quences which  must  be  produced  by  this  change  in  the  sentiments  of  the 
States  of  India  with  respect  to  the  British  power,  cannot  be  calculated. 

But  is  it  certun,  in  the  event  of  our  withdrawing  our  forces,  that  we 
should  be  allowed  to  retun  the  countries  ceded  to  us  by  the  Peishwa  to  in- 
demnify us  for  llie  expense  of  the  measures  undertaken  for  his  support  I 
Is  it  not  to  be  aj^reheoded  that  the  power  which  might  succeed  in  usurp- 
ing ihe  authority  of  the  Poonah  Gofexoment,  would  endeavour  to  compel 
us  to  relinquish  tlioae  countries,  by  committing  continued  depredations 
in  them,  in  the  confidence  that  the  same  motives  which  induced  us  to  avoid 
war  when  our  armies  were  in  the  field,  and  in  the  most  advantageous  po- 
sitions, would  influence  us  still  more  strongly,  when  we  had  to  collect 
those  armies  agun,  and  which  the  operations  of  the  most  successful  cam- 
paign could  not  be  expected  to  place  in  their  present  advantageous  posi- 
tions? There  is  no  conjecturing  to  what  lengths  the  preanmptuous  cha- 
racter of  the  Mahrattas  might  impel  them  under  such  drcnmstances.  llius 
we  might  be  compelled  to  go  to  war  under  the  disadvantages  of  loss  of 
national  character,  and  of  limited  means,  and  probably  after  having  afforded 
to  the  French  an  opportunity  of  connecting  themselvea  as  auxiliaries  with 
some  of  the  Mahratta  states. 
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SbonJd  tbis  be  the  resnlt,  the  OoTernmeDl  would  incur  n  IiMrf  load  of 
rapomtbilitf  in  England.  Ita  coadtict  mnild  be  fint  ccDBnred  for  engag- 
iog  in  the  alliance,  next,  for  withdrawbig  from  it,  and  iMtly,  for  pladng 
itaelf  in  a  Bitnation  which  reduced  it  to  the  alterna^Te  of  engaging  in  a 
war  under  the  diaadvantagei  abore  stated,  or  of  lacrifidog  the  national 
character  by  relinquishing  the  retained  territories. 

Wth  respect  to  the  expected  death  of  the  Nizam,  nippoiiog  the  Mah- 
rattas,  or  any  of  the  disaffected  memberB  of  the  Nisam's  family,  to  have  it 
in  contemplation  to  take  adrantage  of  that  event  to  destroy  oar  connection 
with  the  Court  of  Hyderabad,  oor  armies  in  the  Deccan  could  not  be  more 
faTonrably  atationed  than  they  are  at  preaent  for  the  purpose  of  frustrating 
any  sucb  des^ns.  If  such  designs  are  entertuned,  I  am  persuaded  it 
would  have  been  your  Lordship's  duty  to  have  called  the  some  armies  into 
the  6e1d,  supposing  no  aUiance  had  been  concluded  with  the  Peiahwa. 

mth  respect  to  the  FVencb,  supposing  the  present  questions  in  Europe 
Dot  to  lead  to  an  immediate  niplnre,  we  are  now  certain  that  the  whole 
eoune  of  their  pc4icy  has  for  its  object  the  subrersion  of  the  British  em- 
pire in  India,  and  that  at  do  distant  period  of  time  they  will  put  their  plans 
into  execution.  It  is  absolutely  necesaary  for  tiie  defeat  of  these  designs, 
that  no  native  state  should  be  left  to  exist  in  India,  whidk  is  not  upheld  by 
the  Britisb  power,  or  the  poUtical  conduct  of  which  Is  not  under  its  abso- 
lute control.  The  restoration  of  the  bewd  of  the  Mahratta  empire  to  his 
Ooremment  through  tbe  influeaee  of  the  Britisb  power,  in  lact,  has  placed 
all  the  remaning  states  of  India  in  this  dependent  relation  to  tbe  British 
Ooremroent.  If  the  alliance  with  the  Fdshwa  is  muntained,  its  natural 
and  necessary  operations  would  in  the  coune  of  time  reduce  Scindiah  (the 
power  which  may  already  be  said  to  be  in  the  interests  of  FVauce)  and  tbe 
Rajdi  ofBerar,  to  a  state  of  dcftendence  upon  tbe  Peiahwa,  and  conse- 
quently upon  the  British  power,  eren  if  tiiey  had  acquiesced  in  the  treaty 
of  Basaein.  But  their  unjust  ^position  to  this  treMy  affords  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  at  once  rednciitg  their  power  to  a  state  that  will  remove  every 
obstacle  to  the  consolidation  of  the  aUiance  with  the  Peishwa,  and  to  the 
attainment  of  all  its  advantages.  When  can  we  hope  for  another  oppor- 
tunity equally  favourable,  or  (under  all  the  probable  consequences  of  with- 
drawing from  the  alliance,)  when  can  vre  hope  to  have  all  India  again  at 
our  command!  With  respect  to  the  chiefs  combined  against  us,  have  we 
any  reasonable  ground  to  apprehend  that  we  shall  not  prevail  in  the  con- 
test ?  The  Ouicowar  state  (always  considered  to  form  a  considerable  part 
of  the  strength  of  tlie  Mahratta  empire,)  is  actively  employed  in  our  sup- 
port. Tbe  Peishwa,  although  unable  from  imbecility  of  character,  to  com- 
maod  with  effect  the  resources  at  his  disposal,  is  with  us.  We  have  tbe  aid 
and  countenance  of  bis  anthority,  and  his  territories  to  the  south  of  tbe 
tiodarery  friendly  to  our  cause,  at  least  more  so  than  to  that  of  our  ene- 
mies. Scindiah,  therefore,  is  tbe  only  chief  who  possesses  the  means  of 
making  any  serious  opposition.  We  know  that  the  Rajah  of  Berar  pos- 
sesses neither  military  knowledge  nor  military  resources.  We  also  know 
that  Holkar's  army  consists  of  a  body  of  plunderers,  and  that  he  has  no 
uieauB  of  mainluining  a  contest  of  any  duration.  Our  army,  well  equipped. 


Digitized  by  Google 


188  TIIE    MARQUESS   M'ELLESLEY    TO  July, 

hu  establUbed  ilKlf  niihin  ihi;  heart  of  the  dominions  of  these  chiefs,  and 
within  a  few  marcliei  of  their  camp,  where  they  are  collected  withoot 
money,  resources,  or  proriBions,  and  where  there  is  every  prospect  we 
shftll  destroy  or  disperse  their  whole  force  at  one  blow.  It  is  Karcely 
possible  that  their  military  power  could  be  placed  in  eircumstances  more 
favourable  for  our  effecting  its  destniclioQ. 

With  respect  to  the  solicitude  expressed  in  Englnnd  for  curjing  into 
effect  the  plan  for  paying  off  the  debt  in  the  next  six  years,  we  can  esti- 
mate with  tolerable  accuracy  to  what  deij^ree  the  execution  of  that  plan  is 
likely  10  be  interrupted  by  a  iiersevenince  in  the  present  cotirae  of  measures 
in  the  Mahratta  empire.  This  iniemiption  is  likely  to  be  less  in  extent 
and  duration  than  that  which  may  be  expected  from  abandoniDg-  the  aJli-. 
ance  with  the  Peishwa,  if  there  is  any  foundation  for  the  conjectures  whidi 
I  have  stated  as  to  the  probable  consequences  of  that  measnre.  Ever;  year 
would  probably  produce  some  of  those  calamities  which  nould  incTitably 
attend  our  declining  power  and  influence,  and  we  cannot  conjecture  what 
would  be  our  situation  at  the  expiration  of  six  years.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  we  persevere  in  the  present  measures,  and  succeed,  we  are  certain,  not 
only  that  theexisting  debt,  with  the  addition  toil  which  may  be  occasioned 
by  the  prosecution  of  the  present  measures,  will  be  exliDguished  within  the 
expected  time,  but  that  the  British  power  will  be  established  tbruughout 
India,  in  prosperity,  glory,  and  security. 

The  conviction  of  the  Justice  andirisdomof  the  line  of  policy  which  your 
Excellency  has  pursued  with  respect  to  dK  Mohrstta  empire,  is  more 
strongly  impressed  on  my  mind  in  proportion  as  1  consider  it  in  all  iU 
relations.  I  am  confident  that  the  line  of  policy  is  entitled  to  this  cha- 
racter, whether  considered  with  reference  to  the  discharge  of  the  debt,  to 
the  augmentation  at  the  invettment,  or  the  other  objects  H^uch  the  autbo- 
rities  in  England  have  in  view,  to  the  true  interests  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs, 
to  the  bappinesa  of  the  millions  of  wretched  people  who  inhabit  the  conn- 
tries  subjected  to  their  power,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  French,  to  the  honour 
aod  reputation  of  oar  national  character,  or  to  the  stability  of  the  Biitiah 
empire  in  India. 


XLVII. 

T^e  Siarqueu  fVelletley  19  Lieut. 'GenertU  Lake. 

(Secret  and  Confidential.} 

My  DEAR  Sir,  Fort  miliam,  July  18th,  1803. 

I  received  this  day  with  the  greatest  satisfactioii,  your  very 
able  and  encouraging  communication  of  the  9th  instant.  I 
return  a  copy  of  your  memorandum  with  marginal  notes  by 
this  express.     I  trust  that  these  notes,  together  with  my  late 
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official  commuDicadons  and  orderii  will  be  satisfactory  to  you. 
I  am  BO  unwell  in  consequence  of  a  severe  attack  of  rbeuma* 
tism,  that  it  ia  with  difficulty  I  can  contrive  to  write  even  a 
few  lines;  but  I  hope  that  you  will  perceive  the  pleasure 
which  I  derive  from  the  prospect  opened  by  your  letter,  and 
that  you  will  feel  the  entire  confidence  which  I  repose  in  your 
zeal,  ability,  and  honour. 

I  consider  an  active  effort  against  the  Mahrattas,  I  mean 
Scindiab  and  Berar,  (for  the  Peishwa  is  ours)  to  be  the  best 
possible  preparation  for  a  renewal  of  war  with  France.  You 
will  therefore  act  confidently,  and  you  will  use  every  effort  to 
prepare  for  the  early  execution  of  the  very  able  plan  of  ope- 
rations which  you  have  framed. 

Ever,  my  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  faithfully  and  sincerely, 
Wellesley. 

[Eoclosure,] 

Memorandum  by  Lieul. -General  Lake  imth  the  Marqueu  Weltetley'i  obier- 
valioni  thereon,  18/ii  July,  1S03.*> 

1.  IMaio  anny  to  coniUt  of  the  under-mentioned  corps,  mth  a  propor- 
tionate Gekt  train,  and  battering  train  of  eighteen  pounders,  and  two  eight 
mcb  mortara. 

Caealry  B.— 8th  Light  Dragoons  i  27tb  ditto;  29th  ditto.  N.— 1st,  2d, 
3rd,  4th. 

/iffanlrg.—76(k  regiment:  two  batlaliona  16th  reupmeot;  two  tlilto 
4th  regiment;  two  ditto  2d  regiment;  two  ditto  I3tb  regimentj  one  ditto 
14tb  regiment. 

Two  gallopers  with  each  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  two  six-pounden  with 
each  hstlalion,  making  thirty  field  pieces  attached  to  the  corps,  indepen- 
dent of  the  line  part  composed  of  twelves,  sisee,  and  howitzers. 

2.  Detachment  to  be  assembled  at  Allahabad  fortbe  purpose  of  entering 
Bundelcund,  viz. — two  battalions  16th  regiment;  first  ditto  13th  regiment; 
second  ditto  1  Itb  regiment. 

Two  six-pounders  with  each  corps  is  ten  guns,  and  two  twelve-pounders 
two  howitzers,  and  four  six-pounders  in  parlc. 

3.  Detachment  to  cover  Robilcuod,  and  to  invade  Sahaninpour  if  an 
opportunity  offers,  viz. — 6lb  rejpment  of  native  cavalry ;  first  battalion 
12th  regiioeut ;  second  ditto  6th  regiment ;  second  ditto  9tb  regiment. 

*  The  otrserrations  of  the  Marquess  Wellesley  are  given  as  notes  in 
italiei  UD  General  Lake's  memorandum. — [£^.] 


Digitized  by  Google 


190  KMCLOSUHE  TO  July. 

Two  lix-pouoden  with  each  corps  it  ei^l  goat,  to  which  four  uliUtional 
Hix-pounden  ma;  be  added. 

4.  Detachment  to  cover  Benire^  three  troops  5tb  regiment  caralry  j  two 
battalioiiB  6th  regimeat,  Cnative  inbiitrf ;}  fint  battalion  ht  regimeot ;  to 
be  ordered  up  from  Dinapore, 

B.  At  Cuunpore,  two  battalions  17th  (native  infiuitrf),  and  five  com- 
panies of  second  battalion  16th'native  inrantiy. 

6.  At  Futt;  Ohnr,  second  battalion  14th  rqtiment. 

7.  At  Etayah,  flrst  battalion  1 1th  regiment  j  this  coqis  is  convenieatly 
situated  to  support  either  the  main  army,  or  Allahabad  detachment,  and  it 
may  be  advisable  to  keep  it  at  Etayah  for  a  time,  to  cover  the  Ohaute  on 
the  JumDa, 

7%it  ditpotition  contained  in  paragraph  1,  10  7,  indutive,  appear*  to  me 
to  be  wrjf  judieioiu,  and  to  aiuwer  every  pitrpote  in  b^  conMipUtio*.— 
IFelUtley. 

8.  The  early  defeat  of  Perron  in  the  field,  appears  to  be  of  the  first 
importance,  and  would  in  all  probability  be  decisive  of  the  success  of  the 
campaign, 

8.  lodependeni  of  the  immediate  advantages  which  would  follow  the 
defeat  of  his  regular  infantry,  in  which  consists  his  principal  strength — the 
effect  which  this  would  produce  on  the  minds  of  the  native  princes,  could 
not  fail  to  be  highly  beneficial  to  us.  So  strongly  are  they  impressed  with 
the  idea  of  hb  superiority  and  apprehendve  of  his  vengeance,  that  how- 
ever desirous  they  may  be  to  throw  off  his  yoke,  still  there  is  great  room 
to  fear,  that  until  the  superiority  of  the  British  arms  shall  be  completely 
established  by  some  decided  advantage,  they  will  not  dare  to  declare  their 
sentiments,  or  to  take  a  Itostile  part  against  him. 

The  moment  our  superiority  is  manifested,  there  is  little  doubt  but  they 
will  court  our  protection,  and  thereby  diminish  the  force  of  the  enemy  in 
a  double  proportion,  by  adding  to  our  strength  what  is  taken  from  the 
eoemy. 

The  de/eal  qf  Perron  it  certainig  the  firtt  object,  and  I  entirely  concur  in 
thit  reatoning.  The  plan  of  letting  Agra  proceeded  on  a  tuppotition  thai 
it  might  not  be  practicable  to  induce  Perron  to  meet  lu  fn  the  field ;  or  that 
Agra  might  be  leifed  or  obtained  whiie  the  main  army  teat  employed  in  pur- 
ttting  Perron. 

I  am  nour  convinced  that  the  primary  o^eet  of  the  campaign  ought  to  be 
the  defeat  of  Perron'i  regular  corpi. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  aiii  cotuiderwhat  advantage  can  be  derived fivm 
any  negotiation  aith  Perron,  or  ffemng,  {for  Agra.)  My  opinion,  houi- 
ever  u,  that  it  might  be  dangeroui  to  attempt  any  negotiation  viith  any  of 
Seindiah't  officer*  until  ae  ihall  be  matter*  of  the  field.— fFelle*ley. 

9.  It  may  therefore  be  judged  advisable  to  press  Perron  at  once,  with 
a  force,  sufficient  to  ensure  his  overthrow  and  expulsion  from  the  Dtiab. 
This  once  effected,  the  s^es  of  Agra,  &c.  can  be  undertalien  without 
inconvenience. 

/  with  that  not  a  moment  *hould  be  lett  in  aitembiing  tie  army  accord- 
ing to  the  preient  diipotilion :  and  the  moment  that  the  Commander-in-Chief 
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«Aa0  rteeioe  aJekt  that  Colonel  Oottitu  iiu  quitttd  Seindiak'i  oamp,  or  iliai 
General  fFeiUtUtj/  ha*  eommeneed  hoiHUtiei,  or  if  tha  Commtmder-in-C/iief 
thomld  be  of  opinion  that  Ike  Mahratta  confederacy  u  Ukelg  to  deriee  adean- 
tage  fnm  nay  operMion  of  Mr.  Perrmft  /itree,  or  of  anp  other  troopt  in 
ffindoitan  t  IH>  EmeeUeneg  urill  not  hesitate  to  eommenee  hoitUitiei,  and  he 
map  rely  on  the  tuppori  itf  the  gooermaeni. 

TTnt  note  teill  be  made  officvd  AMaorrw.  It  h  highly  detiraUe  to  antici- 
pate the  profeott  of  SeintSah,  and  of  the  Rtfjah  ofBerar,  bg  an  early  and 
deciehfe  blow ;  and  the  Commandtr4n-CMef  will  unierttand  thtt  principle  M 
coneiituie  the  tpirit  of  all  Ike  Oovemor-GeneraFt  vietet. — /yeUeekp. 

10.  At  the  time  the  idud  army  movei  agaiiut  PerroD,  the  Allstuibad 
detadiment,  tt  leeat  inch  part  of  it  aa  can  be  drawn  together,  may  mcmtce 
Calpee  and  the  Bundelcuid  eoDntry,  which  mil  prevent  any  comiderahle 
SMUtaoc*  Id  cavalry  beiog  *e>>t  to  Perron. 

Thi*  preoaiMm  appeari  to  be  kigUy  jadicioat^-the  Commander-in-Chitf 
leill  befUmiihed  Immediately  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Mlereer't  hutructione,  who 
will  proceed  immediately  to  join  the  Commander-in-Chief  f^  tkepurpoee  of 
acting  under  hit  Ettcellency'e  ordert,  in  the  variome  political  negotiatiau 
connected  with  the  movement  of  the  army, — fFelleiley. 

11.  Thedetachment  in  Rohilcnnd  to  be  MBembled above  Amrooa,  ivhere 
it  win  cover  Rampore,  and  if  it  moves  to  the  banks  of  the  Ganffet  and 
threueni  Saharunpore,  It  will  prevent  Bapooja  Sdndiah  fnMn  asrittinf 
Perron  and  keep  the  Sriks  aad  the  Ondjer  chieft  in  check. 

Entirely  approeed. — IFeUeeley. 

12.  Immediately  behind  Mirsapoor  ia  the  principal  road  leading  into  the 
Bnndela  country,  and  throogh  it  to  Nagpore.  A  battalion  from  Beoarea 
might  Miie  the  panea,  and  by  that  meani  compel  the  Bnndela  chiefs  anrl 
R^ah  of  Nagpore  to  divide  thnr  force,  which  would  greatly  facilitate  the 
operation  of  the  Allahabad  detachment. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  will  determine  thii  point  t^Ur  hoeing  teen  Mr. 
Mereer't  inttntetieiu^^elUtUy. 

13.  The  detachment  at  MMnapore  encreaied  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
troopt  that  can  be  tfttetd  from  the  preoidency,  and  the  body  guard  ought 
toentertheCnttack,  andadivenion  to  be  made  on  the  oppotite  side  from 
Otojam,— thii,  joined  to  the  threatened  invanoD  from  Mirzapore  and 
Culpee,  wonU  alarm  the  Rajah  of  Bentr  for  the  safety  of  his  dominiooe, 
and  compel  him  to  leave  Scmdiah,  and  retura  to  protect  his  own  country. 

The  ftiree  at  Midnapore  ha*  been  encreated  by  one  baUalion  and  a  com- 
pany of  artillery,  and  it  it  propoeed  to  enereate  it  fafther  a*  toon  at  may  be 
practicable. 

Tie  Goeernor-OenertU  hat  fhen  meant  for  teiging  Cuttaekfrom  Gat\jain. 

The  plan  will  beforwetrded  immediately  to  the  Commander-in-Chief: 

It  appeart  to  be  difficult,  if  not  abiolulely  bnpottible,  to  move  troopif-oia 
Midnapore  into  Outtaeh  daring  the  miay  teaioni  \f  hateeoer,  thii  movement 
thoald  appear  to  be  practicable,  it  will  be  attempted.  At  all  eeenti  no  doubt 
emttt  ^  our  being  mattert  (if  Cmltachtfhtm  Gai^am  before  the  cenetiuion  of 
the  rmu —Welletley. 

13.  Afler  the  defeat  of  Perron,  when  It  is  expected  many  of  the  inde- 
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pendent  princes  will  declare  in  our  fivoar,  the  AUahkbad  dettdiinent  can 
be  iDCTewed,  so  as  to  enable  it  tfith  every  uninitce  of  sncccH,  to  pene- 
trate into  the  heart  of  Berar. 

"nu  wnelution  it  jutt ;  the  i^eraiioiu  after  the  mint  mtui  depmi  on 
eireumttaneu,  ahhh  lee  thall  have  the  JUl  time  to  diteut*.  The  great 
oi^ectiofthe  UHtr  ihoulii  6e  (\tt),  to  defeat  Pemm,  and  to  oeeupy  the  vihote 
of  the  Doab  i  (2nd),  to  secure  the  patMeefi'om  the  eoutkioard  into  /iindeelan; 
{Srd),  to  occupy  Cuttaehi  (Aih),  to  defeat  Scindiak  and  the  R^ah  of  Berar 
in  the  Deccan,  and  to  detach  or  defeat  ffolhar  and  Amrut  Rao  during  the 
raittf  teaton.  Ifthete  oljecit  he  attained  previoiulg  to  the  month  of  October, 
the  3/ahtvtta  power  wiU  be  extinct. — /FeUeeley. 

14.  The  moit  essential  advantage*  may  be  derived  from  an  union  with 
Befcum  Sumroo,  who  has  long  evinced  a  desire  to  be  taken  nnder  the  pro- 
tection of  the  English.  Exclusive  of  the  accession  to  our  strength  by  the 
co-operation  of  her  forces,  [eight  battalioDs,)  her  interest  with  the  Seik 
Chiefs  might  secure  their  neutrality,  if  not  their  aisistuice. 

Four  of  her  battalions  are  now  mth  Sdndiah,  which  may  prove  an  ob- 
stacle to  ao  early  declarKtion  of  her  sentiinents,  but  if  a  rupture  actually 
takes  place,  and  she  is  sincere  in  what  she  has  often  declared,  means  might 
be  contrived  to  enable  those  battalions  to  join  General  Wellesley. 

7%M  tvggettion  ii  evtrenely  proper,  and  ordert  uritl  be  immediate^  tent  to 
Colonel  Scott ;  Mr.  Mercer't  intlraetiont  ittelude  tUi  point. — Welteelej/, 

16.  There  appears  to  be  strong  reasons  against  attacking  Owalior,  while 
perron  is  in  force. 

1st.  A  body  of  Iroopa  equal  to  the  service  could  not  be  spared,  for  tbey 
would  be  opposed  by  the  uidted  force  of  Amb^ee.  Khoond^ee,  and  the 
petty  Rajahs  tributary  to  the  Mahnttas. 

2i>d.  Ambiyee  is  at  variance  with  Jadoon  Rao,  Sciudiah'a  Prime  Minister, 
and  disgusted  at  the  preference  Sdndiah  has  shewn  to  Jadoon  Rao> 

Srd.  Owidior,  with  most  of  the  strong  forts  on  this  side  of  India,  belong 
to  Ambajee  and  his  brother  Kundrajee ;  an  attack  on  Owalior  would  com- 
pel them  to  lake  an  active  part  against  us,  whereas  it  is  not  impossible, 
adverting  to  the  ill  terms  they  are  on  with  Sdndiah  and  hi*  Minitler,  if 
left  unmolested,  they  would  remtdn  quiet,  and  as  they  formerly  wished  to 
form  an  allisace  with  the  English  to  guard  themselves  from  the  grasping 
ambition  of  Scindiah,  they  might  be  brought  over  to  our  interest. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  mill  determine  ihete  point*  on  hi*  own  judg- 
ment, after  hoeing  received  Mr.  Mercer't  inetruetiont.  The  great  o^eet 
in  ihii  quarter  it  to  prevent  Scindiah  /ivm  entering  ffindottan  with  a  large 
body  ofcaealrjf. — fFeUetlep. 

Ifi.  The  chief)  of  Bundelcund  are  so  divided  and  torn  into  factions,  that 
it  will  be  easy  to  secure  one  party. 
Mr.  Mercer't  hutrvctiont. — /felletley. 

17-  The  Rajpoot  and  Jaut  R^ahs  are  disgusted  with  the  Mahratia  rule, 
but  their  dread  of  Perron's  power  esceeds  their  wish  to  be  relieved ;  the 
same  observation  applies  to  the  Seik  Chiefs,  but  there  is  little  doubt  the 
defeat  of  Perron  would  be  the  signal  for  a  general  defection  of  all  theiie 
Chiefs  from  the  Mahratta  interests. 
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Colonel  Kyd  or  Mr.  Ahornty  might  feel  the  disposidon  of  QUunny  uid 
Himmut  Behldur  in  Bundelcuod. 

Perfectly  jtut  i  lAit  tu^ect  i* /^Uy  ttaled  in  Mr.  Mercer' i  iiutruetiontt 
letter*  have  been  addretted  to  the  Seikt,  and  to  Himmut  Behddur,  of  which 
evpiet  mil  be  tent  to  the  Commander-in-Chie/.. — fFeiletley. 

18.  Be^^iun  Snmroo  bu  a  vakeel  at  Luckaow  who  might  be  Bounded  by 
Colonel  Scott. 

Order  mU  be  i$tued.—iFelU*ley. 

19.  Colonel  Sulherlaad,  lately  digmigted  from  the  command  of  a  bri- 
gade by  Perron,  might  be  able  to  give  much  raluable  information,  and  be 
instnunental  in  drawing  over  other  officen  from  Perron. 

I  do  not  hnote  wiere  Calomel  Sutherland  it  to  be  fimnd;  if  the  Com- 
mander^it-Chitf  thould  knaw,  hit  Eitcellency  teUt  be  to  good  at  totaheimme- 
diale  meaiu  far  *eairi»tg  Mr.  Sutherland't  atrittance.  In  general  I  with 
the  Commander-in-Chief  to  understand,  thai  t  thall  eheerfutlg  tanction  any 
oiligation*  or  etepenee  tnatrred  for  the  purpote  of  ixmdliating  the  officer* 
or  miidilen  of  the  eo^federatet. — Welledey. 

20.  The  Sepoys  formerly  dbcharged  our  service,  would  no  doubt  be 
happf  to  quit  Sciodiah,  and  rejoin  their  old  corpi  were  they  permitted  so 
to  do. 

Thit  point  appeart  ta  be  tuffieiently  tecured  by  the  late  augmenlatiun  of 
eorpt  to  the  tear  ettablithtnenl. — fTelletley. 

21.  The  experimental  hone  artillery  will  be  very  nseful  in  this  quarter. 
7S#  eirperimental  horte  artillery  leill  embark  thit  day  for  the  upper  pro- 

vi»eee.—»'elletley. 

22.  A  detachment  from  the  body  guard  would  have  been  a  moet  deaira- 
t>le  ocqusitioD,  but  on  conudetatioo,  the  lower  province*  being  ao  loially 
without  cavalry,  the  presence  of  ao  efficient  a  corps  may  be  ulisolutely 
necessary  in  Bengal,  but  of  this,  his  Excellency  the  most  noble  the  Go- 
Temor-Oeneral  will  be  the  best  judge. 

It  appeart  mott  detirable  to  detain  the  body  guard  at  the  Pretidancy.— 
^tdletley. 


No.  XLVin. 

Marqueu  Welletley  to  Right  Honorable  Lord  yieeount  Cattteretgi. 

(Secret) 
Mt  dsas  Lord,  Fort  William,  25  July,  1803. 

1.  I  hare  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your' 
letter  of  the  16th  March  1803." 

2.  I  return  your  lordahip  many  thanks  for  the  information 
communicated  in  that  despatch. 

•  See  p.  179. 
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3.  Your  Lordship  may  be  assured  of  my  utmost  endeavours 
to  accelerate  the  success  of  the  measures  adopted  in  Engknd 
for  the  reduction  of  the  Indian  debt ;  and  I  entertain  a  confi- 
dent expectation  that  the  circumstance  of  a  renewal  of  hostili- 
ties with  France,  unaccompanied  by  the  danger  of  military 
operations  of  the  French  in  India,  or  by  a  rupture  between 
the  Company  and  the  Mahratta  power,  would  not  occasion 
any  material  delay  in  the  progress  of  the  system  adopted  for 
the  liquidation  of  the  Indian  debt,  provided  the  Court  of 
Directors  shall  duly  supply  treasure  from  home  equal  to  Ae 
prime  cost  of  investment  in  India. 

4.  It  is  however  my  positive  duty  to  apprize  your  lordship 
that  I  received  the  letter  from  the  Secret  Committee  under 
date  (the  17th  March  1S03)  with  sentiments  of  the  utmost 
concern,  as  well  as  of  the  most  serious  apprehension. 

5.  The  orders  contained  in  that  letter  directing  the  prin- 
cipal attention  of  this  government  in  the  supposed  event  of  a 
renewal  of  hostilities  with  France  to  the  reduction  of  the 
Indian  debt  appears  to  me  to  inculcate  principles  of  policy 
which  may  prove  injurious  to  the  safety  of  this  empire,  espe- 
cially in  time  of  war. 

6.  The  proportion  which  the  Indian  debt  now  bears  to  our 
annual  revenues,  the  proportion  of  our  annual  charges  to  Our 
annual  revenues,  the  reduction  effected  in  the  rate  of  interest 
upon  public  loans  since  the  year  1798,  the  amount  and  ope- 
ration of  the  sinking  fund  established  in  India,  the  present 
high  credit  of  all  the  securities  of  Government,  and  the  flou- 
rishing and  progressive  condition  of  every  branch  of  our 
resources,  must  satisfy  your  lordship  that  exaggerated  appre- 
hensions have  been  disBeminated  with  repect  to  the  magni- 
tude and  pressure  of  the  debt  in  India ;  and  that  its  existence 
cannot  be  considered  to  form  the  principal  object  of  danger 
to  India  in  a  season  of  war  with  France. 

7.  Just  economy  in  time  of  war  is  a  bulwark  of  strength 
against  the  enemy ;  and  I  trust  that  your  lordship  will  con- 
fide in  my  anxious  solicitude  to  avail  myself  of  this  powerful 
aid  as  well  as  of  every  other  means  of  prosecuting  war  against 
France  in  India.  At  the  same  time  I  am  convinced,  that 
your  lordship  will  not  suffer  commercial  prejudice  and  the 
eager  desire  of  temporary  mercuitile  advantage  to  contract 
the  comprehensive  scale  of  our  military  preparations  or  to 
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repress  the  activity  of  military  euterprize  in  India  in  the  event 
of  a  roiewal  of  hostilities  with  our  fonuid^Ie  and  implacable 
foe. 

8.  My  construction  of  the  tenor  of  the  letter  of  the  Secret 
Committee  may  I  hope  prove  errcneous :  it  appears  to  me  to 
contain  orders  calculated  to  abate  that  spirit  of  alacrity  and 
forward  military  preparation  which  it  has  been  my  anxious 
endeavour  to  encourage,  and  on  which  must  ever  depend  the 
aecurity  of  the  British  poesesuons  in  India  not  only  during 
the  existence  of  war  with  France,  but  even  in  time  of  peace, 

9.  In  my  letter  addressed  to  your  lord^ip  under  date 
20th  April  1S03, 1  had  the  honour  to  request  your  attention 
to  the  deficiendes  in  the  effective  strength  of  the  European 
force  destined  for  the  peace  eatablishment  of  India.  The 
peace  estaUishment  proposed  by  your  lordship  if  completely 
naintained  (with  some  additions  which  I  shall  have  the  honour 
of  submitting  to  your  lordship's  consideration  in  a  separate 
despatch)  would  in  my  opinion  answer  every  ordinary  purpose 
of  security ;  even  in  time  of  war. 

10.  Extraordinary  emergencies  must  be  met  by  adequate 
efforts;  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  military  esta- 
blishment maintained  in  India  (especially  the  European 
troops)  even  in  time  of  peace  with  France,  should  be  formed 
upon  a  scale  calculated  to  frustrate  surpriae  from  the  French 
and  to  maintain  a  commanding  superiority  over  the  imi^ov- 
ing  military  establishments  of  the  Mahratta  powers. 

11.  The  degree  of  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
efforts  of  France  in  India  in  time  of  peace,  is  stated  in  a  des- 
patch to  Lord  Hobart  (of  the  SOth  June  1803)  a  copy  of 
which  is  endosed  for  your  lordship's  information.*  Your 
lordship  appears  to  be  fully  impressed  with  the  necessity  <rf 
maintaining  in  India  even  in  time  of  peace  with  France  nn 
European  army  equal  to  all  the  ordinary  exigencies  of  war : 
and  my  opinion,  with  regard  to  the  amount  of  the  force  ade- 
quate to  that  purpose,  will  not  be  found  at  variance  with 
your  lordship's  judgment  to  any  ccHisiderable  extent. 

13.  The  reductions  which  I  effected  in  the  strength  of  our 
native  regiments  upon  the  conclusion  of  peace  with  France 
were  expressly  founded  upon  that  event,  with  reference  also 

*  See  Appendix. 
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to  the  existing  state  of  peace  with  all  the  native  powers. 
In  referring  to  my  despatch  (of  the  8th  February  1803*)  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief  on  that  subject,  your  lordship  will 
observe  that  I  have  considered  those  reductions  to  be  inse- 
parably connected  with  the  continuance  of  general  peace  in 
India  and  Europe. 

IS.  The  degree  of  danger  to  be  apprehended  tram  France 
in  India  during  the  existence  of  war  is  in  my  opinion  inconsi- 
derable in  the  present  state  of  our  power  in  India,  provided 
that  power  be  duly  exerted  in  maintaining  a  commanding 
superiority  in  these  seas,  and  in  preserving  our  European 
and  native  land  forces  in  a  state  of  complete  efficiency  and 
strength.  It  is  also  essential  to  the  security  of  these  domi- 
nions to  cultivate  the  military  energy  of  the  government,  and 
to  animate  its  rigilance  and  zeal,  together  with  the  spirit  of 
the  army,  by  encouraging  the  free  and  unrestrained  course 
of  our  exertions  against  the  enemy  in  India. 

14.  While  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  Mauritius,  Bata- 
via  and  Amboyna  shall  remain  in  ^e  bands  of  the  French 
and  Batavian  Republics,  the  security  of  this  empire  in  time 
of  war  must  rest  upon  the  extent  and  condition  of  the  naval 
and  military  force  stationed  in  India ;  upon  the  constant  and 
diligent  observation  of  the  enemy's  inotions,  and  upon  the 
prompt  application  of  our  means  of  defence  to  such  opera- 
tions as  may  frustrate  the  attempts,  which  may  be  expected 
from  those  places  during  the  progress  of  the  war. 

15.  In  addition  to  these  considerations  it  is  to  be  observed 
that  the  several  forts  and  settlements  of  the  French,  the 
Dutch,  and  Portuguese  in  India  in  time  of  war  with  France 
must  either  be  garrisoned  by  British  troops  or  must  afford 
considerable  advantage  to  France  in  the  prosecution  of  hos- 
tile designs  against  our  power.  This  consideration  necessa- 
rily requires  the  employment  of  a  considerable  body  of  our 
troops  either  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  those  places,  or 
of  observing  the  movements  of  any  French  force  which  may 
be  stationed  in  those  places  respectively,  or  may  menace  them. 

16.  All  the  possessions  of  the  French  and  Dutch  on  the 
continent  of  India  now  remiun  in  our  bands,  and  Goa  must 
be  garrisoned  by  British  troops,  it  would  therefore  have  been 
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necessary  with  reference  exclusively  to  these  circumstances 
to  maintain  our  European  establishment  at  least  upon  the 
full  scale  of  efficiency  proposed  by  your  lordship  for  a  peace 
establishment,  and  to  nuse  all  the  native  corps  to  the  war 
establishment. 

17.  The  state  of  preparation  required  by  the  commotions  in 
the  Mahratta  empire,  by  the  conduct  of  Dowlut  Bao  Scin- 
diah,  and  of  the  Rtyah  of  Berar,  by  the  position  and  strength 
of  Scindiah's  Frencli  corps  under  the  command  of  M.  Perron, 
has  already  compelled  me  to  restore  the  native  corps  to  the 
war  establishment,  even  previously  to  the  certainty  of  a 
renewal  of  hostilities  with  France ;  and  the  subsidiary  en- 
gagements concluded  in  the  Deccan  have  required  the  addi- 
tion of  three  native  regiments  in  Bengal. 

18.  The  orders  from  the  Secret  Committee  prohibit  any 
attempt  against  the  Mauritius  or  Batavia.  Any  such  attempt 
irom  India  in  the  present  state  of  the  Mahratta  power  would 
be  imprudent     But  it  is  my  duty  to  state  to  your  lordship 

•  my  conscientious  opinion  that  in  the  event  of  a  renewal  of 
war  with  France,  the  early  conquest  of  the  Isle  of  France 
would  he  an  object  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  commerce 
and  political  security  of  these  possessions. 

19.  While  the  French  shall  retain  the  Isle  of  France  with 
the  advantage  of  an  amicable  communication  with  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  a  force  may  be  maintained  between  these 
two  settlements  which  may  be  employed  either  in  attempting 
some  vulnerable  point  of  our  extensive  coast,  or  in  endea- 
vouring to  aid  some  native  power  in  effecting  conquests  of 
neutral  possessions  which  might  enable  the  French  to  menace 
our  frontier. 

SO.  Your  lordship  will  observe  that  this  last  suggestion 
relates  to  the  probable  designs  of  France  upon  the  coast  of 
Ava. 

31.1  shall  entertain  no  apprehension  of  being  enabled  to 
meet  the  most  vigorous  attempt  which  France  could  proba- 
bly make  on  any  part  of  our  possessions,  provided  the  mili- 
tary establishments  be  preserved  in  complete  vigour.  But 
the  arrival  of  a  French  force  on  the  continent  of  India  (an 
event  which  may  be  expected  in  the  progress  of  the  war 
if  the  French  should  retun  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the 
Mauritius)  and  the  partial  or  temporary  success  of  such  an 
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inTasion  would  occasion  alann,  and  might  encourage  eome  of 
oiir  tributaries  or  dependants  to  excite  disturbances. 

32.  A  French  force  might  be  employed  from  the  same 
settlements  agunst  Malacca  or  Prince  of  Wales'  Island,  (}( 
not  against  any  of  our  continental  possessions),  and  in  that 
case  a  considerable  expense  must  be  incurred  for  the  pur- 
pose of  expelling  it  in  the  probable  event  of  its  first  success. 

S3.  Under  these  circumstances  all  our  measures  of  defence 
must  be  adopted  with  the  supposition  that  the  French  may 
assemble  at  the  Isle  of  France  and  at  the  Cape  of  Oood 
Hope  a  force  adequate  to  hostile  purposes,  and  your  lord- 
ship is  apprized  Uiat  at  certun  seasons  of  the  year  no  supe- 
riority of  naval  strength  can  entirely  secure  all  our  posses- 
sions from  attack. 

24.  The  great  extent  of  the  coasts  of  India,  and  the  variety 
of  services  which  may  require  the  attention  of  his  Majesty's 
ships,  added  to  the  defective  authority  of  the  Company's 
Government  with  regard  to  the  navy  in  India,  render  the 
naval  defences  of  our  Indian  empire  extremely  precarious 
even  with  a  decided  superiority  in  the  number  and  strength 
of  his  Majesty's  ships  over  those  of  France  and  Holland- 

25.  At  present  the  French  and  Dutch  ships  in  the  Indian 
and  Eastern  seas  exclusive  of  those  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  are  supposed  to  be  superior  in  number  and  weight  of 
metal  to  his  Majesty  squadron  within  the  same  seas.  But 
I  am  not  apprehensive  of  any  early  junction  of  these  forces. 
The  distance  between  Batavia,  the  Isle  of  France,  and  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  actual  position  of  the  squadron 
which  brought  M.  Decaen,*  together  with  the  state  of  all  the 
French  and  Dutch  ships  and  men,  appear  to  preclude  all  imme- 
diate danger ;  and  I  conclude  that  early  reinforcements  to  the 
navy  and  army  in  India  will  speedily  arrive  from  England. 
But  in  any  case  the  Company's  Government  must  proride  for 
die  immediate  defence  of  our  ports  and  of  their  trade,  while 
the  French  and  Dutch  shall  retain  any  possessions  or  force 
in  those  seas. 

36.  While  the  French  shall  remain  in  possession  of  the 
Ide  of  France,  the  British  Government  in  India  will  be  sub- 
jected to  a  heavy  expense  in  supporting  a  separate  marine 

*  Governor  of  the  ialei  of  Frmoce  and  Bourbon.— [£'</.] 
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force  for  these  objects  and  for  the  protection  of  the  country 
trade,  and  of  the  Company's  ships.  During  the  last  war  with 
France  the  captures  made  in  India  by  privateers  fitted  out 
from  the  Isle  of  France,  are  estimated  at  four  millions  sterling. 

37'.  This  additipnal  expetpe  for  maintaining  a  marine 
force  must  be  incurred  immediately  upon  the  commencement 
of  war  with  France. 

28.  During  the  last  war  his  Majesty's  squadron  was  never 
equal  to  all  the  objects  which  demand  the  protection  of  a 
naval  force  on  these  seas,  ^nd  the  immediate  defence  of  the 
trade  of  the  ports  of  Calcutta  and  Bombay  devolved  princi- 
pally on  the  Company's  Government.  Similar  difficulty  must 
be  expected  to  arise  on  the  renewal  of  hostilities  with  France 
and  Holland. 

S9.  The  possession  of  the  Isle  of  France  would  diminish 
the  danger  to  our  trade  and  dominions  in  India  which  must 
be  expected  to  arise  from  the  possession  of  the  Cape  by  the 
Batavian  Republic  if  it  should  not  be  found  convenient  or 
deemed  advisable  to  recover  that  colony  from  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 

30.  I  have  learnt  with  considerable  concern  that  opinions 
are  entertained  by  most  respectable  persons  in  England  tend- 
ing to  undervalue  the  importance  of  the  possession  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  time  of  war  with  France  and  Hol- 
land. I  cannot  furnish  your  lordship  with  a  more  satisfac- 
tory testimony  of  my  opimon  on  diat  question,  than  by 
requesting  your  attention  to  the  annexed  extract  of  a  letter 
which  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Dundas  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  in  (the  month  of  February)  1798,  during  my  residence 
in  that  colony,  at  which  I  touched  upon  my  voyage  to  India.* 

31.  Your  Lordship,  I  trust,  vrill  pardon  the  emotions  of 
zeal  for  the  security  of  these  possessions,  which  induce  me  to 
express  an  earnest  hope  that  an  early  attempt  may  be  made 
to  disturb  the  strength  of  the  enemy  either  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  or  at  the  Isle  of  France. 

89.  The  reduction  of  either  of  those  possessions  would 
^ford  great  additional  security  to  our  Indian  empire,  and  it 
will  be  obvious  to  your  Lordship  that  the  reduction  of  either 
possession  would  facilitate  our  operations  against  the  other. 

*  S«e  vol.  i.  p.  1. 


Digitized  by  Google 


£tOO  THE  MARQUESS  WELLEELEY  TO  July, 

33.  It  would  not  be  advisable  to  undertake  an  expedition 
against  tbe  Isle  of  France  by  a  combined  operation  frcHit 
England  and  from  India.  It  is  always  to  be  apprehended 
that  some  branches  of  the  arrangements  for  a  combined  ope- 
ration irom  such  distant  points  may  faiL  The  season  maybe 
lost,  and  the  enemy  may  easily  obtain  information  of  the  in- 
tended attempt,  in  time  to  prepare  resistance.  Under  any 
state  of  affairs  on  the  Continent  of  India  no  considerable  aid 
in  European  troops  could  prudently  be  afforded  from  India, 
even  if  the  peace  establishment,  proposed  by  your  Lordship, 
of  seventeen  regiments,  of  one  thousand  men,  were  completed. 

34.  In  the  present  state  of  the  European  force  in  India,  your 
Lordship  is  apprized  of  the  deficiencies  which  render  it  unequal 
to  the  purposes  originally  in  your  Lordship's  contemplation. 

35.  After  the  reduction  either  of  the  Isle  of  France  or  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  it  would  be  a  practicable  and  expe- 
dient measure  to  compose  a  part  of  the  garrisons  of  either  of 
those  places  of  native  sepoys  from  India ;  and  in  that  event, 
a  part  of  the  European  force  originally  sent  from  England  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  to  the  Mauritius,  might  proceed 
to  India. 

36.  Any  operation  against  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  would, 
in  all  probability,  appear  to  bis  Majesty's  ministers  to  pro- 
mise most  speedy  and  effectual  success  by  being  despatched 
directly  from  England,  and  I  would  strongly  recommend  that 
in  any  expedition  against  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  no  reliance 
shonld  be  placed  upon  co-operation  from  India. 

37.  It  would  be  difficult  to  despatch  an  expedition  agunst 
the  Mauritius  directly  from  Europe ;  if,  therefore,  any  expe- 
dition be  intended  against  the  Mauritius,  it  would  appear 
most  advisable  to  commence  the  operation  by  a  considerable 
reinforcement  of  the  European  troops  in  India.  Those  rein- 
forcements might  be  divided  between  Madras,  Bombay  and 
Ceylon,  distributing  the  largest  proportion  at  Madras  and 
Ceylon. 

38.  An  expedition  might  then  be  prepared  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  for  the  attack  of  the  Mauritius,  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  short  voyage,  of  the  most  recent  information 
relative  to  the  defences  of  the  Island,  and  also  with  the  aid 
of  a  proportion  of  native  troops. 

yy.  Your  Lordship  will  remark  that  most  of  the  contin- 
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gencies  Buppoeed  in  this  letter  require  an  increase  of  military 
and  marine  charges,  and  that  the  state  of  affairs  with  the 
Mabrattas  has  already  compelled  me  to  restore  the  natire 
army  to  the  war  establishment,  while  the  subsidiary  engage- 
ments concluded  with  the  Peishwa  and  the  Guicowar  have 
rendered  an  increase  of  the  native  force  in  Bengal  indispen- 
sably necessary. 

40.  In  stating  the  necessity  of  these  expences,  I  have  not 
pointed  your  Lordship's  attention  to  uiy  other  opinicms  than 
such  as  I  have  been  enabled  to  form  upon  the  unportant 
question  of  our  mihtary  establishments  and  state  of  prepara- 
tion. 

41.  Entertaining  a  firm  persuasion  that  I  have  the  honour 
to  possess  your  Lordship's  confidence,  I  am  satisfied  that 
you  will  give  me  fill)  credit  for  the  most  anxious  desire  to 
avoid  every  increase  of  expence  which  is  not  absolutely  essen- 
tial to  an  adequate  state  of  preparation  for  war.  If,  however, 
I  were  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  the  opinions  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief General  Lake,  of  Lieut.-General  Stuart, 
and  of  the  Governments  of  Fort  St  George,  Bombay  and 
Ceylon,  your  Lordship  would  find  that  the  additions  which  I 
have  made  to  our  military  force  in  consequence  of  the  events 
to  which  1  have  adverted  is  inferior  to  the  augmentations 
proposed  by  those  respectable  authorities. 

43.  The  CoQunander-tn-Chief  General  Lake,  for  whose 
opinion  I  entertain  the  highest  respect,  concurs  with  me  on 
the  sufSciency  of  the  augmentations  made  in  Bengal,  and  I 
trust  that  if  our  European  establishment  be  maintained  com- 
plete, according  to  suggestions  which  I  shall  have  the  honour 
to  submit  to  your  Lordship  in  a  separate  letter,  no  further 
increase  of  our  mihtary  force  can  be  required,  unless  with  a 
view  to  fulfil  new  treaties  of  subsidy,  which,  of  course,  will 
include  the  provision  of  additional  funds. 

43.  To  meet  the  expences  incident  to  the  preparations  for 
war,  and  to  ^e  execution  of  our  treaties  with  the  Peishwa 
and  with  the  Guicowar,  the  subsidiary  grants  of  territory 
from  those  states  will  prove  an  efficient  resource. 

44.  If  war  should  take  place  with  the  Mahrattas  and 
Monsieur  Perron,  it  will  probably  be  attended  by  the  con- 
quest of  territories,  which  will  speedily  repay  our  expences. 

45.  With  respect  to  the  account  which  your  Lordship  has 
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enclosed  of  the  surplus  realised  in  India  irom  the  peace  of 
Seringapatam  to  the  year  1796-7,  it  is  difficult  to  apply  that 
account  to  pteeent  circumataDceB  without  entering  into  a 
minute  examination  of  the  principles  on  which  the  surplus  in 
India  was  calculated  during  those  years. 

46.  It  would  also  be  requisite  to  examine  whether  during 
that  period  of  time  the  military  establishments  in  India  were 
maintuned  in  a  state  of  adequate  preparation  for  war.  At 
the  time  of  my  arrival  in  India,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  re- 
peating to  your  Lordship  the  opinion  which  I  recorded  at 
that  moment,  that  our  Indian  empire  was  not  in  a  state  of 
military  or  naval  preparation  in  any  degree  calculated  to  meet 
the  exigency  of  war. 

47.  The  destruction  of  Tippoo  Sultaun'e  power  has  re- 
moved the  most  formidable  enony  of  the  British  power  in 
India,  but  the  actual  condition  of  the  Mahratta  powers  con- 
nected with  the  views  of  France  and  the  constitution  of  some 
branches  of  Sdndiah's  military  establishment  will  require  the 
most  vi^lant  and  extensive  state  of  military  preparation. 

48.  I  entertain  no  apprehension,  however,  of  meeting  the 
expence  incident  to  these  preparations  without  any  material 
check  to  the  Company's  commercial  investment,  and  without 
any  important  delay  in  the  operations  for  the  reduction  of 
the  debt.  My  apprehensions  of  the  approaching  crisis  would 
be  much  more  serious,  if  I  were  not  confident  that  your  Lord- 
ship will  oppose  the  generosity,  vigour  and  firmness  of  your 
mind  to  the  progress  of  any  system  of  compronuse  between 
the  conflicting  characters  of  merchant  and  sovereign,  which 
compose  the  constitution  of  the  East  India  Company.  While 
that  Company  shall  represent  the  sovereign  executive  autho- 
rity of  the  realm  in  so  great,  populous,  and  flourishing  a  por- 
tion of  the  British  empire,  its  duties  of  sovereignty  must  be 
deemed  paramount  to  its  mercantile  interests,  prejudices,  and 
profits.  In  time  of  peace,  the  happiness  of  its  subjects,  the 
permanent  improvement  of  its  dominions,  the  dignity,  purity, 
and  vigour  of  its  government  must  take  precedence  of  com- 
mercial considerations.  The  sovereignty  of  the  Company  is 
the  basis  and  strength  of  its  commerce ;  and  from  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  empire  in  India  must. ever  flow  the 
wealth  and  credit  of  the  trading  corporation  in  London.  In 
time  both  of  peace  and  of  war,  the  strength  and  efficiency  of 
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the  army,  end  abore  aU,  the  military  spirit  and  character  of 
the  government  in  India  must  be  culdvated  with  umnter- 
rupted  assiduity,  and  determined  persererance.  To  that 
spirit  and  character  we  owe  the  ori^  of  this  empire ;  and 
in  preserring  the  cause  of  its  origin  we  shall  provide  the  most 
effectual  security  for  its  preservaHon.  The  most  indispen- 
sable duty  of  the  sovereign  executive  government  in  India  is 
therefore  the  maintenance  of  the  military  power,  without 
which  no  security  can  exist  for  the  mercantile  or  financial 
interests  of  the  Company,  or  even  for  the  tranquillity  and 
weUkre  of  our  Indian  subjects. 

40.  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  addressing  despatches  to 
Lord  Hobart  relative  to  the  restitutions  to  be  made  to  the 
French  and  Dutch  Oovemments,  to  the  Portuguese  settle- 
ments, and  generally  to  the  possessions  of  the  several  Euro- 
pean powers  on  the  Continent  of  India,  or  on  the  Eastern 
Seas.     Copies  of  these  despatches  will  be  transmitted  to  your 
Lordship  for  your  information,  and  I  shall  hope  to  receive 
his  Majesty's  further  instructions,  relative  to  those  points, 
from  your  Lordship,  or  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  respect,  my  dear  Lord,  &c. 
Wkllesley. 


No.  XLIX. 

ff.  Legeetler,  Eaq.  CvUeeler  o/ Hortidaiad,  to  the  Marqueu  WeUetlty. 

Moradabad,  Jdy  26,  1603.* 
Mv  Lord,  [Rec«*ed  Ang.  Ifi,  1803.] 

In  the  present  posture  of  affurs,  I  trust  a  zeal  for  the 
pubUc  wel&re,  and  the  anxiety  I  feet  to  render  my  small 
services  of  any  the  least  benefit  to  a  Government  from  which 
I  have  received  such  distinguished  countenance,  wilt  plead  in 
palliation  of  the  lit>er^  I  am  taking  in  the  present  address, 

'  Thii  letter  rad  its  important  eodoiuiei  were  not  received  bj  the  Go- 
vetDor-General  until  the  ISth  of  Au^nst.  They  fully  prove  his  Lordship's 
declaration  toOeneral  Lake,  (see  letter  5tb  otivAy,  p.  174,)  that  Sdndiah'a 
«ole  object  wan  to  ^anx  tiuie,  aod  also  the  opinion  of  Col.  Collins,  p.  17I' 
— Editor. 
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and  that  if  the  intrusion  be  altogether  unacceptable  or  un- 
necessary, the  motive  to  it  will  screen  me  from  the  disappro- 
bation of  your  Lordship. 

I  am  aware  that  it  is  not  the  policy  of  your  Lordship's  Go- 
vernment that  an  unauthorized  servant  should  at  all  enter  into 
the  politics  of  adjoining  states ;  but  your  Lordship  will  be 
sensible  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  withdraw  from  every 
channel  of  information,  and  that  it  would  scarcely  be  safe,  in 
the  public  situation  I  have  the  honour  to  hold,  to  be  entirely 
ignorant  of  occurrences  taking  place  almost  on  the  very  bor- 
ders of  the  districL  I  have  not,  till  lately,  when  requested  to 
do  so  by  your  Lordship's  agent  at  Barelly,  been  anxiously 
seeking  for  information,  though  the  receipt  of  it  from  what- 
ever channel  that  offered,  has  never  been  discountenanced 
by  me.  While,  I  apprehend,  that  I  may  in  some  degree  be 
running  the  hazard  of  your  Lordship's  displeasure,  it  will 
occur  to  your  Lordship's  mind,  that  it  is  a  risk  I  sboiUd  not 
voluntarily  incur,  were  I  influenced  by  any  other  than  motives 
of  public  consideration. 

I  have  also  to  apologize  for  a  direct  address  to  your  Lord- 
ship. But  I  did  not  know  on  whose  private  discretion  to 
rely  to  present  or  to  suppress  it,  and  if  improper,  and  made 
through  any  pubHc  channel,  it  could  hardly  escape  a  public 
censure,  while  I  am  induced  to  hope  that  in  its  present  form 
it  does  not  necessarily  demand  any  public  observation,  it  may, 
if  wrong,  from  an  indulgent  view  of  the  motive,  be  silently 
obliterated  from  your  Lordship's  memory. 

I  have,  therefore,  intruded  upon  your  Lordship  for  the 
purpose  of  communicating  copies  of  two  letters  from  Scindiah, 
one  to  the  late  RohiUa  chief  Gholaum  Mahomed,*  the  other 
to  Gholaum  M ohee  Uddeen  Khan,  better  known  by  the  name 
of  Bumboo  Khan,  a  son  of  Zabita  Khan,  together  with  the 
letter  addressed  to  me  by  Bumboo  Khan,  sending  these  copies. 
A  complimentary  letter  was  also  sent  me  the  other  day  by  a 
Scik  chief,  of  the  name  of  Roy  Sing,  holding  a  small  tract 
of  country  near  Seharunpore,  on  the  western  bank  of  the 
Jumna,  in  which  be  expresses  his  attachment  to  the  British 
interest.     These  communications  are  obviously  made  with  a 

*  Obolauin  Mohanied  Khan  having  tuufped  the  goverameDt  of  the  Ro- 
hillahs,  and  revolted  agaioBt  the  Vitier,  was  defeated  by  tbeBritiah  troop* 
iu  l/M,  Kiid  expelled  from  Rampure. 
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reference  to  the  present  appearance  of  afiiurs,  and  if  of  trifling 
importance  in  every  other  light,  they  may  be  of  benefit  in 
showing  some  indisposition  to  hostility  in  that  quarter. 

Gholaum  Mahomed  and  Btunboo  Khan  have,  I  under- 
stand, been  long  resident  at  Nadone,*  whither  the  above 
letters  were  directed,  the  former  in  some  degree  in  the  capacity 
of  commander  of  the  Rajah  of  Nadone's  forces,  and  the  latter 
enjoying  about  forty-two  villages  by  the  Rajah's  gift. 

By  reports,  which,  from  the  frequency  of  their  repetition,  I 
think  demand  credit,  Gholaum  Mahomed,  accepting  the  invi- 
tation, left  Nadone,  and  joined  Major  Louis's  camp  near 
Paneeput.f  Bumboo  Khan  remained  at  Nadone,  and  would 
appear  better  disposed  to  connect  himself  with  British,  than 
Mahratta  interests.  I  understand  that  in  the  former  posses- 
sions of  his  father,  a  considerable  number  of  people  are  at- 
tached to  the  interests  of  his  family,  and  would  on  any  favour- 
able occasion  show  their  zeal  in  his  cause.  These  possessions 
of  Zabita  Khan,  Seharunpore,  &c.  to  the  north  of  Delhi,  it 
would  probably  be  his  object  to  recover  from  the  Mahrattas 
through  our  means,  and  to  hold  them  dependent  on  the 
Company.  This  tract  of  country  is  at  present  principally 
held  under  General  Peyron  by  Rajah  Ram  Dyal  Sing,  who 
has  also  some  possessions  on  this  side,  and  on  that  account, 
and  probably  ^ther  induced  thereto  by  a  consideration  of 
the  stability  of  the  English  Government,  vould  probably  em- 
brace any  good  opportunity  of  declaring  in  our  favour,  but 
until  such  opportunity  offers,  his  force  must  be  considered  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Mahrattas. 

Gholaum  Mahomed,  I  believe,  to  possess  very  little  weight 
indeed  in  any  part  of  Robilcund,  his  influence  being,  I  am 
told,  limited  to  the  families  of  the  late  Nujj'oo  Khan  and  Omer 
Khan,  now  at  Rampore,  and  such  few  adherents  as  may  re- 
main attached  to  tbem.  In  the  event,  however,  of  any  hostile 
attempt  on  his  part,  Bumboo  Khan  might  probably  be  made 
to  form  a  favourable  counterpoise  among  the  numerous  Patans 
of  the  country,  whose  whole  weight  might  otherwise  fall  into 
the  opposite  scale. 

I  should  not  have  troubled  your  Lordship  on  this  occasion, 

■  A  town  in  the  prorince  »f  Uliore,  tat  ai^Sy'N.  tonfj.  76.11"  E. 
t  One  of  tlie  Sik,b  chiefshii)*  belween  llie  SulK-ge  and  the  Juinoa. 
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if  I  had  not  seen  reason  to  suppose  that  as  these  letters  were 
probably  meant  to  be  secret,  and  may  not  have  been  disclosed 
in  any  other  way,  the  present  may  possibly  be  the  first  inti- 
mation of  their  eiistence ;  and  I  trust  your  Lordship  will 
pardon  the  detail  I  have  heen  led  into  by  a  consideration  of 
the  situation  and  interests  of  the  persons  addressed  in  those 
letters. 

Begging  leave  to  assure  your  Lordship  of  every  sentiment 
of  respect, 

I  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  myself, 

W.  Lkycester. 

(Enclosure  A.) 

TVmuIiittM  of  a  fxqftr  HaieJ  M  be  Ike  anpji  of  a  letter  from  Dowlut  Rao 

Seiadiah  to  Gkootatm  Mahomed  Kkaua. 

(No  date.) 

Aa  oar  ni>g;Daiiimity  is  ever  disposed  to  perpetuate  and  strenfftben  the 
foundations  of  the  dominion  of  mlers  Bod  chieftuns,  whose  characters  are 
distinguished  by  justice  and  good  faltli,  the  information  of  your  exile  from 
your  native  country  has  been  a  constant  source  of  coDCero  to  us,  and  it  was  , 
our  wish  and  desire  that  yon  should  be  restored  to  the  possession  of  your 
hereditary  dominion.  But  all  thinf^s  depend  upon  their  appointed  season, 
and  this  desire  has  hitherto  remaned  unaccomplished. 

Now,  however,  the  determined  resolution  of  extirpating  that  unprind- 
pled  race,  the  English,  has  been  adopted,  from  seeing  their  faithless  con- 
duct i  and  the  special  retinue  (meaning  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  his  army) 
has  with  ihis  intention  advanced  from  Boorhanpoor  towards  the  place 
where  that  devoted  band  has  taken  up  its  position.  Accordingly,  the  vic- 
torious troops,  in  number  like  ants  and  locusta,  that  is  to  say,  ten  formi- 
dable brigades,  a  train  of  artillery,  consisting  of  500  guns,  and  200,000 
cavalry  are  in  attendance  on  us.  Please  Ood,  in  a  very  short  period  of 
time,  the  foundations  of  the  fortune  of  that  unprindpled  race  shall  be 
overthroirn,  and  they  shall  be  expelled  from  the  Deccao,  and  annihilated. 
Moreover,  Oeneral  Perron  has  been  directed  to  cross  the  Ganges  wilii  the 
brigades  under  his  command,  and  the  cavalry  in  the  service  of  the  Sirkar, 
and  nilh  a  body  of  Sics,  and  take  possession  of  all  the  territory  occupied 
by  the  unprincipled  race,  and  not  to  leave  a  vestige  of  that  tribe,  whilst 
the  cavalry  of  other  formidable  armies  of  the  Sirkar,  stationed  at  different 
places,  proceed  from  Calpy,  and  alao  from  Bundelcund,  to  invade  the 
territory  of  the  unprincipled  race  on  every  side,  and  taking  advantage  of  a 
favourable  opportunity,  anniliilate  the  ivhole  tribe,  and  to  restore  to  their 
hereditary  possessions  all  thechiefsof  that  country  who  shall  join  the  cause 
of  the  Sirkar  in  eradicating  the  foundations  of  the  unprincipled  race. 
Whereas,  adverting  to  your  ancient  dominion,  your  restoration  to  your 
hereditary  territory  is  an  object  in  view,  it  is  written  with  the  pen  of  re- 
gard,  that  immediately  on  receipt  of  this  letter,  you  should  proceed  to  as- 
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semble  m  many  troops  m  possible,  and  toinTade  the  Wrritory  of  tbe  enemy 
trith  the  utmost  practicable  expedition,  and  employ  your  exertions  in  co- 
operMi»K  iritli  General  Perron  in  offensii'e  measures  agwnst  the  unprin- 
dpled  race,  and  establish  yonr  troops  in  yonr  hereditary  domiDions.  Gen. 
Perron  has  been  written  lo  on  tWo  subject.  Do  you  act  in  conformity  to 
bu  sDggettions.  Please  Ood,  all  will  be  welL  It  is  incumbent  upon  you, 
with  the  utmott  firmnest,  to  doroU  your  mind  to  the  object  of  co-operaU 
inff  with  the  Sirkar,  and  to  fulfil  the  obligations  of  attachment.  My  satis- 
faction, and  yonr  conGrmatiDn  in  your  ancient  dominions,  will  depend  on 
the  degree  in  which  you  may  conform  to  the  abof  e  written  suggestions. 
What  more  need  be  written  i 

(A  true  translation.) 
N.  B.  EnHONBTONB,  Persian  Secretary. 
N.B.— The  letter  from  Scindiah  lo  Bumboo  Khan,  exactiy  Ihe  same  as 
this,  excepting  in  parts  not  applicable  to  Bumboo  Khan's  circumstances. 

(Enclosure  B.) 
Trmtlatiim  of  a  letter  from  Bumboo  Khan  lo  Mr.  Leyeetler.  Colleelor  of 

Moradabad,  ineloied  in  a  prieate  Utter  from  Mr.  lepceiier  to  the  Goeer- 

nor-General,  dated  July  26,  1803. 

The  hutorr  of  the  famUy  of  the  tale  Nawaiib  Nnjeeb  ul  Dowlah  is  uni- 
Tcraally  known.  By  the  revolutions  of  fortune,  and  the  yicissitude  of  the 
times  the  afiwra  of  tMs  family  ha»e  been  in»olred  in  confusion.  Smce 
then  I  have  resided  on  the  south-eaat  side  of  the  Jumna,  where  Maharajah 
SuDsaur  Chund  and  Jussa  Sing  have  assigned  to  me  forty-one  villages  rod 
two  fort*.  At  this  time  successive  letters  have  been  received  from  Dowlui 
Rao  Scindiah,  reqiuring  my  attendance. 

A  correspondence  and  friendship  formerly  subsisted  between  the  late 
Nawaub,  and  Governor  Hastings,  and  General  Champion ;  that  inter- 
course however  ceased  after  the  erabarrasBment  of  our  affiiirs,  ivhen  I  was 
Ihrowii  into  a  condition  of  distress.  Now,  however,  in  consequence  of  the 
arrival  of  Scindiah's  lettew,  I  being  a  ivell-wisher  of  the  Comply,  have 
been  induced  by  a  consideration  of  our  andent  friendship,  to  Bend  Sh»kh 
Mabboob  Bukhsh  with  copies  of  the  letter*,  and  I  have  also  written  to  Roy 
Seroop  Sing,  who  will  fuUy  state  all  circumstances.  ,  „  ^,     ^ 

You  will  be  pleased  to  give  credit  to  the  representations  ofMahboob 
Bukhsh,  and  do  you.  Sir,  obtain  a  favourable  answer,  to  be  transmitted 
through  yoo,  sttting  whatever  may  be  the  pleasure  of  Ihe  Company  s  Uo- 
vemment,  that  I  may  act  accordingly. 

Constantly  call  me  to  your  remembrance  by  your  kmd  letters  notifying 
your  welfare,  wd  commanding  my  lervlccs  in  this  quarter, 
(A  true  translation.) 
N.  B,  EoMONBTOSB,  Persian  Secretary. 
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7%t  Marqueu  JTeUetlet/  to  Aii  ExceUettcg  General  Lake, 
CoauHanJer-in^hie/,  tfc. 

(Secret.) 
Sir,  Fort  Wlliui,  Jiilr  27th,  1803. 

1,  The  necessity  of  providing  for  the  event  of  hostilities 
with  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  has  already  induced 
me  to  transnut  to  your  Excellency,  in  the  form  of  private 
notes,  such  suggestions  as  have  appeared  to  me  to  he  requi- 
site for  the  purpose  of  enabling  your  Excellency  to  frame  a 
phu)  of  miUtary  operations,  connected  with  the  political  con- 
siderations which  have  ultimately  compelled  me  to  engage  in 
war  against  those  chieftains,  and  with  the  objects  which  I 
deem  most  important  to  secure  by  the  success  of  our  arms  in 
the  final  settlement  of  peace. 

%  These  private  communications  tiom  me  have  been 
answered  by  your  Excellency  in  the  same  form,  and  I  have 
hitherto  deemed  it  to  be  expedient  to  return  my  observations 
upon  your  Excellency's  propositions  through  the  channel  of 
private  correspondence.  It  is  now  expedient  to  adopt  the 
regular  course  of  official  correspondence  with  your  Excellency 
in  the  Secret  Department,  and  I  shall  accordingly  henceforth 
address  you  in  the  form  observed  in  this  letter,  or  through 
the  secretary  in  the  Secret  Department,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  subject  under  discussion. 

3.  In  this  despatch  I  propose  to  state  to  your  Excellency 
my  views  and  intentions  with  regard  to  the  following  impor- 
tant points. 

First  The  objects  which  appear  to  me  to  be  the  most 
desirable  to  be  attained  in  the  prosecution  of  hostilities 
against  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  on  the  north-western 
frontier  of  Hindostan. 

Secondly.  The  general  plan  of  military  operations  by  which 
these  objects  appear  to  be  attunahle  with  the  greatest  degree 
of  expedition  and  security. 

Thirdly.  The  course  of  political  arrangements  and  nego- 
tiations which  I  propose  to  pursue  under  your  Excellency's 
superintendance,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  operations 
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of  your  army,  and  of  ensuring  the  stability  of  peace  under 
the  most  favourable  conditions  to  the  British  interests. 

4.  With  a  view  to  render  the  statement  of  my  sentiments 
on  these  questions  more  clear  and  distinct,  I  have  annexed  to 
this  despatch  copies  of  the  documents  enumerated  in  the 
margin.* 

5.  To  every  person  conversant  with  the  true  nature  of 
the  British  interests  and  power  in  India,  the  north-western 
irontier  of  Hindo&tan  must  have  appeared  to  present  the  roost 
vulnerable  point  of  our  extensive  empire. 

6.  The  condition  of  the  power  of  the  Seiks,  as  well  as  of 
that  of  the  Mahrattas  and  of  the  Rajpoots,  and  other  petty 
states,  offers  considerable  advantage  to  an  invading  enemy 
from  the  more  remote  north-western  countries  of  Asia,  or  from 
the  banks  of  the  Indus ;  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  remark  to 
your  Excellency's  judgment,  experience,  and  knowledge,  that 
the  enterprizing  spirit  of  France,  or  the  ambition  of  Russia, 
or  even  the  riolence  and  rapacity  of  tiie  Afghan  tribes,  or  of 
other  Asiatic  nations  inhabiting  the  northern  and  western 
countries  of  Asia  might  have  piursued  projects  of  invasion  in 
that  quarter  which  might  have  occasioned  considerable  em- 
barrassment to  the  British  power  in  India. 

7.  A  sense  of  this  danger  concurred  with  other  motives  to 
induce  me  to.  conclude  those  arrangements  with  the  Nabob 
Vizier,  which  terminated  in  the  treaty  of  Lucknow,  and  which 
secured  a  considerable  augmentation  of  the  military,  pohtical 
and  financial  resources  and  power  of  the  British  nation  on 
the  north-western  frontier  of  Oude. 

8.  The  result  of  that  happy  settlement  has  certainly  af- 
forded a  great  accession  of  security  agunst  the  dangers  which 
menaced  the  stabiUty  of  our  empire  on  that  aide  of  India. 

9.  But  the  local  position  of  Scindiah's  territories,  the  con- 
ditio and  nature  of  Sdndiah'a  military  force  in  Hindostan, 
and  the  corrupt  and  profligate  councils  of  that  weak,  arro- 
gant, and  faithless  chief,  still  constitute  a  serious  danger  to 

■  See  Qotes  by  the  Mu-qaeia  Wellesler,  dated  2Sth  ofJuD4>,  1803,  at 
p.  167  i  bIio  Dotet  by  bis  Lordsbip  od  Oenerol  Lake's  roemoraudum  dated 
ISthof  July,  at  p.  189.  The  Marquees  Wellesley's  additiooaluotet  to  tbose 
dated  18th  of  July,  1803,  (see  p.  223,)  follow  this  letter,  and  together  with 
the  Intmetions  to  Mr.  OnetDe  Mercer,  dated  23nd  July,  (see  p.  234.)  com. 
priM  all  the  doeamentB  alluded  to  id  the  text. 

VOL.  III.  p 
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tbe  British  interests.  The  territories  of  Scindiah  between 
the  Jumna,  and  tbe  Ganges  interrupt  the  Kne  of  our  defence 
in  that  quarter ;  and  some  of  bis  principal  posts  are  intro- 
duced into  tbe  centre  of  our  dominions,  while  tbe  possesion 
of  Agra,  Delhi  and  of  the  western  and  southern  bank  of  the 
Jumna  enables  him  to  command  nearly  the  whole  line  of  our 
north-western  frontier. 

10,  In  the  event  of  any  considerable  accession  to  Scindiah's 
power,  or  in  the  event  of  his  forming  any  connection  with 
France,  or  with  any  o^er  enemy  to  the  British  interests,  the 
actual  position  of  his  territories  and  forces  in  Hindostan 
would  fiimish  great  advantages  to  him  in  any  attack  upon  the 
Company's  dominions. 

11.  Formidable  as  the  power  of  Scindiah  might  have 
become  in  the  event  of  any  accession  to  bis  strength,  a 
danger  more  urgent  and  more  direct  in  all  its  consequences 
has  grown  out  of  the  decline  of  Scindiah's  local  authority  in 
Hindostan,  and  has  recently  assumed  a  more  alarming  aspect 
in  proportion  to  the  accumulated  embarrassment  of  Scindiah's 
(nrcumstances  in  the  Deccan,  and  to  the  general  decay  of  his 
resources  and  power. 

13.  The  regular  infantry  in  the  service  of  Scindiah  under 
the  command  of  European  officers,  is  supported  by  funds 
derivable  almost  exclusively  from  the  territorial  possessions 
of  that  chief  situated  between  the  Jumna,  the  Ganges  and 
the  mountains  of  Kumaon. 

13.  A  considerable  portion,  if  not  the  whole  of  this  terri- 
tory baa  been  assigned  to  M.  Perron,  a  French  officer,  who 
has  succeeded  Mr.  Duboigne  in  the  chief  command  of  Scin- 
diah's regular  infantry. 

14.  M.  Perron  has  formed  this  territory  into  an  indepen- 
dent state  of  which  Scindiah's  regular  infantry  may  be  justly 
termed  the  national  army.  That  force  is  now  stated  to 
amount  to  8,000  infantry  and  an  equal  number  of  cavalry. 

15.  The  inhabitants  of  the  districts  comprehended  in  M. 
Perron's  Jagbeer,  consider  that  officer  as  their  immediate 
sovereign  while  the  troops  supported  from  the  revenues  of 
the  country  regard  M.  Perron  as  the  immediate  executive 
authority  from  which  tbe  army  is  to  receive  orders,  subsis- 
tance  and  pay.  Possessing  such  means  M.  Perron  dictates 
with  the  authority  of  a  sovereign  state  of  a  superior  rank,  and 
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with  the  vigour  of  efficient  miCtary  power  to  the  petty  states 
occupying  the  countries  to  the  southward  of  the  Jumna,  and 
hy  the  terror  of  his  name  and  arms  holds  in  abject  Bubmission 
the  Rajpoot  states  of  Jyenagur  and  Jodpore,  together  with  the 
Jauts  and  the  state  of  Crohud,  extending  his  influence  even  to 
Buodelcund  and  to  the  country  occupied  by  the  Seils. 

16.  Scindiah  retains  no  efficient  control  over  M.  Perron 
or  over  hia  regular  troops.  Various  instances  must  be  fami- 
liar to  your  Excellency's  knowledge  in  which  M.  Perron  has 
either  openly  disobeyed,  or  systematicaUy  evaded  the  orders 
of  Sdndiab  especially  in  the  late  crisis  of  that  chiefs  aflairs. 

17.  M.  Perron  has  for  some  time  past  manifested  a  sys- 
tematic disposition  to  remove  all  British  officers  from  the 
command  of  Scindiah's  regular  infantry,  and  to  introduce 
French  officers  under  bis  own  immediate  patronage. 

18.  M.  Perron  is  supposed  to  have  amassed  a  considera- 
ble fortune,  and  your  Excellency  is  intimately  acquainted 
with  his  anxious  desire  to  retire  to  Europe,  and  to  dispose 
of  his  actual  command,  and  of  his  territorial  possessions  to 
some  person  of  the  French  nation. 

19.  To  these  considerations  it  is  important  to  add  that  M. 
Perron  is  in  possession  of  the  person  of  the  unfortunate 
Emperor  Sh^  Allum,  and  consequently  is  master  of  the 
nominal  authcaity  of  that  unhappy  prince.  M.  Perron  there- 
fore may  transfer  this  valuable  possession  together  with  his 
property  of  any  other  description  to  any  French  adventurer, 
or  officer,  who  may  be  enabled  to  complete  such  a  purchase. 

50.  Thus  the  coincidence  of  various  extraordinary  and 
uncontrolahle  accidents,  the  weakness  of  Scindiah's  personal 
character,  the  rapacity  and  profligacy  of  his  ministers,  (who 
have  engaged  him  in  pursuits  of  aggrandizement,  avarice, 
and  ambition,  at  a  distance  from  Hindoslan,  in  the  Dec- 
esLD,  at  Poonah,  and  in  the  southern  provinces  of  the 
Mahratta  empire) — the  treachery  of  many  of  his  chiefs  whose 
interests  consist  in  diverting  his  attention  from  the  affairs 
of  Hindostan  to  those  of  the  Deccan,  and  the  recent  shock 
which  his  power  has  received  &om  Holkar,  have  contributed 
to  foood  an  independent  French  state  on  the  most  vulnera- 
ble part  of  die  Company's  frontier. 

51.  Under  the  influence  of  a  succession  of  French  adven- 
turers, this  state  must  be  exposed  to  every  intrigue  of  the 
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French  in  India,  and  even  to  the  ambition  and  hostile  spirit 
of  the  person  who  now  rules  the  Freach  nation ;  nor  could 
an  instrument  of  deBtmction  more  skilfully  adapted  to  wound 
the  heart  of  the  British  empire  in  India,  be  presented  to  the 
vindictive  hand  of  the  Chief  Consul  of  France. 

22.  This  French  state  actually  holds  possession  of  the 
person  and  nominal  authority  of  the  Moghul,  maint^ns  the 
most  efiScient  army  of  regular  native  infantry,  and  Ae  most 
powerful  artillery  now  existing  in  India,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Company's  troops,  and  exercises  a  considerable  influ- 
ence over  the  neighbouring  states,  from  the  banks  of  the 
Indus  to  the  confluence  of  the  Jumna  and  the  Ganges. 

23.  In  the  supposition  of  the  most  intimate  and  established 
connection  of  amity  and  alliance  between  Scindiah  and  the 
British  power,  and  in  the  event  even  of  Scindiah's  accession 
to  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  and, to  the  general  defensive  alliance 
with  the  Company,  the  Xizam  and  the  Pe^hwa,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  suppose  that  this  French  state  would  co-operate  with 
cordiality  in  support  of  the  British  interests.  The  aid  of  this 
state  could  be  least  expected  In  the  case  which  would  moat 
urgently  demand  it,  and  which  would  require  the  most  active 
operation  of  the  principles  of  the  general  defensive  alliance. 

34.  In  the  event  of  an  attack  from  France  upon  the  British 
dominions  or  power  in  India,  it  would  not  be  expected  that  a 
French  state  erected  under  the  nominal  and  ostensible  aus- 
pices of  Scindiah  in  Hindostan,  would  afibrd  any  substantial 
ud  to  the  ally  of  the  -British  power  in  a  contest  agunst 
France,  even  if  that  ally  should  be  disposed  to  assist  us  in 
such  a  crisis. 

95.  On  the  other  band  no  doubt  exists  that  Scindiah  wonld 
receive  the  most  zealous  aid  from  the  same  state  in  any  at- 
tempt which  he  might  be  disposed  to  make  either  for  tlie 
reduction  of  the  British  or  for  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
French  power  in  India. 

26.  In  addition  to  these  remarks,  your  Excellency  is 
apprized  that  the  vicinity  of  M.  Perron's  regular  infantry, 
operates  as  a  constant  drain  upon  the  population  of  the 
Company's  provinces  and  dimiiushea  the  sources  of  our  agri- 
culture, manufoctures,  commerce,  and  revenue  as  well  of  our 
recruits  for  the  army  in  that  quarter. 

27.  In  the  present  crisis  when  every  circumstance  announ- 
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cefl  the  probability  of  a  renewal  of  the  war  with  France,  and 
urges  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  every  practicable  measure 
of  precaution  and  security,  the  safety  of  the  British  domi- 
nions requires  the  reduction  of  M.  Perron's  miUtary  resources 
and  power,  independently  of  any  question  which  might  exist 
between  Scindiah  and  the  British  Government. 

S8.  In  a  state  of  profound  peace  and  even  of  alliance  with 
Scindiah,  the  necessity  of  providing  for  our  own  security 
would  justiiy  a  formal  demand  for  the  removal  of  a  danger,  so 
imminent,  from  the  frontier  of  our  dominions.  The  refusal  of 
Scindiah  to  comply  with  such  a  demand  would  aflford  a  just 
ground  of  war  against  that  chief;  and  any  true  or  false  plea 
of  inability  on  the  part  of  Scindiah  to  control  the  movements 
or  to  reduce  the  power  of  this  French  state,  would  authorize 
and  require  the  British  Government  to  assume  the  protection 
of  its  own  territories,  and  to  remove  with  its  own  hand  the 
proximate  cause  of  insecurity  and  alarm.  Your  Excellency 
will  therefore  be  pleased  to  understand  that  the  most  desi- 
rable object  in  prosecuting  hostilities  against  Scindiah  on  the 
north  western  frontier  of  Hindostan  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
entire  reduction  of  M.  Perron's  regular  corps.  This  opera- 
tion necessarily  includes  the  capture  or  destruction  of  all  his 
artillery  and  military  stores  and  especially  of  all  arms  of 
Eivopeon  construction. 

29.  Connected  with  this  object  and  with  every  principle  of 
security  beaiing  relation  to  it  is  the  occupation  of  the  whole 
tract  of  country  forming  the  Doab  between  the  Jumna  and 
Ganges  to  the  mountains  of  Kumaon.  And  similar  conside- 
rations will  require  the  occupation  of  Delhi  and  Agra  and  of 
a  chain  of  posts  on  the  western  and  southern  bank  of  the 
Jumna  from  the  mountains  of  Kumaon  to  Bundlecund  suffi- 
cient to  secure  to  the  British  power  the  free  narigation  of 
the  Jumna  and  the  possession  of  both  banks  of  that  river. 
It  is  not  my  desire  to  extend  the  actual  possessions  of  the 
Company  beyond  the  line  of  the  Junma  including  Agra  and 
Delhi,  with  a  continued  chain  of  poets  to  the  westward  and 
southward  of  the  Jumna  for  the  purpose  already  de- 
scribed. 

30.JWitbin  the  described  line  my  wish  and  intention  is  to 
establish  the  system  of  the  Company's  Govwnment  in  all  its 
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branches,  but  wbatever  connections  may  be  fomwd  beyond 
that  line  to  the  westward  and  southward  of  the  Jumna  must 
be  regulated  on  the  principle  of  defensive  alliance  or  tribu- 
tary dependence  in  such  manner  as  shall  form  between  the 
actual  possessions  of  the  Company  and  the  Mahrattas,  a  bar- 
rier of  petty  states  exercising  the  internal  Government  of 
their  respective  dominions  in  alliance  with  the  Company  and 
under  the  protection  of  our  power. 

31,  In  drawing  this  line  I  am  aware  of  the  position  of  the 
Jagheers  of  Sumroo's  Begum  situated  between  the  Jumna 
and  the  Ganges.  For  this  special  cas^  I  have  accordingly 
provided  in  my  instructions  to  Mr.  Mercer.  It  is  certainly 
necessary  that  the  Jagheers  of  Sumroo's  Begum  should  ulti- 
mately be  brought  under  the  immediate  government  of  the 
Company. 

S2.  It  is  highly  important  to  secure  the  possession  of  the 
person-  and  nominal  authority  of  the  Moghul  against  the 
designs  of  France.  The  Moghul  has  never  been  an  impor- 
tant or  dangerous  instrument  in  the  bands  of  the  Mahrattas, 
but  might  become  a  powerful  aid  to  the  cause  of  France  in 
India,  under  the  direction  of  French  agents. 

33.  The  person  and  authority  of  that  unhappy  monarch 
have  been  treated  by  the  Mahrattas  and  by  M.  Perron  with 
the  most  barbarous  indignity  and  violence,  and  it  would  con- 
tribute to  the  reputation  of  the  British  name  to  afford  an 
honourable  and  tranquil  asylum  to  the  faUen  dignity  and  decli- 
ning age  of  the  King  of  Delhi,  It  would  also  be  necessary 
to  extend  our  protection  to  his  majesty's  heir  apparent  and  to 
any  of  the  royal  family  who  might  otherwise  fall  into  the 
hands  of  France. 

34.  The  reduction  of  M.  Perron's  force  would  afford  us 
the  means  of  forming  alliances  with  all  the  inferior  states 
beyond  the  Jumna  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  us  in  the  first 
instance  to  prosecute  the  war  with  the  greatest  advantage 
and  finally  by  forming  a  barrier  composed  of  these  states,  to 
exclude  Scindiah  and  the  Mahrattas  altogether  from  the 
northern  districts  of  Hindostan. 

35.  It  is  extremely  desirable  that  Bundelcund  should  ulti- 
mately be  placed  under  the  immediate  authority  of  the  Bri- 
tish Government.     Such  an  arrangement  would  afford  great 
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additjonai  security  to  the  rich  province  and  <uty  of  Benares 
and  would  effectually  check  whatever  power  might  remain  to 
the  Rajah  of  Berar  or  to  any  other  Mahratta  chief  in  that 
quarter. 

S6.  Reviewing  these  statements  your  Excellency  will  ob- 
serve that  the  most  prosperous  issue  of  a  war  against  Scindiah 
and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  on  the  north-western  frontier  of  Hin- 
dostan  would  in  my  judgment  comprize, 

1st.  The  destruction  of  the  French  state  now  formed  on 
the  banks    of   the  Jumna  together  with  all    its  mihtary 


Sdly.  The  extension  of  the  Company's  frontier  to  the 
Jumna,  with  the  possession  of  Agra,  Delhi  and  a  sufficient 
chain  of  posts  on  the  western  and  southern  banks  of  the 
Jumna. 

Sdly.  The  possession  of  the  nominal  authority  of  the 
MoghuL 

4thly.  The  estabUsbment  of  an  efficient  system  of  alliance 
irith  all  the  petty  states  to  the  southward  and  westward  of 
the  Jumna  from  Jyenagur  to  Bundelcund. 

5thly.  The  annexation  of  Bundelcund  to  the  Company's 
dominions. 

37.  The  result  of  such  an  arrangement  would  destroy  the 
htfluence  of  the  French  and  of  the  Mahrattas  in  the  northern 
districts  of  Hindostan,  and  would  enahle  us  to  commence  the 
foundations  of  such  an  intercourse  with  the  Seiks  and  with 
the  trihes  inhabidng  the  Pui^ab  and  the  banks  of  the  Attock, 
as  might  furnish  suffiaent  means  of  frustrating  any  attempt 
of  an  invading  enemy  from  the  western  side  of  the  Indus. 

36.  In  stating  to  youi*  Excellency  my  sentiments  with 
regard  to  the  general  plan  of  miUtary  operations  by  which 
the  proposed  objects  appear  to  be  attainable  with  the  great- 
est degree  of  expedition  and  security,  your  Excellency  will 
be  pleased  to  understand  that  it  is  not  my  intention  either  to 
limit  the  free  exercise  of  your  discretion,  or  to  interpose  any 
ideas,  which  may  not  meet  the  full  approbation  of  your  Excel- 
lency's superior  judgment,  experience  and  professional  skill. 

39.  I  have  however  deemed  it  to  be  my  duty  under  this 
restriction  to  communicate  to  you  in  my  private  correspond- 
ence such  opinions  on  this  branch  of  the  subject  as  have 
appeared  to  me  to  merit  consideration;  and  with  the  same 
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view  I  have  trananiitted  to  your  Excellency  my  obserrationa 
on  the  plans  which  I  have  received  from  you.  I  shall  there- 
fore proceed  to  state  without  further  reserve  io  this  official 
fomi  such  conclusions  as  I  have  drawn  from  a  review  of  the 
documents  and  suggestions  which  have  been  brought  under 
my  examination. 

40.  The  first  object  of  the  campaign  must  be  to  destroy 
the  military  force  and  resources  of  M.  Perron;  and  it  is 
extremely  important  that  this  object  should  be  accomplished 
previously  to  the  close  of  the  rainy  season. 

41.  It  is  therefore  necessary  that  the  main  body  of  the 
army  should  be  assembled  at  the  point  most  favourable  for  the 
attack  of  M.  Perron's  force,  and  in  the  state  of  preparation 
and  of  equipment  which  may  be  deemed  by  your  Excellency 
most  advantageous  for  the  speedy  execution  of  that  service. 

4S.  Your  Excellency  will  have  observed  from  the  whole 
tenor  of  every  communication  which  you  have  received  from 
me,  that  I  not  only  concur  entirely  with  you  in  deeming  the 
destruction  of  M.  Perron's  force  to  be  the  primary  object  of 
the  campaign,  but  that  the  most  deliberate  consideration  of 
the  actual  state  of  affairs  between  his  Majesty  and  France 
would  have  induced  me  to  have  undertaken  this  service  even 
independently  of  any  contest  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiafa. 

43.  I  shall  therefore  readily  sanction  any  augmentation 
which  your  Excellency  may  think  fit  to  make  to  the  strength  of 
the  main  army  to  be  directed  against  M.  Perron,  by  suspend* 
ing  the  operations  of  the  several  proposed  detachments  or  by 
concentrating  the  movements  of  those  detachments  with  a 
view  to  the  principal  object  of  the  campaign,  which  is  com- 
prized in  the  "  earlj/  and  effectual  demolition  of  the  French 
state  erected  by  M.  Perron  on  the  banks  of  the  Jumna" 

44.  With  this  observation  I  desire  that  your  Excellency 
will  compose  the  main  army  and  regulate  the  strength  and 
operations  of  the  several  detachments  in  the  manner  which 
shall  appear  to  your  judgment  to  aflford  the  most  absolute 
security  for  the  "  complete  destruction  of  M.  Perron's  force 
previously  to  the  conclusion  of  the  rains." 

45.  The  point  of  most  urgent  importance  connected  vrith 
the  destruction  of  M.  Perron's  force  is  in  my  opinion  the 
security  of  the  person  of  the  Moghul,  and  of  the  heir  appa- 
rent, and  it  is  therefore  my  earnest  wish  that  early  measures 
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should  be  taken  for  that  purpose.  The  operations  of  the 
detachment  proposed  to  cover  Rohilcund,  and  eventually  to 
invade  Sahaninpore  might  probably  effect  this  object,  and  at 
the  same  time  might  tend  to  promote  the  success  of  the 
movements  of  the  main  anny  against  M.  Perron. 

46.  I  trust  that  the  powers  ah^ady  furnished  to  your 
Excellency  for  the  augmentation  of  the  regular  corps  to  the 
war  establishment,  and  for  ruung  such  temporary  and  local 
corps  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  maintenance  of  the  internal 
tranquiUity  of  the  provinces,  wiU  enable  you  to  provide  effec- 
tually against  internal  commotion  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war.  But  any  temporary  inconvenience  of  that  nature 
must  be  hazarded  if  the  security  of  the  great  objects  of  the 
campaign  should  require  you  to  incur  such  a  danger.  The 
early  success  of  the  army  in  the  field  will  enable  you  to  sup- 
press without  difficulty  every  effort  of  our  domestic  enemies 
whose  number  cannot  be  considerable  and  whose  power  is 
extremely  contemptible. 

47.  I  consider  the  operations  of  the  detachment  stationed 
in  the  direction  of  Delhi  to  bejliext  in  tmp(»tance  to  those  of 
the  main  army. 

48.  After  the  destruction  of  M.  Perron's  power  shall  have 
been  effected  and  the  person  of  the  Moghul  shall  have  been 
protected  beyond  the  possibility  of  hazard,  the  operation  of 
greatest  importance  will  be  the  reduction  of  the  fortress  of 
Agra.  Your  Excellency  will  form  the  most  correct  judgment 
in  deciding  the  time  and  mode  of  undertaking  this  service. 
Whether  it  would  be  possible  either  to  blockade  or  to  seize 
Agra  during  the  time  of  the  movements  of  the  main  army 
against  M.  Perron,  or  whether  the  siege  of  Agra  should 
be  postponed  until  the  main  army  shall  be  at  liberty  to  act 
against  Agra,  are  points  which  I  submit  implicitly  to  your 
Excellency's  determination,  it  is  however  important  that  Agra 
should  be  reduced  previously  to  the  close  of  the  rainy  season. 

49.  The  occupation  of  Bundelcund  is  the  object  next  in 
importance  to  those  already  stated,  and  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  detachment  to  be  assembled  at  Allahabad  and  the 
detachment  to  be  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  covering 
Benares  will  effect  that  object  in  sufBcient  time  to  afford 
additional  countenance  to  the  operations  of  the  main  army. 

dO.  The  effectual  protection  of  Benares  is  a  point  of  con- 
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sidenble  importance  and  your  Excellency  appears  to  bare 
taken  Bufficuent  precauttons  for  that  purpose. 

51.  It  baa  appeared  to  me  to  be  prudent  to  adopt  a  ays- 
tematic  and  comprehensive  plan  of  defeoaive  measures  on  the 
whole  line  of  the  frontier  from  Mirsapore  to  Midnapore, 
and  I  have  directed  the  Chief  Secretary  to  transmit  to  your 
Excellency  a  copy  of  the  orders  whi(^  I  have  issued  on  that 
subject. 

52.  The  occupation  of  the  passes  from  tbe  southward  and 
westwsrd  of  tbe  Jumna  to  the  Deccan,  is  an  object  which  baa 
already  engaged  your  KxceUency's  attention.  If  you  should 
be  enabled  to  brhig  the  main  body  of  M.  Perron's  force  to 
action,  or  should  find  it  practicable  to  secure  that  force  in 
any  other  manner,  it  appears  improbable  that  Scindiah's 
troops  can  occupy  those  passes  in  any  considerable  strength. 

53.  Migor-General  Wellesley  may  be  expected  to  com- 
mence operations  against  Sdndiah  in  the  Deccan  at  tbe  close 
of  this  month,  and  I  entertun  a  firm  confidence  of  the  com- 
plete success  of  those  operations  in  the  entire  defeat  of 
Scindiah's  forces  and  of  those  of  the  Ri^ah  of  Berar  in  that 
quarter.  It  is  however  an  object  of  importance  and  of  pru- 
dent precaution,  to  secure  the  passes  between  Hindostan  and 
the  Deccan  previously  to  the  close  of  the  rains. 

54.  Tbe  expediency  of  occupying  the  post  of  Gwalior  pre- 
viously to  tbe  defeat  of  M.  Perron,  must  depend  upon  local 
circumstances  upon  which  yoiu*  Excellency  will  exercise  your 
discretion,  after  having  considered  the  tenor  of  my  instruc- 
tions to  Mr.  Mercer. 

55.  Mr.  Duncan  has  received  my  orders  for  the  sraaure  of 
Scindiah's  sea  port  of  Baroach,  and  of  all  hb  other  posses- 
sions in  Guzerat ;  which  objects  will  probably  be  effected 
whenever  Genera)  Wellesley  shall  seize  tbe  important  for- 
tress of  Afamednugger.  The  loss  of  these  posaesuons  will 
deprive  Scindiah  of  the  most  efficient  portion  of  his  military 
resources  in  tbe  Deccan. 

56.  An  expedition  from  Calcutta  and  Ganjam  will  occupy 
Cuttack  in  tbe  month  of  August. 

57.  It  may  be  reasonably  expected  that  these  combined 
attacks  will  leave  no  other  enemy  opposed  to  your  Excel- 
lency's force  during  tbe  rainy  season  than  M.  Perron's 
troops,  and  whatever  force  may  have  been  assembled  at  Cal- 
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pee :  and  I  confident!;  expect  that  befoK  the  close  of  the 
rains,  a  material  iraprCBsion  will  have  been  made  on  every 
branch  of  the  Mahratta  power.  It  is  however  possibls  that 
M.  Perron  may  have  induced  some  of  the  Seik  chiefs  to 
aid  him  by  predatory  incursions  into  the  Company's  northern 
territories,  and  it  will  therefore  be  necessary  for  your  Excel- 
lency to  advert  to  that  possible  danger. 

68.  The  objects  proposed  to  be  attuned  in  this  campaign, 
and  the  general  plan  of  military  operations  which  I  have 
described,  will  limit  the  movement  of  the  mun  army  to  the 
Doab  between  the  Ganges  and  the  Jumna,  with  the  addition 
of  a  narrow  tract  of  country  on  the  western  and  southern 
branch  of  the  Jumna. 

59.  No  detatchment  of  the  army  will  probably  be  required 
to  more  beyond  Gwahor  before  the  close  of  the  rains.  It  may 
therefore  be  expected  that  your  Excellency  will  not  experi- 
ence any  considerable  difficulty  either  in  the  supply  or  move- 
ments of  the  armies ;  and  that  you  will  be  enabled  during  the 
course  of  this  campaign  to  establish  such  depots  of  provi- 
sions, stores  and  other  supplies,  as  may  facilitate  your  advance 
into  Berar,  towards  the  Deccan,  or  towards  the  territories  of 
the  Rajpoot  ctuefs,  if  such  movements  should  become  neces- 
sary in  another  campaign. 

60.  Your  Excellency  has  provided  with  great  prudence  for 
the  maintenance  of  tranquillity  and  order  within  the  reserved 
territories  of  his  Excellency  the  Nabob  Vizier,  by  leaving  a 
respectable  force  in  that  quarter.  I  entirely  approve  that 
precaution,  leaving  it  however,  to  your  discretion  to  vary  the 
description  or  strength  of  the  force  stationed  in  the  Vizier's 
reserved  territories  according  to  your  judgment,  and  to  the 
state  of  local  circumstances. 

61.  1  have  written  to  the  Vizier,  desiring  his  Excellency's 
assistance  in  the  supply  of  elephants  and  cattle,  and  as  I  have 
engaged  to  defray  the  whole  expense  of  whatever  assistance 
the  Vizier  may  contribute,  I  entertain  a  sanguine  hope  that 
his  Excdlency  will  be  desirous  of  making  an  effort  to  mani- 
fest his  zeal  and  attachment  on  this  important  occasion. 

62.  In  stating  these  observations  to  your  Excellency,  I 
have  purposely  avoided  all  details  relative  to  the  disposition 
of  corps,  to  the  strength  of  the  main  army,  or  of  the  several 
detachments,  to  the  formation  of  the  staff,  or  of  the  different 
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constituent  parts  of  the  army  in  the  field.  The  regulation  of 
all  questions  of  this  description,  is  more  properly  your  Ex- 
cellency's peculiar  duty,  and  I  entertain  the  most  firm  con- 
fidence that  your  Excellency  will  form  your  arrangements 
with  that  ability,  public  spirit,  and  honourable  zeal  for  the 
service,  which  have  distinguished  your  conduct  in  the  various 
arduous  situations,  to  which  you  have  been  called  by  the  con- 
fidence of  your  Sovereign  and  of  your  country. 

63.  With  these  sendments,  I  am  particularly  anxious  to 
abstain  from  any  interference  of  my  authority  which  might 
tend  to  contract  the  sphere  of  your  Excellency's  approved 
talents,  activity,  and  integrity.  It  will  be  my  constant  endea- 
vour to  apply  my  authority  in  such  a  manner,  as  shall  afford 
the  most  eflectual  support  to  your  Excellency  in  the  display 
of  those  eminent  qualifications,  during  a  crisis,  which  demands 
their  unrestrained  exertion,  and  which  promises  to  augment 
the  reputation  and  honour  of  your  Excellency's  name,  toge- 
ther with  the  glory  of  the  British  arms,  and  the  security  of 
the  British  power. 

64.  With  regard  to  the  political  negotiations  and  arrange- 
ments connected  with  the  operations  of  your  Excellency's 
army,  I  have  addressed  to  you  on  this  day  a  letter,  vesting 
you  with  special  powers  of  the  same  nature  as  ^ose  which 
I  have  entrusted  to  Major-Geaeral  Wellesley,  and  eventually 
to  Lieut.-General  Stuart  in  the  Deccan.  That  letter  con- 
nected with  my  instructions  to  Mr.  Mercer,  and  with  my 
separate  letter  to  your  Excellency  of  this  date  respecting  the 
situation  of  his  Majesty  Sbah  Allum,  will  sufficiently  apprize 
you  of  the  course  of  political  measures  which  your  Excellency 
is  empowered  to  pursue,  with  a  view  of  facilitating  your  mili- 
tary operations. 

65.  It  may,  however,  be  convenient  to  state  in  this  place, 
the  general  principles  by  which  I  am  desirous  of  regulating 
your  Excellency's  proceedings,  under  the  powers  committed 
to  your  management. 

66.  It  will  be  highly  desirable  to  detach  M.  Perron  from 
Scindiah's  service  by  pacific  negotiation.  M,  Perron's  incli- 
nation certainly  is,  to  dispose  of  his  power  to  a  French  pur- 

■  Tbti  isabrief  letter  dated  11th  July,  1803,  and  the  whole 
U  euted  io  the  above  paragraph.— [Eo.] 
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chaser ;  lut  I  should  not  be  surprized  if  he  were  to  be  found 
ready  to  enter  into  terms  with  your  Excellency,  provided  he 
could  obtain  sufficient  security  for  his  personal  interests.  I 
desire  your  Excellency  however,  to  abstain  Irom  any  negotia- 
tion which  may  afford  M.  Perron  the  opportunity  of  gaining 
time,  or  of  preserving,  by  escape,  or  by  any  means,  any  part 
of  bis  force,  especially  of  bis  artillery,  or  ordnance. 

67.  I  therefore  request  your  Excellency  not  to  commence 
any  negotiation  with  M.  Perron,  until  the  success  of  the  force 
to  be  employed  agiunst  him  shall  appear  to  be  perfectly 
secure,  or  until  you  shall  be  fully  satisfied  that  the  negotia- 
tion cannot  afford  to  M.  Perron  any  means  of  defeating  the 
objects  of  the  armament. 

68.  Under  these  precautions,  I  empower  your  Excellency 
to  conclude  any  agreement  for  the  security  of  M.  Perron's 
personal  interests  and  property,  accompanied  by  any  reason- 
able remuneration  from  the  British  GtOTernment  which  shall 
induce  him  to  deliver  up  the  whole  of  his  military  resources 
and  power,  together  with  his  territorial  possessions,  and  the 
person  of  the  Moghul,  and  of  the  heir  apparent,  into  your 
Excellency's  hands. 

69.  The  same  principle  applies  generally  to  M.  Perron's 
European  officers,  and  the  proclamations  with  which  I  have 
furnished  your  Excellency,  will  enable  you  to  aTail  yourself 
of  the  first  proper  opportunity  of  ofl^ring  propositions  to 
those  officers,  or  to  the  several  corps  under  M.  Perron's 
command. 

70.  It  is  probable  that  the  blockade  of  Agra  would  enable 
your  Excellency  to  obtain  immediate  possession  of  Uiat  place 
by  offering  favourable  terms  to  Mr.  Hessing  and  his  garrison. 
You  will  act  in  this  matter  according  to  your  judgment. 

71.  This  despatch  together  with  those  which  you  have 
already  received  from  me,  will  relieve  your  Excellency  from 
any  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  suspension  of  the  question 
of  war  or  peace.  You  are  now  in  possession  of  my  final  de- 
termination "  to  reduce  the  potter  of  the  French  state  in  Hin- 
dottan  without  delay,"  and  to  liberate  the  ncighboiuing  chiefs 
and  Rajahs  from  the  yoke  of  that  state,  and  of  the  Mahrsttas, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  effectual  barrier  against 
the  revival  of  a  similar  danger  in  Hindostan. 

72.  My  instructions  to  Mr.  Mercer  contain  every  detail 


Digitized  by  Google 


222  NOTES  OP  July^ 

whidi  can  be  requisite  to  guide  ymir  Excellency's  judgment 
in  forming  engagements  with  those  chiefs,  either  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  their  assistance  during  tlie  war,  or  of 
establishing  a  permanent  system  of  alliance  at  the  conclusion 
of  peace. 

73.  The  general  objects  of  the  war,  as  described  at  the 
commencement  of  this  despatch,  sufiSciently  indicate  the 
nature  of  the  final  settlement  by  which  it  ia  my  desire  to  ter- 
minate hostilities,  and  to  secure  peace. 

74,  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  fix  your  attention 
upon  those  objects  as  stated  in  the  36th  paragraph  of  this 
despatch,  and  to  frame  every  permanent  arrangement  with 
the  native  Chiefs  and  Rajahs,  in  conformity  to  the  general 
principles  of  excludmg  the  influence  of  the  French  and  Mah- 
rattas  from  the  northern  pTovincesof  Hindoatan,  of  extending 
the  British  territory  to  the  Jumna,  and  the  British  influence 
to  the  borders  of  the  Deccan^  and  of  engaging  the  petty  chiefs 
and  states  to  strengthen  the  proposed  system  by  their  aid  and 
coH)peratioD  under  the  assurance  of  the  protection  of  the 
British  arms,  and  of  the  secure  and  firee  enjoyment  of  their 
respective  rights,  authorities,  and  possessions,  within  the 
limits  of  their  respective  territories. 

15.  The  principles  by  which  your  Excellency  will  regulate 
your  conduct  towards  ^e  Moghul,  are  stated  in  my  separate 
despatch  of  this  date.* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  Excellency's  most  faithful  servant, 
Wellbslby. 

[Ut  Enclosure.] 

j1il£liottal  Note*  to  Ihote  doled  IB/A  Julg,  (tee  p.  189J  on  the  memorandam 
ffUU  E*ceUeneg  tit  Commai>der-in-Clu^,  bg  I^rrd  tfdletlejf. 

Fort  flrjliam,  July  23,  1803. 
3.f  It  may  p«rhapB  deserre  consideration,  wbelher  this  deUchment 
niigbt  not  be  so  stationed  as  eTentually  to  proceed  upon  Delhi,  instead  of 
Sahanuqiore,  unless  the  GooitiT  chiefs  of  thU  quarter  should  eriace  a 

■  See  p.  230. 

t  The  paragn^hs  are  numbered  in  these  notes,  in  reference  to  the  notes 
at  p.  189,  on  which  the;  are  additional  comments  by  Lord  Wellesle?. 

— £rf.] 
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diapoiitlon  to  attack  Rohilcund.  No  measure!  appear  to  be  propoeed  liy 
the  Commander-in-Chief  for  seizin;  Delhi,  which  would  seem  to  be  an 
object  of  itnportuice. — W. 

3.*  Detachment  to  cover  Rohiievnd,  and  to  imade  Saharunpore,  \f  an 
opportunitsi  offetM. — L. 

4.  ThU  detaphmenl,  with  the  exception  of  luch  part  of  it  as  may  be 
neceBsar?  to  secure  tbe  inteinal  quiet  of  the  city  of  Benares,  miffht  pro- 
ceed towards  the  bordere  of  Boghelcund  behind  Mirzapore,  to  take  pot- 
MBsion  of  the  pauei,  or  to  enter  Boghelcnnd  as  proposed  in  the  tSth 
paragraph  of  the  instmctions  to  Mr.  Mercer.  The  Rajah  Ajeet  Sin*;  '\» 
inimical  to  the  present  rulinif  powers  in  Buodelcund,  and  may  probably 
be  inclined  to  assist  to  the  extent  of  hig  means,  in  preventing  the  Berar 
Mahrattas  from  entering  Ub  country.  The  co-operation  of  Ajeet  Sing 
would  secure  a  passage  to  a  British  force  to  Nagpore,  should  a  measure 
of  this  kind  be  hereafter  deemed  expedient.— W. 

4.    Detachment  to  cover  Benaret.—L, 

8.  From  prif  ate  information  it  would  appear,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country  under  M.  Perron,  consider  the  Mahratta  Qovenuneni,  and 
that  of  M.  Perron  as  perfectly  distinct,  and  independent  of  each  other, 
and  they  even  suppose  that  Scindiab  and  M.  Perron  are  inimical  to  eacb 
other.  In  this  Btate  of  affairs,  an  immediate  attack  on  M.  Perron  might 
oblige  bim  to  defend  himself,  and  unite  more  cordially  with  Scindiah's 
Interests  than  he  would  be  otherwise  disposed  to  do.  His  Excellency  the 
Commander-in-Chiefs  preparations  to  attack  bim  must  be  immediately 
knowti  to  M.  Perron  who  will  naturally  dispose  of  his  force  to  the  beat 
advantage  if  resolved  to  support  the  interests  of  Scindiab.  When  these 
preparations  are  made,  an  opportunity  might  perfaqis  be  successfully 
given  to  M.  Perron  to  mthdraw  from  Scindiah's  interests,  without  that 
(Uscredit  to  himself  which  would  he  the  consequence  of  his  withdrawing 
after  an  actual  movement  has  been  made  by  the  British  army  to  attack 
him.  It  does  not  appear  probable  that  Perron  would  meet  the  main  army 
in  the  Dooah,  if  resolved  to  support  Scindiab,  but  would  retire  across 
the  Jumna,  and  endeavour  to  keep  up  a  chain  of  posts  which  would  ena- 
ble him  to  keep  the  Jaiit  chiefa  in  subjection,  to  receive  succours  from 
Sdndiah,  and  to  prevent  our  communication  trith  the  R^'ahs  of  Jeypore, 
and  Jodepore.  The  Commander-in-Chief  will  therefore  consider  himself 
to  be  entirely  at  liberty  to  negotiate  with  M.  Perron  preriously  to  hos- 
tilities, or  during  hostilities.  The  great  object  must  be  to  prevent  M. 
Perron  from  escaping  with  his  forces  (especially  bis  ordnance  and  artil- 
lery) over  the  Jumna — W. 

8.    7%0  immediate  attack  ofM.  Perron.— h. 

10.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  considerable  part  of  Scindiah's  force 
are  at  present  in  Saharunpore,  and  Baboojee  Scindiab  is  with  Dowlut 
Rao,  in  the  Deccan.  A  Goojur  chief  of  considerable  influence  in  the 
country,  between  Saharunpore,  and   Hurdoar,    (Ram   Deyal   Ooojur) 

■  The  paragraphs  printed  in  Ualic  are  notes  by  General  Lake. 
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offered  bia  services  to  Mr.  Wellesley,  at  Hurdiur,  uid  m&jr  parties  be 
ludueed  to  give  uBiBtance  in  defending  that  frontier.— W, 

11.  The  remarks  which  occur  in  this  suggestion,  are  stated  in  suggei- 
Hon4.— W. 

11.    A  battalion  to  march  to  teite  the  pauei  behind  Mir%9pi>re.^h. 

16.  It  appears  from  the  general  tenor  of  Colonel  CoUins'a  despatches, 
that  Amb^ee  ha*  been  the  principal  promoter  of  the  hostile  designs  of 
Scindiah,  and  that  there  exists  no  probability  of  that  Chief  s  joining  us 
Bgunst  Scindiah's  interests.  If  M.  Perron,  in  consequence  of  a  medi- 
tated attack  upon  him,  adopts  the  plan  of  retiring  behind  the  Jumna,  a 
part  of  his  army  posted  at  Gwalior,  would  be  enabled  to  defend  itself  until 
Joined  by  Scindiah's  forces  from  Oujeia,  and  enable  him  to  carry  on  a 
destructive  predatory  war  in  the  Dooab,  or  to  throw  a  large  force  into 
Bundelcund.  If  tus  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  is  of  opinion, 
that  an  attack  on  Perron  may  be  made  so  promptly,  as  to  prevent  bis 
irithdrawing  his  troops  across  the  Jumna,  this  reasoning  becomes  nuga- 
tory, otherwise  it  appears  to  merit  consideration.  The  expediency  of  an 
immediate  attack  on  Owalior  must  depend  on  his  Excellency's  having  a 
disposable  force  for  that  purpose,  or  the  inclination  and  means  of  the 
Sanah  of  Oohud  to  assist  in  supplying  the  troops,  and  on  the  success  of 
the  measures  proposed  to  be  followed  in  regard  to  M.  Perron  If  Perron 
retires  behind  the  Jumna,  a  considerable  detachment  might  perhaps  be 
spared  from  the  mun  army,  to  anticipate  any  views  he  might  form  to  gain 
posseuion  of  this  important  post. — WbllbbijBT. 

15.    Rtatant  agaimt  atlaelnng  Gwaliar.—Lake. 


[2ad  Eoclosnre.] 
N.  B.  Edmoattont,  Etq.  S«eretarf  to  GoeernmetU,  to  Grteme  i/ereer,  Etq.' 

(Most  SecreL) 
Sib,  Fort  William,  JtJy  22nd,  1803. 

1.  I  am  directed  by  hii  Excellency  the  most  noble  the  Oovemor-Oeneral 
in  Council  to  inform  you  that  in  consequence  of  a  probable  rupture  with 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  other  Mahratta  chieftuna  who  have  manifested 
a  disposition  to  form  a  confederacy  with  that  chief  agunst  the  interests 
of  the  British  Government,  his  Excellency  in  Council  has  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient to  appoint  a  specUl  agent  for  the  purpoM  of  condactiag  certain 
political  negotiations  with  the  several  states  bordering  on  the  western 

■  Mr.  Mercer  was  a  Surgeon  on  the  Company's  Medical  Establishment. 
He  woi  appointed  in  the  year  1769  to  succeed  the  late  Dr.  Alexander 
RosieU,  M  Surgecw  to  the  Embassy  to  Hydnbad,  under  the  late  Sir  John 
Kennaway,  Bart.,  and  attended  that  distinguished  officer  during  the  whole 
of  the  campugn  agwnst  Uppoo  Sultann,  In  a  political  as  well  as  medical 
c^Mcity. 
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frontier  of  the  British  proriaces  under  the  Presidency  of  Benj^ol.  and  of 
fonnlng  defensive  alliances  with  those  slates  on  the  part  of  the  British 
OoTeninieDt  agunat  the  hostile  designs  of  the  Mshrotta  chieftuus. 

2.  His  Excdlency  in  Council,  in  consideration  of  the  local  knowledge 
which  you  have  obtwned  of  the  state  of  those  countries,  and  having  a 
firm  reliance  in  your  zeal,  ability,  aud  discretion,  has  been  pleased  to 
nominate  you  as  his  special  agent  for  the  purposes  abovementioned,  and 
to  direct  that  you  will  immediately  proceed  to  Allahabad  with  all  practi- 
c^Ie  expedition,  where  you  will  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  charge  en- 
tnuled  to  you,  under  the  following  instructions. 

3.  You  are  already  apprized  of  the  propocab  made  some  time  since  by 
Himmut  BehSdnr  to  the  honourable  Henry  Wellesley,  through  Mr.  John 
Messelbeek  at  Allahabad,  for  the  transfer  of  the  province  of  Bundelcund 
to  the  authority  of  the  Honourable  Company. 

4.  The  importance  which  his  Excellency  in  Council  attaches  to  the 
possession  of  this  province,  as  covering  the  Company's  possessions  from 
the  inroads  of  a  hostile  force  from  Berar  has  been  considerably  increased 
by  the  information  received  from  Mr.  Ahmnty,  the  Collector  of  Allaha- 
bad, that  Dowlul  Rao  Scindiah  has  actually  despatched  a  considerable 
body  of  his  forces  to  the  north-westera  frontier  of  the  Company's  domi- 
nions, and  has  addressed  letters  to  Himmut  Babitdur,  instigating  thoae 
ebieftains  to  commit  depredations  in  the  Company's  dominions  contigu- 
ous to  Bundelcund  ;  and  that  Shumehere  Bahftdur,  the  eldest  sou  of  the 
late  Ali  BahSdur,  has  arrived  in  the  province,  and  assumed  the  authority 
over  it,  under  a  annnud  from  Amrut  Rao,  and  supported  by  a  force  in 
the  service  of  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar. 

5.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  immediate  interpoution  of  the  Bri- 
tish Oovernment  in  the  affairs  of  Bundelcund  has  become  necessary,  as 
a  part  of  the  general  system  of  defence  agunst  the  meditated  designs  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  his  confederates  the  Rajah  of  Berar  and  Jes- 
wunt Rao  Holkar. 

6.  His  Excellency  has,  therefore,  determined  to  enter  into  a  n^otia- 
tion  with  Himmut  Behftdur  for  his  aid  and  inflnence  in  establishing  in  the 
prorince  of  Bnndelcund  an  sirangement  calculated  to  afford  to  the  Bri- 
tish Government  the  military  and  political  advantages  of  the  local  situa. 
tion  of  that  province  in  the  present  crisis  of  affairs,  and  his  Excellency 
hat  accordingly  addressed  a  letter  to  that  chieftain,  stating,  in  genera] 
terms,  his  Excellency's  views  with  respect  to  the  province  of  Bundelcund, 
and  raqoesting  him  to  despatch  to  Allaltabad  a  confidential  agent  for  the 
express  purpose  of  conferring  with  you  on  the  details  of  the  proposed 
arrangement.  Copies  of  this  letter,  and  of  the  detailed  proposals  which 
Himmut  Babftdur  has  lately  transmitted  through  Mr.  Ahmnty,  are  en- 
closed for  your  information. 

7.  During  the  progress  of  thf  negotiation  you  will  be  enabled  to  ascer- 
tun  more  precisely  than  has  hitherto  been  done,  the  means  which  Him- 
mut Bah&dur  may  possess  of  effectually  supporting  the  interests  of  the 
British  Government  in  the  province,  and  will  accordingly  be  enabled  to 
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tubmit  to  hit  Excellencj  the  clidmi  which  be  maj'  poweti  to  a  reoom- 
peoBe  from  the  Gorernment  for  hia  co-operation. 

8.  It  ftppean  from  the  fonner  commviiicatioB  with  Himmnt  BahMnr 
that  his  object!  ore  the  attunmentB  of  a  JagUre  in  the  Compiuay't  pro- 
Tincea  within  the  Dooab,  and  the  reletue  of  his  reladon  Omrao  Geer, 
from  confinement  at  Lnclcnow. 

9.  The  fint  of  tho«e  object!  his  Gxceilency  anthorizei  you  to  tBgft 
for  on  the  part  of  the  Ooverainent  i  the  extent  of  the  Jaghire  to  be  here- 
after proportioned  to  the  mean!  he  maf  potBew  of  forwarding  the  views 
of  Government  i  and  to  the  zeal  and  activity  he  may  shew  in  the  applica- 
tion of  those  means  to  the  desired  object. 

10.  Omrao  Qeer  was  pat  into  confinement  on  a  suspicion  of  his  having 
been  engaged  with  the  adherents  of  Viiier  All  in  a  conspiracy  agunst 
the  government  of  the  Nabob  Vizier.  As  the  British  Government  is  ex- 
clusively responsible  for  the  protection  of  the  dominions  and  government 
of  the  Nawanb  Vizier,  his  Excellency  is  of  opinion  that  an  application 
from  the  British  Government  to  the  Nanaub  Vizier  for  the  release  of 
Omnw  Oeer  would  be  acceded  to  on  proper  measures  being  taken  to  oh- 
riate  the  lish  of  tuiy  future  attempts  on  the  part  of  Omrao  Geer  to  dis- 
tarb  the  tranquillity  of  the  Vizier's  Government.  This  might,  perhaps, 
be  most  effectually  guuded  sgiunit  by  rendering  Himmnt  BsMdur  re- 
sponsible in  his  person  and  Jaghire  for  die  fntnre  conduct  of  Omnw 
Geer. 

11.  Onr  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  Imtemal  state  of  finndelcund  and 
of  the  relative  situations  of  die  several  chiefs  of  the  Bondelatis  potaeaiing 
power  or  influence  in  that  province,  precludes  the  pracUcabillty  of  deter- 
mining at  the  present  moment  the  specific  arrangements  which  It  may  be 
advisable  and  practicable  to  enter  into  with  them  for  the  attainment  of 
the  object  in  view.  Those  arrangements  m«B(  be  r^fulated  by  the  in- 
formation you  may  be  enabled  to  acquire  on  those  points  after  your  ar- 
rival at  Allahabad,  and  by  the  general  spirit  of  his  Excellency's  views 
and  intentions.  Qenerikl  assurances  may  he  given  to  those  chiefs  who 
may  be  inclined  to  support  the  British  interests  of  a  liberal  attention  on 
the  part  of  Government  to  their  rights  and  interests ;  and  the  advantages 
iriiich  they  will  individually  obtwn  from  an  emancipaUon  from  the  yoke 
of  the  Mahrattas,  may  be  urged  in  favoor  of  their  ready  co-c^rsdoB  with 
the  British  troop*  for  that  purpose. 

IS.  His  Ezcellency  has  been  informed  that  the  strong  forts  of  Cslinger 
and  DamoUDie  in  Buodelcuad  are  still  possessed  by  dependants  of  the 
former  Bundelafa  Rajahs,  and  that  the  determined  resiataDce  which  has 
been  shewn  by  those  people  to  the  Govemmeat  of  Ali  Bahftdur  aod  the 
present  Regency,  has  arisen  ftom  the  dread  that,  notwithstanding  any 
engagements  to  the  contrary,  the  very  consideraUe  property  they  posses* 
WOtlM  be  pimdered  by  the  Mahrattaa  on  their  resigning  the  possession 
of  those  forts.  Ai  it  is  probable  that  an  engagement  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Gavtmrneut  for  the  lecority  of  their  peisons  and  property  wonM 
induce  those  dependants  of  the  former  Bundelah  Rajalis  to  resign  the 
possession  of  these  forts  to  the  British  Government,  you  are  aulhorlied 
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to  enter  into  enj^agemeats  with  them  for  thnt  purpose,  on  the  condition 
of  their  rekdy  enbrnlMioii  to  the  OovemtneDt.  Tlus,  however,  \a  to  be 
cooaidered  aa  &  secoadarj  object,  and  jou  trill  attem|it  a  negoUation  of 
this  nature  only  in  the  event  of  your  deeming  it  in  no  mcasare  incon- 
■iitent  with  the  general  conciliatory  meunres  to  be  pnreoed  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country. 

13.  His  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  will  be  requested  to  take 
the  necessary  measures  to  eapport  the  arrangements  which  may  be  formed 
by  the  application  of  a  military  force  to  act  iti  conformity  to  them. 

14.  The  prorince  of  Boghelennd  or  lUwah  Macknnpore,  situated  to 
the  «onth-east  of  Bundelcund,  is  Considered  by  his  Excellency  as  tritta- 
tarj  to  the  latter.  As  no  permanent  conquest  of  thia  provloce  has,  how^ 
ever,  been  made  by  Ali  Bahftdur,  and  aa  Hajah  Ajeet  Sing,  the  heredi- 
tary chief  of  the  province,  is  in  actual  possession,  it  Is  his  Excellency's 
wish  that  every  endeavour  should  be  made  to  conciliate  that  chief  to  the 
interests  of  the  British  Government,  and  the  necesaary  assistance  granted 
him,  if  required,  to  defend  the  prorince  from  the  inroads  of  the  Berar 
Mahrattas,  by  sending  a  detachment  to  assist  him  in  securing  the  princi- 
pal passes  into  hia  country  from  Nagpore, 

15.  The  countries  at^oining  to  Buodelcnnd,  on  the  north-west,  for- 
meriy  possessed  by  the  Ranah  of  Oobud  and  other  Jant  chiefs,  are  now, 
with  the  exception  of  Kalpee,  (a  Jaghire,  hdd  under  the  aunnnd  of  the 
Peishwa,)  excluuvely  under  the  dominion  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiih.  It 
Ib  understood  that  those  chiefs  are  very  generally  averse  to  the  authority 
of  the  Mahnttta  chieftain,  and  that  they  would  readily  embrace  any  effec- 
tual means  which  might  be  proposed  to  tbem  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing an  emancipation  from  that  authority. 

16.  As  a  co-operation  on  the  part  of  thoae  chleft  would  esaentiatly 
forward  the  military  operations  which  it  may  be  found  expedient  to  proJ 
lecnte  in  those  countries,  his  Excellency  directs  me  to  fnmisb  you  with 
the  following  observations  on  the  general  principles  which  it  Is  hia  Ex- 
cellency's wish  to  adopt  in  forming  arrangements  with  those  chiefs. 

17-  In  the  event  of  a  war  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  the  security  of 
the  British  posseMione  in  the  Dooab  ag^at  the  future  designs  of  that 
chief,  would  seem  to  demand  the  total  abolition  of  his  authority  and  In- 
terference in  the  north-western  prorinces  of  Hindostan. 

18.  As  it  is  not  his  Excellency's  intention,  however,  in  the  event  of  a 
successful  war  with  Scindiah,  to  extend  at  present  the  British  regnlationa 
beyond  the  Dooab,  with  the  reservation  of  Boudelcund  and  of  such  cities, 
forts,  or  districts,  on  the  western  banks  of  the  Jnmns,  as  may  serve  effec- 
tually to  secure  the  safe  navigation  of  thai  river,  and  to  protect  the  fron- 
tier of  the  Dooab,  it  appears  to  his  Excellency  that  engagements  with 
those  chiefs,  formed  on  the  basis  of  mutual  security  and  support,  and 
excluding  all  interference  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government  in  th« 
internal  regnlation  of  their  respective  possessions,  would  most  effecluallr 
secure  their  co>operation,  and  present  the  strongest  barrier  to  the  efforts 
of  Scindiah  to  regmn  an  influence  in  that  quarter. 

19.  Upon  this  principle  engagements  may  be  entered  into  irith  those 
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chiefs,  lecarinjT  to  them  the  undbturbed  poBseMion  of  thur  hereditary 
tenureB  oo  the  condition  of  their  tealoiu  ajid  ready  co~operatioo  with  the 
British  OoTerninent,  to  the  extent  of  tbeir  respective  means,  in  expellinf; 
the  troops  of  Dowlut  Ran  Scindiah  from  that  quarter  of  HindoBtan,  and 
preventin);  any  fature  attempts  on  the  part  of  that  ctueftain,  or  of  any 
other  foreign  power,  to  establuh  an  authority  in  those  prorinces. 

20.  The  ancestors  of  the  Ranah  of  Oohud  possewed  the  principal  au- 
thority and  influence  unon^t  the  Jaut  chiefs  to  the  westward  of  the 
Jumna,  and  although  the  authority  and  property  of  tbe  present  Ranah 
have  been  completely  sabjugated  by  Dowlut  Hoo  Scindiab,  yet  his  influ- 
ence amongst  the  Jaut  tribes  is  supposed  to  be  Btill  conBidernble,  and 
might,  perhaps,  be  advantageously  used  to  ossiBt  in  expelling  tbe  troops 
of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  from  the  provinces  of  Hindostan. 

21.  The  poverty  of  the  Ranah  might,  however,  render  it  necessary  that 
he  should  be  supplied  with  sufficient  funds  to  enable  him  to  exert  this 
influence  to  tbe  effectual  support  of  the  British  interests. 

22.  If  upon  more  minute  and  local  information  of  the  state  of  the 
Ranah's  circumstances,  and  of  the  influence  which  he  may  possess 
amongst  the  Jaut  tribes,  yon  should  be  of  opinion  that  he  is  inclined  to 
co-operate  with  tbe  British  forces  in  the  expulsion  of  tbe  troops  of  Dow- 
lut Rao  Scindiah  from  the  country  of  Oohud,  and  that  an  advance  of 
money  from  the  British  GoTernmeni  might  enable  him  to  give  useful 
support  to  the  military  operations  of  the  British  forces  in  that  country, 
his  Excellency  directs  me  to  authorize  yon  to  grant  him  such  advance  as 
you  may  deem  immediately  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to 
collect  his  adherents,  not  to  exceed  the  amount  of  rupees,  100,000,  with- 
out receiving  the  further  authority  of  his  Excellency  in  Council.  The 
enclosed  letter  addressed  by  his  Excellency  to  the  Ranah  of  Oohud  (a 
copy  of  which  is  enclosed  for  your  information)  will  be  forwarded  by  you 
only  in  tbe  above  event  of  your  conceiving  that  his  co-operation  may  be 
advantageously  exerted. 

23  To  complete  the  system  proposed  by  his  Bxcellency  of  defensive 
alliance  against  the  future  encroachments  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  or 
other  foreign  powers  into  the  north-western  provinces  of  Hindostan,  his 
Excellency  attaches  much  importance  to  securing  the  accession  of  the 
Rj^poot  chiefs  of  Jypore  and  Jodepore  to  the  plan  above  laid  dovrn,  of 
mutual  security  and  support. 

24.  Enclosed  are  copies  of  letters  which  his  Excellency  has  with  this 
view  addressed  to  the  [U{ahs  of  Jypore  and  Jodepore,  which  sufficiently 
explain  the  principles  on  which  it  is  bis  Excellency's  intention  to  form 
arrangements  vrith  those  chiefs.  The  original  letters  have  been  forwarded 
through  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  duplicates  hare 
been  delivered  to  the  Vakeels  of  those  chiefs  at  the  Presidency  for  trans- 
mission to  tbeir  principals, 

26.  His  Exoellency  considers  it  a  desirable  object  to  be  attained  in 
the  negotiation  mth  the  Jaut  and  Rajpoot  chiefs,  that  tbdr  frontier* 
should  be  secured  by  a  subsidiary  force  from  the  British  Oovernment 
proportionate  to  the  extent  of  their  possessions  and  means  respectively. 
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This  will  more  puticularly  be  desirable  with  the  Ranfth  of  Oohud  and 
the  R^fthg  of  Jypore  ftiid  Jodepore,  the  amount  of  whose  revenues  his 
Excellency  conceives  would  easily  admit  of  a  subsidy  being  paid  to  the 
Britisli  QoTemment  for  the  defence  of  their  pogsesaions. 

26.  From  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter,  addressed  to  Zeib  nl  Niisa 
Beirum,  yon  will  observe  that  his  Excellency  the  OoTernor-GeDeral  is  in- 
clined  to  extend  the  protection  and  fovonr  of  the  British  Government  to 
the  Begum.  As  the  Jaghire  possessed  by  the  Begum  i«  within  the  Doab, 
his  Excellency  is  desirons  that  in  any  engagement  entered  into  on  the 
part  of  the  British  Oovemment,  such  conditions  may  be  inserted  u  may 
facilitate  the  introduction  of  the  British  regulations  into  the  Jaghire  in 
the  event  of  a  settlement  of  the  adjoining  parts  of  the  Doab  being  formed 
upon  the  system  of  government  established  in  the  British  possessions. 

27-  His  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  already  been  furnished 
with  the  InstroctioDS  of  his  Excellency  the  most  noble  the  Oovemor- 
Oeneral,  in  regard  to  the  measures  to  be  pursued  for  dissolving  the  force 
oaAer  the  command  of  M,  Perron,  and  in  the  service  of  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah. 

28.  A  general  political  authority  will  also  be  vested  in  his  Excellency 
the  Commander-in-Chief  by  his  Excellency  in  Council,  founded  on  the 
spirit  of  these  iastructione,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  forwarded  to  his  Ex- 
cellency, and  subject  to  such  further  secret  instructions  as  his  Excellency 
the  most  noble  the  Governor-General  may  deem  expedient  to  forward  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief. 

29.  As  it  will  be  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  details  of  the  mea- 
sures, directed  by  the  above  general  instructions,  should  be  conducted 
under  the  inspection  and  with  the  sanction  of  his  Excellency  the  Com- 
mander-in-Cliief,  his  Excellency  in  Council  desires  that  so  soon  as  you 
may  deem  the  negotiation  in  regard  to  Bundelcund,  in  euch  a  state  of 
forwardness  as  to  admit  of  your  proceeding  to  join  his  Excellency  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  you  will  entrust  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
arrangement  adopted  for  putting  the  British  troops  in  possession  of  that 
province,  to  Mr.  R.  Ahmuty,  the  collector  of  Allahabad ;  and  proceed 
yourself  to  the  head  quarters  of  the  army,  under  the  command  of  hia 
Excellency,  where  you  will  be  furnished  with  such  further>instructions  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary,  through  the  medium  of  his  Excellency  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

30.  To  enable  you  to  discharge  the  varied  and  extensive  duties  now 
entrusted  to  you  with  promptitude  and  effect,  bis  Excellency  the  Com- 
mander-Jn-Chief  will  be  requested  to  authorize  one  or  more  of  the  mili- 
tary officers  under  his  Excellency's  command,  who  may  be  spared  from 
their  military  duties,  and  who  may  be  otherwise  qualified,  to  be  employed 
under  your  direction  in  carrying  into  effect  the  political  arrangements 
committed  to  the  general  superintendence  of  his  Excellency  the  Com- 
uander-in-Cbief. 

31.  The  collectors  of  AllahiOiad,  Cawopore  and  EUwah,  will  be  di- 
rected to  honour  your  dra^  on  his  Excellency  the  most  noble  the  Go- 
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veruor-Geneml  for  euch  sums  as  you  may  require  for  the  pnrposes  of  the 
public  service. 

32.  You  will  be  pleased  to  correBpond  with  the  Secretary  to  the  Gorem- 
meut  in  the  Secret  Department  on  all  points  connected  with  the  objects 
of  your  mission,  transmitting  for  the  informatioD  of  his  Excellency  the 
most  noble  the  Gorenior-tieiieral,  a  regular  detail  of  your  proceedings, 
and  you  will  communicate  copie«  of  all  your  letters  to  the  Secretary  to 
his  EscelleDcy  the  Commsnder^n-Chief. 
I  am,  &c. 

N.  B.  Bdhonstomk, 

Secretary  to  Qovemmenl, 

Secret  and  IMitical  Department. 


No.  LL 

Tk«  Marqueu  fftlUtle^  te  Lieul-Getteral  Lait. 
Sir,  Fort  William,  July  27lh,  1803. 

I .  In  my  despatch  of  this  date,*  I  signified  my  intention  of 
communicating  to  your  Excellency,  in  a  separate  address,  the 
detail  of  the  measures  to  be  pursued  with  respect  to  his 
Majesty  Shah  Alum,  and  my  general  sentiments  with  regard 
to  the  conduct  to  be  observed  by  the  British  Government 
towards  his  Migesty  and  the  royal  family  of  Delhi,  if  their 
persons  should  be  brought  under  our  protection. 

3.  Deeming  it  to  be  expedient  that  his  Majesty  should  be 
speedily  apprized  of  my  intentions  in  his  favour,  I  have  ad- 
dressed the  letter  to  his  Majesty,  which  accompanies  this 
despatch,  together  with  a  copy  of  it  for  your  Excellency's 
inform  ation.'t' 

3.  It  win  be  proper  that  my  letter  to  his  Majesty  should 
be  despatched  with  every  practicable  degree  of  secrecy  and 
caution.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Syud  Rezza  Khan, 
who  has  long  resided  at  Delhi,  in  the  capacity  of  agent  on 
the  part  of  the  Resident,  with  Dowlut  Rao  Sctndiah,  at  the 
Court  of  his  Majesty,  may  safely  be  trusted  on  this  occasion. 
If  upon  enquiry  your  Excellency  should  find  no  cause  to  dis- 
Hunt  from  this  opinion,  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
render  Syud  Rezza  Khan  the  channel  for  the  transmission  of 
the  letter,  under  such  instructions  as  may  appear  to  your 

•  See  i*.  208.  f  See  p.  233. 
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Excellency  to  be  applicable  to  the  occasion.  In  this  event 
your  Excellency  will  deem  it  expedient  to  direct  that  agent 
to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  accurate  and  regular  informa* 
tion  of  every  transaction  at  Delhi  which  may  come  to  his 
knowledge. 

4.  It  may  be  expected  that  any  movement  of  the  British 
troops  which  menaces  the  security  of  Delhi  will  he  followed 
by  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  French  officer,  who  is  in 
charge  of  the  Moghul's  person,  to  place  bis  Mi^aty  beyond 
the  reach  of  our  power.  Your  Excellency  wUl,  therefore, 
deem  it  proper,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  to  regulate  the 
operations  of  the  British  troops,  with  respect  to  that  city,  in 
fluoh  a  maimer  as  to  preclude  the  success  of  any  attempt  of 
that  nature. 

5.  The  arrangement  to  be  finally  concluded  with  respect 
to  his  Majesty,  involves  a  question  of  great  political  and  na- 
tional importance,  which  will  form  the  subject  of  fiiture  deU- 
beration.  For  the  present  it  is  my  intention  merely  to  secure 
to  bis  Majesty  the  protection  of  the  British  Government,  and 
to  assign  to  him  and  to  bis  family  a  provision  for  their  imme- 
diate support.  The  extent  of  that  provision  must  be  regu- 
lated by  future  events  and  circumatances.  I  entertain  no 
doubt  that  his  Majesty  vrill  be  cordially  disposed  to  place 
himself  under  tbe  British  protection  without  any  previous 
stipulation. 

6.  The  apparent  impossibility  of  his  Majesty's  effecting 
his  escape  f^rom  Delhi,  for  the  purpose  of  olahning  the  offered 
protection  of  the  British  Government,  renders  it  unnecessary 
to  contemplate  that  event.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  his 
M^esty's  person  should  come  under  our  protection  until  we 
shall  have  succeeded  in  occupying  Delhi. 

7.  When  that  event  shall  have  taken  place,  it  is  ny  anx- 
ious desire  that  his  M^esty  and  the  royal  family  should 
immediately  experience  the  benefit  of  the  change  by  re- 
ceiving from  your  Excellency,  and  from  all  persons  acting 
under  your  authority,  every  demonstration  of  reverence,  re- 
spect, and  attention,  and  every  degree  of  regard  to  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  his  Majesty  and  the  royal  family, 
consistent  with  the  security  of  their  persons.  It  will  be 
jvoper  that  your  Excellency  should  immediately  appoint  a 
civil  or  raiUtary  officer,  who  may  be  duly  qualified  to  attend 
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his  Majesty  in  tlie  capacity  of  agent  or  representative  of  the 
British  Government,  furnishing  such  officer  with  proper  in- 
structions for  the  regulation  of  his  conduct  towards  his 
Majesty  and  the  royal  family,  founded  on  the  actual  circum- 
stances of  their  situation,  and  on  the  spirit  of  these  sugges- 
tions. 

8.  It  is  advisable  that  his  Majesty  and  Mirsa  Akber  Shah, 
the  heir  apparent,  should  consent  to  reside  at  some  station 
in  the  south-eastern  provinces  of  the  British  dominions. 
Monghyr  appears  to  me  to  be  most  eligible  for  that  purpose. 
I  accordingly  authorize  your  Excellency  to  propose  to  his 
Majesty  and  Mirza  Akber  Shah  to  proceed  to  that  tttatitm, 
under  a  proper-escort  of  troops,  at  the  earliest  practicable 
period  of  time,  after  the  occupation  of  Delhi  by  the  British 
troops.  It  is  not,  however,  my  wish  to  compel  his  Majesty 
and  the  Prince  to  proceed  to  that  station,  in  opposition  to 
their  decided  inclination.  Your  Excellency  will,  however, 
be  pleased  to  employ  every  argument  to  induce  them  to  con- 
sent to  that  measure,  and  in  the  event  of  success,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  permit  his  Majesty  and  Akber  Shah's  immediate 
household  to  accompany  tbem — the  remainder  of  the  royal 
family  (in  which  is  to  be  included  the  relatives  of  the  late 
emperors]  should  continue  at  Delhi. 

9.  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  to  me,  as 
soon  as  may  be  practicable,  a  statement  of  the  names  and 
degrees  of  the  persons,  for  whom  it  may  be  necessary  to 
assign  a  provision,  together  with  such  suggestions  as  your 
Excellency  may  deem  advisable,  to  enable  me  to  determine 
the  extent  of  sucb  provision. 

10.  If  his  Majesty  and  the  Prince  should  be  disposed  to 
proceed  to  Monghyr,  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  their  removal  from 
Delhi  without  previous  reference  to  my  authority,  and  to  sig- 
nify to  Colonel  Palmer  the  proposed  arrangements  for  the 
residence  of  bis  Majesty  at  Monghyr.  On  receiving  in- 
formation of  their  consent  to  the  proposed  measure,  I  shall 
immediately  issue  the  necessary  orders  to  provide  for  their 
accommodation. 

11.  Under  the  resolution,  which  I  have  stated  to  your  Ex- 
cellency of  postponing  a  final  arrangement  with  respect  to 
his  Majesty  and  the  royal  family,  your  Excellency  will  decline 
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to  enter  into  any  negotiation  with  his  Majesty  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  your  Excellency  will  he  pleased  to  refer  to  tne  any 
propositions  which  you  may  receive  from  his  Majesty  of  a 
nature  to  admit  the  delay  of  a  reference  to  my  authority. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wellesley. 

[EDcloanre.] 
The  Margueti  ffelleiky  to  hit  Mt^eily  Sia/t  Ailum. 

Fort  miliuD,  July  27th,  IS03. 

Yonr  Majettj  is  fully  apprized  of  the  sentimente  of  respect  ukI  ■ttacb' 
mcDt  whicL  the  Britiah  Oovernment  has  iDTUiably  enterlaiDed  towards 
your  royal  person  and  hmily. 

The  Injuries  and  indij^itiea  to  which  your  Majesty  and  your  illustrious 
hmily  hare  been  exposed  lince  the  time  ivheo  your  Majesty  unhappily 
transferred  the  protection  of  your  person  to  the  power  of  the  Mahratta 
state,  have  been  a  subject  of  unceasio);  concern  to  the  Honourable  Com- 
pany and  to  the  British  admiuistration  in  India  j  and  I  have  deeply  re- 
inetted  that  the  circumstances  of  the  times  have  hitherto  precluded  the 
interposition  of  the  Britiah  power  for  the  purpose  of  affording  to  your 
M^esty  effectual  relief  from  the  oppresaire  control  of  injustice,  rapacity, 
and  inhumanity. 

In  the  present  crisis  of  affairs,  it  is  probable  that  your  M^esty  may 
have  the  opportunity  of  again  placiof;  yourself  under  the  protection  of 
the  British  OoTemment,  and  I  shall  avtul  myself  with  cordial  satisfaction 
of  any  event  which  may  enable  me  to  obey  the  dictates  of  my  nncere  re- 
spect and  attachment  to  your  royal  house. 

If  your  Msjcaty  should  be  disposed  to  accept  the  aeylum,  which.  In  the 
contemplation  of  such  an  erent,  I  hare  directed  Us  Excellency  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  British  forces  in  Oude  to  offer  to  your  Miyesty.  in 
the  name  of  the  British  Ooremment,  your  Majesty  may  be  assured  that 
every  demonetration  of  respect  and  every  degree  of  attention  which  can 
contribute  to  the  ease  and  comfort  of  your  Miyesty  and  the  royal  fiimily, 
will  be  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  British  Qovemment,  and  that  ade- 
quate prorision  will  be  maide  for  the  support  of  your  Majesty  and  of  your 
family  and  household. 

At  a  proper  season  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  will  have 
the  honour  of  communicating  to  your  M^esty  my  further  sentiments  on 
the  subject  of  the  proposed  arrangement. 

Wii 
A  true  Copy, 

N.  B.  EdH  ON  STONE, 

Persian  Secretary  to  Government. 
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No.  LII. 

Th«  Mvrqueu  W^UtUg  to  laeut.-Genend  Lake. 

(Scent.) 

Sir,  Fort  WilUun,  Jnly  STth,  1803. 

1.  The  present  state  of  affaira  in  the  Mahratta  empire, 
and  the  security  of  the  alliance  lately  concluded  hetveen  his 
Highness  the  Peiehwa  and  the  British  Government,  require 
that  a  tem,H)rary  authority  should  be  constituted  in  the  vici- 
nity of  the  north-Test  frontier  of  Oude,  with  full  powers  to 
conclude  upon  the  spot  whatever  arrangements  may  become 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the  plan  of  ope- 
rations and  of  political  settkment,  stated  to  your  Excellency 
in  my  recent  despatches. 

2.  This  power  cannot  he  exercised  with  equal  propriety 
and  advantage  to  the  public  service  by  any  other  perstm  than 
your  Excellency,  and  I  have,  therefore,  determined  to  vest 
this  important  and  arduous  trust  in  your  hands.  I  therefore 
empower  and  direct  your  Excellency  to  assume  and  exercise 
the  general  direction  and  control  of  all  political  negotiations, 
connected  with  the  operations  of  your  army,  and  with  the 
plan  of  political  settlement,  stated  in  my  instructions  of  the 
SSnd  instant  to  Mr.  Mercer,  and  in  my  instructions  of  this 
date  to  your  Excellency. 

3.  I  further  vest  you  with  full  powers  to  decide  any  ques- 
tion which  may  arise  in  the  proeeeution  of  the  measures  pre- 
scribed by  those  orders,  according  to  the  general  spirit  of 
my  views  and  intentions  concerning  the  affairs  of  the  Mah- 
ratta state,  and  of  the  powers  bordering  the  Jumna,  directing 
you,  however,  to  refer  to  me  in  all  cases,  in  which  a  previous 
reference  to  my  authority  may  not  appear  to  hazard  die  pub- 
lic interests.  Under  the  same  reservation,  I  authorize  and 
empower  you  to  commence  and  conclude  negotiations  with 
any  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs  and  jagheerdars,  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the 
general  objects  of  the  alliance  lately  concluded  with  his  High- 
ness the  Peishwa,  or  the  general  objects  of  your  operations 
in  the  field. 

4.  This  general  authority  especially  empowers  you  either 
directly,  or  through  the  representatives  or  officers  of  the 
British  Government,  to  negotiate  and  conclude  any  engage- 
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inents  vith  M.  Perron  or  any  of  Scindiab's  Earopean  or 
naljvs  officers,  with  Ohuimee  Behadur,  Hiioiqdt  Bebadur, 
Shiunsbere  BebB(liir>  pr  any  other  Bundela  chiefs,  with  the 
Rajahs  of  Jyenagvr>  Jodepore,  and  other  Rajpoot  chiefs, 
and  with  the  Rnnah  of  Gohud  and  other  Jaut  chieftama,  with 
Sumroo's  Begutn,  with  any  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Seiks,  on  the 
principles  stated  in  my  instructions  to  Mr.  Mercer, 

5.  Your  Excellency  will  be  careful  to  form  any  such  en- 
gagements on  principles  conformable  to  the  dignity,  honour, 
and  interests  of  the  BriUah  Government  and  of  its  alUes, 
and  to  the  spirit  and  tenor  of  our  subsisting  treaties. 

6.  Your  Excellency  is  also  authorized,  under  this  instruc- 
tion, to  make  such  arrangements  as  your  Excellency  may 
consider  to  be  proper  with  his  Majesty  Shah  Alum  on  the 
principles  stated  in  my  separate  instructions  of  this  date. 

7.  Your  Excellency  is  ftirther  empowered  to  conclude  such 
engagements  with  any  subordinate  chieftains  of  the  Mahratta 
state  on  the  north-west  fi^intier  of  Oude,  as  may  appear  to 
you  to  be  expedient  for  the  purpose  of  seouring  their  co- 
operation, in  the  event  of  hestihties  between  the  British  Go- 
vernment and  Scindiah,  the  R^ah  of  Berar,  Jeswunt  Rao 
Holkar,  or  uty  other  powers. 

6.  All  such  engagements  aa  your  Excellency  may  conclude 
with  any  of  the  chiefluns  or  powers  pbove  enumerated  will 
be  confirmed  by  me  under  the  limitations .  and  restrictions 
herein  prescribed. 

9,  Copies  of  these  instructions  will  be  transmitted  to  the 
Hon.  Major-General  Wellesley,  to  hie  Excellency  Lieut.- 
General  Stuart,  to  the  Residents  at  Luoknow  and  Poonah, 
and  the  Resident  in  the  camp  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  and 
to  the  Governor-General's  agent  in  the  ceded  provinces,  with 
directions  to  those  several  authorities  to  co-operate  with  your 
Excellency  as  far  as  their  respective  situations  will  admit  in 
all  points  connected  with  the  efficient  exercise  of  the  powers, 
with  which  your  Excellency  is  hereby  invested. 

10.  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  hold  the  most  con- 
fidential and  unreserved  intercourse  with  Major-General 
Wellesley,  who  possesses  my  authority  to  ctmduct  and  to 
conclude  all  political  negotiations  in  the  west  of  India  under 
instructions,  dated  S6tb  June,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed 
for  your  Excellency's  information. 
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11.  In  the  execution  of  these  instructions,  I  authorize  your 
Excellency  to  require  the  services  of  any  civil  officers  whose 
assistance  you  nuiy  deem  necessary  to  the  despatch  of  the 
arduous  afiairs  connected  with  the  subject  of  this  order. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
youi  Excellency's  most  faithful  servant, 

Wellbslet. 


No.  LIII. 

/Jtul-ColMa  ColUiu  to  the  Marqueu  IFeUetUg. 

Written  6ih  July  1803. 
My  Lord,  [R«ceind  28lh  or  29th  of  Jnly,  1803  ] 

In  the  aflemoon  of  the  4ith  instant  I  had  an  interview  with 
Dowlut  Hao  Scindiah  and  with  Ragojee  Bhooslah,  at  the 
tent  of  the  latter  chieftain.  I  was  attended  on  this  occasion 
by  Captain  Paris  Bradshaw,  Moonshee  Mirza  Banker  Khan, 
and  Gunput  Roy.  Seredhur  Punth,  Kisben  Rao  the  eldest 
son,  and  the  brother  of  the  Berar  Rajah,  were  present  at  this 
conference ;  also  Jadoon  Rao  Bhow,  Unna  Bbasker,  Eetbul 
Punth,  and  Ambajee  Inglia,  on  the  part  of  Scindiah. 

2.  After  an  interchange  of  compliments  I  commenced  the 
conversation,  by  observing  that  I  bad  for  some  time  past 
been  extremely- anxious  to  obtain  an  audience  of  these 
chieftuna,  in  order  to  learn  their  final  determination  respect- 
ing the  line  of  conduct  which  they  intended  to  pursue 
in  consequence  of  the  engagements  concluded  at  Bassein, 
between  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  and  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  I  concluded  with  expressing  my  belief  that  the 
result  of  the  present  meeting  would  enable  me  to  assure  your 
Excellency  of  the  fHendly  disposition  of  both  chieftains 
towards  the  British  Government. 

8.  Here  I  paused,  in  the  expectation  of  a  reply ;  but  as 
none  was  given,  I  proceeded  to  state,  that  the  treaty  of  Has- 
eein  was  purely  of  a  defensive  nature ;  that  it  contained  no 
stipulation  whatever  injurious  to  the  just  rights  of  the  De- 
canny  Sirdars ;  but  on  the  contrary,  had  expressly  provided 
for  the  security  and  independency  of  the  feudatory  Mahratta 
chiefs.  That  the  principal  object  of  the  treaty  at  Bassein, 
was  to  preserve  the  peace  of  India;  that  your  lordship  regarded 
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Dowlul  Rao  Scindiah  and  Ragojee  Bhooslah,  as  the  ancient 
fnends  of  the  Honorable  Company,  and  was  on  this  account 
willing  to  improve  the  existing  connection  between  those  states 
and  the  British  Government.  I  insisted  on  the  right  of  the 
Peiahwa  to  contract  engagements  with  the  English,  without 
any  of  the  Mahratta  Sirdars ;  I  desired  that  the  Berar  Rajah 
would  advert  to  the  very  clear  exposition  of  the  views  and 
prindplcB  which  induced  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  as  set  forth 
in  your  ExceUency's  letter,*  to  his  address  under  date  the  13th 
of  last  May ;  I  observed  that  this  letter  contained  the  most 
eatis&ctory  proofs  of  the  moderation  and  justice  of  the  Bri- 
tish Government.  Then  addressing  myself  to  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah,  I  said  that  conformably  to  your  lordship's  direc- 
tions, I  had  already  given  the  same  explanation  to  him  ver- 
bally, and  I  reminded  the  Mabarage  of  his  having  positively 
assured  me  on  the  ft4iih  of  last  May,  that  be  had  no  intention 
whatever  to.  obstruct  the  completion  of  the  engagements 
lately  concluded  at  Bassein.  I  then  remarked,  that  I  only 
required  from  him  a  confirmation  of  this  assurance,  together 
with  a  similar  declaration  on  the  part  of  Riyah  Ragoojee 
Bhooslah,  and  in  conclusion,  I  declared  that  it  was  your  Lord- 
ship's earnest  desire  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  their 
respective  sircars,  and  that  they  might  safely  rely  upon  the 
continued  friendship  of  the  British  Government  so  long  as 
they  refrained  from  committing  acts  of  aggression  against  the 
English  and  their  allies. 

4.  Instead  of  making  any  observations  on  the  foregoing 
discourse,  Seredhur  Punth  entered  into  a  most  tedious 
explanation  of  the  conduct  which  ought  to  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Peiahwa  previously  to  his  forming  a  new  treaty  with 
the  British  Government.  He  said  it  had  been  invariably  the 
usage  on  such  occasions  to  consult  with  the  Deccanny  Sirdars, 
whereas  Baajy  Rao  had  acted  in  the  present  instance,  not 
only  vrithout  the  concurrence,  but  even  without  the  know- 
ledge,  of  Ragoojee  Bhooslah  and  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah, 
although  they  were  his  friends,  and  confessedly,  the  most 
powerful  chiefs  in  the  Mahratta  empire.  This  is  the  sub- 
stance of  the  only  material  points  urged  by  Seredhur  Punth. 
I  replied,  that  his  highness  the   Peishwa   had   repeatedly 

•  See  p.  99. 
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written  to  the  Maharage  and  to  the  Berar  Rajah  to  repair  to 
Poonafa,  hut  that  these  requisitions  of  hb  Highness  had  not 
heen  complied  with ;  that  in  consequence  the  Peishwa  was 
left  witboat  any  means  of  defence  against  his  enemies,  except 
that  which  he  derived  from  the  English  to  whom  his  High^ 
ness  was  solely  indehte<l  for  the  preservation  of  his  Ufe, 
honour  and  dignity.  I  further  observed,  that  his  (the  minis- 
ter's) reference  to  old  usages,  was  inconclusive,  inasmuch  as 
no  one  instance  had  been  adduced  tending  to  prove  that  the 
Peishwa  bad  not  an  undoubted  right  to  enter  into  any  new 
engagements  with  the  English,  independently  of  the  consent 
of  any  of  the  feudatory  Mabratta  chiefs,  and  that  in  fact  the 
only  point  (or  consideration  was,  whether  Ragoojee  Bboos- 
lab  and  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiab  designed  to  oppose  the  com- 
pletion of  a  treaty  actually  concluded  between  his  Highness 
the  Peishwa  and  the  British  Government, 

5,  Here  again  Seredbur  Puntb  made  a  long  speech,  con- 
taining for  the  most  part  professions  of  the  friendly  disposi- 
tion which  bis  master  entertained  towards  the  British 
Government;  he  ended  by  remarking,  that  the  English 
troops  having  crossed  the  Godavery  were  advancing  towards 
the  Ghaut*  of  Adjuntee,  in  consequence  of  which,  be  re- 
quested I  would  write  to  the  honorable  General  Wellesley, 
for  the  purpose  of  prevaiUng  on  him  to  recal  that  detacfa- 
ment.  I  excused  myself  from  preferring  any  reqaest  of  the 
kind,  and  observed,  that  the  British  troops  generally  advanced 
when  any  army  was  approaching  them,  but  never  retreated. 
I  then  recurred  to  the  question  which  I  bad  so  frequently 
stated ;  Seredbur  Puntb  eud,  that  he  had  a  great  many 
remarks  to  make  on  the  different  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
Bassein ;  I  replied,  that  these  remarks  might  be  committed 
to  writing  and  hereafter  sent  to  your  Excellency,  but  in  thti 
mean  time  I  expected  he  would  answer  my  question.  The 
Bhooslab's  minister  then  objected,  that  the  Peishwa  had 
not  to  this  hour  informed  either  Scindiah  or  Ragoojee,  of 
his  having  concluded  a  new  treaty  with  the  English ;  I 
reminded  Snedhur  of  the  duplicate  letters  which  both  the 
Maharage  and  the  Berar  Rajah  bad  received  through  me  from 
bis  Highness  the  Peisbwo,  and  in  whicfa  his  Highness  ex- 


Digitized  by  Google 


1803.  THE  MARQUESS  WELLESLEY.  ^9 

pressly  mentions  having  improred  the  friendship  that  had  so 
long  subsisted  between  hia  OoTerntnent  and  that  of  th« 
Honorable  Company.  Both  Jadoon  Rao  and  SeredbuP 
Funth  admitted  the  correctness  of  this  statement,  but  said 
that  they  had  never  received  the  originals,  and  gave  me  to 
understand  that  they  yielded  no  credit  whatever  to  the  dupli- 
cates. On  this  head  much  warm  conversation  ensued,  but 
both  Seredhur  Punth  and  Jadoon  Rao  declared  that  it  was 
necessary  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Bhooslah  and  of  Scin- 
diab,  that  they  should  receive  the  foregoing  information  from 
the  Feisbwa  himself,  and  that  for  this  purpose  they  intended 
deputing  two  con6dential  persons  to  Poonah.  In  the  mean 
time,  they  assured  me,  that  tbetr  masters  had  no  design 
whatever  to  oppose  any  engagements  which  the  British  might 
have  contracted  with  hia  HighnesH,  and  they  also  promised 
that  their  armies  should  not  advance  towards  Poonah  nor 
ascend  the  Adjuntee  Ghaut.  After  giving  these  assurances, 
they  requested  I  would  endeavour  to  prevent  the  nearer 
approach  of  the  British  troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Stevenson.  I  replied,  that  to  evince  the  sincerity  of  their 
present  piofessions,  it  was  indispensably  requisite  that  Dow- 
lut  Rao  Scindiab  should  recross  the  Nerbuddah,  and  the 
Bbooslsh  repair  to  Nagpore ;  that  while  they  continued  in 
this  quarter  with  their  armies,  it  was  imirassible  for  your 
Excellency  to  rely  on  their  fi^endly  promises ;  and  I  added, 
that  if  the  Mabarage  and  the  Berar  Rajah,  would  immedi- 
ately return  to  their  respective  capitals,  I  had  no  doubt 
of  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Honorable  General  Wellesley 
to  withdraw  his  forces  also.  But  although  I  persisted  in 
contending  and  urging  this  point  a  considerable  time,  and 
did  not  fail  to  state  that  the  continuance  of  the  Mahratta 
armies  in  this  quarter  would  most  probably  be  productive  of 
seiious  evils,  yet  I  could  obtain  no  satisfactory  assurance 
either  from  Jadoon  Rao  or  Seredhur  Punth,  that  Scindiah 
and  the  Bhooslah  would  shortly  return  to  their  respective 
capitals ;  and  hence  I  am  inclined  to  infer  that  their  friendly 
professions  are  insincere. 

6.  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  Rogoojee  Bhooslah,  both 
promised  to  send  me  letters  on  the  foUowing  day,  for  your 
Excellency,  containing  the  strongest  assurances  of  their 
determination  to  preserve  and  maintain  the  relations  of  friend- 
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ship  whicli  have  so  long  subsisted  between  their  states  and 
the  British  Government  I  waited  for  those  letters  during 
the  whole  of  yesterday,  but  as  they  are  not  yet  sent  to  me, 
although  this  day  be  far  advanced,  I  shall  no  longer  defer 
the  despatch  of  my  present  address. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  inost  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

J.  Collins, 
Re«dent  D.  R.  S. 


No.  LIV. 

7^  Marqaeu  Welletley  to  Lieul.-Gtneral  Late. 

(Official  uid  Secret] 
Sir,  Fort  William,  Julr  28, 1803. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  apprized  by  my  despatch  under 
date  the  97th  instant,*  of  the  general  principles  of  the  system 
of  political  arrangement  which  I  propose  to  adopt  in  the  pre- 
sent crisis  of  affaire  with  respect  to  the  several  chiefs  and 
states  occupying  the  north-western  part  of  Hindostan.  That 
despatch  refers  to  my  instructions  to  Mr.  Mercer,  whom  I 
have  selected  for  the  conduct  of  the  detail  of  the  proposed 
arrangement  under  your  ExceUency's  immediate  superintend- 
ance. 

A  copy  of  Mr.  Mercer's  instructions  has  been  forwarded  to 
your  Excellency ,f  and  I  now  have  the  honour  to  conmiunicate 
to  your  Excellency  such  directions  as  are  necessary  to  enable 
you  to  regulate  and  support  Mr.  Mercer's  proceedings,  and  to 
carry  into  effect  such  of  the  measures  which  those  instructions 
describe,  as  may  depend  for  their  immediate  execution  on 
the  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  your  ExceUency's 
hand. 

Your  Excellency  will  observe,  that  although  Mr.  Mercer  is 
appointed  to  be  the  special  agent  to  the  Governor-General 
for  conducting  the  proposed  negotiations  with  the  Bundelah 
chiefs,  he  is  required  to  exercise  the  powers  with  which  he  is 
vested  under  the  immediate  control  and  superintendance  of 

•  See  p.  308  f  S«e  p.  224. 
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your  Excellency,  and  is  accordingly  directed  to  transmit  to 
your  Excellency  regular  information  of  his  proceedings,  and 
to  conform  to  such  instructions  as  your  Excellency  may  think 
proper  to  issue  to  him  for  the  regulation  of  bis  conduct 
in  carrying  into  effect  the  measures  entrusted  to  his  exe- 
cution. 

In  conformity  to  the  intimation  contained  in  the  13th  para- 
graph of  Mr.  Mercer's  instructions,  I  request  that  your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  prepared  to  support  the  arrangements'  which 
Mr.  Mercer  may  conclude  with  the  Bundelab  chiefs,  by  the 
■Plication  of  a  military  force  to  such  an  extent  as  your  Ex- 
cellency may  deem  sufficient,  and  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
service  may  enable  your  Excellency  to  detach  for  that  pur- 
pose. In  deciding  this  point,  your  Excellency  will  advert  to 
the  important  object  of  seciuing  the  principal  passes  into  the 
country  of  Berar,  from  the  contiguous  province  of  Boghil- 
eund. 

My  despatch  No.  2  of  the  37th  instant*  contains  my  senti- 
ments with  respect  to  the  importance  of  securing  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  principal  Rajpoot  chieitains,  and  of  concluding 
permanent  alliances  with  those  states.  I  have  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied  of  the  disposition  of  the  Rajahs  of  Jyenagur 
and  Jodepore  to  connect  themselves  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  emancipating  themselves  from  the 
oppressive  control  of  the  Mahrattas.  I  am  at  the  same  time 
aware  that  a  dread  of  M.  Perron's  resentment  may  deter 
those  chieftains  from  an  open  manifestation  of  that  dispo- 
ution,  until  the  operations  of  the  British  army  shall  have 
placed  them  I>eyond  the  reach  of  M.  Perron's  power.  The 
immediate  despatch  of  a  commissioner  to  those  chieftains  for 
the  purpose  of  negotiating  the  terms  of  the  proposed  engage- 
ments, might  induce  M.  Perron  to  adopt  such  measures  with 
respect  to  those  chieftains  as  might  prevent  their  co-operation 
with  the  British  forces.  Deeming  it,  however,  to  be  of  im- 
portance that  the  Rajahs  of  Jyenagur  and  Jodepore  should  be 
apprized  at  the  earliest  practicable  period  of  time,  of  the  dis- 
position of  the  British  Government  to  favour  their  supposed 
views,  I  have  addressed  letters  to  those  chieftains  offering  to 
their  acceptance  propositions  of  a  general  nature  intended  to 

•  See  p.  234. 
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secure  their  co-operation  in  the  approaching  contest,  and  to 
form  the  basis  of  a  future  defensive  alliance  between  those 
chieftains  and  the  British  GoTcrnnient,  and  I  have  requested 
them  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  duplicates  of  their  re- 
plies, in  order  that  your  Excellency  may  receive  the  earliest 
practicable  information  of  their  assent  to  the  proposed  terms, 
and  be  prepared  to  suggest  to  them  the  mode  in  which  their 
military  power  and  resources  may  be  most  advantageously 
employed  in  pnmioting  the  success  of  the  common  cause. 

Those  letters  have  already  been  transmitted  to  your  Excel- 
lency by  my  directions,  in  a  private  letter  lirom  the  Secretary 
to  Government  in  the  Secret  Department,  accompanied  by 
copies  of  them  for  your  Excellency's  information. 

If  the  Rajahs  of  Jyenagur  and  Jodepore  should  be  disposed 
to  afford  their  co-operation,  the  danger  of  a  premature  dis- 
closure of  their  intentions  will  probably  prevent  them  from 
immediately  despatching  their  agents  to  your  Excellency  for 
the  purpose  of  concerting  with  your  Excellency  the  plan  of 
co-operation. 

It  may  therefore  be  necessary,  that  after  being  apprized  of 
their  disposition  to  co-operate,  your  Excellency  should  com- 
municate your  sentiments  on  that  subject  to  those  chieftains 
in  writing.  The  mode  in  which  those  chieftains  shall  be  re- 
quired to  co-operate  with  the  British  forces  is  a  question  ex- 
clusively of  a  military  nature,  to  be  regulated  by  your  Excel- 
lency's discretion,  and  by  contingent  circumstances.  It  is 
unnecessary  at  the  present  moment  to  state  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  detail  of  the  defensive  engagements  which  I  am  de- 
sirous of  concluding  at  a  future  period  of  time  with  the  Ra- 
jahs of  Jyenagur  and  Jodepore. 

It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Mercer  will  arrive  at  your  Excel* 
lency's  camp  in  time  to  enable  you  to  avail  yourself  of  bis 
services  in  the  negotiations  which  your  Excellency  may  have 
occasion  to  conduct  with  those  chieftains. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  apprized  by  Mr.  Mercer  of  the  ud 
to  be  expected  from  the  power  or  influence^of  the  Ranah  of 
Gobud,  and  your  Excellency  will  be  prepared  to  regulate 
your  proceedings  vrith  regard  to  that  chief  and  the  Jauts 
according  to  the  information  which  you  may  receive  from  Mr. 
Mercer  on  that  subjecL 

Your  Excellency  will  be  apprized  by  the  ^tb  paragraph  of 
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mj  Histructions  to  Mr.  Mercer,  of  the  arrangement  which  I 
propose  to  condode  with  respect  to  the  Jageer  of  Zeeboo 
Niua  Begum,  ctHnmoidy  called  Sumroo's  Begnm.*  The  dis- 
position of  the  Begnm  to  place  herself  under  the  protection 
of  the  British  GoTermneDt  is  distinctly  declared  in  two  letters 
which  I  have  lately  recuved  from  her. 

I  hare  stated  in  my  instructions  to  Mr.  Mercer  that  the 
local  situation  of  the  Begum's  Jaggeer  renders  it  desiraUe 
that  in  any  engagement  concluded  with  her  on  the  part  of  the 
British  GoTemment,  sQch  ccMtditions  should  be  inserted  as 
may  &cilitate  the  introduction  of  the  British  regulations  into 
the  Jaggeer  and  I  request  that  your  Excellency's  negotiations 
with  the  Begum  may  be  directed  to  the  accomplishment  of 
this  object.  It  may  not,  perhaps,  he  expedient  directly  to 
propose  to  her  this  arrangement,  until  the  British  power  shall 
have  been  established  in  the  adjacent  territories  of  the  Dooab. 
Bnt  in  that  case,  the  engagements  to  be  concluded  with  the 
Begum  should  be  snch  as  to  form  a  basis  for  the  future  ac- 
complishment of  the  proposed  arrangement.  Your  Excel- 
lency, however,  will  be  guided  in  the  determination  q(  this 
point,  by  tbe  information  which  you  may  acquire  of  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  Begum  to  acquiesce  in  tbe  extent  of  my  views 
with  relation  to  her  Jaggeer.  It  is  my  wish  to  commute  her 
Jiggeer  for  a  suitable  stipend,  the  extent  of  which  most  be 
regulated  by  the  profits  which  she  actually  derives  from  her 
territorial  possessions,  and  by  the  importance  of  the  services 
which  the  British  Government  may  derive  from  the  exertiMi 
of  her  aid  and  influence. 

As  an  immediate  proof  of  her  disposition  to  connect  her 
interests  with  those  of  the  British  Government,  and  as  the 
condition  of  her  being  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  its  protec- 
tion, she  should  be  required  to  recal  her  battalions  now  serv- 
ing in  the  army  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scmdiah,  and  to  employ  what- 
ever influence  she  may  possess  over  the  Zemindars  and  chief- 
tains in  the  Dooab,  to  induce  them  to  place  themselves  under 
the  authority  of  the  British  Government,  and  to  employ  their 
resources  in  assisting  the  operations  of  the  British  arms. 

With  a  view,  however,  to  expedite  the  proposed  arrange- 

•  Widow  of  B  Frenchman  namecl  Sombre,  formerly  in  tlie  service  of 
tbe  NawMib  CoMim  Alii  Khaun,  Nawaiib  of  Bengal. 
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ment  with  the  Begum,  I  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  traiift* 
mit  a  dupUcate  of  my  letter  to  her  to  the  Resident  at  Luck- 
Dow,  directing  him  to  deliver  it  for  transmisaion  to  the  Begum's 
Vakeel  stationed  at  that  city,  and  if  he  ahould  have  reason  to 
suppose  that  Vakeel  to  be  in  the  confidence  of  the  Begum, 
to  communicate  to  htm  generally  the  disposition  of  the  British 
Government  to  afford  its  protection  to  the  Begum,  to  require 
him  to  suggest  to  her  the  immediate  despatch  of  orders  of  re- 
call to  her  battalions  serving  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  and 
to  propose  his  proceeding  to  the  camp  of  your  Excellency  for 
the  purpose  of  eventually  becoming  the  channel  of  negotiation 
between  your  Excellency  and  the  Begum. 

Although  I  have  vested  Mr.  Mercer  with  authority  to  aid 
your  Excellency  in  the  conduct  of  all  or  any  of  the  foregoing 
arrangements,  it  is  not  my  wish  that  such  negotiations  as  ap- 
pear to  be  of  an  urgent  nature  should  be  postponed  until  Mr. 
Mercer's  progress  in  the  negotiations  to  which  his  attention 
has  been  immediately  directed,  may  enable  your  Excellency 
to  avail  yourself  of  his  services  in  other  branches  of  general 
political  arrangement 

In  conformity  to  the  intimation  contained  in  the  dOtb  para- 
graph of  Mr.  Mercer's  instructions,  I  request  that  your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  pleased,  if  necessary,  to  authorize  one  or  more 
of  the  military  officers  under  your  command,  who  may  be 
epared  from  military  duty,  and  who  may  possess  the  necessary 
qualifications,  to  aid  Mr,  Mercer  in  carrying  into  effect  such 
of  the  political  arrangements  prescribed  by  my  instructions, 
as  may  remain  unaccomplished  when  Mr.  Mercer's  negotia- 
tions in  Bundelcund  and  its  vicinity  shall  enable  him  to  attend 
your  Excellency  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wellesley, 
Examined, 
W.  B.  Datlby,'  AMiBtuit. 


*  WUIiaiD  DDtterivorth  BavIct,  E*q.  wm  recentljr  Acting  Oovemor- 
Oeaeral  of  Indis,  and  is  now  one  of  the  Directon  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany.—£rf. 
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(Secret.) 

Sir,  Fort  WiUiMn.  30th  Jnly  1803. 

I.  Yonr  Excellency  has  been  apprized  by  my  official  des- 
patch No.  S,  dated  the  37th  instant,  of  my  general  views  and 
intentions  with  respect  to  the  campaign  against  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiab  in  the  north-west  nf  India.  I  now  consider  it  to  be 
expedient  to  state  to  your  Excellency  my  directiona  with 
respect  to  the  adoption  of  such  measures  after  you  shall  have 
passed  the  frontier  of  the  Company's  provinces,  as  may  be 
calculated  to  facilitate  the  success  of  the  British  arms,  to 
conciliate  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  to 
enable  your  Excellency  to  secure  supplies  for  the  army  in 
the  field. 

%  When  your  Excellency  shall  have  passed  the  frontier 
of  the  Company's  dominions  you  will  issue  a  proclamation  in 
your  own  name,  promising  protection  to  the  persons  and 
properties  of  all  such  inhabitants  of  the  country,  as  shall  on 
just  and  reasonable  terms  assist  the  army  by  supplies  of  cat- 
tle, grain,  forage,  or  provisions  of  any  description,  and  fur- 
ther assuring  the  inhabitants  in  general,  that  no  persons 
shall  be  molested  excepting  such  as  shall  appear  in  arms  or 
shall  impede  the  operations  of  the  army  by  the  removal  of 
those  supplies,  which  may  be  useful  to  its  progress  or  sub- 
sistence. Your  Excellency  will  also  employ  every  means  to 
conciliate  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries  through  which  you 
shall  pass,  as  well  by  the  orderly  and  regular  conduct  of  the 
army,  as  by  the  publication,  from  time  to  time,  of  such  assu- 
rances as  may  be  adapted  to  the  occasion. 

3.  I  enclose  to  your  Excellency,  for  reference,  copies  of 
the  proclamation  issued  by  Lieutenant-General  Harris  on 
entering  Mysore,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  1799,* 
and  of  the  procdamation  issued  by  the  Commissioners  subse- 
quently lo  the  fall  of  Seringapatam,  for  the  settlement  of  the 
conquered  territory. 


'  See  VoL  I.  p.  498. 
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4.  It  is  extremely  important  to  use  the  most  effectual  pre- 
cautions for  the  prevention  of  plunder  of  every  description, 
and  for  compelling  every  officer  and  soldier  to  pay  regularly 
for  all  such  artides,  as  shall  be  fiimished  by  the  inhabitantt 
during  the  march  of  the  army. 

5.  It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  tributaries,  principal  offi- 
cers, or  other  subjects  of  Dowlut  Rao  Sdndiah  exclusively 
of  those  described  in  ny  general  instructions  to  your  Excel- 
lency, and  in  my  instructioaa  to  Mr.  Mercer,  may  be  inclined 
to  place  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  Company. 
The  war  in  which  we  are  involved  by  the  a^presuon  of 
Scindiab,  renders  it  both  just  and  expedient,  that  we  should 
avail  ourselveB  as  much  as  posEible,  of  the  discontents  and 
disa^ction  of  his  subjects  or  officers,  and  I  accordingly 
desire,  that  in  all  cases  where  overtures  of  this  nature  may 
be  made  to  your  Excellency,  which  may  not  admit  of  refer- 
«aee  to  me,  you  will  be  pleased  to  decide  on  the  degree  and 
nature  of  the  encouragement,  proper  to  be  given  to  the  pet- 
sons  by  whom  they  may  be  made. 

6.  I  also  authorize  your  Excellency  to  give  to  aU  tributaries 
or  others  renoundng  their  allegiance  to  Scindiab,  and  acting 
sincerely  in  our  favour,  the  most  positive  assurances  of  efiec- 
tual  protection  in  the  name  of  the  Company.  Your  Excel- 
lency will  observe  that  this  authority  must  be  exercised  with 
reference  to  my  eeparate  instructions  regarding  the  extent  of 
territory,  which  it  is  at  present  in  my  contemplation  to  sub- 
ject to  the  general  regulations  established  in  the  British  pos- 
sessions, and  you  will  be  pleased  to  remark  that  the  limits  of 
of  that  territory  are  described  by  the  Jumna,  including  its 
western  and  southern  bank,  and  the  mountains  of  Kumaon 
to  the  north  and  the  whole  of  Bundetcund.  Within  these 
limits  you  may  engage  to  secure  to  the  inhabitants  the  advan- 
tages of  British  subjects. 

7.  The  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Dooab  now  sulgect 
to  the  auth<Mrity  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiab,  or  of  M.  Perron, 
»ait  be  apprized  of  the  general  security  to  persons  and  pro- 
perty, Afforded  by  the  system  of  administration  introduced 
by  the  British  Government  into  the  ceded  provinces,  and  it 
is  probable  that  many  of  them  will  manifest  a  ready  disposi- 
tion to  accept  the  protection  of  the  Company. 

8.  In  that  event  your  Excellency  may  find  it  practicable. 
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88  the  army  under  your  command  shall  advance  into  the 
enemy's  country,  and  after  the  destruction  of  the  authority 
of  M.  Perron  to  effect  a  settlement  of  the  revenues  of  the 
conquered  country,  for  a  term  of  one  year,  with  the  personjii 
who  may  be  in  actual  possession.  The  success  of  this  mea- 
sure would  afford  an  acceptable  resource  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  war  to  a  successfiil  termination,  and,  if  the  settlement 
were  made  (m  moderate  terms,  it  might  attach  to  our  cause  a 
body  of  men,  who  would  not  only  possess  the  means  of  afford- 
ing essential  assistance  in  the  provision  of  supplies,  but  who 
would  likewise  oppose  a  formidable  barrier  agunst  any  incur- 
sions into  our  own  territories,  or  into  the  reserved  domuiions 
of  his  Exl»llency  the  Nabob  Vizier. 

9.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  prescribe  the  terms  on  which 
such  a  settlement  of  the  revenues  as  is  here  proposed  ought 
to  be  concluded ;  these  must  necessarily  be  left  to  your  Ex- 
cellency's discretion.  I  think  it  proper  however  to  observe, 
that  the  revenue  to  be  assessed  should  be  bo  moderate  in  its 
amount,  as  to  conciliate  the  parties,  with  whom  any  engage- 
ments may  be  contracted  towards  the  British  Government. 

10.  In  the  conduct  of  this  branch  of  the  public  service, 
your  Excellency  will  obtain  material  assistance  Irom  the 
experience,  zeal  and  talents  of  Mr.  G.  Mercer,  who  was  em- 
ployed under  the  orders  of  the  Lieut^iant-Govemor  in  the 
settlement  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  territory  ceded  by 
the  Vizier.    Mr.  Mercer  will  join  the  army  immediately. 

U.  Your  Excellency  has  received  my  authority  to  resort 
to  the  assistance  of  any  of  the  <uvil  servants  of  the  Company, 
employed  in  the  the  Upper  Provinces  whenever  you  may 
require  it,  and  I  propose  to  direct  others  properly  qualified 
for  that  service  to  proceed  to  the  army  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  the  aid  of  their  talents,  and  luiowledge  in  the  exe- 
cution of  your  arrangements  for  a  temporary  settlement  of  the 
country. 

12.  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  with  this  despatch  seve- 
ral copies  of  a  proclamadon*  issued  by  me  in  council,  conb- 
maoding  all  the  civil  servants  and  military  officers  subject  to 
the  authority  of  this  Preudency,  to  pay  immediate  and  prompt 

■  Thii  prtKilamstion  bears  date  SOth  July,  1803,  and  is  taOy  abstracted 
in  the  paragraph  i^ve  given  (No.  ]2.} 
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obedience  to  all  such  requisitions  or  orders  as  they  m^ 
receive  from  your  Excellency,  whether  for  the  provision  and 
transportation  of  supplies  and  stores  for  the  Dse  of  the  army^ 
or  for  any  other  purpose  whatever.  Your  Excellency  will 
be  pleased  to  circulate  this  proclamation  whenever  the  public 
interests  shall  appear  in  your  judgment  to  require  it,  and  you 
will  desire  Mr.  Seton  and  Mr.  Neave  at  Benares,  to  transmit 
it  to  the  civil  officers  in  their  respective  divisions. 

13.  Your  Excellency  will  observe  from  my  general  instruc- 
tions, that  it  is  my  ultimate  intention  to  extend  the  regulationi 
of  the  British  Government  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
country,  bounded  by  the  rivers  Ganges  and  Jumna,  and  by 
the   mountains   of   Kumaon.      A  part   of  this   territory  is 

^  possessed  by  a  race  of  inhabitants  known  by  the  designation 
'^f  Goojurs,  who  are  understood  to  be  adverse  to  the  autho- 
rity of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiab,  and  to  have  frequenUy  been 
engaged  in  hostilities  with  that  chieftain  in  the  vicinity  of 
Sahaninpore. 

14.  Your  Excellency's  prudence  willdictate  the  expediency 
of  employing  the  most  efficacious  measures  for  the  purpose  of 
conciliating  the  Goojurs,  and  of  inducing  them  to  unite  with 
the  British  Government  for  the  overthrow  of  Scindiah's 
power  in  the  Dooab.  An  amicable  arrangement  may  here- 
after be  concluded  with  the  Goojurs,  for  the  regulation  of 
the  conditions  on  which  their  possessions  shall  be  held  subject 
to  the  paramount  authority  of  the  Honourable  Company. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wellbslbt. 


No.  LVI. 

nt  MitrqMu  Ifeiittleg  l»  LieuL-GmenU  Sivart. 
(Secret.) 
Sir,  Port  WiUiun,  30tb  July,  1803. 

1.  I  have  received  from  the  right  honourable  Lord  Clive, 
copies  of  your  Excellency's  letter  to  bis  Lordship,  under  date 
the  27th  of  June,  and  of  bis  Lordship's  reply,  containing  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  considerations,  which  have  induced 
your  Excellency  and  bis  Lordship  to  concur  in  the  expedi- 
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ency  of  placing  the  army  under  your  Excellency's  immediate 
command,  in  a  position  to  the  southward  of  the  Tungbuddrs, 
calculated  to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  British  posses- 
sions  in  that  quarter,  against  the  dangers  to  he  apprehended 
from  the  renewal  of  war  between  great  Britain  and  France. 

S.  Your  Excellency  and  his  Lordship  have  justly  founded 
your  dehberations,  with  respect  to  the  expediency  of  that 
measure,  on  a  comparison  between  the  danger,  to  which  the 
British  possessions  may  be  immediately  exposed  by  the 
absence  of  a  protecting  army,  and  the  effect  which  the  retreat 
of  the  army  from  the  station  of  Moodgul  may  be  expected  to 
produce  on  the  state  of  our  affairs  in  the  western  side  of 
India,  and  the  estimate  which  your  Excellency  has  formed  of 
the  comparative  hazard  of  either  alternative,  founded  on  the 
information  at  that  time  in  your  Excellency's  possession  jus- 
tified the  measure,  which  your  Excellency,  in  concurrence 
with  the  opinion  of  I^rd  Clive,  resolved  to  adopt. 

S.  The  importance  however,  which  I  have  uniformly  at^ 
tached  to  the  continuance  of  the  army  under  your  Excellency's 
command,  in  a  position  favourable  to  our  eventual  military 
operations  in  the  west  of  India,  and  the  opinion  which  I  enter- 
tained of  the  degree  of  danger  to  the  security  of  our  southern 
possessions  under  the  circumstances  of  an  impending  war 
with  France,  and  of  the  arrival  of  a  French  force  at  Pondi- 
cherry,  would  probably  have  induced  me  to  direct  that  the 
army  should  not  retreat,  if  the  question  could  have  been 
previously  referred  to  my  decision. 

4r.  The  advices,  which  I  have  lately  received  of  the  state 
of  aflurs  in  the  west  of  India,  are  of  a  nature  to  augment  the 
importance  of  maintmning  the  advanced  position  of  your 
Excellency's  army,  and  the  departure  of  the  French  squa- 
dron from  the  coast  of  Coromandel  has  suspended  the  danger, 
which  induced  your  Excellency  and  Lord  Clive  to  adopt  the 
measure  of  withdrawing  that  army  from  ita  position  at  Mood- 
gul, and  has  afforded  time  for  supplying  in  a  great  degree, 
the  absence  of  the  troops  under  your  Excellency's  immediate 
command. 

5.  The  complete  establbhment  of  the  operation  of  the 
treaty  of  Bassein  will,  in  my  judgment,  oppose  the  most 
effectual  barrier  to  the  designs  of  France  against  the  British 
possessions  in  India,  any  arrangement  therefore  calculated  to 
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secure  and  accelerate  the  attainment  of  that  important  object, 
should  aupersede  every  other  conaideration,  excepting  that 
(^providing  for  the  safety  of  our  poBse0ai(HU  against  imme- 
diate and  inevitable  danger. 

6.  For  these  reasona  it  is  my  decided  opinion,  that  the 
general  interests  of  the  public  service  will  be  moat  effectually 
promoted  by  the  return  of  your  Excellency's  army  to  the 
poution,  which  it  lately  occupied  for  the  purpme  of  control- 
Ung  the  confederated  chieftains  of  the  Mahratta  state,  and 
of  maintuning  the  fiutli  of  the  southern  Jaggeerdars  (scxne 
of  whom  have  been  tempted  by  the  suspense  of  our  military 
operations  to  intrigue  with  the  confederates)  and  of  being 
prepared  to  support  the  operations  of  the  British  forces 
under  the  comnuind  of  the  honourable  Msjor-General  WeU 
lesley.  I  accordingly  request,  that  unless  your  Exc^ency 
shoidd  be  in  possession  of  intelligence,  of  a  nature  to  render 
indispensably  necessary,  the  near  approach  of  your  Excel- 
lency's army  to  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  for  the 
safety  of  that  presidency,  or  of  our  southern  possessioDS, 
your  Excellency  will  return  with  the  army  under  your  com- 
mand, to  the  station  which  it  lately  occupied  at  Moodgul,  or 
to  a  station  commanding  similar  advantages,  with  regard  to 
the  operations  of  Major-General  Wellesley,  to  the  state  of 
afiairs  at  Poonah  and  Hyderabad,  and  to  the  disposition  and 
conduct  of  the  southern  Jaggeerdars. 

7.  A  copy  of  this  despatch  will  be  transmitted  to  the  right 
honourable  Lord  Clive  for  hia  Lordship's  information. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Welleslbt. 


No.  LVII. 

Dmalut  Rao  Satuliah  to  the  Marqueu  tFeUetUg.* 

R«vei?ed  Julj  Slit,  1803. 
I  have  received  your  Lordship's  friendly  letter  notifying 
the  conclusion  of  new  engagements  between  his  Highness  the 

*  A  letter  of  similar  >n>rds  and  tenor  waa  received  on  the  Mme  day 
by  the  Marqueu  Wdlealey  from  Aa^ojee  BhoosU,  the  Rajah  of  Berer. 
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Peishwa  and  the  English  Company  at  Bassein,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  treaty ;  and  I  hare  been  ftilly  apprized  of  every 
word  of  its  contents,  which  have  also  been  fully  communicated 
to  me  by  Colonel  Collins. 

Whereas  the  engagements  subsisting  between  the  Peishwa 
and  me  are  such,  that  the  adjustment  of  all  afiairs  and  of  the 
concerns  of  his  state  tmA  government,  should  be  arranged  and 
completed  with  my  advice  and  participation,  by  the  favour  of 
God  I  through  a  regard  to  ^at  is  above  stated,  the  degrees 
of  mutual  concord  have  so  increased,  that  to  this  time  no  in- 
terruption or  derangement  of  them  has  occurred  on  either 
side.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  engagements  which  have 
lately  been  concluded  between  that  quarter  (British  Govern- 
ment) and  the  Peishwa  have  only  now  been  commuiucated  { 
and  on  the  part  of  the  Peishwa,  to  this  time  of  writing, 
notkmg.  Therefore,  it  has  now  been  determined  with  RajA 
Ragojee  Bhoosla,  in  presence  of  Colonel  Collins,  that  confi- 
dential persons  on  my  part  and  the  Rajah's,  be  despatched  to 
the  Peishwa,  for  the  purpose  of  asoertatning  the  tnrcumstances 
of  the  (said)  engagements.  At  the  same  tinw  no  intention 
whatever  is  entertained  on  my  part  to  subvert  the  stipulations 
of  the  treaty  consisting  of  nineteen  articles,  which  has  been 
concluded  at  Bassein,  between  the  BriciBh  Government  and 
tbe  Peishwa,  on  condition  that  there  be  no  design  whatever 
oa  the  part  of  the  English  Company  and  the  Peishwa  to  sub- 
vert tbe  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  which,  since  a  long  period 
of  time,  has  been  concluded  between  the  Peishwa's  Sircar, 
me,  and  the  said  Riyah  and  the  Mahratta  chiefs. 

Further  particulars  will  be  communicated  by  the  letters  of 
Colonel  Collins.  Let  tbe  receipt  of  friendly  letters  continue 
to  be  the  means  of  gratification  to  me. 

A  true  iraasbtion. 

N.  B.  Edmonbtoki. 
Perrian  Sec.  to  Qorernment. 


Digitized  by  Google 


SSS  THE  MARQUESS  WeLLEaLBY  TO  Aug. 

No.  LVIU. 

The  Marquest  /Telletley  to  Lard  Cattlereagh. 

My  dear  Lord,  Fort  \\^]iuD,  August  1st,  1803. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Lordship's  despatches  noted  in  the  margin  (14th  February, 
1803.) 

I  return  your  Lordship  many  thanks  for  the  intelligence 
communicated  in  this  despatch  relative  to  the  movementa  of 
the  French  armaments. 

Your  I/ordahip  will  be  apprized  by  my  despatches  to  the 
Secret  Committee  of  the  considerationB  arising  from  the  state 
of  Mahratta  afifairs,  which  have  compelled  tne  to  increase 
the  military  charges  of  the  last  and  of  the  present  year. 

The  official  returns  which  must  have  reached  England  of 
the  deficient  state  of  his  Miyesty'a  and  the  Honourable  Com- 
pany's European  force,  especially  the  Company's  artillery, 
>  win  also  have  attracted  your  Lordship's  attention,  together 
with  the  suggestions  contained  in  my  despatch  of  the  SOth  of 
April,  1803. 

That  passage  of  your  Lordship's  letter  which  states  that 
"  the  Company's  dominions  are  in  a  great  degree  grown  out 
of  the  reach  of  danger  from  the  nadve  powers,"  induces  me 
to  apprehend  that  the  condition  of  the  military  establish- 
ments of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  under  the  command  of 
Monsieur  Perron,  and  of  his  French  oflScers,  may  not  have 
obtained  sufficient  consideration  in  England. 

The  condition  of  that  military  force,  connected  with  the 
probability  of  a  renewal  of  war  with  France,  constitutes  a 
serious  object  of  danger,  and  will  require  the  most  vigilant 
observation,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  depending 
discussions  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 

Your  Lordship,  however,  may  entertain,  under  every  pro- 
bable contingency,  a  confident  expectation  of  a  continued 
improvement  in  the  state  of  our  finance. 

With  respect  to  the  supply  of  silver,  I  need  not  remark  to 
your  Lordship  that  India  has  not  received  the  expected  aid ; 
the  prime  cost  of  the  commercial  investment  of  Bengal  and 
Oude,  however,  in  the  approaching  season,  will  amount  to 
the  extraordinary  sum  of  one  crore  and  eight  lacs  of  rupees 
(1,08,00,000.) 
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The  documentB  transmitted  by  Mr.  Wellesley  will  enable 
your  Lordehip  to  decide  the  policy  and  justice  of  the  treaty 
concluded  with  the  Vizier  in  NoTerober,  1801, 

Your  Lordehip  must  be  apprized  that  I  can  feel  no  other 
solicitude  on  this  question  than  that  which  arises  from  my 
regard  for  the  public  interests. 

The  documents  which  hare  been  already  transmitted  to 
England  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Carnatic  appear  to  me 
to  be  so  ample,  that  I  have  determined  to  request  that  the 
decision  of  tlie  question  may  be  rested  upon  those  materials. 

I  trust  entirely  to  your  Lordship's  judgment  to  take  the 
most  correct  view  of  that  measure.  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
nature  of  the  advantage  expected  to  be  derived  by  the 
Nabob's  creditors  from  cootrasting  my  letter  of  the  S6th  of 
March,  1800,  with  the  subsequent  grounds  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  Carnatic.  Mr.  Henry  Wellesley,  Mr.  Cowper, 
Lteut.-Colonel  Kirkpatrick,  and  Mr.  Cockbum,  can  afford 
your  Lordship  ftill  information  with  respect  to  the  motives 
which  induced  me  to  furnish  Lord  Clive  with  the  view  of  my 
Bentiments  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  26th  of  March,  1800. 

I  derive  great  satisfaction  from  the  postscript  of  your 
Lordship's  letter,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  aSairs  of 
Oude  will  be  decided  by  your  Lordship's  judgment. 

Your  Lordship  will  be  apprized  by  my  despatch  to  Lord 
Hobart,  noted  in  the  margin  (19th  March,  1803,)  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  attended  General  Decaen's  arrival  at  Pon- 
dicherry. 

I  have  employed  every  possible  effort  to  secure  the  Portu- 
guese settlements  from  any  attempt  of  the  French.  The 
most  effectual  defence,  however,  of  these  settlements  must 
depend  upon  the  distribution  of  his  Majesty's  squadron  in 
the  Indian  Seas,  it  is  therefore  difficult  for  me  in  the  present 
limited  condition  of  my  authority  to  provide  for  the  security 
of  those  possessions  in  a  manner  entirely  satisfactory  to  my 
wishes. 

Your  Lordship  will  also  remark  that  the  garrisons  to  be 
provided  for  the  Portuguese  settlements  must  constitute  an 
addition  to  the  military  charges  in  India. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
M'ellesley. 
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The  Marqaeu  fTelletley  to  the  Right  ffonourable  Lord  WiUiam  BenHnet. 
Mr  Lord,  Fort  Williim,  Ist  Aujriut,  1803. 

This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  yoor  Lordship  by  Lieut- 
Colonel  Hoghton,  an  officer  belonging  to  my  family,  in  wbose 
talents,  integrity,  and  honour,  I  place  the  moat  implidt  con- 
fidence. I  have  directed  Lieut-Colonel  Hoghton  to  attend 
your  Lordship  at  Fort  St  Qeorge  for  the  purpose  of  ofiering 
my  congratulations  to  you  upon  your  arrival  at  that  Presi- 
dency, together  with  the  assurance  of  my  sincere  diaposilioa 
to  afford  your  Lordship  my  most  cordial  assistance  and  sup- 
port in  the  discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  of  the  difficult 
and  important  trust  committed  to  your  hands. 

Lieut-Colonel  Hoghton  is  authorized  by  me  to  communi- 
cate to  your  Lordship  without  reserve  on  every  point  of 
detaO,  which  may  appear  to  merit  your  attention;  and  is 
also  charged  by  me  with  several  communications  of  the  most 
confidential  nature  for  your  Lordship's  information  and 
service. 

It  vrill  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  have  the  honour  of  a 
letter  from  your  Lordship  as  soon  as  you  shall  have  con- 
versed with  Lieut-Colonel  Hoghton.  My  satis&ction  would 
have  been  perfect,  if  I  could  have  been  enabled  to  have 
the  advantage  of  a  personal  interview  witli  your  Lordship, 
previously  to  the  commencement  of  your  administraticMi. 
Your  Lordship  will,  however,  undertake  your  great  charge 
with  the  most  firm  confidence  in  my  zealous  co-operation,  and 
in  my  disposition  to  consider  the  prosperity  and  honour  of 
the  government  subject  to  your  immediate  authority,  as  inse- 
parably connected  with  the  efficiency  of  the  power  of  the 
Supreme  Government,  with  the  general  interests  of  this  vast 
empire,  and  with  the  stability  of  the  Briliah  influence,  and 
the  glory  of  the  British  name  in  India. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  respect,  my  Lord, 
"Sour  Lordship's 
most  faithful  servant, 

Welleslev. 
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7%e  Goeernor^GMerat  in  eouttei!  to  the  HonmmAie  the  Secret  Commltee 
of  the  Court  <^  Direelort. 

Honourable  Sirs,  FonVTiDiMu,  UtAugust,  1803. 

The  GoTemor^eneral  haa  had  the  honour  of  commimica- 
ting  to  your  honourable  Committee,  in  bis  several  despatches 
of  the  24th  of  December,  180S, «  10th  of  Febniarjr.f  19th  of 
April,|  and  SOtb  of  June,  1808,$  the  progress  of  transactions 
in  the  Mahratta  empire,  and  of  stating  to  jour  honourable 
Committee  the  measures  which  bis  Excellency  deemed  it 
necessary  to  pursue  for  the  security  and  improvement  of  the 
British  interests,  as  connected  with  that  empire,  and  his 
general  sentiments  with  respect  to  the  actual  state  of  a^rs 
at  those  several  periods  of  time. 

The  Qovemor-General  in  council  now  deems  it  proper  to 
con^Due  the  narrative  of  events  from  the  date  of  the  Gover- 
nor-General's latest  communication  to  your  honourable  Com- 
mittee, a  duplicate  of  which  accompamea  this  despatch 
overland. 

At  a  conference  between  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  and  the 
Resident  at  the  court  of  that  chieftain,  holden  on  the  28th  of 
May,  the  Resident  communicated  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah 
the  representations  which  he  was  instructed  to  make  in  con- 
formity to  the  notes  of  instruction,  of  which  a  copy  formed  an 
enclosure  in  the  Governor-General's  address  to  your  honour- 
able Committee  of  the  30th  of  Jnne.|| 

The  Resident  began  the  conference  by  imparting  to  Dow- 
lut Rao  Scindiah  the  whole  of  the  treaty  of  Baaaein,  of  which 
he  also  delivered  a  copy  to  that  chieftain,  agreeably  to  the 
directions  of  the  Govemor^eneral.  After  some  discussion 
with  regard  to  particular  parts  of  that  treaty,  the  Resident 
called  on  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  declare  whether  it  appeared 
to  him  to  contain  any  stipulations  injurious  to  his  just  rights. 
In  reply  to  which,  that  chieftain  candidly  acknowledged  that 
it  contained  no  such  stipulations.    The  Resident  dien  ad- 

*  See  p.  3.  t  See  p.  49.  \  See  p.  72.  $  See  p.  142. 

II  See  initruL-tioni  to  tbe  Resident,  30th  May,  1803,  p.  106. 
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verted  to  the  reported  confederacy  between  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah,  the  Rajah  of  Berar  and  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar,  and 
to  the  actual  approach  of  tlie  Rajah  of  Berar,  for  the  purpose 
of  meeting  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  and  in  conformity  to  the 
Govemor^General'a  inBtructionB,  required  that  chieftain  to 
state  the  nature  of  the  late  negotiations  between  those  Mah- 
ratta  chiefs,  and  to  disavow  any  intentions  of  confederating 
with  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  with  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar,  for 
the  purpose  of  obstructing  the  completion  of  the  arrange- 
ments established  by  the  treaty  of  Bassein. 

The  Resident  enforced  these  demands  by  every  argument 
which  the  nature  of  the  case  suggested,  and  by  the  declara- 
tion, which  he  was  instructed  to  make,  of  the  determined 
resolution  of  the  British  Government  to  resist  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  any  state  or  power  to  obstruct  the  complete  exe- 
cution of  the  treaty  of  Baasein,  and  the  B«8ident  apprized 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  that  in  the  event  of  his  refusing  to 
afford  the  just  and  reasonable  explanations  and  assurances 
which  the  Resident  has  demanded,  and  of  bis  continuing  to 
prosecute  military  operations  in  opposition  to  the  Resident's 
remonstrances,  the  Britbh  Government  would  be  compelled 
to  adopt  measures  of  precaution  on  every  boundary  of  that 
chieftain's  dominions.  The  Resident  added,  agreeably  to  the 
Governor-General's  instructions,  that  certain  intelligence  of 
the  accession  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  any  confederacy 
against  the  British  power  would  produce  immediate  hostility 
on  all  parts  of  bis  frontier. 

These  representations  however,  failed  to  produce  the  de- 
sired effect ;  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  repeatedly  declared  to  the 
Resident,  that  he  could  not  afford  the  satisfaction  demanded 
until  a  meeting  should  have  taken  place  between  that  chief- 
tain and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  whose  arrival  was  expected  iq 
the  course  of  a  few  days,  and  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  closed 
the  discussion  by  stating  to  the  Resident,  that  immediately 
after  his  interview  with  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  the  Resident 
should  be  informed  "  whether  it  would  be  peace  or  war." 

This  unprovoked  menace  of  hostility,  and  the  insult  offered 
to  the  British  Government  by  a  reference  of  the  .question  of 
"  peace  or  war,"  to  the  result  of  a  conference  with  the  R^ah 
of  Berar,  who,  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  army,  had 
reached  the  vicinity  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah's  camp,  together 


Digitized  by  Google 


1808.  THE  SECRET  COUMITTEE.  it'i7 

with  the  indic8ti«i  whieh  it  afforded  of  a  dispoaiUon  on  the 
part  of  Aose  oUeftaina  to  prosecute  the  supposed  objects  of 
thar  ctmfederacy,  rendered  it  the  doty  of  the  British  Ooveni> 
ment  to  adopt  without  delay,  the  most  effectual  measures  for 
the  vmdtcation  of  its  dignity,  and  for  the  security  of  its  rights 
and  interests,  and  those  of  its  allies,  against  «ny  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  confederates,  to  injure  or  invade  them. 

The  Gh>Temor4jreneral  aocordingly  issued  private  instruc- 
tiims  to  bis  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chi^  at  Cawnporei 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  assembling  the  aiwy 
mthe  north-west  frontier  of  the  Company's  possessitms,  and 
the  Governor-General  at  the  same  time  directed  his  attention 
to  the  fomiation  of  a  plan  of  operations  for  the  British  army 
in  that  quarter,  uid  to  the  accomplishment  of  a  system  of 
poKtical  arrangement  with  the  neighbouring  states  and  chief- 
tains, calculated  to  diminish  the  power  and  resources  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  facilitate  the  success  of  the  British  arms  in 
tfaeermt  of  our  bdng  compelled  to  proceed  to  measures  of 
hostility  against  the  power  and  possessions  of  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah. 

The  course  of  measiuns  whic^  the  Governor-General 
deemed  it  advisable  to  adopt  for  those  purposes,  is  described 
In  the  enclosed  paper  of  notes,  which  was  transmitted  to  the 
Commazider-in''Chifif  for  his  immediate  infiMrmatioD  and 
guidance.* 

Adverting  to  the  actual  state  of  afiairs  in  the  western  side 
of  bidia,  and  to  the  doubtful  nature  of  the  derigns  of  Dow- 
lut Rao  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  it  appeared  to  the 
Governor-Gcheral  to  be  indispensably  necessary  that  a  tem- 
porary authority  sliould  be  oonslatuted  at  the  least  possible 
distance  from  the  scene  of  eventual  negotiation  or  hostilittesi 
with  fiiU  powers  to  c<mdlude  upon  the  spot  whatever  urange- 
ments  might  become  necessary,  either  for  the  final  settlement 
of  peace,  or  for  the  active  prosecution  of  war.  The  Gover- 
nor-General considered  that  in  such  a  crisis,  various  questions 
might  arise,  of  which  the  predse  tenor  could  not  be  foreseen, 
and  which  might  demand  a  prompt  decision.  That  the  issue 
of  these  questions  might  involve  the  result  of  war  or  peace, 
and  in  either  alternative,  the  delay  of  reference  to  the  Gover- 

•  See  p.  245. 
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nor-Oeneral'a  authority  might  endanger  the  seasonable  des- 
patch, and  the  ultimate  prosperity  of  the  public  service. 

That  the  success  of  the  military  operations  placed  under  the 
direction  of  the  honourable  Major-General  Wellesley,  might 
depend  on  the  timely  decision  of  various  political  questions 
which  might  occur  with  relation  to  the  interests  and  views  of 
the  several  Mahratta  chiefs  and  Jageerdara  and  of  the^ 
Highnesses  the  Peishwa  and  Nizam,  and  that  on  the  other 
hand  the  issue  of  every  political  arrangement  then  under 
negotiation  with  the  powers  of  Hindostan  or  the  Deccan, 
must  be  inseparably  blended  with  the  movements  of  Uie  army 
under  the  command  of  Major-General  Wellesley. 

The  Governor-General  therefore,  deemed  it  necessary 
during  that  crisis,  to  unite  the  general  control  of  all  political 
and  military  afifairs  in  Hindostan  and  the  Deccan,  connected 
with  the  depending  negotiation,  and  with  the  movement  of 
the  army,  under  a  distinct  local  authority,  subject  to  the  Go> 
vemor-General  in  council ;  and  the  Governor-General  was 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  those  powers  could  not  he  placed 
with  advantage  in  any  other  hands  than  those  of  the  general 
officer  commanding  the  troops  destined  to  restore  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  Deccan ;  and  the  approved  ability,  zeal,  tem- 
per, activity,  and  judgment,  of  the  honourable  Major-General 
Wellesley,  combined  with  his  extensive  local  experience,  bis 
established  influence  and  high  reputation  among  the  Mah- 
ratta chiefs  and  states,  and  Major-General  Wellesley's  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  Governor-General's  views  and  senti- 
ments concerning  the  British  interests  in  the  Mahratta  empire^ 
determined  the  Governor-General  to  vest  those  important  and 
arduous  powers  in  that  officer's  hands.  The  same  powers 
were  also  vested  in  Lieutenant-General  Stuart,  in  the  event  of 
his  assuming  the  immediate  command  of  the  forces  in  the 
Deccan. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  now  proceeds  to  state 
the  progress  of  the  negotiations  and  transactions  on  Afi 
western  side  of  India. 

Although  the  answer  which  Dowlut  Rao  Sdndiah  returned 
to  the  just  and  reasonable  demands  of  the  Resident,  on  the 
38th  of  May,  would  have  justified  the  Resident  in  imme- 
diately quitting  the  camp  of  that  chieftain,  the  Resident  in 
conformity  to  the  desire  expressed  by  the  Governor-Greneral 
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to  employ  every  practical  endeavour  to  effect  a  pacific  accom- 
modation of  subsietuig  differences,  properly  resolved  to 
postpone  his  departure  until  a  meeting  should  hdve  taken 
place  between  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  the  Rajah  of  Berar  arrived  within  one 
inarch  of  Scindiah's  camp,  and  was  met  by  the  latter  chieftain 
on  the  following  morning.  On  the  5th  the  Resident  des- 
patched his  native  Secretary  with  a  complimentary  message 
to  the  Riyah  of  Berar,  who  received  him  with  distingubhed 
attention.  The  Rajah  of  Berar  expressed  with  apparent  sin- 
cerity, his  solicitude  to  maintain  the  relations  of  friendship 
which  had  so  long  subsisted  between  the  British  Government 
and  the  state  of  Berar,  and  informed  the  Resident's  emissary 
that  he  had  received  the  Governor-General's  letter  of  the 
13th  of  May,*  and  that  he  should  speedily  return  a  reply. 

The  two  chieftains  having  held  a  private  conference  on  the 
8th,  the  Resident  despatched  a  message  to  Dowlut  Rao  Son- 
diah,  on  the  following  day,  intimating  that  the  intended  inter- 
view between  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar, 
having  taken  place,  it  was  incumbent  on  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah 
to  return  an  immediate  and  explicit  answer  to  the  demands, 
which  the  Resident  had  stated  on  the  ^th  of  May.  To  this 
message,  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  returned  an  evasive  reply. 
The  Resident  being  of  opinion,  that  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah 
systematically  postponed  a  decisive  reply  with  a  view  to  gain 
time,  and  being  aware  of  the  necessity  of  bringing  the  ques- 
tion of  peace  or  war  to  an  immediate  decision,  addressed  a 
memorial  to  that  chieftain.  In  reply  to  this  memorial,  the 
Resident  received  a  verbal  message,  purporting  that  the 
required  explanation  should  be  afforded  in  the  course  of 
two  or  three  days.  On  receiving  this  message,  the  Resi- 
dent signified  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  that-  he  considered 
that  reply  to  be  final,  and  apprized  that  chieftain  of  his  in- 
tention to  quit  his  camp  without  further  delay.  On  the 
14th  the  Resident  received  a  reply  to  his  memorial,  contain- 
ing excuses  for  the  delay  of  a  specific  answer  on  the  subject 
of  the  question  depending,  and  soliciting  the  Resident  to 
postpone  his  departure. 

Dovlut  Rao  Scindiah  having  declared,  that  the  decision  of 
the  question  of  peace  or  war  rested  with  the  Rajah  of  Berar, 

•  See  p.  99. 

Digitized  by  Google 


£60  THE  aOVBRNOR'CEHEBAL  IV  COUNCIL  TO  Aug. 

and  the  latter  chieftain  being  equally  concerned  in  the  pr»- 
gress  and  issue  of  the  depending  negotiationa,  the  Resident 
deemed  it  expedient  to  communicate  with  that  chieftain,  in 
the  hope  that  the  Govemor-General's  letter  of  the  13th  of 
May,  might  have  induced  the  Rajali  of  Berar  to  manifest  a 
disposition  more  conformable  to  the  dictates  of  policy  and 
justice,  than  that  which  appeared  to  actuate  the  conduct  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Sdndiah.  The  Resident  accordingly  despatched 
bit  native  secretary  to  the  Rajah  of  Benir  with  instructions 
to  ascertain  whether  that  chieftain  had  prepared  any  reply  to 
the  Governor-General's  letter  of  the  13th  of  May,  and  to 
apprize  him  of  the  contents  of  the  memorial  which  the  Resi- 
dent had  addressed  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah.  This  message 
produced  no  other  result  than  a  contuination  of  the  same 
system  of  evasion,  and  delay,  which  the  Resident  bad  already 
experienced  from  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah.  The  Resident 
therefore  addressed  another  memorial  to  Scindiah,  respecting 
his  determination  to  quit  the  camp  on  a  spedfied  day.  The 
memorial  produced  a  correspondence  between  the  Resident 
and  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  which  terminated  in  a  resolution 
on  the  part  of  the  Resident  to  postpone  his  departure  for  a 
few  days,  in  the  expectation  whidi  he  was  induced  to  enter- 
tun  of  a  change  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  those  chieftains. 

It  is  impracticable  to  comprise  within  the  compass  of  a  des- 
patch overland  the  detaU  of  the  subsequent  negotiations  be- 
tween the  Resident  and  the  confederated  chieflaina  to  the 
date  of  our  latest  advices  from  the  Resident.  Tbote  detaSs 
will  be  coQununicated  to  your  honourable  Committee  by  a  tea 
conveyance.  The  particulars  already  stated  will  enable  yonr 
honourable  Committee  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  spirit  which 
has  actuated  those  chieftains  in  tiie  late  important  discus- 
aiona.  It  u  Bu£Scient  to  add,  that  altiiough  they  continued  to 
practise  the  same  artful  erauons,  the  Resident  was  induced, 
by  their  promises  and  persuasions,  to  protract  the  period  o( 
his  actual  departure  iron  the  camp  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah, 
with  a  view  to  afford  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the  anxiety  of 
the  British  Government  to  maintun  the  relations  of  amity  and 
peace  with  those  chieftains,  and  to  render  them  exclusively 
responsible  for  the  consequences  of  their  perseverance  in  a 
system  of  conduct  inconsistent  with  those  relations,  and  re- 
pugnant to  every  principle  of  justice  and  good  ffuth. 

From  the  documents  transmitted  to  your  honourable  Com- 
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mittee,  it  will  be  tnanifeBt  that  the  utmost  degree  of  mode- 
ration and  forbearance  has  been  practised  by  the  British 
GoTernment  consistently  with  the  due  support  of  its  dignity, 
and  with  a  just  regard  to  its  acknowledged  rights  and  essen- 
tial interests. 

Those  chieftains  having  distinctly  acknowledged  that  the 
treaty  of  Basscin  contains  no  stipulations  injurious  to  their 
rights,  and  their  continuance  with  their  united  armies  In  the 
Deccan  being  manifestly  unnecessary  for  any  purposes  con- 
nected with  their  security,  or  with  the  interests  of  their  res- 
pective states,  no  reasonable  cause  exists  for  their  refusal  to 
afford  the  proofs  which  the  Govemor-CSeneral  has  required  of 
the  sinceri^  of  tbeir  amicable  professions.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  continuance  of  their  armies  in  their  present 
menacing  position,  combined  with  the  equivocal  and  evasive 
tenor  of  tiieir  language  and  conduct,  justifies  the  most 
serious  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  their  professions,  and,  the 
GoTemoiv<zeneral  in  council  would  consider  it  to  be  a  vio- 
lation of  bis  public  duty  to  accept  as  su£Bcient  security  for  the 
safety  of  the  dominions  of  our  ally  the  Nizam,  the  pacific  de- 
clarations conttuned  in  the  letters  from  those  chieftains,  while 
those  chieftuns  remained  on  the  frontier  of  the  Nisam's  do> 
mimons  vrith  a  formidable  military  force,  and  absolutely  re- 
fused to  return  to  tbeir  respective  dominions.  The  Governor- 
General  in  council,  therefore,  deems  it  indispensably  necessary 
to  prosecute  the  political  and  military  arrangements  which 
have  been  adopted  with  a  view  to  the  event  of  a  war  between 
the  British  Government  and  its  allies,  and  the  confederated 
Mahratta  chieftains. 

Your  honourable  Committee  is  apprized  of  the  grounds  on 
which  the  Ciovemor-General  founded  his  reasonable  expec- 
tation of  the  pacific  accomplishment  of  the  arrangements  con- 
doded  between  the  British  Government  and  the  Peishwa. 
Every  argument  dedncible  from  the  just  and  amicable  nature 
of  those  arrangements,  from  the  equitable  and  moderate  course 
of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  British  Government  towards 
the  Mahratta  states,  and  from  the  relative  power  and  re- 
sources of  the  British  Government,  and  the  ccmfederated 
chiefUbis  in  the  actual  situation  of  tbar  respective  forces, 
&vour  that  expectation.  If,  under  the  peculiar  disadvantages 
with  which  those  chieftains  must  now  undertake  a  contest 
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with  the  British  power,  they  should  continue  to  withhold  the 
proofs  which  the  Governor-General  has  demanded  of  their 
padfic  intentions,  it  must  he  obvious  to  your  honourable  Com- 
mittee that  any  delay  in  the  prosecution  of  offensive  opera- 
tions against  the  power  and  possessions  of  those  chieftains 
would  hazard  the  security  of  the  British  interests  by  enabling 
those  chieftains  to  pursue  their  hostile  designs  at  a  future 
period  of  time  under  circumstances  more  favourable  to  their 


The  Governor-General  in  council  confidently  expects  that 
under  the  powers  vested  in  the  honourable  Major-General 
Wellesley,  that  officer  will  have  required  the  Resident  with 
Dowlut  Rfto  Scindiah  to  quit  that  chieftain's  camp  within  a 
specified  period  of  days,  unless  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of 
Berar  shall  previously  separate  their  forces,  and  conunence 
their  return  to  their  respective  territories. 

By  the  latest  accounts  the  united  armies  of  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  occupied  a  position  within  a 
few  days'  march  of  the  pass  of  Adjuntee,  one  of  the  principal 
passes  on  the  western  frontier  of  hie  Highness  the  Nizam's 
dominions.  The  subsidiary  force  under  the  command  of 
Lieut.-Colonel  Stevenson,  together  with  his  Highness  the 
Nizam's  contingent,  was  encamped  at  a  short  distance  Irom 
Aurungahad. 

The  honourable  Major-General  Wellesley  marched  from 
Poonah  with  the  main  body  of  the  forces  under  his  command 
on  the  ^th  of  June,  and  by  the  latest  advices  was  encamped 
within  a  few  marches  of  Ahmednuggur,  a  strong  fort  belong- 
ing to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  at  the  distance  of  about  eighty 
miles  from  Poonah.  The  army  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Wellesley  is  accompanied  by  an  inconsiderable  por- 
tion of  the  contingent  of  troops  which  the  Peishwa  is  required 
to  furnish  by  the  treaty  of  Bassein.  There  is  no  reason,  how- 
ever, to  ascribe  this  deficiency  to  any  want  of  inclination  on 
the  part  of  his  Highness  to  adhere  to  the  faith  of  his  engage- 
ments vrith  the  British  Government. 

By  the  latest  advices,  Jeswunt  Rao  Holtar  occupied  a  po- 
sition with  the  main  body  of  his  army  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Taptee  river.  The  endeavours  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scmdia  and 
the  Rajah  of  Berar  to  induce  that  chieftain  to  join  them,  ap- 
pear to  have  been  unsuccessful.    It  is  not  probable  that  Jes- 


Digitized  by  Google 


1803.  THE  8BCRET  COHHITTBB.  263 

wunt  Rao  Holkar  will  ever  be  induced  by  any  oonceBsions 
cordially  to  connect  his  interests  with  those  of  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiab. 

The  Governor-General  has  great  satisfaction  in  assuring 
your  honourable  Commitl«e  that  in  the  event  of  hostilities 
betveen  the  British  Government  and  the  confederated  chief- 
tuns,  we  shall  enter  upon  the  contest  under  every  circum- 
stance of  advantage  arising  from  the  season  of  the  year,  from 
the  superiority  of  our  troops,  and  from  the  relative  position 
of  the  British  forces. 

The  character  of  Major-General  Wellesley,  the  extent  of 
our  force,  and  the  approved  valour,  steadiness,  and  discipline 
of  our  troops,  afford  a  prospect  of  the  speedy  and  complete 
success  of  our  arms  on  the  western  side  of  India,  if  the  con- 
duct of  the  Mahratta  states  should  ultimately  compel  us  to  re- 
sort to  hostility. 

The  extent  and  e£Bciency  of  the  British  forces  on  the  north- 
western quarter  of  the  Company's  dominions  under  the  com- 
mand of  his  Excellency  the  commander-in-cbief,  and  his  Ex- 
cellency's approved  skill,  activity,  perseverance  and  prudence 
constitute  a  just  foundation  of  confidence  in  the  success  of 
our  military  operations  against  the  possessions  of  Dowlut  Itao 
Scindiah  in  that  quarter  of  Hindostan. 

The  Governor-General  is  employed  in  framing  the  necessitry 
arrangements  for  the  occupation  of  the  province  of  Cuttack 
in  the  event  of  hostilities,  and  tlie  Governor-General  in  coun- 
cil entertains  no  doubt  of  the  speedy  success  of  the  expedition 
which  will  be  directed  to  that  quarter  in  the  event  of  hostili- 
ties between  the  British  Government  and  tlie  confederated 
Mahratta  chieftains. 

Tlie  necessary  measures  have  been  adopted  for  defending 
the  whole  line  of  frontier  from  Allahabad  to  Midnapoor  from 
the  incursions  of  predatory  bodies  of  the  enemy's  troops. 

No  events  liave  occurred  at  Poonah  of  a  nature  to  produce 
any  change  in  the  sentiments  which  the  Governor-General 
has  had  the  honour  to  state  to  your  honourable  Committee 
with  respect  to  the  stability  and  the  benefits  of  the  alliance 
concluded  between  the  British  Government  and  the  Peishwa. 

The  accounts  which  the  Governor-General  in  council  has 
received  of  the  state  of  his  Highness  the  Nizam's  health,  lead 
to  an  apprehension  of  that  prince's  immediate  decease.    Mea- 
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Bures  have  long  since  been  adopted  for  securing  to  his  Higlw 
nesB's  eldest  son,  Mirza  Secunder  Jab,  tbe  succesflion  to  the 
Soobahdarry  of  the  Deccan  on  tbe  decease  of  bis  father,  and 
tbe  Govemor-Greneral  in  council  has  no  reason  to  apprehend 
that  tbe  decease  of  bis  Highness  tbe  Nizam  wiU  occaaion  ai^ 
commotion  at  Hyderabad,  or  in  any  degree  operate  prejudid- 
ally  to  the  political  interests  of  tbe  British  Goreriunent  in 

We  have  tbe  honour  to  be, 
Htmourahle  Sirs, 
your  most  obedient  and  fiuthfiil  servants, 
Wellbsley, 


G.  H.  Baelow, 
G.  Udmy. 


Exunined, 
t.  Bayley,  Atsistsnt. 


Tie  JUargueu  Welleikg  to  LievL-Generai  Lake. 

(Secret  and  Official,  No.  8.) 
Sia,  Fort  WUUuD,  Aug.  2,  1803, 

1.  Your  Excellency  has  anticipated  my  opinion  with  res- 
pect to  the  expediency  of  endeavouring  to  obtain  the  co-ope- 
ration of  tbe  principal  chiefs  of  the  tribe  of  Seiks>  in  the  ap- 
preaching  contest  with  tbe  Mahratta  power. 

3.  Tbe  object  of  this  despatch  is  to  conummicate  to 
your  Excellency  my  sentiments  and  instructions  upon  that 
subject. 

S.  The  chiefs  from  whose  influence  or  exertions  tbe  great- 
est benefit  is  to  be  derived,  are  the  B^jah  of  Putteeala,  and 
those  petty  chieftains  who  occupy  the  territory  betweenPuttee- 
ala  and  the  Jiunna.  I  understand,  however,  that  R^jah 
Runjeet  Sing  tbe  Rtyah  of  Lahore,  is  considered  to  be  th9 
principal  among  the  chiefs  of  the  tribe  of  Seiks,  and  to  pos- 
sess considerable  influence  over  ihe  whole  body  of  the  S«iV 
cbie&. 
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4.  In  tbe  year  1800  the  Resident  iritfa  Dovtut  Rao  Scin- 
diah,  by  my  direction,  despatched  a  oonfideatial  agent  to  the 
principal  chieft,  for  the  purpose  of  persuading  them  to  unite 
in  opposing  the  apprehended  invasion  of  Zstuaun  Shah  and 
of  nmciliating  them  to  the  interests  of  the  Britiah  Gorem- 
ment, 

5.  Those  chieftains  manifested  a  disposition  highly  favour- 
able to  the  British  Gevemment,  until  the  receipt  of  letters 
from  M.  Perron,  who  succeeded  in  exciting  their  Buspicioost 
by  false  and  malignant  statements  of  the  views  and  intentions 
of  the  British  Government  with  respect  to  the  Sriks ;  and 
although  Rigah  Runjeet  Sing  subsequently  disavowed  fdl  be- 
lief of  M.  Perron's  statements,  and  both  that  chieftain  and 
the  Rajah  of  Putteeala  repeated  their  professions  of  idtach- 
ment  to  the  British  Government,  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  tbe  unfitvourable  impressionfi  produced  on  their  minds 
by  M.  Perron's  unsrepresentations  were  never  entirely 
effiwed.  Since  that  period  of  time  M.  Perron  has  indaatri- 
ously  cultivated  the  attachment  of  the  Seik  chieftains,  and  baa 
probably  oontinned  his  endeavours  to  preserve  in  th^  ndnda 
the  spirit  of  jealousy  and  mistrust  whi<^  he  had  excited 
against  Ae  British  Government. 

'<t.  Id  any  communications,  therefore,  which  your  Excel- 
lency may  convey  to  any  of  those  chieftains  under  the  instruc- 
tions ocmtained  -in  diis  despach,  it  will  be  proper  that  your 
Excellency  should  endeavour  to  remove  from  their  minds  any 
apprehessifm  of  a  design,  on  our  part,  to  interfere  in  the  con- 
cerns of  their  respective  states,  or  to  control  their  authority 
and  independence. 

7.  I  am  not  suflBciently  apprized  of  tbe  nwnee,  pottessions, 
and  relative  conditions  of  the  various  Seik  chieftains  occupy- 
ing the  territory  between  Putteeala  and  the  Jumna,  to  be  en- 
aUed  to  address  letters  to  all  of  them,  or  to  prescribe  the 
detail  of  your  Excellency's  proceedings  with  regard  to  them. 
Ytnir  Excellency  will  endeavour  to  acquire  the  requisite  infor- 
mation, and  you  will  regulate  your  oommunicBtitMis  with  those 
cfaiefUins  accordingly,  in  the  general  spirit  of  these  instruo- 
tions. 

8.  I  transmit  to  your  Excellency!  ^or  the  purpose  of  being 
forwarded,  at  such  time  and  in  such  maimer  as  may  appear  to 
your  Excellency  to  be  most  proper,  letters  to  those  among 
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the  Seik  chiefs  with  whom  the  agent  of  the  Resident  with 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindi&h  communicated. 

9.  YouF  Excellency  will  be  guided  h;  your  own  judgment 
and  discretion  in  conveying  your  communications  to  the  Seik 
chieftains  through  the  channel  of  a  native  agent,  despatched 
for  that  purpose,  or  in  writing. 

10.  Adverting  to  the  great  distance  of  Lahore  from  the 
scene  of  intended  operations,  the  only  support  to  he  expected 
from  Rajah  Runjeet  Sing,  is  the  exertion  of  his  in6uence  with 
the  other  Seik  chieftains,  to  induce  them  to  favour  the  cause 
of  the  British  Government. 

11.  With  the  limited  knowledge  which  I  possess  of  the 
relative  power  and  situation  of  the  Seik  chieftains,  I  am  un- 
able to  suggest  any  conciliatory  proposals  which  can  be  made 
to  those  among  them  who  are  independent  of  the  Mahratta 
power.  Their  opinion,  however,  of  the  probability  of  the 
success  of  the  British  anns  against  the  power  of  Scindiah, 
and  their  sense  of  the  expediency  of  cultivating  the  good  will 
of  the  British  Government,  when  the  authority  and  influence 
of  the  Mahrattas  shall  have  been  subverted  by  our  exertions 
in  the  north-west  of  Hindostan,  may  constitute  powerful  mo- 
tives with  all  the  Seik  chieftains,  to  promote  the  British 
interests,  or  at  least  to  retrain  from  any  opposition  to  our 
power. 

IS.  Such  of  those  chieftains  as  are  subject  to  the  control 
and  exactions  of  the  Mahratta  power,  may  perhaps  be  de- 
tached from  the  interests  of  that  nation  by  promises  of  pro- 
tection from  the  British  Government,  and  of  exemption  from 
the  payment  of  tribute  in  future. 

13.  By  a  paper  of  intelligence  received  from  the  Resident 
at  Lucknow,  it  appears  that  the  Rajah  of  Putteeala  is  pre- 
pared, in  consequence  of  a  requisition  from  M.  Perron,  to  des- 
patch an  escort  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  Gholaum  Mo- 
hummed  Khaun  to  M.  Perron's  camp.  Your  Excellency  vrill 
infer  from  this  circumstance  that  the  Rajah  of  Putteeala  is  in 
the  interest  of  the  Mahrattas,  and  from  all  the  information 
which  I  possess,  I  am  led  to  suppose  that  most  of  the  Seik 
chieftains  are  equally  under  the  influence  or  power  ofM. 
Perron. 

14.  If  your  Excellency  should  succeed  in  detaching  the 
Rajah  of  Putteeala  and  the  chieftains  who  occupy  the  tcrri- 
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tory  between  Putteeala  and  the  Jumna,  from  the  interests  of 
the  Mabrattas,  tbeir  serriceB  migbt  be  usefully  employed  in 
opposing  the  progress  of  Gbolaum  Mobummed  Khaun,  and 
in  endeavouring  to  obtain  possession  of  his  person. 

IJj.  If  it  should  appear  impracUcable  to  obtain  the  co-ope- 
ration of  those  chieftama,  it  would  still  be  an  object  of  impor- 
tance to  secure  their  neutrality. 

16.  In  your  communications  to  the  Seik  chieftains,  it  may 
be  proper  that  your  Excellency  should  suggest  to  their  con- 
sideration the  danger  to  which  they  will  hereafter  be  exposed 
by  any  opposition  to  the  interests  of  the  British  Government, 
and  the  advantages  which  they  may  derive  from  a  connection 
with  so  powerful  a  state. 

17.  On  these  general  principles  and  observations  your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  pleased  to  found  your  instructions  to  any 
agent  whom  you  may  think  proper  to  despatch,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  negotiating  a  connection  with  the  Seik  chieftains,  or 
the  communications  which  you  may  have  occasion  to  convey 
to  them  in  writing,  subject,  however,  to  such  variation  as  in 
your  Excellency's  judgment  may  appear  advisable. 

18.  It  is  poasible  that,  however  well  disposed  those  chief- 
tains may  be  towards  the  British  Government,  they  may  be 
deterred  from  openly  manifesting  that  disposition,  by  tiieir 
apprehension  of  M.  Perron's  resentment,  until  the  operations 
of  the  British  troops  shall  relieve  them  from  that  danger,  and 
a  premature  disclosure  of  our  intentions  with  respect  to  the 
Seik  chieftains  may  enable  M.  Perron  to  frustrate  the  object 
of  these  instructions.  This  consideration  may  require  the 
observance  of  secrecy  and  caution  in  your  Excellency's  com- 
munications with  those  chieftains. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
your  Excellency's  most  futhful  servant, 

Wellesley. 


C.  T.  MarcAi-rs,*  AuiiUnt. 


*  It  hu  been  stated  in  a  fonner  note  that  the  Asaistaot  nho  examiDed  the 
despatch  (W.  B.  Bayley,  Eiq.)  was  eubBeijuently  Acting  Governor-General 
of  India;  a  limilar  remark  occun  here:  the  Auiatant  who  exunined 
this  despudi  w  now  Sir  Charles  Tbeopbilus  Metcalfe,  Bart,  and  O.C.B.,re- 
caMj  Adaag  Governor-General  of  India,  and  by  the  date  of  the  latest  ad- 
vices CAug.  1836)  placed  at  the  head  of  the  new  n^ovemment  of  Agra  and 
«f  the  north- wcB tern  provinces.    These  gentlemen,  and  Mr.  Adam  (aUo 
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The  Manpitu  fFtUaUi/  to  lAeiH.-Colimel  OmpMl,  eommandiug  the 
Northern  Dieui»it  ^  the  Anag. 

Sir,  Fort  Williun,  Aupiit  3rd.  1803. 

1.  You  have  been  apprized  by  my  miUtary  Secretary  of 
my  general  views  and  intentions,  witb  respect  to  the  occupa- 
don  of  the  proTince  of  Cuttock. 

2.  You  have  been  informed  that  a  force  will  be  detached 
from  Bengal  to  act  under  your  command,  together  witb  the 
force  which  you  may  be  enable<l  to  collect  from  the  Northern 
Circars,  in  consequence  of  tbe  orders  signified  to  you  by  my 
military  Secretary.  The  force  from  Bengal  will  embark  in 
tbe  course  of  a  day  or  two,  and  I  have  directed  returns  of  it 
to  accompany  these  instructions. 

3.  You  were  directed  to  assemble  at  Ganjam  irom  tbe 
division  of  the  army  under  your  command,  a  force  of  not  less 

Avting  OoTCTDor-Genentl)  were  uaUtaot*  in  the  Qofenior-0«neraPa  office, 
(created  b;  tbe  Muqaett  Welleeley)  in  nhich  such  writers  u  hul  be«a 
dutiDf^ihed  in  tbe  College  of  Fort  mili&m,  were  employed.  The  foUow- 
infr  letter  from  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  to  the  Marquess  Welleelej  may  here 
be  ia«ert«d.— [£rf.] 

Sir  Charlt*  TheophUta  Meteaffe,  Bart.,  JcUng  Oovernor-Gtwral  6/  /mSs 
to  tht  Uarqutu  ^elMty. 

Camp,  Bnnlwaa,  Dec.  93,  1834. 
Ht  Lokd,— Few  thingH  in  life  have  gireu  me  greater  pleasure  than  tke 
receipt  of  yonr  LordsUp's  kind  letter  delifered  by  Lieut.  Campbell.  It  it 
now  within  a  few  days  of  thirty-four  years  since  I  had  the  honour  of  being 
presented  to  you.  You  were  ihto  OoTcmor-Oeneral  of  India,  and  I  ms  a 
boy  of  fifteen,  entering  on  my  career ;  I  shall  never  forget  the  kiodnesa 
with  which  you  treated  oie  from  first  to  last  duriuKyour  stay  ia  India  t  nor 
the  honour  and  happiness  whldh  I  enjoyed  in  being  for  a  considerable 
period  a  member  of  your  family.  So  much  depends  on  the  first  turn  given 
to  a  man's  course,  that  I  have  aright  to  attribute  all  of  good  that  luu  since 
happened  to  me,  to  the  countenance  and  favour  with  which  yon  distin- 
guished me  at  that  early  period.  My  public  principles  were  learned  in 
yonr  school,  pre-emiuently  the  school  of  honour,  zral,  pubBc  spirit,  awl 
patriodam ;  and  to  my  adherence  to  the  prindples  there  acquired  I  Teuton 
to  ascribe  all  the  succeu  that  baa  attended  me. 

Believe  me,  my  Lord, 
with  reverence,  gratitude,  and  attachment, 
sincerely  and  affectionately, 
your  Lordahip's  most  obedient  servanl, 

C.  T.  Mbtc4L«. 
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than  fifteen  hundred  native  infaDtr;,  end  to  increase  that 
force,  if  practicable,  consistently  with  the  tranquillity  of  the 
Northern  Circars. 

4.  With  the  force,  vhich  you  have  assembled  under  those 
orders,  and  with  the  detachment  trom  Bengal,  you  will  enter 
the  province  of  Cuttack  and  proceed  to  Jaggcmaut. 

5.  In  passing  the  ti-ontier  of  the  Mahratta  territory  you 
wilt  use  every  possible  means  to  conciliate  the  inhabitants, 
for  which  purpose  you  will  issue  the  proclamation,*  which 
accompanies  this  despatch.  You  will  also  promise  protection 
to  the  persons  and  property  of  all  those  who  shall  remain  in 
their  possessions,  and  shall  not  attempt  to  act  against  the 
British  authority ;  declaring  that  no  person  shall  be  molested 
ezceptiag  such  as  may  appear  in  arms. 

6.  The  situation  of  the  pilgrims  passing  to  and  from  Jag- 
gemaut  will  require  your  particular  attention,  you  will  be 
carefiil  to  afford  them  the  most  ample  protection,  and  to  treat 
them  with  every  mark  of  consideration  and  kindness. 

7.  Or  your  arrival  at  Jaggemaut,  you  will  employ  every 
possible  precaution  to  preserve  the  respect  due  to  the  Pagoda, 
and  to  the  reU^us  prejudices  of  the  Bramins  and  Pilgrims. 
You  will  fiimisb  the  Bramins  with  such  guards  as  shall  afibrd 
perfect  security  to  their  persons,  rites  and  ceremonials,  and 
to  the  sanctity  of  the  religious  edifices,  and  you  will  strictly 
enjoin  thoae  under  your  command  to  observe  your  orders  on 
this  important  subject,  vrith  the  utmost  degree  of  accuracy 
and  vigilance. 

8.  The  Bramins  are  supposed  to  derive  considerable  pn> 
fits  from  the  duties  levied  oo  pilgrims,  it  will  not,  therefore, 
be  advisable  at  the  present  moment  to  iotemtpt  the  system 
which  jH>evails  for  the  collection  of  those  duties.  Any  nea^ 
sures  calculated  to  iclleve  the  exactions  to  which  pilgrims  are 
subjected  by  the  rapadty  of  the  Bramins,  would  necessarily 
tend  to  exasperate  the  persons  whom  it  must  be  onr  object 
to  conciliate.  Yon  will,  tberttfore,  signify  to  the  Bramins 
that  it  is  not  yoar  intention  to  disturb  the  actual  system  of 
collections  at  the  Pagoda.  At  the  same  time  you  will  be 
carefiil  not  to  contract  with  the  Branuns  any  engagements 

■  Similai  lo  lb«  procUauttion  Ueaed  hj  Oensral  Harrii  when  enteriDg 
Mfsare,  Me  Vol.  I.  p.  498. 
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which  may  limit  the  power  of  the  Bridsh  Government  to 
make  such  arrangements  with  respect  to  that  Pagoda,  or  to 
introduce  such  a  reform  of  existing  abuses  and  vexationa  as 
may  hereafter  be  deemed  sdvisabte. 

9.  You  will  assure  the  Bramins  at  the  Pagoda  of  Jagge^ 
naut,  that  they  will  not  be  required  to  pay  any  other  revenue 
or  tribute  to  the  British  Government  than  that  which  they 
may  bave  been  in  the  habit  of  paying  to  the  Mahratta  Go- 
vernment, and  that  they  will  be  protected  in  the  exercise  of 
their  religious  duties. 

10.  In  every  transaction  relative  to  the  Pagoda  of  Jagger- 
naut,  you  will  consult  the  Civil  Commissioner,  whom  I  have 
named  for  the  settlement  of  the  province  uf  Cuttack. 

11.  You  will  understand  that  no  part  of  the  property, 
treasure,  or  valuable  articles  of  any  kind,  contained  in  the 
Pagoda  of  Jaggemaut,  or  in  any  religious  edifice,  or  pos- 
sessed by  any  of  the  Priests  and  Bramins,  or  persons  of  any 
description  attached  to  the  temples  or  religious  institutions 
is  to  be  considered  as  prize  to  the  army.  All  such  property 
must  be  respected  as  being  consecrated  to  religious  use, 
by  the  customs  or  prejudices  of  the  Hindoos.  No  account 
is  to  be  taken  of  any  such  property,  nor  is  any  person  to  be 
allowed  to  enter  the  pagodas  or  sacred  buildings  without  the 
express  desire  of  the  Bramins. 

12.  You  will  leave  a  sufficient  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Jag- 
gemaut, under  the  command  of  an  officer,  whom  you  will 
particularly  select,  and  in  whom  you  can  place  perfect  reli- 
ance, for  the  due  execution  of  the  directions  contained  in 
these  instructions. 

1 3.  You  will  then  proceed  to  the  town  and  fort  of  Cuttack, 
on  the  reduction  of  which  places,  the  same  precautions  are 
to  be  employed  for  the  prevention  of  plunder,  and  for  pre* 
serving  the  inhabitants  from  all  violence  and  oppression.  You 
will  employ  similar  precaudons  in  your  march  through  the 
country;  in  order  to  form  the  basis  of  rules  for  the  conduct 
of  your  army  during  its  progress,  my  military  Secretary  has 
been  directed  by  me  to  forward  a  memorandum,  to  which  I 
desire  to  point  your  special  attention. 

14.  You  will  endeavour  to  open  an  immediate  communica- 
tion with  Midnapore  and  Jelasore  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment. 
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15.  It  is  desirable  to  establish  posts  at  BalasorCi  and  from 
thence  to  Jelaeore,  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  the  line  of 
communication  with  Bengal. 

16.  You  will  afford  the  most  vigilant  and  effectual  protec- 
tion to  the  Dawk  Peons*  and  to  the  Dawk  ChokeyBi-f  and  you 
will  use  every  endeavour  to  secure  a  free  intercourse  between 
Calcutta  and  your  army,  and  also  with  Ganjam;  your  first 
object  should  be  to  secure  the  free  and  safe  passage  of  the 
Dawk-t 

17.  You  are  at  liberty  to  detain  the  ships  which  convey 
the  troops  to  Ganjam. 

18.  In  establishing  your  posts  at  Jaggemaut  and  Cuttack, 
you  will  use  the  necessary  precautions  to  secure  your  army 
against  any  surprize  from  the  side  of  Nagpore.  It  is  my 
intention,  as  soon  as  I  ehatl  learn  the  intelligence  of  your 
arrival  at  Cuttack,  to  detach  a  force  of  not  less  than  two 
hundred  Sepoys  by  sea  to  occupy  Balasore,  and  I  shall  also 
strengthen  the  post  of  Jelasore,  whence,  as  soon  as  the  sea- 
son shall  admit,  I  propose  to  direct  a  battalion  of  Sepoys  to 
advance  into  the  province  of  Cuttack,  and  to  join  your  army. 

19.  I  have  selected  Captain  Blunt,  of  the  Bengal  engineers, 
to  act  as  engineer  and  surveyor  on  the  present  service,  as  he 
has  surveyed  the  province  of  Cuttack,  and  possesses  much 
local  information.  I  refer  you  to  Captain  Blunt  for  detailed 
information  respecting  the  route  from  Ganjam  to  Cuttack; 
in  the  meanwhile  my  military  Secretary  is  directed  to  transmit 
to  you  a  map  of  the  road  according  to  the  best  and  most  re- 
cent authorities. 

SO.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  province  of  Cuttack  is  occupied  by  Chieftains  or 
Zemindars  who  have  been  enabled  by  the  weakness  of  the 
Mahratta  Government  to  render  themselves  independent  of 
the  Mahratta  power,  or  who  yield  to  it  a  partial  obedience. 
Considerable  tracts  of  country  contiguous  to  that  province 
are  also  possessed  by  chieftains,  who  acknowledge  no  supe- 
rior authority,  or  who  are  merely  tributary  to  the  Mahratta 
state.  I  deem  it  necessary  that  such  of  those  Chieftains  or 
Zemindars  as  are  subjects  of  the  Mahratta  Government,  and 
have  revolted,  should  be  required  to  acknowledge  subjection 

•  Leiter-carricrs.  f  P(»t-Dte^oi>°'  J  Post. 
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to  the  British  power.  Witli  other  chiefiuns  who  may  pos- 
sess the  means  of  embarraasing  your  progress,  it  may  be 
advisable  to  negotiate  engagemeota  on  terms  favourable  to 
tiieir  interests,  without  requiring  their  absolute  submission  to 
the  British  authority. 

21.  I  have  appointed  Mr.  J.  Melrill  to  be  Commissioner 
for  the  afiairs  of  Cuttack.  The  object  of  this  appointment 
is  to  provide  in  the  most  effectual  manner  for  the  speedy  set- 
tlement of  the  revenues  of  the  province  of  Cuttack,  and  to 
afibrd  you  the  ud  of  a  civil  officer  of  Government  in  con- 
ducting any  negotiations  with  the  officers  and  subjects  of  the 
GovernmeDt  of  Berar,  or  with  any  of  the  independent  chief- 
tains of  the  province  of  Cuttack. 

22.  I  have  furnished  Mr.  MelviU  with  special  instructions 
with  respect  to  the  settlement  of  the  revenues  of  the  country, 
and  I  direct  that  you  afford  him  every  assistance  which  he 
may  require  to  enable  him  to  carry  my  instructions  into  effect. 
I  have  also  vested  Mr.  MelviU  with  powers  to  conduct,  in 
concert  with  you,  any  negotiationa  of  the  nature  described  in 
the  SOth  paragraph  of  this  despatch. 

S3,  You  will  take  every  necessary  precaution  for  the  regu- 
lar supply  of  provisions  for  your  detachment,  and  you  are 
hereby  authorised  to  purchase  whatever  cattle  and  grun  you 
may  deem  necessary. 

24.  The  Collector  of  Gaiyam  will  be  authorized  to  make 
to  you  any  advances  of  money  oo  the  public  account  which 
may  be  required. 

25,  You  will  correspond  regularly  widi  my  mUitary  Secre- 
tary, or  with  the  Secretary  to  Government  in  the  Secret 
Department,  and  if  you  should  entertun  any  apprehenrion 
of  the  security  of  the  Dawk,  you  will  despatch  your  letters 
by  prop^  boats  to  Kedgeree,  or  to  the  nearest  port  in  Bengal. 

S6.  If  any  circumstance  should  require  your  return  to  your 
CODUnand  in  the  Northern  Circars,  you  will  be  particularly 
careflil  to  select  an  officer  properly  qualified  to  hold  the  cmn- 
mand  in  Cuttack  until  my  orders  can  be  received ;  and  you 
will  transmit  to  Fort  William  the  earliest  notificalion  of  your 
departure  and  of  the  appointment  of  the  officer  whom  you 
may  select  to  succeed  you  in  the  command  at  Cuttack. 
I  am,  &C. 

Wellesley. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  NAaqUESS  WBLLBtLBY. 


Tie  HoMura&le  Myor-Gener^  WelU$ley  to  the  Marqueu  fFelUtU]/. 

Mr  Lord,  Cunp  near  Walhee,  Auguat  6th,  1803. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  copies  of  a  letter  and  its  en- 
cloaure,  dated  the  1st  instant,  which  I  received  last  night 
firom  Colonel  Collins,  and  the  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the  3rd 
instant,  which  I  have  received  this  day.  I  likewise  enclose 
a  translation  of  the  letter  received  yesterday  from  the  Kajah 
of  Berar,  and  the  translation  of  one  which  I  have  written  this 
day  to  that  chief  and  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah.  The  letter 
from  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  is  written  in  the  same  terms  as 
that  received  from  the  Rajah  of  Berar. 

Colonel  Stevenson  has  already  got  orders  to  more  forward, 
and  T  have  received  a  letter  from  him,  by  which  I  learn  that 
he  proposes  to  march  from  Aurungahad  on  this  day.  I  have 
sent  orders  to  the  o£Scer  in  command  of  the  troops  in  the 
territories  of  Anund  Row  Guikwar  to  commence  his  opera- 
tions against  Baroach,  and  not  to  suffer  them  to  be  inter- 
rupted by  any  negotiations.  It  has  rained  violently  in  this 
part  of  the  country  for  the  last  three  days,  and  the  roads 
from  this  place  to  Ahmednuggur  are  at  present  impracticable ; 
but  if  the  weather  should  become  more  favourable  in  the 
course  of  the  evening  or  night,  and  the  roads  should  be 
tolerably  good  in  the  morning,  I  propose  to  move  to  that 
place. 

I  have  written  to  the  right  honourable  the  Governor  of  Fort 
St.  George,  to  suggest  that  the  o£Bcer  in  command  of  the 
troops  in  Ganjam  should  receive  orders,  if  possible  to  com- 
mence his  operations  agunst  Cuttack. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lord,  witii  the  greatest  respect, 
Your  Excellency's 
Most  obedient  and  faithful  humble  servant, 
ArThdr  VfstLmxT. 
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[1st.  Enclognre.] 
LieutfColoMl  Ccllint,  to  the  Honourable  Mqfor-General  Arthur  ffelletl^, 

eenmanding  the  Brituh  /inrcet  in  lie  territorie*  of  hi*  Highntt*  the 

Peiihwa,  and  of  the  Nabob  Nizam,  ^e. 
Sir,  Camp  near  Jul|irong,  litAo^iut,  1803. 

1.  I  little  then^t  that  I  ibonld  bave  the  bononr  of  addreuing  yon  agiin 
from  the  camp  of  Dowlut  Bao  Scindiah,  but  the  f  ery  heavy  and  incestaot 
raina  which  have  fBlleo  since  I  wrote  to  yon  on  the  SOth  ullimo,  reodered 
it  impotBible  for  me  to  proceed  on  my  journey. 

2.  About  four  o'doclc  yesterday  morniD^,  Captun  Lyons  whocominaDds 
my  escort,  came  to  my  tent  and  stated,  that  io  consequence  of  the  ^nvX 
quantity  of  rain  which  hitd  fitllen  since  elef«a  o'clock  the  preceding  night, 
the  roads  were  tMcome  unpasuble  for  guns. 

3.  On  the  30th  ultimo,  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  Dowlut  Rao  Sdndish 
sent  me  a  note,  a  copy  and  translate  of  which*  1  herewith  forward — at  the 
time  when  I  received  it  the  weather  had  cleared  up,  and  I  had  not  a  doubt 
of  being  able  to  march  on  the  following  morning ;  I  therefore  told  the 
penon  who  brought  Uie  note  &ain  the  Maharage,  that  I  woidd  reply  to  it 
tlie  next  day,  after  my  arrival  M  Toudapore,  to  which  place  my  Peish- 
khanehf  and  baggage  had  been  sent,  and  where  they  still  remun. 

4.  Having  however,  been  necessarily  detained  here  the  whole  of  yester- 
day, and  Rajah  Raghojee  Bhooslah  having  preferred  a  request  similar  to 
that  contuned  in  the  note  from  Dowlui  Rao  Scindiah,  I  conceived  it  might 
be  giving  those  chiefs  an  advantage  were  I  to  refuse  the  interview  which 
they  so  presiingly  solicited,  and  in  this  idea  1  returned  an  assenting 
answer. 

fi.  I  arrived  at  the  tent  of  the  Berar  Rajab  at  four  o'clock  yesterday 
afternoon,  but  not  without  considerable  difficulty  on  account  of  the  ex- 
treme heaviness  of  the  roads.  Captain  Paris  Bradsbaw,  and  Mirza  Ban- 
ker Khan  attended  me  on  this  occasion,  and  I  was  received  with  great 
politeness  as  well  by  Scindiah  as  by  Raghojee  Bhooslah,  in  the  fullest 
Durbar  that  I  have  yet  seen. 

6.  Although  our  conference  lasted  more  than  four  honrv ;  yet,  as  the 
arguments  on  the  part  of  the  Mahratta  minislers  centred  no  new  matter 
whatever,  and  as  my  replies  were  of  course  the  same  as  I  had  so  often 
given  at  our  former  interviews,  I  shall  net  trouble  yon  with  a  repetldan 
thereof,  but  proceed  to  state  the  propositions  that  were  made  to  me  by 
Dowlut  Rao  Sdodiah,  and  Raghojee  Bhooslah,  after  numberless  evasions 
and  much  disagreeable  altercatioD. 

1st.  Proportion.  That  the  united  forces  of  the  Maharage  and  the  Berar 
Rqjah,  should  retire  to  Borhanpoor,  and  that  the  honourable  General  Wel- 
lesley  should  withdraw  the  Company's  troops  to  their  usual  stations.  This 
proposition  I  rejected  as  altogether  inadmissible,  iuaamach  as  it  was  in 

*  Tliis  note  intimated  a  wish  from  Sdndiah,  that  Colonel  Collins  would 
repidr  to  hit  lent  and  hold  another  interview  with  him. — [Ed.] 
t  Advanced  tents. 
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opposition  both  to  the  letter  uid  spirit  of  foor  requisition,  wbich  de- 
manded that  Dotrtnt  Rao  Sciodiah  should  recross  the  Nurbaddnb,  Mid  the 
Benr  Rajah  return  to  Na^^or.  As  this  proposal  was  stronslf  contested 
on  their  part,  I  said,  at  lenf(tfa.  that  if  Raj^hojee  Bhooslah  would  repair  to 
his  own  capital,  and  Scindiah  to  Borhanpoor,  I  would  not,  in  snch  case, 
leave  the  ctuop  of  the  Maharage  until  I  received  your  farther  ingtructioos. 
But  thU  conceseion  did  not  sati^  those  chieftains  who  then  introduced  a 
second  propoution,  namely, 

2nd.  Proposition.  That  Ishould  fix  on  a  day  for  their  marching  beooe  with 
their  respective  forces,  and  at  the  same  time  pledfce  myself  that  the  honour- 
able General  Wellealey  should  withdraw  his  troopa  on  the  precise  day  that 
tiiey  moved  towards  their  nsnal  station*.  I  replied)  that  you  re4|iiiiwd,  in 
the  firet  instance,  the  removal  of  the  Mahitttla  armies  from  th^r  present 
menaring  pontion  on  the  fronder  of  our  ally  the  Nabob  Nizam,  and 
exdtttire  of  this  consideration,  I  observed,  that  as  the  political  and  mili- 
tary authorities  were  vested  in  the  honourable  Geoersl  Wellealey,  1  could 
not  be  responuble  for  the  execotioa  of  any  measure,  but  such  aa  the 
honourable  General  had  parti col&rized  in  bii  iastrnctions  to  me,  and  in  Ms 
letters  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scmdiata,  and  Rajah  Ragojee  Bhoo^lah.  This  remark 
produced  their  third  and  last  proposition,  and  from  which  they  positively 
declared  they  would  not  recede. 

3rd.  Proposition.  That  Scindiah  and  the  Bhooslah  would  propose  to 
the  honooittble  General  Wellealey,  by  letter,  that  he  should  specify  some 
particular  day  far  withdrawing  his  own  armies,  and  for  the  removal  of 
theira,  &om  their  present  position  on  the  Nixam's  fruotier,  and  that  on 
the  day  so  specified,  they  would  assuredly  commence  their  march.  These 
chieftuns  further  said,  that  they  would  also  request  of  the  honourable 
General  Wellesley,  in  the  same  letter,  to  name  the  time  when  the  forces 
under  his  command  might  be  expected  to  reach  their  nsual  stations,  and 
that  they  (Scindiah  and  the  Bhooslah)  would  so  regulate  their  marches 
as  to  arrive  at  their  usual  stations  precisely  at  the  same  period  of  time. 

7-  I  objected  tu  this  proposal,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  different  in 
ooe  particular  from  your  re<{uiaition,  which  demanded  in  the  first  instance, 
the  removal  of  the  Mahratta  armies  from  the  Nizam's  frontier.  But  as 
Scindiah's  ministers  declared,  that  unless  you  consented  to  this  propoution, 
their  prince  could  not  retire  without  an  indelible  stain  on  his  honour,  and 
as  tlie  servants  of  the  Berur  Ri^ah  muntuued  the  same  sentiments,  with 
.  great  firmness,  I  a(  last  agreed  to  refer  the  point  in  question  to  your 
consideration,  and  to  remain  with  the  Maharage  until  I  received  your 
determination  on  this  proposition,  provided  the  letters  to  your  address  were 
sent  to  me  for  transmisuon  before  noon,  on  the  following  day,  and  provided 
those  letters  were  expressed  conformably  with  the  terms  they  had  then 
proposed.  Here  the  conference  ended,  and  I  took  my  leave  aAer  the  usual 
compliments  of  otter  and  paun . 

8.  It  rained  during  the  whole  of  yesterday,  and  until  the  present  hour, 
which  is  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon ;  whatever  therefore,  may  be  the 
line  of  conduct  pursued  by  the  Mahratta  chieftams,  with  respect  to  the 
proposed  letters  to  your  addreu,  it  will  be  utterly  impracticable  fbr  me  to 
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proceed  lotrards  AuningabMl,  until  an  iuterral  of  fair  tTcatber,  as  well  on 
■ccwuDt  of  the  heavy  rottda  as  of  the  overflowing  of  a  nulla,*  about  midway 
between  this  and  Toudapoor. 

9.  t  have  just  received  a  letter  to  your  addrcsi  from  RAjah  Raghojee 
Bhooslah,  in  which  this  chief  proposes  to  retire  to  BurhaDpoor  mth  Dow- 
lut  Rao  Sciodiah,  instead  of  returning  to  Nagpoor,  conformably  to  the 
proposition  that  his  own  minister,  Sereedur  Funth,  first  brought  forward. 
I  am  too  much  accustomed  to  Mahratta  terinversaciona  to  be  surprized  at 
the  disinsenuoua  conduct  of  the  Berar  R^ah  on  the  present  occasion,  bat 
I  must  confess  that  I  feet  extremely  hurt  at  my  inabilitv  to  leave  tbe  camp 
of  the  IV1aharaf{e  this  very  day.  1  have  acknowledfred  the  rcceiptof  tbe 
Bhooslah's  khereetah.f  and  told  him  that  I  should  march  from  this 
place  tbe  instant  that  the  roads  were  passable. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  roost  obedient  humble  ierTaDt> 
J.  C01J.1N8,  Resident  O.  R.  S. 
[2nd.  Enclomre.] 
Thituhlhn  of  a  letter  frim  Jbv'ah  Ragojee  Bhooilak  to  the  ffonourtAle 

Miffor-Generai  IFeBetles,  reeehedthe  6tA  ofjfugial,  1803. 

[After  compliments]  1  have  received  your  letter  (here  the  contents  of  the 
honourable  M^or-General  Wellesley's  letter  are  recapitulated)  and  from 
the  Colonel's  verbal  commnnlcatione,  I  have  been  farther  assured  of  your 
friendship.  No  doobt  where  the  foundations  of  nniiy  and  amity  have  10 
long  subsisted  they  must  be  firm  and  solid,  and  there  can  be  no  apprehen- 
uon  or  suspirion  admitted  between  parties  so  connected.  By  the  blessiDff 
of  Ood,  both  armies  are  to  this  moment  on  tbeJr  own  terriloriea,  and  no 
aggression  or  excesses  have  been  committed  on  the  countries  of  his  High- 
ness the  Nizam ;  however,  to  satisfy  your  mind  and  to  dispel  your  alarms, 
it  has  been  resolved  upon  in  the  presence  of  Colonel  Collins,  that  die 
armies  now  encamped  here  shall  retire  toward  Burhanpore,  on  condition 
that  tbe  armies  now  assembled  here,  and  those  of  the  English  Govern- 
ment and  the  Nizam,  shall  commence  their  retreat  upon  the  same  date, 
and  each  of  the  armies  shall  arrive  at  their  usual  stations  on  a  date  pre- 
viously settled;  that  is,  that  the  army  of  the  English,  and  of  the  Nizam, 
now  encamped  near  Aarongabad,  the  army  of  the  English  encamped  near 
the  Kiatna,  and  you  also  with  your  army  shall  all  march  towards  thdr 
stations,  on  the  same  date  that  the  armies  move  from  this  encampment, 
and  on  the  same  date  that  all  the  different  armies  reach  their  respective 
stations  at  Madras,  Seringapatam,  and  Bombay,  Sciodiah  and  myself  will 
reach  Burhanpore.  In  this  manner  has  it  been  agreed  and  settled  in 
presence  of  Colonel  Collins,  and  I  have  written  it  for  your  information. 

It  was  written  in  your  letter  that  the  English  Oovemment,  and  the 
Peishwa  would  never  destroy  the  relations  and  engagements  that  have 
long  subsisted  between  the  Peishwa,  Sdndiah,  and  the  other  Sircars  of 
the  Mabraita  empire. 

•  Rivulet! 

t  Khereetah  is  the  bag  of  brocade  or  silk  In  which  the  letter  is  put,  and 
therefore  ii  often  used  in  the  sense  of  a  despatch  or  ktter. 
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Tliis  tnaraoce  hu  made  me  tnoit  happf  uid  tends  to  conGrm  fricDdship. 
Colonel  CoUini  will  utisfy  yoa  forther  upon  this  aabject.  Cootinne  to 
write  me  kcconnta  of  your  heaJlh. 

[The  letter  fromSdndiah  isverbstiin  the  sftmeu  tbufrom  Rnjah  Raxo- 
jee  Bhootl&h.} 
(A  true  copy.) 

R.  Barci^t, 
Dep.  Adj  -Geuend  in  Mysore. 

[Sd.  Encloture.] 

Diauiatton  of  a  letter  fiom  the  Honourable  M^or-Cetteral  ^elletlep,  to 

Dotolat  Rao  Seiiuiiah,  dated  6li  of  Auguit,  1803. 


meoce  hostilities  af^nst  you ;  but  you  threaleDed  to  commeDce  hustilities 
ejfunst  the  British  OoTemment,  and  its  allies ;  and  when  railed  upon  to 
explain  your  intentioDs,  you  declared  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  there 
would  be  peace  or  warj  and  in  conformity  with  ygnr  threats,  and  your 
declared  doubts,  you  assembled  a  larj^  army  in  a  station  coutiguous  to  the 
Nizam's  frontier. 

On  this  ground  I  called  upon  you  to  withdraw  that  army  to  its  usual 
stations,  if  your  sabsequeac  pacific  decUraiions  were  lincere  ;  but  instead 
of  complying  with  thia  reatonable  requiaition,  you  have  proposed  that  I 
should  withdraw  the  troops  wtuch  are  intended  to  defend  the  territories 
of  the  allies  against  your  designs,  and  that  you,  and  the  It^ah  of  Berar, 
should  be  sufiered  to  remain  with  your  troops  assembled  in  readinets  to 
take  adnntage  of  their  absence. 

This  proposition  a  unreasonable  and  inadmigiiible,  and  you  must  stand 
the  conaequencea  of  the  measures  which  I  find  myself  obliged  to  adopt,  in 
order  to  repel  your  aggreeaions. 

I  offered  you  peace  upon  terms  of  equality  and  honourable  to  alt  parties, 
yon  hare  chosen  war,  and  are  responsible  for  all  the  c«DBe«juences. 
(A  true  copy.) 

R.  BancLAr, 
Dep.  Aty.-tieneral  in  Myaore. 

[4th.  Enclosure.] 

Lieut^Colonel  Collint  to  Ike  Honourable  A/qfor-Generai  fFeUettey,  oom- 

ntmdittg'  the  Britith  forcee  in  th9  territoriei  of  hu  Highneu,  and  of  the 

Nabob  Nixatn,  Ifii. 
SiK,  Camp  near  Jnudapour,  August  3rd,  1803. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tetter  under  dale 
the  29th  ultimo,  and  to  apprize  you  of  my  having  left  the  camp  of  Dowint 
Rao  Scindiab. 

2.  In  my  conference  «rith  the  Maharage  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  on  the 
31st  ultimo,  when  I  otwerred  to  thoee  chieftains,  that  if  they  did  not 
instaotly  retire  from  the  frontier  of  the  Nabob  Nizam,  you  would  no  longer 
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delfty  taking  adnnuge  of  your  preaent  poaiUon,  Sereednr  Puntb,  without 
hesitatioD  replied,  thnt  sbonld  the  hooounble  Oeeersl  Welkslej  ccaameoce 
hoatilitieti,  or  order  the  Britigh  forces  to  advance  towards  the  A^imtee 
Ghaut,  in  either  of  these  events,  lUgbojee  Bhootlah,  and  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  would  consider  themselTeB  at  liberty  to  march  their  troops  ia 
whatever  direction  thi^j  mij^ht  think  proper. 

3.  Although  the  weather  began  to  clear  up  yesterday  at  noon,  and  no 
rain  fell  durinf^  the  night,  yet  I  fonnd  the  road  to  thia  place  exceedingly 
deep.  It  ia  now  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  my  escort  is  not  yet 
arrived  though  it  marched  at  balf-paat  four  this  morning.  I  purpose  as- 
cending the  Joudapour  Ghaut  to-morrow,  and  proceeding  a«  fu*  aa  the 
town  of  At^untee,  provided  the  gun  bullocks  are  in  a  condition  to  perform 
the  journey.  I  have  apprized  Colonel  Stevenson  that  I  should  this  day 
leave  the  camp  of  Dowlut  Rao  Sciodiah,  in  consequence  of  bis  refusal  to 
retire  from  his  present  position,  and  of  my  intention  to  prosecute  my 
march  to  Auningabad  with  all  practicable  expedition. 

4.  Last  night  I  received  the  enclosed  khereetah  to  your  address  from 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  but  I  believe  it  is  to  the  same  purport  as  that  which 
I  had  the  honour  to  forward  to  yon  on  the  1st  instant,  from  the  R^ah  of 
Berar.* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Vour  very  obedient  humble  swant, 
J.  Collins, 

Resident  D.  R.  S. 


7%«  Marqueu  Welietks  l9  LietU.'Oeneral  Lake. 

(Secret.) 

Sir,  Fort  William,  August  22od,  1603. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transnut  to  your  Excellency  a  copy 
of  a  letter,  which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Leyceeter,  the 
Collector  of  Moraudabad,  together  with  copies  and  transla- 
tions of  the  Persian  documents,  to  which  that  letter  refers.-f 

It  will  be  obvious  to  your  Excellency  that  the  public  ser- 
vice may  be  essentially  promoted  by  securing  the  attachment 
and  exertions  of  Bumboo  Khaun  in  the  present  crisis  of  our 
affairs,  I  have  therefore  addressed  a  letter  to  that  chieftain, 
signifying  my  disposition  to  accept  his  services,  and  to  extend 
to  faim  in  return  for  his  exertions,  the  protection  and  favour 

■  It  is  the  very  same,  word  for  word.— [i'd.] 
t  Si-e  p.  203. 
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of  the  British  Government.  That  letter  accompanies  this 
despatch,  together  with  copies  of  it,  for  your  Excellency's 
information. 

Your  Excellency  will  determine  the  mode  in  which  the 
influence  and  exertions  of  Bumboo  Khaun  may  be  most  ad- 
vantageously employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  service, 
and  in  transmitting  my  letter  to  that  chieftain,  your  Excel- 
lency will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  him  your  sentiments 
and  wishes  upon  that  subject. 

I  deem  it  to  be  proper,  however,  to  suggest  to  your  Excel- 
lency's consideration  the  expediency  of  encouraging  Bumboo 
Khaun  to  apprehend  and  to  deliver  the  person  of  Gholaum 
Mohummud  Khaun  into  the  hands  of  the  British  power,  or 
at  least  to  prevent  Gholaum  Mohummud  from  proceeding  with 
the  force  which  he  may  have  collected  either  for  the  purpose 
of  joining  the  army  under  General  Perron,  or  of  exciting 
disturbances  in  the  territories  of  the  Company  or  the  Nabob 
Vizier.  If  your  Excellency  should  be  of  opinion  that  the 
offer  of  a  pecuniary  reward  is  calculated  to  stimulate  the 
exertions  of  Bumboo  Khaun  for  the  accomplishment  of  either 
of  those  purposes,  your  Excellency  is  at  liberty  to  convey  to 
him  the  offer  of  such  a  reward  to  any  extent  which  your 
Excellency  may  deem  proper. 

Your  Excellency  will  probably  consider  it  to  be  most  ad- 
visable to  convey  your  communications  to  Bumboo  Khaun 
upon  this  subject  through  the  channel  of  a  confidential 
native  agent. 

The  concessions  to  be  offered  to  Bumboo  Khaun  must  ne- 
cessarily be  left  to  your  Excellency's  discretion,  regulated  by 
the  importance  of  the  services  which  that  chieftain  may  be 
enabled  to  render  to  the  British  Government,  and  by  the 
general  spirit  of  my  instructions  with  respect  to  the  system 
of  political  arrangements  to  be  eventually  concluded  with  the 
states  and  cbieftuns  on  the  north-western  frontier  of  the 
British  dominions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  &c. 

Welleslet. 
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[Bodoaure.] 
The  Marqueu  /fellette}/  to  Bumboo  Khaun. 

Written  ISthAnf^nit,  1803. 

Mr.  Leicester  hu  comiouiiiGated  to  me  the  letter  which  yon  Intel;  •<]■> 
drnsed  to  him,*  ezpreeung  your  deaire  to  reacir  the  conuectinn  whicb 
formerly  BubsUted  between  your  bmily  and  the  British  Goveramcnt,  kbA 
of  your  diBpoaitloD  to  manifest  yoitr  sttachmeot  to  the  Britiiih  interests, 
aod  transmitting  copies  of  letters  addressed  by  MaharaJBli  Donlut  lUo 
Scindiih  to  you  and  to  Ohoolaum  Mohummad  Khaun.  This  commnaic*- 
tion  has  afforded  me  the  highest  satisfaction.  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
expreMm^  to  you  the  dispositioa  of  the  British  OoTemment  to  conuder 
you  among  the  number  of  its  faithful  adherents  i  to  afford  yon  its  protefr 
tion,  and  to  promote  your  interests  in  proportion  to  the  proofs  wbicli  you 
shall  manifest  of  the  sincerity  of  your  attachment,  and  to  the  exertions 
which  yon  shall  employ  in  promoting  the  British  interests. 

This  letter  will  be  transmitted  to  you  by  his  Excellency  the  Commaiidar- 
in-Cliief  of  the  British  forces,  who  is  fully  apprized  of  your  late  communi- 
catioD.  His  Excellency  will  communicate  to  yon,  in  conformity  to  my 
directions,  the  manner  in  which  your  influence  and  exertions  may  most 
adrant^eonsly  be  employed  iu  the  service  of  the  British  OoTemment. 
Your  compliance  with  his  Excellency's  sug'gestlons  will  entitle  yon  to 
every  practicable  degree  of  foronr  and  protection  on  the  part  of  the  Britiib 
GoTemmeDt. 

For  further  partiL-ulars  I  refer  you  to  bis  Excelteacy,  who  is  empowered 
to  adjust  with  yon  all  pomts  connected  with  the  subject  of  this  letter. 

I  hare  directed  Mr.  Leycester  to  reply  l»  your  letter  with  expressions  of 
friendship  and  regard,  and  to  convey  to  you  a  particular  application,  yonr 
compliance  with  which  will  afford  an  additional  testimony  of  the  sincerity 
of  your  attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  British  OoTemment. 
A  Hue  Copy, 

J.  MONCKTON, 

Aaaislant  Persian  Secretary  to  Government. 


No.  LXV. 
7%e  Margufu  WeBttleg  to  Lieul.-GenertU  Lake. 
(Secret.) 
Sir,  Fort  WiUiam,  August  S4th,  1803. 

I  have  the  hoDour  to  encloBe  for  your  Excellency's  in- 
fonnation  copies  of  letters  received  yesterday  and  this  day 
from  Major-General  Wellesley  and  Colonel  Collins.f 

•  Sec  p.  207. 
t  See  letter  of  6th  August  and  Endoturea,  p.  273. 
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Being  appreheDsive  that  Colonel  Collina  baa  discontinued 
his  correspondence  with  your  Excellency  by  the  route  of 
Hindostan,  and  being  uncertain  of  the  security  or  despatch 
of  the  Dawk  in  that  direction,  I  have  forwarded  these  docu- 
ments by  express  to  your  Excellency. 

Their  respective  enclosures  shall  be  transmitted  to  your 
Excellency  without  delay. 

The  documents  now  transmitted  will,  however,  sufficiently 
indicate  to  your  Excellency  the  necessity  of  prosecuting, 
with  the  utmost  activity  and  despatch,  the  system  of  military 
operations  and  political  arrangements  described  in  my  several 
letters  addressed  to  your  Excellency  previously  to  the  10th 
instant 

Your  Excellency  will,  therefore,  proceed  in  the  war  against 
Dowlut  Rao  Sdndiah  without  delay  or  interruption,  unless 
you  should  receive  official  advices  of  the  conclusion  of  peace 
in  the  Deccan,  or  unless  Major-General  WeUesley  should 
signify  to  your  Excellency  his  desire  that  offensive  operations 
should  cease  in  the  north-western  countries  of  Hindostan. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wellesley. 


ne  Margueu  JFdleiSey  to  lAeut. -General  Lake. 

(Secret.) 

Sir,  Fort  WiUUm,  Angoat  26th,  1803. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  Excellency's  notice 
copy  of  a  letter  received  this  day  from  Major-General  Wel- 
lesley, together  with  its  enclosures,*  by  a  reference  to  which 
your  Excellency  will  observe  that  hostilities  must  have  com- 
menced agunst  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  in  the 
Deccan,  at  the  close  of  the  first  week  of  this  month. 

*  ThcK  docmnentt  detail  the  quitting  of  Sdndiah'i  camp  by  Colonel 
CoUios ;  tlie  contiDaed  efasioo  of  the  Mahntte  chieli,  and  the  declarstioa 
of  Major-Oenersl  WeUesley  to  Dowlat  Rao  Sdndiah,  that  negotiation  was 
now  at  an  end.  See  Mi^or-Geneial  Wellealey'i  letter  of  the  Gth  Angnat, 
p.  273.-[Ed.] 
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I  trust  that  your  Excellenc;  has  received  timely  notice 
from  Major-General  Wellesley  and  Colonel  Collins  of  their 
respective  proceedings  by  the  direct  Dawk  from  Hindostan, 
but  as  my  intelligence  from  tho^  officers  contains  no  positiTe 
informadon  on  the  subject  of  their  communkcatioas  with  your 
Excellency,  I  am  extremely  anxious  to  learn  from  yon  the 
state  of  your  communications  with  the  Deccan  and  with 
General  Welleflley. 

My  former  instructionB  to  your  Excellency  do  not  appear 
to  require  any  addition ;  the  actual  conuneneonoit  of  hostili- 
ties in  the  Deccan  will  render  the  system  of  iBcasures  to  be 
now  pursued  by  your  Excellency  perfectly  pl«n  and  distinct, 
under  the  rules  which  I  have  already  suggested  for  the 
guidance  of  your  conduct. 

I  trust  that  I  shall  be  enabled,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  success  of  the  expedition 
against  Cuttack.  The  armament  destined  to  cooperate  with 
Colonel  Campbell's  detachment  from  Ganjam  left  the  Pilot 
on  the  13th  instant,  and  I  expect  to  hear  of  their  successful 
operations  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  week. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c> 

Wbllesley. 


General  Orderi  Jivm  lie  Goeernment  Gatetle. 

Fort  WilliuD,  Angmt  29th,  1803.* 
Authentic  intelligence  has  been  received  at  Fort  William 
of  the  successful  commencement  of  operations  agunst  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah  by,  the  forces  under  die  ccwomand  of  Major- 
General  Wellesley.  On  the  8th  instant,  the  large  fortified 
Pettah  of  Ahmednuggur  was  carried  by  escalade  with  the 
utmost  gallantry  and  rapidity.  This  operation  was  efiected 
immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  army  on  its  ground  be- 
fore Ahmednuggur,  by  the  advanced  piquets,  reinforced  by 
the  flank  companies  of  bis  Majesty's  74th  and  78th  regi- 
.ments,  and  the  Istbattalionof  tiieSd  Madras  re^ment  native 

*  ThU  annoniicemcnt  appeared  id  a  CslculU  Gaielte  Bxtraordinarjr. 
-[Ed.] 
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infantry,  under  the  command  of  Lieut-Cobnel  Harness,  the 
field  officer  of  the  day. 

The  names  of  the  officers  stated  to  have  been  killed  m  the 
assault  are  Captains  Grant  and  Humherstone,  and  Lieutenant 
Anderson,  of  bis  Majesty's  7Sth  re^ment 

Lieutenant  Wilson,  of  bis  Majesty's  74fth  regiment,  end 
Lieutenant  Plenderleatb,  of  the  1st  battalion  3d  Madras  regi- 
ment native  in&ntry,  are  stated  to  have  been  vounded. 
Publiihed  hj  commBnd  of  hla  Excellcocy  the  most  noble 
the  Goreraor-Oeaenl  in  Coanctl, 

J.  LuHBDKN, 

Chief  Sec  to  Oovennnent. 


lAeut. •General  Laie  to  tie  Margaeu  WetUtleg. 

C«mp  before  AUyghur,  Aug.  29th,  1803. 
[Received  at  Fort  William,  Sept.  8th,  1603.] 

My  Loao, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I  attacked 
M.  Perron's  force  this  morning,  which  was  strongly  posted 
with  their  right  extending  to  the  fort  of  Ally  Ghur,  and  their 
entire  front  protected  by  a  deep  morass,  which  obliged  me  to 
change  my  original  plan  of  attack,  and  detour  considerably  to 
the  right,  to  turn  their  left  flank,  which  I  completely  effected, 
dislodging  a  body  of  troops  which  were  posted  in  a  village 
in  the  enemy's  front. 

On  moving  forward  with  the  cavalry  in  two  lines,  gap- 
ported  by  the  line  of  infantry  and  guns,  the  enemy  inunedi- 
ately  retired  afler  a  very  few  shot  from  the  cavalry  guns, 
which  did  some  execution. 

Several  attempts  were  made  to  charge  some  considerable 
bodies  of  cavalry,  who  made  an  appearance  of  standing,  but 
the  rapidity  of  their  retreat  prevented  the  possibility  of 
effecting  it  so  ccnnpletely  as  I  could  have  wished,  but  I  have 
reason  to  believe,  that  in  consequence  of  the  operations  of 
this  day,  many  of  his  confederates  have  left  him. 

My  loss  in  men  and  horses  is  very  inconsiderable;  and  no 
officer. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  the  zeal. 
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activity,  and  steadiness,  displayed  by  both  officers  and  men,' 
afforded  me  entire  satisfaction,  and  deserve  my  warmest 
praise. 

My  staff  afforded  me  every  assistance,  and  I  feel  myself 
under  great  obUgations  to  them. 

From  every  information  I  can  obtain,  immediately  on  our 
advancing,  M.  Perron,  with  his  body-guard,  retired  towards 
Agra,  and  has  left  Colonel  Pedron  in  charge  of  the  fort  I 
am  at  present  encamped  to  the  southward  of  the  fort,  and  the 
town  of  Coel  is  occupied  by  one  of  my  battahons. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  faithful,  humble  servant, 

G.  Lake. 


l,ieut. -General  Lake  to  the  Marifueu  fFeUeeleg. 
(Private.) 

Camp  at  God  before  Alighar, 
My  Lord,  August  29tb,  1803. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  am  in  possession  of  Coel,  and  that 
Perron  has  left  Mr.  Pedron  in  the  fort  at  Alighar.  I  am  not 
quite  determined  whether  I  shall  remain  here  with  the  army, 
to  take  the  fort,  or  move  forward,  at  any  rate  I  must  stay  here 
to-morrow,  as  my  men  are  much  iatigued  from  this  day's 
work.  They  were  marching  from  five  in  the  morning  till 
near  two  o'clock  f.h.  The  Uiermometer  in  the  tents  was  up- 
wards of  one  hundred.  The  army  behaved  uncommonly 
well  in  every  particular.  The  cavalry  did  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  cut  up  the  enemy,  but  as  their  army  consisted 
entirely  of  cavalry  except  a  few  matchlock  men,  they  were 
80  quick  in  their  retreat  the  moment  we  attempted  to  charge 
them,  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  catching  many  of  them. 
I  am  convinced  the  day  has  had  a  most  wonderful  effect  upon 
the  minds  of  the  natives,  who  always  thought  M.  Perron  in- 
vincible ;  indeed  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  some  of 
'his  confederates  left  him  the  moment  they  heard  of  our  ap- 
proach, particularly  the  Jauts,  and  some  few  Seiks  which  are 
reported  to  have  been  with  him;  and  1  think  most  of  the. 
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others  have  gone  to  their  homeB,  and  never  will  encounter 
UB  again.  It  always  was  (as  your  Lordship  knows)  niy 
opinion  that  the  moment  Perron  was  beat,  no  one  would 
come  to  him,  which  is,  I  think,  now  the  case.  I  write  in 
baste,  and  will  write  again  to-morrow.  Six  officers  of  Per- 
ron's second  brigade  are  just  come  in,  having  resigned  the 
service  even  before  they  knew  of  the  proclamation.*' 

I  have  only  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  you  may  depend 
upon  every  exertion  on  my  part  to  carry  your  wishes  into 
effect,  and  that  I  am 

your  truly  attached  and  devoted  servant, 
G.  Lake. 

P.  S.  These  six  officers  of  the  second  brigade  are  aU  be- 
longing to  it,  except  a  man  of  the  name  of  Hennessy,  who 
deserted  about  two  months  since  from  the  I4th  native  infantry, 
to  which  he  was  Seigeant-Migor. 


IAeiU.-Gefteral  Laie  to  tie  Marqueu  ffVletlef. 

Camp  before  Allygbur,  Aag.  30,  1803. 
Mt  Lord,  [Beceived  Sept.  9, 1803.] 

It  is  with  infinite  satisfaction  I  inform  your  Lordship  that 
the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  country  are  coming  in  fast, 
and  manifest  a  wish  of  being  protected  by  the  British  Go- 
vernment, and  that  in  consequence  of  my  having  caused  it  to 
be  nude  known  to  the  head  men  of  the  villages  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, that  it  is  not  my  intention  to  molest  either  the  per- 
sons or  properties  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  shaQ  chum  my 
protection,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  say,  that  the  people  who 
had  deserted  the  town  of  Coel  on  our  approach  yesterday, 
are  returning  fast  to  their  houses,  and  the  town  is  nearly  re- 
peopled  ;  indeed,  they  have  every  reason  to  be  satis6ed,  as 
the  instant  this  position  was  gained,  a  battalion  was  posted 
in  Coel  to  prevent  plunder,  by  which  means  very  little  loss 
was  sustained  by  the  inhabitants. 

I  learn  from  all  quarters  that  most  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
who  opposed  us  yesterday,  have  returned  to  their  homes,  de- 
claring their  inability  to  oppose  the  English. 
*  See  Appendix. 
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From  every  account  I  can  receive,  die  numbet  of  cavalry 
opposed  to  us  amounted  to  fifteen  or  twenty  thouBand. 

Tlie  country  in  our  rear  is  in  a  state  of  perfect  tranquillity, 
nor  has  it  been  molested  by  a  single  horseman. 

I  have  sent  into  the  fort  a  summons  in  English  and  French, 
wUch,  I  trust,  will  have  the  desired  efiect. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  Lake. 


No.  LXXI. 

Lieul^General  Lakt  to  ike  Mvrqueu  fFelUtity, 

My  Lord,  Camp  M  Goel,  Aug.  30th,  1803. 

Since  my  letter  of  yesterday  every  thing  has  remuned 
quiet  The  horse  had  all  retired,  and  I  believe  to  their  own 
homes,  as  no  depredations  have  been  committed,  or  a  horse- 
man to  be  seen  or  heard  of  in  this  part  of  the  Dooab,  or  in 
any  of  our  districts.  The  inhabitanta  of  Coel,  finding  their 
property  secured,  are  returning  &st  to  their  habitations,  the 
people  of  the  country  seem  to  have  confidence  in  the  protec- 
tion of  the  British  Government,  and  do  not  regret  the  loss  of 
M.  Perron.  Such  is  the  appearance  of  things  at  present, 
and  I  hope  to  confirm  the  report  more  tiilly  to-morrow.  In 
the  mean  time  allow  me  to  congratulate  your  Excellency  on 
the  fiill  possession  of  the  Dooab,  and 

Believe  me  ever,  my  dear  Lord, 

your  attached  and  faithful  servant, 

G,  Lake. 


No.  LXXII. 
General  Onten/ivm  the  Oovernment  Oaeelte. 

Von  William,  Aug.  31,  1803.* 

Authentic  intelligence  has  been  received  at  Fort  William 

of  the  capitulation  of  the  important  fortress  of  Ahmednug- 

gur  to  the  forces  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Wel- 

lesley. 

appeared  io  Calcutu  Gazette*  Extraordinan'. 
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The  fortified  Pettah  having  been  taken  by  escalade  on  the 
8tb  instant,  batteries  were  opened  on  the  night  of  the  9tk 
against  the  fort. 

On  the  10th  the  kiUedar*  of  the  fort  requested  permission 
to  send  an  officer  to  confer  with  Mi^or-Oeneral  Weliestey, 
and  desired  at  the  same  time  that  the  five  from  the  batteries 
might  cease.  Major-General  Wellesley  agreed  to  receive  an 
officer  from  the  fort,  but  refused  to  interrupt  the  fire  of  the 
batteries. 

On  the  11th  the  fortress  capitulated. 

The  terms  of  the  capitulation  are,  that  the  garrison  should 
march  onaton  the  12th  at  noon  with  their  arms,  and  that  all 
private  property  should  be  saved  to  the  inhabitants. 

Hostages  had  beeA  delivered  into  the  hands  of  MajoN 
General  Wellesley,  to  be  detained  until  the  evacuation  of  the 
fortress  should  actually  be  completed;  and  all  operations 
against  the  fort  had  ceased  on  the  11th  instant. 

Fabfuhed  by  comiiuuid  of  his  ExcdUncy, 
tbeMoot  Noble  the  GoTcraor'^eDeral  in  Caundl, 

J.  Ldhsdek, 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Government. 


No.  LXXIII. 

Lieul. -General  Lake  la  the  Marquttt  /Feileiley. 

(Private.) 

Mr  LOED,  Camp  at  Coel,  Sept.  I,  1803. 

I  have  not  yet  moved  from  hence,  nor  am  I  in  possession 
of  the  fort  of  Allyghur;  my  object  ia  to  get  the  troops  out  of 
the  fort  by  bribery,  which  I  flatter  myself  will  be  done.  My 
reason  for  guning  it  this  way,  proceeds  from  a  wish  to  expe- 
dite matters,  and  save  the  troops.  The  place  is  extremely 
strong,  and  if  regularly  besieged,  will  take  a  month  at  least. 
If  attempted  to  be  gained  by  a  coup  de  main,  I  think  we  must 
lose  men,  but  I  am  at  present  adverse  to  this  mode  of  attack, 
(in  the  event  of  my  negotiation  not  succeeding,)  from  a  con- 
sideration that  by  losing  time  here  I  shall  not  carry  into  eflect 
your  Lordship's  plans  so  expeditiously  as  I  could  wish.  The 
loss  of  men,  particularly  Europeans,  is  a  most  serious  conside- 
ration. Therefore,  if  by  a  little  money,  I  can  save  the  lives 
■  Commandant. 
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of  these  valuable  men,  your  Lordship  will  not  thinlt  I  bare 
acted  wrong,  or  been  too  lavish  of  cash. 

No  one  exacts  more  of  s  soldier  than  myself,  when  I  think 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  call  forth  their  exertions ;  at  the 
siune  time,  I  have  ever  avoided  risking  the  life  of  a  soldier 
when  it  could  be  spared. 

Diaram  of  Hatraas  is  exceedingly  attentive,  and  very  de- 
sirous of  the  protection  of  the  British  Government,  by  send- 
ing in  provisions  of  aU  kinds,  and  is  willing  to  send  hb  troops, 
such  as  they  are,  (if  called  for).  I  have  directed  him  to  order 
some  of  them  to  escort  the  provisions  into  our  camp  merely 
to  convince  the  natives  of  his  being  attached  to  us.  The 
whole  country  are  coming  in.  The  protection  given  to  the 
town  of  Coel,  and  the  haranguing  of  the  men  yesterday  has 
convinced  the  people  of  our  incHnation  to  save  dieir  hves  and 
property. 

Not  one  depredation  has  been  committed  in  our  own  pro- 
vinces ;  all  the  cavalry  that  came  to  the  assistance  of  M.  Per- 
ron are  certunly  gone  home,  and  I  believe  will  never  more 
approach  our  army. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  liord, 
your  truly  attached  and  faithful  servant, 

G.  Lake. 


Lord  CatlUreagk  to  the  Marqtieu  Wetktleg. 

LoDdoD.  Marcb  16,  1303. 
Mt  dear  Lord,  [Receired  Sept.  4,  1803.] 

You  will  probably  hear  from  me  by  an  overland  express 
before  this  despatch  may  reach  you  by  sea.  I  shall  delay 
my  communication  by  the  former  channel  in  hopes  that  1  may 
be  enabled  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days  to  apprize  you 
with  more  pre<»8ion  than  I  can  do  at  this  moment,  of  the 
actual  or  probable  result  of  the  present  discussions  carrying 
on  with  the  French  Government.  It  is  enough  for  me  at 
present  to  say  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  felt  that  the  situ- 
ation in  which  we  were  placed,  as  well  by  the  importance  and 
delicacy  of  those  discussions,  as  by  the  military  preparations 
which  have  been  carrying  on  for  some  time  in  the  ports  of 
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IVailce  arid  Holland,  destined  ostensibly  for  St.  Domingo  and 
Louisiana,  were  such  as  to  call  for  active  measures  of  pre- 
caution on  OUT  part,  and  accordingly  a  strong  squadron  has 
been  ordered  to  be  equipped  for  sea ;  press  warrants  have 
been  issued,  and  the  entire  of  die  militia  has  been  called 
out 

The  usual  communication  has  been  made  to  Parliament  on 
^s  subject,  and  was  received  precisely  with  the  temper  one 
could  wish,  a  strong  dispositi<»i  shown  from  all  quarters  to 
support  the  honour  and  interests  of  the  country ;  opinicms, 
naturally  withheld  till  information  can  be  given,  but  no  at- 
tempt made  to  press  Government  for  premature  explanation. 
The  funds,  as  might  be  expected,  fell  on  the  first  alarm,  but 
have  since  considerably  recovered. 

In  the  present  state  of  things,  we  can  only  furnish  your 
Lordship  with  intelligence  of  what  is  passing,  and  desire  you 
to  wMt  for  the  result  before  you  adopt  any  measure  which 
can  be  productive  of  expense.  You  will  receive,  through  the 
Secret  Committee,  a  despatch  to  this  effect,  coupled  with 
some  observations  referable  to  the  principles  upon  which  it 
may  be  wise  to  regulate  the  future  measures  of  your  Ooveni- 
ment,  in  the  event  of  a  renewal  of  hostilities. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  press  these  observations  upon 
your  Lordship's  particular  attention.  The  discussions  which 
have  lately  taken  place,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  on  the  im- 
portant measure  of  reducing  the  debt,  now  so  happily  brought 
to  a  decision  by  the  plan  for  that  purpose,  before  transmitted, 
having  received  nearly  the  unanimous  sanction,  both  of  the 
courts  of  Directors  and  Proprietors,  and  the  honourable  ex- 
ertions which  you  have  been  making,  by  retrenchments  of 
expense,  for  giving  effect  to  such  a  measure,  will  render  you 
amongst  the  most  unwilling  to  disturb,  beyond  what  the  exi- 
gency shall  absolutely  require,  those  arrangements  on  which 
the  success  of  the  plan  depends. 

I  am  sure  your  Lordship  will  keep  in  view  how  much  will 
be  gained,  in  positive  strength,  by  directing  our  exertions, 
even  in  war,  against  the  debt,  so  long  as  there  is  litUe  appear- 
ance of  the  enemy  being  enabled  to  menace  India.  However 
jealous  France  is  of  our  power  in  the  east,  and  however  steady 
she  may  be  in  her  purpose  of  aiming  at  positions  from  which 
she  might  one  day  hope  to  shake  that  power,  yet  I  c 
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persiMule  myself  that  she  hasMeanhsTe,  for  a  length  of  time, 
the  means  to  attempt  any  direct  attack  against  possesaiong  so 
defended  as  ours  are  l^  the  army  now  on  foot. 

I  wish  you,  therefore,  to  consider  how,  under  the  amplest 
possible  exteasion  of  expenditure,  the  army  can  be  kept  in 
that  state  of  adequate  preparation  which  belongs  to  war.  For 
the  first  five  years  of  the  late  war  the  surphu  abroad  was  as 
followB:— 179*^,  1,S!?6,00(M. ;  1795-4,  l,68fi,000ii  1794-5, 
1,458,00(».;  1795-6,  977,000i  ;  1796-7,308,000/. 

Whatever  effiirts  France  may  be  able  to  make  in  Europe, 
India  cannot  be  con»dered  as  move  expoaed  now  than  ia  the 
years  1793-4-5,  and  whilst  Tippoo  was  yet  formidable.  I  must 
therefore  indulge  a  sanguine  hope,  that  your  Lordship  wUl 
find  it  practicable  to  adopt  a  system,  evea  in  war,  which  shall 
be  compatible  with  our  Snancial  objects,  and  that  the  surplus 
revenue  will,  as  in  the  years  alluded  to,  be  sdll  applicable,  in 
a  large  amount,  to  the  reduction  of  debt  If  peculiar  diffi- 
culties arise,  we  must  make  corrcBponding  exertiooa ;  but  let 
as  save  our  means  till  those  difficulties  appear,  aa  iar  aa  pru- 
dence will  permit. 

I  conclude  the  several  leBtitutions  have,  ere  this,  been 
made  to  the  French  and  Dutch  governments.  How  ve  stand 
at  present,  in  respect  to  the  Portuguese  settlements,  winch 
were  garrisoDeil  by  us  during  the  war,  I  cannot  ascertain, 
either  from  any  orders  e«it  from  home,  or  from  any  intelli- 
gence received  iiom  abroad.  Under  jwesent  circumstances, 
I  have  only  to  request  your  Lordship,  till  you  hear  further 
from  home,  to  turn  your  attention  to  the  possible  result  of  the 
discussions  now  pending,  and  to  digest  previously,  in  your 
own  mind,  the  war  system  on  which  you  propose  to  act,  if 
faosdlities  should  actually  recommence,  limiting  it  within  the 
narrowest  bounds,  in  point  of  ^tpense,  which  you  deem  at  aU 
cfmsistent  with  the  public  safety.  In  the  latter  event,  you 
shall  receive  early  instructions  firom  home  as  to  the  precise 
measures  to  be  taken  with  respect  to  the  possessions  of  the 
several  European  powers,  either  on  the  Continent  of  India,  or 
in  the  eastern  seas. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  dear  Lord, 
your  very  faithful,  humble  servant, 

Castlbrbagh. 
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Lim^G«»erat  Laie  to  ihe  Marqueu  fftUeileg. 

MeadQaarten,  Camp  Allfghnr,  Sept.  -ttli,  1809. 
My  Lord,  [Received  8«pt.  ISlfa,  1803.] 

It  is  with  inexpressible  satisfaction  that  I  have  the  honour 
to  report  to  your  Lordship,  the  capture  of  the  Fort  of  Ally- 
ghur  this  morning  by  assault. 

Haring  spent  some  days  in  fruitless  endeavours  to  save  the 
unnecessary  effusion  of  blood,  on  finding  thiit  the  natives 
persisted  obstinately  in  their  determinalion  of  resistance,  and 
rgected  cTery  overture  I  made,  I  found  myself  under  the 
necessity  of  determining  on  some  decisive  measure,  and  after 
maturely  considering  the  probability  of  success  with  the 
obstacles  that  opposed  us,  I  judged  it  preferable  to  carry  it 
by  assault,  than  to  lose  time  by  the  slower  operations  of  a 
aiege. 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  I  ordered  the  honourable 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Monson  to  lead  the  attack,  composed  of 
four  companies  of  his  Majesty's  76th  regiment,  and  the  1st 
battaKon  of  the  4th  regiment  native  infantry  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Browne,  with  a  detachment  of  the  17th  native  regi- 
ment under  Captain  Bagshaw. 

Colonel  Horsford,  of  the  artiHery,  covered  their  advance 
by  a  heavy  fire  from  batteries  in  situations  which  had  been 
previously  determined  on. 

I  attribute  the  success  of  this  attack  entirely  to  the  gal- 
lantry and  steady  conduct  displayed  by  the  honourable  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Monson,  in  leading  on  his  men  under  a  most 
galling  fire  of  musquetry  and  grape  against  a  fort  hitherto 
deemed  impregnable,  and  defended  on  all  sides  with  flie 
utmost  obstinacy. 

It  would  be  injustice  in  me  were  1  not  to  mention  the  dis- 
tinguished bravery  of  the  nen  of  his  Majesty's  76th  regiment, 
who  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  many  of  their  officers,  stea- 
dily persevered  till  the  attainment  of  their  object  was 
effected. 

To  Colonel  Browne,  of  the  1st  battalion  of  the  4th  regi- 
ment, who  has  received  a  severe  wound,  and  to  the  whole  of 
the  officers  of  that  battalion,  whose  exertions  on  this  occasion 
were  most  meritorious,  my  praise  is  justly  due. 
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To  Major  McLeod,  who  gallaatly  led  the  76th  regiment, 
after  Colonel  Modsoq  waa  wounded,  and  to  Captain  Shipton 
of  the  artillery,  who  had  charge  of  the  guns  that  forced  the 
gate,  both  of  whom,  though  wounded,  still  remained  at  their 
post,  I  feel  myself  much  indebted. 

To  Colonel  Horsford,  who  commanded  the  artillery,  as 
well  as  to  Captains  Robertson  and  Green,  who  commanded 
the  covering  batteries,  I  feel  myself  under  infinite  obligations, 
and  indeed  that  whole  corps  merit  my  warmest  praise  for  the 
gallantry  displayed  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  on  every  other 
in  which  they  have  been  engaged. 

It  is  with  extreme  sorrow  I  lament  the  loss  of  many  valaa- 
ble  officers  of  his  Majesty's  76th  regiment,  and  also  of  the 
Honourable  Company's  service. 

I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  Colonel  Monson's  wound  is  dange- 
rous, and  I  fear  I  shall  at  all  events  be  deprived  of  the  servi- 
ces of  this  gallant  officer  for  some  time. 

I  shall  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship,  as 
soon  as  poSsible,  returns  of  the  killed  and  wounded  officers, 
and  men,  of  the  army  under  my  conmiand  ;*  which,  consider- 
ing the  nature  of  the  attack,  are  as  few  as  could  be  expected, 

I  feel  I  shall  be  wanting  in  justice  to  the  merits  of  Mr.  Lu- 
can,  an  officer,  a  native  of  Great  Britain,  who  lately  quitted 
the  service  of  Scindiah,  to  avoid  serving  against  his  country, 
were  I  not  to  recommend  him  to  your  Lordship's  particular 
attention.  He  gallantly  undertook  to  lead  Colonel  Monson  to 
the  gate,  and  point  out  the  road  through  the  fort,  which  he 
effected  in  a  most  gallant  manner,  and  Colonel  Monson  has 
reported  having  received  infinite  benefit  from  his  services.  If 
you  deem  him  worthy  of  any  mark  of  your  Excellency's  favour, 
it  will  affiird  megreatsatbfaction,  if  his  services  are  rewarded 
by  Government. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Ixird, 

Your  Lordship's  most  faithful  humble  servant, 
G.  Lake. 

*  See  Appeadbc. 
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Lieut. -Gentrol  Lake  to  the  Marquett  WelUtlep. 

Camp  Bt  Goel,  Sept.  4th,  1803'. 
My  Lord,  [Received  Sept.  15,  1803.] 

By  my  official  letter  which  accompiinieB  this,  you  will,  I  am 
sorry  to  aay,  perceive  that  1  have  lost  a  great  many  Taluable 
officers,  and  that  unfortunately  Colonel  Monson,  who  be- 
haved most  gloriously,  has  received  a  moat  severe  wound  in 
the  arm  from  a  pike,  the  bone  I  understand  is  broke  high  up, 
but  Mr.  Lenny  and  the  other  surgeons  wbo  have  examined 
it,  have  hopes  that  he  may  recover  vritbout  amputation.  I 
cannot  say  too  much  of  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Monsoo  upon 
this  occasion ;  he  is  a  most  serious  loss  to  the  army.  Your 
Lordship  may  easily  conceive  what  I  feel  at  bis  misfortune, 
and  the  loss  of  so  many  brave  men. 

As  I  told  your  Lordship  in  my  letter  of  the  Ist  instant,  I 
had  tried  every  method  to  prevail  upon  these  people  to  give 
up  the  fort,  and  offered  a  very  large  sum  of  money,  but  they 
v«e  determined  to  hold  out,  which  they  did  most  obstinately, 
and  I  may  say  most  gallantly.  In  short,  my  Lord,  from  the 
extraordinary  strength  of  the  place,  and  being  obliged  to 
win  it  inch  by  inch,  it  being  so  determinately  defended,  thai 
in  my  opinion  BnUsh  valour  never  shone  more  conspicuous. 
I  think  this  action  will  strike  terror  into  the  natives,  and  pre- 
vent us  some  trouble ;  I  trust  your  Lordship  will  agree  with 
me  in  thinking  that  I  have  done  right  in  gaining  this  fort,  at 
any  rate,  as  in  the  first  place  it  was  so  strong  that  I  could  not 
look  upon  my  army  safe  with  such  a  fort  in  my  rear ;  in  the 
second  place,  it  would  have  given  the  natives  a  very  poor 
opinion  of  our  troops,  and  in  the  third  place,  I  am  convinced 
that,  after  a  regular  siege,  we  must  have  had  the  same  difh- 
culties  to  encounter,  the  strength  of  the  place  cannot  be  de- 
scribed but  by  a  drawing,  which  shall  be  sent  down  to  you 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  prepared ;  a  seventy-four  might  sail  in 
the  ditch.  The  engineer  and  Colonel  Horsford  both  think 
that  after  a  breach  had  been  made,  we  should  have  lost  as 
many  men  as  we  now  have,  besides  what  would  have  fallen 
during  a  siege,  which  would  have  lasted  nearly  a  month.  All 
these  points  being  considered,  the  delay  that  would  have 
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been  caused  in  the  execution  of  your  orders,  and  the  cer- 
tainty of  giving  spirit  to  the  Mahratta  chiefs,  who  would  then 
have  been  inclined  to  flock  to  the  Frenchman's  standard,  I 
feel  happy  at  having  guned  the  fort,  which  stood  out  for 
more  than  an  hour.  A  more  anxious  time  I  never  experienced ; 
the  fire  was  tremendous,  and  nothing,  from  the  strong  way  in 
which  the  natives  were  posted,  with  all  their  advantages,  but 
British  soldiers  would  have  effected  the  business.  I  have 
wrote  more  than  I  intended,  and  must  beg  you  will  pardoa 
me  for  being  so  prolix,  hut  really  my  mind  is  so  much  agi- 
tated from  the  loss  of  so  many  excellent  men,  that  I  hardly 
know  what  I  do. 

It  appears,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  poor  Monton's  wound 
may  be  attended  with  danger,  as  in  the  event  of  amputation, 
danger  is  always  to  be  apprehended  in  this  country,  but  I 
trust  and  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  send  you  a  better  account 
of  him  to-morrow. 


my  dear  Lord, 

your  attached  and  ftuUifiil  servant, 
G.  Lake. 
P.  S.  I  have  only  to  add  that,  without  the  fort  of  Alyghur, 
we  could  not  have  had  the  entire  possession  of  the  Dooab ; 
indeed,  till  it  was  ours,  we  were  liable  to  be  driven  out  of  it 
at  any  time. 


7%e  Hon.  A.  Paget  to  the  Uarqaet*  IFeBe^. 

VieDDi,  June  3ri),  1803. 
Mr  DEAR  Lord,  [Received  Sept.  Gth,  1803.] 

Lord  Wbitworth  left  Paris  on  the  night  of  the  12th  ultimo, 
and  General  Andreossi  having  been  detained  some  time  at 
Dover  by  winds,  &c.,  reached  it  on  the  20th. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  of  enclosing  to  your  Lordship  the 
supplement  to  the  Moniteur,  containing  (as  it  is  avowed)  the 
whole  of  the  negotiations  between  England  and  France  pre- 
vious to  the  signature  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace 
down  to  the  departure  of  Lord  WhFtworth ;  from  the  pe- 
rusal of  which,  I  am  led  to  suppose  that  some  parts  of  them 
must  have  been  omitted. 
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I  ako  enclose  the  Francfort  Journsl  of  this  day,  in  which 
your  Lordship  will  find  the  King's  nmsage. 

I  must  now  inform  your  Lordship  that  within  a  very  few  ' 
days  after  the  departure  of  Lord  Whitworth,  Instrucdons 
and  fiill  powers  were  recMved  by  Count  Woronzow  in 
London,  and  Count  Marcoff  at  Paris,  to  make  a  tender  of 
the  good  offices  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  but  it  is  probable 
that  this  interposition  will  have  been  offered  too  Ute. 

The  telegraph  between  Brest  and  Paris  announces  «  fleet 
of  twelve  sail  of  the  line  and  six  frigates  offBrML 

We  have  not  hitherto  heard  of  hostilities  having  actually 
taken  place.  The  King's  proclamation  for  letters  of  marque, 
&c.  &c.  has  been  issued. 

We  have  down  to  this  moment  no  official  accounts  of  the 
movement  of  the  French  troops  in  Italy,  it  is  nmioured  that 
a  considerable  body,  under  the  commuid  of  General  Murat, 
is  moving  southward. 

The  French  are  also  preparing  to  take  possession  of  Han- 
over  and  the  maritime  towns. 

The  King  of  Prussia  has  made  known  his  intention  of  ac- 
complishing the  same  object. 

Whichever  of  these  powers  may  effectuate  this  unwarrant- 
able design,  will  act  with  the  connivance  of  the  other,  and  I 
am  grieved  not  to  find  any  disposition,  whether  on  the  part 
of  Ausbia  or  Prussia,  to  oppose  either. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  sincerest  regard  and  esteem, 
my  dear  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  obedient  and  very 
faithful  friend  and  servant, 
Arthur  Paget. 
P.  S.  The  Paris  papers  just  received  contain  the  following 
telegraphic  despatch : — 

Brest  le  l"  PrturaL 
Avant  hier  deux  Fregates  Angloises  ont  pris  deux  Bati- 
mens  dans  la  baye  d'AutUeme;  I'un  alloit  chercber  des  bois 
<te  construction  d  Quimper,  I'autre  etoit  charge  de  sel  pour 
Fecamp. 

(Signe)        Cafparelli. 
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No.  Lxxvm. 

IAaU..6eMnd  Lake  to  the  Mar^ueu  Wdledef. 


Mt  Lobd,  Kaluga,  Sept  8th,  [803. 

We  arrived  here  this  momiiig,  and  found  a  very  strong 
little  fort,  whkh  would  have  caused  delay  and  trouble  had 
not  the  troops  evacuated  it  the  day  aAer  the  fall  of  Alighur, 
when  they  declared  they  would  not  wait  for  our  attack ;  I 
trust  this  idea  prevails  throughout  the  country.  The  town 
of  Kaunga  is  in  a  most  flourishing  statei  very  few  of  the  peo- 
ple have  left  it,  and  they  will  return  inunediately  when  they 
find  their  property  secured ;  ifideed  our  conduct  at  Coel,  and 
to  the  country  we  have  marched  through,  has  given  them  the 
greatest  confidence  in  the  British  Government. 

I  think  when  you  hear  the  secret  manner  in  which  things 
have  been  conducted  you  will  be  much  pleased,  it  is  quite  a 
new  work  in  the  army,  and  has  succeeded  hitherto  wonder- 
ftiUy  well  I  think  to  be  very  near  Delhi  in  three  more 
marches.  I  expect  to  find  some  di£Bculty  in  procuring  boats, 
but  flatter  myself  that  will,  Uke  many  others,  be  surmounted. 

I  wait  widi  great  impatience  for  a  report  from  Colonel 
Macan,  who  will,  should  he  come  up  with  these  horsemen,  if 
I  am  not  very  much  mistaken,  do  well. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord, 
your  firmly  attached  and  faithful  servant, 

G.  Lake. 


No.  LXXIX. 

General  Orikn,  bjf  lie  Gonemor'Generai  ia  Couneil,  No.  1. 

Port  wmiam,  September  8,  1803. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  having  received  from 

M^jor-General  the  honourable  Arthur  Wellesley,  the  official 

account  of  the  reduction  of  the  important  fortress  of  Ahmed- 

nu'ggur,  by  the  forces  under  the  command  of  that  officer,  is 
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pleased  to  eignil;  the  high  approbation  with  which  his  Ex- 
cellency in  council  has  observed  the  judgment,  promptitude, 
and  slull,  manifested  by  Major-General  Wellealey,  in  direct- 
ing the  operations  of  the  forces  under  his  command  on  that 
cridcal  occasion. 

His  Excellency  in  council  is  pleased  to  direct  Major-Gene- 
ral Wellesley  to  notify  to  the  officers  and  troops  under  his 
command,  that  the  Goremor-General  in  council  baa  derived 
the  most  cordial  satisfaction,  from  the  distinguished  alacrity, 
gallantry,  and  spirit  which  they  have  displayed  in  the  attack 
upon  the  Fettah,  and  in  the  subsequent  siege  of  the  Fort  of 
Ahmednuggur }  and  the  Govemor-General  in  council  has 
remarked  with  particular  approbation,  the  conduct  of  Lieut.- 
Colonels  Harness,  Wallace,  and  Maxwell ,  of  Captain  Beau- 
man  of  the  artillery ;  of  Captain  Johnson  of  the  engineers ; 
and  of  Captain  Heitland  of  ^e  pioneers. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  deepfy  laments  the  loss 
of  Captains  Grant  and  Humberstone,  of  Lieutenants  Ander* 
son  and  Plenderleath,  and  of  the  brave  soldiers  who  fell  in 
the  succesful  contest  of  the  8th  of  August  The  memory  of 
those  gallant  officers  and  soldiers,  who  have  fallen  with  honour 
in  the  public  service,  will  be  regarded  with  affection  and  res- 
pect, by  their  Sovereign  and  their  country. 


No  LXXX. 

Gemeral  Onleri,  if  Ike  Govemor'General  in  Ctmtu^l,  No.  2. 

Fort  VTiUiBm,  September  Sth,  1803. 

The  Govemor-Creneral  in  council  is  pleased  to  offer  his 
most  cordial  thanks  and  congratulations  to  his  Excellency  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  upon  the  distinguished  ability,  energy, 
and  success  of  the  conduct  of  the  forces  under  his  Excellency's 
personal  command,  in  the  judicious  and  gallant  attack,  of  the 
forces  under  the  command  of  M.  Perron  in  the  vicinity  of 
Coel,  on  the  29th  of  August. 

His  Excellency  in  council  has  received  with  the  most  sin- 
cere pleasure,  the  Commander-in-Chiefs  report  of  the  zeal, 
activity,  and  steadiness  displayed  by  the  officers  and  men, 
and  of  the  meritorious  services  of  the  staff,  on  that  important 
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The  Goveraor-General  in  council  it  pleased  to  direct  die 
Comniai)der-4ii-CIiief,  to  signify  to  the  <^oers  and  men  em-> 
{4ofed  in  tbe  action  of  the  39th  of  August,  that  tbe  conduct 
of  the  army  on  that  day  has  obtained  the  high  approbation 
of  his  Excellency  in  council ;  has  confinned  the  reputation 
and  honour  of  tbe  British  arms  in  India ;  and  bat  secured  the 
most  important  advantagee  to  the  cause  of  tbe  alliet,  in  tbe 
prosecution  of  the  war,  and  in  the  speedy  establishment  of 
permanent  peace. 

By  command  of  his  EzceUency 

the  Governor-General  in  council, 
L.  Hook, 
Sec.  to  the  Govt.  Mil.  Dept. 


7»*  Right  Hon.  Lord  0'iUiam  BetUinck  to  the  A/ar^ea  /Felietleg. 
(Privue) 

Fort  St.  George,  Sept.  Hill,  1803. 
Mt  Lord,  [Recdved  m  Fort  Williim,  Sept.  SSth,  1803.] 

I  receired  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hogbton  tbe  honour  of 
your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  1  at  of  August*  I  beg  leave  to 
express  my  very  sincere  acknowledgements  for  the  sentiments 
of  kindness  and  assistance  so  necessary  to  the  very  existence 
of  my  government  which  that  letter  contiuns,  and  I  beg  to  be 
permitted  to  add,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  convey  those 
sentiments  in  any  manner  so  flattering  and  agreeable  to  my 
own  personal  feelings. 

I  have  laid  open  to  that  officer  without  reserve  every  feeling 
and  opinion  of  my  mind,  not  only  upon  the  sulgect  of  those 
points  which  he  was  more  particularly  directed  to  enforce 
upon  my  attention,  but  also  of  tbe  general  state  of  affairs  in 
this  settlement. 

I  feel  confident  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoghton  will  do  ftill 
justice  to  the  feelings  of  admiration  and  grateful  respect,  with 
which  I  in  common  with  every  Englishman  have  contemplated 
the  uninterrupted  progress  of  the  great  and  glorious  events 
which  have  marked  tbe  administration  of  your  Excellency  in 

•  Spo  \>.  264. 
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India.  Itisimposeible  not  to  Bee  that  the  Britieh  power  has  been 
for  the  first  time  established  upon  a  sure  and  solid  bans,  and 
that  the  Britieh  name  has  risen  to  a  degree  of  elevation 
hitherto  unknown  in  the  annals  of  its  history.  A  review  of 
all  the  considerations  of  wisdom  and  policy  which  suggested 
and  iwepared  for  execution,  the  present  system  of  operations 
against  the  Mahratta  chieftains,  still  more  stron^y  confirms  a 
just  pride  in  the  nation^  superiority ;  and  allow  me  here  to 
say,  that  your  Excellency  will  always  find  me  happy  in  re- 
ceiving your  orders,  and  zealous  in  the  execution  of  them. 

One  of  the  principal  pconts  to  which  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hoghton  adverted  by  your  instructions,  has  been  to  the  nature 
of  the  relation  between  the  supreme  Government,  and  the 
subordinate  Presidencies  as  expressed  in  your  Excellency's 
correspondence  with  Lord  Clive,  when  bis  Lordship  first 
assumed  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George.  Upon  this 
subject  I  shall  only  remark,  that  I  think  it  impossible  not 
only  with  regard  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  act  of  Pariia- 
ment,  but  also  to  the  necessity  of  perfect  obedience  accom- 
panied by  hearty  co-operation,  that  there  can  be  hmiestty  any 
difference  of  opinion.  It  is  as  clear  on  the  other  hand  that 
the  co-operatitm  from  the  inferior  Presidencies  must  be  efieo- 
tnal  only  in  proportitm  as  the  head  of  the  executive  Govern- 
ment may  be  supported  by  the  supreme  power  in  BengaL  I 
cannot  but  &el  extremely  gratified  by  the  most  sads&ctory 
assurances  of  assistance  and  support. 

I  am  quite  aware  of  the  arduous  and  important  task  which 
I  have  undertaken.  The  divided  state  of  this  Government, 
and  the  opposition  and  counteraction  which  my  noble  predece^ 
Bor  received,  arecircumstances  mocb  to  be  lamented,  and  which 
tend  to  destroy  all  the  vigour  and  efficiency  so  imperiously 
requisite  in  the  management  of  this  great  unsettled  territory. 

The  history  and  causes  of  intrigue  and  disaffection  which 
have  unfortunately  prevuled  here,  are  better  known  to  your 
Excellency  than  to  myselC  I  cannot  flatter  myself  that  they 
will  immediately  disappear.  The  only  system  of  conduct 
which  can  oppose  itself  with  success  to  such  attacks,  must  be 
founded  upon  a  steady  and  determined  resolution  to  do  what 
is  right,  uninfluenced  by  party  or  prejudice,  careless  and 
fearless  of  the  event     From  the  moment  I  cannot  retain  my 
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situation  consistently  with  m;  own  honour,  cbarMter  uid 
comfort,  I  will  reaign  it. 

I  (eel  it  unne<%88ar7  to  trespass  any  longer  upon  your  Ex- 
cellency's time.  I  have  communicated  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hoghton  my  sentiments  upon  every  subject.  The  very 
inadequate  state  of  military  defence  in  this  settlement,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  very  considerable  French  force 
assembled  at  the  Mauritius,  seems  to  me  at  this  moment  the 
most  important  subject  for  consideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
W.  Bbntimck. 


LorJ  CattUreagh  to  the  Afargueu  ff^dlttU]/. 

<MosiSecKt.) 

LoDdoD,  May  14, 1803. 
Mr  DEAR  Lord,  [Recti««t]  Sept.  II,  1803.] 

'  The  messenger  who  reached  ui  this  morning  irom  Paris 
has  enabled  me  at  length  to  relieve  your  Lordship  from  any 
further  suspense  on  the  question  of  peace  or  war.  The  al- 
ternative, I  have  to  announce  to  you,  calls  upon  us  for  new 
ezerdons.  We  resume  hostilities,  however,  with  Malta  in 
our  hands ;  Mardmque,  as  we  have  reason  to  hope,  in  a  weak 
state ;  and  the  French  colonies,  generally,  ill  provided.  Their 
navy  has  been  getting  rather  worse  than  better  since  the 
peace,  being  chiefly  employed  in  transporting  troops  to  the 
West  Indies,  and  I  do  not  understand  that  their  arsenals  have 
been  replenished.  If  another  struggle  was  unavoidable,  it  is 
satisfactory  that  circumstances  did  not  deprive  us  of  Malta 
before  the  conduct  of  the  Chief  Consul  rendered  it  indispen- 
sable that  we  should  make  him  feel  that  the  peace  was  not 
made  by  uo  in  the  spirit  of  submission. 

The  papers  which  will  on  Monday  be  laid  before  ParUa- 
ment  by  the  King's  command,  and  which  are  herewith  trana- 
mitted,  contain  &o  detailed  a  view  of  every  thing  that  has 


Digitized  by  Google 


1803.  THE  MARQUESS  WELLE3LET.  SUI 

passed  since  the  conclusion  of  the  definitive  treaty  between 
the  tvo  governments,  as  also  collaterally  vith  other  courts,  as 
to  render  any  explanation  from  me  unnecessary.  I  trust  you 
will  be  of  opinion  that  we  have  borne  a  great  deal  with 
patience  and  forbearance,  but  without  submitting  to  any  un- 
becoming sacrifice,  and  that  to  have  borne  still  more  without 
taking  our  stand,  and  leaving  the  option  of  war  with  France 
on  terms  reasonahle  in  themselves,  and  in  their  nature  strictly 
arising  out  of  her  own  conduct,  would  have  been  to  invite  en- 
croachment and  insult,  whilst  we  were  depriving  ourselves  of 
the  means  of  successlul  resistance.  His  Majesty's  ministers 
considered  that  in  firmness  alone  they  could  hope  for  any 
useful  interval  of  peace,  and  they  were  satisfied  that  in  tempo- 
rizing any  longer,  they  were  more  likely  to  weaken  their  case, 
as  well  as  the  country,  than  to  find  any  occasion  so  favour- 
able for  bringing  the  question  fairly  to  an  issue. 

We  commence  the  war  with  advantage,  as  far  as  foreign 
stations  are  concerned.  We  are  strong  in  the  Mediterranean 
and  in  the  West  Indies.  At  home,  notwithstanding  un- 
favourable impressions  which  have  prevailed  in  respect  to  the 
naval  equipments,  we  have  eighteen  sail  of  the  line  ready  to 
go  to  sea  to-morrow,  and  nearly  as  many  in  forwardness. 

The  mihtia  has  been  assembled  successfiilly  in  both  coun- 
tries, and  the  spirit  of  the  people,  as  far  as  it  has  yet  been 
tried,  is  such  as  we  could  wish.  Of  this,  however,  we  shall 
be  better  able  to  judge  when  the  causes  of  the  rupture  have 
been  explained  to  them,  and  when  the  budget  for  the  war  is 
submitted  to  Parliament.  X  am  persuaded  that  the  system  c^ 
finance  which  it  is  in  contemplation  to  adopt,  will  appear  to 
you  the  only  wise  one  at  the  outset  of  such  a  contest.  It  is 
proposed  to  lay  on  at  once  all  the  taxes  which  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  a  war  of  seven  or  eight  years ;  and  in  addition  to  that 
amount,  which  will  be  requisite  to  provide  for  the  interest 
and  sinking  fimd  of  the  sum  to  be  rused  by  loan  in  each 
year,  it  is  intended  to  raise  by  a  war  tax  a  large  proportion 
of  the  supplies  within  the  year.  This  will  impose  at  the  out- 
set about  ten  millions  a-year  in  taxes,  consisting  of  two  fiinds, 
one  temporary,  the  other  permanent,  if  the  war  should  last 
long  enough  to  consume  it.  This  must  at  first  be  felt  by  the 
connby  as  a  severe  blister,  and  they  will  smart  under  it ;  but 
when  they  have  experienced  and  known  the  worst,  they  may 
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then  look  their  difficulties  in  the  face  with  confidence,  and 
are  likely  to  exhibit  a  more  resolute  temper  than  could  be 
hoped  for  under  the  annual  irritation  of  a  succession  of  new 
taxes. 

In  looking  to  the  state  of  India,  I  can  feel  nothing  but  coiv- 
fidence  whilst  it  is  under  your  I^ordship's  care.  Erery  day 
affords  me  Iresh  proofs  of  the  vigour  and  wisdom  of  your 
councils,  and  in  proportion  as  I  acquire  information  on  the 
Tariety  of  interesting  subjects  connected  with  your  Govern- 
ment, I  am  the  more  deeply  impressed  with  the  vahie  and 
extent  of  your  efforts  in  the  puhUc  service. 

The  important  advices  just  received,  which  come  down  as 
late  as  the  end  of  January,  from  Bombay,  lead  me  to  enter- 
tain sanguine  hopes  that  your  Lordship  will  have  pacified  the 
Mahratta  empire  before  this  despatch  can  reach  you.  The 
subsidiary  treaty  concluded  with  the  Peishwa  ander  your  in- 
structions, coupled  with  the  former  arrangement  made  with 
the  Guicowar  Rajah,  have  placed  our  authority  in  that  quar- 
ter of  India,  where  it  was  peculiarly  exposed,  on  the  most 
satislaetory  footing.  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  observe 
that  the  consent  of  the  Peishwa  has  been  obtained  to  the 
Guicowar  cessions  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Surat,  so  as  to 
remove  any  doubts  which  before  might  have  been  entertained 
with  regard  to  the  validity  of  those  cessions  under  the  treaty 
of  9tLlbey.  I  trust  I  shall  soon  have  it  in  my  power  to  con- 
gratulate your  Lordship  on  having  perfected  the  only  great 
work  remaijung  incomplete,  towards  the  pacification  of  India 
and  the  BoUd  establishment  of  the  British  dominion  in  that 
part  of  the  ^obe. 

In  looking  to  the  preservation  and  improvement  of  this 
splendid  empire,  at  the  outset  of  a  new  war,  I  am  confident 
your  Lordship  will  feel  most  anxious  to  suffer  this  event  to 
break  in,  as  little  aa  is  consistent  with  real  security,  upon  the 
frame  of  those  measures  which  yoH  have  so  uniformly  had  in 
view,  and  so  successfully  brought  to  maturity,  for  restoring 
the  finances  of  the  Company,  uid  for  relieving  their  affairs 
firom  the  heavy  pressure  of  Indian  debt. 

What  character  the  war  may  not  assume  in  its  progress,  it 
would  be  presumption  at  this  moment  to  decide.  But  I  think 
your  Lordship  will  feel,  with  me,  that  in  no  quarter  can  the 
exertions  of  France  be  made  with  so  little  rational  hope  of 
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success,  as  in  the  East.  Her  meoDs  of  operatiiig  irom  Eu- 
rope are  very  limited  and  inadequate.  If  she  ever  felt  that 
her  position  in  Egypt  brought  our  Indian  poasessionB  more 
widiin  her  grasp,  in  that  prospect  she  is  disappointed.  India 
presents  nothing  to  her  view  but  BritiBh  power,  and  until 
there  are  distinct  indications  of  a  difiioent  policy,  I  cannot 
but  deem  it  safe  to  consider  that  the  First  Consul  must 
abandon  any  intention  of  disturbing  us  in  that  qtiarter. 

DepriTcd  of  the  means  of  effectually  annoying  us  in  our 
foreign  possessions,  it  is  against  the  body  of  the  eni»re  that 
he  will  direct  all  his  eftbrts.  We  have  every  reason  to  be  con- 
vinced that  such  is  his  determinadon,  as  it  is  his  obvious 
policy,  and  that  be  will  make  invasion  tbe  great  feature  of  his 
exertions,  determined  to  risk  every  thing  in  the  attempt 

Having  stated  to  your  Lordship  the  general  considerations 
upon  which  our  arrangements  in  India  are  to  be  formed,  I  feel 
Bttle  more  necessary  on  my  part.  Their  application  in  detail 
cannot  be  so  well  placed  as  in  your  Lordship's  hand.  You 
will  perceive  in  my  budget  statement  I  have  reasoned  on  the 
effect  of  war  as  going  to  absorb  all  surplus  revenue.  I  wished 
to  avoid  encouraging  too  sanguine  impressions ;  but  when  I 
advert  to  what  the  state  of  suri^us  revenue  was  during  the 
early  years  of  the  late  war,  and  compare  our  present  situation 
in  point  of  security  with  what  it  could  then  be  deemed  to  be, 
I  cannot  but  flatter  myself  with  a  much  more  fevourable  re- 
sult. India  has  already  exhibited  the  striking  fact  of  re- 
BOUTccs  not  deteriorated  even  by  a  war  expenditure  (the  in- 
crease of  assets  having  kept  pace  with  tbe  augmentation  of 
debt).  I  trust  your  Lordship  will  now  display  the  stiH  move 
gratifying  instauce  of  resources  capable,  even  in  the  anidst  of 
hoeUhties,  of  produdng  an  actual  ameUoration  of  the  Com* 
pany's  affairs. 

I  have  lately  bad  under  my  consideration  the  state  of  the 
revenues  of  tbe  Camatic,  and  the  claims  of  tbe  creditors  of 
tbe  Arcot  &mily,  both  native  and  European.  With  a  view  of 
ascertaining  to  what  extent  the  clums  of  creditors  of  any  des- 
cription can  reasonably  be  urged  against  the  Compuiy  now  in 
poaacssion,  I  have  recurred  to  tiie  principles  of  Sir  Archibald 
Campbell's  treaty,  and  examined  what  the  expense  is,  which 
may  &irly  be  chargeable  for  the  military  defence  of  the  Car- 
natic,  calculating  the  same  either  on  the  revenues  and  expense 
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generslly  of  oar  settlements  in  India,  or  on  the  separate  rere- 
nues  and  charges  of  Fort  St.  George.  In  the  latter  case,  after 
deducting  the  share  of  military  charge  proportionate  to  the 
revenues  of  the  Camatic,  and  the  payments  to  the  present 
Nabob  and  his  family,  the  residue,  exclusive  of  any  provi^on 
for  civil  charge  distinct  from  expenses  of  collecdon,  would  not 
exceed  £100,000  per  annum. 

If  the  calculation  be  made  upon  the  revenues  and  charges 
of  our  possessions  at  large,  the  residue  will  be  more  consider- 
able; as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  about  £180,000  per  annum, 
but  in  neither  of  these  calculations  is  any  allowance  made  for 
increased  charge  in  war* 

What  has  occurred  to  me  as  the  best  mode  of  terminating 
this  long  contested  and  painful  subject,  is  to  recur  to  your 
Lordship's  offer  to  the  Nabob  and  creditors  when  at  Madras, 
viz.  that  80  soon  as  the  present  fund  of  6,21,000  pagodas  ig 
liberated,  which  will  happen  early  in  1804,  that  one  half  shall 
go  to  liquidate  the  debt  due  to  the  Company,  the  other  half 
to  satisfy  the  demands  of  individuals.  This  will  give  the 
creditors  an  annual  charge  of  about  £135,000  a-year  upon  the 
revenues  of  the  Camatic,  whilst  the  Company  wiU  be  in  the 
receipt  of  about  eighteen  lacs  of  clear  revenue,  after  all  pay- 
ments made  to  the  Nabob  and  his  family,  instead  of  the  old 
subsidy  of  nine  lacs. 

From  the  moment  a  distinct  fund  is  assigned,  the  Company 
have  no  longer  an  interest  in  the  question  of  distribution.  It 
will  certainly  be  necessary  for  them  to  lend  their  aid  to  some 
system  of  investigation,  which  shall  do  justice,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, between  the  several  claimants,  until  it  shall  be  ascer- 
tained what  debts  shall  ultimately  be  allowed,  and  with  what 
rate  of  interest  they  shall  be  permitted  to  be  made  up.  No 
guess  can  be  formed  in  what  proportion  the  fund  will  be 
competent  to  satisfy  them. 

Mr.  Fordyce  has  shown  me  a.  list  of  clums,  which,  with 
the  interest  as  charged  by  the  respective  creditors,  fells  little 
short  gt  four  millions  sterling,  and  I  conclude  a  large  ad- 
ditional debt  is  owing  to  natives,  whose  demands  certainly 
stand  upon  at  least  as  good  grounds  as  those  of  our  country- 
men. 

When  the  sums  to  be  allowed  shall  once  be  ascertained,  I 
conceive  the  best  mode  will  be  to  issue  debentures  for  the 
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grots  amonnt,  bearing  sach  rate  of  interest  as  the  fiiad  of 
£125,000  will  admit  of.  By  making  the  debentures  transfer- 
able, the;  will  be  easily  negotiated,  and  when  they  find  their 
level  in  the  market  in  point  of  value,  the  Company,  if  they 
think  fit  to  relieve  the  Caroatic  from  this  charge,  can  buy  up 
these  securities  at  the  market  price. 

The  Chairs  concur  with  me  in  opinion  on  this  subject,  and 
will  bring  the  arrangement  before  the  Court,  as  soon  as  the 
pressure  of  more  urgent  business  will  permit, 

I  have  also  communicated  with  them  fully  on  the  necessity 
of  sending  your  Lordship  instructions  without  delay  relaUve 
to  the  College.  I  shall  not  resist  any  intimation  on  their  part 
of  a  desire  to  reserve  the  whole  or  any  points  of  the  question 
as  matter  for  future  deliberation,  but  shall  confine  my  inter- 
ference to  a  revocation  of  the  former  orders,  as  far  as  they  go 
to  a  dissolution  of  the  institution,  and  shaU  also  decline  con- 
curring in  any  material  alteration  of  the  establishment,  till  the 
Court  of  Directors  and  his  Majesty's  ministers  can  have  the 
advantage  of  communicating  wiUi  your  Lordship  in  person  on 
this  important  measure. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  despatch  without  apprizing  your 
Lordship  that  the  French  Government,  in  consideration  of  a 
pecuniary  arrangement,  has  agreed  to  make  over  Louisiana 
to  America.  This  happened  pending  our  negotiation,  and 
afforded  strong  proof  in  itself  of  the  expectation  of  a  rupture 
with  us. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord, 

with  great  regard,  very  »ncerely  yours, 
Castlerkagh. 


No.  LXXXIII. 
Ijird  Heian  to  the  Marqueu  fTelUtleg. 

(Most  Secret.) 

DowaiBf^  Street,  May  16,  1603. 
Mt  Lord,  [Received  Sept.  11,  1803.] 

The  discussions  between  bis  Majesty's  Government  and 
that  of  the  French  Republic  having  terminated  in  the  recall 
of  his  Majesty's  ambassador  from  Paris,  I  herewith  transmit 
a  copy  of  the  King's  message  to  both  houses  of  Parliament, 
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announcing  the  rupture  of  the  negotiation,  and  the  recom- 
mencement of  hostilities. 

I  have,  in  conBequetice,  received  the  King's  commands  to 
signify  to  your  Lordship  bis  Majesty's  pleasure  that  you 
adopt  without  delay  such  measures  as  you  may  deem  most 
effectttal  for  the  capture  of  any  French  ships  or  vessels,  or  of 
any  forts  or  possesaions  which  the  French  may  have  in  India, 
and  for  giving  the  most  complete  protecdon  to  the  trade  and 
dominions  of  the  Company. 

As  the  French  army  are  now  in  actual  possession  of  Hol- 
land, and  as  his  Majesty  will  feel  himself  under  the  necessity 
of  acting  hostilely  against  the  Batavian  republic,  unless  the 
Govemroeut  of  that  country  (which  is  extremely  improbable) 
should  be  able  to  induce  the  French  Government  forthwith 
to  withdraw  their  forces,  and  to  permit  that  state  to  observe 
neutrality,  I  am  further  directed  to  signify  to  your  Lordship 
his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  you  do  cause  to  be  detained  all 
Dutch  ships  and  property,  and  that  you  do  without  delay 
take  possession  of  all  the  setUements  belonging  to  the  Ba- 
tavian Government  on  the  continent  of  India  in  trust,  and 
under  an  explanation  that  they  will  he  restored  in  case  the 
Batavian  Republic  shall  remain  neutral. 

In  the  event  of  hostilities  with  this  country,  I  am  to  desire 
that  so  soon  as  you  shall  have  recovered  the  important  posi- 
tion of  Cochin,  you  proceed  with  the  utmost  expedition  to 
destroy  all  fortifications  thereof;  and  in  the  like  event  you 
will  be  authorized  to  take  measures  for  the  recovery  of  the 
Dutch  settlements  in  the  eastern  seas  lately  in  our  posses- 
sion; but  it  is  not  intended  that  any  extended  or  expensive 
expedition  either  against  the  Mauritius  or  Batavia,  should  he 
undertaken  without  special  orders  from  home. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

HOBABT. 
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No.  LXXXIV. 

Lieut. -General  Lake  to  the  Margaeu  f^eUetUg. 

Head  Qusrten,  Camp  opposite  Delhi, 
half-past  Seven  P.M.  iefX.  11, 1803. 
My  Lord,  [Received  at  Fort  William,  Sept.  23,  1803.] 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  after 
a  march  of  eighteen  miles  this  morning,  I  learnt  that  the 
enemy  in  great  force  under  Mr.  Louis,  had  crossed  the  Jumna 
from  Delhi,  with  the  intention  of  attacking  us. 

When  we  had  encamped,  we  found  our  outposts  were  at- 
tacked by  a  body  of  the  enemy.  On  reconnoitring  to  our 
front,  I  found  that  the  enemy's  whole  army  were  drawn  up 
in  order  of  battle,  I  immediately  ordered  out  the  whole  line, 
and  advanced  to  attack  them  in  front. 

The  enemy  opposed  to  us  a  tremendous  fire  from  a  nu- 
merous artillery,  which  was  uncommonly  well  served,  and 
caused  us  considerable  loss  in  officers  and  men,  but  I  have 
the  satiefactioR  to  add,  that  our  advance  under  a  most  heavy 
cannonade,  and  actual  charge  of  the  enemy,  at  about  one 
hundred  paces  distant,  caused  a  most  precipitate  retreat,  and 
left  in  our  possession  the  whole  of  their  artillery,. 

The  cavalry  pursued  the  fugitives  to  the  Jumna,  making 
great  havock,  and  numbers  were  drowned  in  attempting  to 
cross. 

In  short,  I  have  only  to  express  my  entire  approbation  of 
the  gallantry  of  the  troops  under  my  command  during  the 
whole  of  this  most  brilliant  action,  and  shall  have  the  honour 
to  detail  it  more  particularly  to-morrow,  which  the  lateness  of 
the  hour  prevents  me  doing  at  present. 

The  whole  army  was  under  arms  trom  three  this  morning 
till  this  moment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's 

Most  faithful  humble  servant, 
G.  Lake. 
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Lieai. -General  Lake  to  the  Marqaei*  H'elletleg. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp,  Delby  Ghaut.  Sept.  12,  1803. 
Mr  Lord,  [Receired  Sep.  24th,  1803.] 

My  letter  of  yesterday  will  have  informed  your  Lordship 
of  the  total  defeat  of  the  force  under  Mr.  Lewis.  The  late- 
nesB  of  the  hour  prevented  my  detailing  the  operations  of  the 
day  as  fully  as  I  could  hare  wished. 

I  cannot  find  terms  sufficiently  strong  to  express  the  high 
sense  I  entertain  of  the  gallant  Bervices  performed  by  the 
whole  of  the  officers  and  men  in  the  army  under  my  command. 

When  the  length  of  our  march  (upwards  of  eighteen  miles) 
is  considered,  the  fatigue  the  whole  army  underwent,  and  that 
we  were  exposed  to  a  most  galling  fire  from  the  enemy  of 
grape  and  chain  shot,  while  advancing  in  line,  the  operations 
of  yesterday  must  ever  reflect  the  highest  credit  on  all 
descriptions  of  troops  engaged ;  and  cannot  fail  of  striking 
the  enemy  with  the  dread  of  our  army,  and  prove  to  them, 
that  opposition  to  such  superior  discipline,  and  courage,  is 
useless. 

ToMajor-GeneralWare,  who  commanded  the  right  wing,and 
to  the  honourable  Major-General  St.  John,  who  commanded 
the  left,  I  feel  myself  under  infinite  obligations.  The  former, 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  received  a  very  severe  contusion  while  ad- 
vancing with  the  right  wing. 

Major-General  St.  John  was  opposed  to  the  enemy's  right, 
the  steadiness  and  ability  displayed  by  the  honourable  the 
Major-General,  quickly  surmounted  every  difficulty,  and 
forced  the  enemy  to  retire  in  disorder  with  very  heavy  loss. 

To  Colonel  St.  Leger,  who  commanded  the  cavalry,  my 
warmest  praises  are  due,  the  steadiness  and  gallantry  of  the 
whole  corps,  both  Europeans  and  natives,  under  a  formidable 
fire  of  artillery,  does  tbem  infinite  honour. 

Afler  the  gallant  and  steady  charge  of  his  Majesty's  76th 
regiment,  led  by  Captain  Boyce,  and  the  whole  of  the  infantry 
line,  who  advanced  to  within  one  hundred  paces  of  the  enemy 
without  taking  their  firelocks  from  their  shoulders,  when  they 
fired  a  volley,  and  rushed  on  with  the  bayonet  with  a  deter- 
mination nothing  could  resist,  had  forced  the  enemy  to  aban- 
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don  tlieir  formidable  artillery,  Colonel  St.  Leger,  with  the 
cavalry  under  his  command,  moved  rapidly  forward,  when  a 
general  slaughter  ensued ;  hy  a  well-timed  manoeuvre  of  the 
Colonel's  in  intercepting  their  retreat  to  the  Jumna,  much 
execution  was  done;  the  enemy's  confusion  was  such,  that 
many  were  drowned,  in  attempting  to  cross  the  river. 

To  Colonel  Horseford,  and  every  officer  of  the  corps  of 
artillery,  I  feel  myself  infinitely  indebted  for  their  meritorious 
exertions  on  this  occasion. 

The  number  of  the  enemy's  guns  already  collected,  is  be- 
tween fifty  and  sisty,  and  I  expect  many  more  before  the 
evening.  I  shall  have  the  honour  to  forward  a  regular  return 
of  the  enemy's  ordnance  to>morrow. 

I  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  many  officers  and  men  killed 
and  wounded  in  this  action,  returns  of  which  shall  be  trans- 
mitted for  your  Lordship's  information. 

From  the  extreme  heat  and  fatigue,  that  both  officers  and 
men  experienced,  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  Major  Middle- 
ton  of  the  3d  native  cavalry,  and  Comet  Sanguine  of  the  ^th 
light  dragoons,  as  well  as  of  several  European  soldiers,  who 
fell  Irom  the  efiects  of  the  sun. 

I  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  Captun  Robert  McGregor, 
(Persian  Interpreter  in  the  field,)  who  fell  when  advancing  in 
a  most  gallant  style. 

The  consequences  of  this  victory  are  the  evacuation  of  the 
city  and  forts  of  Delhi,  and  the  dispersion  of  the  enemy  in 
all  directions. 

At  the  earnest  request  of  his  Majesty,  who  is  anxious  to 
put  himself  under  the  protection  of  the  British  Government, 
I  shall  cross  the  river  with  my  army,  as  soon  as  a  sufficient 
number  of  boats  can  be  procured. 

My  stafiT,  as  usual,  conducted  themselves  to  my  entire  satis- 
faction, and  merit  my  wannest  approbation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's 
Most  futhfiil  humble  servant, 

G.  LuE. 

Killed  by  the  effects  of  the  bud— Major  Mitldleton,  3d,  oatiTe  cavalry ; 
Comet  Sanguine,  27lli,  light  dntgooDB.  Killed  in  action— Lieatenant 
Hill,  12th,  native  infantry ;  Uentenani  PrtslOD,  l&th,  native  infantry ; 
Ueatenanl  Aldeo,  and  Captun  McGregor.     Wounded— Oaptain  Covell, 
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27th  liKht  dragooni;  Cornet  Crowe,  Ctrnet  Muber,  2Dd,  nuive  cavilryi 
Cornet  SivindeM,  3d,  oatire  cavalry ;  Lieutenuit  McDonald,  76tb,  foot ; 
Lieutenant  Wroltesley,  Snd,  i  Captain  Matthews,  artillery. 
Theaboveis  the  most  correct  return  that  has  yet  been  recused.*— 4}.  L. 


No.  LXXXVI. 

Lieut.'General  Lake  to  the  Mar^aeu  fFeUeiley. 
My  Lord,  Septemher  12th,  1803. 

It  is  with  the  most  heartfelt  satiBfaction  that  I  now  congra- 
tulate you  upon  the  attainment  of  your  wishes.  The  action 
of  yesterday  was  so  decisive  and  proved  a  superiority  so  com- 
pletely, that  I  have  not  a  doubt  all  the  chieftains  will  come  in 
to  our  standard.  Louis  having  plundered  Delhi  with  the  few 
troops  he  had  left,  and  taken  himself  and  alt  his  vagabonds  off 
this  morning,  will  I  trust,  destroy  all  confidence  in  Frenchmen. 
Where  he  is  gone  I  know  not,  but  I  rather  believe  towards 
Agra.  I  imagine  that  the  few  men  he  has  with  him  will  go 
to  their  own  homes.  I  really  do  think  the  business  was  one 
of  the  most  gallant  actions  possible ;  such  a  fire  of  cannon 
has  seldom  been  seen  if  ever,  against  which  our  men  marched 
up  within  one  hundred  yards  without  taking  a  firelock  from 
off  their  shoulders,  when  they  gave  one  volley,  charged  in- 
stantly and  drove  the  enemy ;  then  they  opened  ranks  and  let 
the  cavalry  through,  who  did  their  duty  in  the  most  gallant 
and  judicious  manner  possible;  indeed  their  conduct  was 
remarkable  throughout  the  day.  From  having  detached  so 
l^ge  a  body  of  troops  to  the  ceded  provinces,  we  were  yes- 
terday most  considerably  outnumbered,  but  bis  Majesty's  76th 
regiment  did  set  such  an  example  that  could  not  fail  of  in- 
spiring every  creature  with  zeal,  energy,  and  spirit.  I  do  not 
think  there  could  have  been  a  more  glorious  day,  but  as  I 
may  be  thought  partial,  I  will  say  no  more,  but  leave  it  to 
others  to  relate  the  fact,  exaggerate  I  think  they  cannot. 

Now  my  dear  Lord,  I  hope  you  will  agree  with  me 
that  the  destruction  of  Perron's  troops  and  power  was  the 
first  object.  Added  to  which,  allow  me  to  state  my  reasons 
for  coming  on  to  Delhi,  which  were  as  follow — I  had  certain 
information  that  Louis  was  making  all  the  use  possible  of  the 

■  See  Appendix  for  complete  returna. 
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King's  name,  and  of  his  royal  prerogative,  and  I  thought  it 
most  probable  that  many  persona  with  the  concealed  design 
of  taking  advantage  of  the  present  times,  but  absolutely  in 
obedience  to  the  King's  mandate,  might  ei^er  jtun  Louis  or 
spread  over  the  Company's  provinces  for  the  sake  of  plunder. 
Another  reason  for  coming  to  Delhi,  was  considering  the 
character  of  Mr.  Louis  more  active,  and  perhaps  more  zea- 
lous than  Mr.  Perron,  and  considering  also  his  pet-sonal  con- 
nection with  the  Seiks,  I  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the 
crushing  of  these  poUtical  intrigues,  and  the  subversion  of 
his  French  connection  were  primary  objects,  and  that  nothing 
would  be  so  likely  to  accomplish  the  above  objects  as  the 
sudden  appearance  of  the  army  at  the  capital  of  Delhi,  and 
I  am  happy  to  say,  that  my  conjecturea  were  not  ill-founded, 
as  is  clearly  proved  by  the  ^ight  of  Mr.  Louis,  the  departure  of 
the  Seiks,  and  the  strong  desire  of  bis  Majesty  for  our  troops 
to  march  into  Delhi  that  he  may  be  placed  under  our  pro- 
tection. The  army  will  pass  the  moment  the  boats  come 
from  the  other  side.  Another  consideration  was,  that  if  the 
enemy  were  active,  vigorous,  and  enterprising,  our  provinces 
are  much  at  bis  mercy ;  the  movement  of  my  army  to  Agra 
might  save  the  lower  part  of  the  Doab,  but  the  upper  part, 
together  with  Rohilcund,  would  have  been  exposed  to  the 
depredations  of  Louis's  detachment,  and  as  he  possessed  Saba- 
runpore,  and  probably  expected  co-operation  from  the  Rohil- 
las,  he  would  probably  have  overrun  Rohilcund  with  greater 
facility  than  Perron  could  carry  bis  depredations  to  any 
considerable  extent. 

It  so  happens  that  from  all  I  can  learn,  and  by  a  letter  just 
received  from  Mr.  Leycester,  I  do  not  believe  at  this  moment 
any  commotion  is  Ukely  to  take  place,  particularly  after  the 
event  of  yesterday.  I  shall  most  undoubtedly  see  the  King 
of  Delhi  this  night  or  to-morrow  morning,  when  I  under- 
stand he  intends  going  through  the  form  of  delivering  the 
country  over  to  the  British  Government.  Your  Lordship 
may  depend  upon  my  attending  to  your  instructions  respect- 
ing his  Majesty.  Mr.  Mercer  is  not  yet  arrived,  but  I  ima- 
gine soon  will,  as  by  a  letter  this  day  received  from  him,  his 
negotiation  seems  in  a  most  forward  state. 

1  have  this  moment  learnt,  that  the  remaining  part  of  Louis's 
army  have  dispersed  in  different  directions,  and  that  the  coun- 
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try  people  are  so  enraged  at  their  plundering  them,  that  they 
have  retaliated  by  plundering  them  since  they  have  sepa- 
rated, and  killed  a.  great  many  of  them. 

I  comiot,  my  dear  Lord,  avoid  saying  in  the  moat  confiden- 
tial way  that,  in  the  event  of  a  foreign  foe  coming  into  thu 
country,  irithout  a  vert/  great  addition  offorceinEuropemu, 
the  consequences  will  be  fatal,  as  there  ought  alwdys  to  be 
(Nte  European  battalion  to  four  native  ones,  this  at  least  I 
think  necessary.  I  have  seen  a  great  deal  of  these  people 
lately,  and  am  quite  convinced  without  King's  troops  very 
little  b  to  be  expected,  in  short  the  infantry  of  this  army  as 
well  as  cavalry  should  be  new  modelled,  as  I  will  convince  yoor 
Lordship  when  I  am  so  fortunate  as  to  conduct  you  to 
Delhi,  which  I  sincerely  hope  will  be  very  shortly.  I  am 
not'  clear  which  way  I  shall  move  next,  but  rather  think  it 
may  be  toward  Agra,  which  place  must  fall  upon  our  ap- 
proach, I  apprehend  the  Seiks  if  assured  of  our  not  inter- 
fering with  their  government,  will  enter  into  a  treaty  of  amity 
with  us,  and  would  ensure  the  capture  of  the  fort  called 
Hansi,  late  George  Thomas's,  provided  we  would  promise  to 
destroy  it,  which  in  my  opinion  would  be  a  good  thing ;  I 
believe  at  present  there  are  a  great  ouny  of  Perron's  guns 
in  it,  which  might  be  got  by  this  means,  and  which  1  shall 
endeavour  to  do  vrithout  trouble  or  difficulty. 

I  trust  all  your  endeavours  will  be  crowned  with  success, 
and  reuuin, 

My  dear  Lord, 
Your  faithful  and  attached  servant, 
G.  Lakb. 


No.  LXXXVIL 

Ueut. -General  Lake  to  the  Martfueu  fFelletleg. 

He»d  Qiurten,  Camp,  uur  Delhy  Ghaut,  Sept.  13th,  1803, 
My  Lord,  [Received  ai  Port  Wlliain,  Sept.  26lU,  1903.] 

For  your  Lordship's  information,  1  have  the  honour  to  en- 
close a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  officers  and  men,  of 
the  army  under  my  command,  in  the  action  of  the  11th 
instant.* 

•  See  Appendix. 
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Your  Lordship  will  perceive  thnt  our  lois  baa  been  very 
great;  but  when  I  consider  that  we  moved  on  against  an  im- 
mense artillery,  of  nearly  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
many  of  a  very  large  calibre,  under  as  heavy  a  fire  as  I  have 
ever  been  witness  to ;  and  that  this  fire  was  directed  against 
a  line,  consisting,  on  the  most  correct  calculation,  of  not  more 
than  four  thousand  five  hundred  men,  including  cavalry,  artil- 
lery and  infantry ;  and  that  we  were  opposed  by  upwards  of 
four  times  that  number;  it  is  no  longer  a  matter  of  surpiize. 

It  is  necessary  to  remark,  that  we  bad  only  one  brigade  of 
cavalry,  consisting  of  the  S7th  light  dragoons,  and  the  Hi 
and  3d  regiments  of  native  cavalry ;  the  other  brigades  being 
detached  for  the  protection  of  our  own  provinces. 

The  more  I  reflect  on  the  glorious  affiitr  of  the  11th,  the 
more  forcibly  I  feel  the  bravery  and  intrepidity  displayed  by 
every  individual  composing  my  army,  I  cannot  find  words  to 
express  my  feelings  on  this  occasion,  nor  can  I  sufficiently 
lament  the  loss  of  many  brave  fellows  who  have  fallen. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  futhful  humble  servant, 

G.  Lakk. 


No.  LXXXVIIL 

Lietil.'Getterai  Lake  le  lie  Marqueu  fFette^. 

Head  QoarterR,  Gamp,  Delhy,  Sept.  14th,  1803. 
Mt  Lord,  [Received  Sept.  26lh,  IB03.] 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the  army 
this  morning  commenced  crossing  the  Jtunna.  I  trust  the 
whole  will  be  on  the  opposite  bank  by  the  evening  of  the 
third  day  from  hence. 

In  consequence  of  the  delay  occasioned  in  preparing  the 
necessary  presents,  I  shall  not  visit  bis  Majesty  until  the  16th 


I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  Colonel 
Macan  has  reported  to  me,  that  be  took  possession  of  the 
fort  of  Firozabad  on  the  9th  instant 

My  letter  of  the  7th  will  have  informed  your  Lordahip  of 
M.  Perron's  appBcation  for  leave  to  pass  through  the  Ho- 
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nourable  Company's  territories,  on  his  way  to  Lucknoir.  I 
hare  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  M.  Perron, 
accompanied  hy  Messrs.  Beckett  and  Fleury,  passed  Sarsnee 
on  the  ISth  instant;  the  latter  gentleman,  who  with  some 
difficulty  joined  M.  Perron,  informed  Colonel  Ball,  that  the 
horse  he  had  under  his  command  had  dispersed. 

I  learn  from  all  quarters,  that  the  dispersion  of  the  force 
that  opposed  me  on  the  llth,  is  most  complete;  and  I  ex- 
pect shortly  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  your  Lordship, 
that  Mons.  Bourquain,  alias  Louis,  and  the  other  French 
officers  in  his  army,  have  delivered  themselves  up,  as  they 
have  alreadv  requested  to  be  allowed  to  throw  themselves 
upon  the  protection  of  the  British  Government. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Ijord, 
your  Lordship's  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

G.  Lake. 


Fon  WUliam,  Sept.  I6tb,  1803. 

The  Governor  General  in  Council,  under  the  strongest 
impressions  of  public  gratitude,  notifies  to  the  army  his 
unfeigned  admiration  of  the  distinguished  conduct  of  the 
forces  employed  under  the  personal  command  of  his  Excel- 
lency General  Lake,  in  the  gallant  and  successful  assault  of 
the  strong  fort  of  Ally  Ghur  on  the  4ih  instant. 

The  proposals  of  surrender  offered  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  to  the  garrison  immediately  after  the  retreat  of  M. 
Perron's  forces,  afford  the  most  convincing  proof  that  the 
humanity  of  the  British  character  is  intimately  connected 
with  that  spirit  of  alacrity  and  valour,  which  marked  the 
Commander-in-Chiers  judicious  resolution  to  meet  the  obsti- 
nacy of  the  enemy  by  an  immediate  assault  of  the  place. 

The  judgment  and  energy  manifested  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  in  the  plan  of  the  attack,  correspond  with  the  intre- 
pidity, spirit,  and  perseverance  of  his  brave  officers  and 
soldiers,  in  executing  the  orders  of  their  -able  and  gallant 
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General ;  and  the  glorious  result  of  tbe  assault  has  consider- 
ably augmented  the  reputation  of  the  British  name  and  the 
honour  of  the  British  arms  in  India. 

The  Governor  General  in  Council  is  pleased  to  direct  the 
Commander-in-Chief  to  express  the  particular  and  most  dis- 
tinguished approbation  vith  which  his  Excellency  in  Council 
has  viewed  the  courage,  finnness,  and  ability,  displayed  by 
the  honourable  Lieut.-Colonel  Monson  in  leading  the  attack, 
under  circumstances  of  the  utmost  degree  of  difficulty  and 
danger.  A  strong  sense  of  the  interests  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  a  desire  to  witness  a  continuance  of  the  glorious 
success  of  the  British  arms  in  India,  render  the  Governor 
General  in  Council  sincerely  anxious  that  this  excellent 
officer,  (repeatedly  distinguished  by  his  conduct  in  various 
exigencies  of  the  service)  may  speedily  be  enabled  to  resume 
the  command  of  his  gallant  corps,  and  to  augment  bis  claims 
upon  tbe  gratitude  and  applause  of  his  country. 

The  Governor  General  in  Council  also  directs  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief to  signify  to  Lieut.-Colonel  Browne,  of  the 
1st  battalion  4th  regiment  native  infantry,  and  to  all  the 
officers  of  that  battalion,  that  his  Excellency  in  Council  enter- 
tains the  highest  sense  of  their  meritorious  exertions,  and 
warmly  approves  their  honourable  services. 

The  Governor  General  in  Council  also  desires  that  big 
particular  approbation  may  be  signified  to  Major  M'Leod  of 
the  76th  regiment,  to  Captain  Shipton  of  the  artillery,  and 
also  to  Lieut.-Colonel  Horseford,  Captains  Robertson  and 
Greene. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  that  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral in  Council  expresses  his  appUuse  of  tbe  bravery, 
discipline  and  steadiness,  of  the  men  of  bis  Majesty's  76th 
regiment,  and  of  tbe  corps  of  artillery,  as  well  as  of  all  the 
soldiers,  who  were  employed  on  this  brilliant  service. 

The  loss  of  Captain  Cameron,  Lieutenants  Fleming, 
Browne,  Campbell,  St.  Aubin,  and  Turton,  is  deplored  by 
the  Governor  General  in  Council  Their  country,  their 
Mends,  and  their  King,  will  however  receive  consolation  for 
that  loss,  in  reflecting  upon  the  glory  of  their  atchievements, 
and  upon  the  public  advantage  of  their  illustrious  example. 

The  Governor  General  in  Council  directs  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  to  signily  to  Mr.  Lucan  the  approbation  with  which 
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his  Ezcellency  in  Council  has  remarked  the  services  rendered 
by  that  gentleman  to  the  cause  of  his  native  country,  in  the 
spirited  exertion  of  British  courage  and  public  zeal.  It  is 
highly  satisfactory  to  his  Excellency  in  Council  to  observe 
this  meritorious  example  of  a  just  attention  to  the  duty  which 
every  British  subject  owes  to  the  British  Government  in 
India.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  will  not  fail  (o 
reward  the  services  of  Mr.  Lucan,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
recommended  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Governor  General  in  Council  relies  with  confidence 
on  the  approved  character  of  this  army,  and  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, that  their  unabated  magnanimity,  skill,  and 
perseverance,  will  be  attended  with  a  continuance  of  success, 
proportionate  to  the  Justice  of  our  cause,  and  to  the  supe- 
riority of  our  arms. 
By  command  of  hia  Excellency  the  moat  NobU 
the  Governor  OenenI  in  Council, 
L.  Hook,  Sec.  lo  Gutt.  Mil.  I>ept. 


No.  XC. 
Lienl.'  GfiunU  Lake  lo  the  Jf/argueti  IFelletley. 

Head  Quarten,  Delhy,  Sept  15tb,  1 803. 
Mr  Lord,  [Received  Sept.  28th,  1803.] 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  Messrs. 
Bourquun,  Geslin,  Guerinmier,  Del.  Perron,  and  Jean' Pierre, 
yesterday  delivered  themselves  up  prisoners. 

They  reside  for  the  present  in  the  fort  under  a  guard.  I 
shall  however  dispatch  them  in  a  few  days  imder  an  escort 
to  Futty  Ghur,  from  whence  they  will  emlwrk  for  the  Presi- 
dency. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  I  intend 
paying  my  first  visit  to  his  Majesty  to-morrow  morning. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  Lakh. 
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Lint.-ColoMl  Harcourl  to  Captain  Amiitroag,  Acting  ABIilarf  Seerttaiy 
lo  lie  Gocerimr- General. 

Sir,  Canp  Bt  Hanicktipatam,  Sept.  I6tb,  1803. 

I  hare  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  stating  to  you  for  the 
information  of  his  Excellency  the  most  noble  the  Governor- 
General,  that  I  shall  not  be  detained  at  this  place  beyond 
to-morrow,  when  I  shall  move  towards  Jaggemaut,  having  in 
two  days  passed  a  river  not  fordable,  near  a  mile  in  breadth, 
with  all  the  troops,  camp  equipage,  stores  and  cattle,  &c.  I 
have  also  landed  from  the  transport  vessels  two  18-poundera, 
with  their  carriages,  &c. 

If  it  had  not  been  for  uncommon  exertion  from  all  corps, 
each  individual  and  each  department  generally,  I  could  not 
possibly  have  so  expeditiously  effected  this  operation. 

I  shall  march  to-morrow  to  Nursingapatam,  and  from  thence, 
on  the  following  day,  to  Jaggemaut. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information 
of  his  Excellency  the  most  noble  the  Governor-General,  that 
although  I  am  encamped  in  the  midst  of  a  highly  cultivated 
coiuitry,  surrounded  by  villages,  whose  inhabitants  have  not 
deserted  them,  or  who  having,  at  the  moment  of  our  first 
taking  possession  of  this  part  of  the  Province  of  Cuttack,  left 
their  houses,  are  already  returned  to  them,  I  have  not  received 
a  single  complaint  My  bazaar  is  supplied  by  the  native  in- 
habitants, and  a  degree  of  confidence  and  security  is  mani- 
fested, and  I  trust,  from  the  measures  I  have  adopted,  is 
completely  experienced  and  established,  which  leaves  me  no 
more  reason  to  doubt  the  continuance  of  that  confidence  than 
I  have  to  doubt  the  continuance  of  the  security. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  Harcourt,  Lieut.  CoL 
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No.  XCII. 
Lieut. -General  Lake  to  the  Marqueti  /Felletlej/. 

Head  Quartera,  Camp,  Delhi.  Sept.  17th,  1803. 
Mr  Lord,  [Received  Sept.  30tfa,  1S03.] 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  io  con- 
Beqaence  of  the  hour  fixed  upon  by  his  Majesty,  I  yesterday, 
attended  by  the  chief  officers  of  the  army,  waited  on  his 
M^esty  at  his  palace  in  the  fort. 

Akber  Shah,  his  majesty's  eldest  son,  came  to  my  camp  to 
conduct  me. 

His  Majesty  received  me  seated  on  his  throne,  when  the 
presents  were  delivered,  and  the  forms  usual  on  those  occa- 
sions were  observed. 

His  Majesty  and  the  whole  Court  were  unanimous  in  testi- 
fying their  joy  at  the  change  that  has  taken  place  in  their 
fortunes. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's 
Most  faithful  humble  servant, 

G.  Lakk. 


No.  XCIII. 

Lieut.-General  Lake  to  the  Margueu  fFelleilei/. 
My  Lord,  Delhi,  Sept.  I7tb,  1803. 

Yesterday  was  passed  according  to  the  usual  forms  in  wait- 
ing upon  the  Kbg,  making  and  receiving  presents  from  his 
Majesty,  when  every  thing  was  properly  conducted  on  both 
sides. 

The  crossing  our  troops  is  a  most  tedious  operation  from 
the  scarcity  of  boats,  and  will  prevent  my  moving  towards 
Agra  before  the  S2d  instant,  on  which  day,  or  the  day  after, 
I  shall  hope  to  begin  my  march,  and  when  that  fort  is  taken 
I  shall  have  little  to  do  but  to  settle  the  country,  at  present 
of  course  we  must  adjust  somehttle  disorders  in  different  parts ; 
however,  they  are  so  trifling  that  they  are  easily  checked. 

The  want  of  rain  must  make  the  collections  very  uncertain, 
and  if  we  have  not  some,  the  consequences  will  be  fatal,  as  a 
famine  is  to  be  apprehended. 
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I  have  engaged  some  irregular  force  this  day  under  some 
Sirdars  lately  in  the  service  of  Perron ;  two  of  them  are  of 
high  character  in  that  line,  and  I  believe  to  be  depended 
upon,  at  least  aa  much  if  not  more  than  any  we  can  get. 
The  state  of  the  case  tny  dear  Lord  is,  tlie  immense  tract  of  ter- 
ritory we  have  gained  requires  a  great,  I  may  say,  a  very  great 
force  to  keep,  and  at  this  time  it  must  he  supposed  there  are 
numbers  of  people  that  will  avail  themselves  of  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  country  to  sow  dissensions,  and  endeavour 
either  to  throw  the  country  unto  confusion,  or  take  posses- 
sion of  land  and  property  of  others,  besides  various  reasons 
they  may  have  for  committing  depredations,  such  as  a 
disUke  to  any  change  of  government,  or  old  jealousies  and 
animosities  towards  their  neighbours.  All  these  considera- 
tions render  a  very  large  force  necessary,  and  as  from  my 
little  army  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  detach  any  more  into 
the  interior  of  the  now  acquired  part  of  the  Doab,  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  arrange  matters  for  the  protection  and 
tranquillity  of  it,  and  I  see  at  present  no  substitute  for  supplying 
the  place  of  our  troops,  but  having  that  description  of  people 
which  are  moat  likely  to  keep  the  people  in  order.  You  may 
depend  upon  it  I  will  not  have  one  man  more  than  is  necessary. 

The  rapidity  of  our  march  and  loss  in  action,  will  with 
wounded  and  sick  have  weakened  my  army  very  considera- 
bly, many  of  which  cannot  be  replaced,  and  those  men  that 
are  to  be  got  in  this  country.  Sepoys  I  mean,  will  require  time 
to  be  made  soldiers.  I  really  think  when  peace  is  restored, 
and  we  have  nothing  to  think  of  but  internal  arrangements 
that  our  army  is  not  by  any  means  equal  to  the  number  of 
posts  that  ought  to  be  occupied  to  prevent  depredations, 
which  we  are  always  liable  to  and  which  must  be  guarded 
against. 

After  this  is  done,  there  ought  always  to  be  a  disposable 
force,  and  I  would  have  that  respectable  and  not  very  small; 
if  your  Lordship  comes  to  see  your  new  territories,  which  I 
sincerely  hope  you  will,  I  am  convinced  you  will  see  the  neces- 
sity of  always  keeping  a  very  large  army  upon  this  Irontier. 
I  entreat  your  Lordship  if  possible,  to  come  up  this  season  if 
all  is  quiet  enough  to  allow  you  to  leave  Calcutta.  I  perceive 
by  the  letter  from  the  Court  of  Directors,  that  they  still  in- 
cline to  reduce  two  regiments  of  native  cavalry,  when  in  my 
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opinion  they  ouglit  to  raise  several  more,  the;  sJao  talk  of  one 
regiment  of  European  cavalry  for  Bengal,  in  my  opinion,  two 
at  the  least  \b  necessary,  and  my  firm  opinion  is,  that  five 
regiments  of  English  infantry  is  necessary  in  the  Bengal 
army,  and  those  kept  complete ;  I  have  seen  the  good  effects 
of  the  King's  troops,  and  am  most  thoroughly  convinced  that 
without  a  large  proportion  of  them  in  this  army,  our  pos- 
sessions in  this  country  cannot  be  secure. 

When  I  have  a  little  leisure,  I  will  if  your  Lordship  chooses 
it,  write  an  official  letter  upon  the  subject,  though  perhaps  it 
may  be  better  to  delay  it  till  I  can  exactly  ascertain  the  num- 
ber of  points  we  ought  to  have  posts  at. 

I  think  we  can  have  but  little  dependance  in  the  Sebundy 
corps  ;*  here  and  there  from  the  exertion  of  a  particular  man 
commanding  them  they  will  exert  themselves,  but  in  general  I 
fear  they  imagine  themselves  stationary,  get  into  habits  of 
their  own,  and  get  connected  too  much  with  the  inhabitants  > 
but  although  I  have  said  thus  much,  I  should  be  sorry  if 
any  alteration  took  place  respecting  these  corps  Ull  I  can 
have  some  private  conversation  with  your  Lordship.  I  think 
it  is  possible  the  new  plan  of  your  Lordship  in  forming  pro- 
vincial battalions  may  prove  much  more  useful  from  being 
under  martial  law,  but  the  same  objection  still  exists  in  the 
men  becommg  too  intimately  connected  with  the  natives  of 
that  country  in  which  they  are  raised. 

I  suspect  nothing  but  regular  battalions  will  answer  the 
purpose  of  keeping  the  country  in  order,  and  they,  as  I  told 
you  in  a  former  letter,  require  much  alteration  in  their  system 
which  is  radically  bad. 

I  imagine  Agra  will  cause  us  but  little  trouble  and  if  I 
dared  to  divide  my  army,  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  me  to 
go  there,  but  I  have  so  many  reasons  which  I  shall  not  com- 
mit to  paper,  but  keep  them  for  your  private  ear,  for  being 
with  them  that  I  am  determined  not  to  separate  them. 

The  army,  I  am  happy  to  say,  are  in  high  spirits,  and  I 
flatter  myself  ready  to  do  anything  I  ask  of  them.  Their  good 
humour,  patience,  and  readiness  to  obey  any  orders  of  mine 
is  delightful  and  most  satisfactory,  and  gives  me  the  greatest 
confidence  in  them. 

I  hear  Monson  is  going  on  well,  he  is  a  most  excellent  man 
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and  incomparable  ofScer.    I  cannot  express  how  much,  I 
adsture  his  conduct  at  Alighur. 

If  we  could  get  hold  of  those  brigands  from  the  Deccan, 
not  a  Frenchman  would  be  left  in  the  country. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord, 
With  real  attachment  most  truly  youra, 
G.  Lake. 
I  forgot  to  say,  that  I  looked  upon   the  strong  fort   at 
Ilansi  to  be  ours,  as  there  are  very  few  persons  in  it,  and 
the  person  who  commands  has  sent  to  say,  he  will  give  it  up 
to  me  if  I  can  send  troops,  which  will  be  difficult,  he  there- 
fore will  keep  it,  as  the  people  be  has  in  it  are  entirely  his. 


No.  XCIV. 
Lieut  j-Colonet  Hareeurt  to  Captain  Armttrong. 
Sir,  Camp  at  JaxKeniaut,  Sept.  IB,  1803. 

I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  state  to  his  Excellency  the 
Most  Noble  the  Governor-General,  that  we  have  this  day 
taken  possession  of  the  city  of  Jaggernaut. 

Upon  application  from  the  chief  Brahmins  of  the  Pagoda, 
I  have  afforded  them  guards  (of  Hindoos)  and  a  most  satis- 
factory confidence  b  shewn  by  the  brahmins,  priests,  and  offi- 
cers of  the  Pagoda,  and  by  the  inhabitants  of  Jaggernaut, 
both  in  their  present  situation,  and  in  the  future  protection 
of  the  British  Government. 

From  the  general  good  conduct  of  the  troops  under  my 
command,  and  from  the  strict  attention  which  has  been  paid 
to  my  orders  for  preventing  all  interference  with  the  inhabi- 
tants and  natives,  framed  under  the  express  injunctions  of  his 
Excellency  the  Most  Noble  the  Governor-General,  not  a 
single  complaint  has  been  made  to  me ;  though  I  have,  by 
every  practicable  means,  invited  a  direct  communication  of  the 
least  deviation  from  this  important  duty. 

I  humbly  beg  leave  to  congratulate  his  Excellency  the  Most 
Noble  the  Governor-General  on  this  important  acquisition  to 
tbe  British  possessions  in  India. 

I  have  the  honour  Co  be,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant,    '. 

G.  Harcourt. 

VOL.  III.  Y 
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Ko.  XCV. 
Ueut.-Gentrat  Late  to  the  Marqueu  ^eUtthy. 

Mr  Lord,  Delhi,  Sept.  23,  1803.  , 

I  have  been  honoured  with  your  letters  of  the  10th 
instant,  both  of  whioh  have  been  most  gratifying  to  my 
feelings,  and  I  can  assure  your  Lordship  that  the  army  have 
been  highly  pleased  and  flattered  by  your  very  handsome 
order  respecting  them.  I  really  want  words  to  express  how 
sensible  I  am  of  your  kindness  and  friendship  to  me  upon 
all  occasions,  and  most  particularly  so  for  the  high  opinion 
you  entertun  of  my  son,  and  your  good  intentions  towards 
him.  He  has  been  with  the  King,  and  exceedingly  well  re- 
ceived by  him ;  but  I  did  not  send  him  in  the  first  instance, 
and  his  Majesty  has  honoured  him  with  a  title.  I  could  not 
leave  him  with  the  K.ing,  as  from  his  being  so  young  a  major, 
he  could  not  command ;  and  indeed  I  have  no  one  in  this 
army  at  all  equal  to  the  situation  but  Lieut. -Colonel  Ochter- 
lony,  (whose  loss  about  myself  I  shall  feel  moat  severely)  who 
I  have  left  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  his  Majesty  and 
commanding  the  troops ;  I  have  the  firmest  reliance  upon  his 
probity,  honour,  and  good  sense,  and  think  his  manners  with 
the  natives  appear  to  be  well  calculated  for  the  responsible 
post  I  have  placed  him  in.  He  is  the  only  man  that  I  have 
seen  since  I  came  to  India  that  I  could  repose  much  confidence 
in,  but  I  feel  perfectly  secure  of  him,  which  you  may  easily 
imagine  from  knowing  how  I  am  situated  in  regard  to  confi- 
denUal  people  ;  he  has  been  a  great  relief  to  me,  and  of  course 
the  parting  from  him  will  be  severely  felt  by  me.  However, 
1  must  resign  him  for  a  moment  for  the  public  good,  and  not 
diink  of  my  own  private  interests.  I  believe  nothing  I  could 
have  said  to  my  son,  or  given  him,  would  have  made  him 
happy  in  being  lefl  here ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  convinced, 
although  he  would  readily  have  acquiesced  in  any  wish  of 
mine,  he  would  have  been  wretched  if  left  behind  the  army. 
I  really  do  think  he  is  a  most  promising,  officer;  indeed,  I 
may  say,  (though  a  father)  without  partiality,  that  he  is  far 
beyond  anything  I  could  have  expected  at  his  years,  and  that 
in  my  opinion,  with  a  little  more  experience,  with  the  love  be 
has  for  his  profession,  he  will  make  a  figure  in  Imtory  as  a 
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Boldier.  He  is  of  amazing  use  to  me  in  the  Geld,  and  were 
I  not  prevented,  from  delicacy,  I  should  mendon  bis  name  in 
very  high  terms  in  all  my  despatches.* 

I  shall  move  for  Agra  to-morrow,  and  hope  before  fifteen 
days  are  at  an  end,  to  report  it  yours. 

It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  see  by  a  despatch  from 
Captain  Armstrong  that  my  movements  have  been  precisely 
as  you  wished,  and  am  most  happy  that  events  have  been 
so  favourable,  and  have  only  to  pray  God  they  may  continue 
so. 

I  have  held  a  Durbar  this  morning  for  all  the  nobles  of  the 
Court,  and  others,  who  were,  I  hope,  pleased  with  their  recep- 
tion ;  they  declare  themselves  attached  to  the  English,  which 
we  most  wish  to  be  the  case,  and  believe  it ;  they  of  course  are 
Uke  the  king,  much  reduced  in  circumstances.  I  am  this  even- 
ing to  take  leave  of  bia  Majesty. 

Believe  me  ever,  my  dear  Lord, 
your  attached  and  faithful  servant, 

G.  Lake. 


The  Hen.  Majer-Generai  fFeUeilep  lo  the  Marqaea  ff^elletley. 

Camp  at  Aflame,  Sept.  24,  1803. 
My  Lord,  [Received  Oct.  30,  1803. 

I  was  joined  by  Major  Hill  with  the  last  of  the  convoys 
expected  from  the  river  Kistna  on  the  18th,  and  on  the  iiOth 
was  enabled  to  move  forward  towards  the  enemy,  who  had 
been  joined  in  the  course  of  the  last  seven  or  eight  days  by 
the  infantry  under  Colonel  Pohlman,  by  that  belonging  to 
Begum  Humroo,  and  by  another  brigade  of  infantry,  the  name 
of  whose  commander  I  have  not  ascertained.  The  enemy's 
army  was  collected  about  Bokerdun,  and  between  that  place 
and  JafiSerabad. 

I  was  near  Colonel  Stevenson's  corps  on  the  Slst,  and  had 
a  conference  with  that  officer,  in  which  we  concerted  a  plan 
to  attack  the  enemy's  army  with  the  divisions  under  our  com- 

*  Had  the  life  of  this  promisioK  younj;  officer  been  spared,  he  noulil 
probably  ham  realised  hi*  Other's  espectalioni,  bul  he  fell  at  RoUqa  in 
PortVKsl,  OD  the  17th  of  Auf^iut,  1808.— [frf.] 
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mand  on  the  S4th  in  the  morning,  and  we  marched  on  the 
fi2nd,  Colonel  Stevenson  by  the  western  route,  and  I  by  the 
eastern  route  round  the  hills  between  Budnapour  and 
Jalna. 

On  the  23rd  I  arrived  at  Kauhiiah,  and  there  received  a 
report  thatScindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  had  moved  off  in 
the  morning  with  their  cavalry,  and  that  the  infantry  were 
about  to  follow,  but  were  still  in  camp  at  the  distance  of  about 
six  miles  from  the  ground  on  which  I  had  intended  to  en- 
camp. It  waa  obvious  that  the  attack  was  no  longer  to  be 
delayed ;  and  having  provided  for  the  security  of  my  bag- 
gage and  stores  at  Naulniah,  I  marched  on  to  attack  the 
enemy. 

I  found  the  whole  combined  army  of  Sctndiah  and  the 
Rajah  of  Berar  encamped  on  the  bank  of  the  Kaitna  river, 
nearly  on  the  ground  which  I  bad  been  informed  that  they 
occupied.  Their  right,  which  consisted  entirely  of  cavalry, 
was  about  Bokerdun,  and  extended  to  their  corps  of  in&ntry, 
which  were  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Assye.  Al- 
though I  came  first  in  front  of  their  right,  I  determined  to 
attack  their  left ;  as  the  defeat  of  their  corps  of  infantry  was 
most  likely  to  be  effectual ;  accordingly  I  marched  round  to 
their  left  flank,  covering  the  march  of  the  column  of  infantry 
by  the  British  cavalry  in  the  rear,  and  by  the  Mabratta  and 
Mysore  cavalry  on  the  right  flank. 

We  passed  the  river  Kaitna  at  a  ford  beyond  the  enemy's 
left  flank,  and  I  formed  the  infantry  immediately  in  two  lines, 
with  the  British  cavalry  as  a  reserve  in  a  third,  in  an  open 
space  between  that  river  and  a  nullah  running  parallel  to  it. 
The  Mabratta  and  Mysore  cavalry  occupied  the  ground  be- 
yond the  Kaitna  on  our  left  flank,  and  kept  in  check  a  large 
body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  which  had  followed  our  march 
from  the  right  of  their  own  position. 

The  enemy  had  altered  the  position  of  their  infantry  pre- 
vious to  our  attack ;  it  was  no  longer,  as  at  first,  along  the 
Kaitna ;  but  extended  ft-om  ^at  river  across  to  the  village  of 
Assye  upon  the  Nullah,  which  was  upon  our  right.  We  at- 
tacked them  immediately,  and  the  troops  advanced  under  a 
very  hot  fire  from  cannon,  the  execution  of  which  was  terrible. 
The  picquets  of  the  infantry,  and  the  74th  regiment,  which 
were  on  the  right  of  the  first  and  second  lines,  suffered  par- 
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tioularly  from  the  fire  of  the  guns  on  the  left  of  the  enemy's 
position  near  Assye.  The  enemy's  cavalry  Also  made  an  at- 
tempt to  charge  the  74th  regiment  at  the  moment  when  they 
were  most  exposed  to  this  fire,  but  they  vere  cut  up  by  the 
British  cavalry,  which  moved  on  at  that  moment.  At  length 
the  enemy's  line  gave  vay  in  all  directions,  and  the  British 
cavalry  cut  in  among  their  broken  infantry ;  but  some  of  their 
corps  went  off  in  good  order,  and  a  fire  was  kept  up  on  our 
troops  from  many  of  the  guns  from  which  the  enemy  had  been 
first  driven,  by  individuals  who  had  been  passed  by  the  line 
under  the  supposition  that  they  were  dead. 

Lieut.-Colonel  MaxweU,  with  the  British  cavalry,  charged 
one  large  body  of  infantry,  which  bad  retired,  and  was  formed 
again,  in  which  operation  be  was  killed ;  and  some  time 
elapsed  before  we  could  put  an  end  to  the  straggling  fire, 
which  was  kept  up  by  individuals  from  the  guns  from  which 
the  enemy  were  driven.  The  enemy's  cavalry  also,  which  had 
been  hovering  round  us  throughout  the  action,  was  still  near 
us.  At  length,  when  the  last  formed  body  of  infantry  gave 
way,  the  whole  went  off,  and  left  in  our  bands  ninety  pieces 
of  cannon. 

This  victory,  which  was  certainty  complete,  has,  however, 
cost  us  dear.  Your  Excellency  will  perceive  by  the  inclosed 
return,  that  our  loss  in  officers  and  men  has  been  very  great ; 
and  in  that  of  Lieut-Colonel  Maxwell  and  other  officers, 
whose  names  are  therein  included,  greatly  to  be  regretted. 

I  cannot  write  in  too  strong  terms  of  the  conduct  of  the 
troops ;  they  advanced  in  the  best  order,  and  with  the  great- 
est steadiness,  under  a  most  destructive  fire,  against  a  body 
of  infantry  far  superior  in  numbers,  who  appeared  determined 
to  contend  with  them  to  the  last,  and  who  were  driven  from 
their  guns  only  by  the  bayonet;  and  notwithstanding  the 
numbers  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  the  repeated  demonstra- 
tions they  made  of  an  intention  to  charge,  they  were  kept  at 
a  distance  by  our  infantry. 

I  am  particularly  indebted  to  Lieut-Colonel  Harness,  and 
Lieut-Colonel  Wallace,  for  the  manner  in  which  they  con- 
ducted their  brigades;  and  to  all  the  officers  of  the  staff  for 
the  assistance  I  received  from  them.  The  officers  command- 
ing brigades,  nearly  all  those  of  the  staff,  and  the  mounted 
officers  of  the  infantry  had  their  horses  shot  under  them. 
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I  bare  also  to  draw  your  ExceHency'a  notice  to  the  cooduct 
of  the  cavalry  commanded  by  Lieut-Colonel  Maxwell,  par- 
ticularly that  of  the  19th  dragoons. 

The  enemy  are  gone  off  towards  the  Adjuntee  Ghaut,  and 
I  propose  to  follow  them  as  soon  as  I  can  place  my  captured 
guna  and  the  wounded  in  security. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 
and  faithful  humble  servant, 

Arthur  Weixeslky. 
Colonel  Stevenson  arrived  this  morning  at  Bokerdun,  and 
I  imagine  that  he  will  be  here  this  evening. 


No.  XCVIL 

Lord  Ht)baTt  to  the  Vargueit  H^eiUilqf. 

Downing  Street,  2Dd  May,  1803. 
My  Lord,  [Received  25th  September,  1803.] 

I  am  commanded  by  the  King,  to  signify  to  you  his  Ma- 
jesty's most  gracious  permission  to  accept,  and  to  wear  the 
honour  conferred  upon  your  Lordship  by  the  Grand  Signior, 
in  the  order  of  the  Crescent  of  the  first  rank ;  and  I  am  fur- 
ther commanded  to  desire  that  your  Lordship  will  notify  the 
same  gracious  permission  to  Major-General  Baird,  and  to  the 
other  officers  who  have  received  similar  honours  from  the  Otto- 
man Court. 

The  King  has  also  approved  of  your  Lordship  having  worn 
the  insignia  of  the  said  order,  and  of  your  having  authorized 
the  officers  above-mentioned  to  wear  the  respective  badges 
transmitted  to  them  by  the  Grand  Signior,  until  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  should  be  made  known  to  you. 

In  executing  these  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  commands, 
I  cannot  refrtun  from  offering  to  your  Lordship  my  sincere 
and  cordial  congratulations  upon  this  distinguished  mark  of 
his  sublime  Higbness's  just  appreciation  of  the  important  ser- 
vices rendered  by  your  Lordship's  government,  to  the  alUed 
cause  in  Egypt. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

HOBART. 
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No.  xcvm. 

Tht  Marqueu  WeUetley  to  Lord  HUart. 

My  Lord,  Fort  WHUm,  Septrmber  26tb,  1803. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Lordship's  despatch  of  the  Snd  of  May,  1803,  signifying  to  me 
his  Majesty's  most  gracious  permisBion  to  accept,  and  to  wear 
the  order  of  the  Crescent  of  the  first  rank,  conferred  upon 
me  by  the  Grand  Signior. 

I  request  your  Lordship  to  submit  to  bis  Miyesty  the 
dutiful  sense  of  gratitude  with  which  I  have  received  this 
distinguished  mark  of  his  Majesty's  favour. 

I  have  received  with  great  satisfaction  bis  Majesty's 
approbation  of  my  conduct,  in  having  authorized  Major 
General  Baird,  and  the  other  officers,  who  have  received 
similar  honours  from  the  Ottoman  Porte,  to  wear  the  res- 
pective badges  transmitted  to  them  by  the  Grand  Signior 
unHl  his  Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  made  known  to  me. 
In  conformity  to  his  Majesty's  commands,  I  have  communi- 
cated in  public  orders  to  the  officers  above-mentioned,  the 
notification  of  his  Majesty's  gracious  pemiiBsion  to  accept, 
and  to  wear  the  honours  conferred  on  them  respectively  by 
the  Ottoman  Forte. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  requesting  your  Lord- 
ship to  accept  the  expression  of  my  most  cordial  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  obliging  manner  in  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  signify  to  me  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  com- 
mands on  this  occasion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Wellbslet. 


No,  XCIX. 

7%e  MarqutM  /Fellethf  to  Lord  Hobart. 

(Official  and  Secret.) 

Mt  Lord,  Fort  VmiiMO,  S«pt.26th,  1803. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Lordship's  despatch  noted  in  the  margin,*  and  of  the  copy 
which  is  enclosed  of  his  Majesty's  message  to  both  Houses  of 

■  Dated  17tli  May,  1803 ;  recdred  I  Ith  September,  1803. 
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Parliament,  announcing  the  rupture  of  the  negotiation  widi 
the  French  Government,  and  the  recommencement  of  hos- 
tititiea. 

3.  In  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  commands  signified  in  your 
Lordship's  letter,  I  have  issued  the  necessary  orders  for  the 
capture  of  all  French  ships  and  vessels  in  India,  and  have 
adopted  the  most  effectual  measures  within  my  power  for  the 
protection  of  the  trade  and  dominions  of  the  Company. 

3.  My  despatch  of  the  1st  of  August,  1803,"  will  have 
apprized  your  Lordship  that,  until  that  time,  I  had  deemed 
it  to  he  necessary  to  withhold  the  restitution  of  all  forts  and 
possessions  on  the  Continent  of  India  conquered  from  the 
French  during  the  war. 

4.  Having  received  no  further  intiouition  of  the  station, 
destination,  or  designs  of  General  De  Caen,  nor  any  advice 
from  Europe,  which  could  justify  any  change  of  my  former 
determination,  all  the  forts  and  possessions  of  the  French 
on  the  Continent  of  India  conquered  during  the  war,  still 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  British  Government,  under  the 
operation  of  my  orders  of  the  24th  of  November,  1802,  and 
9th  of  July,  1 803,  to  which  my  despatch  of  the  1  st  of  August, 
1803,  referred. 

5.  In  consequence  of  my  instructions  to  Lord  Olive  of  the 
9th  of  July,  1803,  (of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed  to  your  Lord- 
ship in  my  despatch  of  the  Ist  of  August,  1S03,)  I  entertain 
no  doubt  that  Lord  William  Bentinck  has  compelled  M. 
Birrot  and  the  French  troops  at  Pondicberry,  to  surrender  as 
prisoners  of  war,  and  has  adopted  the  necessary  measures 
with  respect  to  such  subjects  of  France  as  may  have  been 
found  within  the  limits  of  his  Lordship's  government,  imme- 
diately upon  receiving  a  copy  of  his  Majesty's  commands  of 
the  17th  of  May,  1803. 

6.  His  Majesty's  pleasure  respecting  the  detention  of 
Dutch  ships  and  property,  under  the  reservations  stated  by 
your  Lordship  will  he  strictly  obeyed.  With  regard  to  the 
settlements  belonging  to  the  Batavian  Government,  on  the 
Continent  of  India,  no  commissary,  or  public  officer  authorized  ^ 
by  that  government  to  claim  the  possession  of  any  of  those 
settlements  having  yet  arrived  in  India,  all  the  settlements  on 

•  See  Appendix. 
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dw  Continent  of  India  conquered  from  the  Datcfa  during  the 
war,  actually  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. 

7.  Your  Lordship  will  observe  that  even  if  a  claim  bad 
been  preferred  by  any  commissary,  or  other  public  officer, 
duly  authorized  to  demand  possession  of  any  of  the  settle- 
ments of  the  Batavian  Government  on  theContinent  of  India, 
my  orders  of  the  ^h  of  November,  1802,  and  of  the  9tb  of 
July,  1803,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  would  have 
prevented  the  restitution  of  any  such  settlements  to  the  Ba- 
tavian Government,  until  his  Majesty's  further  commands 
could  have  been  received. 

8.  In  the  actual  state  of  affairs  in  India,  tbe  security  of 
the  Company's  possessions  will  demand  the  immediate  demo- 
lition of  the  fortiiicstiona  of  Cochin,  and  although  I  have  not 
yet  transmitted  any  special  instructions  to  the  Government  of 
Fort  St.  George  on  that  subject,  I  entertain  a  confident  ex- 
pectation that  the  vigilance  of  Lord  William  Bentinck  will 
have  induced  hie  Lordship  to  anticipate  my  opinion  with 
regard  to  that  important  position.  Your  Lordship  may  rely 
on  a  full  and  early  communication  of  my  sentiments  and  pro- 
ceedings respecting  Cochin,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  you  will 
sanction  the  justice  and  policy  of  those  considerations,  which 
demand  the  immediate  demolition  of  the  fortifications  of  that 
place. 

9.  Of  the  Dutch  settlements  in  the  Eastern  Seas,  con- 
quered during  the  war,  the  possession  of  Malacca  has  been 
retained  under  the  general  operation  of  my  instructions,  but 
restitution  of  the  Moluccas  has  been  made  to  certun  persons 
acting  in  the  name  of  the  Batavian  RepubliCi  under  circum- 
stances which  will  require  your  Lordship's  special  notice,  and 
will  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  despatch.  It  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  be  practicable  to  make  any  attempt  to  re- 
cover the  Moluccas  at  the  present  moment,  but  your  Lord- 
ship may  rely  upon  my  most  earnest  exertion  to  accomplish 
his  Majesty's  commands  in  this  respect  at  the  earliest  prac- 
ticable period  of  time. 

10.  The  same  considerations  which  prevent  in  the  present 
crisb  any  attempt  against  the  Moluccas,  must  necessarily 
preclude  any  extended  or  expensive  expedition  against  the 
Mauritius  or  Batavia. 
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.  II.  Your  Lordship  may,  however,  be  assured  that,  even 
in  the  probable  event  of  an  early  and  prosperous  termination 
of  the  existing  contest  between  the  British  Government  in 
India  and  the  confederated  Mahratta  chieftains,  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  undertake  any  expedition  either  against  the  Mau- 
ritius or  Batavia. 

l!f.  No  expedition  could  be  undertaken  against  either  the 
Mauritius  or  Batavia  with  any  prospect  of  success  unless  the 
armament  should  be  formed  upon  a  scale  of  such  extent  as 
should  be  superior  to  the  strength  of  the  fortifications  and 
garrisons  of  the  places  to  be  attacked. 

13.  Your  Lordship  is  fully  apprized  that  any  armament 
formed  upon  such  a  scale  against  either  of  those  strong  places 
must  be  of  considerable  extent,  and  that  it  must  consequently 
involve  a  degree  of  expense  proportioned  to  the  important 
objects  which  it  must  be  calculated  to  accomplish. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Welleslby; 


T7u  GwemOT  General  in  Council  to  the  HonouriAle  the  Secret  Committee 
of  Che  Honourable  the  Court  of  Direclorr. 

Honourable  Sirs,  Fort  WiUiBra,  Sept.  25th,  1803. 

1.  In  our  address  to  your  Honourable  Committee  of  the 
1st  of  August,*  the  Governor-General  in  Council  communi- 
cated to  your  Honourable  Committee  the  state  of  the  nego- 
tiations between  the  British  Government  and  Dowlut  Rao 
Stundiah,  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  at  the  date  of  our  latest 
advices  Jrom  the  Resident  at  Scindiah's  court.  The  disposi- 
tion manifested  by  those  chieftains  at  that  period  of  time, 
afforded  the  strongest  indication  of  a  resolution  on  their  part 
to  persist  in  their  refusal  to  comply  with  the  just  and  reason- 
able demands  of  the  British  Government  by  withdrawing  their 
armies  Irom  the  menacing  position  which  they  had  occupied 
on  the  frontier  of  the  Nizam.  The  Resident,  however,  con- 
tinued to  employ  every  practicable  endeavour  to  effect  a 
change  in  the  sentiments  and  conduct  of  those  chieftains,  but 

•  Sec  p.  265. 
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vithout  success ;  and  the  negotiation  finally  terminated  by 
the  departure  of  the  Resident  from  the  camp  of  Dowlut  Hab 
Scindiah  on  tbe  3d  of  August.* 

S.  The  result  of  these  negotiations  having  now  placed  the 
British  Government  in  a  state  of  war  with  the  confederated 
chieftuns,  the  Governor-General  in  Council  deems  it  proper, 
with  ft  view  to  enable  your  Honourable  Committee  to  form  a 
judgment  of  the  hostile  disposition  of  those  chieftains  and  of 
the  unavoidable  necessity  of  resorting  to  arms  for  the  defence 
and  security  of  our  rights  and  interests,  and  those  of  our 
alhes,  to  state  the  progress  of  the  late  discussions  between 
the  Resident  and  the  confederates  with  as  much  detul  as  the 
compass  of  a  despatch  overland  will  admit. 

3.  It  is  necessary  to  apprize  your  honourable  Committee 
in  this  place,  that  on  the  ITth  June  tbe  Governor-General 
received  information,  which  his  Excellency  considered  to  be 
authentic,  that  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  had  addressed  letters 
to  Ghannee  Behauder  and  Himmut  Behaudur  (the  officers 
exercising  the  chief  authority  on  the  part  of  his  Highness 
the  Peishwa  in  the  province  of  Bundelcuud)  requiring  them 
to  be  prepared  to  co-operate  with  the  confederated  Mahratta 
armies  in  hostile  measures  against  the  British  possessions, 
and  that  Dhurrum  Rao,  the  commanding  o£Bcer  of  a  consi- 
derable body  of  horse  which  had  been  despatched  by  Scindiah 
in  the  month  of  April  to  Kalpee,  a  station  on  the  north-west- 
em  bank  of  the  Jumna  contiguous  to  the  British  territories, 
had  received  orders  from  Scindiah  to  the  same  efiect. 

4.  On  receipt  of  this  information,  the  Governor-General 
deemed  it  proper  to  direct  the  Resident  to  require  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah  to  acknowledge  or  to  disavow  those  orders; 
and  accordingly  at  a  conference  between  the  Resident  and 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  holden  on  the  ISth  July,  the  Resident 
stated  the  substance  of  that  information  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
diah, and  required  him  to  declare  whether  he  had  actually 
issued  orders  of  the  nature  described. 

5.  In  reply  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  assured  the  Resident,  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  that  he  had  never  issued  such 
orders  either  to  the  Peishwa's  officers  in  Bundctcund,  or  to 

•  See  p.  277. 
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Dhuirutn  Rao,  and  that  the  latter  chieftun  had  been  espe- 
cially directed  to  respect  the  British  territories. 

6.  The  amicahle  tenor  of  the  language  and  behaviour  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  at  this  interview,  induced  the  Resident 
to  renew  the  Bubject  of  Scindiah's  return  to  Hindostan ;  in 
answer  to  the  Resident's  observations  on  that  subject,  Scin- 
diah's principal  minister  replied,  that  as  soon  as  Scindiah 
and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  should  receive  favourable  answers  to 
the  letters  which  they  had  lately  addressed  to  the  Governor- 
General,  those  chieftains  would  repair  to  their  respective 
countries. 

7.  The  Governor-General  having  declared  in  his  letters  to 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  that  the  Bri- 
tish Government  had  no  intention  to  disturb  the  established 
order  of  the  Mahratta  state,  and  those  chieftains  having  dis- 
tinctly acknowledged  that  the  treaty  of  Bassein  contained  no 
stipulations  injurious  to  their  rights,  the  assurance  which  the 
letters  of  those  chieftains  required,  that  the  British  Govem- 
tnent  and  the  Peishwa  entertained  no  designs  to  subvert  the 
engagements  subsisting  between  his  Highness  and  the  feuda- 
tory chieftains  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  had  been  in  fact 
antidpated ;  and  the  confirmation  of  it  could  not  justly  be 
considered  by  those  chieftains  to  be  in  any  degree  necessary 
for  the  security  of  their  just  rights  and  interests. 

8.  This  declaration  however,  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  delivered,  appeared  to  the  Governor-General  to  afford  a 
more  satisfactory  indication  than  those  chieftains  had  mani- 
fested, of  a  disposition  to  comply  with  the  demands  of  the 
British  Government.  These  favourable  impressions  were 
corroborated  by  an  explicit  acknowledgment,  publicly  made 
by  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  the  Resident  on  that  occasion, 
that  the  treaty  of  Bassein  not  only  contained  no  stipulations 
injurious  to  the  general  interests  of  the  Mahratta  feudatories, 
but  afforded  to  them  additional  security.  This  declaration 
abo  induced  the  Governor-General  to  hope,  that  if  the  sepa- 
ration and  return  of  the  confederate  armies  to  their  respective 
territories,  really  depended  on  the  assurances  which  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  had  required  from  the 
Governor-General,  the  satisfaction  which  the  honourable 
Mtgor-General  Wellesley,  under  the  powers  vested  in  him 
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by  the  Governor-General's  instructionB  of  the  S6th  June, 
would  be  enabled  to  afford  to  those  chieftains  on  the  point  in 
reference  to  the  Governor-General,  would  induce  them  to 
manifest  the  proof  which  the  Governor-General  had  demanded 
of  the  sincerity  of  their  amicable  professions,  and  would  be 
a  test  of  their  sincerity. 

9,  The  Governor-General  also  had  reason  to  expect  that 
in  the  apparent  temper  of  those  chieftains  at  that  period  of 
time,  the  firm  and  amicable  remonstrances  and  declarations 
which  Major-General  Wellesley,  in  a  letter  to  the  Resident 
under  date  the  18th  of  July,  written  on  the  receipt  of  the 
Governor-General's  instructions  of  the  36tb  June,  directed 
the  Resident  to  make  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah 
of  Berar,  would  induce  those  chieftains  to  comply  with  the 
just  and  moderate  requisidoiis  of  the  British  Government 

10.  In  that  letter  Major-General  Wellesley  apprized  the  Re- 
sident of  the  powers  vested  in  him  by  the  Governor-General's 
instructions  of  the  ^th  of  June,  and  desired  the  Resident  to 
communicate  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Be- 
rar, the  detej^ation  of  those  powers  to  Major-General  Wel- 
lesley, and  to  state  to  those  chieftains  that  Major-General 
Wellesley  was  prepared  to  attend  to  their  interests,  and  to 
enter  into  negotiations  with  them  on  anypointa  affecting  those 
interests ;  but  that  it  was  indispensably  necessary  that  those 
chieftains  should  previously  withdraw  their  troops  from  the 
menacing  position  which  they  occupied  on  the  frontier  of  the 
Nizam's  dominions,  and  return  to  their  usual  stations  in  Hio- 
dostan  and  Berar,  in  which  event  Major-General  Wellesley 
would  also  withdraw  the  troops  under  his  command.  Major- 
General  Wellesley  further  instructed  the  Resident  to  intimate 
to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  that  those 
chieftains  having  declared  that  tbey  had  no  intention  to  ob- 
struct the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Baasein,  or  to  march  to 
Poonah,  or  to  invade  the  territories  of  the  Nizam,  their  re- 
fusal to  separate  their  armies,  and  to  retire  to  their  usual 
stations,  would  be  inconsistent  with  those  declarations,  and  a 
proof  of  their  insincerity ;  and  Major-General  Wellesley  a^ 
cordingly  directed  the  Resident  to  renew  that  requisition,  and 
to  apprize  those  chieftains  that  their  compliance  with  it  af- 
forded the  only  means  of  preserving  peace  between  them  and 
the  British  Government.     Major-General  Wellesley  provided  , 
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against  the  objection  which  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  might 
eventually  uree  to  the  immediate  return  of  his  army  to  Hin- 
doatan,  founded  on  the  difficulty  of  crossing  the  rivera  Tap- 
tee  and  Nerbuddah  at  that  particular  season,  by  observing 
that  those  difficulties  were  by  no  means  insurmountable,  and 
that  at  all  events  his  army  could  retreat  without  difficulty  to 
Burhaunpore,  where  he  might  make  arrangements  for  their 
passage  over  the  Nerbuddah.  Major-General  Wellesley  at 
the  same  time  observed  that  no  objection  of  a  similar  nature 
could  be  urged  by  the  Rajah  of  Berar  to  the  immediate  re- 
turn of  bis  army  to  Berar,  and  signified  to  the  Resident  that  if 
the  Rajah  of  Berar  should  return  towards  Nagpore,  and  if 
Scindiah  should  adopt  the  measures  above  described  pre- 
paratory to  his  crossing  the  Nerbuddah,  Major-General  Wel- 
lesley would  be  satisfied ;  but  should  those  chieftains  be  re- 
solved to  mauitain  their  position  on  the  Nizam's  frontier,  the 
Resident  was  directed  to  apprize  them  that  be  bad  received 
Major-General  Wellesley 's  orders  to  quit  the  camp  of  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah  without  delay. 

11.  Under  this  aspect  of  affiiirs  the  Governor-General 
deemed  it  expedient  to  issue  instructions  to  bis  Eifcellency  the 
commander-in-chief  in  Oude,  calculated  to  adapt  the  course  of 
his  Excellency's  proceedings  to  the  eventual  alternative  either 
of  peace  or  war. 

13.  With  a  view  to  connect  the  several  stages  of  the  ne> 
gotiation  between  the  Resident  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah 
and  the  confederated  chieftains,  it  is  proper  to  apprize  your 
honourable  Committee,  that  on  the  9th  of  July,  after  the  de- 
livery of  the  letters  from  those  chieftains  to  the  address  of 
the  Governor -General,  the  Resident  applied  to  the  honour- 
able Mfyor-General  Wellesley  for  his  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  course  of  proceeding  which  it  would  be  advisable  for  the 
Resident  to  pursue  in  the  actual  crisis  of  afikirs.  In  reply  to 
this  reference,  and  previously  to  Major-General  Wellesley's 
being  apprized  of  the  powers  vested  in  him  by  the  Govcmor- 
General's  instructions  of  the  ^th  of  June,  that  officer  stated 
it  to  be  his  opinion,  founded  on  the  instructions  and  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Governor-General,  and  on  the  actual  state  of 
circumstances,  that  those  chieftains  should  be  required  to  re- 
tire with  their  armies  within  the  limits  of  their  respective 
territories  without  further  delay.      Major-General  Wellesley 
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at  the  same  time  addressed  a  letter  to  Dowlut  Rso  Sdndiah, 
coDtaiiimg  a  requisition  to  that  eSect. 

13.  That  letter  distinctly  states  the  grounds  on  which  Dow- 
lut Rao  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  were  required  to 
return  with  their  armies  to  their  respective  territories,  and 
this  just  and  incontrovertible  statement  was  accompanied  by 
a  corresponding  offer  on  the  part  of  Major-General  Wei- 
lesley  to  withdraw  the  troops  under  his  command  from  their 
advanced  position,  and  by  the  assurance  which  those  chief- 
tains had  required  as  the  condition  of  their  entire  acquies- 
cence  in  the  arrangements  concluded  between  the  British 
Government  and  the  Pebhwa. 

14.  Your  honourable  Committee  will  not  ful  to  deduce  a 
conclusion  highly  favourable  to  the  equity  and  liberality  of 
these  concessions,  by  contrasting  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  confederated  chieftains  assembled  their  armies  in 
the  position  from  which  they  were  required  to  retire  with  the 
motives  and  objects  which  had  regulated  the  movement  and 
position  of  the  British  troops.  The  proceedings  of  the  con- 
federated chieftains  were  manifestly  of  a  menacing  and  ag- 
gressive nature,  and  the  position  of  their  united  armies  on  the 
frontier' of  our  ally,  enabled  them  to  carry  into  immediate 
execution  the  hostile  designs  which  the  conduct  and  the  lan- 
guage of  those  chieftains  had  previously  indicated.  The 
movement  of  the  British  troops,  aa  far  as  it  respected  the 
Rajah  of  Berar  and  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  was  purely  de- 
fensive. The  condition  of  his  Highness  the  Peisbwa's  Go- 
vernment would  alone  have  justified  and  required  the  march 
of  the  British  subsidiary  force  from  Poonah. 

15.  Under  these  circumstances  those  chieftains  were  not 
entitled  to  any  corresponding  concessions  on  our  part,  and 
their  refusal  to  comply,  unconditionally  with  the  requisitions 
of  Major-General  Wellesley,  would  have  justified  an  immedi- 
ate resort  to  arms.  The  offer  of  Major-General  Wellesley, 
therefore,  to  withdraw  the  troops  under  his  command  from 
the  vicinity  of  Ahmednuggur,  and  the  assurances  with  which 
it  was  accompanied,  afforded  the  most  unequivocal  proof  of 
the  pacific  intentions  of  the  British  Government,  and  deprived 
those  chieftains  of  every  pretext  for  continuing  to  maintain 
their  armies  in  their  united  and  menacing  position  on  the 
frontier  of  our  ally. 
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16.  The  Resident  transmitted  Major-General  Wellesley't 
letter  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  with  a  message  calculated  to 
enforce  the  representations  which  it  contained,  and  intimating 
that  the  proposition  of  Major-General  Wellesley,  to  withdraw 
the  British  forces  whenever  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar 
should  retire  with  their  armies  to  their  respective  territoriet, 
afforded  a  satisfactory  proof  of  the  pacific  intentions  of  the 
British  Government,  and  that  under  this  assurance,  the  con- 
tinued refusal  of  those  chieftains  to  comply  with  the  just  de- 
mands of  the  British  Government,  would  be  a  public  and 
manifest  demonstration  of  the  insincerity  of  their  professions, 
and  of  the  hostility  of  their  designs.  The  Resident  also  di- 
rected the  attention  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  the  assurance 
afforded  at  the  close  of  Major-General  Wellesley's  letter,  and 
signified  to  that  chieftain,  that  the  declaration  which  that 
letter  contained,  on  the  point  on  which  the  two  chieftains 
bad  expressed  their  solicitude  was  such  as  to  leave  them 
DO  plea  for  delaying  their  march  towards  their  respective 
dominions. 

17.  Major-General  Wellesley's  letter  and  the  represen- 
tation which  accompanied  its  delivery  appeared  to  produce  a 
favourable  impression  on  the  mind  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah, 
who  immediately  despatched  his  principal  minister  to  the 
camp  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  that 
cbieflain  on  the  subject 

18.  The  Resident  also  despatched  bis  native  secretary  to 
the  Rajah  of  Berar  with  a  message  similar  to  that  which  be 
had  sent  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 

19.  The  Rajah  of  Berar  did  not  manifest  a  disposition  to 
comply  with  Major-General  Wellesley's  requisition,  and  re- 
ferred the  decision  of  the  question  to  the  result  of  a  confer 
ence  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  which  accordingly  took  place 
on  the  Slst  of  July,  and  on  the  ensuing  day  the  Resident  ad- 
dressed a  note  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  demanding  a  reply  to 
Major-General  Wellesley's  letter.  To  this  note  no  answer 
was  returned. 

20.  The  Resident  having  subsequently  received  Major- 
General  WeUesley's  letter  of  the  18th  of  July,  addressed  me- 
morials to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  in 
the  terms  prescribed  by  Major-General  Weilesley  in  answer 
to  those  memorials.     The  Resident  was  informed  by  both 
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Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  tlie  Rajab  of  Berar,  that  th«r  re- 
ply to  Major-General  Wellesley's  requisitions  still  depended 
on  a  conference  between  those  chieftains,  and  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  at  the  same  time  invited  the  Resident  to  a  confer- 
ence on  the  25th  of  July,  in  consequence  of  a  message  pre- 
viously conveyed  to  him  by  the  Resident  desiring  an  inteiv 
Tiew. 

5 1 .  At  this  conference  the  Resident  repeated  to  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah  all  the  arguments  and  observations  stated  in 
Major-General  Wellesley's  instructions,  and  again  urged 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah's  compliance  with  Major-General  Wel- 
lesley's requisitions. 

52.  In  reply  to  this  demand  the  following  objections  were 
urged  by  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah's  principal  minister  on  the 
part  of  that  chieftain.  That  the  forces  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah 
and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  were  encamped  in  their  own  terri- 
tories ;  that  those  chieftains  had  solemnly  promised  not  to 
ascend  the  Adjuntee  Pass,  nor  to  march  to  Poonah ;  that  they 
had  already  given  to  the  Governor-General  assurances  in 
writing  that  they  never  would  attempt  to  subvert  the  treaty 
of  Bassein,  which  assurances  were  unequivocal  proofs  of  their 
amicable  intentions ;  that  they  proposed  to  despatch  vakeels 
to  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
from  his  Highness  an  assurance  similar  to  that  which  they 
had  lately  received  from  the  Hon.  Major-General  Wellesley ; 
and  lastly,  that  the  treaty  at  that  time  under  negotiation  be- 
tween Scindiah  and  Holkar  was  not  completely  settled,  and 
that  until  it  should  be  finally  concluded,  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah 
could  not  return  to  Htndoatan. 

33.  In  answer  to  these  objections  the  Resident  referred  to 
Major-General  Wellesley's  declaration,  that  it  was  impossible 
to  confide  in  the  promises  and  assurances  of  the  confederated 
chieftains  whilst  their  armies  occupied  a  position  unnecessary 
to  their  security,  and  menacing  the  fi-onder  of  our  ally  the 
Nizam.  The  Resident  further  observed,  that  if  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  derived  any  just  advantage  from  bis  present  position 
or  if  the  continuance  of  his  army  in  that  position  was  in  any 
degree  necessary  for  the  defence  of  hie  own  possessions,  due 
allowance  would  be  made  for  the  exigency  of  the  case ;  but  it 
was  manifest  that  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  had  no  enemies  in 
that  quarter,  and  that  far  from  deriving  any  advantage  from 
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his  pieaent  positioD,  he  incurred  an  intolerable  expense,  and 
was  exposed  to  the  greatest  inconvenience  in  his  actual  situa- 
don ;  that  his  continuance,  therefore,  in  that  situiUdon,  could 
only  be  ascribed  to  hostile  designs  against  the  British  Govem- 
ment  or  its  allies.  The  Resident  also  reminded  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  that  be  had  long  since  apprized  that  chieftain  and 
the  Rajah  of  Berar  that  the  Governor-General  could  yield  no 
credit  to  the  sincerity  of  their  promises  unless  those  chief- 
tains returned  to  their  respective  capitals.  The  Resident 
further  remarked  that  Major-General  Weltestey  having  been 
vested  with  full  powers  for  the  conduct  of  pbhtical  and  mili- 
tary affairs,  the  assurance  afforded  by  Major-General  Wel- 
lesley  in  his  letter  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  was  as  vahd  and 
binding  as  if  it  had  been  given  by  the  Governor-General  him- 
self; that  Major-General  Wellesley,  however,  would  not  ob- 
ject to  the  despatch  of  vakeels  to  the  court  of  Poonah  on  the 
-part  of  the  confederated  chieftains,  provided  those  chieftains 
immediately  retired  with  their  armies  from  the  frontier  of  the 
Nizam's  dominions.  Finally,  the  Resident  obeerved,  that 
Boorhaunpore  was  a  much  more  eligible  situation  than  the 
frontier  of  the  Nizam's  dominions  for  prosecuting  any  negod- 
ation  which  might  he  depending  between  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
diah and  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  (who  at  that  time  occupied  a 
position  between  the  Taptee  and  Nerbuddah)  and  the  Resi- 
dent concluded  by  insigUng  od  an  immediate  and  disHnct  re* 
ply  to  the  requisition  of  Major-General  Wellesley. 

@4.  The  minister  appeared  unable  to  answer  the  preceding 
arguments  and  observations,  and  endeavoured  to  evade  the 
further  discussion  of  the  subject,  by  promising  to  afford  the 
satisfaction  required  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  The  Resi- 
dent replied  that  Major-General  Wellesley's  letter  having 
been  delivered  five  days  before,  a  sufficient  time  had  been 
allowed  for  deliberation,  and  that  under  these  circumstances 
the  Resident  could  not  submit  to  further  procrasdnation  on 
the  part  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah.  This  declaration  pro- 
duced a  further  discussion  between  the  Resident  and  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah ;  hut  that  chieftain  and  his  ministers  having  at 
length  solemnly  assured  the  Resident  that  be  should  receive 
a  distinct  and  satisfactory  reply  on  the  S8th  of  July  in  the 
presence  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  the  Resident  consented  to 
wait  undl  that  day  for  their  final  decision. 
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35.  The  Govemor-Oeneral  in  council  requests  your  honour- 
able Coounittee's  attention  to  the  explicit  declaration  of  Dow- 
lut  Rao  Scindiah  respecting  the  depending  negotiation  with 
Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar.  The  avowed  object  of  that  negotiation 
was  to  induce  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  to  form  a  junction  with 
the  confederated  armies.  It  was  manifestly  unconnected  with 
any  apprehension  on  the  part  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  for  the 
security  of  his  dominions  against  the  designs  of  Jeswunt  Rao 
Holkar ;  had  that  been  the  object,  it  was  obviously  the  inte- 
rest of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  proceed  with  die  utmost 
expedition  for  the  defence  of  his  northern  dominions  against 
the  apprehended  designs  of  Holkar,  who  at  that  time  occu- 
pied a  position  between  the  rivers  Taptee  and  Nerbuddah, 
The  plea,  therefore,  urged  by  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  for 
maintaining  his  position  on  the  frontier  of  the  Nizam's  domi- 
nions, was  a  manifest  indication  of  the  intention  of  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  to  obtain  the  junction 
of  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  British 
Government  and  its  allies,  and  confirmed  the  opinion,  that 
the  object  of  Dowlut  Bao  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar 
in  protracting  their  discussions  with  the  Resident,  was  to  se- 
cure the  juncti<Hi  of  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  previously  to  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  with  the  British  Government, 
and  to  enter  upon  a  contest  widi  the  advantage  of  a  consider- 
able accession  of  force  and  of  a  season  more  favourable  for 
the  movements  and  operations  of  the  confederated  armies. 

!i6.  Under  these  circumstances  no  reliance  could  be  placed 
on  the  promises  and  amicable  professions  of  the  confederated 
chieftuns,  unaccompanied  by  the  separation  and  return  of 
dieir  armies  to  their  respective  territories  in  Berar  and  the 
north-west  of  Hindostan. 

27.  With  regard  to  the  observation  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
diah's  ministers,  that  the  armies  of  the  Riyab  of  Berar  and 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  were  actually  encamped  within  their 
own  territories,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  state  of  their 
possessions  in  that  quarter  did  not  require  the  presence  of 
those  armies  for  the  purpose  either  of  establishing  the  in- 
ternal tranquillity  of  those  possessions,  or  of  providing  for 
their  defence  against  any  external  attack.  That  necessity 
had  never  been  urged  by  either  of  those  chieftains,  nor  could 
any  such  argument  have  been  justly  maintained. 
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'  S8.  The  rigbt  of  the  British  Government,  therefore,  to  re- 
qaire  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  to  remove 
Uieir  armies  from  the  menacing  position  which  they  occupied 
on  the  frontier  of  the  Nizam's  dominiona,  and  in  which  they 
had  fonned  a  junction  for  the  purpose  avowed  by  Scindiah, 
of  eventual  war  with  the  Company  and  its  aUies,  couM  not  be 
affected  by  the  circumstance  of  their  being  encamped  within 
the  territory  belonging  to  either  of  those  chieftains. 

29.  Witli  respect  to  the  necessity  asserted  by  those  chief- 
tains of  obtaining  from  the  Peishwa  assurances  similar  to  those 
which  they  had  received  from  Major-General  Wellesley,  those 
chieftains  were  aware  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
of  Bassein  the  guarantee  of  the  British  Government  afforded 
sufficient  security  against  any  viohition  of  subsisting  engage- 
ments on  the  part  of  his  Highness ;  and  those  chieftains  must 
have  been  satisfied  that  in  the  actual  state  of  our  relations  to 
the  Pebhwa's  government,  bis  Highness  did  not  possess  the 
power  of  injuring  the  acknowledged  rights  of  the  Mahratta 
feudatories  without  the  aid  and  concurrence  of  the  British 
Government. 

30.  These  manifest  subterfuges  tended  to  increase  the  ne- 
cessity of  requiring  an  immediate  compliance  with  the  de- 
mands of  Major-General  Wellesley. 

31.  In  consequence  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah's  solenm  pro- 
mise to  the  Resident  to  deliver  a  distinct  and  satisfactory  re- 
ply to  his  demands  on  the  SSth  of  July,  the  Resident  sent  a 
message  on  that  day  desiring  to  be  informed  at  what  hour  it 
would  be  convenient  for  Scindiah  to  grant  the  promised  audi- 
ence. 

32.  In  reply  to  this  message,  the  Resident  was  informed, 
that  on  that  day  a  conference  was  to  be  holden  between  Scin- 
diah and  the  Rajah  of  Berar ;  that  it  was  not  proper  for  the 
Resident  to  attend  at  that  conference,  but  that  he  should  be 
apprized  of  the  time  which  should  subsequently  be  appointed 
for  his  attendance. 

33.  Your  honourable  Committee  will  not  fail  to  remark  the 
indignity  offered  to  the  Representative  of  the  British  Crovem- 
ment  by  Scindiah  on  this  occasion ;  after  having  promised  to 
return  a  decided  answer  to  the  Resident  on  the  subject  of  the 
depending  question  of  peace  or  war  with  the  Company  and 
its  allies  in  the  presence  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar  on  a  specific 
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day,  Dowlnt  Rao  Scindiah  not  ooly  neglected  to  desire  the 
presence  of  the  Resident  at  the  meeting  intended  to  be  holden 
for  such  an  avowed  purpose  on  that  day  between  Scindiah 
and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  but  openly  prohibited  the  attend- 
ance of  Colonel  Collins ;  and  without  assigning  any  pretext 
for  a  further  delay,  or  even  apologizing  for  so  flagrant  a  vio- 
lation of  promise  postponed  the  proposed  answer  on  the  im- 
portant question  at  issue  to  an  indefinite  period  of  time. 

S4.  The  Resident  repUed  to  this  iotimation  by  animadverts 
ing  on  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah's  violation  of  his  promise,  and 
by  apprizing  that  chiefWn,  that  he  should  wait  until  noon  of 
the  succeeding  day  for  an  explicit  answer,  and  that  in  the 
event  of  bis  being  disappointed,  the  Resident  would  despatch 
his  advanced  tents  on  the  road  to  Aurungabad,  and  proceed 
himself  on  the  following  day. 

35.  In  consequence  of  this  declaration,  the  S9th  of  July 
was  appointed  for  an  interview  between  the  Resident  and 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah ;  and  the  Resident  being  desirous  of 
making  another  effort  to  induce  Scindiah  to  comply  with  the 
demands  of  the  British  Government,  consented  to  postpone 
his  departure  and  to  attend  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  at  the  time 
appointed. 

36.  The  principal  topics  of  this  conference  consisted  in  a 
repetition  of  the  former  discussions ;  the  minister  declared 
that  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  must  again  consult  the  Rajah  of 
Berar  before  he  could  return  a  decided  answer  to  Major- 
General  Wellesley's  requisitions,  and  concluded  by  request- 
ing the  Resident  to  postpone  his  departure  for  two  or  three 
days  more.  The  Resident  then  informed  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
diah, that  he  was  satisfied  that  the  object  of  this  evasive  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  that  chieflun  was  merely  to  gain  time  for 
the  accomplishment  of  some  particular  purpose;  that  the 
Resident  had  been  positively  directed  by  Major-General 
Wellesley  to  quit  the  camp  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  when  he 
should  have  reason  to  be  convinced  of  the  resolution  of  the 
confederated  chieftuns  to  muntain  their  position  on  the  fron- 
tier of  the  Nizam's  possessions;  and  that  the  Resident  would 
accordingly  commence  bb  journey  to  Auningabad  on  the 
morning  of  the  31st. 

37.  The  Resident  immediately  addressed  a  memorial  to 
the  Rajidi  of  Berar,  stating  to  that  chieftain  the  substance  of 
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his  late  communicadonB  with  the  Coart  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
diah,  and  apprizing  him  of  his  determination  to  quit  Scindiah's 
camp  on  the  Slat  of  July,  unless  he  should  previously  receive 
a  satisfactory  reply  to  Majot-General  Wellesley'e  requisi- 
tions. 

38.  On  the  night  of  the  30th  of  July  the  Resident  received 
a  note  from  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  a  copy  of  the  Resident's  memorial  addressed  to  the  Rajah 
of  Berar,  and  requesting  that  the  Resident  would  meet  him 
at  the  tents  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar  on  the  following  day,  for 
the  purpose  of  a  further  discussion  of  the  depending  ques- 
tions. 

39.  To  this  note  the  Resident  returned  a  verbal  reply, 
signifying  that  he  would  transmit  an  answer  from  the  place  to 
which  he  proposed  to  march  the  following  day.  The  Resi- 
dent, however,  being  prevented  by  heavy  rain  from  com- 
mencing his  journey  agreeably  to  hu  intention  on  the  31st, 
and  having  received  from  the  Rajah  of  Berar  a  request  simi- 
lar to  that  which  had  been  conveyed  to  him  by  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah,  the  Resident  complied  with  their  united  solicita- 
tions and  met  those  chieftains  on  the  evening  of  that  day  at 
the  tents  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar. 

40.  At  this  conference  the  same  discussions  which  had 
passed  OR  the  former  interviews  were  renewed,  but  were  fol- 
lowed by  several  successive  propositions  on  the  part  of  those 
chieftains.* 

41.  Their  first  proposition  was,  that  the  united  forces  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  should  retire 
to  Boorhaunpoor,  and  that  the  honourable  Major-General 
Wellesley  should  withdraw  the  British  troops  to  their  usual 
stations.  Your  honourable  Committee  will  not  fail  to  remark 
the  insidious  nature  of  this  proposition,  which  required  that 
the  British  army  should  abandon  the  means  which  it  pos- 
sessed, in  its  actual  position,  and  in  its  embodied  state,  of  op- 
posing a  seasonable  resistance  to  any  hostile  attempts  on  the 
part  of  the  confederated  chieftains,  whilst  those  chieftains  re- 
tired with  their  united  armies  to  a  short  distance  from  the 
frontier  of  our  ally,  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  the  ap- 
proaching favourable  season,  and  of  the  absence  and  disper- 

•  See  11.274. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1803.  THE  SECRET  COHHITTEE.  34d 

sion  of  the  British  forces  for  the  successful  prosecution  of 
their  military  operations. 

43.  This  unreasonable  proposition  being  decidedly  rejected 
by  the  Resident,  the  confederated  chieftains  next  proposed 
that  the  Resident  should  appoint  a  day  for  the  march  of  the 
respective  forces  of  those  chieftains  from  the  place  of  their 
encampment,  and  that  the  Resident  should  pledge  the  faith 
of  the  British  Government  for  the  retreat  of  the  army  imder 
Major-General  Wellesley  on  the  day  on  which  the  armies  of 
the  confederates  should  commence  their  return  to  their  usual 
stations. 

43.  It  is  manifest  that  this  proposition  afforded  no  better 
security  for  the  actual  return  of  the  armies  of  those  chief- 
tains to  their  usual  stations,  than  a  precarious  dependance  on 
Aose  promises  and  professions  which  they  had  so  repeatedly 
violated,  independently  of  which  consideration  the  Resident 
was  not  authorized  to  pledge  the  faith  of  Government  to  an 
arrangement  inconsistent  with  the  instructions  which  he  had 
received  from  Major-Generat  Wellesley. 

44.  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  finally  proposed  that 
they  should  request  Major-General  Wellesley  by  letter  to 
specify  a  day  for  withdrawing  his  army  and  for  the  removal 
of  the  confederated  armies  from  their  position  on  the  Nizam's 
frontier,  and  that  on  the  day  so  specified  those  chieftains 
would  assuredly  commence  their  march.  Those  chieftains 
further  stated  that  they  would  in  the  same  letter  request 
Major-General  Wellesley  to  specify  the  time  when  the  forces 
under  his  command  might  be  expected  to  reach  their  usual 
stations,  and  that  the  confederates  would  so  regulate  their 
marches  as  to  arrive  at  their  usual  stations  precisely  at  the 
same  period  of  time. 

45.  This  proposed  modification  of  Major-General  Wel- 
lesley's  riequisition  evidently  diminished  the  security  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  previous  separation  and  departure  of  the  con- 
federated armies,  but  those  chieftains  having  declared  that 
unless  Major-General  Wellesley  should  consent  to  that  pro- 
position, they  could  not  retire  consistently  with  a  due  regard 
to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  their  respective  governments, 
the  Resident,  after  some  discussion,  consented  to  refer  the 
proposition  to  the  consideration  of  Major-General  Wellesley, 
and  to  remain  in  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah's  camp  until  an  answer 
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should  be  received,  prorided  that  letters  from  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  to  Major-General  Wel- 
leslej  to  the  effect  proposed  were  sent  to  the  Resident  for 
transmission  before  noon  on  the  following  day. 

4€.  On  a  review  of  the  long  and  uniform  course  of  syste- 
matic evasion  and  faithless  policy  recorded  in  the  preceding 
detail,  your  honourable  Committee  will  receive  without  sur- 
prize the  information  of  an  additional  instance  of  violated 
faith  and  insincerity  on  the  part  of  those  chieftcuns  on  this 
occasion. 

47.  The  ultimate  proposition  of  those  chieftains  was  dis- 
tinctly "  that  on  the  day  on  which  Miyor-General  Wellesley 
should  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  station  then  occupied  by 
the  British  army,  those  chieftains  should  separate  their  armies 
and  commence  their  return  to  their  respective  territories  in 
Berar  and  the  north  of  Hindostan ;"  but  in  direct  violation  of 
the  terms  of  that  proposition,  those  chieftains  transmitted 
letters  to  the  Resident,  addressed  to  Major-General  Wel- 
lesley,* proposing  to  continue  their  armies  united,  and  to  limit 
their  retreat  to  the  neighbouring  station  of  Boorhaunpoor, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  proposition  which  had  been 
AiHy  discussed  and  positively  rejected  by  Colonel  Collms. 

48.  The  Governor-General  in  council  considers  thb  gross 
violation  of  sincerity  and  public  faith  to  be  an  additional  in- 
stance of  indignity  offered  by  those  chieftains  to  the  British 
Government  in  the  person  of  its  Representative. 

43.  On  the  receipt  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar's  letter  to  the 
effect  above  described,  tiie  Resident  made  immediate  arrange- 
ments for  quitting  the  camp  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  and 
commenced  his  march  towards  Aurungabad  on  the  3rcl  of 
August. 

50.  The  preceding  detul  affords  a  convincing  proof  of  the 
justice,  moderation,  and  forbearance  which  have  regulated 
the  conduct  of  the  British  Government  during  the  course  of 
the  late  important  discussions  with  S(»ndiah  and  tiie  Rajah  of 
Berar,  and  will  satisfy  your  honourable  Committee  that  the 
conduct  of  those  chieftains  has  been  actuated  by  a  systematic 
design  to  employ  the  resources  of  their  combined  power  and 
influence  for  the  subversion  of  an  arrangement  founded  on 


*  See  Oeneral  Welloley'*  tetter  uf  tli«  6tfa  uf  Auifusi.  p.  373. 

Digitized  by  Google 


1803.  THE  SECRET  COMMITTEE.  345 

principles  of  undisputed  equi^  and  of  acknowledged  security 
to  the  rights  and  independance  of  those  chieftains,  at  the 
hazard  of  a  contest  with  the  united  power  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment and  its  allies ;  and  that  the  object  of  their  profes- 
sions of  amity,  and  their  disavowal  of  any  design  to  obstruct 
the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  was  to  induce  the  Bri- 
tish Government  to  abandon  the  arrangements  and  prepara- 
tions necessary  for  the  security  of  our  rights  and  interests, 
or  to  suspend  the  prosecution  of  them  until  a  change  of  sea- 
son, and  an  accesuon  of  force  should  enable  those  chieftains 
to  pursue  their  unwarrantable  designs,  with  improved  advan- 
tages and  a  better  prospect  of  success. 

51.  The  l>eUef  that  those  chieftains  entertained  designs 
hostile  to  the  British  Government  at  the  earliest  stages  of 
negotiation  between  the  Resident  and  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah, 
is  supported  by  the  information  which  the  Governor-General 
has  from  time  to  time  received  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
chieftain. 

5&.  In  a  letter  from  the  Resident  dated  SSth  of  February, 
and  received  on  the  3Snd  of  March,  the  Resident  apprized 
the  Governor-General  m  council  that  Ambajee  Ingtia  (one  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah'a  principal  ministers)  had  informed  one 
of  the  Resident's  native  agents,  that  orders  had  been  issued 
to  General  Perron  directing  him  to  place  the  army  under  hu 
command  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  the  field,  with  a  view 
to  an  eventual  rupture  with  the  British  Government. 

63.  At  that  time  Ambajee  Inglia  was  supposed  to  possess 
the  greatest  influence  over  the  mind  of  Scindiah,  whose  pro- 
ceedings were  said  to  be  principally  regulated  by  the  coundb 
of  that  chieftain ;  it  appeared  highly  improbable,  therefore, 
that  Ambajee  would  have  communicated  these  orders  to  the 
Resident's  agent  if  they  had  really  been  issued. 

M.  This  circumstance  induced  the  Governor-General  to 
discredit  the  despatch  of  those  orders,  and  to  believe  that  the 
object  of  the  communication  was  merely  to  discover  the  views 
and  intentions  of  the  British  Government  with  respect  to 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 

55.  Adverting  also  to  the  established  power  and  ascen- 
dancy of  the  British  Government  in  India,  to  the  comparative 
weakness  even  of  the  combined  power  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
diah and  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  to  the  peculiar  disadvan- 
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tages  nnder  -nhich  those  chteftains  mABt  enter  upon  a  conteet 
with  the  Britiah  arms,  it  could  not  reasonably  be  supposed 
that  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  meditated  any  hostile  designs 
agunst  the  British  Grovernnwnt,  and  this  obvious  considera* 
tion  induced  the  Governor-General  to  discredit  the  rumours 
which  at  that  time  prevailed  of  the  confederacy  which  that 
chieftain  and  the  il^ah  of  Berar  have  since  actually  formed, 
for  purposes  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. These  indications  of  an  hostile  disposition  on  the  part 
of  those  chieftains,  therefore,  did  not  appear  to  the  Govemop- 
General  to  be  sufBuently  manifest  to  warrant  the  immediate 
adoption  of  corresponding  measures  of  precaution  on  die  part 
of  the  British  Government. 

56.  The  concurrent  testimouy  of  facts,  and  the  state  of  M , 
Perron's  military  force,  however,  which  have  subsequentiy 
been  ascertained,  induced  the  Grovemor-General  to  give  entire 
credit  to  the  information  which  the  Resident  communicated 
in  the  month  of  March  respecting  the  despatch  of  orders 
to  General  Perron  to  the  effect  above  described,  even  at 
that  early  stage  of  our  negotiations  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
diah. 

57.  In  a  letter  from  the  Resident  dated  the  14th  of  June, 
uid  received  on  the  6th  of  July,  the  Resident  transmitted  a 
paper  of  intelligence  from  his  agent  at  Delhi,  stating  that 
messengers  from  Dowlut  Rso  Scindiah  had  lately  come  to  the 
Rohilla  chieftain,  Gholaum  Mahomed  Khan,  who  resides  at 
Nadown,  and  letters  had  been  received  by  that  chieftain  from 
Greneral  Perron  inviting  him  to  proceed  with  his  followers  to- 
wards the  station  of  General  Perron's  army  by  the  way  of 
Suharunpore,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  commotions  in  tfae 
Jaghire  of  Rampore,  and  assunng  him  of  ample  support  both 
from  Scindiah  and  General  Perron,  and  that  General  Perron 
had  clandestinely  addressed  letters  to  the  principal  persons 
residing  in  the  Jaghire,  and  other  places,  urging  them  to 
employ  their  exertions  in  disturbing  the  tranquiUity  of  the 
Company's  poseesaions. 

58.  Notwithstanding  Scindiah's  solemn  disavowal  of  tfae 
orders  said  to  have  been  issued  by  his  authority  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  body  of  horse  despatched  from  Scin- 
diah's camp  to  the  north-western  frontier  of  the  Cktmpany'e 
territories,  and  to  the  Peisbwa's  officers  in  Bundelcund  for 
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the  prosecuHoQ  of  hostile  opetationa  against  the  British  terri- 
tories, as  noted  in  the  3rd  paFsgraph  of  this  letter,  the 
OoTemor-General  in  eoimcil  is  induced,  by  the  many  inetancea 
of  insincerity  manifested  by  that  chieftain,  by  the  general 
tenor  of  his  conduct,  by  the  authenticity  of  the  source  of  the 
Govemor-Geaeral's  information  upon  those  subjects,  and  by 
circumstances  which  have  subsequently  been  ascertained,  to 
give  entire  credit  to  the  intelligence  originally  received  rela- 
tive to  those  acts  of  aggression  on  the  part  of  Scindiah. 

59.  Those  facts  were  communicated  to  the  collector  of 
Allahabad  by  the  express  direction  of  Himmut  Bah^ur  (one 
of  the  Peishwa's  officers  in  Bundelcund)  to  whom  the  letters 
of  Scindiah  were  stud  to  have  been  addressed,  and  who  had 
preriously  transmitted  proposals  to  the  Governor-General  for 
the  transfer  of  that  province  to  the  authority  of  the  British 
Government.  The  intelligence  of  the  invitation  to  Gholaam 
Mahomed  Khan  from  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  General 
Perron  was  corroborated  by  information  repeatedly  received 
and  communicated  to  the  Govemor-Gener^  by  the  Resident 
at  Lucknow  and  the  agent  of  the  Governor-General  in  the 
ceded  provinces  of  Oude  of  the  preparations  of  Gholaum 
Mahomed  Khan  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  complying  with 
the  suggestions  which  he  had  received  from  Scindiah  and 
General  Perron  to  excite  disturbances  in  the  district  of  Ram- 
pore,  and  to  disturb  the  tranqidllity  of  the  Vixier's  and  the 
Company's  dominions;  and  on  the  ^th  of  July  copies  of  let- 
ters from  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  Gholaum  Mahomed  Khan 
and  Bumboo  Khan  (the  son  of  the  late  Nujeeb  ou  Dowlab, 
who  occupies  a  territory  in  the  vicinity  of  Suharunpore)  de- 
claring the  intention  of  Scindiah  to  commence  a  war  of  ag- 
gression Bgtunst  the  British  power,  and  instigating  that  chief- 
tain to  co-operate  with  the  forces  of  General  Perron  against 
the  British  possessions,  were  received  by  the  Governor- 
General  from  Mr,  Leycester,  the  collector  of  Moradabad,  to 
whom  they  had  been  transmitted  by  Bumboo  Khan. 

60.  A  translation  of  those  documents  is  enclosed  for  your 
honourable  Committee's  notice.* 

61.  Combining  the  tenor  of  those  documents  with  the  facts 
and  arguments  above  stated,  the  Governor-General  in  council 

•  See  p.  206. 
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entertainB  no  doubt  of  tbe  actual  despatch  of  letters,  in  the 
terms  of  those  documents,  to  tbe  cbieftains'to  whom  they  are 
stated  to  have  been  addressed  hy  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 
The  Governor-General  has,  however,  deemed  it  proper  to 
adopt  measures  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  ori^nals  of 
those  important  papers. 

GZ.  Your  honourable  Committee  will  observe  that  these 
documents  tend  to  confirm  the  original  information  received 
of  the  actual  transmission  of  instructions  from  Scindiah  to  the 
Peishwa's  officers  in  Bundelcund,  and  the  communication  of 
orders  to  Dhumim  Rao  to  tbe  effect  described  in  the  third 
paragraph  of  this  despatch.  Those  documents  also  state  the 
nature  of  the  directions  issued  by  Scindiah  to  General  Perron 
for  the  prosecution  of  hostilities  against  the  Britiah  posses- 
sions. 

63.  It  appears  from  a  passage  in  those  documents  that  the 
letters  of  Scindiah  to  Gholaum  Mahomed  Khan  and  Bumhoo 
Khan,  were  written  subsequently  to  the  march  of  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  from  Boorhaunpore  on  the  4th  of  May;  hut  the 
despatch  of  messengers  to  Oholaum  Mahomed  Khan  and  the 
transmission  of  the  instructions  to  General  Perron,  under 
which  that  officer  addressed  letters  to  tbe  principal  pergons 
in  Rampore  and  other  places  as  noticed  in  the  57th  para- 
graph, must  be  referred  to  an  earlier  period  of  time.  The 
complete  state  of  preparation  in  which  the  army  of  General 
Perron  was  actually  placed,  is  a  corroborative  evidence  of  the 
actual  transmission  of  orders  to  that  officer  to  the  e%ct  des- 
cribed in  the  5£nd  paragraph  of  this  letter. 

64.  These  facts  reciprocally  confirm  each  point  of  the  evi- 
dence of  Scindiah's  hostile  projects,  and  combined  with  infor- 
mation at  various  times  communicated  by  the  Resident  with 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  of  the  proceedings  of  that  cbieftun 
with  the  repeated  rumours  of  the  formation  of  an  hostile  con- 
federacy between  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  tbe  Rajah  of 
Berar  and  Jeswimt  Rao  Holkar,  and  with  the  tenor  and  re- 
sult of  tbe  Resident's  negotiations,  mast  be  considered  to 
amount  to  full  proof  of  the  alleged  design  of  subverting  the 
affiance  formed  between  the  British  Government  and  the 
Peisbwa. 

65.  These  proceedings  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  indicate 
not  merely  tbe  resolution  of  that  chieftain  to  oppose  the  e^e- 
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cution  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein  hy  force  of  arms,  but  collec- 
tively and  separately  constitute  acts  of  hostility  against  the 
British  GoTemment. 

66.  At  no  period  of  time  since  the  departure  of  the 
Peishwa  from  his  capital  have  the  transactions  of  the  British 
Government  been  such  as  to  justify  even  precautionary  mea- 
sures of  military  preparation  on  the  part  of  Scindiafa.  From 
those  transactions  no  argument  coold  arise  to  justify  the 
adoption  of  measures  either  of  hostility  or  precaution  on  the 
part  of  the  confederated  cbieftiune,  unless  such  an  argument 
could  be  deduced  from  a  denial  of  the  right  of  bis  Highness 
the  Peishwa  to  contract  defensive  engagements  with  a  foreign 
state  without  the  participation  of  the  feudatory  cbieftEUns  of 
the  Mahratta  empire,  or  from  a  conviction  that  the  engage- 
ments actually  concluded  with  his  Highness  were  injurious  to 
the  acknowledged  rights  of  those  chief^ins. 

67.  Various  precedents  might  be  adduced  of  the  exercise 
of  that  right  by  his  Higlmess  the  Peishwa  in  his  negotiations 
with  the  British  Government,  and  the  uniform  course  of  the 
potiUcal  and  military  proceedings  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah 
and  of  his  predecessor  Mahdajee  Scindiah,  affords  numerous 
instances  of  the  exercise  of  a  similar  right  on  the  part  of 
those  chieftains,  independently  of  the  Peishwa,  to  whose 
authority  they  have  invariably  acknowledged  obedience. 

68.  This  question  has  been  fully  discussed  in  the  Governor^ 
General's  instructions  to  the  Resident  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
diah, dated  the  3d  of  June. 

69.  The  treaty  of  Bassein  is  purely  defensive,  and  not  only 
contains  no  stipulations  iojurious  to  the  rights  of  the  feudatory 
Mahratta  chieftains,  but  provides  additional  security  for  those 
rights. 

70.  In  the  course  of  the  negotiations  between  the  Resident 
and  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  that  chieftain  maintained  that  in 
his  capacity  of  guarantee  to  the  treaty  ofSalbye,  he  ought  to 
have  been  consulted  previously  to  the  conclusion  of  engage- 
ments with  the  Peishwa.  The  Resident  successfully  opposed 
that  operation  by  the  arguments  stated  in  the  Governor- 
General's  instructions  of  the  1 1th  of  February,  and  maintained 
the  right  of  the  Peishwa  to  conclude  engagements  without  the 
participation  of  the  feudatory  chieftains,  upon  the  obvious 
principles  of  acknowledged  supremacy,  and  approved  and 
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established  precedent;  and  at  a  conference  between  Scindiah 
and  the  Resident  on  the  ^d  of  Marcb,  on  tfae  subject  of  the 
engagements  concluded  with  the  Peishwa,  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
dhh  abandoned  that  ground  of  argument,  and  merely  con- 
tended that  the  Peishwa  ought  to  have  apprized  that  chieftain 
of  the  terms  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  his  Highness 
and  the  British  Government. 

71.  At  that  period  of  time  the  details  of  the  treaty  of 
Bassein  bad  not  been  commimicated  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah, 
but  he  was  informed  that  it  was  purely  of  a  defensive  nature, 
and  on  that  occasion  Scindiah  assured  the  Resident,  in  the 
most  unequivocal  terms,  that  he  had  no  intention  to  attempt 
the  sabversion  of  any  engagements  concluded  between  the 
British  Government  aod  the  Peishwa,  yet  measures  of  decided 
hostility  against  the  British  Government  were  adopted  by 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  in  the  ensuing, months  of  April  and 
May, 

72.  No  military  preparations  founded  on  a  distrust  of  that 
chieftain's  pacific  disposition  were  commenced  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Government,  until  the  close  of  the  month  of  June, 
and  even  the  army  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
Wellealey,  did  not  commence  its  march  from  Poonah  until  the 
beginning  of  that  month. 

73.  It  is  manifest  therefore,  that  the  hostile  measures 
pursued  by  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  agunst  the  British  Govern- 
ment, have  been  adopted  on  grounds  distinct  from  any  denial 
of  the  Peishwa's  right  to  contract  his  late  engagements  with 
the  British  Government,  from  the  alleged  existence  of  any 
stipulation  in  those  engagements  injurious  to  the  rights  of 
the  Mahratta  feudatories,  and  from  any  apprehension  of  the 
effect  of  any  measures  either  of  precaution,  or  of  apparent 
hostility  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government. 

74.  The  conduct  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  towards  the 
Peishwa  during  a  long  course  of  time  antecedent  to  the 
Peishwa's  degradation  trom  the  musoud  of  Poonah,  and  the 
views  which  that  chieftain  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  are  known 
to  have  entertained,  with  respect  to  the  supreme  authority  of 
the  Mahratta  state,  afford  the  means  of  forming  a  correct 
judgment  of  the  motives  which  may  have  rendered  those 
chieftains  desirous  ofsuhverting  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  although 
they  had  admitted  that  treaty  to  be  equitable  in  its  general 
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principle,  and  to  furnish  additional  security  for  the  juat  rights 
of  the  fetidatory  chiefWna  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  and  es- 
pecially for  their  own. 

75.  The  whole  course  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah's  proceed- 
ings, since  his  accession  to  the  dominions  of  Mahdajee  Scin- 
diah,  has  manifested  a  systematic  design  of  estaUishing  an 
ascendancy  i^i  the  Mahratta  state  upon  the  riiins  of  the 
Peisbwa's  authority. 

76.  The  government  in  the  person  of  the  Peishwa  had 
long  heen  placed  under  a  degrading  subjection  to  the  oppres- 
sive control  and  unwarrantable  usurpation  of  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah,  who  had  remained  with  a  numerous  army  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Peisbwa's  capital  for  a  considerable  period  of 
time. 

7T.  The  usurpation  of  Scindiab  existed  in  full  force  at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  war  between  the  Company  and 
Tippoo  SultauD,  and  the  undue  influence  of  Scindiah  in  the 
Mahratta  empire  in  that  crisis,  not  only  deprived  the  British 
Government  of  every  benefit  IVom  the  nominal  alliance  of  the 
Peishwa  at  the  conmiencement  and  during  the  progress  of 
tbe  war,  but  afforded  positive  encouragement  to  the  cause  of 
Tippoo  Sultaun,  and  menaced  the  Nizam's  dominions  pre- 
viously to  the  expulsion  of  the  French  from  Hyderabad  in 
October,  1798,  and  subsequently  in  1799  while  the  Nizam's 
contingent  was  actually  employed  with  the  British  army  in 
the  common  cause  of  tbe  triple  aUiance  against  Tippoo 
Sultaun. 

78.  At  that  time  Scindiah  was  restrained  from  tbe  actual 
invasion  of  the  Nizam's  dominions  by  the  direct  interposition 
of  the  British  Government  ^  his  influence  however,  and  the 
terror  of  his  violence  and  supposed  power  continued  to  rule 
the  Court  of  Foonah,  and  to  alarm  the  Court  of  Hyderabad, 
until  the  exigency  of  his  affairs  in  the  north  of  Hindostan, 
occasioned  principally  by  the  successful  progress  of  Jeswunt 
Rao  Holkar's  arms,  compelled  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  retire 
from  Poonah  for  the  protection  of  his  own  territories. 

79.  Tbe  complete  establishment  of  Holkar's  authority  at 
Poonah  by  the  defeat  of  Scindiah's  troops  required  tbe  ut- 
most exertion  of  Scindiah's  power  against  that  active  and 
successful  enemy. 

80.  Had  Scindiah  succeeded  in  subverting  tbe  power  of 
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Uolkar,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  he  would  have  taken  ad- 
vantage of  that  success  for  the  complete  establishment  of  bis 
own  undue  authority  in  the  state  of  Poonab.  He  would  pro- 
bably have  reinstated  tbe  Peishwa  Bajee  Rao  in  the  govern- 
ment or  would  have  raised  another  to  tbe  mnsnud,  to  be  tbe 
pageant  of  bis  own  power,  or  would  bave  usurped  the  su- 
preme ministerial  authority  in  bis  own  name,  if  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  other  chiefluns  of  the  Mabratta  empire  should 
have  encouraged  an  expectation  of  tbeir  acquiescence  in  that 
ambitious  project. 

81.  The  uniform  tenor  of  Dowlnt  Rao  Scindiab's  conduct, 
the  invariable  principles  of  Asiatic  policy,  and  the  personal 
character,  habits  and  diEposition  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah, 
preclude  the  supposition  that  he  would  have  abandoned  tbe 
absolute  power  which  he  would  bave  acquired  by  the  subver- 
sion of  Holkar's  usurpation,  and  would  bave  adopted  the 
liberal  policy  of  restoring  the  exiled  Peishwa  to  tbe  exercise 
of  the  established  authority  of  the  empire. 

S2.  In  tbe  moment  of  alarm  which  succeeded  tbe  signal 
success  of  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar,  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  indi- 
rectly solicited  the  co-operation  of  tbe  British  Government, 
under  the  pretext  of  restoring  the  Peishwa's  authority.  He 
probably  expected  that  the  aid  of  a  detachment  of  British 
troops  would  have  insured  his  success  against  Holkar,  with- 
out controlling  his  project  of  restoring  his  own  undue  ascen- 
dancy at  Poonab  on  a  more  secure  and  extensive  basis.  It 
now  appears  that  the  active  and  powerAtl  exertions  employed 
by  tbe  British  Government  at  the  express  solicitation  of  bis 
Highness  the  Peishwa,  for  bis  Highness's  complete  restora- 
tion to  the  musnud  of  Poonab,  were  neither  desired  nor  ex- 
pected by  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah.  The  actual  re^eatablish- 
ment  of  the  Peishwa  in  the  government  of  Poonab  under  the 
exclusive  protection  of  the  British  power  and  tbe  conclusion 
of  engagements  calculated  to  secure  to  his  Highness  tbe  due 
exercise  of  his  legitimate  authority  on  a  permanent  founda- 
tion, deprived  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  of  every  hope  of  accom- 
plishing the  objects  of  his  ambition,  injustice  and  rapacity,  so 
long  as  that  alliance  should  be  successfully  maintained. 

83,  This  statement  of  facts  sufficiently  explains  the  anxiety 
of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  effect  the  subversion  of  an  ar- 
rangement, the  justice  and  equity  of  which  be  was  compelled 
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to  acknorledge,  and  for  that  chieftain's  unprovoked  prosecu- 
'  tion  of  hostile  deaigns  against  the  British  Government  and  its 
alHes. 

84.  Adverting  to  the  manifest  design  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
diah  to  aggrandize  his  power  by  annexing  the  dominion  and 
resources  of  the  Peishwa  to  his  own,  your  honourable  Com- 
mittee will  concur  in  the  expediency  of  supportmg  an  arrange- 
ment calculated  to  preclude  the  dangerous  consolidation  of 
the  power  and  resources  of  two  rival  branches  of  the  Mah- 
ratta  state,  in  the  hands  of  an  ambitious  and  enterprizing 
chieftain,  whose  disposition  is  hostile  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  whose  dominion  has  been  established  and  maui- 
tained  on  the  most  vulnerable  part  of  our  north-western 
frontier  in  Hindoetan,  by  a  formidable  military  force  under 
the  exclusive  command  of  French  officers. 

85.  The  motives  which  must  be  supposed  to  have  influ- 
enced the  Rajah  of  Berar  in  combining  his  power  with  that 
of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  for  the  subversion  of  the  alliance 
concluded  between  the  British  Government  and  the  Peishwa, 
were  manifestly  similar  to  those  which  actuated  the  conduct 
of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 

86.  The  Rajah  of  Berar  has  always  maintained  pretensions 
to  the  supreme  ministerial  authority  in  the  Mahratta  empire, 
founded  on  his  affinity  to  the  reigning  Rajah  of  Satara,  and 
in  the  course  of  a  conference  with  the  native  Secretary 
of  the  Resident  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  on  the  10th  of 
June,*  the  Rajah  of  Berar  distinctly  avowed  those  preten- 
sions. 

87.  Convinced  that  the  permanency  of  the  defensive  alh- 
ance  concluded  between  the  British  Government  and  the 
Peishwa,  would  preclude  all  future  opportunity  of  accom- 
plishing the  .object  of  his  ambition,  the  Rajah  of  Berar  ap- 
pears to  have  been  equally  concerned  with  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  in  the  subversion  of  that  alliance. 

88.  Although  the  views  ascribed  to  those  chieftains  were 
manifestly  incompatible  with  the  accomplishment  of  their  re- 
spective designs,  the  removal  of  an  obstacle  which  would 
efi^tually  preclude  the  success  of  either  chieftain  in  obtain- 
ing an  ascendancy  at  Poonah,  constituted  an  object  of  com- 

•  See  p,  170. 


Digitized  by  Google 


854  THE  GOVEBNOR-OBMBBAL  IN  COUNCIL  TO  Sept. 

mon  intei^Bt  to  both.  It  appears  also  to  be  bighly  probiJtile 
that  those  chieftuns,  sentdble  that  the  combinatioa  of  their 
power  afforded  the  only  prospect  of  subverting  the  alliance 
concluded  between  the  British  Government  and  the  Peishwa, 
agreed  to  compromise  their  respective  and  contradictory  pro- 
jects, by  an  arrangement  for  the  partition  of  the  whole  power 
and  dominion  of  the  Mahratta  state. 

89.  But  whatever  may  have  been  the  specific  objects  of 
Scindiab  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  the  operation  of  the  treaty 
of  Bassein  was  evidently  calculated  to  preclude  the  accom- 
plishment of  any  ambitious  projects  on  the  part  of  those 
chieftains,  and  to  confine  their  power  and  authority  within 
the  just  limits  of  their  respective  dominions. 

90.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  a  sufficient  cause  will 
be  discovered  of  the  hostile  conduct  of  those  chieftains,  al- 
though no  just  ground  of  complaint  should  even  have  been 
alleged  by  them  against  the  British  Government,  nor  any 
design  imputed  to  us  in.  any  degree  injurious  to  the  security 
of  the  acknowledged  rights  and  independence  of  Scindiah 
and  the  Rajah  of  Berar. 

91.  The  inability  of  those  chieftains  to  allege  any  groand 
of  complaint  against  the  British  Government  or  its  allies, 
affords  the  most  unequivocal  proof  of  the  justice  and  mo- 
deration of  our  proceedings. 

9S.  The  mere  junction  of  the  armies  of  Scindiah  and  the 
Rajah  of  Berar  upcm  the  frontier  of  the  dominions  of  our 
ally,  for  any  purpose  unconnected  with  the  security  of  the 
rights  of  those  chieftains,  would  have  compelled  the  British 
Government  to  demand  the  removal  of  those  armies  from 
that  menacing  position,  and  would  have  required  the  ado[^ 
turn  of  measures  of  precaution  on  our  part ;  and  the  refusal 
of  those  chieftains  to  comply  with  that  demand,  would  have 
justified  an  appwt  to  arms,  for  the  security  of  our  interests 
and  those  of  our  allies.  Under  actual  circumstances,  no 
other  security  for  the  padfic  conduct  of  those  chieftains 
could  have  been  accepted,  than  such  as  should  deprive  them 
of  the  power  of  jat)secuting  with  success  the  designs  which 
they  manifestly  entertained  against  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  British. Government  and  its  allies. 

93.  The  Governor-General  in  Council  deems  it  proper  in 
this  place  to  state,  in  a  distinct  and  connected  form,  the  lead- 
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tng  facts  of  the  late  transactions,  which  hare  tenninated  in  a 
dissolution  of  the  relations  of  amity  between  the  British  Go- 
Temment  and  the  confederated  chieftains,  Dowlut  Rao  Sctn- 
diah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar. 

94.  When  his  Highness  the  Peishwa  had  been  compelled 
by  the  violence  and  usurpation  of  a  subject  of  his  Oorem- 
ment  to  abandon  bis  capital,  his  Highness  solicited  and  ob- 
tained the  aid  of  the  British  power  for  the  restoration  of  his 
authority,  and  concluded  engagements  with  the  British  Go- 
vemment  calculated  to  secure  his  Highness's  rights  and 
independence  against  the  hostile  designs  of  any  foreign  or 
domestic  enemy.  Those  engagements  not  only  contained  no 
■stipulations  injurious  to  the  just  rights  of  the  feudatory  chief- 
tains of  the  Mafaratta  empire,  but  provided  additional  security 
for  the  unmolested  exercise  of  those  rights. 

95.  After  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiab  had  distinctly  expressed 
his  concurrence  in  the  propriety  of  the  measures  adopted  by 
the  British  Government  for  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa'a 
authority,  and  had  been  assured  by  the  Resident,  in  the 
name  of  the  British  Government,  that  those  engagements 
were  merely  of  a  defensive  nature ;  and  after  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  had  abandoned  the  untenable  assertion  that  the 
Peishwa  did  not  possess  the  right  to  conclude  such  engage- 
ments  without  the  concurrence  of  die  Mahratta  feudatories, 
that  chieftain  persisted  in  soliciting  the  junction  of  the  Rajah 
of  Berar  with  the  whole  body  of  his  forces,  for  the  purpose 
of  eventually  employing  their  united  power  and  resources  to 
subvert  the  arrangements  concluded  between  the  British  Go- 
vernment and  the  Peishwa ;  and  in  conformity  to  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah's  soUcitation,  the  Rajah  of  Berar  commenced  his 
march  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  proposed  junction  of 
their  numerous  armies  in  a  menacing  position  on  the  frontier 
of  the  ally  of  the  British  Government 

96.  Your  honourable  Committee  will  not  fail  to  observe, 
that  these  measures  were  not  adopted  by  those  chieftains 
with  a  view  to  the  defence  of  their  rights  and  interests, 
against  any  apprehended  design  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Government  to  injure  or  invade  them,  nor  to  the  protection 
or  internal  settlement  of  their  possessions  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Nizam's  dominions.    Those  measures  were  avowedly  con- 
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certed  for  tbe  express  purpose  of  enabling  those  chieftains 
to  carry  into  effect  their  eventual  resolution,  to  undertake  a 
war  of  aggression  against  the  British  Government  and  its 
allies. 

97.  Under  these  indications  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  those 
chiefttuns,  the  British  Government  merely  required  that  they 
should  retire  with  their  armies  to  their  usual  stations  in  Berar 
and  the  north  of  Hindostan,  proposing  that  the  British  army 
in  the  Deccan  should  also  retire  in  a  similar  manner. 

98.  At  the  moment  when  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  after  being 
apprized  of  all  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Baasein,  ac- 
knowledged that  it  contained  no  provisions  injurious  to  the 
rights  of  the  feudatory  chieftains,  that  chieftain  publicly  de> 
clared  to  the  Resident,*  that  the  question  of  peace  or  war 
with  the  British  Government,  depended  upon  the  result  of  a 
conference  with  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  whose  arrival  at  the  head 
of  the  whole  body  of  his  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Scindiah's 
camp,  was  then  daily  expected. 

99.  The  Governor-General  in  council  requests  your  ho- 
nourable Committee's  attention  to  the  hostile  and  insulting 
nature  of  this  declaration.  Occupying  a  position  with  the 
whole  body  of  his  forces  near  the  frontier  of  our  ally,  Scin- 
dtah  publicly  declared  in  open  Durbar,  to  the  representative 
of  the  British  Government,  that  he  awaited  the  arrival  of  the 
Rajah  of  Berar  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army  on  the  Iron- 
tier  of  the  dominions  of  our  ally,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding 
whether  the  united  arms  of  those  confederated  chieftains 
should  he  employed  in  the  prosecution  of  a  war  of  aggression 
against  the  British  Government  and  its  allies.  The  armies  of 
these  chieftiains  effected  the  proposed  junction,  and  the  chief- 
tains met  for  the  purpose,  avowed  by  Scindiah,  of  deciding 
"  whether  it  should  be  peace  or  war  with  the  Company."  After 
the  junction  of  their  armies,  those  chieftains  continued  by 
systematic  delays  and  evasions,  to  withhold  any  declaration 
with  regard  to  the  nature  of  their  designs  during  a  period  of 
two  months,  and  although  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  of 
time,  the  confederated  chieftuns  disavowed  all  intention  of 
obstructing  the  complete  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein, 
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they  refuaed  to  abandon  the  arrangement  avowedly  adopted 
and  the  position  occupied  for  the  eventual  prosecution  of 
faostitities  against  the  British  Government. 

100.  It  is  proper  to  observe,  that  during  the  whole  course 
of  the  negotiation  between  the  Resident  and  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah,  that  chieftain  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  employed 
their  most  asuduous  endeavours  to  induce  Jeswunt  Rao  Hol- 
kar  to  unite  in  the  confederacy,  and  to  form  a  junction  with 
the  allied  armies;  and  those  chieftains  even  assigned  the 
depending  negotiation  with  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  as  a  cause 
for  maintaining  their  united  armies  in  the  position  from  which 
they  were  required  to  retreat. 

101.  From  the  preceding  detail  the  following  facts  are  es- 
tablished— 

First.  That  according  to  the  evidence  of  &cts,  and  to  the 
distinct  avowal  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  and  the  Rajah  of 
Berar,  those  chieftains  had  no  cause  of  complaint  against  the 
British  Government,  nor  any  reason  to  apprehend  that  their 
just  rights  and  interests  were  exposed  to  hazard,  by  the  ar- 
rangements concluded  between  the  British  Government  and 
the  Peishwa. 

Secondly.  That  the  junction  and  continuance  of  the  armies 
of  those  chieftains  on  the  ftontier  of  the  Nizam,  was  avowedly 
unnecessary  for  any  purpose  connected  with  the  security  of 
their  rights,  or  with  the  protection  or  interna!  arrangement  of 
any  part  of  their  territorial  possessions. 

Thirdly.  That  the  general  conduct  and  language  of  those 
chieftuns  indicated  designs  of  an  hostile  nature  agunst  the 
British  Government  and  its  allies,  the  Peishwa  and  the  Nizam; 
and  that  Scindiah  had  distincUy  declared,  that  he  and  the 
Rajah  of  Berar  meditated  eventual  war. 

Fourthly.  That  those  chieftains  assembled  their  armies  in 
a  menacing  position  on  the  frontier  of  our  ally  the  Nizam,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  them  eventually  to  carry  those  deugns 
into  execution. 

Fifthly.  That  those  chieftains  proceeded  to  acts  of  direct 
hostility,  by  a  public  and  insulting  menace  of  war  against  the 
British  Government,  and  by  various  preparations  and  arrange- 
ments, hostile  to  the  British  Government  and  its  allies,  not 
only  without  any  cause  of  complaint  deducible  from  the  mea- 
sures and  proceedings  of  the  British  Government,  or  of  its 
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allieB,  but  under  a  dutiDCt  aduiowledgiiKitt  of  the  ti 

nature  of  our  arrangements  with  the  Feishwa,  and  an  avowed 

conviction  of  our  paiufic  inteatioDi. 

Sixthly.  That  the  hoitile  nature  of  (he  proceedings  of 
those  chieftains  and  their  repeated  violation  of  puhlic  faith, 
precluded  all  reliance  on  tbdr  pnHfiiaea  aad  professioDs,  and 
rendered  it  the  duty  of  the  British  GovemmeDt  to  require 
the  separation  and  return  of  their  armies  to  their  reapesctive 
territories,  as  the  only  security  to  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  British  Government  and  its  allies,  against  the  meditated 
designs  of  those  confederated  chieftains. 

Seventhly.  That  this  requisition  was  accompanied  hy  a  pro- 
posal to  withdraw  the  British  army  from  its  advanced  and 
commanding  position  at  Ahmednuggur  in  the  Deccan,  and  that 
such  a  proposal  was  not  only  an  incontrovertiUe  proof  of  the 
just  and  pacific  riews  of  the  Britbh  Government,  but  fur- 
nished ample  security  to  the  confederated  chieftains  against 
the  possibility  of  any  danger  which  could  he  apprehended 
by  them  from  their  comphance  with  our  requisition. 

102.  The  preceding  statement  sufficiently  demonstrates 
the  equity  of  the  arrangements  concluded  with  the  state  of 
Poonah,  and  the  justice  and  moderation  muiifested  by  the 
British  Government  in  carrying  those  arrangements  into 
effect.  It  may  however,  be  expedient  to  submit  to  your 
honourable  Committee,  some  observations  with  regard  to  the 
general  policy  of  the  alliance  which  has  been  coacluded 
between  the  British  Government  and  the  Feishwa,  and  to  the 
period  of  time,  at  which  that  important  arrangement  was 
accomi^shed. 

103-  The  grounds  on  which  the  policy  of  concluding  sub- 
sidiary engagements  with  the  state  of  Foonah,  similar  to  those 
which  were  concluded  with  the  Nizam  on  the  Ist  of  Septem- 
ber 1798  is  founded,  were  originally  stated  in  the  Govenrar- 
General's  instructions  to  the  Resident  at  Hyderabad,  under 
date  the  8th  of  July  1798  of  which  a  copy  was  transmitted 
to  your  honourable  Committee  with  our  despatch  of  the  23d 
of  August  1798  and  that  subject  was  resinned  in  our  des- 
patch of  the  18th  of  January  1800  which  communicated  to 
your  honourable  Committee  the  details  of  the  unsuccessful 
negotiations  between  the  British  Government  and  the  Peish- 
wa,  for  the  conclusion  of  subsidiary  engagements  after  the 
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termination  of  the  war  with  Tippoo  Sultaun ;  and  those  prin- 
ciples were  further  detailed  in  the  OoTemor-Geoeral's  sepa- 
rate tetter  to  your  honourable  Committee,  under  date  the  9th 
of  June  1800. 

104.  Your  honourable  Cwnmittee  on  various  occasions  has 
intimated  to  the  GoTemor-GreDeral  in  cooncU,  your  concur- 
rence in  the  principles  of  that  policy,  and  in  the  2itd  para- 
graph of  your  honourable  Committee's  despatch  of  the  10th 
of  September  1800,  your  honourable  Committee  expressed 
your  approbation  of  the  basis  of  the  proposed  arrangements 
with  the  state  of  Poonah.  Your  honourable  Committee  on 
that  occasion  signified  to  the  Governor-General  in  councU 
your  opinion,  that  with  a  view  to  secure  the  important  objects 
of  those  arrangements,  the  subsidiary  force  stationed  at 
Poonah,  should  not  be  less  than  6,000  regular  infantry,  with 
the  usual  proportion  of  artillery. 

105.  The  Governor-General's  acceptance  of  the  proposi- 
tions of  the  Court  of  Poonah  in  1799,  for  subsidizing  a  force 
consisting  of  two  battalions  of  native  infantry,  was  founded  on 
the  expectation  that  such  an  arrangement  must  necessarily 
lead  to  the  introduction  of  a  subsidiary  force  on  a  more  en- 
larged scale. 

106.  The  extent  of  the  subsidiary  force  actually  stationed 
with  his  Highness  the  Feishwa,  is  conformable  to  the  intima- 
tion of  your  honourable  Committee;  and  at  the  express  desire 
of  the  Peishwa,  the  amount  of  the  subsidiary  force  to  be 
stationed  at  Poonah,  has  been  augmented  since  the  conclusion 
of  the  treaty  of  Bassein,  by  the  addition  of  a  regiment  of 
cavalry ;  it  will  be  desirable  to  augment  the  detachilient  at 
Poonah  still  further,  until  it  shall  be  equal  to  that  at  Hyder- 
abad, which  now  consists  of  one  regiment  of  European  infan- 
try, six  battalions  of  native  infantry,  and  two  regiments  of 
native  cavalry. 

107.  The  general  defensive  engagements  concluded  with 
the  Nizam,  in  the  year  1800,  and  subsequently  proposed  to 
the  acceptance  of  the  Peishwa,  were  founded  on  the  same 
principles,  and  were  calculated  to  provide  improved  means  of 
accomplishing  the  original  objects  of  the  projected  system  of 
alliance  between  the  British  Government  and  the  states  of 
Hyderabad  and  Poonah. 

108.  The  detail  of  the  improved  arrangements  at  Hydera- 
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bad,  WB8  cominunicated  to  your  honourable  Committee  in  our 
despatch  of  the  3Ut  of  August,  1800. 

109.  Although  the  Governor-General  in  council  has  not 
been  honoured  by  any  intimation  of  your  honourable  Com- 
mittee's sentimenta  on  the  subject  of  the  arrangements  con- 
cluded at  Hyderabad  in  October  1800,  your  honourable 
Committee's  previous  concurrence  in  the  principles,  on  which 
those  arrangements  were  founded,  and  in  the  importance  of 
the  objects  to  which  they  were  directed,  has  satisfied  the 
Governor-General  in  council,  that  your  honourable  Committee 
would  approve  the  resolution  of  the  Governor-General,  to 
avail  himself  of  any  &vourable  opportunity  of  reviving  the 
negotiation  for  the  conclusion  of  defensive  and  subsidiary 
engagements  with  the  state  of  Poonah,  similar  to  those 
which  were  concluded  with  the  Nizam  in  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, 1800. 

110.  The  progress  of  events  both  in  Europe  and  in  Asia 
since  that  period  of  time,  has  tended  to  urge  the  expediency 
of  the  proposed  alliance  with  his  Highness  the  Peishwa,  and 
the  endeavours  of  the  Governor-General  have  accordingly 
been  assiduously  employed  for  the  accomplishment  of  that 
desirable  arrangement. 

111.  The  Governor-General's  instructions  to  the  Resident 
at  Poonah,  of  the  S3d  of  June,  180S,*  a  copy  which  accom- 
panied the  Governor-General's  despatch  to  your  honourable 
Committee  of  the  24th  of  December  1802,f  contains  a  review 
of  the  various  unsuccessftd  attempts  of  the  Britisb  Govern- 
ment to  engage  the  Peishwa's  consent  to  the  proposed  alli- 
ance; and  of  the  considerations,  which  rendered  the  improve- 
ment of  our  pohtical  connection  with  the  state  of  Poonah, 
an  object  of  essential  importance  to  the  complete  security  of 
the  British  empire  in  India. 

l\2.  The  justice  of  those  considerations  was  confirmed, 
and  the  policy  of  accomplishing  the  proposed  alliance,  was 
augmented  by  the  evento  which  subsequently  occurred  in  the 
Mahratta  empire. 

1 18.  After  the  power  of  the  Peishwa  had  been  annihilated 
by  the  success  of  Holkar  against  the  united  arms  of  the 
Peishwa  and  Dowlut  Rao  Scmdiah,  it  could  not  be  expected 

•  See  p.  12.  t  See  p.  3. 
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that  his  Hif^hness  would  have  been  restored  to  the  efficient 
exercise  of  his  authority,  either  by  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar,  or 
by  Dovlut  Rao  Scindiah. 

114.  The  design  of  the  former  chieftain  to  engross  the 
whole  power  and  authority  of  dte  state  of  Poonah,  was  demon- 
strated by  his  actual  usurpation,  and  by  tlie  project  which  he 
formed  and  endeavoured  to  accomplish,  of  phidng  on  the 
musnud  of  Poonah  a  new  Peishwa,  or  of  restoring  Bajee  Rao 
to  the  musnud,  under  circumstances  which  would  have  secured 
to  Holkar  the  whole  military  power,  Mid  civil  authority  of  the 
state.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  motives  of  ambition  and 
of  inveterate  enmity  against  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  would  in 
that  event  have  induced  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  to  direct  his 
arms  against  the  possessions  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  and 
the  accession  of  military  power  and  resources  which  Holkar 
would  have  acquired  by  the  permanent  establishment  of  his 
authority  in  the  state  of  Poonah,  would  probably  have  enabled 
him  to  prosecute  his  views  of  conquest  with  success. 

115.  If  the  arms  of  Dowhit  Rao  Scindiah  had  ultimately 
triumphed  over  those  of  Holkar,  the  power  and  resources  of 
the  state  of  Poonah,  together  with  those  of  Holkar,  would 
have  been  added  to  his  own. 

116.  Adverting  to  the  consideration  stated  in  the  preced- 
ing paragraph,  your  honourable  Committee  will  not  fail  to 
appreciate  the  peculiar  danger  to  which  the  British  interest 
would  have  been  exposed,  by  such  an  accession  of  power  in 
the  hands  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 

1 17.  Ko  ultimate  issue  of  the  distractions  at  that  time  ex- 
isting in  the  Mahratta  empire  could  reasonably  he  supposed, 
which  would  not  have  consoUdated  under  one  bead,  a  degree 
of  power  and  dominion  dangerous  to  the  British  Government, 
to  the  extent  in  which  the  balance  of  contending  interests  in 
the  Mahratta  empire  should  have  been  disturbed,  and  in  pro- 
portion to  the  means  which  a  power  so  consolidated  would 
possess,  of  eventually  co-operating  with  the  Government  of 
France  in  hostile  designs  against  the  British  empire  in  India. 

lis.  Those  convulsions  in  the  state  might  possibly  have 
Continued  for  some  time,  and  might  have  afforded  a  temporary 
security  to  the  British  Government  against  any  hostile  designs 
on  the  part  of  the  Mahrattas,  either  singly  or  united  with  an 
European  power.     But  the  effects  of  such  confusion  must 
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Speedily  have  extended  to  the  contiguous  dotnitiiona  of  onr 
ally  the  Niaam,  and  ultimately  to  those  of  the  Company,  and 
would  have  compelled  the  British  GoTernm«it  to  engage  in 
tbe  contest. 

119.  The  establishment  of  Holkar's  power  at  Poooah, 
would  probably  occasion  demands  on  the  part  of  that  chief- 
tain upon  bis  Highness  the  Nizam ;  but  even  under  a  con- 
trary supposition,  it  is  demonstrable  ftom  ^e  state  of  the 
country,  that  Holkar  could  not  long  have  maintained  an  army 
in  the  Deccan,  without  invading  tbe  dominions  either  of  the 
Nizam,  or  of  the  Company. 

1^.  The  territory  around  Poonah,  to  a  considerable  ex* 
tent,  having  been  entirely  desolated  by  the  troops  of  Holkar, 
that  chieftain  would  have  been  compelled  to  invade  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Nizam,  or  to  penetrate  into  the  country  situated 
to  the  southward  of  the  river  Kistna  for  the  subaiiteQee  of 
bis  numerous  troops  and  followers. 

ISi.  The  adoption  of  the  latter  alternative  would  have  re- 
tarded for  some  time  the  predatory  incursions  of  Holkar's 
troops  into  the  territory  of  the  Nizam  or  of  the  Company. 
But  when  the  immediate  resources  of  the  Peishwa's  southern 
provinces  should  have  been  exhausted,  Holkar  would  have 
been  compelled  to  draw  the  means  of  subsistence  for  bis 
troops  from  the  plunder  of  the  Company's  contiguous  terri- 
toiies,  on  the  resources  of  which  we  must  principally  have 
depended  for  the  supply  of  our  troops  in  the  contest  which 
that  irruption  would  have  rendered  inevitable.  If,  therefore, 
the  British  Government  had  not  adopted  measures  for  the 
restoration  of  the  Peishwa's  authority,  either  tbe  Company's 
territories,  or  those  of  our  ally  the  Nizam,  would  have  been 
exposed  to  all  the  evils  of  war,  while  neither  the  Company 
iior  the  Nizam  under  such  circumstances  could  have  pos- 
sessed the  means  which  both  now  command,  of  averting  the 
war  irom  their  own  dominions,  and  of  accelerating  its  pros- 
perous conclusion  by  a  v^orous  system  of  attack  upon  the 
enemy. 

\S2.  Tbe  restoration  of  tbe  Peishwa,  therefore,  under  the 
protection  of  the  British  power,  was  a  measure  indispensably 
requisite  for  the  defence,  not  only  of  the  territories  of  our 
allies,  but  of  our  own  possessions  bordering  the  Mahratta 
dotiunions  in  the  peninsula  of  India. 
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153.  The  conliniuutce  of  the  existing  coDTuIstons  in  the 
Mahratta  «npire  would  have  afforded  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  the  GoTemment  of  France  for  the  luccessful  prose- 
cution of  its  faTourite  object  of  establishing  a  dominion  within 
the  peninsula  of  Hindostan,  by  the  introduction  of  a  military 
foree  to  aid  the  cause  of  one  of  the  contending  parties;  and 
the  viewa  of  France  would  have  been  favoured  by  the 
strength  of  M.  Perron's  forces  established  in  the  Doab  of  the 
Jumna  and  Ganges,  at  Agra,  Delhi,  and  in  the  Punjab,  and 
by  tiie  faciUty  of  communicating  with  the  maritime  posses- 
sions retained  by  Scindiidi  in  Guzzerat.  The  security  and 
tranquillity  of  the  British  empire  in  India,  therefore,  might 
Intimately  have  been  endangered,  as  much  by  the  effects  of  a 
protracted  war&re  in  the  Mahratta  state,  as  by  the  immediate 
consolidation  of  a  dangerous  extent  of  power  and  dominion 
in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  contending  parties. 

154.  WhQe  the  views  of  the  Government  of  France  shall 
be  directed  to  the  establishment  of  its  authority  within  the 
peninsula  of  Hindostan,  it  is  manifestly  the  policy  of  the  Bri- 
tish Government  to  accomplish  such  a  system  of  alliances 
with  the  powers  of  India  as  may  preclude  the  occurrence  of 
those  internal  convulsions  which  would  afford  to  France  the 
most  favourable  opportunity  of  effectbg  her  ambitious  purt 
pose.  Independently  of  this  consideration,  the  prosecutionof 
such  a  system  of  alliance  is  prudent  and  advisable  in  the  de- 
gree in  which  the  tranquillity  and  prosperity  of  our  dominion 
is  endangered  by  the  disturbed  and  distracted  condition  of 
neighbouring  states. 

125.  The  restoration  of  the  Peishwa,  therefore,  to  the  just 
exercise  of  his  authority  under  the  protection  of  the  British 
Government,  and  the  conclusion  of  defensive  and  subsidiary 
engagements  with  his  Highness,  afforded  the  only  means  of 
precluding  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended,  either  from  the 
consolidation  of  a  formidable  power,  or  from  the  continuance 
of  the  distractions  in  the  Mahratta  empire. 

126.  In  a  letter  which  the  Governor-General  addressed  to 
the  honourable  the  Court  of  Directors,  under  date  the  3d  of 
August,  1799,  containing  a  review  of  the  interests,  the  power, 
and  disposition  of  the  several  states  of  India  under  the  change 
produced  in  the  relative  condition  of  those  states  by  the  con- 
quest of  Mysore,  the  Governor>General  expressed  his  opinion 
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that  a  consolidation  of  the  powers  of  the  Mahratta  empire  wag 
highly,  improbable,  and  that  it  would  requiTe  a  most  violent 
exercise  of  injustice  and  oppression  on  our  part  to  dispose  the 
suspicious  and  cautious  counsels  of  the  Court  of  Foonah  to 
luvour  the  progress  of  a  French  force  in  India. 

\27.  That  opinion  vas  amply  justified  by  the  situation  of 
affairs  in  the  Mahratta  empire  at  that  period  of  time ;  since 
that  time,  however,  the  internal  condition  of  the  Mahratta 
empire  has  suffered  a  material  change. 

1S8.  The  ascendancy  which  Scindiah  had  then  established 
in  the  state  of  Poonah  was  not  such  as  to  menace  the  actual 
dissolution  of  the  constitutional  form  of  the  Mahratta  empire, 
or  to  produce  a  civil  war  amongst  its  component  branches; 
and  the  contending  interests  of  the  several  feudatory  chief- 
tains appeared  to  afford  a  sufficient  security  against  any  dan- 
gerous consolidation  of  the  Mahratta  power. 

139.  Since  that  time  a  new  power  has  arisen  in  the  Mah- 
ratta state,  under  the  direction  of  Jeswmit  RaoHolkar,  which 
acquired  sufficient  strength  to  endanger  the  stability  of  all  the 
principal  feudatory  states,  and  was  actually  directed  to  the 
subversion  of  the  constitutional  form  of  the  empire. 

130.  If  the  progress  of  the  contest  which  ensued  between 
that  chieftain,  the  Peishwa,  and  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  had 
not  been  checked  by  the  seasonable  interposition  of  the  Bri- 
tish power  for  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa's  legitimate  au- 
thority, it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  in  the  moment  of 
extreme  danger  the  Peishwa,  or  either  of  those  chieftains, 
would  have  been  disposed  to  accept  the  aid  of  a  French  force 
for  the  support  of  his  cause,  and  that  the  contest  would 
either  have  terminated  in  the  consolidation  of  a  formidable 
power  in  the  Mahratta  state,  accompanied  by  the  complete 
establishment  of  the  authority  of  France  in  the  peninsula  of 
India,  or  would  have  required  the  interposition  of  our  arms 
after  the  aid  of  the  French  had  actually  strengthened  one  of 
the  belligerent  powers,  and  bad  consequently  increased  the 
difficulty,  expense,  and  hazard  of  the  war. 

131.  The  security,  therefore,  which  the  British  Govern- 
ment might  be  supposed  to  derive  from  a  balance  of  power 
and  interests  among  the  Mahratta  states,  and  from  the 
jealousy  which  the  Mahratta  nation  has  uniformly  entertained 
of  the   influence  and   ascendancy  of  any  European  power. 
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ceased  to  exiat,  and  that  security  hag  been  still  further  di- 
rainished  by  the  augmented  solidity  and  actual  independence 
which  the  French  force  in  the  serrice  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah 
has  gradually  acquired  since  the  termination  of  the  war  with 
Tippoo  Sultaun. 

13S.  AAer  the  expulsion  of  the  Peishwa  from  his  capital, 
□ot  only  the  Peishwa,  but  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  Jeswunt 
Rao  Holkar  afforded  the  most  unequivocal  proof  that  the 
characteristic  jealousy  of  the  Mahratta  states  would  not  have 
deterred  those  chieftains  from  having  recourse  to  the  ud  of 
France  if  an  opportunity  should  have  occurred  in  any  crisis 
of  affairs  in  which  dieir  danger  or  their  interest  should  have 
suggested  the  expediency  of  such  a  measure. 

13S.  The  Pebhwa  directly  solicited  and  obtained  the  aid  of 
the  British  power  for  the  restoration  of  his  audiority,  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah  indirectly  invited  our  co-operation  ostensibly  for 
the  same  purpose,  and  Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar  in  his  own  name 
and  in  that  of  Amrut  Rao  signified  his  consent  to  the  terms 
of  aUiance  which  had  been  proposed  to  the  Peishwa  on  the 
condition  of  our  support. 

134.  If  the  danger  or  the  interest  of  those  chieftains  was 
BO  urgent  as  to  induce  them  to  seek  the  aid  and  alliance  of  an 
European  state,  of  which  the  established  power,  extensive 
dominion,  and  unrivalled  ascendancy  in  India  bad  been  the 
peculiar  otgect  of  the  jealousy  and  apprehension  of  the  Mab- 
ratta  states,  it  may  reasonably  be  supposed  that  in  such  a 
crisis  of  affairs  any  of  those  chieftuns  would  have  been  still 
more  disposed  to  accept  the  aid  of  a  military  force  from  the 
French,  who,  being  destitute  of  any  regular  establishment  in 
India,  could  not  in  the  same  degree  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment be  an  object  of  jealousy  and  apprehension  to  the  native 
powers,  and  especially  to  the  Mahrattas. 

135.  If,  therefore,  the  British  Government  had  refused  to 
the  Peishwa  the  ud  which  he  solicited,  it  is  reasonable  to 
conclude  that  his  Highness  would  have  avmled  himself  of  any 
opportunity  which  might  have  occurred  for  obtaining  the 
assistance  and  co-operation  of  a  French  military  force,  and 
die  peace  existing  at  that  time  with  France,  might  have 
afforded  a  favourable  opportunity  to  the  French  power  in 
India  for  aiding  the  Peishwa  or  any  of  the  contending  parties 
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in  the  Mahratta  empire.  Admitting,  however,  that  the  cha- 
racteriBtic  jealousy  of  the  Mahratta  nation  might  deter  any  of 
the  Mahratta  chieftains  from  accepting  the  ud  of  a  consider- 
able body  of  European  troops  furnished  by  the  Government 
of  France,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  in  a  situation  of  emer^ 
gency  uiy  of  those  chieftuns  would  be  disposed  to  receive 
into  their  service  a  number  of  French  adventurers  to  be  em- 
ployed in  improving  the  discipline  of  their  armies,  and  in 
aagmenting  the  strength  and  efficiency  of  their  military  esta- 
blishments. The  evils  which  have  arisen  from  the  employ- 
ment of  French  officers  in  the  service  of  the  native  powers 
have  been  abundantly  manifested  in  the  gradual  establish- 
ment of  the  formidable  French  force  in  the  dominions  of  bis 
Highness  the  Nizam,  which  was  happily  dissolved  under  the 
operation  of  the  treaty  concluded  with  his  Highness  in  the 
year  1798,  and  in  the  growth  and  extension  of  the  force  lately 
under  the  direction  of  M.  Perron. 

136.  In  the  actual  situation  of  affairs  no  argument  unfavour- 
able to  the  policy  of  our  «)gagements  with  the  Peishwa  could 
justly  be  deduced  from  the  jealousy  with  which  the  othe* 
Mahratta  states  might  be  expected  to  contemplate  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  British  influence  in  the  state  of  Poonah.  The 
dangers  which  eventually  menaced  the  security  of  the  British 
dominion  in  India  under  the  circumstances  above  described^ 
far  exceeded  any  which  could  be  apprehended  from  the  effects 
of  that  jealousy,  and  could  only  have  been  averted  by  the 
interposition  of  the  British  power  for  the  restoration  of  order 
and  tranquillity  in  the  Mahratta  state. 

137.  From  the  preceding  remarks  it  appears  that  the  ac- 
knowledged policy  of  contracting  defensive  and  subsidiary 
engagements  with  the  state  of  Ponah  was  never  so  urgent  as 
at  the  moment  when  those  engagements  were  actually  con- 
cluded, and  the  course  of  recent  transactions  in  the  Mahratta 
empire  (aa  detailed  in  the  several  despatches  from  the  Gover- 
noi^General  to  your  honourable  Committee)  combined  with 
the  relative  power  of  the  British  Government  and  of  the  con- 
federated chiefs,  with  the  commanding  position  of  our  armies, 
and  with  the  exposed  condition  of  the  territories  of  Scindiah 
and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  at  that  period  of  time,  constituted  a 
crisis  of  affairs  apparently  favourable  to  the  paciiic  accom- 
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pliehment  of  that  arraDgement,  or  to  the  complete  success  of 
our  arms  in  the  event  of  opposition  on  the  part  of  Seindiah  or 
the  R^afa  of  Berar. 

138.  The  Governor-General  in  council  now  proceeds'  to 
state  to  your  honourable  Committee  the  progress  of  the  Bri< 
tish  arms  in  the  contest  in  which  this  Government  has  heen 
unavoidahly  uvolred  with  the  confederated  Mahratta  chief- 
tains. 

139.  The  compass  of  this  despatch  will  not  admit  the  im- 
mediate communication  to  your  honourable  Committee  of  the 
detuled  instructions  issued  by  the  Governor-General  to  his 
Excellency  the  commander-in-chief  on  the  several  points  of 
political  arrangement  described  in  the  Govemor-General's 
despatch  to  his  Excellency  of  the  27th  of  July.  Those  detaib 
will  be  transmitted  to  your  honourable  Committee  by  a  sea 
conveyance :  it  is  sufficient  to  state  on  the  present  occasion 
that  every  measure  has  been  suggested  and  adopted  which 
the  judgment  of  the  Governor-General  in  council  could 
devise  for  the  successful  accomphshment  of  those  arrange- 
ments. 

140.  On  the  7th  of  August  his  Excellency  the  commander- 
in-chief  commenced  his  march  with  the  main  body  of  the 
British  army  in  the  ceded  provinces  from  Cawnpore. 

141.  On  the  S8th  of  August  the  commander-in-chief  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  General  Perron  indicating  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  that  officer  to  effect  an  arrangement  which  might  pre^ 
elude  the  necessity  of  an  actual  contest  between  the  Bridsh 
forces  and  those  under  the  command  of  General  Perron.  It 
is  proper  to  apprize  your  honourable  Committee  that  General 
Perron  had  some  time  before  preferred  an  application  to  the 
British  Government  for  permission  to  enter  the  British  terri- 
tories, in  prosecution  of  his  intention  to  retire  from  the  ser- 
vice of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  with'  which  application  the 
Governor-General  immediately  complied.  Subsequent  events, 
however,  prevented  General  Perron  frODi' availing  himself  of 
that  permission.  The  commander-in-chief  replied  to  General 
Perron's  letter  by  desiring  him  to  despatch  a  confidential 
agent  to  bis  Excellency  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  on  the 
subject  of  General  Perron's  letter.  A  person  on  the  part  of 
M.  Perron  accordingly  met  the  commander-in-chief  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th  of  August,  but  having  evaded  the  pro- 
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positions  of  the  comtnander-in-chief  for  the  surrender  of 
M.  Perron,  be  departed  without  effecting  any  arrange- 
ment, 

14JS.  On  the  29th  of  August  the  British  army  arrived  in 
the  vidnity  of  Coel,  the  principal  station  in  the  territory  under 
the  authority  of  General  Perron.  The  forces  of  General 
Perron  were  drawn  up  in  a  strong  position  near  the  Fort  of 
AUyghur,  and  were  tnunetUately  attacked  by  the  British  army 
with  the  utmost  degree  of  skill,  gallantry,  -and  spirit  This 
vigorous  attack  compelled  the  enemy  to  retreat,  after  a  very 
slight  resistance. 

1 43.  On  the  4th  of  September  the  fort  of  Allyghur,  hitherto 
deemed  impregnable,  was  attacked  and  carried  by  assault,  by 
a  detachment  from  the  British  army. 

144.  Your  honourable  Committee  will  unite  with  the 
GovemorXJSeneral  in  council  in  applauding  the  extraordinary 
actirity,  valour,  and  perseverance  displayed  by  the  British 
troops  on  this  memorable  occasion. 

145.  To  enable  your  honourable  Committee  to  form  a  judg- 
mentofthe  importance  of  this  acquisition,  we  have  the  honour 
to  annex  to  this  despatch  copies  of  letters  which  were  found 
in  the  fort  after  its  capture. 

146.  On  the  7th  of  September  the  commander-in-chief  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  General  Perron,  renewing  his  application 
for  permission  to  retire  within  the  Company's  territories,  with 
which  application  the  comnunder-in-chief,  with  his  usual 
judgment  and  promptitude,  deemed  it  proper  immediately  to 
comply, 

147.  The  Governor-General  considered  the  retirement  of 
General  Perron  in  the  present  crisis  of  affairs  to  be  an  event 
highly  favourable  to  the  success  of  the  British  arms,  and  to 
l^e  interests  of  the  British  Government  in  India.  The  de- 
fection  of  that  officer,  may  be  expected  to  relieve  the  sur- 
rounding states  and  chieftains,  from  the  dread  which  they 
entertained  of  his  power,  and  to  encourage  them  to  manifest 
the  desire  which  they  are  generally  believed  to  entertain,  of 
emancipating  themselves  from  the  control  of  the  Mahratta 
power,  by  co-operating  with  the  British  forces.  This  event 
must  also  diminish  the  confidence  which  the  native  powers  of 
India,  have  been  accustomed  to  repose  in  l^e  fidelity  of  their 
Ftttich  officers. 
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148.  On  the  8th  of  September  the  Fort  of  Koorja,  which 
the  commander-in-chief  represents  to  be  of  considerable 
strength,  was  evacuated. 

149.  The  Governor-General  in  council  has  the  highest 
aatiafaction  in  transmitting  to  your  honourable  Committee  the 
accompanying  printed  copies  of  letters*  from  his  Excellency 
the  commander-in-chief,  dated  the  11th,  ISth,  and  13th  of 
September,  containing  the  important  intelligence  of  the  entire 
defeat  of  the  Mahratta  army  under  the  command  of  M.  Louis, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Delhi.  The  glory  of  this  most  brilliant  and 
decisive  victory  has  not  been  exceeded  by  any  of  the  nume- 
rous achievements  which  have  established  the  reputation  of 
the  British  arms  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe. 

150.  By  thiB  distinguished  success  the  French  force  esta- 
blished in  the  dominions  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  may  be  con- 
sidered to  be  completely  destroyed.  Your  honourable  Com- 
mittee will  not  fail  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  this  event 
under  the  actual  renewal  of  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
France. 

151.  The  Governor-General  in  council  has  the  further 
satisfaction  of  apprizing  your  honourable  Committee  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Mahratta  territory  through  which  the  Bri- 
tish army  has  passed,  have  uniformly  testified  the  utmost  joy 
at  the  success  of  our  arms,  and  have  been  active  in  furnishing 
supplies  and  provisions  to  the  British  troops. 

152.  Several  of  the  chieftains,  subjects  or  tributaries  to  the 
Mahratta  Government,  have  expressed  to  the  commander-in- 
chief  their  desire  to  place  themselves  under  the  protection  of 
the  British  Government,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  British 
forces ;  and  every  reason  exists  to  justify  an  expectation  that 
their  example  will  be  followed  by  many  of  the  Seik  chieftains 
and  others,  whom  the  power  and  ascendancy  of  General  Per- 
ron in  that  quarter  of  India  bad  compelled  to  yield  a  reluctant 
acquiescence  in  the  requisition  of  that  officer  for  the  aid  of 
their  respective  forces  in  the  present  contest. 

153.  Rajah  Runjeet  Sing,  the  Rajah  of  Lahore  and  the 
principal  amongst  the  Seik  chieftains,  has  transmitted  pro- 
posals to  the  commander-in-chief  for  the  transfer  of  the  terri- 
tory belonging  to  that  nation  south  of  the  river  Sutledge,  on 

*  AdvettiMinent«(iflh«23rd,  24th,  and  25th  of  September. 
VOL.  tli.  2  B 
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the  condition  of  mutual  defence  against  the  respective  enetnies 
of  that  chieftain  and  of  the  British  nadon. 

154^  His  Mi^esty  Shah  Allum  hag  manifested  the  utmost 
solicitude  to  avail  himself  of  the  protection  of  the  Britiili 
power,  and  your  honourable  Committee  will  anticipate  ftvm 
the  contents  of  the  commander-in-chiefs  despatch  of  the  18th 
of  September,  the  probability  that  his  Majesty's  person  and 
authority  will  speedily  be  entrusted  to  the  defence  of  the  Bri- 
tish power,  and  that  the  honourable  Company  will  soon  obtiun 
in  the  eyes  of  all  the  native  states  of  India,  the  distinguished 
honour  which  must  attend  the  deliverance  of  that  aged  and 
unfortunate  monarch  from  a  condition  of  the  utmost  degree 
of  misery  and  degradation,  and  his  restoration  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  British  Government  to  a  state  of  dignity,  com- 
petency and  eomibrt. 

15d.  The  Govemor-Oeneral  in  council  is  happy  to  inform 
your  honourable  Committee  that  no  event  has  occurred  to 
counterbalance  these  brilliant  successes.  Five  companies  of 
sepoys  under  the  command  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Coningham, 
occupied  a  small  frontier  post  at  Shekohabad.  That  incon- 
siderable body  of  troops  was  attacked  on  the  Snd  of  Sep- 
tember by  a  numerous  detachment  of  cavalry  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  Frenchman  named  Fleury,  and  succeeded  in  con^- 
pelliog  the  enemy  to  retreat,  but  beuig  again  attacked  on  the 
4th  of  September  by  the  same  superior  force,  and  having 
nearly  expended  its  ammunition,  the  party  of  British  troops 
capitulated  to  the  enemy.  On  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence 
his  Excellency  the  commander-in-chief  detached  a  consider- 
able body  of  cavalry  and  in&ntry  to  oppose  the  Mafaratta 
troops  under  tiie  command  of  M.  Fleury,  and  the  Governoiv 
General  in'  counol  has  since  had  the  satisfaction  to  learn  that 
the  approach  of  that  detachment,  combined  with  the  fall  of 
the  fortress  of  Allyghur,  induced  M.  Fleury  to  retire  precipi- 
tately with  the  troops  under  his  command  across  the  Jumna ; 
those  troops  have  since  dispersed. 

156.  The  Governor-General  in  council  now  proceeds  to 
communicate  to  your  honourable  Committee  the  course  of 
military  operations  on  the  western  side  of  India. 

157.  The  honourable  Major-General  Wellesley  who  occu- 
pied a  position  within  one  march  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah's 
fortress  of  Abmednuggur,  having  received  intelligence  of  the 
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issue  of  the  Resident's  negotiation,  comtnenced  his  march 
towards  that  fortress  on  the  8th  of  August,  and  the  same  day 
attacked  and  carried  by  escalade  the  fortified  town  of  Abmed- 
nuggur.  On  the  10th  of  August  the  batteries  of  the  British 
army  opened  against  the  fort,  which  was  surrendered  on  the 
ISth  instant.  For  the  details  of  this  brilliant  and  important 
success,  the  Governor-General  in  council  has  the  honour  to 
refer  your  honourable  Committee  to  the  enclosed  publication,* 
issued  by  the  authority  of  the  Governor-General  in  council, 
and  the  accompanying  printed  copyf  of  Major-General  Wel- 
tesley's  despatch  to  the  Governor-General  t^  the  ISth  of 
August 

158.  The  possession  of  this  fortress  is  of  peculiar  impor- 
tance to  the  prosecution  of  our  military  operations,  by  seeming 
the  communication  with  Poonah,  and  by  affording  a  depdt 
for  supplies  of  provisions  and  military  stores. 

159.  In  the  interval  of  time  between  the  12th  and  21gt 
of  AuguBt,  the  date  of  the  latest  advices  from  that  officer, 
Mqor-General  Wellesley  took  possession  of  all  the  districts 
dependent  on  Ahmednuggur,  yielding  an  estimated  annual 
revenue  of  six  lacs,  thirty-four  thousand  rupees;  those  districts 
were  placed  under  the  temporary  management  of  a  British 
officer. 

160.  On  the  2Ist  of  August,  a  part  of  the  force  under  the 
command  of  Major.General  Wellesley  bad  crossed,  and  the 
remainder  was  crossing  the  river  Godaveree,  on  its  march 
towards  the  enemy,  and  eventually  to  form  a  junction  with  the 
subsidiary  force  of  Hyderabad  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Stevenson,  which  occupied  a  poaiUon  near  Jafirabad. 

161.  By  the  latest  advices  from  the  armies  of  the  confe- 
derated cl^eftainB,  it  appears  that  those  chieftains  had  des- 
patched their  heavy  baggage  to  Boorhanpore,  and  were 
moving  towards  the  Budowlee  pass,  one  of  the  passes  into 
the  territories  of  the  Nizam. 

162.  The  following  is  the  amount  of  the  respective  forces 
of  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  assembled 
near  the  Nizam's  frontier  on  the  5th  of  July — 

■  General  Orden,  29th  of  Angtut  t  tee  p.  282. 
t  General  Orders,  8Ui  of  September  i  «ee  p.  296. 
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Forcet  o/Scindiah.—Ctvalty,  18,500 ;  infantry,  1 1  battaliooi,  matdilock 
■DCD,  500  i  he&ry  ordnance,  35  ;  field  piecw,  1 70. 

Forcei  iff  the  Rajah  of  Bmir.— Cavalry,  20,000;  infantry,  6,000;  field 
pieMS,  35  i  rocket  men,  600 ;  camel  gaat,  500. 

163.  The  foregoing  statement  mcludeB  troops  of  every  des- 
cription. The  Governor-General  in  council  has  reason  to 
believe,  that  the  number  of  the  confederated  forces  has  been 
considerably  diminished  by  desertion,  in  consequence  of  the 
scarcity  of  provisions. 

164.  The  force  under  the  immediate  command  of  Major- 
General  Wellesley,  consists  of  1,731  European  and  native 
cavalry,  •  6,999  infantry,  -j-  exclusive  of  European  artillery- 
men, and  653  pioneers,  of  the  establisbment  of  Fort  St. 
George,  2,400  cavalry  belonging  to  the  Rajah  of  Mysore,  and 
about  3,000  Mahratta  horse.  Two  battalions  of  aepoya  were 
detached  in  the  month  of  July  with  a  large  convoy  of  treasure, 
bullocks,  and  grain,  from  the  army  under  the  command  of 
his  Excellency  Lieut. -Gen era!  Stuart,  to  the  army  of  Major- 
General  Wellesley.  The  British  force  remaining  at  Poonah 
for  the  protection  of  that  capital,  consists  of  1,778  infantry 
and  artillery.  % 

165.  The  forces  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Stevenson, 
consist  of  the  whole  of  the  subsidiary  force,  amounting  to 
7,920  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery;  §  and  about  16,000  men,- 
cavalry  and  infantry  of  his  Highness  the  Nizam's  troops. 

166.  The  Resident  at  Poonah  will  receive  instructions  to 
communicate  to  your  honourable  Committee,  the  progress  of 
the  operations  of  the  British  armies  to  the  date  of  his  latest 

■  Cavalry.— H.  M.'«  19th  lif^t  drBf^nn,  334;  4th,  5tb,  and  7th,  rtfp- 
menla  native  cavalry,  1347— total  1731.    Artillery,  173. 

t  lufautry.— H.  M.'b  74th  regiment,  and  H.  M.'s  78tli  regiment,  1368; 
firit  liatlaliou  2Dd,  N.  1. 1  fiiBt  banalion  8th,  N.  I.;  ercond  battalion  12ib, 
N.l, ;  second  haitalion  19th,  N.  !.[  and  ibird  regiment  N.  I.,  6631.— 
Total  8903.  With  35?  Mndrae  artillery  loBcan,  and  65.')  Madras  pioneers. 

*  H.  M.'s  84th  rejpnient,  five  companies,  470;  European  artillery oien, 
93;  niitive  infantry,  1216.— Total  1778.  AVith  117  Bombay  lascars,  and 
a  small  park  of  artillfry. 

§  Cavalry. — 3rd,  and  6ih,  regiments  native  cavalry,  909 ;  artillery,  120. 
lufunlry.— H.  M.'a  Scotch  bri)[mte,  778(  second  battalion  2nd,  N.  I., 
first  butlalioD  6lh,  N.  1.,  second  battalion  7th,  N.  I.,  second  battalion  9th, 
N.  I..and  llth,repmeni  N.  I.,  6113.— Total  7920.  With  276 gun  lascars. 
and  212  pioneers. 
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advices,  at  the  period  of  time  when  this  despatch  shall  reach 
Poena h. 

167.  The  most  active  measures  have  been  adopted  under 
the  orders  of  the  Governor-General,  for  the  occupation  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah's  sea-port  of  Baroach ;  and  the  Gover- 
nor-General in  council  confidently  hopes,  that  the  information 
from  Bombay  of  the  capture  of  that  important  place  will 
accompany  this  despatch. 

168.  By  the  latest  advices  it  appears,  that  Jeswunt  Rao 
Holkar  still  maintained  his  position  between  the  rivers  Taptee 
and  Nerbuddah ;  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  R^jah 
of  Berar  and  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  have  succeeded  in  their 
endeavours  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  that  chieftain. 

169.  In  our  despatch  of  the  1st  of  August,  the  Governor- 
General  in  council  informed  your  honourable  Committee,  that 
the  attention  of  tfae  Governor-General  was  directed  to  the 
formation  of  an  arrangement  for  the  occupation  of  the  province 
of  Cuttack.  For  this  purpose  a  part  of  the  northern  division 
of  the  army  under  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  com- 
manded by  Lieut. -Colonel  Campbell,  was  ordered  to  be  holdea 
in  readiness  to  proceed  on  that  expedition  from  Ganjam,* 
and  a  detachment  consisting  of  two  companies  of  his  Majesty's 
SSnd  regiment  of  foot,  and  a  part  of  the  30th  Bengal  regiment 
was  despatched  from  Bengal,  to  reinforce  tfae  tooops  under 
Lieut. -Colon el  Campbell's  command ;  the  whole  of  that  force 
consists  of  56d  Europeans  of  bis  Majesty's  and  the  honour- 
able Company's  troops,  3,S00  sepoys,  and  a  party  of  native 
cavalry  consisting  of  fifty  men. 

170.  The  Governor-General  also  directed  a  detachment  con- 
sisting of  500  Bengal  volunteers,  and  twenty-one  artillerymen, 
with  four  six-pounders  to  proceed  by  sea,  under  tfae  command 
of  Captain  Morgan,  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  Balasore ; 
and  another  detachment  has  been  formed  at  Jelasore,  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Ferguson,  consisting  of  835 

■  Force  auembled  at  Oanjam. — Cavalry,  fiO ;  Artilleiy—Benjftil,  GO, 
Madras,  12;  Infuitry — H.  M.'g  22n(l  regimeni,  tivo  companies,  203t 
Madras  European  reKimeot,  300;  20th  Bengal  N.  I.,  600  ;  9th  Madras 
N.I.,600;  I9th  Maaras  N.  1.,  1,000— total  2815.  Sent  trom  Bengal  to 
Balasore  b>  Ka.— Bengal  voluuteen,  500;  artillery  21— total  521.  At 
Jelasore.— Cavalry,  wiili  two  gallopere,  34 ;  arlillery,  '22 ;  native  infantry, 
835— total  941 ;  with  50  gun  hacara. 
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sepoys,  and  eighty-four  men  of  the  GoTemor-GeneraTs  body- 
guard, for  the  purpose  of  advancing  into  the  province  of 
Cuttack,  and  forming  a  junction  with  the  detachment  at  Bala- 
sore,  when  the  state  of  the  intermediate  country,  or  the  pro- 
gress of  the  main  army  shall  favour  that  movement.  This 
detachment  is  supported  by  a  force  of  1,400  sepoys,  assembled 
at  Midnapore  under  the  command  of  LieuL-Colonel  Fenwick. 

171.  It  is  proper  to  inform  your  honourable  Committee, 
that  in  consequence  of  a  severe  illness  which  prevented  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Campbell  from  proceeding  with  the  army,  the  Go- 
vernor-General despatched  Lieut.-Colonel  Harcourt,  of  his 
Majesty's  ISth  regiment,  his  Lordship's  Military  Secretary, 
to  Ganjam,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  command  of  that 
army. 

liz.  On  the  8th  of  September,  the  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut.-Colonel  Campbell  commenced  their  march 
from  Gaqjam.  On  the  llth  of  September,  Lieut-Colonel 
Harcourt  arrived  at  Ganjam  and  took  the  command  of  the 
troops,  Lieut^Colonel  Campbell  continuing  in  a  state  of  health 
which  rendered  him  unable  to  move  with  the  expedition. 

173.  On  the  14th  instant,  the  British  troops  conducted  by 
Lieut.-Colonel  Harcourt,  took  possession  of  Manikapatam 
without  any  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  Mahratta  troops, 
who  fled  on  the  approach  of  our  army. 

174.  From  that  station  Lieut.-Colonel  Harcourt  despatched 
a  letter  to  the  principal  Bramins  of  the  pagoda  of  Juggernaut 
encouraging  them  to  place  the  pagoda  under  the  protection 
of  the  British  troops. 

175.  On  the  16th  instant,  a  fovourable  answer  was  received 
from  the  Bramins,  and  a  deputation  was  sent  to  the  British 
camp  to  claim  the  protecdon  which  had  been  offered  by 
Lieut-Colonel  Harcourt 

176.  On  the  IStb  instant,  the  army  encamped  at  Juggernaut ; 
the  Mahratta  troops  which  were  there  stationed  fled  on  its 
approach. 

177.  The  inhabitants  of  the  country  subject  to  the  Mah- 
ratta Government  through  which  the  British  troops  have 
passed,  have  manifested  the  utmost  degree  of  satisfaction  at 
their  approach. 

178.  On  the  SIst  instant,  the  detachment  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Morgan  landed  at  Balauore,  and  succeeded 
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in  occupying  that  station  after  a  very  slight  resistance  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy. 

179.  From  the  accounto  which  have  been  received  with 
regard  to  the  troops  of  the  R^ah  of  Berar  m  the  Province 
of  Cuttacli,  there  is  do  reason  to  suppose  that  these  troops 
are  either  numerous  or  formidable,  nor  is  it  probable  that  they 
can  receive  any  considerable  reinforcements  firom  Berar,  while 
Major-General  Wellesley's  operations  engage  the  attention 
of  the  Rajah  for  the  defence  of  his  person  and  of  his  capital ; 
at  all  events  it  may  be  expected,  that  the  introduction  of  any 
additional  force  into  the  Province  of  Cuttack  will  be  effec- 
tually prevented  by  the  previous  occupation  of  the  passes 
leading  into  that  province,  either  by  the  British  troops,  or  by 
the  chieftains  occupying  the  territory  on  the  Irontier  of  Cut- 
tack, whom  we  may  be  enabled  to  concQiate  to  the  interests 
of  the  British  Government. 

180.  The  Govemor-Gei)eral  in  council  entertuns  a  hope 
that  the  officers  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  may  be  induced  to 
surrender  the  possession  of  that  province  to  the  British  power 
vrithout  a  contest ;  and  the  Governor-General  has  adopted 
measures  calculated  to  produce  that  desirable  event ;  under 
any  probable  circumstances,  however,  the  Govemor-General 
in  council  confidently  anticipates  the  complete  and  speedy 
success  of  the  expedition  against  the  province  of  Cuttack. 

1 81 .  In  our  despatch  of  the  1  st  of  August,*  the  Governor- 
General  in  council  apprized  your  honourable  Committee  of 
the  expected  death  of  his  Highness  the  Nisam. 

182.  The  event  took  place  on  the  6th  of  August ;  his 
Highness's  eldest  son  Mirza  Secunder  Jah  was  immediately 
proclaimed  successor  to  the  Soobahdary  of  the  Deccan ;  on 
the  7th  of  August,  Mirza  Secunder  Jah  formally  took  his 
seat  on  the  musnud,  to  which  he  was  conducted  by  the 
Resident  at  Hyderabad,  and  by  Rajah  Bagotim  Rao,  the 
deputy  of  his  late  Highness's  prime  minbter  Azim  ul  Omra, 
and  received  the  congratulatory  presents  of  all  the  principal 
officers  of  his  government  at  Hyderabad. 

1S3.  On  that  occasion,  the  Resident  at  Hyderabad  was 
received  by  his  Highness  with  the  most  distinguished  honours 
as  the  representative  of  the  British  Government  in  India, 

•  See  p.  Sfifi. 
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and  bie  Highnees  publicly  delivered  to  the  Resident  an  in- 
strument under  his  Highness's  seal,  acknowledging  the  oUi- 
gation  of  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  the  state  of  Hyderabad. 

184.  The  Governor-General  had  previously  directed  the 
Resident  to  require  from  Secunder  Jah  the  delivery  of  an 
instrument  to  that  effect,  as  the  first  act  of  that  Prince's  Go- 
vernment, and  his  Highness  assented  to  that  requisition  with 
tbe  utmost  readiness. 

185.  Rajah  Ragotim  Rao  on  that  occasion,  suggested  the 
demand  of  a  corresponding  engagement  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Government,  which  suggestion  the  Resident  properly 
rejected.  The  Governor-General  in  council  however,  being 
of  opinion  that  a  voluntary  act  of  recognition  on  our  part, 
would  tend  to  conciliate  the  confidence  of  Secunder  Jah,  and 
would  produce  an  impression  on  the  minds  of  his  subjects, 
and  of  the  several  princes  and  chieftains  of  India,  and  parti- 
cularly on  the  mind  of  his  Highness  tbe  Peishwa,  highly 
favourable  to  the  creditof  our  justice,  moderation,  and  public 
faith,  deemed  it  expedient  to  execute  an  engagement  in  terms 
corresponding  with  the  instrument  delivered  by  Secunder 
Jah,  and  an  instrument  to  that  effect  was  accordingly  executed 
by  the  Governor-General  in  coundl  under  the  seal  of  the 
honourable  Company,  and  transmitted  to  the  Resident,  with 
directions  to  deliver  it  to  his  Highness  the  Soobahdar  in  the 
most  pubUc  and  formal  manner. 

186.  The  Governor-General  in  council  has  great  satisfac- 
tion in  stating  to  your  honourable  Committee,  that  the  event 
of  his  Highness  the  Nizam's  death  has  not  occasioned  any 
interruption  of  the  public  tranquillity,  and  that  the  accession 
of  Mirza  Secunder  Jah  has  been  generally  and  cheerfully 
acknowledged  by  the  younger  sons  of  his  late  Highness,  and 
by  all  the  officers  and  subjects  of  bis  Highness's  Govern- 
ment. 

187.  The  preservation  of  tranquillity  at  this  crisis  must  be 
ascribed  principally  to  the  position  of  our  armies,  under  the 
command  of  Major-General  Wellesley  and  Colonel  Stevenson, 
and  of  a  considerable  detachment  from  tbe  army,  under  the 
personal  command  of  his  Excellency  Lieut.-General  Stuart, 
which  his  Excellency,  under  the  orders  of  the  Governor- 
General   despatched  towards  the   southern  frontier  of  the 
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Nisam's  dominions,  for  the  purpose  of  eventually  proceeding 
to  Hyderabad,  if  the  situadon  of  affairs  should  render  auch 
a"moTement  expedient  or  neceesary  for  the  preservation  of 
tranquillity,  or  for  securing  the  regular  order  of  succession  on 
the 'death  of  the  Nizam. 

'  188.  Adverting  to  the  known  designs  and  proceedings  of 
tbe^confederated  chieftains  with  relation  to  the  Britbh  Go- 
vernment, to  the  intrigues  which  tbey  had  long  carried  on  at 
the  Court  of  Hyderabad,  with  a  view  to  dissolve  the  connec- 
tion  subsisting  between  the  British  Government  and  tbe  state 
of  Hyderabad,  and  to  the  position  of  their  united  armies  on 
the  frontier  of  the  Nizam's  dominions,  it  can  scarcely  be 
doubted  that  unless  the  movements  of  their  armies  had  been 
checked  by  the  position  of  the  British  troops,  those  chieftains 
would  have  taken  advantage  of  the  event  of  the  Nizam's 
decease,  to  excite  commotions  in  the  state  of  Hyderabad,  and 
to  disturb  the  regular  order  of  succession  by  affording  the 
aid  of  their  troops  in  support  of  the  known  pretensions  of 
Ferreedoon  Jab,  (the  younger  brother  of  Secunder  Jab)  to 
the  musnud  of  Hyderabad. 

189.  The  expected  event  of  his  Highness  the  Nizam's 
decease,  and  the  opportunity  which  that  event  might  afford 
to  the  confederated  chieftains  in  the  actual  position  of  their 
armies  to  prosecute  their  injurious  designs,  furnished  an  addi- 
tional reason  for  requiring  those  chieftains  to  withdraw  their 
armies  from  the  menacing  position  which  they  occupied  on 
the  frontier  of  the  Nizam's  dominions. 

190.  The  Governor-General  in  council  deems  it  proper  to 
transmit  to  your  honourable  Committee,  an  extract  from  a 
despatch  from  the  Resident  at  Poonah,  detailing  propositions 
on  the  part  of  his  Highness  tbe  Peishwa,  for  the  transfer  to 
tbe  honourable  Company  of  a  part  of  his  Higbness's  posses- 
sions in  the  Province  of  Bundlecund,  yielding  an  estimated 
annual  revenue  of  thirty-six  lacs  of  rupees,  in  lieu  of  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  by  his  Highness  in  the  southern  quarter  of  bis 
dominions,  and  of  a  part  of  the  cessions  in  tbe  vicinity  of 
Sural,  and  other  proposed  modifications  of  the  treaty  of 
Bassein. 

191.  The  Governor-General  in  council  considering  those 
proposed  modifications  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein  to  be  a  con- 
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■iderable  improTemeDt  of  the  terms  of  that  treaty,  with 
reference  to  the  interests  of  the  British  Goreminent,  has 
assented  to  the  Peishwa's  propositions, 

193.  YooT  honourable  Committee  will  obserre  with  sati«- 
facdon,  that  these  propositions  from  the  Peishwa  afforded  an 
unequivocal  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  his  Highness's  dispositicm 
to  adhere  to  the  principles  and  spirit  of  the  altiance  happily 
concluded  between  his  Highness,  and  the  British  Govern- 
ment. 

193.  In  conformity  to  the  plan  of  operations  and  political 
arrangements  contuned  in  the  Governor-General's  instruc- 
tions to  hia  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief,  of  the  S7th 
of  July,  (of  which  a  copy  accompanied  our  despatch  of  the 
1st  of  August,)  a  considerable  detachment  of  British  troops 
was  assembled  near  Allahabad,  for  the  purpose  of  co-opera- 
ting with  the  force  under  the  command  of  Himmut  Baha- 
dur (one  of  his  Highness  the  Peishwa's  principal  officers  in 
Bundlecund)  in  the  occupation  of  that  province,  agreeably  to 
the  proposals  which  that  officer  some  time  since  transmitted 
to  the  British  Government,  as  noted  in  the  59th  paragraph 
of  this  despatch ;  and  the  Govemor-General  has  received 
information  that  the  detachment  has  crossed  the  river  Jumna, 
and  entered  the  province  of  Bundlecund. 

194.  The  Governor-General  in  council  has  every  reason  to 
expect  the  pacific  introduction  of  the  Company's  authority 
into  the  province  of  Bundlecund,  and  the  late  cession  of  a 
part  of  the  Peishwa's  possessions  in  Bundlecund  may  be 
expected  greatly  to  facihtate  the  accomplishment  of  that 
object. 

195.  Adverting  to  the  brilliant  success  and  rapid  progress 
of  the  British  arms  in  the  present  contest  with  the  confede- 
rated Mahratta  chieftains,  to  the  accumulated  and  seasonable 
pressure  of  an  active  and  skilful  system  of  military  operations 
on  all  the  most  valuable  points  of  their  resources  and  domi- 
nions, and  to  the  probable  issue  of  the  various  political 
arrangements  adopted  on  this  occasion  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  co-operation,  or  neutraUty  of  the  several  states 
and  chieftains,  whose  power  and  resources  might  be  employed 
in  support  of  the  enemy's  cause,  the  Governor-General  enter- 
tains a  confident  expectation  of  the  early  conclusion  of  peace 
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with  those  chieftains  on  terms,  which  ahall  deprive  them  of 
the  means  of  disturlnng  the  tranquillity  of  our  possessions, 
and  of  impairing  the  efficiency  and  stability  of  our  alliancea. 

196.  Under  the  prosperous  issue  of  such  a  general  pacifi- 
cation, we  expect  that  with  a  considerable  augmentation  of 
the  lustre  and  glory  of  the  British  anfis  in  India,  we  shall 
witness  the  accomplishment  of  a  comprehenaire  system  of 
alliances  and  political  connection  in  Hindostan  and  the  Dec- 
can,  calculated  to  promote  the  general  banquilUty  of  India, 
and  to  secure  on  the  most  permanent  foundations  the  interests 
and  dominions  of  the  honourable  Company,  agiunst  the  hostile 
attempts  of  any  native  or  European  power,  and  especially  to 
protect  the  north-western  frontier  of  Oude,  and  to  destroy 
the  last  remnant  of  French  influence  in  India. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Honourable  Sirs, 

with  the  greatest  respect. 
Your  moet  obedient  and  faithful  servants, 
Welleslet. 
G.  H.  Barlow. 
G.  Ubny. 


Lord  Cattiereugh  lo  the  Marqueu  ffelleiley. 

(Most  Secret.) 

LoodoD,  April  SS,  1803. 
My  dear  Lord,  [Received  Sept.  27,  1803.] 

I  think  I  may  now  safety  venture  to  assure  your  Lordship, 
in  confidence,  that  you  will  receive  very  shortly  orders  from 
the  Court  of  Directors  suspending  their  former  directions  for 
the  abolition  of  the  College  of  Fort  William,  and  directing 
you  to  continue  it  on  its  present  establishment  till  further 
notice.  Whatever  it  may  be  ultimately  wise  to  do  with  this 
valuable  institution,  I  have  not  thought  it  expedient,  afier  all 
that  has  passed  on  this  subject,  to  press  for  more  than  the 
revocation  of  their  former  orders.  This  will  restore  the  whole 
to  the  footing  on  which  it  stood  previously  to  the  despatch  of 
Jan.  I  SOS.  Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  prevail  as 
to  the  best  mode  of  accomplishing  an  object,  in  the  necessity 
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of  which  all  are  agreed,  namely,  providing  means  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  junior  civil  servants  of  the  Company,  your  Lord- 
.  ship  may  rely  that  no  further  step  will  be  taken  in  Europe 
which  can  disturb  the  existing  arrangement,  dll  the  Govern- 
ment at  home  shall  have  the  advantage  of  communicating  fully 
with  you,  and  of  availing  themselves,  on  your  Lordship's  re- 
turn, of  your  advice  and  assistance.  I  shall  take  care  to 
have  copies  of  the  Court's  orders  forwarded  to  the  subordi- 
nate presidencies,  that  no  unnecessary  delay  may  occur  in 
forwarding  the  writers  to  Fort  William  from  Fort  St  George 
and  Bombay. 

The  despatch  relative  to  the  liquidation  of  debt  has  been 
delayed  from  some  legal  doubts  which  have  been  raised  as  to 
the  instructions  therein  contained  being  within  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  of  1793.  This  is  a  mere  question  of  form,  which 
will  easily  be  disposed  of.  The  more  substantial  arrange- 
ments for  carrying  our  purpose  into  effect,  I  am  happy  to 
acquaint  your  Lordship,  are  in  forwardness.  Above  a  milhon 
of  silver  has  already  been  shipped  in  the  present  season  for 
India  and  China,  and  a  supply  to  the  extent  of  £600,000  more 
is  absolutely  secured. 

It  is  not  our  intention  in  any  degree  to  relax  or  limit  our 
efforts  in  this  most  important  object.  The  Chairs  are  now 
as  much  alive  to  the  policy  of  the  measure  as  I  could  wish 
them,  and  co-operate  cordially  with  me  in  all  my  views  for  tiie 
reduction  of  the  foreign  debt.  What  can  be  procured,  your 
Lordship  may  rely  on  receiving,  and  after  the  close  of  the 
present  season,  the  Interval  before  the  ships  of  tbe  next  sea- 
son are  under  despatch  shall  be  employed  in  collecting  the 
most  liberal  supply  of  bullion  that  can  be  obtuned. 

I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  the  state  of  the  treasury  at  Can- 
ton will  divert  so  large  a  proportion  as  half  a  miUion  of  this 
supply  from  the  immediate  service  of  India ;  but  this  will  col- 
laterally relieve  the  Bengal  treasury,  and  I  trust  that  with 
above  a  million  in  the  present  season,  and  the  prospect  even 
of  a  larger  amount  in  tbe  ensuing  year,  your  Lordship  will 
be  enabled  to  put  our  plan  so  far  in  a  process  of  execution  as 
will  ensure  its  ultimate  success. 

I  bave  directed  a  copy  of  my  budget  to  be  sent  you,  and  I 
shall  be  anxious  to  hear  that  you  partake  in  the  confidence  I 
have  ventured  to  express,  that  with  due  exertions  at  home  in 
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the  trensnussioD  of  silver,  the  liquidation  of  debt  may  be  ef- 
fected in  peace  to  the  ext«nt  of  two  miUions,  and  in  war,  of 
one  million  a-year. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord, 
with  great  regard,  very  sincerely  yours, 

Castlbreaqb. 


Lieut. -General  Lake  to  the  MoTfueti  B^elUilty. 

My  LoED,  Oomuly,  Sept  29th,  1803. 

Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant  reached  me  last  night, 
couched  in  such  terms  of  fnendship  and  flattering  approbation 
of  my  conduct  as  to  leave  me  quite  destitute  of  words  to  ex- 
press my  feelings  and  sensations  upon  the  occasion,  and  I  can 
only  assure  your  Lordship  that  although  I  may  be  deficient 
in  language  to  thank  you  for  your  abundant  kindness  towards 
me,  my  heart  overflows  with  gratitude,  and  will,  as  long  as  I 
draw  breath,  ever  glow  with  the  warmest  sentiments  of  attach- 
ment and  affection  for  the  confidence  and  powers  you  have  so 
liberally  and  fully  entrusted  and  reposed  in  me,  and  of  which 
I  trust  you  will  never  have  cause  to  repent. 

I  accord  with  your  Lordship  in  thinking  that  the  honour 
and  interest  of  our  country  must  certainly  console  us  for  the 
loss  of  so  many  brave  men,  when  we  consider  the  advantage 
of  their  achievements. 

It  affords  me  very  peculiar  satisfaction  to  perceive  your 
Lordship  approves  so  entirely  of  my  conduct  in  the  capture 
of  AUghur,  as  I  stood  alone  in  my  opinion  respecting  the  at- 
tack. I  am  now  more  than  ever  convinced  it  was  perfectly 
right,  as  a  long  siege  would  have  lost  the  country,  and  cost 
us,  I  do  most  firmly  believe,  a  considerable  number  more  lives. 

I  used  every  endeavour  to  avoid  the  efiusion  of  human 
blood,  which  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  my  mind,  as 
I  think  no  man  in  my  situation  should  wantonly  throw  away 
the  lives  of  his  own  men,  or  inhumanly  butcher  those  of  his 
enemy.     These  sentiments  will,  I  trust,  plead   my  excuse  to 
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my  God  and  my  country,  and  entitle  me  to  a  continuance  of 
your  friendship  and  affection. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  my  dear  Lord, 
your  moat  attached  and  devoted  servant, 

G.  Lake. 
P.  S. — The  rain  has  been  so  excessive  all  day,  that  we 
could  not  move.     It  is  a  blessing  we  must  all  rejoice  at,  as 
the  thoughts  of  a  famine  are,  by  this  seasonable  relief,  entirely 
done  away. 


He  Marqueu  IFeHetleg  lo  lAetit^General  Late. 

(ftirate.) 
My  dear  Sir,  "Soonainookee"offBuTMkpoi«,  Sept.  30. 1803. 

1  avail  myself  of  the  first  moment  of  my  recovery  from 
sickness  to  offer  you  my  most  cordial  congratulations  on  the 
^orious  victory  of  the  llth,andon  its  decisive  and  propitioiu 
consequences.  An  event  more  honourable  to  the  British 
arms  never  occurred  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and  in  India 
the  conduct  and  result  of  the  action  stand  without  paralleL 
Much  as  I  feel  indebted  to  the  merits  of  your  army,  justice, 
universal  consent  of  all  parties,  and  the  plain  evidence  of  in- 
disputable fact  concur  to  point  my  principal  attention  to  your 
matchless  energy,  ability,  and  valour.  You  have  formed  the 
army  to  this  illustrious  and  extraordinary  achievement,  and  to 
your  personal  exertion  must  be  attributed  the  promptitude, 
skill,  and  irresistible  intrepidity  which  marked  our  operations 
on  that  memorable  day.  The  result  must  be  the  utter  extinction 
of  the  last  vestige  of  French  influence  in  India,  the  defeat  of 
the  ambitious  and  rapacious  views  of  the  Mafaratta  confede- 
rates, and  a  speedy  peace  with  ample  indemnity  and  security 
to  the  allies.  You  are  entitled  to  the  highest  honours  and 
rewards  which  your  country  and  your  king  can  bestow;  from 
me  as  the  representative  of  both  in  India,  you  will  receive 
every  testimony  which  I  can  afibrd  in  my  public  capacity  of 
my  admiration  of  your  conduct,  and  of  the  high  value  and 
consideration  which  I  attach  to  your  eminent  services.    My 
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private  gratitude  cannot  be  ezpresaed ;  nor  is  it  possible  to 
form  a  hope  of  discharging  such  a  debt  according  to  my  esti- 
mation of  its  extent.  My  life,  however  protracted,  could  not 
fiimish  the  means  of  satisfying  my  sentiments  on  this  occasion. 
But  whatever  can  be  expected  from  the  most  cordial,  firm  and 
zealous  respect,  a0ection,  and  attachment,  must  ever  be  com- 
manded by  you  from  me,  and  from  every  person  connected 
with  me. 

My  former  instructions  and  your  several  despatches  leave 
me  Uttle  to  communicate  to  you  in  the  form  of  instruction ; 
I  have,  however,  commenced  an  official  reply  to  your  letters, 
which  was  interrupted  by  severe  pain,  but  will  be  resumed 
this  day  or  to-morrow.  I  entirely  approve  all  your  proceed- 
ings as  stated  in  your  despatches  down  to  the  15th  instant, 
the  date  of  your  last  despatch  received.  You  will  receive  de- 
tuls  of  our  success  in  Cuttock,  of  the  fall  of  Broach  by  assault 
on  the  ^th  of  August,  and  of  Major-General  Welle^y's  ad- 
vanced position  and  expectations.  On  the  Stb  of  September 
nothing  decisive  had  happened  in  that  quarter.  But  your 
astonishing  success  was  not  then  known  to  Scindiab  or  the 
Berar  man. 

I  wish  early  measures  to  be  adopted  for  settling  the  reve- 
nues of  the  countries  which  you  have  conquered.  Your 
powers  enable  you  to  name  commissioners  for  that  purpose. 
I  recommend  Mr.  Cunninghame,  of  Etawah,  as  one,  Mr. 
Stacey,  of  Cawnpore,  is  also  a  very  good  and  brave  man.  You 
will  consider  the  necessity  of  any  addition  to  the  native  in- 
fantry on  this  establishment  with  reference  to  the  following 
considerations. 

First.  The  relief  of  the  detachment  now  serving  at  Hydera- 
bad, from  Fort  St.  George  j  my  intention  being  that  the  army 
of  Fort  St.  George,  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable,  should  be 
applied  entirely  to  the  separate  use  of  that  government,  viz. 
in  the  Circars,  the  districts  ceded  by  the  Nizam,  the  Car- 
natic,  Tanjore,  &c  Malabar,  Canara  and  Mysore  ;  that 
Bombay  should  furnish  troops  for  itself,  for  the  subsidiary 
force  at  Poonah,  and  for  Guzerat,  and  that  Bengal  should 
furnish  troops  for  our  present  provinces,  and  for  the  subsidiary 
force  at  Hyderabad. 

This  arrangement  is  subject  to  a  question  respecting  the 
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native  cavalry,  of  which  two  regiments  are  required  for  Hy 
derabad,  and  one  for  Poonab. 

You  will  consider  whether  the  cavalry  for  Hyderabad  shall 
be  furnished  from  Madras  or  Bengal,  and  whence  the  Poonah 
regiments  shall  be  iiimished. 

A  further  question  arises  with  reference  to  the  peace  with 
Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar. 

If  at  the  peace  we  retain  the  King,  Delhi,  Agra,  and  a  line 
of  defence  south  and  west  of  the  Jumna,  with  the  Doab  and 
Bundelcund,  we  must  furnish  from  Bengal  a  subsidiary 
force  for  the  King,  and  troops  sufBcient  to  occupy  the  con- 
quered countries  in  addition  to  our  present  territories  in  that 
quarter.  If  we  retain  Cuttack,  we  must  Furnish  troops,  (and 
a  strong  force  it  must  be)  for  the  defence  of  that  valuable  and 
most  important  possession.  With  these  general  suggestions, 
which  I  shall  detail  more  particularly  hereafter,  I  leave  yoo 
to  decide  the  propriety  of  raising  new  corps  of  native  infantry, 
and  if  you  should  think  that  the  necessity  of  such  a  measure 
is  at  all  urgent,  you  will  issue  your  orders  for  raising  one  or 
two  new  regiments ;  and  I  will  take  care  to  give  you  regular 
authority  with  a  proper  date,  as  soon  as  I  shall  learn  that  you 
have  proceeded  to  raise  the  corps. 

If  the  war  should  continue,  it  wilt  be  necessary  to  invade 
Berar  as  early  as  possible  in  November ;  my  idea  on  that 
subject  was,  to  connect  the  invasion  of  Berar  with  the  relief 
of  the  force  at  Hyderabad.  The  subsidiary  force  at  Hydera- 
bad now  consists  of  five  battalions  of  native  infantry,  one  regi- 
ment of  European  infantry,  and  two  regiments  of  native  ca- 
valry, with  a  due  proportion  of  artillery. 

I  apprize  you  generally  of  my  notions  for  your  conside- 
ration. A  few  days  will  enable  me  to  write  more  fully  to 
you. 

I  have  delayed  my  general  order  on  the  occasion  of  the 
glorious  victory  of  the  1 1th,  until  I  can  publish  the  account 
of  the  interview  which  you  must  have  had  with  the  Emperor 
on  the  16tb,  intending  to  connect  the  glory  of  the  battle  of 
Delhi  with  the  interesting  circumstance  of  the  deliverance  of 
the  house  of  Timur  from  bondage  and  degradation. 

By  an  overland  despatch  now  about  to  depart,  and  a  sea 
conveyance  also  prepared,  I  shall  transmit  to  England  the 
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most  ample  testimonies  of  your  honourable  servicee.  It  is 
my  intention  to  submit  my  opinion  on  this  subject  in  direct 
personal  addresses  to  the  King,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the 
Duke  of  York,  independently  of  the  ordinary  official  com- 
munications. 

Ever,  my  dear  Sir, 
Yours,  most  faithfiiUy  and  affectionately, 
with  the  most  cordial  esteem  and  attachment, 

Wellssley. 
P. S.— Half-past  four,  p.m.,  your  despatches  of  the  17th 
received. 


The  Hott.  Mt^or-General  ffelleilej/  to  the  Margueu  fF^eUetley. 

My  Lo&d,  Gamp,  Sept.  30,  1803. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  an  account  of  the  ordnance 
taken  from  the  enemy  in  the  action  of  the  ^rd  instant.  I  have 
reason  to  beUeve  that  there  are  still  four  more  guns,  which 
were  thrown  into  the  river  by  the  enemy  in  their  retreat. 

We  have  taken  seven  stand  of  colours,  and  the  enemy  lost 
all  their  aoununitJon,  although  the  tumbrils  having  blown  up, 
some  during  the  action,  and  others  during  the  succeeding 
night,  we  have  got  nothing  but  the  shot.  The  ordnance  is 
very  fine ;  but  I  have  destroyed  the  iron  guns,  and  shall  put 
the  brass  guns  in  a  place  of  security. 

The  enemy  lost  twelve  hundred  men  killed  in  the  field  of 
battle,  and  their  wounded  are  scattered  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  It  is  reported  that  Jadoon  Row,  Scindiah's  princi- 
pal minister,  received  a  wound,  of  which  he  died  the  day  be- 
fore yesterday.  Their  army  are  in  the  greatest  confusion, 
and  retiring  to  Burhaunpore.  Colonel  Stevenson  hasfoUowed 
them  down  the  Adjuntee  Ghaut,  and  I  propose  to  descend 
the  Ghauts  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  placed  the  wounded  sol- 
diers in  security. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  l^thful  humble  servant, 

AiuTHun  Wellesley. 

VOt.  III.  g  c 
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General  Order*,  by  the  Gwernor-General  m  Comal. 

Fort  WilliuD,  October  Ut,  1803. 
The  returns*  received  by  the  Governor-General  in  council 
of  the  ordnance  taken  on  the  field  of  battle  near  Delhi,  on  the 
llth  of  September,  1803,  have  completed  the  official  state- 
ment of  the  military  operationB  conducted  under  the  personal 
command  of  his  Excellency  General  Lake,  from  the  S9th  of 
August,  to  the  18th  of  September. 

In  reviewing  the  rapid  and  brilliant  success  of  our  arms 
within  that  period  of  time,  every  loyal  subject  of  the  British 
empire  must  be  animated  by  the  most  zealous  emotions  of  just 
pride,  national  triumph,  and  public  glory. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  has  already  expressed 
the  sentiments  of  gratitude  and  admiration  with  which  he 
contemplates  the  conduct  of  his  Excellency  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  and  of  the  officers  and  troops  under  his  Excellency's 
personal  command,  in  the  action  of  the  29th  of  August,  and 
in  the  gallant  assault  of  the  fortress  of  Alyghur  oii  the  4th  of 
September. 

His  Excellency  in  council  highly  approves  the  judicious 
and  early  movement  of  the  army  after  that  important  success 
towards  the  principal  station  of  the  enemy's  infantry  and  ar- 
tillery, and  the  position  whence  the  most  speedy  relief  might 
be  afforded  to  the  unfortunate  representative  of  the  house  of 
Timur,  and  to  his  Majesty's  royal  family. 

The  decisive  victory  gained  in  the  battle  of  Delhi,  on  the 
llth  of  September,  justified  the  firm  confidence  reposed  by 
the  Governor-General  in  council  in  the  bravery,  pentever- 
ance,  and  discipline  of  the  army,  and  in  the  skill,  judgment, 
active  spirit  and  invincible  intrepidity  of  their  iDustrions 
commander. 

The  glory  of  that  day  is  not  surpassed  by  any  recorded 
triumph  of  the  British  arms  in  India,  and  is  attended  by  every 
circumstance  calculated  to  elevate  the  fame  of  British  valour, 
to  illustrate  the  character  of  British  humanity,  and  to  secure 
the  stability  of  the  British  empire  in  the  East 

The  Governor-General  in  council  acknowledges  with  the 

*  Tbeee  retnnis  are  ginu  in  the  Appendix. 


Digitized  by  GOOJ^Ie    , 


180S.        THE  QOVBRNOR-GEHEBAL  IN  COUNCIL.         387 

most  cordial  Bstisfaction,  the  disttngmahed  services  of  Major- 
General  Ware,  and  of  the  honourable  Major-General  St. 
John,  in  the  action  of  the  1  Ith  of  September ;  and  directs  the 
Commander-in-Chief  to  signify  his  particular  approbation  of 
the  conduct  of  Major-General  Ware,  in  the  command  of  the 
right  wing  of  the  British  army,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the 
honourable  Major^eneral  St.  John  in  the  ability  and  stea- 
piness  which  he  displayed  in  the  command  of  the  left  wing, 
by  surmounting  every  difficulty,  and  by  forcing  the  right 
wing  of  the  enemy  to  retire  in  disorder  with  heavy  loss. 

The  Govemor-General  in  council  also  directs  the  Com- 
nander-in-Chief  to  notify  to  Colonel  St.  Leger,  and  to  the 
corps  of  cavalry  employed  on  this  honourable  occasion,  the 
high  approbation  with  which  his  Excellency  in  council  has 
received  the  report  of  their  gallantry  and  firmness,  and  of 
the  peculiar  skill,  manifested  under  the  able  command  of 
Colonel  St  Leger,  in  their  judicious,  rapid  and  decisive  move- 
ments during  the  action,  and  after  the  flight  of  the  enemy 
had  commenced.  His  Excellency  in  council  contemplates 
with  great  satisfaction  the  advanced  state  of  disdpline  of  the 
native  cavalry  of  Bengal,  and  the  splendid  proofs  which  that 
corps  has  afforded  of  its  efficiency  in  active  service  against  the 
numerous  artillery  of  the  enemy. 

The  conduct  of  Captain  Boyce,  and  of  his  Majesty's  76th 
regiment,  is  noticed  with  the  warmest  applause  by  the  Gover- 
DOi^Xj^neral  in  council :  the  high  reputation  established  by 
that  respectable  corps  in  various  services  of  difficulty  and 
danger  in  India,  appeared  in  the  battle  of  Delhi,  with  a 
degree  of  lustre  which  has  never  been  exceeded  even  by 
British  troops.  His  Excellency  in  council  signifies  his  most 
distinguished  approbation  of  the  firmness  and  intrepidity  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  native  infantry,  who,  with  his 
Majesty's  76lh  regiment,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  forced 
an  enemy,  considerably  superior  in  nmnbers,  from  a  powerful 
and  well  served  artillery,  and  opened  the  way  for  the  succes- 
fUdiarge  of  the  cavalry.  The  conduct  of  the  native  troops 
on  this  memorable  day,  reflects  the  highest  honour  upon  the 
discipline  of  the  army  of  Bengal,  and  confirms  the  confidence 
of  die  Governor-General  in  council,  in  the  diligence,  skill, 
and  courage  of  the  officers  of  this  estabhshment,  and  in  the 
eminent  character  of  our  native  soldiers. 
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To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Horaford  and  tbe  artillery,  the  Go- 
vernor-General in  council  repeats  the  public  testimony  of 
approbation  which  that  meritorious  corps  has  unifonnly 
deserved  in  every  exigency  of  the  service. 

To  the  staff  of  the  army  the  Governor-General  in  council 
is  happy  to  express  the  satisfaction  with  which  he  learns,  that 
they  continue  on  all  occasions,  to  merit  the  warmest  appro- 
bation of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  sincerely  laments  the 
loss  of  Major  Middleton,  Captain  McGregor,  Lieutenant  Hill, 
Lieutenant  Preston,  Comet  Sanguine,  and  Quarter-Master 
Richardson ;  and  of  the  brave  soldiers  who  fell  in  tbe  exem- 
plary exertion  of  deliberate  valour,  and  disciplined  spirit  at 
the  battle  of  Delhi.  The  names  of  these  brave  men  will  be 
commemorated  with  the  glorious  events  of  the  day  on  which 
they  fell,  and  will  be  honoured  and  revered,  while  the  fame 
of  that  signal  victory  shall  endure. 

In  testimony  of  the  pecuUar  honour  acquired  by  the  army 
under  the  personal  command  of  his  Excellency  General  Lake, 
the  Governor-General  in  council  is  pleased  to  order,  that 
honorary  colours,  with  a  device  properly  suited  to  commemo- 
rate tbe  reduction  of  the  fortress  of  Alyghur  on  tbe  4th,  and 
the  victory  obtained  at  Delhi  on  the  llth  of  September,  be 
presented  to  tbe  corps  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  European  and 
native,  respectively  employed  on  those  glorious  occasions ; 
and  that  &  public  monument  be  erected  at  Fort  William  to 
the  memory  of  the  brave  o£Scers  and  men,  European  and 
native,  who  have  fallen  in  the  public  service  during  the  pre- 
sent campaign. 

The  honorary  colours  granted  by  these  orders  to  his 
Majesty's  27th  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  to  the  76th  regi- 
ment of  foot,  are  to  be  used  by  those  corps  while  they  shall 
continue  in  India,  or  until  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  pleasure 
be  signified  through  bis  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
In  concluding  bis  orders  on  this  memorable  occasion,  the 
Governor-General  in  council  is  pleased  to  direct,  that  the 
public  thanks  of  the  Supreme  Government  of  the  British 
possessions  in  India  be  given  to  his  Excellency  General  Lake, 
Commander-in-Chief  of  his  Majesty's  and  of  the  honourable 
Company's  forces  in  India,  who,  with  unexampled  alacrity, 
eminent  judgment,  and  indefatigable  lourage,  under  exlraor- 
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dinarjr  difficulties,  has  prepared  the  army  of  Bengal  for  the 
field;  has  conducted  it  by  a  rapid  succession  of  glorious 
victories  to  the  complete  defeat  of  a  powerful  enemy ;  and 
has  maintfuned  the  honour  of  the  British  name  in  India,  by 
a  humane  attention  towards  the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered 
provinces,  and  by  a  due  respect  and  reverence  towards  the 
unfortunate  representative  of  the  house  of  Timur,  and  towards 
his  Majesty's  royal  family. 

His  Excellency  the  most  noble  the  Governor-General  in 
council,  Captain 'General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  the 
land  forces  serving  in  the  East  Indies,  is  pleased  to  direct, 
that  these  orders  be  publicly  read  to  the  troops  under  arms 
at  every  station  of  the  land  forces  in  the  East  Indies,  and 
that  the  European  officers  of  the  native  corps  do  cause  the 
same  to  be  duly  expluned  to  the  native  officers  and  troops. 
By  command  of  his  Excellency  the  most  noble 
the  Governor-Genera]  in  council, 
L.  Hook, 
Sec.  to  Gov*.  Mil  Dept. 
By  commuid  of  his  ExceUeitcjr  the  Ooptun- 
Oeneral  and  CommBoder-iD-Chief  of  the 
Und  forces. 

J.  Arhbtroko, 
Acting  MilitUT  SecreUry. 


His  Excellency  the  Governor-General  in  council  has  received 
authentic  advices  of  the  capture  of  the  fort  and  city  of  B»- 
roach,  by  assault  on  the  ^th  of  August,  by  the  troops  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Woodington. 

Authentic  intelligence  has  also  been  received  of  the  capture 
of  the  Fort  of  Jalnapore,  by  the  troops  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Stevenson. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor-General  in 
council. 

J.  LUHSDEN, 

Chief  Sec',  to  the  Gov'. 
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Lietil. 'General  Lake  te  the  Marqueit  UTelUttej/. 
My  Lord,  Head  Qiurtcrs,  Camp  Choma,  Oct.  lit,  1803. 

I  have  the  honour  to  encloee  for  your  Lordghip's  information, 
extract  of  a  letter*  just  received  from  Colonel  Vandeleor, 
reporting  the  arriTa)  of  Colonel  Dudemeg,  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Lapenet,  in  his  camp. 

No  French  officer  of  any  consequence  now  remains  in-  Scin- 
diab's  service,  and  those  who  do,  would,  I  have  reason  to 
believe,  willingly  avail  themselves  of  any  opportunity  of 
putting  themselves  under  our  protection. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's 
most  ^thfiil  humble  servant, 
G.  Lake., 


No.  CVU. 

TXe  Margaeu  IFeUetley  to  Lieut  ^General  Lake. 

Sir,  Barrackpore,  Oct.8tli.  1803. 

By  your  Excellency's  despatch,  No.  51, 1  am  informed  that 
a  sum  of  six  laca  of  rupees,  the  property  of  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiab,  had  been  lodged  in  the  hands  of  M.  Drugeon  com- 
manding Scindiah's  troops  at  Delhi  for  the  payment  of  the 
army  of  that  chieftain ;  that  of  this  sum  60,000  rupees  had 
been  actually  disbursed  by  M.-  Drugeon  to  the  troops  of  the 
enemy,  and  that  the  residue  was  deposited  by  M.  Drugeon 
on  the  approach  of  the  British  army,  in  the  hands  of  Shah 
Nowauze  Khan,  treasurer  to  bis  Majesty. 

The  original  sum  of  six  lacs  of  rupees,  as  well  as  the  resi- 
due of  that  sum  after  deduction  of  the  disbursement  nude  to 
the  troops  of  the  enemy,  was  certainly  the  public  property  of 
the  enemy,  and  any  part  of  that  property  captured  in  the 
hands  of  M.  Drugeon,  or  of  any  officer,  soldier,  or  subject  of 
the  enemy,  would  unquestionably  have  been  adjudged  lawful 
prize  to  the  British  Government 

•  Extract  r^erred  to  .— 

Camp  Multra,  the3aih  September,  IWW. 
Colonel  Duderncfc,  and  Messrs.  Smith  and  Lapcuct,  having  quitttd  Scin- 
dlah'a  service,  came  into  camp  this  day- 
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The  firaudulent  traoafer  of  the  enemy's  property  to  the 
hands  of  the  officers  of  his  Majesty  Shah  Alum,  at  the  time 
of  the  approach  of  the  British  army,  could  not  change  the 
nature  of  that  property,  or  exempt  it  from  the  right  of  the 
captors,  who  had  defeated  the  enemy's  troops  in  the  battle  of 
Delhi,  and  in  consequence  of  that  glorious  victory,  had  cap- 
tured the  city  and  fortress  of  Delhi,  occupied  at  that  time  by 
a  division  of  the  enemy's  army. 

No  circumstance  appeared  to  warrant  a  suggestion  that 
this  deposit  could  have  been  intended  for  the  service  of 
his  Majesty  ;  although  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  chief 
officer  of  his  Majesty's  treasury  :  it  is  not  stated  to  have  been 
deposited  in  his  Majesty's  treasury  for  his  Majesty's  service. 
The  state  of  indigence  and  misery  to  which  his  Mi^esty,  his 
royal  family,  and  household,  had  long  been  reduced  by  the 
Mahratta  power,  the  degraded  and  destitute  condition  to 
which  the  imperial  house  of  Timur  bad  been  subjected  under 
the  officers  of  Scindiah,  and  the  deplorable  situation  in  which 
your  Excellency  found  the  Emperor  upon  your  entrance  into 
Delhi,  excluded  the  possibility  of  a  supposition  that  M.  Dru- 
geon  intended  to  contribute  so  large  a  sum  to  reUeve  the 
sufferings  of  Shah  Alum,  and  of  his  impoverished  court.  The 
object  of  the  deposit  was  evidently  to  elude  the  rights  of  the 
conquerors,  and  to  cover  the  property  of  the  enemy  in  the 
hands  of  his  Majesty's  officers,  and  under  the  royal  name, 
without  the  authority  or  knowledge  of  the  Emperor,  and  with- 
out any  intention  of  alleviating  his  Majesty's  urgent  distress. 

Concluding  therefore,  that  the  residue  of  the  ori^nal  sum 
of  six  lacs  of  rupees,  deposited  by  M.  Drugeon  in  the  hands 
of  Shah  Nowauze  Khan  continued  to  be  really  the  public 
property  of  the  enemy,  the  right  to  that  property  appears  to 
me  to  have  been  vested  in  the  British  Government  by  the 
conquest  of  Delhi. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  your  Excellency's  duty 
to  cl^m  the  sum  of  money  in  question,  and  I  entirely  approve 
your  Excellency's  conduct  in  having  claimed  it,  and  in  having 
observed  in  the  mode  of  preferring  your  claim,  the  respect 
and  attention  which  you  have  uniformly  manifested  towards 
the  unfortunate  Emperor. 

His  M^esty,  Shah  Alum,  having  been  pleased  to  offer  to 
the  army  as  a  donation,  the  sum  of  money  claimed  by  your 
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Excellency  in  right  of  conquest,  your  Escellency  could  not 
have  declined  to  accept  that  ofTer  without  injury  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's dignity,  unless  at  the  same  time  you  could  have  relin- 
quished altoeether  the  claim  on  the  part  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment to  that  part  of  the  property  of  the  enemy. 

Your  Excellency  in  my  judgment,  would  not  have  been 
justified  in  rehnquishing  that  claim  without  the  express  autho- 
rity of  the  Governor-General  in  council,  and  as  it  is  probaUe 
that  the  form  of  donation  adopted  by  his  Majesty  was  more 
agreeable  to  him  than  any  other  mode  of  restitution  which 
could  have  been  proposed  by  the  British  Government,  I  en- 
tirely approve  your  Excellency's  conduct  in  having  accepted 
the  restitution  of  the  property  of  the  enemy  to  the  lawful 
captors  in  the  form  proposed  by  his  Majesty. 

I  entirely  approve  your  Excellency's  discretion  and  judg- 
ment manifested  in  detaining  the  treasure  delivered  into  your 
charge,  for  the  ultimate  determination  and  instructions  of  the 
Governor-General  in  council. 

The  treasure  being  unquestionably  lawful  prize,  I  should 
not  have  deemed  myself  warranted  in  any  stage  of  the  trans- 
action (under  the  circumstances  stated  by  your  Excellency, 
and  enumerated  in  this  despatch)  to  have  authorized  you  to 
withhold  the  assertion  of  the  claim  of  the  British  Government 
to  obtain  the  enemy's  property  ft-om  the  hands  in  which  it 
had  been  concealed;  the  limited  amount  of  the  sum  combined 
with  the  memorable  events  which  attended  the  conquest, 
would  have  rendered  me  peculiarly  anxious  to  secure  it  for 
the  purpose  of  granting  to  the  army  a  reward  earned  by  a 
degree  of  exertion  and  merit  which  had  never  been  surpassed. 

Having  therefore  considered  in  council  the  circumstances 
stated  by  your  Excellency,  I  have  passed  the  enclosed  order, 
and  I  hereby  authorise  and  direct  your  Excellency  to  consider 
the  treasure  amounting  to  five  lacs  and  40,000  rupees,  re- 
ceived as  a  donation  from  hit  Majesty,  but  being  really  the 
property  of  the  enemy,  to  be  prize  money  granted  by  the 
authority  of  the  Governor-General  in  council  to  the  army,  in 
testimony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  the  Governor- 
General  in  council  of  the  discipline,  perseverance,  fortitude, 
and  zeal,  displayed  by  that  gallant  army  during  the  present 
glorious  campaign. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Wellesley. 
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General  Ordert,  by  the  Governor-General  in  Council,  dated  the  %th  of 
Ocleier,  1803. 

The  OoTernor-Oenentl  in  coddcU  hnTing  r«c«ved  from  the  Comniamler- 
b-Cfaief,  a  report  of  the  treMure  being  the  property  of  the  eoemir  ceptnred 
at  Delhi,  after  the  hrilliantvictory  of  the  llth  of  September,  to  tbe  amouiit 
of  five  lacB,  and  40,000  rupeea,  deemi  it  to  be  tbe  dnty  of  this  government 
to  anticipate  the  sanction  of  bis  M^esty,  and  of  the  honourable  tbe  Court 
of  Directors  for  tbe  distribatioo  of  this  sam,  as  a  testimony  of  the  applause 
and  gratitude  with  which  the  British  GovenuDent  news  the  exemplary 
valour,  discipline,  zeal  and  firmness,  tUsplayed  by  the  army  under  tbe 
personal  command  of  bis  Excellency  General  Lake,  during  the  present 
frlorinus  campaif^,  and  the  memorable  battle  of  Delhi. 

His  Excellency  in  council  accordingly  authorizes  and  directs  the  Com- 
mander-iD-Cbief  to  make  an  immediate  distribution  of  the  sum  abore- 
mentioned  tu  the  troops  under  his  personal  command,  in  such  proportions 
as  may.  be  conformable  to  the  usage  of  the  British  service  in  similar  cases. 

The  Command  er-in-Cbief  will  be  pleased  to  determine,  and  to  name  in 
public  orders  the  several  corps  or  divisions  of  the  army,  which  are  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  distribution,  and  also  to  determine  and  publish  the  general 
roles  by  which  tbe  shares  of  tbe  respective  officen  and  soMierg  are  to  be 
apportioned,  and  the  Commander-in-Chief  will  be  pleased  to  report  his 
proceedings  in  the  execution  of  these  instructions  to  the  Oovenior-OeDeral 
in  council. 

All  ordnance,  ammunition,  and  military  stores,  taken  in  the  battle  of 
Delhi,  or  since  tbe  commencement  of  the  campaign,  are  to  be  reserved 
entire  for  further  instructions. 

The  general  principle  of  these  orders  will  constitute  the  rule  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Govemor-Qeneral  in  council,  with  respect  to  all  priie 
which  may  be  captured  by  the  British  troops  in  the  progress  of  tbe  ivar. 
Tbe  Governor-General  in  council  will  not  fail  lo  afford  to  the  leal,  gallan- 
try, and  energy  of  ihe  army  (employed  in  services  of  arduous  labour  and 
peril,  and  remote  from  their  sovereign,  and  their  country,)  the  most  liberal 
and  prompt  encouragement,  which  may  appear  to  be  compatible  with  the 
rights  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  Company,  and  with  the  due  principles  of 
discipline,  pi^lic  order,  and  just  economy. 


No.  CVIIL 

Lieut.-General  Lake  to  the  Margueti  ffelleiley. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp  before  Agra,  10th  October,  1803. 
My  Lord,  [Received  21st  October,  1803.] 

Finding  it  impoasible  to  make  approaches  against  this  place, 
as  long  as  the  seven  battalions  of  the  eoemy,  who  remained 
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here,  were  in  possesaion  of  the  town  of  Agra,  of  sn  encamp- 
ment with  a  large  number  of  guns  on  the  glacis,  and  of  the 
ravines  with  which  the  south  and  south-west  face  of  the  fort 
is  surrounded,  I  determined  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  the 
town,  and  occupy  the  ravines  this  morning,  which  will  answer 
as  trenches,  and  afford  complete  cover  for  cwrying  on  our 
works. 

With  this  view  I  ordered  Brigadier-General  Clarke,  who 
was  encamped  with  his  brigade  in  the  rear  of  the  town,  to 
take  possession  of  it,  at  the  same  time  that  three  battalions 
advanced  to  occupy  the  ravines. 

The  attacks  have  succeded,  and  the  town  as  well  as  the 
ravines  are  now  occupied  by  our  troops. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  McCullock,  Mt^or  Haldane,  and  Cap- 
tarn  Worseley,  led  the  battalions  that  advanced  on  the 
Tavines.  Every  praise  b  due  to  those  officers,  who  performed 
every  thing  required  of  them,  with  the  greatest  alacrity  and 
steadiness. 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  a  number  of  m^i  have  been  killed 
and  wounded  as  well  as  o£Bcers,  owing  to  their  high  spirit 
and  anxiety  to  possess  themselves  of  the  enemy's  guns ;  they 
quitted  the  ravines  and  gained  the  glacis,  driving  the  enemy 
from  their  position;  in  effecting  which,  from  being  close  under 
the  fort,  they  were  exposed  to  a  very  heavy  fire. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  honourable  M^jor-General  St. 
John,  for  his  spirited  conduct  in  advancing  at  the  head  of  the 
second  battalion  of  the  ^d  native  infantry,  which  I  found  it 
necessary  to  order  up  to  support  the  attack. 

Brigadier-General  Clarke,  in  his  attack  on  the  town,  met 
with  considerable  resistance;  which  by  the  gallant  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  men  under  his  command  was  at  length  sin^ 
mounted.  I  feel  myself  imder  particular  obligations  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel White,  who  commanded  five  companies  of  the 
16th  regiment  native  infantry,  for  his  judicious  and  gallant 
conduct  on  this  day. 

I  feel  myself  under  the  greatest  obligations  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gerard,  AdjutanUGeneral,  who  undertook  to  point 
out  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCullock  the  road  he  was  to 
pursue,  and  I  am  sorry  to  report  that  in  the  performance  of 
this  duty  he  received  a  very  severe  contusion ;  but  I  trust  it 
will  not'be  attended  with  any  serious  consequences. 
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M^or  ThoiDM,  of  the  14th  native  infantry  i«,  I  am  sorry 
to  add,  veiy  sererely  wounded ;  his  exertions  throughout  this 
day  were  most  meritoriouB. 

Lieutenant  Hay  of  the  artillery,  who  went  with  a  detach- 
ment  of  that  corps  to  bring  off  the  enemy's  guns,  merits  my 
approbation  for  his  BuccessM  exertions  in  this  service. 

To  Mr.  Lucan's  information  and  exertions  on  this  occasion, 
as  weU  as  on  every  other,  I  feel  myself  much  indebted. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  fiiitbful  bumble  servant, 
G.  Lau. 
P.  S.   A  list  of  the  guns  taken  shall  be  forwarded   to- 
morrow. 


Lieut.'GgnffnU  Lake  lo  the  Morgue**  fTelleiiejf. 
(Private  and  most  Confideiitial.) 

Mt  Lord,  Camp,  before  Aftn,  Oct.  10, 18U3. 

I  fear  you  will  think  I  have  been  very  tardy  in  attacking 
Agra,  which  I  have  delayed  some  days  in  hopes  of  being  able 
by  negotiation,  to  prevail  upon  the  garrison  to  surrender, 
and  likewise  to  bring  over  seven  or  eight  battalions  of 
aepoys  posted  without  side,  in  the  town  and  ravines,  situa- 
tions so  strong,  that  I  was  certain  an  attempt  upon  them 
would  cause  us  much  loss.  Finding  there  was  no  chance  of 
bringing  these  obstinate  rebels  to  reason,  and  being  fearful 
delay  might  cause  seventeen  battalions  (which  came  from  the 
Deccan  lately)  to  come  to  their  relief,  I  determined  to  drive 
them  from  their  strong  holds  this  morning,  which  has  been 
accordingly  effected.  I  employed  sepoys  only  (as  I  cannot 
spare  Europeans)  who  behaved  uncommonly  well.  Colonel 
Clarke's  brigade  consisted  of  the  second  battalion  of  the 
9th  native  infantry,  one  of  the  12th,  and  five  companies  of 
the  16th,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  White.  The 
business  was  severe,  and  I  understand  from  Colonel  Clarke, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  the  camp  with  the  two 
battalions;  but  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  White  muntained 
Ills  ground  and  kept  possession  of  the  town,  and  that  Colonel 
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Clarke  is  gone  on  with  a  battalion  to  reinforce  him.  Lieute- 
nanrCoIonel  White  has  great  merit,  and  I  believe  Colonel 
Clarke  behaved  extremely  well.  We  shall  begin  our  batte- 
ries this  night,  and  aa  the  ground  is  very  fiivourable,  I  have 
no  doubt  they  will  be  completed  so  as  to  begin  the  breach  the 
morning  after  to-morrow ;  after  which  a  very  few  hours  will  put 
us  in  possession  of  the  fort.  The  troops  of  the  enemy  hiiTe 
fought  most  desperately ;  I  understand  they  are  supposed  to  be 
the  best  Perron  had,  and  they  were  so  advantageously  posted, 
that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  at  them.  The  ravines 
make  the  best  of  trenches,  so  that  we  can  work  under  cover 
immediately.  The  place  will  not  stand  ten  hours  breaclung 
I  think,  and  I  do  not  imagine  they  will  evacuate  it  till  we 
storm,  which  from  the  vast  height  of  the  wall,  is  impossible 
to  do  witbout  breaching. 

The  sepoys  have  behaved  excessively  well,  but  from  my 
observation  this  day,  as  well  as  on  every  other,  it  is  impossible 
to  do  great  things  in  a  gallant  and  quick  style  witbout  Euro- 
peans ;  therefore,  if  they  do  not  in  England  think  it  necessary 
to  send  British  troops  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  three  sepoy 
regiments,  which  is  in  fact  as  one  to  six,  they  will  stand  a 
good  chance  of  losing  their  possessions  if  a  French  force 
once  get  footing  in  India.  You  may  perceive  by  the  loss  of 
European  officers  in  sepoy  regiments,  how  necessary  it  is  for 
them  to  expose  themselves,  in  short  every  thing  has  been  done 
by  the  example  and  exertions  of  officers,  and  without  which 
we  had  not  been  where  we  are.  This  day  has  nearly  1  think, 
put  an  end  to  the  brigades.  We  have  also  I  fear  lost  many 
men,  but  I  will  write  more  to-morrow. 

I  remain,  my  dear  Lord, 

With  real  affection  and  sincerity. 
Your  devoted  servant, 

G.  Lake. 

I  flatter  myself  we  are  going  on  well  with  the  native  powers. 
My  time  is  so  much  occupied,  that  I  trust  you  will  excuse  my 
saying  more  at  present. 

G.  L- 

I  think  we  have  been  most  fortunate  in  all  our  undertakings, 
and  are  bound  to  look  up  to  Providence  with  admiration, 
thankfulness  and  gratitude. 
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Ueut.-General  Late  to  the  Marguett  ffelletUji. 

{PriYate.) 
My  DEAR'  Lord,  Camp  before  Agra,  Oct.  1 1,  1803. 

Your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.  has  quite  overpowered  me,  and 
left  me  with  a  most  grateful  and  feeling  heart  totallj'  void  of 
utterance.  Waa  I  to  write  till  doomsday  it  would  be  totally 
impossible  for  me  to  express  my  sensations  upon  reading  your 
letter,  and  can  only  say  in  return  that  my  life  will  be  too  short 
to  convince  you  by  my  attachment  to  you  and  yours  bow  sin- 
cerely I  partake  in  every  circumstance  that  affords  you  satis- 
faction and  pleasure,  and  if  by  any  exertion  of  mine  in  carry- 
ing your  wishes  into  effect,  it  can  have  in  any  degree  proved 
to  the  world  the  expediency  of  your  measures  adopted  upon 
•uch  soimd  policy  and  judgment,  I  shall,  to  the  day  of  my 
death,  rejoice  in  the  utmost  that  any  act  of  mine  can  have 
added  to  the  lustre  of  your  high  and  exalted  character,  both 
public  and  private.  It  is  so  absolutely  impossible  for  me  to 
express  my  feelings,  that  I  can  only  beg  you  to  judge  of  my 
heart  by  your  own,  and  I  am  certain  you  will  believe  the  truth 
of  my  assertion.  Your  kindness  has  completely  debilitated 
me,  and  made  me  shed  so  many  tears  of  joy,  that  I  feel  my- 
self entirely  unequal  to  any  other  part  of  your  letter,  unless 
it  is  that  in  consequence  of  the  power  you  invested  me  with 
to  raise  one  or  two  regiments,  I  have  instantly  issued  orders 
for  the  raising  of  them,  being  thoroughly  convinced  that 
exclusive  of  every  other  concern  mentioned  in  your  letter, 
we  cannot  keep  our  present  territory  without  the  assistance 
of  these  corps.  You  cannot  conceive  what  a  tract  of  country 
at  this  moment  lies  exposed  to  the  invasion  of  any  enterpriz- 
ing  freebooter.  Where  Holkar  is,  I  know  not,  having  heard 
no  more  since  I  sent  you  Mr.  Gardner's  letter ;  however,  as 
I  have  no  doubt  of  being  able,  by  the  fourteenth  at  latest,  to 
send  you  an  account  of  the  fall  of  Agra,  I  flatter  myself  that 
my  army  will  be  able  to  give  a  tolerable  good  account  of 
him. 

Pray  excuse  my  saying  any  more,  as  my  nerves  are  quite 
unstrung  by  your  aflfectionate  attention,  which  must  ever  be 


Digitized  by  Google 


398  LIEUT.-COLONBI.   POWBLL   TO  Oct. 

remembered  with  the  gresteet  gratitude  and  heartfelt  satis- 
faction by  your  attached  and  faithful  friend  and  servant, 

G.  Lake. 
Be  assured  I  vill  treat  Col.  Lightwych  ae  you  wish  me,  and 
I  believe  he  is  convinced  of  my  intention  on  this  head.  My 
order  only  goes  to  the  recruiting  for  two  regiments;  I  shall, 
therefore,  beg  jour  Lordship^s  orders  as  soon  as  convenient ; 
believe  me,  we  cannot  do  without  them. 


Ej!tract/rom  the  CaleuUa  Gazette. 

October  I3tb,  1803. 

On  Uie  6th  of  September,  a  detachment  of  British  troops, 
under  the  command  of  LieuL-Colonel  P.  Powell,  crossed  the 
Jumna,  and  entered  the  province  of  Bundelcund. 

On  the  16th  of  September  Lieut.-Colonel  Powell  was  joined 
by  BAJah  Himmut  Bahadur,  with  bis  forces. 

The  united  detachments  reached  the  river  Cane  on  the  33d 
of  September.  The  troops  of  Shumshere  Bah&dur  were 
encamped  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  in  considerable 
strength. 

Having  reduced  several  forts  in  the  vicinity  of  his  camp, 
and  having  established  the  British  authority  in  the  territory 
lying  between  the  Jumna  and  the  Csne,  Colonel  Powell,  ac- 
companied by  Himmut  Bahadur,  crossed  the  latter  river  on 
the  10th  of  October. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Powell  is 
published  by  command  of  his  Excellency  the  most  noble  the 
GovemoF'-GeneTal  in  council. 

lAeut^Celond  PeueB  to  LUul-Coloael  J.  Gerard,  A<^t.-GenertU. 

Head  Quarteri. 
SiE,— In  my  despatch  of  yesterday  his  Excellency  the  com- 
mander-in-chief will  have  been  informed  of  my  having  crossed 
the  Cane  river,  and  of  the  communication  which  immediately 
thereupon  took  place  betwixt  the  NawaubShumshereBahadur 
and  myself. 

After  the  despatch  of  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I  rvceived 
another  intimation  from  Shumsbere's  vakeel,  iofomhtg  me  of 
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hb  master's  being  forced  by  the  persuasion  of  his  sirdars, 
to  risk  an  engagement  with  the  detachment  under  my  com- 
maod. 

This  morning  I  accordingly  made  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  meeting  him.  At  half-past  ten  o'clock  the  detach- 
ment, after  a  roost  fatiguing  march  of  six  hours  over  a  very 
uneven  country,  came  in  sight  of  Shumshere's  army,  drawn 
out  in  line  of  battle  upon  this  ground,  and  tbeix  camp  all 
struck.  Shumabere's  line  covered  a  great  extent,  and  as  it 
was  advantageously  posted,  ami  they  appeared  advancing,  I 
bad  every  expectation  of  a  general  action.  I  advanced  in 
columns  of  battalions,  within  1300  yards  of  the  enemy.  I  de- 
ployed into  line  with  an  uitention  of  advancing  in  that  form  as 
far  as  the  ground  would  permit.  But  just  as  the  line  was 
formed,  a  gun  of  Rajah  Himmut  Bah&dur's  was  fired,  which 
was  mistaken  as  a  wgnalfor  opening  our  guns,  which  immedi- 
ately commenced  a  cannonade.  After  five  minutes  firing  the 
guns  were  again  limbered,  in  consequence  of  heavy  ploughed 
fields,  which  rendered  it  impossible  to  get  them  along  by  the 
drag  ropes.  When  advanced  500  yards  more,  our  guns  re- 
commenced firing.  Those  of  the  enemy  had  till  now  con- 
tinued playing  upon  our  line  with  little  or  no  effect,  but  soon 
after  our  guns  opened  the  second  time,  those  of  Shumshere 
ceased  firing,  whereupon  our  guns  were  again  limbered,  and 
the  whole  line  advanced  as  fast  as  posuble,  upon  which  Shum- 
shere's army  began  to  retire ;  I  therefore  ordered  Captain 
Webber  with  the  squadron  of  cavalry  and  galloper,  with  500 
of  Rajah  Himmut  Bahadur's  horse,  to  pursue  the  enemy, 
which  they  did  for  three  miles,  and  got  within  reach  of  firing 
upon  ^em  with  the  gallop^*,  which  opened  upon  a  body  of 
1500  horse  with  great  effect,  when  they  continued  to  retreat 
at  too  great  a  speed  for  their  pursuers  to  come  up  with  them, 
whose  horses  from  being  twelve  hours  saddled  were  com- 
pletely jaded. 

Our  loss,  as  far  ai  I  have  learned,  does  not  exceed  eight  or 
ten  natives  killed  and  wounded;  but  amongst  the  casualties 
I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  that  Captain  Farley  Smith  is  in- 
cluded: he  was  killed  by  the  first  cannon  shot  from  the 
enemy. 

At  two  o'clock,  p.  H.,  I  encamped  on  the  spot  where  Shum- 
shere's camp  stood,  and  it  is  my  intention   to  pursue  him 
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to-morrow  morning  to  the  place  where  I  understand  he  is 
gone. 

I  have  further  to  desire  you  will  report  to  his  Excellency 
that  the  behaviour  of  the  whole  of  the  detachment  during  this 
day,  was  such  as  to  merit  my  entire  approbation.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  articles  taken  from  the  enemy :  two  small  guns, 
two  tumbrils,  with  ammunition,  fourteen  horses,  and  ten  gun 
bullocks. 

The  Rajah  has  had  seventeen  men,  and  sixteen  horses, 
killed  and  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  I  have  not  yet 
ascertained. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 
G.  Powell, 
Lieut-Colonel  commanding  Bundelcund. 
Camp  at  G^tuh,  Oct.  13,  1803. 

Accounts  have  been  since  received,  that  Shumshere  Ba* 
h4dur  has  crossed  the  river  Betwah,  and  evacuated  the  pro- 
vince of  Bundelcund. 


No.  CXH 

iMUl-'Gentral  Lake  to  tie  JUarqueu  fFtlU^. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp  before  Agn^  Oct.  13th,  1803. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the 
battalions  who  were  opposed  to  us  in  the  affair  of  the  lOth 
instant,  came  over  last  night,  and  are  now  encamped  near 
us. 

Their  number  is  about  S,500. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  their  compliance  with  my 
terms,  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  severe  loss  and  complete  defeat 
they  experienced  in  the  afiSiir  of  the  10th  instant.  By  their 
own  accounts  the  loss  they  sustained  was  upwards  of  600 
kiUed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

your  liordship's  most  faithful, 
humble  servant, 

G.  Lake. 
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No.  cxm. 

lAtul.-Gmteral  Lake  to  the  Marquett  ^eUedey. 

Head  Qu&rten,  Camp  before  kgn,  Oct.  I4th,  )803. 
My  LoeD,  [Received  Oct.  25tli,  1803.] 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  about  noon 
yesterday  I  received  note  No.  1,  addressed  to  the  officer  com- 
manding in  the  trencheB ;  in  consequence  of  which  I  ordered 
all  firing  to  cease  till  four  in  the  evening,  and  in  my  answer 
No.  S,  desired  a  confidential  person  nugbt  be  sent  to  my 
camp. 

About  two  o'clock.  Colonel  Sutherland,  whom  they  liberated 
from  confinement  for  that  purpose,  arrived  in  my  camp  with 
letters  Nos.  3  and  4. 

As  it  appeared  their  wish  that  I  should  send  an  officer  into 
the  fort,  I  requested  Captun  Salkeld  to  accompany  Colonel 
Sutherland  thither  with  my  replies  Nos.  5  and  6,  to  explain 
to  the  garrison  the  terms  on  which  they  would  be  allowed  to 
surrender. 

Captain  Salkeld  saw  all  the  native  chiefs,  and  found  that 
they  were  not  decided  in  their  opinions  on  the  subject.  They 
started  several  difficulties,  and  whilst  he  was  endeavouring  to 
remove  these,  the  firing  from  the  fort  recommenced,  without 
any  evident  cause,  which  induced  him  to  return  to  camp. 

Being  desirous,  from  motives  of  humanity,  to  induce  them 
to  listen  to  my  terms,  a  messenger  entrusted  with  a  letter  from 
me  was  again  sent  this  morning.  They  have  refused,  how- 
ever, aQ  intercourse,  from  which  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
their  only  object  yesterday  was  to  gain  time. 

My  grand  batteries  will  open  on  the  morning  of  the  16th, 
and  I  have  reason  to  think  that  soon  afterwards  a  practicable 
breach  will  be  effected. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

your  Lordship's  most  faithful, 
humble  servant, 

G.  Lake. 
[Enclosure  1.] 
To  the  officer  commanding  oppoiite  Mader  Ghvr. 
Sm,  Oct.  13th,  1803. 

The  fort  detnuidB  a  ceasatiou  of  hoatilidei,  aod  are  going  to  tend  terms 
to  camp.  0.  W,  HassiNfi. 

VOL.  111.  2  D 
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[Eadosure  2.] 
Te  Colonel  G.  0^.  tie$mg,  tfc. 

Head  Qiutten  of  die  British  Aimj , 
Oct.  13tb,  1803. 

StA, 

Hoetilitiea  nill  cease  titl  fonr  o'clock  this  crcDiDg,  befbre  wMch 
tine  >  confidential  penoo  h  expected  to  be  tent  iota  camp  mtb  the  terms 
proposed.    If  be  does  not  anire  before  that  hour  hostilities  will  recom- 

llie  penon  wbo  comes  will  be  treated  with  erer;  attendon,  and  allowed 
tt>  retarn  in  peHf^  safety. 

I  fatve  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

your  obedient  bumble  serTUit, 

G.  A.  F.  Lake,  MU.  Sec. 
[Enclosure  3.] 
To  ki$  ExceUenejf  Generet  Lake,  Commander-in-ciitf,  tfc. 

Fort  of  Agra,  Oct.  13th,  1803. 
Stit, 
We  lave  the  hoaOtU- to  inform  fOurEkcellencyiihbt  notwtthstanHiBgthe 
past  violent  and  Unwarrantable  proceediDgs  of  the  people  t>f  the  fort,  thef 
have  at  last  become  a  little  more  reatonable,  from  our  repeatedl;  telling 
them  that  an;  further  resistance  on  tbeir  part  would  avail  ibem  nothing', 
but,  on  the  contrary,  would  exasperate  your  Excellency  and  the  troops 
under  yotir  command,  so  as  to  ekterminate  the^hole  of  them  if  a  stornr 
took  plae^.  Their  comrnhndanta  have  consequendy  come  to  u£  this  Itorenoon 
IB  a  body,  and  reqneited  of  Ui  to  forward  to  your  EzceUency  the  accem- 
panying  proposal  for  the  surrender  of  the  fort,  to  whidt  thdr  reapective 
names  are  affixed. 

ShouM  any  unforeseen  deviation  from  their  proposal  take  place,  as  we 
«tt  still  their  prisoners,  we  hope  your  ^xceDencf  *U1  nOt  impute  to  us  the 
hlaAie. 

Tfatir  prop4nl  it  to  deliver  up  the  fort,  guns,  ttoKs,  Etc.  to  y«nr  Excel- 
lency, at  iny  tine  after  the  receipt  of  this  yon  Inay  think  proper;  protec- 
tion to  themselves  and  private  property,  after  delivering  up  the  Sircar's 
arms  and  properly ;  and  be  allowed  to  remain  in  tlie  city,  or  to  go  where- 
ever  tlieir  families  may  be. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedleUt,  humble  servants, 
G.  W.  Hsssiita,  H.  Sutherland. 
[GAdosAre  4.] 
All  the  officers  of  the  Fort  of  Akberabad*  give  in  writing  the  following 
engagement : 

Whereas  a  misunderstanding  had  taken  place  with  Colonel  George 
William  Hegsing,  at  the  insiigfttion  of  the  sepoys,  all  the  officers  and  sepoyt 
do  give  in  writing  this  engagemehl,  Aat  we  will  implicitly  abide  by  what- 
evet-the  said  Colonel  may  adjust  on  our  part  with  General  Lake  for  the 

*  The  name  given  to  Agra  by  the  Emperor  Akber. 
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eecnritjT  of  oar  Utm,  p^ope^tie^  effects,  and  hoDour.    We  hare  agreed  to 
invest  ihe  said  CoIodcI  with  full  powers  for  this  porpoM.    This  enfraf[e- 
meitt  is  correct.    D«ted  the  25ih  Jemmaudee-oo-Sauiiee  1218,  (Uth  or 
12th  of  October.)     Signed  bj  fifteen  officers,  Mahomedaus  and  Hinduoi. 
[Endoanre  £.] 
To  CoIomI  George  Hetting,  aad  Mr.  Sulierlami. 

Mead  Quarters,  British  Camp, 
Oct.  13ih,  1803. 
Oentlxmbm, 
Your  letter  has  been  received. 

On  the  terms  propoaed  ih  the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter,  I  allow  tbs 
garrison  to  mandi  out  with  protection  to  themaelres  and  private  property. 
After  ddivering  up  the  sircar's  arms,  treasure,  or  any  other  public  pro- 
perty, those  who  belong  to  the  city  may  remain  there,  the  others  allowed 
to  go  where  their  families  may  be. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

your  obedient  humble  servant, 

O.  Lau. 
[EncloMire  6.] 
His  Excellency  General  Lake  engages  that  all  the  officers  and  sepoys 
who  are  wtthia  the  fort  of  Akberabad,  shall  be  allowed  to  proceed  in  the 
most  honoorable  manner  with  their  clothes  whithersoever  they  may  chuse. 
No  ioteiruptioD  whatever  will  be  given  to  those  officers  and  sepoys,  thtir 
families  and  children.  But  all  arms  and  military  weapons,  muskets  and 
guns,  carts  and  carriages,  and  treasure  which  may  be  within  the  fort,  shall 
belong  to  the  Company. 

They  (officers,  &c.)  shall  not  be  allowed  to  carry  out  of  the  fbrt  any 
money  or  etfectt  of  Ae  above  description. 

The  officers,  tec.  are  required  to  specify  in  writing  the  hour  at  which  . 
they  may  determine  with  the  bearer  of  this  ei^^ement  to  surrender  the 
/ort,  in  order  that  the  British  troops  may  enter  the  fort. 
Qod  is  witness  to  the  sincerity  of  this  engagement. 


No.  CXIV. 

General  Order$  by  Ae  Governor 'Generat  in  CounaL 

Fort  ^dliam,  Oct.  14th,  1803. 
The  Governor-Oeiieral  m  councU  derives  great  satisiacdon 
firotn  the  intelligence  which  he  haa  received  of  the  reduction 
of  the  fort  aod  city  of  Baroach,  on  the  S9th  of  August,  and 
oS  the  ability,  promptitude,  and  gallantry  with  which  that  im- 
portant service  was  aocomi^bed  by  the  brave  officers  and 
troops  under  the  command  of  Lieut.-Cotonel  Woodii^on,  of 
the  establishment  of  Bombay. 
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His  Excellency  in  council  highly  approves  the  conduct  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Woodington  in  hia  judicious  and  spirited 
exertions  for  the  early  reduction  of  the  place ;  in  directing 
the  operations  of  the  siege ;  in  his  seasonable  determinatioQ 
to  assault  the  fort ;  and  in  the  disposition  which  he  made  of 
the  troops  under  his  command  with  a  view  to  secure  the 
rapid  success  of  that  gallant  attack. 

The  Governor  General  in  council  signifies  his  particular 
approbation  of  the  valour  and  judgment  manifested  by  Major 
Cuyter  of  His  Majesty's  S6th  regimeift,  throughout  the  ser- 
vice at  Baroach,  and  in  commanding  the  storm  of  the  fort, 
and  by  Captain  Richardson  of  the  same  corps  in  leading  the 
assault.  His  Excellency  in  council  also  observes  with  par- 
ticular satisfaction  the  conduct  of  Captain  Cliffe  of  the  engi- 
neers of  Bombay. 

To  all  the  officers  and  troops,  European  and  native,  era- 
ployed  on  this  honourable  occasion,  his  Excellency  in  council 
signifies  his  high  commendation. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  laments  the  loss  of  Cap- 
tain W.  Semple  of  His  Majesty's  86th  regiment,  killed  on 
the  S6th  of  August,  and  of  the  few  brave  men  who  fell  before 
Baroach.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  however  to  observe,  that 
an  acquisition  so  important,  should  have  been  secured  with 
the  loss  of  only  one  officer,  and  of  so  few  soldiers. 

In  bearing  a  due  testimony  to  the  merits  of  the  officers 
and  troops,  employed  in  the  reduction  of  Baroach  on  the 
29th  of  August,  the  Governor-General  in  council  remarks, 
that  on  the  same  day,  distinguished  by  the  commencement  of 
the  victorious  career  of  the  army  of  Bengal,  under  the  per- 
sonal command  of  His  Excellency  General  Lake,  upon  the 
fivntier  of  Oude,  the  army  of  Bombay  at  the  western  extre- 
mity of  the  Peninsula  of  India,  effected  a  service  of  the 
most  arduous  nature,  with  a  similar  spirit  of  alacrity  and 
courage. 

In  the  course  of  an  extensive  and  complicated  system  of 
military  operations,  the  glorious  success  of  our  arms  since  the 
commencement  of  this  war  has  been  uniform  in  every  part  of 
India.  The  able  and  gallant  officers  and  troops  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's service,  and  of  the  several  establishments  of  the  three 
Presidencies,  have  been  actuated  by  equal  sentiments  of 
public  spirit  and  honour,  and  have  co-operated  with  equal 
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ardour  and  success,  in  an  united  effort  to  accomplish  the  just 
objects  of  the  alhes.  The  Governor-General  in  council  con- 
fides in  the  justice  of  our  cause,  in  the  unanimous  zeal  of 
the  three  Presidencies,  and  in  the  continued  co-operation  of 
their  respective  resources  and  power,  that  the  views  of 
the  confederate  chieftains  will  be  speedily  frustrated  by  the 
complete  restoration  of  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  provinces 
of  Hindostan  and  the  Deccan,  which  have  been  disturbed  by 
the  ambition  and  violence  of  the  enemy. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  directs,  that  copies  of 
this  order  be  transmitted  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Go- 
vernor in  council  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  to  the  Honourable 
the  Governor  in  council  at  Bombay,  to  be  published  to  the 
army  of  those  presidencies  respectively. 
By  commBDii  of  his  Excellency 

The  Most  Noble  the  OoTemor-Generel  in  CoudcU, 
L.  Hook, 
Secreur;  to  the  Goremmeut,  Mililar;  Deparlmeat. 


Lieut. -Colonel  Harcmirt  to  Captain  Armttreng. 

Uul-BauK  Fort,  Cattack,  Oct.  16th,  1803. 
Sir,  [Received  Oct.  22aA,  1803.] 

I  had  the  honour  of  briefly  stating  to  you  yesterday,  for 
the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  most  noble  the  Gover- 
nor-General, that  the  fort  of  Bsrrabutty  had  been  taken  by 
assault  by  a  part  of  the  troops  under  my  command,  directed 
to  perform  this  service  under  the  orders  of  Lieut.-Colonel 
Clayton,  of  the  ifOth  Bengal  regiment.  I  now  have  the  honour 
to  acquunt  you,  for  his  Excellency's  information,  with  the 
turther  details  of  this  operation. 

On  the  night  of  the  12th  a  spot  was  fixed  on  for  a  twelve- 
pounder  battery,  distant  about  500  yards  from  the  outer  gate 
of  the  fort.  This  battery  was  completed  on  the  night  of  the 
ISth,  and  the  twelve-pounder  placed  in  it,  together  with  two 
howitzers  and  two  six-pounders,  the  whole  of  which  opened 
their  fire  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,     By  eleven  o'clock  in 
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the  forenoon  most  of  the  defences  on  the  souUi  face  of  the 
fort,  against  which  our  fire  was  directed,  vere  taken  off,  the 
enemy's  guns  eilenced,  and  every  appearance  promieed  suc- 
cess :  upon  which  I  directed  Lieut-Colonel  Clayton  to  ad- 
vance with  one  Bis-pounder,  and  s  party  of  artillery  men,  300 
Europeans  from  his  Majesty's  S2nd,  and  the  Madras  Euro- 
pean regiment,  and  400  sepoys  trom  the  30th  Bengal,  and  the 
9thand  19tfa  regimentaof  Madras  Native  Infantry.  The  party 
had  to  pass  over  a  narrow  hridge,  and  under  a  very  heavy 
but  ill-directed  fire  of  musketry  from  the  fort,  to  which  they 
were  exposed  for  forty  minutes.  They  at  length  succeeded 
in  blowing  open  the  wicket,  (the  remuning  part  of  tbe  gate 
having  been  fortified  with  thick  masses  of  stone).  Having 
once  accomplished  this,  the  party  entered  singly,  and  although 
they  met  with  considerable  resistance  whilst  entering  the  fort, 
and  passing  two  other  gates,  the  British  troops  were  soon 
completely  victorious.  . 

1  cannot  too  highly  praise  the  conduct  of  Lieut.-Colonel 
Clayton,  and  that  of  the  ofiScers  and  troops  under  his  com- 
mand: the  whole  party  manifested  a  degree  of  persevering 
steadiness  and  bravery  that  does  them  infinite  honour. 

The  fort  of  Barrabutty  is  of  considerable  strength,  and 
with  the  exception  only  of  the  bridge  over  which  our  party 
passed,  is  inaccessible,  as  it  is  surrounded  by  a  ditch  from  S5 
to  135  feet  broad,  and  SO  feet  depth  of  water  in  it. 

1  am  happy  to  acquaint  you  that  our  loss  has  not  been  con- 
siderable, but  I  have  to  report  with  regret  that  Capt.  Kenny, 
of  the  19th  regiment  Madras  Infantry,  Captiun  Huristone,  of 
his  Majesty's  SSnd  regiment,  and  Lieut.  Faithful,  of  the  Ben- 
gal Artillery,  are  wounded,  ^ough  not  dangerously ;  their 
conduct  was  highly  meritorious,  as  well  as  that  of  every  other 
officer  on  the  stormii^  party. 

Returns  of  the  killed  and  wounded  are  enclosed.* 

I  cannot  omit  expressing  in  the  strongest  manner  the  high 
sense  I  entertain  of  the  services  of  Capt.  Blunt,  field-engineer, 
who  has  been  throughout  our  campaign,  indefatigably  active ; 
and  of  Capt.  Hetzler,  of  the  Bengal  Artillery,  whose  well  di- 
rected fire  from  the  battery  was  of  eminent  service. 

•  See  Appendix. 
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The  loss  of  the  enemj  within  the  fort  wu  very  consider- 
able, and  many  w^e  drovned  in  the  ditch,  whra  endeavour-' 
ing  to  escape. 

I  should  not  omit  mentioning  that  a  stand  of  colours  of  the 
enemy  was  taken  by  the  detaohment  of  hb  Majesty's  S^nd 
regiment,  a  second  stand  of  coburs  by  the  20th  Bengal  regi- 
meot,  a  third  by  the  9th  Madras  Dative  regiment,  and  a  fourth 
by  the  19th  Madras  native  regiment ;  and  for  the  disposal 
of  which  I  hope  to  be  htHioured  with  his  Excellency's  com- 
mands. 

The  zealous  and  efficient  services  of  Major  of  Brigade 
Thompson  demand  my  wannest  acknowledgments,  and  I  piust 
further  beg  leave  to  report  to  you  for  bis  Excellency's  infor- 
mation, that  the  general  conduct  of  the  whole  force  under  my 
command  has  been  such  as  to  merit  the  most  favourable 
representation  of  their  services  to  his  Excellency's  notice. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Georqb  Harcoubt, 
Lieat.-Colonel  commanding  in  Cuttack,  and 
Mil  Sec.  to  his  Excellency  the  Most 
Koble  the  Oovemor-General. 


lAeal-General  Lake  to  lie  Margaeu  fFeUe^. 

HetA  Qaarten,  Agra,  Oct.  I8th,  180$. 
Mr  LOBP,  [Recfltnd  Oct.  28tli,  1803.] 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  l^ordsbip,  tljat  the  im- 
portant fortress  of  Agra,  termed  by  th«  natives  the  key  of 
Hindostan,  capitulated  last  night,  and  the  gavrison,  consist- 
ing of  between  five  and  six  tboutand  men,  aiarched  out  at 
noon  this  day,  when  the  place  was  iqune4>atdy  occupied  by 
our  troops  under  the  commuid  of  Prigadier-Greneral  Mac- 
donald. 

The  only  terms  required  by  the  garrison,  were  protection 
to  their  persons  and  private  propCTty,  which  was  agreed  to  on 
my  part 

I  attribute  the  early  surrender  of  this  place  to  the  great 
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impression  our  breaching  batteries,  which  opened  yesterday 
morning  within  350  yards,  made  on  the  walls,  and  which  would 
have  caused  a  practicable  breach  in  a  few  hours  more  batter- 
ing. 

To  Colonel  Horsford,  of  the  artillery,  and  Capt.  Wood,  of 
the  corps  of  engineers,  as  well  as  to  every  oflBcer  in  those  two 
corps,  I  feel  myself  under  great  obligations  for  their  unre- 
mitted exertions  on  this  occasion,  and  to  which  I  pnncipally 
attribute  my  early  success  against  this  place. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  say,  our  loss  since  the  construction 
of  the  batteries,  has  been  very  trifling.  Three  European 
artillery  men,  and  three  Golundauze  killed,  are  the  only  casu- 
alties. 

A  return  of  the  ordnance,  stores,  &c.  found  in  the  fort,  I 
shall  have  the  honour  to  forward  for  your  Lordship's  iofor- 
mation  to-morrow.* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  futbful, 
humble  servant, 

G.  Lakb. 


liieul. •General  Lake  to  the  Marfueti  Welletteg. 
CPrivate.) 

My  dear  Lord,  Agn,  Oct.  1803. 

It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  express  what  I  feel  in  congratu- 
lating you  upon  the  surrender  of  this  fort,  and  rejoice  that  it 
has  been  in  my  power  to  put  your  Lordship  in  possession  of 
the  key  to  Hindostan.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  think 
that  we  were  not  obliged  to  storm,  as  from  the  intricate  pas- 
sages in  the  fort,  and  the  strong  garrison,  composed  of  the 
most  desperate  cast  of  men,  we  must  have  lost  a  number  of 
most  valuable  lives,  particularly  Europeans,  which  cannot 
be  spared. 

The  gaining  of  this  place  has  relieved  my  mind  exceed- 

*  See  Appendix. 
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ingly,  as  it  liberates  my  army  so  completely.  The  effect  this 
will  have  upon  the  minds  of  the  natives  is  beyond  all  descrip- 
tion, as  they  imagine  this  fort  could  have  held  out  a  long 
time. 

It  fills  my  heart  with  joy  when  I  consider  that  I  have  been 
able  to  contribute  in  any  degree  to  your  happiness  and  com- 
fort, by  carrying  into  effect  your  judicious  and  wise  counsels. 
That  you  may  live  long  to  enjoy  all  the  honours  and  dignities 
your  country  can  bestow,  is  the  most  sincere  wish  of 
My  dear  Lord, 
your  affectionate  and  devoted  servant, 

G.  Lake. 

The  garrison  declared  that  the  guns  from  our  battery 
yesterday,  and  the  shells  were  not  to  be  borne ,  and  that  in 
short,  there  is  no  possibility  of  standing  against  the  British 
troops. 

Excuse  haste. 


T%e  Marqueu  0^eUe*leg  to  Lieut.-General  Lake, 

Sib,  Fnrt  WilUun,  October  I9tli,  1803. 

1 .  Your  Excellency  has  probably  received  the  communi- 
catiori  of  Rajah  Ambajee's  overtures  for  consolidating  his 
interests  with  those  of  the  Company,  through  the  channel  of 
Colonel  CoUins's  newswriter,  stationed  in  the  camp  of  Am- 
bajee,  Arobajee  having  lately  despatched  that  person  to 
Puttehgurh  for  the  express  purpose  of  communicating  his 
proposals  to  your  Excellency. 

S.  I  deem  it  proper  however  to  transmit  to  your  Excel- 
lency a  memorandum  of  the  communication  made  to  the  Per- 
sian Secretary  upon  this  subject  by  Salaiui-OoUa-Khan,  a 
near  relation  of  Enaum-OoUa-Khan,  the  person  through 
whom  Rajah  Ambajee  has  conveyed  his  present  overtures: 
and  to  state  to  your  Excellency  my  sentiments  with  regard  to 
the  general  principles  on  which  I  shall  be  disposed  to  con< 
dude  engagements  with  Ambajee  for  establishing  the  pro- 
posed connection  between  him  and  the  British  Government. 

3.  I  am  not  informed  of  the  exact  limits  of  the  territories 
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under  the  authority  of  Ambigae,  but  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  former  poBsesaioiis  of  the  Rana  of  Gohud  beiag  ini 
eluded  in  those  territories,  a  compliance  with  the  precise 
terms  of  Rajah  Ambajee's  proposals,  would  be  incompatible 
with  the  arrangement  proposed  to  be  concluded  with  the 
Rana  of  Gohud  and  other  of  the  Jaut  chieftuDS.  The  pro- 
gress of  the  negotiation  with  the  Ruia  of  Gohud  may  bare 
precluded  by  considerations  of  justice  and  good  faith,  the 
propriety  of  receding  from  the  conclusion  of  the  projected 
arrangement  with  the  Rapa,  even  if  it  should  be  desirable  on 
any  ground  of  policy  to  abandon  that  object.  In  such  an 
event  it  will  be  necessary  to  devise  such  an  arrangement  with 
Ambajee  as  may  satisfy  that  chieftain  without  injury  to  the 
cluma  of  the  Rana  of  Gohud,  and  without  defeating  the  de- 
sign of  establishing  the  independence  of  the  Rana  of  Gobud. 

4.  It  may  perhaps  be  practicable  to  assign  to  Rajah  Am- 
bajee an  additional  portion  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah's  terri- 
tory as  an  equivalent  for  that  part  of  the  Rana  of  Gohud's 
former  possessions  at  present  occupied  by  Ambajee,  which  it 
may  be  necessary  to  transfer  to  the  independent  authority  of 
the  Rana  of  Gohud  under  the  proposed  arrangement  with 
that  chieftain.  It  is  probable  also,  that  Ambajee  may  be 
satisfied  with  a  limited  extent  of  territory  under  the  terms  of 
independence  and  of  exemption  &om  the  payment  of  tribute 
or  revenue  upon  which  I  am  disposed  to  guarantee  his  future 
possessions ;  and  that  he  will  readily  yield  the  possession  of 
the  lands  and  forts  which  we  must  require  from  him,  if  he 
can  by  such  a  concession  secure  his  independence  and  bis 
property,  and  be  relieved  from  all  future  interference  in  bis 
estates,  and  from  all  charges  and  taxes  whatever,  exceptuig 
merely  the  obligation  of  rendering  military  «d  and  service  in 
time  of  war. 

5.  The  accurate  information  which  your  Excellency  may 
acquire  with  regard  to  the  territories  under  the  authority  of 
Ambajee,  will  probably  enable  your  Excellency  to  suggest  an 
arrangement  satisfactory  to  that  chieftun  and  to  the  Rana  of 
Gohud. 

6.  I  deem  it  however  to  be  indispensably  necessary  that 
the  fortress  of  Gwalior  and  the  passes  from  the  Deccan  info 
Hindostan  situated  in  that  quarter  should  be  garrisoned  by 
British  troops. 
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7.  I  am  diaposed  to  giuraotee  Ambajee  in  the  fullest  inde- 
pendent possession  of  such  territory  as  may  be  assigned  to 
bim,  without  exacting  from  him  any  revenue,  payment,  or 
tribute  whatever,  excepting  a  subsidy  proportioned  to  the 
extent  of  any  military  aid  which  may  be  afforded  to  bim 
under  the  terms  of  the  engagements  to  be  contracted  with 
that  chieftun. 

8.  The  only  conditions  which  I  deem  it  necessary  to  re- 
quire from  Ambajee,  in  return  for  the  guarantee  of  his  pos- 
sessions by  the  British  Government  is,  that  Ambajee  be  re- 
quired to  co-operate  with  ua  in  the  present  or  in  any  future 
contest  with  the  Mahratta  power,  or  with  any  other  state  in 
Hindostan  and  the  Deccan,  and  that  Ambajee  engage  to 
assist  the  British  Government  to  the  extent  of  his  power  and 
resources  in  repelling  any  eventual  invasion  on  the  part  of 
France ;  that  he  be  required  to  dismiss  all  European  oflBcers 
and  soldiers,  French  or  others  now  in  his  service,  and  to  en- 
gage not  to  employ  any  European  officer  or  soldier  hereafter 
without  the  consent  of  the  British  Goveminent,  and  that  he 
be  required  to  furnish  a  stipulated  force  of  cavalry  whenever 
it  shall  be  demanded  by  the  British  Government. 

9.  These  are  the  genersJ  principlea  upon  which  I  am  in- 
clined to  form  a  connection  with  Ambajee ;  your  Excellency 
however  will  modify  the  details  of  theee  proposed  terms,  ac- 
c<M>ding  to  actual  or  eventual  circumstances,  in  such  manner 
AS  may  appear  to  your  Excellency  to  be  most  conducive  to 
the  public  interests. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Weu^eslbt. 


No.  CXIX. 

General  Ordan,  iy  th«  Governor-General  in  Council. 

Fort  WiUiw,  October  22d,  1S03. 
The  Govemor-Generd  in  Council  notifies  to  the  army  his 
high  approbation  of  the  Daeritorious  services  of  the  officers 
and  troops  employed  under  the  able  conduct  of  Lieut-Colcmel 
George  Harcourt,  in  the  expedition  prepared  under  the  ape- 
tial  orders  of  hia  Excellency  in  Council,  for  the  occupation 
of  dke  valuable  proviice  of  Cuttack. 
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His  Excellency  in  Council  obserred  with  great  Batisfaction 
the  judgment,  skill,  and  firmness,  manifested  by  Lieut.-Colo- 
nel  Harcourt,  in  directing  the  movement  of  the  division  of 
the  troops,  which  entered  the  province  of  Cuttack  from 
Ganjam. 

The  difficulties  opposed  to  the  progress  of  the  troops  by 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  country,  by  the  period  of  the  sea- 
son, and  by  the  resistance  of  the  enemy,  were  surmounted  by 
Lieut.-Colonel  Harcourt,  and  by  the  brave  officers  and  troops 
under  his  command,  with  the  same  spirit  of  gallantry  and 
perseverance,  which  has  secured  the  success  of  every  opera- 
tion of  the  British  army  in  every  part  of  India  during  this 
glorious  campaign. 

The  Governor- General  in  Council  highly  approves  the 
judicious  arrangements  prepared  by  Lieut.-Colonel  Harcourt, 
for  the  siege  and  assault  of  the  fort  of  Barrabutty  at  Cuttack, 
and  the  spirited  exertion  by  which  that  important  service  waa 
executed  with  success  and  honour  on  the  14th  instant. 

His  Excellency  in  Council  directs  Lieut.-Colonel  Harcourt 
to  signify  his  distinguished  approbation  of  the  merits  of 
Lieut.-Colonel  Clayton  of  the  Bengal  ^th  regiment  native 
infantry,  who  commanded  the  attack,  and  of  the  steadiness 
and  bravery  of  all  the  officers  and  troops  employed  in  the 
assault  of  the  fort. 

It  affords  considerable  satisfection  to  the  Governor-General 
in  Council  to  remark,  that  this  important  service  has  been 
effected  with  so  Uttle  loss,  and  his  Excellency  trusts  that 
Captain  Hurlstone  of  his  Majesty's  22i  regiment.  Captain 
Kenny  of  the*  19th  regiment  of  Madras  native  infantry,  and 
Lieut.  Faithfull  of  the  Bengal  artillery,  will  speedily  be  re- 
stored to  the  public  service,  in  which  their  courage  and  reso- 
lution have  already  been  distinguished. 

The  Governor-General  in  Council  expresses  his  sense  of 
the  activity,  zeal,  and  useful  services  of  Captain  Blunt,  field 
engineer  in  Cuttack,  and  also  of  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Hetzler  of  the  Bengal  artillery. 

The  colours  taken  in  the  assault  of  the  fort  of  Cuttack  by 
the  detachments  of  bis  Majesty's  2Zd  regiment,  the  SOth 
Bengal  native  regiment,  and  the  dth  and  19th  Madras  native 
regiments,  are  to  be  publicly  displayed  in  the  fort  of  Cuttack, 
and  afterwards  lodged  in  die  principal  building  in  the  fort, 
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with  an  iDsciiption   signifying  the   names  of  the  corps  by 
which  the  standards  were  respectively  taken  from  the  enemy. 

His  Excellency  in  Council  expresses  the  satisfaction  with 
which  he  has  noticed  the  zealous  and  efficient  services  of 
Major  of  Brigade  Thompson. 

During  the  advance  of  the  force,  under  the  immediate  di- 
rection of  Lieut.-Colonel  Harcourt  from  Ganjam,  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  troops  employed  at  Balasore  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Morgan  of  the  7th  Bengal  native  regi- 
ment, and  of  that  which  marched  from  Jelasore  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Ferguson  of  the  same  regiment, 
merits  the  public  approbation  of  his  Excellency  in  Council. 

The  Governor-General  in  Council  particularly  approves 
the  firm  and  skilful  conduct  of  Captain  Morgan,  in  directing 
the  dbembarkaHon  of  the  troops  at  Balasore,  and  in  the 
judicious  occupation  and  maintenance  of  that  poBition.  His 
Excellency  in  Council  also  expresses  his  just  sense  of  the 
meritorious  and  useful  assistance  rendered  by  Captain  P. 
Grant  of  the  16th  regiment  of  Bengal  native  infantry,  in  the 
execution  of  every  branch  of  the  service  at  Balasore,  and  in 
aiding  the  progress  of  Lteut.-Colonel  Ferguson's  detach- 
ment. 

Great  advantage  has  been  derived  to  the  success  of  our 
arms  in  Cuttack  from  the  respect  which  has  been  uniformly 
observed  by  Lieut.-Colone1  Harcourt,  and  by  all  the  officers 
and  troops  under  his  immediate  command,  as  well  as  by  the 
detachments  co-operating  from  Balasore  and  Jelasore,  to- 
wards the  religious  establishment  s  in  Cuttack,  and  from  the 
exemplary  humanity  with  which  the  lives  an^  private  pro- 
perty of  the  inhabitants  and  the  sanctity  of  the  temples  and 
institutions  of  the  Brahmins  have  been  protected  from  viola- 
tion. 

The  Governor-General  notices  with  peculiar  pleasure  the 
merits  of  Lieut.>Colone1  Harcourt,  and  of  the  officers  and 
troops  serving  in  Cuttack  in  this  respect,  as  tending  to  main- 
tun  the  honour  of  the  British  character,  and  to  conciliate 
the  confidence  and  attachment  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
valuable  province. 

By  comniaDd  of  Hi  Ezcdleocy  the  moct  noble 
the  OoTcmor-General  in  Oouodi, 

L.  Hook,  Sec.  ut  the  Gort.  ftliL  Dept. 
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No.  CXX. 

Lieul.-Gmeral  Lake  to  Ike  Mar^ueu  JFeUetley. 
(Prirale.) 

Agn,  October  22<i,  1803. 
Mr  Lord,  [RecdTcd  Nor.  lit.  1803.] 

Your  Lordship  will  this  6».y  receire  an  official  letter  re- 
specting the  subject  of  prize-tDoney  taken  in  the  fort  of  Agra, 
amounting  to  twenty-four  kcs  of  rupees,  treasure  I  undep- 
stand,  for  the  payment  of  the  troops,  at  least  Colonel  Hessing 
and  all  ^e  European  officers  belonging  to  Mr.  Perron  declare 
^at  they  do  conceive  this  money  to  be  public,  and  not  pri- 
vate property :  however  it  appears  of  very  little  consequence 
whose  property  it  may  hare  been,  as  it  was  clearly  in  the 
possestion  of  the  troops  in  the  fort,  who  had  confined  the 
commandant  Colonel  Hessing  and  all  European  officers,  and 
who  did  conceive  it  their  property  for  the  payment  of  their 
troops,  and  did,  when  leave  was  granted  to  them  to  quit  the 
fort  with  their  private  property,  leave  this  treasure  as  public 
property  belonging  to  the  fort  I,  therefore,  can  see  it  in  no 
other  point  of  view  than  legal  prize-money^  if  I  am  wrong,  or 
have  acted  contrary  to  your  wishes,  I  shall  be  most  miserable. 
I  can  only  say,  that  whatever  may  be  my  share  it  will  not  be 
touched,  but  left  in  the  hands  of  the  paymaster  till  your 
Lordship's  pleasure  is  known,  and  ready  to  be  paid  whenever 
you  like.  The  army  certainly  expected  the  money,  or  I  would 
not  have  given  it  diem,  and  I  think  they  had  d^^rved  it.  I 
hate  all  money,  concems,  end  sincerely  wi^  I  had  nothing  to 
tio  with  this ;  I  have  ever  held  money  in  mort  sovereign  coo- 
te«pt,  and  shall  I  am  sure  do  so  to  the  end  of  my  life.  I 
have  only  to  hope  I  have  done  nothing  which  can  displease 
your  Lordship,  as  that  would  take  from  me  all  the  satit&c- 
tion  I  have  received  from  our  late  suocesses. 

I  hope  to  be  aUe  to  leave  the  place  in  perfect  security  by 
the  JS5di  instant. 

I  truHt  you  will  excuse  haste  when  I  tell  you  it  is  now  seven 
o'clock,  and  I  have  not  had  one  moment  to  myself  since  five 
o'clock  this  morning.  I  believe  the  fall  of  Agra  has  com- 
pletely astonished  the  natives  and  convinced  them  we  are 
most  superior  to  them.    The  fort  is  much  more  formidable 
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than  I  had  any  idea  of,  and  I  am  convinced,  as  is  ererj  one 
that  has  8e«n  it,  that  had  we  been  obliged  to  storm,  with  the 
Dumbers  in  the  fort,  that  we  should  have  lost  a  most  amazing 
number  of  tuen.  We  have  been  fortunate  all  the  way  through, 
And  I  think  more  particularly  so  in  this  instance. 
Believe  me,  my  dear  Lwd, 
with  every  sentiteetit  of  affection  and  esteem, 

ever  moat  faithfully  and  sinceivly  yours, 
G.  Lake. 


The  Hon.  JUi^or-Geiteral  f^eUetla/  to  the  Marqueu  WeUetUg. 

Camp,  Ferdtpore,  October  S4ib,  1803. 
Mr  LoILd,  [lUceired  Decanbw  14th,  1603.] 

1.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  ExceUency,  that  Col. 
Stevenson  took  possession  of  the  city  of  Booihanpoor,  without 
opposition,  on  the  16th  instant';  he  marched  to  Asaeer-Ghur 
on  the  17tfa,  took  possession  of  the  Pettah  on  the  18th, 
opened  a  battery  agfunst  the  fort  on  the  SOth,  and  obtained 
possession  of  it  on  the  morning  of  the  Slst.  I  have  not  yet 
received  a  detailed  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Colonel 
Stevenson  obtained  possession  of  this  important  fortress,  or 
whether  be  sustained  any  loss  in  the  attack  of  the  Pettah  on 
the  iSth,  or  ofthe  fort. 

2.  After  I  had  arrived  at  Poolmery,  about  sixteen  miles 
north  from  Aurungabad,  I  found  t^at  the  enemy  did  not  ad- 
vance to  the  southward,  as  I  had  been  informed  they  first 
intended,  find  in  the  night  of  the  15th,  I  received  a  particular 
account  of  the  disposition  of  their  troops,  ba^age,  &c.  which 
convinced  me  that  they  intended  to  interrupt  Colonel  Steven- 
son's operations  at  Asseer-Ghur. 

3.  I  therefore  marched  on  the  16th  to  the  northward,  and 
descended  the  Ghaut  on  the  19th.  Sdndiah  had  moved  to 
the  northward,  but  he  halted  as  soon  as  he  found  I  had  re- 
turned ;  and  he  was  yesterday  at  Aboon  on  the  Taptee.  The 
Rajah  of  Berar  has  separated  from  him,  and,  it  is  said,  has 
gone  towards  Chandore.  I  suspect  that  the  report  has  been 
circulated  with  a  view  to  draw  me  to  the  southward  again ; 
but  as  Colonel  Stevenson  baa  got  poaaession  of  Aaseer-Gbur, 
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and  is  fiilly  equal  to  any  thing  that  can  be  sent  against  him, 
it  is  Diy  intention  to  reascend  the  Ghaut  immediatelyy 

4.  Sixteen  officers  and  Serjeants  belon^^g  to  the  Campoos* 
have  joined  Colonel  Stevenson,  under  your  Excellency's  pro- 
clamation of  the  S9th  of  AugusL  I  will  hereafter  send  a  list 
of  their  names,  and  an  account  of  the  pay  each  is  to  receive. 
The  infantry  retired  towards  the  Nerbuddah  when  Colonel 
Stevenson  approached  Boorhanpoor,  and  by  all  accounts  it 
is  completely  destroyed  and  disorganized.  It  is  impossible 
to  form  it  into  corps  again,  and  it  is  not  probable  that  it  will 
ever  be  of  any  service  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 

5.  I  have  directed  Colonel  Stevenson  to  leave  a  garrison  in 
Asseer-Ghur,  and  to  deliver  the  districts  depending  upon 
that  fortress  to  the  charge  of  the  servants  of  the  Soobafa  of 
the  Deccan.  Your  Excellency  will  observe,  that  this  is  the 
last  of  the  possessions  of  Dowlut  Kao  Scindiah  in  the  Deccan; 
and  the  operations  of  the  troops  will  now  be  directed  agunst 
those  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and 

&ithful  humble  servant, 
Arthur  Wblleslby. 


No.  cxxn. 

M(^r-  General  Nicholt  lo  the  HonearoMe  Jonathan  Duncan,  E*q. 
Honourable  Sir,  Bombay.  Sept.  27, 1803. 

The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Murray, 
giving  cover  to  one  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Woodington, 
respecting  the  capitulation  of  Powaughur. f 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

O.  Nichols,  M.G. 

*  A  corraption  of  "  camp."— A  deDomiaMon  given  bf  native  gtateB  Co 
campi,  or  cor|iB  of  ref^ar  troopi. 

t  Theae  documents  as  obo  many  othera  in  this  work  are  pna  for  the 
sake  of  placing'  on  public  record,  the  valourous  deetls  of  our  armiea  in 
the  Ea«t,  at  a  criut  of  the  greatest  importaace.— [£i/.] 
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[I«I.  EDcloeure.] 
To  U/jjor-General  Nieholk. 

Sti,  Head  Quarteri,  Bsrodt,  Sept.  31,  1803. 

1  hare  the  hoDonr  to  eocloie  a  letter  which  I  receired  this  morning'  from 
Lieatenani-ColoDel  WoodiotctOD.  It  is  oecesBBry  lo  inform  you,  that  the 
delay  of  this  importaat  commnnicatioQ  arises  from  the  miscarria)^  of  the 
Colonel's  letter,  althouj^h  sent  in  duplicate. 

Golooel  Woodington  highly  praisee  ihe  leal  and  actirity  of  the  troopi 
under  bit  command,  and  to  judge  by  their  Miccess,  the  pnute  b  well 
merited. 

Colonel  Woodington  haa  In  a  most  particolar  manner  requested,  that  1 
should  lay  the  meritorious  serrices  of  Serjeant  Moore,  of  his  Majesty's 
86th  regiment,  liefore  you.  He  led  the  forlorn  hope  at  the  assault  of 
Broadi,  and  behaved  with  the  utmost  gallantry  on  that  occasion.  Major 
Cnyler  speaks  highly  in  faTOur  of  hia  genenil  character. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  Mun&AT,  Colonel.     . 
[2d.  Encloanre.] 
7b  Colonel  Murray,  Commanding  ihe  Ferett  in  the  Guteral. 
Sir,  Baroda,Sept21,  1803. 

In  consequence  of  yonr  communication  to  me  last  night,  that  you  had 
not  received  my  official  comraunlcation  oa  the  surrender  of  Fowanghur  by 
capitulation,  I  have  the  bonour  to  address  you  again  on  the  subject. 

After  a  breach  bad  been  effected  in  the  wall  of  the  inner  fort,  as  al^o 
that  another  was  almost  practicable  in  a  tower  at  the  angle  of  the  outer 
fort,  the  garrison  offered  to  capitulate  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  on 
condition  of  being  protected  in  their  persons  and  private  property.  To 
these  terms  I  agreed,  on  condition  of  immediatdy  taking  possession  of  the 
breach  in  the  inner  waU  with  a  contpaoy  of  sepoys  {  they  however  tacked 
other  stipulations  to  the  capitulation,  vii.  that  I  should  agree  to  pay  them 
the  arrears  due  from  Scindiah,  and  that  two  of  the  Commanders  of  the 
Ouicowar  cavalry  with  me  (amounting  to  about  300  bone)  should  sign  the 
agreement.  To  these  latter  articles  I  would  on  no  account  agree,  and  it 
was  not  until  four  p.  m.  when  they  found  from  our  cMitianing  to  batter 
that  I  would  admit  of  no  delay,  that  they  agreed  to  the  orifpnal  tenns, 
which  were  immediately  carried  into  full  effect,  by  th^  eracnation  of  the 
fort  and  mountain  of  which  we  took  possession. 

If  thu  had  not  taken  place  I  had  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
storming  both  breaches  on  the  morning  of  the  18tb,  and  I  conceive  that 
the  garrison  were  intimidated  from  a  knowledge  that,  if  they  opposed  us  on 
our  entering  the  breaches,  their  communication  with  the  upper  fort  would 
be  CDl  off,  and  they  bad  no  other  way  to  escape  than  the  road  whidi  led 
down  by  our  battery. 

Could  they  have  obtained  possession  of  the  upper  fort,  or  Balla  Killa,  at 
the  top  of  the  mouotun,  I  am  inclined  to  think  il  utterly  impregnable. 

VOL.  lit.  Sk 
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I  hftve  left  Gapiain  Cliffe  of  tbe  Enginem,  to  Uhe  a  plan  and  rieir  of 
the  forts  and  works  on  the  mountun,  nhich  I  doubt  not,  from  bu  koomi 
abilities,  will  be  ably  executed. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  that  I  embrace  thi»  opponnoity  of  sub- 
mittiii)r  for  your  notice,  tbe  merits,  zeal,  and  great  exertioas  of  all  nuiks 
on  ihis  service. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.  WooDiNGTON,  Lieut.-Colonel. 


Lieut.'General  Lake  lo  the  Marqugti  ff^elletley. 

(Private.) 

My  Lord,  Camp  Kerowly,  Oct.  28tb,  1803. 

It  is  with  the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction  I  take  up  my  pen 
to  congratulate  you  upon  the  signal  victory  gained  by  Gene- 
ral Wellesley  over  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  We 
have  had  rumours  of  it  for  some  days,  but  cannot  obtain  any 
decided  accounts  of  it.  One  report  is,  that  Scindiah  had  QeA 
into  the  Fort  of  Aseer  with  only  seven  horsemen ;  if  that  be 
true,  his  sun  is  set.  The  Berar  Rajah  will  feel  the  operations 
in  Cuttack,  and  lament  his  folly  in  contending  with  the  Bri- 
tish Government,  and  will  of  course  sue  for  peace.  Nothing 
ever  gave  me  greater  or  more  real  pleasure  than  hearing  that 
General  Wellesley  bad  so  completely  defeated  the  army  of 
Scindiah  with  his  own  troops,  unassisted  by  Colonel  Steven- 
eon,  from  being  confident  what  joy  you  must  have  received 
from  it,  as  well  as  its  being  done  by  a  King's  Genera) :  this  you 
will  allow  to  be  a  national  pride  in  a  British  officer,  without 
any  dbparagement  to  any  other. 

I  had  intended  to  have  marched  immediately  towards 
Gwalior,  and  in  my  way  to  the  Chumbul  to  have  destroyed 
the  remains  of  some  of  Duderneg's  brigade  in  that  direction; 
but  upon  finding  the  day  before  yesterday  that  they  had 
begun  their  march  to  this  side,  I  determined  to  intercept 
them,  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  exactly ;  aad  I  have 
been  obliged  to  halt  this  day  for  a  very  heavy  fall  of  rain  last 
night,  that  made  the  roads  so  bad  as  to  prevent  my  moving 
this  morning.  I  shall  march  to-morrow  momtng,  and  hope 
very  shortly  to  be  able  to  give  a  very  good  account  of  liiem„ 
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it  is  not  clear  what  their  intention  b,  except  plundering  the 
country,  whether  they  incline  to  go  towards  Delhi  or  Jey- 
pore,  whichever  route  they  take,  we  shall  soon  be  with 
them.  They  have  no  leader,  and  one  day  they  talk  of  coming 
in  to  us,  another  day  they  have  some  other  scheme,  and  no 
one  wiU  take  them  into  their  seirice,  consequently  they 
cannot  exist  long.  They  are  very  few  in  number,  and  short 
I  believe  of  ammunition,  therefore  your  Lordship  need  not  be 
the  least  uneasy  about  them.  Ambajee's  vakeel  is  now  in 
camp,  he  arrived  this  morning,  and  you  shall  know  by  to- 
morrow's post  what  his  terms  are.  I  know  his  character 
perfectly,  and  I  sh^ll  be  very  cautious  in  trusting  to  his  faith ; 
he  has  it  not  in  his  power  to  do  mischief,  he  has  no  troops, 
and  I  do  not  think  wishes  for  any,  as  these  fellows  of  Duder- 
neg's  offered  their  services  to  him,  which  he  refused.  The 
moment  I  have  settled  these  gentry,  if  Amb^ee  does  not  give 
up  Gwalior,  I  shall  turn  my  hand  that  way,  and  have  little 
dOubt  of  its  being  an  easy  conquest. 

That  you  may  live  long  to  enjoy  all  the  honours  and  thanka 
from  your  country  you  are  justly  entitled  to,  with  every 
private  comfort  and  happiness  you  can  experience,  is  the 
sincere  wish,  my  dear  Lord,  of  him  who  is 

With  affectionate  regard  and  esteem 
Faithfully  your's, 

G.  Lake. 


Tht  9/argueu  JFeUethy  to  Lieut. -General  Lahe. 
(Private.) 

Fort  WilliBm,  dMp&tched  by  Gxpreu,  at 
My  dear  Sib,  half-paat  SercD,  P.M.  Oct.  29,  1803. 

Your  happy  success  at  Agra  has  afforded  me  the  most 
cordial  satisfaction.  This  is  the  fruit  of  your  glory  in  the 
field.  I  have  remarked  that  your  humane  and  generous  heart 
has  suffered  severely  even  in  the  midst  of  your  victories  for 
the  necessary  loss  of  gallant  British  blood,  which  mmt  attend 
such  extraordinary  efforts  of  valour;  but  I  trust  you  now 
receive  the  best  consolation  for  the  fall  of  those  whom  you 
have  lamented,  in  reaping  the  fiiU  benefit  of  then-  example 
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and  noble  deeds ;  and  in  securing  Agra  the  most  important 
single  object  of  the  war,  without  effusion  of  blood,  and  by  the 
mere  lustre  and  terror  of  your  name.  This  is  the  most  grateful 
result  of  the  triumph  of  our  arms ;  nor  can  a  more  convincing 
proof  be  afforded  of  the  humane  andjust  policy  of  that  promp- 
titude, decision,  and  energy,  which  marked  your  conduct  in 
the  commencement  of  the  war.  I  am  persuaded  that  many  lives 
have  been  saved  by  the  early  sacrifice  of  a  few  brave  men, whose 
early  gallantry  has  struck  terror  into  the  hearts  of  the  enemy.  I 
have  considered  the  fall  of  Agra  as  the  most  propitious  event 
of  this  wonderful  and  immortal  campaign,  and  I  have  received 
your  notification  of  the  surrender  of  the  key  of  Hindostan  as 
the  signal  of  general  rejoicing. 

You  will  have  shared  my  sentiments  on  the  noble  and 
splendid  victory,  gained  by  my  brother  on  the  2Sd  of  Septem- 
ber. His  official  account  of  the  action  has  not  yet  reached 
me,  but  I  have  received  authentic  accounts  of  all  the  parti' 
culars  of  that  glorious  day,  which  have  been  forwarded  to 
you  by  express ;  he  is  worthy  to  command  under  your  orders : 
and  I  should  almost  have  believed  that  he  must  have  received 
them  from  Delhi,  before  he  fought  the  battle  of  Assaye.  His 
official  return  of  ordnance  taken  on  the  field,  amounts  to 
nine^-eight  pieces  of  artillery.  I  have  sent  you  the  only 
official  letter  yet  received  from  him. 

You  have  now  actually  accomplished  every  point  of  my  in- 
structions in  the  few  weeks  which  have  intervened  between  the 
^tb  of  August,  and  the  17th  of  October.  If  the  successes 
of  your  operations  stood  alone,  they  would  astonish  all  Asia ; 
but  combined  with  the  blows  struck  in  every  other  quarter, 
it  is  impossible  to  convey  to  you  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
splendour  of  your  fame  in  this  part  of  the  world.  With  all 
the  sanguine  temper  of  my  mind,  I  declare  that  I  could  not 
have  hoped  for  a  completion  of  my  plans  at  once  so  rapid  and 
so  secure.  I  must  now  send  you  fresh  instructions,  as  you 
have  reachedthe  limits  of  all  my  first  ideas. 

You  will  excuse  the  delay  of  my  official  despatches,  when 
you  refiect  that  I  am  compelled  every  hour  to  look  all  around 
India,  and  at  this  moment  am  endeavouring  to  despatch  to 
England  an  adequate  representation  of  your  merits  and 
services. 

I  am  particularly  anxious  to  send  you  an  order  for  the 
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distribution  of  prize,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  fiimisb  it  tonnorrow, 
in  the  meanwhile,  you  may  assure  the  army  that  I  will  grant 
all  within  my  power,  and  even  stretch  that  power  to  the 
utmost  for  their  interest. 

I  shall  issue  a  general  order  comprehending  your  operations 
from  the  battle  of  Delhi,  to  the  fall  of  Agra,  on  Monday. 
Ever,  my  dear  General, 

Yours  affectionately. 

With  sincere  respect  and  confidence, 
Wellesley. 


General  Ordert,  by  the  Governor-General  in  Council. 

Fort  William,  October  30.  1803. 
The  Governor-General  in  council  has  this  day  received 
from  Major-General  the  Honourable  Arthur  Wellesley,  the 
official  report  of  the  signal  and  splendid  victory  obtuned  by 
the  troops  under  the  personal  command  of  that  distinguished 
officer,  on  the  23d  of  September,  at  Assye  in  the  Deccan,  over 
the  combined  armies  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiafa  and  the  Rajah 
of  Berar. 

At  the  close  of  a  campaign  of  the  most  brilliant  success 
and  glory  in  every  quarter  of  India,  this  transcendent  victory 
demands  a  testimony  of  public  honour,  equal  to  any  which  the 
justice  of  the  British  Government  in  India,  has  ever  conferred 
on  the  conduct  of  our  officers  and  troops  in  the  moat  distin- 
guished period  of  our  military  history. 

The  Governor-General  in  councU  highly  approves  the 
skilful  plan  formed  by  Major-General  Wellesley  on  the  31st 
f>f  September,  for  precluding  the  escape  of  the  enemy,  and 
for  reducing  their  combined  army  to  the  necessity  of  hazard- 
ing a  general  action. 

His  Excellency  in  council  also  signifies  his  most  cordial 
approbation  of  the  magnanimity,  promptitude,  and  judgment 
with  which  Major-General  Wellesley  determined  upon  the 
instantaneous  attack  of  the  enemy  on  the  SSd  of  September. 

Duiing  the  severe  action  which  ensued,  the  conduct  of 
M^'or-General  Wellesley  united  a  degree  of  abihty,  of  pru- 
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dence,  and  of  dauntless  spirit,  seldom  equalled,  and  never 
surpassed. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  signifies  bis  wannest 
applause  of  the  e^templary  order  end  steadiness  with  which 
the  troops  advanced  under  a  most  destructive  fire,  against  a 
body  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  coifeiderably  superior  in  number, 
and  determined  to  oppose  a  vigorous  resistance  to  our  attack. 
The  numerous  infantry  of  the  enemy  were  driven  from  their 
powerful  artillery  at  tlie  point  of  the  bayonet,  with  an  alacrity 
and  resolution  truly  worthy  of  British  soldiers,  and  the  firm- 
ness and  discipline  manifested  by  our  brave  infantry,  in 
repelling  the  great  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  merit  the 
highest  commendation. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  has  remarked  with  great 
satisfaction,  the  gallant  and  skilful  conduct  of  tlie  cavalry, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell,  and  particularly 
of  his  Majesty's  19th  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  a  corps 
distinguished  in  India  by  a  long  and  uninterrupted  course  of 
arduous  service,  and  of  progressive  honour. 

Hie  Excellency  in  council  directs  Major-General  Wellesley, 
to  sigiufy  to  all  the  officers  and  troops  employed  on  this  glo- 
rious occasion,  and  especially  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harness 
and  to  Lieu  ten  ant- Colonel  Wallace,  who  commanded  brigades, 
and  to  the  officers  of  the  staff,  the  high  sense  entertained  by 
the  Governor-General  in  council  of  their  eminent  and  honoursr 
ble  services. 

The  important  benefits  resulting  firom  the  triumph  of  our 
arms  in  the  battle  of  Assye,  are  not  inferior  to  the  splendoo* 
of  the  action.  The  immediate  consequences  derived  from  the 
exertions  of  that  day  have  been  the  complete  defeat  of  the 
combined  army  of  the  confederate  chieftains ;  an  irreparable 
blow  to  the  strength  and  efficiency  of  their  military  resources, 
especially  of  their  artillery,  in  the  Deccan ;  the  expulsion  of 
an  hostile  and  predatory  army  from  the  territory  of  our  ally 
tl>e  Soubahdar  of  the  Deccan ;  and  a  seasonable  and  effectual 
check  to  the  ambition,  pride,  and  rapacity  of  the  enemy. 

The  prosperous  result  of  these  advantages  must  be  accele- 
rated by  the  auspicious  progress  of  our  arms  in  other  pm- 
vinces  of  India,  and  it  may  reascoiably  be  expected  that,  the 
decisive  victories  gained  at  Delhi  and  Assye,  on  the  llth  and 
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XSd  of  September,  will  speedily  compel  the  enemy  to  restore 
peace  to  Hindostan,  and  to  the  Deccan. 

The  achievements  of  our  commanders,  officers,  and  troops 
duiiag  this  campaign,  and  especially  in  the  signal  victories 
of  Delhi  and  of  Assye,  must  inspire  a  general  sentiment 
of  just  confidence  in  the  vigour  of  our  military  resources, 
and  in  the  stability  of  our  dominion  and  power.  Our  uniform 
success  in  frustrating  every  advantage  of  superior  numbers, 
of  powerful  artillery,  and  even  of  obstinate  resistance  opposed 
by  the  enemy,  constitutes  a  satisfactory  proof  of  the  esta- 
blished superiority  of  British  discipline,  experience,  and 
valour;  and  demonstrates,  that  the  glorious  progress  of  our 
arms  is  not  the  accidental  result  of  a  temporary  ot  transient 
advantage,  but  the  natural  and  certain  effect  of  a  permanent 
cause. 

From  these  reflections  consolation  is  to  be  derived  for  the 
loss  of  those  lamented  and  honoured  officers  and  soldiers 
who,  animated  by  the  gallant  spirit  of  their  General,  and 
emulating  the  noble  example  of  his  zeal  and  courage,  sacri- 
ficed their  lives  to  the  honour  and  interests  of  their  country. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  greatly  regrets  the  loss 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell  of  his  Majesty's  19th  dragoons, 
who  fell  at  the  head  of  the  British  cavalry,  bravely  charging 
a  large  body  of  the  enemy's  infantry.  With  the  utmost 
concern  his  Excellency  in  council  records  the  names  of  the 
valuable  and  excellent  officers,  who  have  fallen  with  glory 
at  the  battle  of  Aasye,  in  atchieving  the  complete  defeat  of 
the  enemy,  and  in  establishing  the  triumph  of  the  British 
arms  in  the  Deccan.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell,  Captains 
R.  Boyle,  H.  Mackey,  D.  Aytone,  A.  Dyce,  R.  Macleod,  and 
T.  Maxwell,  Captain-Lieutenants  Steele  and  Fowler,  Lieute- 
nants Bonomi,  Griffith,  J.  Campbell,  J,  M.  Campbell,  J. 
Grant,  R.  Neilsun,  L.  Campbell,  M.  Morris  and  J.  Douglas ; 
Lieutenants  Brown,  Mavor,  Perrie,  uid  Volunteer  Tew. 

In  testimony  of  the  high  honour  acquired  by  the  army 
under  the  personal  command  of  Major-General  Wellesley, 
at  the  battle  of  Assye,  the  Governor-General  in  council  b 
pleas^  to  order,  that  honorary  colours,  with  a  device  pro- 
perly suited  to  commemorate  that  signid  and  splendid  victory, 
be  present^  to  the  corps  of  cavalry  and  in&ntry  employed 
on  that  glorious  occasion.    The  names  of  the  brave  officers 
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and  men  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Assje  will  be  comineinorated, 
together  with  the  circumatanceB  of  the  action,  upon  the  public 
monument  to  be  erected  at  Fort  William,  to  the  mem(^  of 
those  who  have  fallen  in  the  public  service  duiing  the  present 
campaign. 

The  honorary  colours  granted  by  these  orders  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's 19th  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  to  the  74th  and  78th 
regiments  of  foot,  are  to  be  used  by  those  corps  while  they 
shall  continue  in  India,  or  until  his  Majesty's  most  gracious 
pleasure  be  signified  through  his  EzceUency  the  Commander- 
in-Chief. 

His  Excellency  the  most  noble  the  Governor-General, 
Captain-General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  the  land 
forces  serving  in  the  East  Indies,  is  pleased  to  direct,  that 
these  orders  be  publicly  read  to  the  troops,  under  arms,  at 
every  station  of  the  land  forces  in  the  East  Indies,  and  that 
the  European  officers  of  the  native  corps  do  cause  the  same 
to  he  duly  explained  to  the  native  oiGcers  and  troops. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency  the  most  noble 
the  Governor-General  in  council, 
L.  Hook, 
Sec.  to  Gov'.  Mil.  Dep'. 
Bj  his  Excellency  the  Captain-Geoeral  and 
Commuider-m- Chief  of  the  Uad  forces. 
J.  Armstroko, 
Actin);  Militar;  Secretary. 


No.  CXXVI. 


TV  Governor-General  in  Couneii  to  the  HoBimrsAle  the  Secret  Committee 
of  the  ffontmrable  the  Court  of  Directort. 

HoNotTBABLE  SiHS,  October  31, 10b3. 

The  unavtndable  delay  in  the  despatch  of  the  Packet  over^ 
land,  enables  the  Governor-Cfeneral  in  council  to  communicate 
to  your  honourable  Committee,  by  the  present  opportunity, 
the  accounts  which  we  have  received  of  the  progress  of  our 
arms,  since  our  last  address  to  your  honourable  Committee. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  the  army,  under  the  personal 
direction  of  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief,  com- 
menced  crossing  the  river  Jumna.  In  consequence  of  the 
total  defeat  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  M.  Louis 
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Bottrquain  on  the  1 1th  of  September,  the  vhole  of  the  French 
and  Mahratta  force  dispersed,  leaving  to  the  British  troops 
the  undisputed  passage  of  the  Jniiina. 

Conformably  to  the  permission  granted  to  General  Perron, 
that  officer  attended  by  his  secretary,  Mr.  Beckett,  and  by 
Mr.  Fleury,  passed  into  the  Company's  territories,  and  has 
since  arrived  at  Lucknow,  whence  he  will  shortly  proceed  to 
the  Presidency.  General  Perron  was  attended  by  his  body- 
guard consisting  of  near  400  horse.  On  the  14th  M.  Louis 
Bourquain,  and  four  of  his  officers,  surrendered  themselves 
prisoners  of  war  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  Delhi. 

On  the  16th,  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Cfaief  at- 
tended by  the  principal  officers  of  the  British  army  waited  on 
the  unfortunate  Emperor  Shah  Allum,  at  the  royal  palace,  in 
the  Fort  of  Delhi. 

On  that  occasion  his  Majesty's  eldest  son,  Mirza  Akber 
Shah,  proceeded  to  the  British  camp,  and  conducted  his 
Excellency  the  Commander-iD-Chief  to  the  presence  of  his 
Majesty,  who  received  his  Excellency  seated  on  his  throne. 

His  Majesty  and  the  whole  of  his  court  testified  the  utmost 
joy  at  the  events  which  have  placed  his  Majesty  and  the  royal 
family,  under  the  protection  of  the  British  Government. 

The  attention  of  the  Governor-General  is  now  directed  to 
the  formation  of  a  permanent  arrangement  for  the  future 
maintenance  of  the  dignity  and  comfort  of  his  Majesty  and 
the  royal  family,  on  principles  calculated  to  provide  for  the 
exigency  with  the  least  practicable  inconvenience  to  the 
honourable  Company,  and  with  the  greatest  advantage  to  the 
reputation  of  British  justice,  and  hberality,  and  to  secure  the 
important  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  connection  which 
win  now  be  renewed  between  his  Majesty,  and  the  British 
power  in  India. 

The  Governor-General  having  received  from  his  Excellency 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  returns  of  the  ordnance  captured  in 
the  Fort  of  Alygur  on  the  4th  of  September,  and  of  the 
artillery  taken  on  the  field  of  battle  near  Delhi,  on  the  11th 
of  September,  which  completed  the  official  statement  of  the 
military  operations  conducted  under  the  personal  command 
of  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief,  from  the  29th  of 
August,  to  the  18th  of  September,  the  Governor-General  in 
council  issued  general  orders,  under  date  the  1st  of  October, 


Digitized  by  Google 


426       THE  GOVERNOR-OESERAL  IN  COOKCIL  TO       Oct. 

ezpresGing  the  sentiments  of  applause  and  admiration  witli 
which  the  British  Government  has  contemplated  the  rapid 
and  brilliant  success  o(  the  British  arms,  under  the  distin- 
guished conduct  of  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
and  the  extraordinary  valour  and  exerdons  of  the  officers  and 
troops  by  which  that  success  was  atchieved, 

On  the  24th  of  September,  his  Excellency  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  marched  from  Delhi  with  the  army  under  his  com- 
mand in  the  direction  of  Muttra  and  Agra,  leaving  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ochterlony  to  attend  the  person  of  the  Emperor  Shah 
Allum ;  and  for  the  protection  of  Delhi  one  complete  battalion 
and  five  companies  of  infantry,  together  with  a  corps  of  Mah- 
rattas,  then  raising  under  the  superintendance  of  two  officers, 
British  subjects,  who  quitted  the  service  of  Scindiah  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  M.  Dodemique,  a  French 
officer  in  the  service  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  commanding; 
a  brigade  of  Scindiah's  troops,  surrendered  himself  to  Colonel 
Vandeleur,  who  had  arrived  at  Muttra  with  a  detachment  of 
Briti.sh  troops  Irom  Futtygur.  M.  Dodemique  was  accompa- 
nied by  a  British  subject,  and  by  a  French  officer  in  Sdndiah'a 
service.  His  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  received 
notice  on  the  IstofOctober,of  the  intention  of  Mr.  Brownrig, 
and  of  three  more  officers,  British  subjects  belonging  to  the 
corps  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Brownrig,  to  surrender 
themselves  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  has  the  satisfaction  to 
inform  your  honourable  Committee,  that  no  French  officers  of 
any  consideration  now  remain  in  the  service  of  the  confede- 
rated Mahratta  chieftains. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  the  army  under  the  command  of  his 
Excellency  General  Lake  arrived  at  Muttra.  The  Governor- 
General  m  council  deems  it  to  be  a  testimony  due  to  the 
exemplary  discipline  and  good  conduct  of  the  British  troops, 
to  insert  in  this  place  an  extract  flrom  bis  Excellency  the 
Commander-in-Chiers  letter  to  the  Govemor-GeDeral,  of  the 
Sd  of  October,  describing  the  impression  produced  on  the 
minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  between  Delhi  and 
Muttra,  by  the  order  and  regularity  of  the  troops  during  thw 
march  through  that  territory. 

"  It  is  with  a  mixed  sentiment  of  pride  and  pleamre  that 
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/  it^orm  i/ow  Lordthip,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  t&is  place, 
vhofoT  a  time  fled,  returned  to  their  hahitations  last  night, 
on  perceiving  that  no  ravages  had  been  committed  by  the 
troops,  tc&ici  J  attribute  to  the  particular  attention  payed  by 
Colonel  Vandeleur  to  ihit  eircumstanee, " 

"  /  am  informed  from  all  quarters  that  the  inhabitants 
behold  with  asloniahmeni,  this  proof  of  the  discipHae  and 
good  conduct  of  the  army,  all  declare  that  hitherto  it  has  been 
unknown  in  Hindostan  that  a  victorious  army  should  pass 
through  a  country  without  destroying  by  fire,  and  committing 
every  excess  the  most  injurious  to  the  inhabitants ;  but  on  the 
contrary  from  the  regularity  observed  by  us,  our  approach 
is  a  blessing,  instead  of  bringing  with  it  as  they  at  first  feared 
all  the  horrors  of  war  attended  by  rapine  and  murder;  that 
their  cattle  remain  in  their  fields  without  being  molested,  aitd 
the  inhabitants  in  their  houses  receive  every  protection." 

"  I  cannot  find  words  to  express  to  your  Lordship  the 
pleasure  I  hate  received  from  this  account.  The  favourable 
opinion  the  inhabitants  have  formed  of  us  from  these  cir- 
cumstances cannot  fail  of  producing  the  most  beneficial 
consequences." 

On  the  9ih  of  October  his  Excellency  the  Commander-iiK 
Cbief  concluded  a  treaty  of  general  defence  and  guarantee 
with  the  Rajah  of  Bhurtpoor,  one  of  the  principal  chieftains  of 
the  trihe  of  Jauta  whose  country  is  situated  in  the  vicinity  of 
Muttra  and  Agra. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  having  entirely  approved 
the  terms  of  that  treaty,  has  ratified  it ;  a  copy  is  enclosed  for 
your  honourable  Committee's  information.* 

In  consequence  of  the  conclusion  of  this  engagement  the 
Rajah  of  Bhurtpoor  has  despatched  to  the  British  camp,  a 
detachment  of  1,200  cavalry  to  co-operate  with  the  British 
army. 

The  character  and  influence  of  that  chieftain  in  the  north- 
western quarter  of  Hindostan,  renders  his  alliance  an  object 
of  considerable  inportance  to  the  interests  of  the  British 
Government. 

The  Govamor-General  in  council  entertains  a  confident 
expectation,  that  the  Rajpoot  and  other  chieftains  in  that 

*  Sm  Appendix. 
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quarter  will  shortly  be  induced  to  connect  their  interests  wUh 
those  of  the  British  OoTemment,  and  if  necessary  to  co- 
operate with  the  British  troops  against  the  enemy. 

On  the  4th  of  October  the  army  under  the  command  of  his 
Excellency  General  Lake,  arrived  before  Agra;  a  Eununons 
was  immediately  sent  demanding  the  surrender  of  the  fort  to 
which  no  answer  was  returned.  The  Mahratta  officers  in  the 
fort  had  confined  all  the  Europeans  stationed  there,  and  the 
greatest  confusion  was  said  to  prevail  within  the  fort.  A  body 
of  the  enemy's  troops  consistiiig  of  seven  battalions  being 
encamped  under  the  walls  of  the  fort,  it  became  necessary  to 
dislodge  that  force  before  the  operation  of  the  siege  could  be 
commenced.  The  Commander-in-Chief  accordingly  appointed 
a  detachment  of  British  troops  under  the  command  of  Briga- 
dier General  Clarke  for  that  duty,  and  on  the  10th  of  Octo- 
ber, the  British  detachment  attacked  and  completely  defeated 
Uie  force  of  the  enemy. 

By  this  success,  the  British  troops  obtuned  possession  of 
the  town  of  Agra,  and  were  enabled  to  commence  operations 
for  the  siege  of  the  fort, 

On  the  I2th  of  October  the  battalions  of  the  enemy  which 
were  opposed  to  the  British  troops  on  the  lOtb  of  that 
month  surrendered  to  the  Commander-in-Chief;  their  number 
amounted  to  about  3,500. 

On  the  following  day,  the  Governor  of  the  Fort  of  Agra 
soUcited  a  cessation  of  hostilities  for  the  purpose  of  negotia- 
ting the  terms  of  capitulation,  and  despatched  an  European 
officer  to  the  British  camp,  with  a  letter  signed  by  the  prin- 
cipal officers  in  the  fort,  stating  the  conditions  on  which  they 
were  disposed  to  surrender  it ;  his  Excellency  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief immediately  despatched  a  British  officer  into  the 
fort  for  the  purpose  of  finally  adjusting  the  terms  of  the 
capitulation,  but  while  that  officer  was  actually  engaged  in 
the  negotation  the  firing  from  the  fort  recommenced,  and  the 
British  officer  returned  to  camp. 

On  the  I7tb  the  breaching  batteries  opened  agunst  the 
fort  with  great  effect,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the 
gurrison  capitulated  and  surrendered  the  celebrated  Fort  of 
Agra  to  the  British  troops. 

The  acquisition  of  the  important  fortress  of  Agra,  added  to 
our  possession  of  Delhi  and  Muttra,  has  completed  the  re- 
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duction  of  the  territory  of  Scindiah  situated  on  both  banks  of 
the  Jumna. 

The  enemy  being  entirely  repulsed  on  the  north-western 
frontier  of  Oude,  no  event  has  occurred  to  disturb  the  tran- 
quillity of  our  possessions  since  the  incursion  of  the  detach- 
ment under  the  cotmnand  of  Mr.  Fleury,  of  which  the  details 
were  communicated  in  our  despatch  to  your  honourable 
Committee  of  the  S5th  of  September.*  Some  internal  distur- 
bance has  arisen  in  consequence  of  outrages  committed  by  the 
Zemeendar  of  Tutteea,  who  has  for  some  time  been  in  a  state 
of  rebellion  against  the  British  Government;  these  distur- 
bances however  were  entirely  quelled,  and  several  of  the 
rebels  were  in  custody  for  trial  by  the  civil  power  on  the  Slst 
of  October. 

Ghulaum  Mahomed  Khan  the  Rohilla  chief,  who,  at  the 
invitation  of  Scindiah  and  of  M.  Perron,  had  advanced  with 
a  body  of  troops  to  Cooojpoorah,  a  town  situated  on  the 
river  Jumna  to  the  northward  of  Delhi,  with  the  intention  of 
crossing  that  river  and  of  proceeding  towards  Rampore,  on 
receiving  intelligence  of  the  battle  of  Delhi,  and  the  total 
defeat  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  M.  Louis  Bour- 
quun  immediately  retreated  with  the  utmost  expedition,  and 
was  deserted  by  a  considerable  part  of  the  troops  which  he 
had  collected. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  deems  it  proper  in  this 
place  to  insert  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  A.  Seton, 
the  political  agent  of  the  Governor-General  in  the  ceded 
provinces,  dated  the  18th  of  September,  describing  the  im- 
pression produced  on  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  our 
north-western  provinces  by  the  brilliant  victory  obtained  by 
the  army  under  the  command  of  his  Excellency  Genend 
Lake,  over  the  troops  conducted  by  M.  Louis  Boarquain  on 
the  11th  of  of  September  in  the  vicinity  of  Delhi. 

"  It  i$  impossible  to  exprest  the  astonishment  which  has 
been  reused  amongst  all  ranks  of  natives  by  the  ■  brilliant 
success  of  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  on  the 
IIM  instant;  at  first  the  intelligence  teas  not  believed,  and 
when  confirmed  was  only  believed  to  be  admired.  The  bene- 
ficial effects  of  so  glorious  and  so  complete  a  victory  gained 

•  See  p.  370. 
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under  circumttancet  oftitch  ^fficuUy,  mutt  be  almotl  beyond 
calculation.  The  language  of  the  natives  u  that  their 
admiration  i»  divided  between  two  objects,  and  that  they 
know  not  which  to  extoU  moat, — British  valour,  or  Britith 
humanity" 

The  Governor-Geopral  in  council  now  proceeds  to  eonunu- 
nicate  to  your  honourable  Committee,  the  progress  of  opera- 
tiona  in  the  province  of  Cuttack,  which  we  have  the  §ati8fac- 
tion  to  inform  your  honourable  Committee  have  terminated 
by  the  capture  of  the  town  and  fort  of  Cuttack,  and  the  con- 
sequent subjection  of  the  whole  of  that  valuable  province 
to  the  British  authority. 

Our  despatch  of  the  25th  of  September,  contains  the  com- 
munication of  the  progress  of  the  British  army  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harcourt  from  Ganjam  to 
Juggernaut,  and  of  the  occupation  of  that  place  by  the 
British  troops. 

The  inundated  state  of  the  country  prevented  the  march 
of  the  army  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Har- 
court from  Juggernaut,  until  the  24th  of  September.  During 
the  6rst  day's  march,  the  advanced  corps  of  the  army  were 
several  times  engaged  with  parties  of  the  enemy's  troops  who 
were  repulsed  with  loss. 

An  action  subsequently  took  place  between  an  advanced 
detachment  of  the  British  troops  and  a  party  of  the  enemy 
near  Muckundpore,  in  which  the  letter  was  defeated  with  con- 
uderable  loss. 

No  further  resistance  was  opposed  to  the  progress  of  the 
British  army  until  its  arrival  at  Cuttack  on  the  lOtb  of  Octo- 
ber,  but  the  inundated  state  of  the  country  and  the  rite  of 
the  rivers  greatly  retarded  the  march  of  the  troops. 

The  town  of  Cuttack  was  immediately  occupied  by  the 
British  troops  without  opposition. 

Our  despatch  of  the  25th  of  September,  also  contains  the 
information  of  the  occupation  of  Balasore  by  a  detachment  of 
troops  which  proceeded  &om  Fort  William  by  sea,  under  the 
command  of  Captun  Morgan. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  Captain  Morgan  detached  two 
companies  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Slye,  towards 
Soorong  twenty  miles  south  of  Balasore,  for  the  purpose 
of  dislod^ng  a  party  of  the  enemy  stationed  near  that 
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place,  and  of  opening  the  comtnunication  in  the  direction  of 
Cuttack. 

On  the  Ist  of  October  the  detachment  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Slye,  attacked  and  defeated  the  enemy  which 
was  posted  at  a  village  a  short  distance  north  of  Soorong,  and 
the  troops  of  the  enemy  stationed  at  Soorong,  subsequently 
retreated  to  the  southward.  The  detachment  under  Lieute- 
nant Slye  having  been  reinforced  by  another  company  &om 
Balasore,  occupied  Soorong  on  the  3d  of  October  without 
further  opposition. 

In  our  despatch  of  the  @5th  of  September,  the  Governor- 
General  in  council  has  communicated  to  your  honourable 
Committee,  the  formation  and -destination  of  a  detachment 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fergusson,  at 
Balasore. 

On  the  4th  of  October  the  whole  of  the  detachment  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Fergusson,  arrived  at  Bala- 
sore without  any  opposition. 

On  the  10th  of  October  the'  detachment  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut.-Colonel  Fergusson  marched  from  Balasore  in 
consequence  of  orders  from  the  Governor-General,  directing 
that  officer  to  proceed  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  junction 
with  the  army  under  the  command  of  Lieut.-CoIonel  Harcourt 
at  Cuttack ;  and  on  the  15th  of  October  that  detachment 
arrived  near  Budnick,  a  village  situated  near  half  way  be- 
tween Balasore  and  Cuttack. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Cuttack  afforded  every 
assistance  to  the  British  troops  on  their  march,  and  expressed 
the  utmost  satisfaction  at  the  prospect  of  being  speedily  re- 
lieved from  the  oppressions  to  which  they  had  uniformly  been 
subjected  by  the  Mabratta  Government,  and  of  being  placed 
under  the  protection  of  the  British  power. 

On  the  19tb  of  October  the  Governor-General  received 
the  satisfactory  intelligence  of  the  capture  of  the  strong  fort 
of  Barrabutty,  or  Cuttack,  on  the  14>th,  by  assault. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  contemplates  with  senti- 
ments of  the  highest  approbation  the  distinguished  zeal  and 
ability  of  the  British  officers,  and  indefatigable  perseverance 
and  alacrity  of  the  British  troops  in  surmounting  the  extra- 
ordinary difficulties  which  the  nature  of  the  country  of  Cuti 
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tack,  and  the  inclemeDcy  of  the  seaeon  opposed  to  the  pro- 
gress and  operations  of  an  inTading  army. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  desires  to  offer  to  your 
honourable  Conunittee  his  congratulations  on  the  success  of 
the  British  anns  in  the  province  of  Cuttack,  by  which  the 
whole  of  that  valuable  and  highly  productive  province  has 
been  annexed  to  the  honourable  Company's  dominions,  the 
frontier  of  Bengal  materially  strengthened,  and  the  continuity 
of  your  possessions  between  the  presidencies  of  Bengal  and 
Fort  St.  George,  ultimately  secured. 

On  the  3rd  of  October  the  Governor-General  in  couucU 
had  the  satisfaction  to  receive  despatches  from  Bombay, 
notifying  the  assault  and  capture  of  the  important  seaport  of 
Baroacb,  on  the  ^th  of  August,  by  a  detachment  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Woodington. 

By  the  capture  of  this  important  sea  port,  its  dependant 
territory  estimated  to  yield  an  annual  revenue  of  more  than 
eleven  lacks  of  rupees,  has  been  subjected  to  the  authority  of 
the  British  Government 

.  The  Governor-General  has  had  the  satisfaction  to  receive 
advices  from  the  honourable  Major-General  Wellesley,  con- 
taining the  important  intelligence  that  on  the  ^rd  of  Sept. 
an  action  took  place  near  the  Adjuntee  Pass,  in  the  Deccan, 
between  the  forces  under  the  command  of  the  honourable 
Major-General  Wellesley,  and  the  main  body  of  the  combined 
army  of  the  confederated  chieftains.  After  a  most  severe  en- 
gagement the  enemy  was  completely  defeated,  and  ninety- 
eight  jaeeea  of  camion  were  taken  on  the  field  of  battle  by 
the  British  troops  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  our  loss  in  this 
signal  and  splendid  victory  has  been  great. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  solicits  the  particular 
notice  of  your  honourable  Committee,  and  of  the  honourable 
Court  of  Directors,  to  the  distinguished  merits  of  the  honour- 
able Major-General  Wellesley,  and  of  the  officers  and  troopa 
under  his  command  in  that  extraordinary  exertion  of  British 
discipline,  valour,  and  skill. 

The  satisfaction  with  which  the  Governor-General  in 
council  contemplates  the  late  rapid  and  glorious  success  of 
the  British  arms  in  every  direction  in  which  they  have  been 
opposed  to  the  enemy's  forces,  is  augmented  by  the  reflection, 
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that  under  the  pressure  of  accumulated  defeat,  with  aggra- 
vated loss  of  resources,  power,  reputation,  military  strength, 
and  dominion  in  every  quarter  of  India,  the  confederate  chief- 
tains must  speedily  be  compelled  to  accede  to  such  reasonable 
terms  of  pacification  as  shall  sufficiently  provide/or  the  safety 
of  our  allies,  for  the  future  security  of  the  honourable  Com- 
pany's possessions,  and  for  the  permanent  establishment  of 
tranquillity  in  Hindostan  and  the  Deccan. 

The  GtOTemor-General  in  council  cannot  close  this  despatch 
without  expressing  to  your  honourable  Committee  in  the 
strongest  terms  the  sentiments  of  high  respect,  admiration, 
and  gratitude,  with  which  he  contemplates  the  energy  and 
perseverance,  the  military  skill,  judgment,  and  invincible  intre- 
pidity  manifested  by  his  Excellency  General  Lake,  com- 
mander-in-chief, under  extraordinary  difiSculties,  in  preparing 
the  army  of  Bengal  for  the  field,  in  conducting  it  by  a  rapid 
succession  of  glorious  victories  to  the  complete  defeat  of  a 
powerfiil  enemy,  and  in  maintuning  the  honour  of  the  British 
name  in  India  by  a  humane  attention  towards  the  inhabitants 
of  the  conquered  provinces,  and  by  a  due  respect  and  reve- 
rence towards  the  unfortunate  representative  of  the  house  of 
Timnr,  and  towards  his  Majesty's  royal  family. 

The  glory  of  this  uninterrupted  success  is  not  surpassed  by 
any  recorded  triumph  of  the  British  arms  in  India,  and  has 
been  attended  by  every  circumstance  calculated  to  elevate  the 
fame  of  British  valour,  to  Qlustrate  the  character  of  British 
humanity,  and  to  secure  the  stability  of  the  British  empire  in 
the  east  The  Oovemor-General  in  council  therefore  earnestly 
recommends  the  conduct  of  General  Lake  to  the  most  dis- 
tinguished approbation  and  applause  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, and  to  the  gracious  flavour  of  his  Majesty ;  nor  has  any 
officer  in  the  most  brilliant  periods  of  our  history  in  India  dis- 
played the  high  qualifications  requisite  for  the  arduous  station 
of  commander-in-chief,  with  more  honour  to  the  military  repu- 
tation, or  with  more  advantage  to  the  poUtical  interests  of  the 
British  nation  in  the  east. 

The  public  duty  of  the  Governor-General  in  councU  also 
demands  a  testimony  of  justice  to  the  conduct  of  the  hcmour- 
able  Major-General  Wellesley.  The  attention  of  your  honour- 
able Committee  has  already  been  sohdted  to  the  merits  of 
Major-General  Wellesley  in  conducting  the  British  troops 
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from  the  frootier  of  Mjsore  to  Pooudi,  in  establkhing  iaa 
Highneu  the  Peishwa  upon  the  nmanud,  and  in  the  redu^Mi 
of  the  impcHiant  fortress  of  Ahmediuiggur.  The  conduct  of 
M«jor-G«Deral  WeUeeley  in  the  exercise  of  the  extensiTe 
political  and  niiBtary  powers,  Tested  in  him  by  the  Governor- 
General  in  council,  also  deserres  the  highest  approbation  of 
your  faonouraUe  Cononitbee,  and  of  the  honourable  the  Court 
of  Directors. 

At  the  close  of  a  campaign  of  the  most  brilliant  success, 
and  glory,  in  every  quarter  of  India,  the  transcendant  rictory 
obtained  at  Assye  in  the  Deocan,  on  the  2Sd  of  Septendier, 
'  appeared  to  the  (JU)Temor-Genera]  in  coundl  to  demand  a 
testimony  of  pnhUc  lumour,  equal  to  any  which  the  justice  of 
the  British  Government  in  India  has  ever  conferred  on  the 
conduct  of  our  officers  and  troops  in  t^  most  distinguished 
period  of  OUT  military  history. 

The  Governor-General  in  ooundl  highly  approved  the 
skilful  plan  formed  by  Majot-General  Wellesley  on  the  Slst 
of  September,  for  precluding  the  escape  of  the  enemy,  and 
for  reducing  Aeir  combined  army  to  the  necessity  of  hazard- 
ing a  genera]  action. 

His  Excellency  in  council  also  mgnified  his  most  cordial 
approbation  of  the  magnanimity,  promptitude,  and  judgment 
with  which  Major-Goieral  Wellesley  determined  upon  the 
instantaneous  attack  of  the  enemy  on  the  23d  of  September. 

I>iring  the  severe  action  which  ensued,  the  conduct  of 
Major-General  Wellesley  unitedadegreeofability,of  prudence, 
and  of  dauntless  spirit,  seldom  equalled  and  never  surpassed. 

The  in)p(M*tMtt  benefits  resulting  from  the  triumph  of  our 
anus  in  the  battle  of  Assye,  are  not  inCeriw  to  Ihe  splendour 
of  the  action.  The  immediate  consequences  derived  irom  the 
ezertioDS  of  that  day  have  been  the  complete  defeat  of  die 
combined  army  of  the  confedwate  chieftains  ;  an  irreparable 
blow  to  the  strength  and  efficiency  of  their  military  resources, 
eipecidly  of  their  artillery,  in  the  Deecan  {  the  expulsion  of 
a  predatory  and  hostile  army  from  the  temtory  of  our  iJly 
the  Sonbahdar  t^  the  Deoean ;  and  a  seasoBable  and  effectual 
chedc  to  tlie  ambition,  pride  and  rapacity  of  the  enemy. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Governor-General  in  coun- 
cil is  induced  to  recommend  the  conduct  of  the  honourable 
Miyw-General  Wellesley  to  the  particular  approbation  of  the 
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honourable  Court  of  Directors,  and  to  the  gracious  notice' of 
his  Majesty. 

In  the  course  of  an  exteDSive  and  complicated  system  of 
otilitary  operations,  the  glorious  success  of  our  arms  sinoe  the 
oonunencement  of  this  war  has  been  uniform  in  every  part  of 
India.  The  able  and  gallant  officers  and  troops  of  hi« 
Majesty's  service,  and  of  the  several  establishments  of  the 
three  Presidencies  have  been  actuated  by  equal  sentiments  of 
pubUc  spirit  and  honour,  and  have  co-operated  with  equal 
ardour  and  success,  in  an  united  effort  to  accomplish  the  just 
objects  of  the  allies.  The  Govemor>General  in  council 
confides  in  the  justice  of  our  cause,  in  the  uoanimoue  zeal 
of  the  three  Presidencies,  and  in  the  continued  co-operauon 
of  ther  respective  resources  and  power,  that  the  views  of  the 
confederate  chieftains  will  be  speedily  frustrated  by  the 
complete  restoration  of  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  provin- 
ces of  Hindostan  and  the  Deccan,  which  have  been  disturbed 
by  the  ambition  and  violence  of  the  enemy. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Wellbslet. 
G.  H.  Barlow. 
G.  Udny. 

P.  S.  The  Govemor'-General  has  received  on  this  day,  a 
despatch  from  the  honourable  Mi^or-General  Wellesley, 
under  date  the  6th  of  October,  containing  intelligence  that 
on  the  dth  of  October  Major-Generol  Wellesley  had  received 
a  letter  from  the  enemy's  camp  signed  by  Ballajee  Koonjur, 
requesting  that  Major-General  Wellesley  would  despatch  a 
British  officer,  together  with  an  officer  of  the  Soubafadar  of  the 
Deccan  to  the  enemy's  camp,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating 
terms  of  peace  between  the  allies  and  the  confederated  Mah- 
ratta  chieftains. 

Ballajee  Koonjur  was  originally  despatched  by  his  High- 
ness the  Peishwa  from  Bassein,  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  for 
the  purpose  of  explaining  to  that  chieftain  the  nature  of  the 
engagements  concluded  between  the  Peishwa  and  the  British 
Govenmient;  but  with  the  accustomed  versatilityand  treachery 
of  a  Mahratta  politician  Ballajee  Koonjur  has  subsequently 
attached  himself  to  the  service  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 

Major-General  Wellesley  judged  it  to  be  expedient  to 
decline  a  compliance  with  this  request  for  the  despatch  of  a 
British  officer,  and  of  an  officer  of  the  Soubahdar  of  the 
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Deccan  to  the  camp  of  the  confederates ;  first,  because  io  the 
application  of  Ballajee  Koonjur  no  reference  is  made  to  the 
authority,  either  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  or  the  R^ah  of 
Berar,  and  consequently  it  is  not  certain  that  the  application 
proceeds  from  either  of  those  chieftains,  either  or  both  of 
whom  might  hereafter  disavow  the  act  of  Balliyee  Koonjur; 
and  secondly,  because  the  presence  of  a  British  officer  in  the 
enemy's  camp  at  that  moment,  would  have  tended  to  raise  the 
spirits  of  the  enemy's  troops,  and  to  prevent  their  dispersion, 
and  would  have  been  represented  by  the  enemy  as  an  attempt 
on  our  part  to  sue  for  peace. 

The  Governor-General  ui  council  entirely  approves  the 
judgment  and  prudence  manifested  by  Major-General  Wel- 
lesley  in  refusing  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  enemy, 
and  is  satisfied  that  the  dupUcity  and  debased  art  of  the 
Mahratta  councils  would  have  perverted  the  acquiescence  of 
Major-General  Wellesley  in  this  insidious  proposition,  to  the 
purpose  of  impairing  the  reputation  of  our  arms  and  power. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  however,  is  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  ambition,  pride,  and  rapacity  of  the  confede- 
rate chieftains  have  received  such  a  check,  as  must  compel 
them  to  abstain   from   the  prosecution  of  their  inordinate 
designs ;  and  we  therefore  expect  to  receive  early  intelligence 
of  the  disposition  of  the  confederate  chieftains  to  despatch 
directly  from  their  respective  authorities,  to  the  British  camp, 
an  embassy,  duly  authorized  to  negotiate  the  terms  of  peace 
conformably  to  Major-General  Wellesley's  proposition. 
Wellesley. 
G.  H.  Barlow. 
G.  Udhy. 


No.  CXXVII. 

The  Marqueu  fTelletles  to  Lord  NobaH. 
My  Lord,  Fort  \miiam,  November  lit,  1803. 

1.  In  every  quarter  of  India  the  officers  and  troops  em- 
ployed in  the  course  of  this  war,  have  displayed  the  most 
exemplary  conduct  under  circumstances  of  considerable  dt£B- 
culty  and  danger.  The  mente  of  the  army  were  however 
eminently  conspicuous  in  the  gaUant  and  successful  assault 
of  Allighur,  and  in  the  glorious  and  memorable  battles  of 
Delhi  and  Assye. 
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2.  Te  conduct  of  tlie.  troops  engaged  in  those  actions 
demanded  an  extraordinary  testinu^y  of  my  approbation.  I 
accordingly  directed  in  my  orders  of  the  1st  and  30th  of 
October,  that  the  corps  employed  in  the  capture  of  AUighur 
and  in  the  victories  at  Delhi  and  Assye  should  bear  in  their 
respective  colours  an  bonourary  device  properly  suited  to 
commemorate  those  important  events,  and  to  perpetuate  the 
peculiar  honour  acquired  by  the  troops  under  the  personal 
command  of  his  Excellency  General  Lake,  and  of  the  honour- 
able Major-General  Wetlealey  on  those  occasions. 

3.  In  this  remote  quarter  of  the  British  empire  it  is  requi- 
site on  important  occasions,  to  confirm  the  zeal,  courage,  and 
discipline  of  the  army,  by  the  immediate  expression  of  the 
public  approbation  of  the  executive  government.  The  salu- 
tary effect  of  public  honours  would  be  lost  in  a  considerable 
degree,  if  delayed  until  orders  could  be  received  irom  England. 

4.  I  should  however  have  been  desirous  to  have  received 
the  previous  sanction  of  his  Majesty  for  the  grant  of  honor- 
ary devices  to  be  worn  in  the  colours  of  the  re^ments  of  bis 
Majesty's  army,  which  were  engaged  at  Allighur,  at  Delhi 
and  Assye,  but  your  Lordship  will  feel  that  it  would  have  been 
extremely  unjust  to  have  excepted  his  Majesty's  regiments 
from  the  reward  conferred  upon  achievements,  in  which  those 
regiments  had  borne  a  most  conspicuous  part. 

5.  I  request  your  Lordship  to  solicit  his  M^esty's  gracious 
approbation  and  public  confirmation  of  the  grant  of  honorary 
devices  to  be  borne  in  the  standards  and  colours  of  the  regi- 
ments of  his  Majesty's  army,  which  are  named  in  the  Gover- 
nor-General's orders  to  which  I  have  referred. 

6.  Your  Lordship  will  remark,  that  I  have  reserved  the 
confirmation  of  these  honorary  grants  for  the  ultimate  plea- 
sure of  his  Majesty,  and  that  I  have  limited  their  operation 
to  India;  but  I  request  your  Lordship  to  submit  to  his  Ma- 
jesty my  humble  hope  that  his  Majesty  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  permit  those  corps  to  retain  after  their  return  to 
Europe,  the  honorary  distinctions  granted  for  their  services 
in  India. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wellebley. 


Digitized  by  Google 


4SS  LIEUT.MIENERAL  LAKE  TO  NoV. 

■  No.  cxxvin. 

Minute  by  the  Ooeemor-General. 

Fort  miliam.  Not.  lit,  1803. 
The  Governor-General  is  sincerely  concerned   that  wiy 
circninstances  should  require  the  departure  of  Captun  James 
Salmond,  from  India. 

On  the  return  of  Captain  Robinson,  late  Military  Auditor 
General,  to  Europe,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1800,  the  seal, 
ability,  and  honour,  which  had  been  manifested  by  Captain 
Salmond  in  the  discharge  of  the  functiona  of  Military  Secre- 
tary to  the  Governor-General,  induced  the  Governor-General 
to  consider  Captain  Salmond  to  be  the  fittest  person  to  suc- 
ceed Captain  Robinson  in  the  important  office  of  Military 
Auditor  General,  and  the  public  records  bear  ample  testimony 
that  the  duties  of  that  laborious  and  invidious  station  could  not 
have  been  committed  to  any  person  possessing  qualifications 
for  the  trust,  superior  to  those  of  Captain  Salmond. 

The  high  estimation  in  which  the  services  of  Captain  Salmond 
are  held  by  this  government,  has  been  stated  in  a  late  general 
letter  from  the  Governor-General  in  council,  to  the  honoura- 
ble the  Court  of  Directors.  The  Govemor-General  however, 
deems  it  to  be  an  act  of  justice  to  Captun  Salmond  to  record 
in  this  place,  a  declaration  of  the  sense  which  he  entertains 
of  the  advantage  which  has  been  derived  to  the  puUic  service 
fi'om  the  zeal,  fideUty,  knowledge,  and  talents  of  this  merito- 
rious public  officer  now  on  the  eve  of  his  embarkation  for 
Europe.  The  Govemor-General  has  derived  the  greatest 
assistance  from  Captain  Salmond,  not  only  in  rerising  the 
various  and  complicated  branches  of  the  mihtary  establish- 
ment of  this  Presidency,  with  a  view  to  the  regulation  of  the 
military  charges,  but  in  the  introduction  of  several  useful 
improvements  fi>r  facilitating  the  system  of  military  accounts, 
and  for  correcting  defects  in  the  supply  and  movement  of  the 
army. 

Captain  Salmond's  distinguished  services  had  recommended 
him  to  BO  high  a  place  in  the  Governor-General's  confidence 
and  esteem,  that  the  Govemor-General  directed  Captain 
Salmond  during  the  last  year  to  visit  the  settlements  of 
Madras  and  Bombay,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  mili- 
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tary  regulations,  and  the  existing  system  for  the  ordering  and 
management  of  the  army  in  all  its  branches  at  those  Presi- 
dencies, in  order  to  prepare  the  means  of  introducing  every 
practicahle  degree  of  improvement  in  the  regulations  of  the 
army  throughout  India.  Captun  Salmond's  report  upon  this 
subject  after  hia  i«tum  to  Bengal,  evinces  the  dil^ence, 
ability,  and  integrity  with  which  he  discharged  the  impor- 
tant trust  committed  to  him. 

Under  all  these  circumstances  the  Governor  Greneral  in 
the  most  earnest  manner  recommendB  Captain  Salmond  to 
the  notice  of  the  honourable  the  Court  of  Directors,  as  a 
public  officer  who  has  rendered  essentia  service  to  the  Com- 
pany in  the  disehmrge  of  a  moat  arduous  trust,  and  whose 
conduct  ranks  him  with  the  most  respectable  of  his  predeces- 
sors, and  affi)rd«  a  useful  example  for  the  imitation  of  his  suc- 
cessors in  ths  important  office  of  Military  Auditor  General.* 


Lieut. -General  Lake  to  the  Marqueu  ^elleiley. 

Guop,  four  miles  to  the  neitward  of  htuvnrf, 
November  Ist,  1803. 
My  Lord,  [Received  November  I3th,  1803.] 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  I  marched 
from  Agra  the  07th  ultimo,  in  pursuit  of  the  Mahratta  force, 
which  was  composed  of  the  brigades  which  had  been  de- 
tached tiom  the  Deccan  in  the  early  part  of  the  campaign, 
and  of  a  few  battalions  which  had  effected  their  escape  from 
Delhi.  I  was  the  more  anxious  to  defeat  this  corps  from 
its  being  Airnished  with  a  numerous  artillery.  Owing  to 
the  detention  the  army  met  with  from  a  heavy  fall  of  rain, 
it  was  not  until  the  29th  that  it  reached  a  camp  to  the  west- 
ward of  Futtipoor.  From  intelligence  I  received  here  of  the 
rapid  manner  in  which  the  Mahratta  army  was  moving,  I  de- 
termined to  leave  the  heavy  artillery,  with  a  proper  detach- 
ment of  infantry  for  its  protection,  and  to  pursue  the  enemy 
by  forced  marches,  in  the  hope  of  being  able  the  more  speedily 
to  come  up  with  him.    On  the  Slst,  the  army  encamped  at  a 

■  Captsio  SalmoDd  on  Us  retam  to  Europe,  mi  appointed  b;  the  Court 
of  Director!  to  the  importaot  office  of  Militiry  Secretary  to  the  Conn  of 
Direciori.— [£rf.] 
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eltort  distance  from  the  ground  which  the  enemy  had  quitted 
the  same  morning.  Possessed  of  this  intelligence,  I  resolved 
to  make  an  effort  to  overtake  him  with  all  the  CBTslry  of  the 
army,  in  the  intention  of  delaying  him  by  a  light  engagement, 
until  the  infantry  should  be  able  to  come  up.  To  this  end 
the  cavalry  marched  at  twelve  last  night,  and  having  performed 
a  distance  of  more  than  forty  miles  in  twenty-four  hours,  came 
up  with  the  enemy  this  morning  soon  after  day-break.  From 
the  sudden  manner  in  which  I  came  upon  the  enemy,  I  ven- 
tured to  make  an  attack  with  the  cavalry  alone,  supported  by 
the  mounted  artillery,  but  finding  him  too  advantageously 
posted  to  hope  for  complete  success  without  too  much  risk, 
I  drew  the  cavalry  out  of  reach  of  cannon  shot,  and  waited 
the  arrival  of  the  infantry.  Soon  after  their  arrival,  I  made 
a  general  attack  upon  the  enemy's  position,  the  result  of  which 
I  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing  your  Excellency  has  been 
a  complete,  though  I  sincerely  lament  to  add,  dear  bought 
victory.  The  enemy  were  totally  defeated,  with  the  loss  of 
all  their  cannon,  tumbrils,  and  baggage ;  but  this  important 
advantage  has  only  been  gained  by  the  toes  of  many  valuable 
officers,  the  principal  of  whom  are,  Major-General  Ware, 
Colonel  Vandeleur,  Major  Griffiths,  Major  Campbell  the  De- 
puty Quarter  Master  General,  and  my  Aide-de-Camp  Lieute- 
nant Duval,  who  gloriously  fell  in  this  honourable  contest. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  exact  account  of  our 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  returns  of  which,  with  a  detailed 
account  of  this  important  affair,  I  shall  have  the  honour  of 
transmitting  to  your  Excellency  by  the  first  opportunity. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's 
Moat  obedient  humble  servant, 

G.  Lake. 


By  authentic  advices  received  from  camp,  it  appears  that 
the  victory  was  most  complete  and  glorious.    All  the  enemy's 
battalions  are  cut  up,  or  taken,  and  near  seventy  guns,  their 
whole  baggage,  bazars,  &c.  are  in  our  possession.    The  Com- 
mander-in-Chief had  two  horses  killed  under  him ;  and  Major 
1-ake  severely,  hut  not  dangerously  wounded. 
Bf  command  of  hu  ExcelleDcy  the  mou  Noble 
the  Governor  General  in  Council, 
J.  LvMBDEM,  Chief  Sec.  to  the  Govt. 
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No.  CXXX. 
Lieut-General  Lake  to  the  Marqveu  f^tlleitey. 

Head  Qntuten,  Camp  near  Lasswary,  Not,  2,  1803. 
My  Lord,  [Received  Nov.  15,  1803,] 

In  my  despatch  of  yesterday's  date,  I  did  myself  the  honour 
to  state  for  your  Lordship's  information,  some  particulars  of 
the  march  of  the  army  from  Agra  to  the  camp  it  now  occupies, 
together  with  the  general  result  of  the  action  which  took  place 
yesterday,  I  now  hare  the  honour  to  send  your  Gxcellency 
a  more  detailed  account  of  that  affair. 

After  a  forced  march  of  twenty-five  miles,  which  was  per- 
formed by  the  cavahy  in  a  little  more  than  six  hours,  I  came 
up  with  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  upon  their  retreat, 
and  in  such  confusion,  that  I  was  tempted  to  try  the  effect  of 
an  attack  upon  bim  with  the  cavalry  alone.  By  cutting  the 
embankment  of  a  large  reservoir  of  water,  the  enemy  bad 
rendered  the  road  very  difficult  to  pass,  which  caused  a  con- 
siderable delay  in  the  advance  of  the  cavalry ;  of  this  the 
enemy  had  availed  himself  to  take  an  advantageous  post,  hav- 
ing his  right  upon  a  rivulet,  which  we  had  to  cross,  and  his 
left  upon  the  village  of  Lasswary ;  the  whole  of  his  front  waa 
amply  provided  with  artillery.  I  was  prevented  itaxa  discover^ 
ing  this  change  in  the  situation  of  the  enemy  by  the  quantity 
of  dust  which,  when  once  clear  of  the  water,  totally  obscured 
bim  from  our  sight ;  I  therefore  proceeded  in  the  execution  of 
my  design,  by  which  I  hoped  to  prevent  his  retreat  into  the 
hUls,  and  secure  his  guns;  directing  the  advanced  guard  and 
first  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Vandeleur,  upon  the 
point  where  I  bad  observed  the  enemy  in  motion,  but  vrhich 
proved  to  be  the  left  of  his  new  position ;  the  remainder  of 
the  cavalry  I  ordered  to  attack  in  succession,  as  soon  as  they 
could  form  after  passing  the  rivulet. 

The  charge  of  the  advanced  guard  under  Major  Griffidis, 
and  that  of  the  first  brigade  led  by  Colonel  Vandeleur,  was 
made  with  much  gallantry ;  the  enemy's  line  was  forced,  and 
the  cavalry  penetrated  into  the  village ;  they  still,  however, 
continued  to  be  exposed  to  a  most  galling  fire  of  cannon  and 
musketry,  which,  as  it  was  impossible  under  such  circum- 
stances to  form  the  squadrons  for  a  fresh  attack,  determined 


Digitized  by  GOOJ^Ie 


440  I.IBUT.-OBNEIIAL  LAKE  TO  NoT. 

me  to  withdraw  them.  The  guns  which  had  fallen  into  our 
hands  could  not  be  hrought  away  from  the  want  of  bullocks. 
In  this  charge  Colonel  Vandeleur  fell,  mortally  wounded ;  in 
him  the  service  baa  lost  a  most  valuable  officer. 

The  attacks  of  the  other  brigades  were  conducted  with  the 
same  spirit,  but  after  taking  several  of  the  enemy's  guns,  be- 
ing still  fired  upon  without  being  able  to  discover  the  enemy, 
tbey  retired  in  good  order,  retaining  possession  of  a  part  of 
the  artillery.  In  the  performance  of  this  service,  the  third 
brigade,  consisting  of  his  Majesty's  S9th  regiment,  and  the 
4th  regiment  of  native  cavalry,  under  the  c«nmand  of  that 
meritorious  officer.  Colonel  Maean,  met  my  entire  approbation. 

The  infantry  having  marched  at  three  a.  u.  arrived  upon 
the  banks  of  the  rivulet  about  eleven  o'clock.  After  so  long 
a  march  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  allow  some  time  for  the 
men  to  refresh  themselves,  during  which  time  the  enemy  sent 
in  to  say  that  if  certain  terms  were  allowed  them,  tbey  were 
willing  to  surrender  their  guns.  Anxious  to  prevent  Ibe  far- 
ther effusion  of  blood,  I  directed  a  letter  to  bevrritten,  acqui- 
escing in  their  proposals,  and  allowing  them  an  hour  to  de- 
cide t  in  the  mean  time  the  several  columns  for  the  attack 
were  formed.  The  infantry  formed  in  two  columns  upon  the 
left ;  the  first,  composed  of  the  right  wing  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major-Oeneral  Ware,  was  destined  to  gain  the  ene- 
my's right  flank,  which  he  had  thrown  back  since  the  morn- 
ing, leaving  a  connderable  space  between  it  and  the  rivulet, 
and  to  assault  the  village  of  Lasswary ;  the  second,  composed 
of  the  left  wing,  under  Major-General  St.  John,  was  to  sup- 
port the  first  column.  The  third  brigade  of  cavalry  under 
Colonel  Macan  was  to  support  the  infantry ;  the  second  bri- 
gade under  Lieut.-Colonel  Vandeleur  was  detached  to  the 
right,  to  be  ready  to  take  advantage  of  any  confusion  in  the 
enemy's  line,  and  to  attack  him  upon  his  retreat ;  the  brigade 
under  Colonel  Gordon  composed  the  reserve,  and  was  formed 
between  the  second  and  third  brigades.  As  many  of  the  field 
pieces  as  could  be  brought  up,  with  the  gallopers  attached  to 
the  cavalry,  formed  four  difierent  batteries. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  time  which  I  had  allowed  the 
enemy  to  decide,  I  ordered  the  infantry  to  advance  :  as  sotm 
as  they  became  exposed  to  the  enemy's  guns,  the  four  batte- 
ries commenced  their  fire,  and  continued  to  advance,  though 


Digitized  by  Google 


1808.  THE  MARQUXIS  WELLESLET.  4^ 

oppOBed  by  a  great  superiority,  both  id  number  and  weight  of 
metaL 

When  the  76th  regiment,  which  headed  the  attack,  had 
arrired  at  the  point  tram  which  I  mtended  to  make  the  charge, 
they  were  bo  much  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire,  and  losing 
men  so  fast,  that  I  judged  it  preferable  to  proceed  to  the 
attack  with  that  regiment,  and  as  many  of  the  nadre  infantry 
as  had  closed  to  the  front,  to  losing  time  in  waiting  untU 
the  remainder  of  the  column  should  be  able  to  form,  the 
march  of  which  had  been  retarded  by  impedimenta  in  the 
advance. 

As  soon  as  this  handful  of  heroes  were  arrived  within  reach 
of  the  enemy's  canister  shot,  a  most  tremendous  fire  was 
opened  upon  them.  The  toss  they  sustained  was  very  severe, 
and  sutficient  alone  to  prevent  a  regular  advance ;  at  this 
moment  the  enemy's  cavalry  attempted  to  charge,  but  were 
repulsed  by  the  fire  of  this  gallant  body;  they,  however, 
rallied  at  a  short  distance,  and  assumed  so  menacing  a  pos- 
ture, that  I  thought  it  advisable  to  order  them  to  be  attacked 
by  the  cavalry;  this  service  fell  to  the  share  of  his  Miyesty's 
^th  reghnent,  commanded  by  Captain  Wade,  (Major  Griffith 
having  at  that  instant  been  unfortunately  killed  by  a  cannon 
shot,)  and  was  performed  with  the  greatest  gaUantry,  and  in 
a  manner  which  entitles  Captain  Wade,  and  every  officer  and 
soldier  in  the  regimeitf  to  my  warmest  acknowledgements. 
The  remainder  of  the  first  column  of  infantry  arrived  just  in 
time  to  join  in  the  attack  of  the  enemy's  reserve,  which  was 
formed  in  the  rear  of  his  line,  with  its  left  upon  the  viUage  of 
Lasswary,  and  its  right  thrown  back. 

About  this  time  Major-General  Ware  fell  dead,  his  head 
being  carried  off  by  a  cannon  shot  He  was  a  gallant  officer, 
and  one  whose  loss  I  deeply  lament.  On  his  death  the  com- 
mand of  this  column  devolved  upon  Colonel  MacdooaU,  who, 
though  wounded,  continued  to  acquit  himself  in  this  import- 
ant command  very  much  to  my  satisfaction. 

The  enemy  opposed  a  vigorous  resistance  to  the  last,  and 
it  was  not  until  he  had  lost  his  guns  that  be  abandoned  his 
post.  Even  then  his  left  wing  did  not  fly,  but  attempted  to 
retreat  in  good  order;  in  this,  however,  they  were  frustrated 
by  his  Majesty's  97th  regiment,  and  the  6th  regiment  of 
native  cavalry,  under  the  conmiand  of  L)eut.-Colonel  Vande- 
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leur,  who  broke  in  upon  the  column,  cut  several  to  pieces, 
and  drove  the  rest  in  prisoners,  with  the  whole  of  the 
baggage. 

Severe  as  the  loss  has  been  which  we  have  sustained  in  the 
achievement  of  this  complete  victory,  that  of  the  enemy  has 
been  far  greater.  With  the  exception  of  upwards  of  !i,000, 
who  have  been  taken  prisoners,  (of  which  number  I  have  only 
detained  the  principal  officers,  amounting  to  forty-eight),  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  very  few  escaped  the  general 
slaughter. 

It  would  be  a  violation  of  my  feelings  were  I  to  close  my 
despatch  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Major  Macleod,  and  Captain  Robertson,  of  his  Majesty's  76th 
regiment,  and  of  every  officer  and  soldier  of  that  inestimable 
corps,  in  the  attack  of  the  village  of  Lasswary.  Major  Gre- 
gory, too,  at  the  head  of  the  second  battalion  of  the  ISth 
regiment  of  native  infantry,  in  the  same  service,  displayed  a 
conduct  highly  meritorious. 

In  the  list  of  those  officers  who  particularly  distinguished 
themselves,  I  cannot  omit  the  names  of  Lieut.  Wallace,  of  his 
Majesty's  S7th  regiment,  who  was  entrusted  with  the  com- 
mand of  a  battery  of  gallopers,  nor  that  of  Lieut.  Dixon,  of 
the  6th  regiment  of  native  cavalry,  who  was  employed  in  the 
same  service. 

The  whole  of  my  staff  upon  this,  as  upon  every  former  oc- 
casion, are  entitled  to  a  large  share  of  praise,  and  to  my  warm- 
est gratitude.  The  zeal  which  they  displayed  upon  this 
memorable  day  is  too  plainly  proved  by  the  enclosed  returns 
of  the  killed  and  wounded.*  I  have  sustained  a  great  loss  by 
the  death  of  Major  William  Campbell,  the  deputy  quarter- 
master-general, and  by  that  of  my  aid-de-camp,  Lieut.  Duval, 
of  his  Majesty's  19th  Light  Dragoons,  who  was  a  young  man 
of  great  promise. 

Herewith  I  have  the   honour  to  enclose  returns  of  the 
ordnance  and  colours  which  were  captured  upon  this  occasion. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  futhful, 
and  humble  servant, 

G.  Lake. 

"  See  Appendix. 
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P.  S.  In  the  hurry  which  I  wrote  mydespatch  of  yester- 
day's date,  I  fear  I  did  not  ex|Jain  to  your  Lordship,  that  the 
enemy's  corps  which  we  hare  defeated,  comprised  the  whole 
of  the  fifteen  regular  battalions  which  had  been  sent  from  the 
Deccan  under  the  command  of  Monsieur  Dudemeg,  and  two 
battalions  of  the  same  description  which  had  escaped  from 
Delhi.  I  therefore  have  the  satisfaction  of  congratukiting 
your  Excellency  upon  the  annihilation  of  the  whole  of  the 
regidar  force  in  Scindiah's  service,  commanded  by  French 
officers.  G.  L. 


lAevl.'Gencral  Lake  to  the  Margueu  fFeUeiks. 

(Secret.) 

Mt  Lord,  Camp,  Lastwsry,  Not.  2d,  1803. 

I  sent  you  last  night  an  account  of  our  having  at  length 
completed  the  defeat  of  all  the  force  belonging  to  Perron  or 
Scindiah  on  this  side  India,  which  has  been  el&cted  by  great 
fatigue,  difficulty,  and  severe  loss,  however  it  is  an  object  of 
such  importance  to  destroy  these  batt^ions  effectually,  that 
I  felt  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  use  every  exertion  in  my  power, 
and  which  I  never  could  have  done  had  it  been  delayed  one 
hour  longer,  they  would  have  escaped  entirely,  and  from 
what  I  learn  they  were  upon  their  way  to  join  Taunteeah,*  at 
any  rate  we  never  could  have  caught  them.  These  battalions 
are  most  uncommonly  well  appointed,  have  a  most  numerous 
artillery,  as  well  served  as  they  can  possibly  be,  the  gunners 
standing  to  their  guns  until  killed  by  the  bayonet,  all  the 
sepoys  of  the  enemy  behaved  exceedingly  well,  and  if  they 
had  been  commanded  by  French  officers,  the  event  would 
have  been,  I  fear,  extremely  doubtful.  I  never  was  in  so 
severe  a  business  in  my  life  or  any  thing  like  it,  and  pray  to 
God  I  never  may  be  in  such  a  situation  agiun ;  their  army  is 
better  appointed  than  ours,  no  expense  is  spared  whatever, 
they  have  three  times  the  number  of  men  to  a  gun  we  have, 
their  bullocks,  of  which  they  have  many  more  than  we  have, 
are  of  a  very  superior  sort,  all  their  men's  knapsacks  and 

•  Om  of  Suiadwh's  Chiefs. 
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baggage  are  carried  upon  cuaeU,  by  which  means  they  can 
inarch  double  the  distance ;  ire  have  taken  all  theb  baaar, 
baggage,  and  every  thing  belonging  to  them,  an  wmi^^THig 
number  of  them  were  killed,  indeed  the  victory  has  been  do- 
ciflive.  The  action  of  yesterday  haa  convinced  me  how  im- 
poiiible  it  is  to  do  any  thing  without  British  troopi,  and  of 
Uiem  there  ought  to  be  a  very  great  proportion.  The  re- 
turns of  yesterday  will,  I  fear,  prove  the  necessity  of  what  I 
say  too  Adiy.  1  could  not  write  to  you  my  dear  Lord,  the 
various  occurrences  of  the  week,  the  wound  of  my  dear  son, 
rendered  me  totally  unfit  for  any  thing,  but  I  thank  God,  hia 
wound  is  less  severe  than  I  at  first  believed,  when  I  first  saw 
biro  upon  receiving  it  it  almost  unmanned  me,  but  the  alarm- 
ing crisis  when  it  happened  obliged  me  to  quit  him,  and  look 
to  the  troops,  who  at  that  time  wanted  every  assistance  I 
could  give  them ;  we  fortunately  succeeded  in  carrying  our 
point,  by  which  means  I  think  we  shall  have  destroyed  all 
the  force  that  can  now  oppose  us.  I  think,  without  excep- 
tion, yesterday  was  the  most  anxious  day  I  ever  experienced, 
for  had  we  been  beaten  by  these  brigades,  the  consequences 
attending  such  a  defeat  must  have  been  most  fatsL  These 
fellows  fought  like  devils,  or  rather  heroes,  and  had  we  not 
made  a  disposition  for  attack  in  a  style  that  we  should  have 
done  against  Uie  most  formidable  army  we  could  have  been 
opposed  to,  I  verily  believe,  from  the  position  they  had  taken, 
we  might  have  fiiiled.  As  it  is,  I  feel  happy  in  having  ac- 
complished all  your  wishes,  except  Gwalior,  which  I  trust  we 
shall  get  possession  of  by  treaty  with  Ambajee,  the  fall  of 
these  brigades  will  bring  him  to  terms  immediately,  and  will 
have  an  effect  upon  all  the  different  Rajahs  who  have  been 
Looking  very  much  to  the  proceedings  of  them,  and  I  suspect 
many  were  encouraging  them  to  stand  out  for  some  time,  and 
gave  them  hopes  of  assistance  if  they  did  not  absolutely  give 
it  them. 

I  feel  great  satisfaction  that  my  son  is  going  on  well,  has 
no  fover,  and  no  doubt  of  bis  having  the  use  of  his  knee,  I 
&ar  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  send  this  evening  a  de- 
tailed account  of  the  action,  but  hope  to  be  able  to  send  it  off 
to-morrow  very  early. 

1  do  not  think  it  will  be  possible  for  me  to  move  from  hence 
before  the  fifth  on  account  of  my  wounded  men,  and  other 
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circumstKnces ;  I  shall  then  torn  towardi  Gwalior,  in  order  to 
arrange  matters  with  Atnbajee.  I  will  let  you  know  more  of 
my  raotipns  instantly,  and  remain, 

ever,  my  dear  Lord, 
wi<li  unfeigned  and  sincere  attachment, 

your  devoted  serrant, 
G.  Lake. 
I  hope  you  will  come  to  this  part  of  the  world,  as  I  long  to 
shew  it  you. 


No.  cxxxn. 

TTte  Horn.  Unftr-General  WeHettey  to  the  Marqueu  ITelUileg. 
Mt  Lord,  Camp  at  Cheeie-kair,  No*.  3,  1803. 

After  I  had  sent  off  my  despatch  to  your  Excellency  of  the 
24^h  of  October,  I  received  authentic  accounts,  that  the  Rajah 
of  Berar  had  passed  through  the  hills  which  form  the  boun- 
dary of  Candeish,  and  had  moved  towards  the  river  Godavery. 
I  therefore  ascended  the  Adjuntee  Ghaut  on  the  SSth,  and 
continued  my  march  to  the  southward  on  the  S6th,  and  passed 
Aurungabad  on  the  S9th. 

S.  The  Rajah  had  advanced  gradually  to  the  eastward, 
and  was  at  Lakeegaun,  about  twenty  miles  north  from  Puttun, 
when  I  arrived  at  Aurungabad,  and  between  that  night  and 
the  night  of  the  31st,  during  the  whole  of  which  time  I  was 
in  his  neighbourhood,  he  moved  his  camp  five  times. 

8.  On  the  3Ist,  he  detached  a  body  consisting  of  5,000 
horse,  to  endeavour  to  intercept  a  convoy  consisting  of  14,000 
bullocks,  which  was  going  fom-ard  to  join  the  troops  on  the 
frontier.  This  convoy  was  protected  by  three  companies  of 
the  Sd,  of  the  Sd  Madras  native  infantry,  with  tw%  3-pounders 
under  Captain  Baynes ;  which  detachment,  with  440  Mysore 
horse,  has  for  some  time  been  employed  in  convoying  grain 
from  the  districts  south  of  the  Godavery  to  my  camp,  and  by 
a  company  from  the  subsidiary  force,  and  two  companies  from 
the  corps  serving  at  Hyderabad,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Seton. 

4.  They  had  marched  from  the  Godavery  on  the  morning 
of  the  31st,  and  reached  Umber,  where  they  were  attacked, 
and  they  succeeded  in  beating  oiFthe  enemy,  and  in  securing 
the  convoy,  which  arrived  in  safety  in  my  camp  yesterday, 
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notwitiistanding  the  great  Buperiority  of  numbers  by  which 
they  were  attacked. 

5,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  copies  of  the  reports  of 
this  action  which  I  have  received  from  Captain  Baynes;  upon 
which  I  have  to  observe,  that  it  affords  another  instance  of 
what  can  be  done,  by  disciplined  infantry,  determined  to  do 
their  duty,  against  very  superior  numbers  of  cavalry. 

6.  I  beg  leave  also  to  take  this  opportunity  to  draw  your 
Lordship's  notice  to  the  Mysore  cavalry  under  Bishuapah 
Pundit.  This  corps,  which  consists  of  2,000  men,  have  per- 
formed all  the  light  troops  duties  of  this  division  of  the  army, 
since  I  was  detached  from  the  Toomhudra  in  the  month  of 
March  last.  They  have  performed  the  duties  with  the  ut- 
most  cheerfulness,  and  a  zeal  which  I  have  never  before  wit- 
nessed in  troops  of  this  description.  They  have  frequently 
been  engaged  with  the  enemy's  Ught  troops,  have  always  con- 
ducted themselves  well,  and  have  lost  many  men  and  horses. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  faithful 
humble  servant, 
Arthur  Wkllksley. 
[Enclomrei.] 
7b  Captain  Barclap,  Deputy  j4d^ulant-Genertit,  4^. 
Sir,  Umber.  Oct.  3Ut.  1803. 

I  beg  you  will  report  to  the  hoaourabte  Major-Genenl  Wellesley,  that 
I  was  attacked  thia  day  about  two  o'clock  p.  h.  by  about  four  or  five 
thousand  hone.  They  came  on  at  first  as  if  determined  to  charge,  but, 
recuTing  a  few  shot  from  our  guat,  they  retired,  and  though  thej  fre- 
4|uently  came  near  ui,  aa  if  to  charge,  and  tome  of  them  within  musket 
dkot,  tbtj  were  always  driven  back.  Our  loss  ie  one  European  wounded, 
two  Sepoys  wounded,  and  some  Mysoreans  killed  and  wounded,  beside* 
a  few  (perhaps  three)  horses  killed.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  much 
greater,  particularly  in  horses.  I  beg  you  to  lay  to  the  General,  that  I 
■hall  take  post  till  I  receive  his  instructions.  I  write  this  by  moonlight, 
which  will,  I  hope,  apologise  for  haste.  We  were  under  ums  till  about 
■unset ;  at  which  time  they  were  out  of  sight. 

Thomas  Bayhbb, 
Capt^  commanding  a  detachment. 
7b  Captmn  Bardaj/,  Dtputf  jftfjutanl-Genenil,  4*. 
Sir,— I  hat  nigfat  had  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  I  had  repulsed 
a  body  of  fihounselah's*  horse,  and  have  now  (for  the  information  of  the 
honourable  M^or-^eneral  Wellesley)  to  make  you  more  fully  informed 
of  the  circumstances. 

■  Rajah  of  Berar's. 
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I  arriTcd  with  my  convoy  aboat  twelve  o'clock,  and  eDcamped  near  the 
town,  with  my  right  flank  to  it,  and  my  rear  protected  by  &  hill.  At  two 
o'clock  P.M.  the  attack  began  (without  more  than  ten  minutea  warning  of 
their  approach)  by  throwing  great  numbers  of  rockets  and  advancing 
upon  our  left  :  this  obliged  me  to  change  my  front  by  wheeling  to  the 
left;  at  the  same  time  some  of  them  were  within  mnsket  shot.  I  then 
opened  my  guns,  which  stopped  their  approach ;  they  at  this  time  moved 
round,  as  if  to  gmn  the  rear,  where  the  Brinjareeg  were.  This  movement 
obliged  me  to  detach  a  party  to  cover  them,  and  haviog  previously  posted 
a  company  on  the  hill  in  my  rear,  my  tine  became  very  small :  to  prevent 
their  knowing  my  exact  strength,  I  drew  up  the  Mysore  horse  in  our  line. 
They  came  on  repeatedly  as  if  to  charge,  but  were  always  stopped  by  our 
guns.  Iliey  continued  to  rocket  us  till  dark,  when  they  retired.  1  am 
sorry  to  add  tliat  one  hundred  of  the  Oram  bullocks  were  carried  off,  and 
some  Brii^jarce  bullocks  (perhaps  one  hundred)  while  at  grass. 

Thomas  Batnbs, 
Captain  commanding  a  detachment. 


No.  CXXXIII. 

Lieul.-General  Lake  to  the  Mtirqueii  ft 
(Private.) 
My  Lord,  Camp,  Laswary,  Nov.  3d,  1803. 

My  official  despatch  of  the  action  upon  the  1st  accompa- 
nies this,  by  which  you  will  perceive  our  loss  has  been  consi- 
derable, very  particularly  bo  in  Europeans,  and  I  can  only 
repeat,  unless  they  will  keep  feeding  us  from  England,  the 
service  here  cannot  be  carried  on.  I  have  been  nursing  the 
76th  re^meat  ever  since  the  battle  of  Delhi  till  now,  when 
they  have  imfortunately  suffered  most  severely ;  the  remains 
of  them  I  shall  take  the  greatest  care  of,  for  what  I  should 
do  without  them,  God  only  knows. 

I  really  do  believe  there  never  was  so  complete  a  victory, 
as  every  thing  belonging  to  these  battalions  is  ui  our  pos- 
session, and  there  does  not  appear  to  remain  a  vestige  of  a 
battalion  formed  by  the  French  faction  on  this  side  India. 
The  slaughter  has  been  exttemely  great ;  I  believe  very  few 
have  escaped,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  number  of  bodies  lying 
within  some  distance  of  our  camp.  I  shall  as  soon  as  I  can 
move  my  wounded  men,  begin  my  march  towards  that  doubt- 
ful character,  Ambajee,  but  I  shall  in  the  first  instance  pro- 
ceed but  slowly,  as  I  wish  to  unpress  the  Rajah  of  Jeypore 

VOL.  III.  2  o 
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with  an  idea,  that,  if  he  does  not  oome  to  terms  ehortly, 
I  may  pay  him  a  viait  All  I  mean  by  this  is  to  alarm  him 
into  eome  dedsive  toeasure ;  he  seems  at  present  to  be  play- 
ing a  very  suspicious  game. 

I  have  this  moment  been  informed  that  these  troops  were 
upon  their  march  to  join  Taunteab,  who  had  invited  them, 
with  a  proDUse  of  subsisting  them.  If  they  had  ever  got 
there,  I  apprehend  Delhi  would  have  been  their  object;  for- 
tunately they  are  better  disposed  of.  I  trust  this  affair  will 
meet  with  your  approbation.  The  seventeen  battalions  were 
nearly  complete,  and  they  had  Mahratta  horse  under  one  of 
their  chieftains,  which  is  said  to  have  amounted  to  five  thou- 
sand, whether  more  or  not  I  dont  know.  They  certainly  ap- 
peared in  numbers,  but  they  are  a  most  despicable  foe.  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  my  son  is  doing  well,  had  a  good  night's 
rest,  firee  from  fever,  and  as  little  pain  as  could  be  expected ; 
it  will,  of  course,  if  all  goes  right,  be  some  time  before  he  re- 
covers the  use  and  strengtli  of  his  limb.  The  sensation  I  felt 
upon  seeing  the  accident  is  not  to  be  described,  as  you,  my 
dear  Lord,  may  easily  imagine. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord, 
with  the  most  affectionate  regard  and  esteem, 
faithfully  yours, 

G.  Lake. 


No.  CXXXIV. 


Tie  Hon.  Mtgor-General  WeUetley  to  the  Mnrqueu  fFelU*lef. 

Csinp,  Nor.  6th.  1803. 
Mr  Lord,  [Received  Nov.  30th,  1803.} 

I  now  proceed  to  give  your  Excellency  a  detailed  account 
of  Colonel  Stevenson's  operations  against  Asseer-Gbur. 

On  the  16th  October,  he  advanced  to  Asseer-Ghur,  and 
encamped  three  miles  south  of  the  fort.  The  remains  of  the 
enemy's  infantry  had  fled  towards  the  Nerbuddah  on  the 
preceding  day,  in  the  state  in  which  I  reported  them  to  be, 
in  my  letter  of  the*  24<th  October ;  and  Colonel  Stevenson 
therefore  determined  to  attack  Asseer-Ghur. 

On  the  18th,  he  reconnoitred  the  fort,  attended  by  a  squa- 

•  Not  received. 
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dron  of  cavalry,  and  the  native  picquets  of  the  infantry ;  and 
having  seen  a  farourahle  opportunity,  attacked  the  Pettah 
and  carried  it,  and  made  a  lodgement  within  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  of  the  lower  wall  of  the  fort.  In  the  evening 
he  reinforced  the  troops  in  the  Pettah  by  a  battalion. 

On  the  19th,  all  the  preparations  were  made  for  carrying 
on  the  siege ;  and  two  batteries  were  ready  to  open  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  SOth ;  one  to  breach  the  upper 
wall,  and  another,  of  four  brass  twelve-pounders,  to  destroy 
the  defences  of  the  lower  wall. 

On  the  18th,  Colonel  Stevenson  had  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to 
the  Killedar*  to  summon  him  to  surrender  the  fort,  to  which 
message  he  did  not  receive  a  decided  answer.  The  commu- 
nicaUon  was  continued  i  but  Colonel  Stevenson  did  not  relax 
his  operations  against  the  fort,  as  there  was  reason  to  believe 
that  the  negotiation  was  carried  on,  only  to  give  time  to 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  come  to  its  relief.  Before  opening 
his  batteries.  Colonel  Stevenson  apprized  the  Killedar  of  the 
terms  on  which  he  should  surrender  the  fort ;  which  were, 
that  the  garrison  should  march  out  with  their  private  pro- 
perty, and  he  allowed  to  go  where  they  might  think  proper, 
and  that  their  arrears  should  be  paid  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
thousand  rupees. 

Aft^er  the  batteries  had  opened  about  an  hour,  a  white  flag 
was  shewn  from  the  walls  of  the  fort,  which  was  the  signal 
which  had  been  agreed  upon,  in  case  the  terms  should  be 
accepted ;  hostages  were  sent  down,  and  an  engagement 
made  that  the  fort  should  be  delivered  up  on  the  following 
morning.  It  was  accordingly  evacuated;  the  garrison  car- 
ried off  their  property  in  security,  and  received  the  sum 
agreed  to  be  paid  to  them. 

Colonel  Stevenson  mentions  in  high  terms  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  troops  under  his  command  i  and  I  cannot 
omit  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  to  your  Excel- 
lency my  sense  of  the  merits  of  Colonel  Stevenson,  and  of 
the  body  of  troops  under  his  command.  Upon  every  occa- 
sion I  have  received  from  the  Colonel  the  most  cordial  and 
zealous  assistance ;  and  the  troopi  under  his  command  are 
in  the  highest  state  of  discipline  and  order,  and  fit  for  any 
service  in  which  they  can  be  employed. 
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On  the  16th,  nine  officers,  four  serje&nts,  and  one  matroas, 
formerly  in  the  service  of  Dovrlut  Rao  Scindiah,  delivered 
themselves  up  to  Colonel  Stevenson,  under  your  Excellency's 
proclamation  of  the  09th  August. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  list  of  their  names,  and  a 
copy  of  the  order  issued  by  Colonel  Stevenson  to  provide  for 
their  subsistence.  Lieutenant  Stuart  also  delivered  himself 
up  at  Poonah  in  the  end  of  the  last  month.  I  have  called  for 
accounts  of  the  regulated  pay  and  allowances  which  those 
persons  received  in  the  service  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah, 
which  I  shall  hereafter  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to 
your  Excellency. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Ste- 
venson, during  the  operations  against  Asseer-Ghur.*  Here- 
after I  shall  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  returns  of  the 
ordnance,  stores,  grdn,  and  other  property,  captured  in  that 
fort. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  faithful  humble  servant, 
Arthur  Wellesley. 


No.  CXXXV. 

The  Marqueit  IFelletley  to  kit  RoytU  Highnea  the  Prince  of  IFale*. 
Sir,  Fort  William.  Nor.  9th,  1803. 

Having  understood  from  Lieut.-Colonel  Monson  that  it  was 
your  Royal  Highness's  pleasure  that  I  should  occasionally 
Bubmit  to  you  such  intelligence  respecting  the  aflTairg  of  India 
as  might  appear  to  merit  your  Royal'  Highness's  notice,  I 
have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  Mr.  Tyrrwhitt  by  this  des- 
patch a  series  of  gazettes,  comprehending  the  ofiicial  reports 
of  our  late  rapid  and  splendid  success  in  India  against  the 
confederate  forces  of  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  with 
their  French  artillery  and  French  officers. 

By  Major  Nicolson,  who  proceeds  to  England  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days,  I  propose  to  have  the  honour  of  soliciting  your 

•  See  Appentlix. 
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Royal  Highness's  attenUon  to  a  more  particular  and  detailed 
Btatement  of  this  glorious  triumph  of  the  British  arms. 

In  this  first  communication ,  hovever,  I  am  anxious  to  offer 
my  congratulations  to  your  Royal  Highness  upon  the  brilliant 
and  highly  useiiil  services  of  General  Lake.  His  masterly 
operations,  his  unexampled  alacrity,  and  honourable  zeal,  the 
judgment,  skill,  and  promptitude  of  decision,  which  he  has 
manifested  in  every  crisis  of  difficulty  or  danger,  combined 
vitb  his  irresistible  spirit  of  enterprise  and  courage,  entitle 
him  to  the  gratitude  and  admiration  of  every  loyal  British 
subject,  and  of  every  heart  and  mind  which  can  feel  for  the 
honour,  or  can  understand  the  interests  of  the  British  em- 
pire. 

Your  Royal  Highness's  gracious  disposition  towards  my 
family  will  induce  you  to  receive  with  pleasure  the  offidal  re- 
port of  the  memorable  and  deciuve  victory  gfuned  by  the 
forces  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Wellesley,  on 
the  ^rd  of  September,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  in  addition 
to  public  sentiments,  your  particular  favour  will  incline  your 
Royal  Highness  to  read  with  satisfaction  the  accounts  of  the 
noble  and  gallant  spirit,  and  distinguished  ability,  with  which 
my  brother  has  seconded  the  victories  of  his  illustrious  com- 
mander-in-chief. 

Intending  to  have  the  honour  of  addressing  your  Royal 
Highness  by  Major  Nicolson,  I  shall  now  request  you  to  ac- 
cept the  sincere  assurance  of  the  sentiments  of  gratitude  and 
attachment,  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  Royal  Highness's  most  dutiful, 
and  faithful  servant, 

Wellesley. 


No.  CXXXVI. 

LieuL-Generai  Lahe  to  the  Marqueu  /felietlei/, 
(Private  and  most  Secret.) 

Camp  at  Pahiwer,  Not.  14th,  1803. 
12  COM  (about  24  miles)  from  Futtelighmr.8icri, 
My  Lord,  nearly  due  west. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  your  kind  and  affectionate  letter 
respecting  the  fall  of  Agra,  which  is  so  replete  with  such 
warm  and  flattering  expressions,  that  it  is  absolutely  impos- 
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sible  for  me  to  convey  my  sentunents  in  luch  language  as 
cou3d  in  any  way  prove  the  sensations  I  feel,  or  tlie  effects 
diey  have  had  upon  a  heart  most  truly  grateful  for  the  hberal 
conduct  and  unbounded  confidence  and  fnendship  with  which 
you  have  so  nobly  treated  me,  and  which  never  can  be  for- 
gotten as  long  as  I  have  life. 

I  every  day  experience  more  fully  the  advantages  gtuoed  by 
the  victory  on  the  let,  the  consequences  attending  it  are  be- 
yond all  calculation ;  it  has  quieted  the  country,  it  has  brought 
the  Rajah  of  Jeypore  and  all  his  wicked  and  traiterous  ad- 
visers to  reason,  they  are  now  upon  their  march  to  my  camp. 
In  short,  the  whole  of  these  people  will  now  come  in,  as  tbey 
find  they  have  neither  hopes  of  a  rallying  point,  or  fear  from 
their  neighbours.  It  certainly  was  a  severe  busmess,  and  from 
circumstances  unforeseen  and  unexpected,  more  than  it  might 
have  been  expected ;  however,  thank  God,  our  success  was 
complete  in  securing  every  article  that  belonged  to  these  bat- 
talions. We  bad  but  six  very  weak  battalions  of  sepoys,  and 
five  companies  of  sepoys,  besides  the  76th  regiment,  which 
was  very  weak.  Our  cavalry  was  superior  in  numbers  to 
theirs  I  rather  believe,  in  every  other  particular  of  course 
much  so  in  the  extreme.  A  very  small  part  of  my  in&ntry 
was,  from  accident,  only  engaged,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the 
official  letter  upon  that  aflTiur,  which  caused  the  business  to 
fall  heavier  upon  the  76th,  who  behaved  most  gloriously.  If 
I  thought  the  war  was  to  continue,  I  should  be  tempted  to 
ask  for  the  remainder  of  the  European  regiment,  or  some  of 
the  S^d,  but  as  I  have  no  doubt  that  Scindiah  means  to 
make  peace,  from  having  lost  all  his  resources,  I  trust  we 
shall  have  nothing  more  to  do  in  this  part  of  the  world.  I 
propose  forming  all  the  dismounted  dragoons  into  a  little  bat- 
talion, particularly  those  of  the  8th,  who  have  had  but  little 
practice  in  the  riding  way,  added  to  which,  very  many  of  Hie 
horses  they  had  from  the  Vizier  are  rendered  unserviceable, 
either  from  age,  or  from  having  been  for  many  years  unac- 
customed to  work. 

I  mention  my  intention  respecting  this  regiment  in  confi- 
dence to  your  Lordship,  but  would  not  wish  any  thing  to  be 
said  upon  the  subject,  as  it  might  only  cause  ill-natured  re- 
marks, and  which  I  am  very  anxious  should  be  avoided. 

You  do  me  but  justice  in  supposing  that  1  participate  most 
sincerely  with  you,  my  dear  Lord,  in  the  glorious  victory  ob- 


Digitized  by  Google 


1803.  LOBD  UOBART.  455 

tained  over  Scandish,  and  do  most  heartily  hope  he  (Major- 
General  Wellesley)  may  reap  every  benefit  and  honour  from 
it  he  BO  richly  deserves,  and  which  must  be  so  truly  satis- 
factory and  gratifying  to  your  feelings. 

It  is  with  extreme  pleasure  I  inform  you  that  my  sou  is  do- 
ing better  than  could  posBibly  have  been  imagined ;  he  has  no 
ferer,  sleeps  weU,  is  free  from  pain,  and  in  most  excellent 
spirits,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  do  perfectly  welL 

I  trust  and  hope  matters  are  drawing  to  a  conclusion,  and 
that  you  feel  most  happy  in  having  accomplished  all  your 
plans  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner  to  yourself,  and  to  the 
world  at  large,  and  that  you  may  reap  the  esteem  and  ap- 
plause of  your  king  and  country  for  having  added  such  valu- 
able acquisitions  to  the  British  Government,  and  by  your 
counsels  and  wisdom  having  rescued  Hindostan  front  the 
power  of  France,  and  by  that  means  saved  our  great  and 
flourishing  possessions  in'India  from  the  claws  of  that  rapaci- 
ous tyrant,  the  First  Consul,  into  which,  if  you  had  not  adop- 
ted and  pursued  the  most  wise  and  vigorous  measures,  they 
must  very  shortly  have  fiUlen.  Bdieve  me,  I  have  the  most 
heartfelt  satisfaction  in  having  in  any  degree  contributed  in 
the  glory  you  have  guned,  and  have  only  to  pray  that  you 
may  live  long  to  enjoy  all.the  honours  and  dignities  you  are 
so  justiy  entitled  to,  and  that  you  will  ever  consider  me. 
My  dear  Lord, 
as  your  affectionate  and  faithftd  servant, 

6.  Lake. 


No.  CXXXVU. 


7Se  Merqueu  ^elleiley  lo  Lord  Habarl. 

(Secret.) 

My  Lord,  Fort  William,  Nov.  tfith.  1803. 

1.  In  my  despatch  No.  10,  of  the  20th  June,  I  had  the 
honour  to  apprize  your  Lordship  of  the  measures  which  I 
deemed  it  expedient  to  adopt  for  the  protection  of  the  Por- 
tuguese settiements  in  India  and  China. 

2.  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  inform  your  Lordship* 
that  a  British  garrison  has  occupied  the  important  fortress'  of 
Goa,  with  the  entii-e  concurrence  of  the  Portuguese  Govem- 
nent  of  that  settlement. 
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3.  In  confomuty  to  my  uutructiona  to  the  Right  Honoura- 
ble Lord  Clive,  and  to  his  Excellency  Lieut  .-General  Stuart, 
of  which  copies  were  enclosed  in  my  despatch  of  the  SOth  of 
June,  Lord  CHveand  General  Stuart  adopted  immediate  mea- 
sures for  assembling  a  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Goa,  to  be 
prepared  to  act  as  circumstances  might  require. 

4.  Intheintervalofttme  which  elapsed  while  this  force  wu 
preparing,SirWilliam  Clarke  endeavoured  byarguments  found- 
ed on  my  instructions  of  the  18th  of  May,  to  induce  the  viceroy 
to  consent  to  the  admission  of  a  British  garrison  into  Goa. 

5-  The  Viceroy  having  at  length  consented  to  that  measure. 
Sir  W.  Clarice  ordered  the  British  detachment  which  had 
been  assembled  for  that  purpose  to  advance  to  Goa,  at  which 
place  it  arrived  on  the  3d  September. 

6.  The  British  force  which  at  present  occupies  Goa,  in 
the  judgment  of  Sit  W.  Clarke,  is  insufficient  for  the  complete 
defence  of  that  place.  It  is  not  in  my  power  in  the  present 
crisis  of  affairs  in  India,  to  apply  a  larger  force  to  the  defence 
of  Goa,  but  it  is  my  intention  to  reinforce  the  British  garrison 
of  that  place  as  soon  as  troops  can  be  spared  irom  other  quar- 
ters, where  their  services  are  more  immediately  necessary. 

7.  In  the  meanwhile,  no  prospect  appears  of  an  early 
attempt  against  Goa  by  the  French  powers,  and  as  the  atten- 
tion of  Vice  Admiral  Bainier  has  been  particularly  directed 
to  the  defence  of  Goa,  and  a  considerable  part  of  the 
squadron  under  his  Excellency's  command,  is  now  stationed 
off  the  Coast  of  Malabar,  1  entertain  no  apprehension  for 
the  safety  of  Goa. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Welleslby. 


No.  cxxxvm. 

7Se  Marqueit  fTelleiles  to  Lieul. -General  Lake. 

(Prime.) 

My  dear  Sib,  Bunckpore,  Nor.  ISth,  1603. 

My  last  private  letter  was  written  under  the  supposition 
that  the  fall  of  Agra  had  terminated  your  difficulties  and 
dangers,  and  finally  crowned  your  honours  in  this  campaign ; 
but  your  despatch  containing  the  recital  of  the  glorious  and 
most  decisive  victory  of  the  1st  of  November,  afforded  a  new 
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caott  of  my  admiration  and  gratitude,  and  has  opened  a  fresh 
source  of  honour  for  you  and  yoar  army.  I  certainly  ex- 
pected that  the  force  collected  near  Agra  would  ^ve  you 
some  trouble ;  but  I  was  not  prepared  for  an  action  so  splen- 
did, nor  for  so  formidable  an  opposition.  Your  judgment  in 
pursuing  this  force  meets  my  cordial  approbation.  Your 
apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  Delhi  were  most  wise  and 
just ;  but  even  if  Delhi  had  been  safe,  it  would  have  been 
necessary  to  destroy  this  force,  before  you  proceeded  fiirther 
to  the  southward.  The  action  is  one  of  the  moat  brilliant  of 
which  I  have  ever  read  the  relation.  Your  personal  exer- 
tions  in  it  surpass  all  praise,  all  example,  and  all  honour  and 
glory  acquired  by  any  Commander  of  an  army,  whose  actions 
have  reached  my  knowledge.  Your  safe^  in  the  midst  of 
such  perils  renunds  me  of  Lord  Duncan's  private  account  of 
the  battle  of  Camperdown,  in  which  describing  his  own 
situation  in  the  midst  of  the  general  slaughter  he  said,  "  God 
covered  my  head  in  the  day  <^  battle."  The  dreadful  and 
distracting  event  of  your  heroic  son's  wound  in  your  presence 
in  the  heat  of  action,  and  in  the  most  urgent  and  critical 
moment  of  your  own^  public  duty,  was  such  a  trial  as  heaven 
has  seldom  given  to  human  fortitude.  The  mere  emotion  of 
natural  affection  would  have  rendered  this  trial  almost  insup- 
portable to  any  parent;  but  in  addition  to  the  ties  of  blood, 
your  son  possesses  your  confidence  and  respect ;  in  his  danger 
you  must  have  felt  at  once  that  you  were  exposed  to  the  loss 
of  your  dearest  relation,  of  your  best  officer,  of  the  true  image 
of  your  own  courage  and  military  spirit,  of  him  who  had  been 
your  firmest  support  in  all  your  recent  difficulties  and  dangers, 
and  in  whom  you  must  have  contemplated  the  surest  pledge 
of  transmitting  to  later  times  a  just  memorial  of  your  own 
fame.  No  scene  equal  to  this  trial  ever  was  presented  to  my 
imagination,  nor  do  I  believe  it  is  to  be  paralleled  in  all  history, 
Witii  such  parental  affection  as  I  know  you  to  possess,  and 
with  such  just  sentiments  as  you  entertain  of  your  son's  merits 
and  high  promise,  I  declare  to  you  solemnly,  that  your  resolu- 
tion under  such  a  blow,  your  instant  return  to  the  attack  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  alacrity  and  ardour  with  which  you  prosecuted 
the  glorious  victory  of  that  day,  constituted  such  a  variety  of 
extraordinary  and  affecting  circumstances,  that  I  could  not 
command  strength  of  mind  to  read  your  letter  in  public. 
M^y  you  never  again  be  subjected  to  so  excruciating  a  pang ; 

Digitized  by  Google 


458  THE  HABQUSSa  WBLLB8LBY  TO  NoV. 

and  may  the  same  Providence,  (that  hat  suffered  your  gallant 
son  to  be  wounded  on  the  iield  of  battle  before  the  eyes  of 
his  father,  and  has  rescued  him  from  death,  and  even  from 
injury,  to  enhance  the  joys  of  his  father's  triumphs)  preserve 
him,  to  emulate  his  father's  example  and  to  secure  a  succes- 
sion of  hereditary  glory  to  his  fanUly,  and  of  victory  and  fame 
to  his  country. 

It  is  impossible  not  to  suffer  severe  grief  in  reading  the  sad 
list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  the  1st  of  November.  The 
names  of  Vandeleur  and  of  poor  Griffith  affected  me  most  in 
the  list  of  killed,  the  former  on  account  of  his  high  profes- 
sional character,  and  the  latter  on  account  of  my  long  ao- 
quuntance  with  lum.  The  loss  however  is  not  great  when 
compared  with  the  force  and  artillery  opposed  to  us,  and  it 
appears  to  be  of  still  inferior  magnitude,  when  compared  with 
the  brilliancy  of  the  action,  and  with  its  solid  and  substantial 
benefit  to  the  common  cause.  The  impression  made  by  the 
glory  of  that  day,  and  above  all,  my  dear  Sir,  I  must  say,  by 
your  conduct  in  it,  surpasses  all  imaginatioD. 

I  am  now  employed  in  despatching  Colonel  Nicholson,  who 
I  hope  will  be  liberated  in  three  or  four  days ;  I  am  highly 
pleased  with  him,  he  takes  charge  of  my  despatches,  of  which 
I  will  send  copies  to  you  immediately. 

I  write  to  you   by  Major-General  Fraser,  most  sincerely 
congratulating  you  on  this  last  unexpected  and  unrivalled 
euccesG,  and  hoping  that  tfour  danger  is  at  an  end. 
I  remain,  my  dear  Sir, 
with  the  greatest  attachment  and  respect, 
your  faithful,  most  obliged  and 
affectionate  servant, 

Wellbslby. 

I  grieve  for  the  loss  of  my  poor  fnend  Old  Port."  I  have 
lately  received  some  fine  horses  from  Arabia;  one,  if  not  two 
of  which  I  hope  will  be  serviceable  to  you,  I  shall  immediately 
endeavour  to  send  one  to  you.  W.- 

I  shall  not  publish  my  general  orders  respecting  Agra  and 
the  last  victory  until  Lieutenant^Colonel  Nicholson  is  des- 
patched. 

*  Th«  nunc  of  the  deoend'a  fkvourile  chuger,  n^uch  was  killed  noder 
bim  at  the  battle  of  Lauwary ;  he  was  givea  to  (he  Counnaniter-iD-Cbief 
by  the  Gove[DOF.GeDeral. 
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7%e  Marqueti  W^tSeg  to  LieuL-General  Late. — (Extract.) 

(Printe.) 

My  dear  Sir,  Bamckpore,  No*.  IStb,  1803. 

In  consequence  of  the  state  of  your  ExceUency'a  forcee,  I 
have  ordered  the  whole  of  the  Company's  European  reghnent 
immediately  to  Allahahad  to  wait  your  orders.  The  pros- 
pect of  affairs  in  Cuttack  is  bo  favourable,  that  I  expect  to  be 
able  to  return  the  two  companies  of  the  33d  now  employed 
there  to  the  rej^ment  at  Fort  William,  under  this  expectation 
I  have  ordered  two  flank  companies  of  the  32d  to  Mirzapore, 
there  to  wait  your  orders  in  General  Deare's  camp,  I  am 
DOW  employed  in  using  every  effort  to  relieve  the  33d  at  Fort 
William  by  a  regiment  from  the  other  side  of  India.  If  I  can 
succeed  in  this  arrangement,  I  will  send  the  whole  S3d  regi> 
ment  to  join  your  army.  In  the  meanwhile  we  must  manage 
as  welt  as  our  limited  means  will  permit. 

If  the  war  should  continue  and  that  no  force  should  appear 
near  the  Doab,  or  the  right  bank  of  the  Jumna,  I  think  it 
might  be  advisable  to  make  an  irruption  into  Berar  and  to 
seize  Nagpore ;  or  (if  the  Rajah  of  Berar  should  moke  a 
separate  peace,  and  Scindiah  be  infatuated  enough  to  prose- 
cute the  war)  to  seize  Oug^  and  Sdndiah's  territories  in 
Malwa.  In  such  an  event  I  would  not  wish  you  to  leave  the 
limits  of  Delhi,  Agra,  Gwalior,  and  the  passes  from  the 
Deccan,  unless  you  should  choose  to  visit  Bundelcund  where 
a  good  officer  is  wanted,  and  where  we  shall  require  vigilance 
and  early  exertion.  You  will  probably  detach  a  force  towards 
Nagpore  or  Malwa,  as  the  case  might  happen,  and  you  would 
remain  to  protect  the  grand  acquisitions  where  nothing  but 
your  presence  can  give  us  security  or  tranquillity.  In  the 
event  of  forming  a  detachment  of  any  considerable  force,  I 
recommend  General  Fraser  to  your  consideration,  I  confi- 
dently hope  that  you  might  trust  him  safely ;  in  addition  to 
■  his  other  good  quahties,  I  beUeve  him  to  be  really  steady  and 
honourable,  without  any  alloy  of  rapacity  or  avarice.  If  you 
detach  towards  Bundelcund,  he  will  also  answer  very  welL 
Bundelcund,  Calpy  and  that  vicinity,  are  now  highly  impor- 
tant provided  you  are  safe  from  Delhi  to  Agra. 

The  principle  of  all  my  plans  of  war  is  exactly  the  same 
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with  that  which  appears  to  be  your  leading  principle  in 
action.  To  commence  the  attack  and  to  compel  Ae  enemy 
to  a  defensive  system.  In  this  view  it  must  be  determined 
whether  it  would  be  more  prudent  to  prosecute  the  war  by 
advancing  towards  Nagpore  or  Ougein  from  Gwalior,  or  to 
stand  fast  in  Hindostan  and  to  leave  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  to  the  southward  to  the  army  under  General  Wellesley. 
I  think  that  we  ought  not  to  advance  towards  the  southward 
beyond  Gwalior  and  the  passes,  until  Bundelcund,  Boggle- 
cund  and  Calpy,  shall  be  perfectly  secured.  After  those 
points  shall  have  been  determined,  the  general  state  of  the 
conquests  in  Hindostan  must  regulate  your  plans.  If  all  be 
safe  from  Gwalior  to  Mirzapore,  and  firom  A^a  to  Delhi,  and 
from  Delhi  to  Benares,  by  Rampoor,  Lucknow  and  Allaha- 
bad, a  forward  movement  to  the  southward  would  relieve 
General  Wellesley  and  finish  the  war;  hut  such  a  movement 
is  not  to  be  basarded  without  full  consideration.  On  the 
other  hand  the  enemy  must  not  be  permitted  to  hope  that  we 
cannot  advance  from  the  northward.  If  Holkar  should  mix  in 
the  war,  you  must  look  to  the  destruction  of  his  force  as  a 
primary  object;  and  it  may  perhaps  be  most  advisable  to 
draw  him  to  the  northward  at  a  distance  from  his  resources 
which  are  very  much  limited.  I  believe  his  present  objects 
to  be  neutrality  with  regard  to  the  main  contest,  and  plunder 
of  every  neutral  power,  together  with  pilfer  of  the  belligerent 
powers.  He  will  rush  into  the  war  if  he  perceives  or  if  he 
imagines  that  he  perceives  any  attainable  object  of  avarice 
or  ambition.  I  expect  to  hear  that  he  has  moved  towards 
the  Rajpoots,  for  the  purpose  of  levying  bis  usual  annual 
exaction,  together  with  what  was  usually  exacted  by  Scindiah 
and  M.  Perron ;  in  that  effort  I  think  it  would  not  be  an 
object  to  us  to  check  him,  unless  the  Rajpoots  should  cor- 
dially enter  under  our  protection. 

It  is  now  extremely  desirable  that  General  Wellesley  should 
be  apprized  of  your  plans  as  soon  as  possible.  He  is  in  pos- 
session of  the  cypher,  and  you  will  try  to  communicate  with 
him  in  cypher  through  Hindostan,  sending  copies  to  me  for 
transmission  through  Cuttack, 

Ever,  my  dear  Sir, 
with  the  greatest  attachment  and  respect, 
yours  most  sincerely  and  affectionately, 
Wellesley. 
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7»e  Marqueu  Wettetleg  to  Lord  ITitliam  Bentinck. 

My  Lord,  Barrackpore,  Nov.  I9th,  1803. 

I  am  extremely  apprehensive  that  your  Lordship  may  sup- 
pose that  my  answer  to  your  very  flattering  and  acceptable 
letter  of  the  &th  of  September,  transmitted  by  Licut.-Colonel 
Hoghton,  has  been  delayed  beyond  the  bounds  of  proper 
respect  and  attention  to  your  kindness.  This  delay,  however, 
has  been  occasioned  by  my  desire  to  write  to  your  Lordship 
the  most  ample  details  on  every  topic  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject of  your  letter,  and  on  various  objects  of  importance  which 
I  am  anxious  to  bring  under  your  notice.  In  hourly  expec- 
tation of  being  relieved  in  some  degree  from  the  pressure  of 
the  very  severe  duties  which  have  demanded  my  entire  atten- 
tion since  the  arrival  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Hoghton  from  Fort 
St  George,  I  have  postponed  my  acknowledgments  of  your 
Lordship's  letter,  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  annex  to  my 
reply  several  documents  which  might  have  afforded  you  full 
information  on  the  great  pohtical  and  military  operations  now 
depending  in  various  parts  of  India.  But  the  extreme  ur- 
gency of  those  operations,  added  to  the  necessity  of  trans- 
mitting despatches  to  the  Government  at  home,  has  really 
deprived  me  of  the  means  of  submitting  to  your  Lordship  the 
information  which  I  am  desirous  of  communicating  to  you ;  in 
the  mean  while  you  have  been  regularly,  and  I  trust  with  all 
possible  expedition,  advised  of  every  important  event  which 
has  come  to  my  knowledge ;  and  I  have  directed  Capt.  Syden- 
ham to  furnish  your  Lordship  with  many  details  which  can- 
not enter  into  an  official  despatch. 

Copies  of  all  my  most  important  despatches  are  now  pre- 
paring for  your  Lordship,  and  will  be  forwarded  to  you  by  an 
early  opportunity.  Your  Lordship's  indulgence  will  pardon 
any  occasional  delay  or  interruption  of  my  correspondence, 
when  you  advert  to  the  labour  of  my  situation,  which  not  only 
requires  the  constant  attention  of  my  mind  to  a  most  extensive 
and  complicated  system  of  civil  and  military  affairs  in  India, 
but  also  the  regular  transmission  to  England  of  a  detailed 
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narrative  of  all  my  proceedings,  with  the  principles  on  which 
they  are  founded,  and  the  objects  to  which  they  are  directed. 
Even  now  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  attempt  to  reply  to  your 
Lordship's  highly  satisfactory  letter  in  a  manner  adequate  to 
express  the  pleasure  which  I  derived  from  it,  and  the  confi- 
dence with  which  it  has  inspired  me  respecting  the  succees 
and  honour  of  your  Government. 

I  ain  extremely  happy  to  leam  that  I  had  adopted  in  my  ' 
first  communication  with  your  Lordship  a  mode  of  conveying 
my  sentiments  which  proved  acceptable  to  you.  Your  Lord- 
ship may  he  assured  that  my  sincere  desire  will  always  be, 
that  not  only  the  substance,  but  the  manner  of  every  com- 
munication from  me  to  you  and  to  your  Government,  should 
be  conformable  to  your  wishes- 

Lieut-Colonel  Hoghton  has  stated  to  me  the  result  of 
your  Lordship's  sentiments  on  the  several  points  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  in  my  name,  and  he  has  also 
informed  me  of  the  general  tenor  of  your  Lordship's  opinions 
respectmg  the  state  of  affairs  at  Fort  St  George. 

Your  Lordship's  judgment  on  all  those  subjects  entirely 
corresponds  with  my  sentiments  and  views,  and  accords  with 
my  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  pubUc  interests,  and  of  the 
duties  of  the  pubUc  service  entrusted  to  your  immediate 
charge. 

Your  Lordship  has  expressed  your  approbation  of  the  sys- 
tem of  pohcy  which  I  have  deemed  it  to  be  my  duty  to  pur- 
sue in  India,  in  terms  which  demand  my  most  cordial  grati- 
tude, and  which  must  contribute  to  animate  me  with  additi- 
onal zeal  in  the  maintenance  of  the  great  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged. 

Your  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  the  Mahratta  confede- 
racy have  been  gloriously  confirmed  by  the  splendid  success 
of  our  arms  in  this  memorable  campaign. 

The  steadfast  support  and  active  co-operation  which  your 
Lordsbip's  truly  British  spirit,  sound  judgment,  and  heredi- 
tary integrity  and  honour  lead  me  to  expect  from  your  Go- 
vernment, will  confirm  my  confidence  of  complete  and  speedy 
triumph  in  this  war,  and  I  trust  that  I  shall  be  enabled  at  an 
early  period  of  time  to  furnish  you  with  irresistible  proofs  of 
the  justice,  necessity,  and  correct  policy  of  the  war,  as  well  as 
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of  the  certainty  of  its  ultinutte  uid  honourable  success,  and 
of  the  beneficial  consequences  which  must  ensue  from  the 
issue  of  the  contest. 

Your  Lordship  may  be  confident  that  my  support  of  your 
administration  will  be  firm,  active,  and  unqualified ;  and  that 
I  shall  ever  be  ready  to  contribute  every  aid  in  my  power  to 
your  success. 

*  It  will  be  my  greatest  satisfaction  to  render  a  just  tribute 
of  merit  on  every  occasion  to  your  Lordship's  services,  and  to 
bear  the  most  public  testimony  to  every  clidm  which  the  pro- 
greaa  of  your  exertions  shall  found  upon  the  gratitude  and 
applause  of  your  country. 

I  entertain  a  sanguine  hope  that  the  principles  by  which 
you  propose  to  regulate  your  conduct,  and  the  firm,  but  con- 
ciliatory system  which  you  intend  to  estabhsh,  will  dispel  all 
opposition,  or  frustrate  its  projects. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days  I  expect  to  be  able  to  reply  to 
all  youT  Lordship's  recent  official  despatches ;  the  arrival  of 
some  of  your  letters  was  much  retarded  by  the  interruption 
.  of  the  Dawk  in  the  province  of  Cuttack,  and  by  the  long 
passage  of  the  vessels  from  Ganjam  to  Calcutta.  Your  Lord- 
ship may  wish  to  know  that  I  entirely  approve  your  conduct 
respecting  the  French  at  Pondicherry,  the  demohtion  of  the 
fortifications  at  Cochin,  and  your  several  military  arrange- 
ments stated  in  those  despatches,  and  in  general  of  all  your 
proceedings. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Nicholson  arrived  a  few  days  ago  from 
General  Lake's  army,  and  I  am  now  employed  in  finishing  the 
voluminous  and  important  despatches  with  which  that  officer 
is  to  he  charged  for  the  Government  at  home. 

This  circumstance  will,  I  trust,  excuse  any  omission  or  in- 
accuracy in  my  present  communications  to  your  Lordship. 

Your  Lordship's  kindness  to  Captain  Sydenham  is  highly 
satisfactory  to  me ;  you  will  find  him  in  every  sense  worthy 
of  your  confidence  and  esteem,  and  a  most  valuable  public 
officer.  I  shall  derive  the  greatest  pleasure  from  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  office  of  Town-Major  of  Fort  St.  George.  But  in 
the  present  extreme  exigency  of  public  afiairs,  his  able  and 
acUve  services  are  so  useful  to  me,  that  I  must  solicit  your 
Ijordship's  permission  to  retain  him  at  Fort  William  until  I 
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can  be  reliered  in  some  degree  from  the  wdght  of  my  actnsl 

dutie§. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  respect  and  esteem. 

My  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  faithful, 
and  humble  servant, 

Weileslky. 


No.  CXLI. 

TV  Marqneu  fFelletleg  to  Lord  Hobarl. 

(Secret.) 

My  Lord,  Fort  WiUiam.  Nov.  20th.  1803. 

1.  My  despatch  of  the  SOth  of  June  was  vrritten  under  the 
supposition  of  the  continuance  of  peace  between  his  Majesty 
and  the  French  Republic. 

2.  Various  circumstances,  however,  having  prevented  the 
transmission  of  that  despatch*  to  your  Lordship,  until  the  re- 
newal of  hostilities  with  France  had  actually  been  announced 
in  India,  I  still  deem  it  to  be  advisable  to  forward  it  to  you  in 
its  original  form,  conceiving  that  your  Lordship  would  be  en- 
abled by  that  mode  of  communication  to  exercise  your  judg- 
ment without  embarrassment  on  every  subject  connected  with 
the  situation  of  the  French  and  Batavian  repubhcs  in  India  at 
the  restoration  of  peace. 

3.  In  concluding  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  French  and 
Batavian  republics  at  the  close  of  the  present  war,  I  am  confi- 
dent that  your  Lordship  will  give  to  my  suggestions  whatever 
weight  may  be  justly  due  to  them,  and  that  if  the  result  of 
peace  should  restore  the  French  and  Dutch  to  their  settle- 
ments on  the  Continent  of  India,  your  Lordship  will  provide 
timely  regulations  to  preclude  the  inconveniencies  to  which  I 
have  solicited  your  notice. 

4.  It  will  probably  appear  to  your  Lordship  to  be  expedi- 
ent to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  passing  such  acts  of  Par- 
liament as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
any  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  administration  of  civil  and 
criminal  justice  to  French  subjects  in  India,  in  time  of  peace. 

•  See  Appendix. 
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5.  AD  the  questions  (excepting  that  which  relates  to  the 
administration  of  justice)  stated  for  your  Lordship's  con- 
sideration in  my  despatch  of  the  30th  of  June  must  be  de- 
termined by  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  and  by  the  result  of  such 
arrangements  as  may  be  concluded  with  the  French  and  Ba- 
tavian  republics  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

6.  The  course  of  events  in  India  within  the  last  three 
months  has,  however,  furnished  matter  of  serious  observation 
with  regard  to  the  views  of  France  in  India,  and  to  the  means 
by  which  a  formidable  French  interest  may  be  founded  among 
the  native  powers.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  construction 
adopted  in  England  of  the  convention  of  1787,  with  regard 
to  the  nature  of  the  French  establishments  in  India,  the  cir- 
cumstances which  attended  the  arrival  of  Monsieur  Binot  and 
of  Monsieur  De  Caen  at  Pondicherry,  together  with  the  gene- 
ral conduct  of  the  French  landed  at  Pondicherry,  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  have  evidently  demon- 
strated that  it  was  the  intention  of  France  to  establish  a  mili- 
tuy  and  political  power  in  India. 

7.  This  intention  will  appear  manifest  to  your  Lordship,  by 
referring  to  the  annexed  statement  of  the  establishment  formed 
by  the  French  Government  for  the  occupation  of  the  French 
settlements  on  the  Continent  of  India.*  This  establishment 
actually  departed  from  France  in  the  month  of  March,  1803, 
the  greater  part  of  it  is  now  r.t  the  isle  of  France,  under  the 
command  of  Monsieur  De  Caen,  and  the  remainder  has  been 
embarked  from  Madras  for  France,  under  the  command  of 
M.  Binot,  according  to  the  terms  granted  to  the  French,  who 
landed  at  Pondicherry  in  the  month  of  June. 

8.  Your  Lordship  vdll  observe  that  the  basis  of  the  French 
establishment  as  it  arrived  in  India,  was  absolutely  of  a  mili- 
tary description,  and  that  the  French  Government  actually 
appointed  for  the  service  of  India,  a  military  staff,  constructed 
upon  an  extensive  scale,  and  capable  of  furnishing  officers  for 
a  considerable  army.  The  intentions  of  the  French,  with  re- 
gard to  the  repidr  of  their  former  fortifications,  or  to  the  con- 
struction of  new  works,  were  not  declared,  but  the  nature  of 
the  establishment  which  arrived  in  India  leads  to  the  necessary 
inference  that  it  was  the  intention  of  France  to  avail  herself 

*  See  Appendix. 
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of  every  opportunity  to  strengthen  and  extend  her  tmlitary 
resources  and  power  in  India. 

9.  The  transfer  of  the  civil  and  military  government  of  the 
Camatic  to  the  hands  of  the  Company,  opposed  great  difficul- 
ties to  the  political  intrigues  of  the  French  who  arrived  under 
Monsieur  Binot,  and  these  difficulties  were  further  enhanced 
by  the  situation  in  which  that  division  of  the  French  troops 
was  placed,  under  the  doubtful  state  of  the  negotiations 
depending  between  his  Majesty  and  the  French  Govem- 
ment. 

10.  The  vigilance  of  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George, 
aided  by  these  advantages,  rendered  all  communicaticm  be- 
tween the  French  at  Pondicherry  and  the  native  powers  of 
India,  nearly  impracticable,  but  abundant  reason  exists  to 
justily  my  opinion  that  the  French  arrived  in  India  with  the 
most  hostile  spirit,  and  with  an  anxious  solicitude  to  avail 
thenuelves  of  every  opportunity  of  founding  among  the  native 
powers  a  system  of  political  intrigue,  and  ultimately  of  rival 
influence,  for  the  purpose  of  impairing  the  British  power  in 
this  quarter  of  the  globe. 

11.  From  the  information  which  has  reached  me,  I  enter- 
tun  no  doubt  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  have  spread  the  emissaries  of  political  intrigue  and 
military  adventure  throughout  all  the  native  courts  and  camps 
to  the  utmost  practicable  extent ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  all 
the  questions  supposed  in  my  despatch  of  the  20th  of  June 
would  have  arisen  immediately  upon  the  restitution  of  the 
French  settiements. 

IS.  In  order  to  afford  your  Lordship  an  opportunity  of 
forming  your  judgment  with  respect  to  the  political  and  mili- 
tary projects  entertained  by  the  French  who  arrived  in  India 
in  consequence  of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose  two  papers,  of  which  the  first  was  obtained  at  Pondi- 
cherry, by  Lieut.-Colonel  Cullen,  the  officer  appointed  to  con- 
duct the  restitutions  on  the  coast  of  CoromandeL  It  was  drawn 
up  by  Monsieur  Le  Febre,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  French 
service  at  Pondicherry,  who  accompanied  Monsieur  De  Caen 
to  India,  and  who  at  the  period  of  time  when  this  paper  was 
obtuned  by  Colonel  Cullen,  was  aid-de-camp  to  Monsieur  Bi- 
not. The  memoir  was  presented  to  the  First  Consul  of  the 
French  republic,  and  is  stated  by  Colonel  Cullen  to  have  been 
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coiuidered  at  Pondicherry  as  a  secret  paper,  and  to  have  been 
obtained  with  difiSculty.*  The  second  paper  was  addressed  to 
me  by  M.  MuUer,  who  states  that  he  held  the  rank  of  chef- 
de-brigade  in  the  French  army.  He  arrived  in  Calcutta  soon 
after  the  accounts  of  the  renewal  of  hostilities  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  reached  this  presidency.  Having  declared 
that  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  disclose  important  information 
to  this  Government  respecting  the  designs  of  France,  and  be- 
ing desired  to  communicate  that  information  in  writing,  be 
addressed  to  me  the  letter  which  I  have  now  the  honour  to 
enclose.f 

13.  Although  these  papers  contain  propositions  in  many 
respects  absurd  and  chimerical,  they  sufficiently  indicate  the 
spirit  of  those  who  composed  and  approved  them.  Even  the 
execution  of  some  of  these  projects  may  not  be  deemed  so 
visionary,  after  a  full  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  native 
armies,  as  it  might  appear  upon  the  first  view. 

14.  The  causes  and  events  of  the  contest  in  which  the  Bri- 
tish Govenunent  in  India  is  now  engaged  with  two  chieftains 
of  the  Mahratta  empire,  have  furnished  sufficient  proof  of  the 
formidable  power  which  may  be  raised  by  French  adventure, 
and  by  an  enterprizing  spirit  in  the  armies  and  dominions  of 
the  native  powers. 

15.  Your  Lordship's  attention  will  certainly  be  directed  to 
the  despatches  addressed  during  the  last  six  months  to  the 
Secret  Committee,  and  to  the  Court  of  Directors  by  the 
Governor-General  separately,  and  by  the  Governor-General 
in  council,  and  you  will  not  fail  to  notice  the  rapid  and  dan- 
gerous growth  of  the  military  resources  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
diah,  under  the  direction  of  Monsieur  Perron,  or  rather  the 
rapid  and  dangerous  growth  of  the  military  resources  of  the 
French  in  India,  under  the  nominal  authority  of  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah. 

16.  That  the  predatory  state  founded  by  Monsieur  Perron 
on  the  banks  of  the  Jumna  had  not  yet  to  my  knowledge  been 
formally  comiected  with  the  present  Government  of  France, 
will  not  be  deemed  by  your  Lordship's  judgment  a  circum- 
stance to  affect  my  view  of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  formation  and  growth  of  such  a  power  in  India. 

*  See  Appendix,  t  See  Appeiitlix. 
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That  power  was  fully  prepared  to  afford  efficient  and  cordial 
support  to  the  French  cause  in  India,  and  to  meet  tiie  pro- 
jects of  France  with  adequate  alacrity  and  zeal. 

17.  The  origin  and  progress  of  M.  Perron's  civil  and  mili- 
tary authority  are  indeed  to  be  ascribed  to  the  disorder  and 
confusion  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  to  the  weakness  and  cor- 
ruption of  the  councils  of  Scindiah,  and  to  the  decline  of  his 
real  interests  and  just  dominion.  The  chiefs  and  command- 
ers of  this  French  state  were  also  mere  military  adventurers, 
and  its  resources  were  derived  from  licentious  conquest  and 
boundless  depredation.  These  features  of  its  character  may 
not,  however,  appear  of  so  peculiar  a  nature  as  to  have  ren- 
dered it  altogether  unworthy  of  adoption  by  the  present  rulers 
of  France. 

18.  Your  Lordship  will  remark  with  reference  to  the  po- 
litical projects  of  France  in  India,  the  advantage  which  M. 
Perron  and  bis  band  of  French  adventurers  derived  from  the 
abuse  of  the  nominal  authority  of  the  unfortunate  emperor 
Shah  Aulum. 

19.  M.  Perron  had  obtained  the  exercise  of  sovereign  au- 
thority over  a  territorial  dominion,  of  which  the  annual  reve- 
nue amounted  to  nearly  two  millions  sterling,  and  he  had  ne- 
gotiated and  concluded  treaties  and  aUiances  with  several  of 
the  inferior  states  in  his  own  name. 

50.  These  circumstances,  combined  with  the  observations 
submitted  to  your  Lordship  in  my  despatch  of  the  30th  of 
June,  will  convey  to  you  my  serious  apprehension  of  the  dan- 
gers which  must  menace  the  British  interests  in  India  at  the 
restoration  of  peace  with  the  French  and  Batavian  republics, 
unless  an  efficacious  system  of  restraint  can  be  established  for 
the  purpose  of  limiting  their  political  and  military  power  in 
India. 

51.  In  contemplating  the  return  of  peace  with  France,  your 
Lordship  will  pardon  any  emotion  of  my  zeal  for  the  pros- 
perity of  interests  whicb  have  been  committed  to  my  charge 
for  so  many  years,  and  under  such  an  accumulation  of  diffi- 
culties and  dangers.  You  will  therefore  receive  with  indul- 
gence the  expression  of  my  ardent  hope  that  the  success  of 
his  Majesty's  arms  in  the  present  war  may  entirely  exclude 
the  French  and  Batavian  republics  from  any  possession  or 
settlement  upon  the  continent  of  India. 
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the  Continent  of  India  would  be  attended  with  advantages  to 
the  tranquillity  and  happiness  of  ou.r  native  subjects,  and  to 
the  vigour,  efficiency,  and  atabiUty  of  our  Grovernment  in  this 
vast  and  splendid  empire,  which  would  be  cheaply  pur- 
chased by  considerable  sacrifices  in  other  quarters  of  the 
globe. 

23.  The  importance  of  these  flourishing  possessions  to  the 
general  prosperity  of  bis  Majesty's  dominions,  is  now  suffici- 
ently appreciated.  And  the  British  empire  in  India  has  ac- 
quired a  degree  of  stability  which  cannot  be  shaken  by  France 
in  time  of  war,  while  our  military  establishments  shall  be 
m^tained  upon  an  adequate  scale  of  efficiency  and  vigour ; 
the  season  of  peace  with  France  will  be  more  dangerous  to 
the  British  interests  ui  India  than  that  of  war,  if  the  French 
be  permitted  to  return  to  the  contment  of  India,  with  any 
means  of  extending  their  territorial  possessions,  or  of  found- 
ing a  military  or  political  power. 

24.  It  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  adroit  the 
French  to  return  to  the  Continent  of  India  without  opening  to 
them  the  sources  of  rival  power.  No  restriction  can  be  im- 
posed which  can  frustrate  every  eflfbrt  of  the  restless  spirit  of 
French  intrigue  under  the  advantages  of  an  estabhshed  Go- 
vernment, and  with  the  privileges  which  must  be  attached  to 
such  an  establishment.  No  degree  of  vigilance  in  the  local 
government,  therefore,  nor  even  the  acknowledged  ascen- 
dancy of  the  British  influence  can  entirely  exempt  us  from 
disturbance  and  danger,  if  the  French  Government  be  re- 
stored to  a  fixed  settlement  on  the  Continent  of  India. 

25.  The  Batavian  repubhc,  and  consequently  the  Dutch 
interests  in  India  are  now  considered  to  be  subject  to  France : 
if  any  alteration  should  be  accomplished  in  the  relations  be- 
tween France  and  Holland,  the  nature  of  that  change  will 
regulate  the  degree  of  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  Uie 
return  of  the  Dutch  Government  to  the  Continent  of  India. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wbllbslby. 
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LieuL-General  Lake  la  the  Uarqaeu  /f^elletley. 

My  Lord,  Gwop.  PkbuMr,  Not.  24tb,  1803. 

I  have  been  made  extremely  happy  that  your  Lordship 
approved  my  despatch  to  the  Duke  of  York,*  and  feel  much 
gratified  by  your  allowing  my  aid-de-camp.  Major  KicolsoD, 
to  carry  over  your  despatches  to  England,  and  for  soiding 
him  in  the  packet  Believe  me,  my  Lord,  I  cannot  suffi- 
ciently express  how  sensible  I  am  of  your  attention  to  me 
upon  all  occasions,  and  have  only  to  assure  you  that  nothing 
shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  carry  into  efiect  every  wish 
and  plan  of  yours. 

I  congratulate  you  most  sincerely  on  the  capture  of  Boor- 
haunpoor,  and  I  think  from  the  report  I  have  just  received  by 
the  way  of  Jeypoor,  that  the  fort  of  Assyghur  fell  on  the  25th 
or  26th  of  October  into  the  hands  of  the  British,  at  which  I 
rejoice  most  heartily.  The  embassadors  of  Jeypoor  will, 
without  doubt,  arrive  in  my  camp  to-morrow,  and  I  trust  the 
negotiation  will  turn  out  to  your  Lordship's  satisfaction. 
Arabajee's  principal  man  I  expect  in  a  day  or  two,  whose 
impatience  to  get  to  me,  makes  roe  think  hie  master  is' 
in  earnest,  and  will  come  to  the  terms.  If  my  conjecture  is 
right,  I  shall  feet  much  at  liberty,  as  I  can  then  have  nothing 
to  do  but  watch  the  different  turns  of  Holkar,  whose  conduct 
appears  so  uncertain  that  I  cannot  help  looking  at  him  with 
a  jealous  eye.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  he  has 
settled  the  contribution  of  Odypore  for  40  lacs  of  rupees, 
from  which  sum  is  to  be  deducted  the  money  already  taken 
from  the  Ranah's  country,  as  well  as  a  compensation  for  the 
damage  done  to  the  several  villages,  ten  lacs  to  be  given  im- 
mediately in  ready  money,  the  remainder  to  be  paid  by  instal* 
ments.  Kbundeh  Row  his  vakeel  arrived  at  Jeypoor  on  the 
18th  instant,  and  had  an  audience,  in  which  he  delivered  his 
letters,  enforcing  at  the  same  time  the  immediate  necessity  of 
complying  with  the  substance  of  them,  and  entreated  the 
Rajah  as  an  Hindoo  to  reflect  on  the  fatal  consequences  that 
must  result  to  the  religion  should  the  British  become  masters. 

•  See  Appendix. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1803.  THE  MARQUESS  WELLE8LEY.  471 

The  Rajah  referred  him  to  the  ministers,  who,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Sumboo  Row  Sing,  gave  him  encouragement  that 
bis  negotiation  should  be  amicably  settled.  Such  is  my  in- 
formation. Sumboo  Row  Sing  is  the  only  respectable  man  in 
the  Durbar,  and  has  great  weight  I  understand  among  the 
Rajpoot  chiefs,  and  is,  I  believe,  much  inclined  to  the  Bri- 
tish Government.  I  find  the  ministers  are  seriously  alarmed, 
and  wish  for  an  alliance,  but  these  people  are  in  general  so 
dilatory,  and  have  so  little  energy,  and  by  all  accounts  so 
little  sincerity,  that  if  fear  don't  operate  most  forcibly,  which 
I  think  it  will,  the  negotiation  may  be  some  time  pending, 
but  you  may  rest  assured  they  shall  not  he  suffered  to  pro- 
crastinate matters  long,  as  I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
to  bring  tbem  to  a  hasty  conclusion. 

I  cannot  reconcile  the  conduct  of  Holkar,  for  if  he  had 
intended  hostile  measures  against  the  British  Government, 
he  might  have  annoyed  me  most  seriously,  and  made  my  ap- 
proach to  Agra  very  difficult  by  joining  the  battalions  that 
had  arrived  under  Duderneg  and  Louia,  instead  of  which  he 
has  waited  tiU  the  whole  of  these  are  destroyed,  one  may  say 
annihilated,  and  then  talks  of  oversetting  the  British.  I  can 
scarcely  believe  it  possible  such  an  idea  could  have  entered 
into  bis  head,  for  by  all  accounts  he  is  a  shrewd,  sensible 
man,  with  an  extraordinary  firm  mind,  and  supposed  to  be 
ever  watchful,  and  ready  to  seize  a  good  opportunity  for  car- 
rying hia  plans  into  effect ;  should  he  therefore  be  the  man, 
as  represented,  he  surely  cannot  have  any  intention  to  attack 
us  when  we  have  the  entire  possession  of  Hindostan,  the 
strong  fortress  of  Agra,  and  very  many  chieftains  on  this  side 
India  entirely  with  us.  It  is  altogether  incomprehensible. 
I  think  it  not  improbable  that  his  plan  may  be  to  frighten 
these  timid  people  at  Jeypoor  into  giving  him  a  sum  of  money, 
which  they  might  be  fooUsh  enough  to  do,  to  prevent  his 
coming  nearer  them;  however,  I  must  endeavour  to  keep 
them  from  adopting  such  a  measure,  and  shall  hope  to  give 
you  a  favourable  account  of  my  conference  with  these  people 
to-morrow. 

I  am  happy  to  say  my  son  is  going  on  extremely  well,  and 
has  quitted  Ms  bed  this  day  for  a  chair,  and  suffers  no  incon- 
venience but  from  the  stiffness  of  the  joint,  which  I  trust  will 
in  time  wear  off,  and  give  him  the  free  use  of  his  limb ;  of 
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course  that  must  be  awork  of  some  time,  and  I  muit  be  truly 
grateful  to  the  Almighty  for  hia  miraculouB  eacape. 

I  grow  most  impatient  for  letters  from  Eogland,  aa  I  think 
we  may  expect  answers  to  those  that  were  sent  with  your 
brother. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord, 
with  every  sentiment  of  gratitude  and  esteem, 
your  faithful  and  attached  servant, 

G.  Lake. 


No.  CXLIIl. 
The  Hon.  Mtgor-Generat  fTelUiley  to  the  Marquett  fFelleilry. 

Camp  at  Parierly,  No?.  30tb,  1803. 
My  Lord,  [Received  Dec.  23d,  1803.J 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  attacked  the  armies 
of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  yesterday 
afternoon,  on  the  plains  of  Argaum  in  this  neighbourhood, 
with  the  division  of  the  army  under  my  immediate  command, 
and  the  subsidiary  force  serving  with  the  Soubah  of  the 
Deccan,  under  Colonel  Stevenson,  and  completely  defeated 
the  enemy,  having  taken  from  them  their  cannon,  ammunition, 
&c.  &c.,  and  destroyed  vast  numbers  of  them. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  loss  which  I  have  sus- 
tained upon  this  occasion  has  not  been  great.  No  officer  has 
been  killed,  and  but  few  wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  faithful  humble  servant, 

Arthur  WBLLKSUtv. 


No.  CXUV. 

7»e  Hon.  M<0or-Geaeral  ffeUetlep  to  the  Marquett  fFelletley. 

Cunp  M  Pkmrir,  No*.  30th,  tS03. 
My  Lord,  [Received  Dec.  26th,  1803.] 

Having  found  that  the  Rajah  of  Berar  was  moving  towards 
his  own  territories,  that  the  body  of  troops  be  had  with  htm 
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was  but  ttnall,  sod  decreasing  in  numbers  daily,  and  not 
likely  to  do  much  mischief  to  the  territories  of  the  Soubah 
of  the  Deccan,  1  descended  the  Ghauta  by  Rajoora*  on  the 
Sindpauna  in  order  to  support  and  cover  Colonel  Sterenson's 
operations  agunst  Gawii-ghur  in  Berar. 

Colonel  Stevenson  had  equipped  his  corps  at  Asseer-Gbur 
for  the  siege  of  that  fort,  and  had  marched  to  Ballapore, 
where  be  was  joined  on  the  S4tb  by  the  Brinjarries,  and  other 
supplies  which  had  been  saved  from  the  enemy  by  Captain 
Baynes's  affair  at  Amber ;  and  be  inarched  forward  on  the 
26th. 

Your  Excellency  has  been  informed,  that  on  the  23d.  I  had 
consented  to  a  suspensJon  of  hostilities  with  the  troops  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  in  this  quarter  and  Guzerat  The 
condition  on  which  this  agreement  depended,  viz.  that  Scin- 
diah should  occupy  a  position  twenty  coss  to  the  east  of 
Elichpour  bad  not  been  carried  into  execution;  and  Scindiah 
was  encamped  at  Sersooly,  about  four  miles  trom  the  camp  of 
Munnoo  Bappoo,f  which  was  at  this  place.  The  army  of 
the  former  consisted  only  of  cavalry ;  that  of  the  latter  was 
cavalry,  a  great  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  Ragojee  Bhooslah's 
regular  infantry,  and  a  large  proportion  of  artillery. 

In  the  course  of  the  28tb,  the  vakeels  from  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  urgently  pressed  me  not  to  attack  these  troops ; 
but  I  informed  them  repeatedly,  that  there  was  no  suspension 
of  arms  with  Ragojee  Bhooslah ;  and  none  with  Scindiah  Ull 
be  should  comply  with  the  terms  of  his  agreement :  and  that 
1  should  certiunly  attack  the  enemies  of  the  Company  wher- 
ever I  should  find  them. 

Colonel  Stevenson's  division  and  mine  both  marched  to 
this  place  yesterday ;  the  Colonel  having  with  great  prudence 
and  propriety  halted  on  the  38th  at  Hattee  Andorah,  to  ena- 
ble me  to  co-operate  in  the  attack  of  the  enemy.  We  found 
on  our  arrival  that  the  armies  of  both  chiefs  bad  decamped ; 
and  I  could  perceive,  firom  a  tower  in  Parterly,  a  conAised 
mass,  about  two  miles  beyond  Sersooly  and  Scindiah's  old 
camp,  which  I  concluded  to  be  their  armies  in  march. 


*  Rtyoora  is  id  latitude  19.8  N.,  aod  loDgilude  76.19  E.,  situated  od  the 
Bmsll  river  Sindpauna  near  it«  confluence  with  the  Oodarery. 
t  Brother  to  the  Ra^ab  of  Berar. 
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The  troops  had  marched  a  great  distance  on  a  very  hot 
day,  and  therefore  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  pursue  theni, 
but  shortly  after  our  arrival  here,  bodies  of  horse  appeared 
in  our  front,  with  which  the  Mysore  horse  skinnished  during 
a  part  of  the  day ;  and  when  I  went  out  to  push  forward  Ae 
picquets  of  the  infentry,  to  support  the  Mysore  cavah^,  and 
to  take  up  the  ground  of  our  encampment,  I  could  perceive 
dbdnctly  a  long  line  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  regu- 
larly drawn  up  on  the  plains  of  Argaum,  immediately  in  front 
of  that  village,  and  about  six  miles  frx)m  this  place,  at  which 
I  intended  to  encamp. 

Although  late  io  die  day,  I  immediately  determined  to  at- 
tack thb  army.  Accordingly  I  marched  on  in  one  column, 
the  British  cavalry  leading,  in  a  direcdon  nearly  parallel  to 
that  of  the  enemy's  Une ;  covering  the  rear  and  left  by  the 
Mogul  and  Mysore  cavalry. 

The  enemy's  infantry  and  guns  were  in  the  left  of  their 
centre,  with  a  body  of  cavalry  on  their  left.  Scindiah's  army, 
consisting  of  one  very  heavy  body  of  cavalry,  was  in  the  right, 
having  upon  its  right  a  body  of  Pindaries  and  other  light 
troops.  Their  line  extended  above  five  miles,  having  in  their 
rear  the  village  and  extensive  gardens  and  enclosures  of 
Argaum,  and  in  their  front  a  plain,  which  however  was  much 
cut  by  water-courses,  &c.  &c. 

I  formed  the  army  in  two  lines :  the  infantry  in  the  first, 
the  cavalry  in  the  second,  and  supporting  the  right ;  and  the 
Mogul  and  Mysore  cavalry  the  lef^  nearly  paraUel  to  that  of 
the  enemy ;  with  the  right  rather  advanced  to  press  upon  the 
enemy's  left.  Some  little  time  elapsed  before  the  lines  could 
be  formed,  owing  to  a  part  of  the  infantry  of  my  division 
which  led  the  column  having  got  into  some  confusion.  When 
formed,  the  whole  advanced  in  the  greatest  order ;  the  74th 
and  78th  regiments  were  attacked  by  a  large  body  (supposed 
to  be  Pathdnt)  and  all  these  were  destroyed.  Scindiah's 
cavalry  charged  the  1st  battalion  6th  regiment,  which  was  on 
the  left  of  our  line,  and  were  repulsed ;  and  the  whole  line 
retired  in  disorder  before  our  troops,  leaving  in  our  hands 
thirty-eight  pieces  of  cannon  and  all  their  ammunition. 

The  British  cavalry  then  pursued  them  for  several  miles, 
and  destroyed  great  numbers,  and  took  many  elephants  and 
camels,  and  much  baggage.    The  Mogul  and  Mysore  cavalry 
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also  pursued  the  fugitives,  aad  did  them  great  mischief 
Some  of  the  latter  are  still  following  them ;  and  I  have  sent 
out  this  morning  all  of  the  Mysore,  Mogul,  and  Mahratta 
cavalry,  in  order  to  secure  as  many  advantages  from  this 
victory  as  can  be  giuned,  and  complete  the  enemy's  confu- 
sion. 

For  the  reasons  stated  in  the  commencement  of  this  letter, 
the  action  did  not  begin  till  late  in  the  day,  and,  unfortu- 
nately, sufficient  day-light  did  not  remain  to  do  all  that  I 
could  have  wished ;  but  the  cavalry  coatinued  their  pursuit 
by  moon-light,  and  all  the  troops  were  under  arms  till  a  late 
hour  in  the  night. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  return  of  our  loss  in  this 
action.*  The  troops  conducted  themselves  with  their  usual 
bravery.  The  74th  and  78th  regiments  had  a  particular  op- 
portunity of  distinguishing  themselves,  and  have  deserved 
and  received  my  thanks.  I  am  also  much  indebted  to  Colonel 
Stevenson,  for  the  advice  and  assistance  I  received  from  him ; 
to  the  honourable  Lieut.-CoIonel  St.  Leger  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  led  on  the  British  cavalry ;  and  to  Lieut-'ColoneU 
Wallace,  Adams  (who  commanded  Lieut.-Colonel  Harness's 
brigade,  the  latter  being  absent  on  account  of  severe  indis- 
position), HaUburton,  Macleane,  Pogson,  and  Major  Huddle- 
stone,  who  commanded  brigades  of  cavalry  and  infantry ;  to 
Major  Campbell  commanding  the  94th  regiment ;  to  Capttun 
Beauman  commanding  the  artillery  with  the  division  under 
my  immediate  command ;  to  Captain  Burke  commanding  the 
artillery  with  the  subsidiary  force ;  and  to  the  officers  of 
the  staff  with  my  division,  and  belonging  to  the  subsidiary 
force. 

I  have  also  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  the  Mogul 
cavalry  under  Salabut  Khan,  and  the  Mysore  cavalry  under 
Bistnapah  Pundit,  distinguished  themselves.  The  former 
took  a  standard  from  Si»ndiah's  troops. 

The  Mahratta  cavalry  were  not  engaged,  as  the  person 
who  went  to  them  with  orders,  missed  his  road.  Amrut  Rao 
was  not  in  the  action,  as  he  had  encamped  some  distance  in 
my  rear  on  the  38th,  and  he  could  not  march  the  whole  dis- 


*  Sec  Appendix. 
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tance  to  Parterly  yesterday  monung ;  but  be  sent  for  orden 
as  soon  as  he  heard  that  I  intended  to  attack  the  enemy. 

I  propose  to  march  to-morrow  towards  Gawil-ghuri  and  I 
shall  lose  no  time  in  attacking  that  place. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  faithftil  bumble  servant, 
Arthur  Wblleslby. 


Tke  Marguett  WelUtleg  to  Lord  Hobart. 

(Official  and  Secret.) 

My  Lord,  Fort  William,  Nov.  30th,  1803. 

1.  Although  the  control  of  the  Government  of  Ceylon  is 
no  longer  in  the  hands  of  the  GovemoT-General  in  council, 
that  island  having  been  rendered  independent  of  the  Com- 
pany's authority  on  the  1st  of  January  1809,  I  deem  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  a  statement  of  my  conduct 
with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  Ceylon. 

2.  The  causes  of  the  existing  war  in  Ceylon  having  been 
officially  announced  in  a  declaration  published  by  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  of  Ceylon  at  Colombo,  on  the  S9th  of 
January  1803,  which  must  have  reached  your  Lordship, 
together  with  every  information  necessary  to  explain  that 
document,  it  would  be  superfluous  to  enter  into  any  consider- 
ation  of  the  origin  of  hostilities  with  the  King  of  Candi ;  nor 
do  I  conceive  myself  to  be  either  authorized  or  required  in 
my  official  capacity  to  pass  any  judgment  upon  the  justice 
or  necessity  of  that  war. 

3.  My  knowledge  of  the  ability,  integrity  and  pubhc  zeal 
of  Mr.  North  induces  me  to  conclude  that  tlie  war  originated 
injustice  and  necessity;  but  my  entire  ignorance  of  tbe  par- 
ticular causes  and  motives  of  the  war  beyond  the  facts  stated 
in  the  declaration,  would  render  me  unable  to  offer  any 
opinion  upon  the  subject,  even  if  the  relative  situation  of  tbe  * 
two  Governments  had  not  suggested  tbe  propriety  of  my 
silence.  It  appears  to  me  however  to  be  requisite  to  request 
your  Lordship's  attention  to  a  letter  from  the  Governor- 
General  in  council  to  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  under  date  the 
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SSth  of  May  1800,  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  annex  an 
abstract  for  the  purpose  of  apprizing  your  Lordship  of  the 
general  sentiments  of  the  GoTemor-Genera)  in  council,  with 
relation  to  the  course  of  policy  to  be  observed  in  Cpylon. 

4.  It  b  further  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that 
the  first  intimation  public  or  private,  which  I  received  relative 
to  the  war  in  Ceylon  was  derived  from  the  accidental  perusal 
of  the  Ceylon  Gazette  of  the  ^9th  of  January  1803,  contain- 
ing his  Excellency  the  Governor's  declaration.  Previously 
to  that  time  I  had  received  no  notificatioD  official  or  private, 
of  the  approach  or  prospect  of  hostilities  in  Ceylon. 

5.  On  the  3d  of  March  1803,  the  Governor-General  in 
council  received  a  despatch  from  the  Governor  of  Ceylon, 
under  date  the  5th  of  February  1803,  stating  that  "it  was 
impossible  for  Mr.  North  to  reduce  within  the  bounds  which 
he  bad  intended,  the  pecuniary  assistance  which  Mr.  North 
must  soUcit  from  the  Governor-General  in  council  for  the 
month  of  February,  and  that  for  that  month  at  least,"  Mr. 
North  apprehended  "  be  could  not  avoid  doubling  the  sum 
of  ^,000  to  which  he  ought  to  have  restricted  his  drafts  on 
the  treasury"  at  Fort  William.  Together  with  this  despatch, 
Mr.  North  transmitted  to  the  Governor-General  in  council 
copiea  of  his  letter  to  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George,  of 
the  30th  January  1803 ;  of  his  Excellency's  declaration  pub- 
lished at  Colombo,  on  the  29th  of  January  1803 ;  of  Articles 
of  Convention  proposed  to  the  King  of  Candi ;  and  of  his 
Excellency's  instructions  to  Major-General  Mac  Douall. 

6.  The  encrease  of  the  drafts  on  the  supreme  Govern- 
ment of  India,  is  stated  by  Mr,  North  to  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  war  in  which  the  Government  of  Ceylon 
was  engaged  at  that  period  of  time  with  the  King  of  Candi, 
and  Mr.  North's  letter  of  the  5th  of  February  1803,  received 
on  the  3d  of  March  1808,  was  the  first  official  or  private 
intimation  which  the  Governor-General  received  from  the 
Government  of  Ceylon  of  the  prospect,  causes,  or  existence 
of  hostihties  in  that  island. 

7.  In  the  letter  to  Lord  Clive  of  the  30th  of  January  1803, 
of  which  a  copy  was  transmitted  to  me  on  the  6th  of  February, 
and  received  on  the  3d  of  March,  Mr.  North  states  his  hope 
that  "  he  shall  not  have  occasion  to  trouble  Lord  Clive  for 
any  troops,  unless  the  Government  of  Ceylon   should   be 


Digitized  by  Google 


478  THE  MARQUESS  WELLB8LBY  TO  NoT. 

obliged  to  make  a  second  campaign,  which,  considering  his 
present  force,  the  moderation  of  his  views,  and  the  dispou- 
tion  of  the  principal  head  men ;  and  the  people  in  general  in 
the  Candian  territories,  (who  were  desirous  of  co-operating 
with  the  BritiBh  troops,  or  at  least  of  not  acting  against  them) 
Mr.  North  trusted  was  not  probable. 

S.  It  is  no  part  of  my  duty  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  my 
sentiments  either  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  war  in 
Ceylon,  or  to  the  negotiations  and  treaties  in  which  the  first 
campaign  appeared  to  have  terminated,  and  your  Lordship 
must  have  received  ample  detuls  relative  to  those  transactions 
from  the  Governor  of  Ceylon. 

9.  On  the  14th  of  May,  I  received  a  despatch  from  Mr. 
North  under  date  the  19th  of  April,  in  which  (adverting  to 
the  possibility  of  a  renewal  of  hostilities  having  taken  place 
in  Europe,  and  to  the  diminution  of  the  strength  of  the  gar- 
rison of  Trincomale,  in  consequence  of  the  garrisons  and 
detachments  stationed  in  the  town  and  territory  of  Candi, 
and  of  a  severe  sickness  which  had  prevailed  in  the  island) 
Mr.  North  expresses  a  wish  that  I  should  despatch  a  rein- 
forcement to  the  garrison  of  Trincomale. 

10.  At  this  period  of  time  the  expected  reinforcements  of 
engineers  and  artillery  from  Europe  had  not  reached  the 
island  of  Ceylon,  and  Mr.  North  particularly  states  his  hope 
that  the  favourable  state  of  affairs  in  the  interior  of  the 
island,  combined  with  the  diminution  of  the  sickness  which 
had  lately  prevailed  throughout  the  country,  would  enable 
him  to  apply  almost  all  the  military  force  under  his  govern- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  repelling  any  external  attack. 

11.  At  the  period  of  time  when  I  received  Mr.  North's 
despatch  of  the  19th  of  April  1803,  the  state  of  the  season 
prevented  the  embarkation  of  troops  from  Bengal  to  Ceylon : 
nor  did  the  state  of  intelligence  from  England  then  justify  an 
expectation  of  a  renewal  of  the  war  with  France,  your 
Lordship's  instructions  of  the  16th  of  November,  having 
reached  me  on  the  8th  of  May. 

13.  On  the  5th  of  June  I  received  from  Mr.  North  a  des- 
patch under  date  the  9th  of  May  1803,  announcing  the  "  very 
great  probability  of  a  speedy  termination  of  the  war  in  the 
Island  of  Ceylon,  together  with  the  permanent  acquisition  of 
considerable  advantages  to  the  British  Government"    Mr. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1803.  LORD  HOBART.  479 

North  transmitted  to  me  at  the  same  time  a  copy  of  bis  des- 
patch to  your  Lordship  of  the  4th  of  May  1803,  together  with 
its  enclosure,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  to  me  the  full 
detwl  of  his  proceedings. 

13.  In  Mr.  North's  despatch  to  me  of  the  9th  of  May,  of 
which  a  copy  is  enclosed  for  your  Lordship's  information, 
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probability  of  a  renewal  of  the  war  with  France,  was  not  of  a 
nature  to  require  me  to  hazard  the  embaikadon  of  wtdTe 
troops  for  the  relief  of  Trincomale  irom  Bengal,  at  the  most 
unfavourable  season  of  the  year.  The  same  motives  dis- 
suaded me  from  issuing  orders  to  the  Govemmenta  of  Fort 
St.  George  or  Bombay,  for  embarking  native  troops  for  th« 
relief  of  Trincomale,  and  it  also  appeared  to  me  that  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  if  a  renewal  of  hostilities 
with  France  should  occur,  the  garrison  of  Trincomale  might 
be  relieved  with  as  much  expedition  from  Bengal  as  from 
either  of  the  other  Presidencies. 

IS,  On  the  5th  of  June  1803,  your  Lordship's  instructions 
of  the  16th  of  November  1802,  continued  in  iiill  force  in 
India,  and  until  authentic  intelUgence  had  convinced  me  that 
a  change  bad  taken  place  in  the  favourable  state  of  affairs 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  Republic  of  France,  indicated 
by  the  tenor  of  your  Lordship's  instructions,  I  could  not  con- 
sider the  early  renewal  of  hostilities  with  France  to  be  an 
event  so  probable,  as  to  justify  any  diversion  of  the  troops 
irom  any  of  the  Presidencies  for  the  sole  purpose  of  resisting 
an  attack  from  the  French. 

19.  I  therefore  determined  to  await  the  course  of  events, 
expecting  that  even  in  the  course  of  a  renewal  of  hostilities 
with  France,  the  French  would  not  be  enabled  to  make  any 
attack  upon  the  garrison  of  Trincomale  before  that  pkce 
could  be  relieved  either  from  Bengal  or  Fort  St.  George. 

go.  On  the  SJ8th  of  July  1803, 1  received  from  Mr.  Nortfe 
a  despatch  under  date  the  gd  of  July,  communicating  to  me 
"  the  afBicting  intelligence"  of  the  violation  by  the  Candians 
t>f  the  truce  concluded  with  the  Candian  GovemmeDt,  and  of 
the  melancholy  events  which  ensued. 

SI.  As  your  Lordship  must  be  in  possession  of  every  docu- 
ment connected  with  those  lamentable  transactions,  I  shaU 
offer  no  observation  upon  them. 

SSf.  On  the  ^th  of  July,  a  detachment  of  his  Majesty's 
lOtb  regiment  amounting  to  2S2  rank  and  file,  embarked  by 
my  direction  from  Fort  William  with  orders  to  proceed  to 
Fort  St.  George.  The  Governor  in  council  of  Fort  St. 
George  was  at  the  same  time  instructed  in  the  event  of  the 
services  of  the  detachment  not  being  required  at  Fort  Su 
George  to  direct  it  to  proceed  to  Trincomale.   The  Governor 
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in  council  accordingly  ordered  the  detachment  to  proceed  to 
Trincomal^,  at  which  port  it  arrived  on  the  @d  of  October. 

23.  On  the  29lh  of  July,  atthougb  my  orders  had  been 
issued  for  augmenting  the  native  corps  to  a  war  establish- 
ment, those  orders  had  not  yet  taken  such  effect  as  to  enable 
me  to  detach  a  corps  of  native  troops  from  Bengal,  without 
impairing  our  means  of  meeting  the  existing  crisis  of  affairs 
with  the  Mahratta  chieftains. 

^.  Your  Lordship  is  apprized  of  the  danger  of  attempt- 
ing  to  embark  native  troops  from  Bengal,  unless  they  may 
have  enlisted  under  express  conditions  for  that  purpose,  or 
may  have  ofiered  their  voluntary  services.  It  was  therefore 
impracticable  consistently  with  the  demands  for  the  service 
against  the  Mahrattas  to  embark  any  detachment  for  Ceylon, 
until  a  corps  of  volunteers  could  be  completed  beyond  the 
extent  of  the  force  required  for  the  prosecution  of  operations 
against  the  Mahrattas. 

SS,  The  season  also  continued  to  be  unfavourable  for  the 
voyage,  and  the  detachment  of  the  lOlli  regiment  which  em- 
barked at  Fort  William  on  the  29th  of  July,  did  not  arrive 
at  Fort  St.  George  until  the  end  of  September,  and  at  Trin- 
comate  until  the  2d  of  October. 

26.  I  accordingly  determined  to  embark  a  corps  of  native 
troops  in  addition  to  the  detachment  of  the  10th  regiment  as 
soon  as  such  a  corps  could  be  spared,  and  as  the  immediate 
service  against  the  Mahrattas  would  admit  of  such  a  detach- 
ment, expecting  that  this  detachment  from  the  more  favour- 
able state  of  the  advancing  season,  would  arrive  at  Trinco- 
mate  nearly  as  soon  as  the  detachment  of  the  10th  regiment. 

27.  Accordingly  on  the  I  issued  orders  to  the 
officer  commanding  the  expedition  against  the  Province  of 
Cuttack,  to  embark  a  detachment  of  the  native  troops  under 
hie  command  as  soon  as  circumstances  would  admit,  for  the 
purpose  of  proceeding  to  the  Island  of  Ceylon,  and  in  con- 
formity to  those  orders  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harcourt  on  the 
28th  of  September  detached  from  the  Province  of  Cuttack 
500  Bengal  volunteers  with  cannon,  and  a  large  proportion 
of  stores  and  ammunition.  This  detachment  was  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Fort  St,  George,  and  eventually  to  Triocomale, 
according  to  the  orders  which  the  officer  commanding  the 
detachment  of  volunteers  might  receive  from  the  Government 
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of  Fort  St.  George.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harcourt  at  the 
same  time  in  conformity  to  the  tenor  of  my  ojriginal  orders 
recommended  to  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George,  to 
order  the  detachment  of  Bengal  volunteers  to  proceed  to 
Trincomale,  and  I  ako  intimated  my  desire  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Fort  St.  George,  that  the  Bengal  volunteers  should 
be  directed  to  proceed  to  Trincomale,  unless  absolutely  re- 
quired for  the  service  of  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George. 

28.  The  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  accordingly 
ordered  the  detachment  of  Bengal  volunteers  to  proceed  to 
Trincomal^  and  the  detachment  sailed  from  Madras  for 
Trincomale  on  the  15th  of  October. 

S9.  In  addition  to  this  re-inforcement,  the  Government  of 
Fort  St  George  has  detached  two  companies  of  his  Majesty's 
34th  regiment  to  Trincomale,  for  the  purpose  of  strengthen- 
ing the  European  force  on  the  Island  of  Ceylon.*  I  have 
also  directed  a  detachment  of  300  Madras  sepoys  (who 
were  returning  from  the  Moluccas,  and  unable  to  reach 
Fort  St.  George  by  sea,  on  account  of  the  north-east  mon- 
soon) to  proceed  to  Trincomale,  and  to  remain  there  until 
orders  shall  be  received  from  the  Government  of  Fort  St. 
George. 

30.  If '  circumstances  should  appear  to  require  a  further 
-  re-inforcement  of  the  native  troops  on  the  Island  of  Ceylon, 

I  ehall  be  prepared  to  fiimisb  an  additional  corps  of  volun- 
teers as  the  season  shall  advance.  In  the  meanwhile  I  have 
not  hitherto  entertained  any  apprehension  of  an  attack  from 
the  French  upon  the  Island  of  Ceylon ;  the  amount,  condition, 
and  station  of  the  French  force  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe 
since  the  renewal  of  hostilities  with  France,  having  appeared 
to  me  to  render  an  attack  from  that  force  upon  the  Island  of 
Ceylon  utterly  impracticabte. 

31.  The  actual  state  of  the  French  force  at  the  Mauritius, 
together  with  that  of  the  Batavian  Republic  in  the  eastern 
seas,  does  not  ^pear  at  present  to  menace  any  early  attempt 
against  any  of  the  British  possessions  in  India,  and  recent 

■  Total  re4nforcemMts  lo  Ceylon  tnta  the  29th  of  Jul;  to  tb«  9lk  of 
November  1803  —Detachment  of  UU  M^feity't  10th  Kfhncnt,  283 )  de- 
tachment of  Hii  M^estjr'i  34th  repmeot,  1^7 ;  Bengft)  volnateen,  £00{ 
M>draaMpoya,300. 
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accounts  tVotn  the  Island  of  Ceylon  (as  stated  in  the  Ceylon 
Gazettes  no  official  advices  having  been  received  by  me  from 
the  Government  of  Ceylon  since  )  announce  a 

favourable  change  in  the  intemat  state  of  that  island. 

3S.  Your  Lordship  must  be  aware  of  the  extreme  difficulty 
of  allotting  a  latter  portion  of  European  troops  from  the 
continent  of  India  for  the  service  of  Ceylon,  in  the  present 
incomplete  state  of  bis  Majesty's  regiments  in  India ;  but  you 
may  rely  on  my  anxious  endeavours  to  muntun  the  force  at 
Ceylon  in  the  most  respectable  condition  compatible  with  the 
state  of  our  military  establishments,  and  with  the  indispensa- 
ble exigencieB  of  the  service  on  the  continent  of  India. 

33.  At  the  same  time  it  is  my  duty  to  apprize  your  Lord- 
ship, that  I  concur  in  the  justice  of  the  opinions  given  by 
Lieutenant-general  Stuart,  and  Major-General  Mac  Douall 
(which  must  have  reached  your  Lordship)  that  the  military 
establishment  allotted  for  Ceylon  is  not  suffiuent  for  the  pro- 
tection of  that  island  in  time  of  war  with  France  and  Holland, 
if  the  actual  condition  of  those  powers  should  furiush  them 
with  the  means  of  attacking  Ceylon.  The  state  of  the  forti- 
fications of  the  bland  also  requires  your  Lordship's  attention, 
especially  of  the  works  at  Trincomal^ ;  and  I  have  Received 
the  strongest  complaints  of  the  defective  state  of  the  buildings 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops. 

54.  In  submitting  these  drcumstances  to  your  Iiordship's 
consideration,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  impute  blame  to  the 
present  Governor  of  Ceylon  ;  for  whom  I  entertun  the  most 
sincere  esteem  and  regard.  The  entire  separation  of  the  . 
government  of  that  island  from  the  control  of  the  general 
government  of  India,  exempted  bis  Excellency  from  the 
necessity  of  receiving  my  sentiments  previously  to  the  conclu- 
sion of  treaties  with  the  King  of  Candi,  or  to  the  commence- 
ment of  war,  and  it  may  justly  have  appeared  superfluous  to 
his  Excellency  to  resort  in  any  degree  to  a  power,  which  had 
recently  been  divested  of  all  authority  over  Ceylon,  and  which 
could  not  be  responsible  for  any  act  of  the  government  of  that 
island. 

55.  The  state  of  the  nulitary  establishments,  fortifications, 
barracks  and  cantonments,  on  the  island,  is  not  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  who  I  sincerely  believe  has 
omitted  no  endeavours  to  strengthen  the  nuUtary  defences  of 
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the  island)  by  a  diligent  and  judicious  use  of  the   limited 
means  which  he  possessed. 

36.  The  events  however  which  have  passed  in  Ceylon, 
have  occasioned  serious  reflectionB  in  my  mind  with  regard  to 
the  security  of  that  valuable  possession,  and  to  the  operation 
of  the  present  constitutioD  of  its  government  upon  the  gene- 
ral interests  of  the  British  empire  in  India. 

37.  The  separation  of  the  government  of  Ceylon  from  the 
control  of  the  general  government  of  India,  always  appeared 
to  me  to  be  a  measure  of  the  utmost  danger  to  this  empire. 
Accordingly  at  an  early  period  of  time,  I  submitted  my  opinion 
upon  the  subject  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  the  affairs  of  India  in  a  secret  letter  dated  lOth 
of  May  1801,  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy 
for  your  Lordship's  information, 

38.  The  separation  of  Ceylon  from  the  Government-Gene- 
ral, was  however  deemed  advisable;  and  the  consequences 
which  have  resulted  from  that  measure  appear  to  me  to  have 
confirmed  the  justice  of  those  apprehensions  which  I  ex- 
pressed in  my  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners in  May  ISOl. 

39.  Under  the  new  constitution,  treaties  have  been  con- 
cluded, and  a  war  has  been  undertaken  by  the  government 
of  Ceylon  without  the  previous  knowledge  of  the  Government- 
General  ;  the  expences  of  that  war  however,  have  been  sup- 
plied in  the  first  instance  by  the  Government-General ;  and 
the  calamities  which  have  attended  the  progress  of  the  war, 
have  occasioned  demands  for  troops  from  the  Government- 
General.  Whether  the  war  in  Ceylon  could  have  been  alto- 
gether avoided,  whether  its  commencement  could  have  been 
postponed  to  a  more  convenient  season,  or  whether  its  conduct 
could,  have  been  improved,  and  an  early  and  honourable 
peace  established  upon  permanent  foundations,  are  questions, 
which  it  is  neither  my  present  duty  nor  intention  to  examine ; 
but  is  evident  that  every  arrangement  connected  with  tiiese 
questions  might  have  been  formed  with  greater  advantage 
under  the  direct  authority  of  the  power  which  must  ultimately 
fiimish  the  suppUes  for  war,  and  provide  the  securities  for 
peace.  Had  the  government  of  Ceylon  remained  subordi- 
nate to  this  government,  the  war  in  that  island,  if  deemed 
necessary,  would   have  been  undertaken  after  a  deliberate 
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preparation  of  sufficient  resources,  and  after  a  full  considera- 
tion of  the  most  effectual  mode  of  applying  them.  This 
government  could  not  have  been  taken  by  syrprize  vith 
respect  to  the  actual  commencement  of  the  war,  or  to  its 
result;  and  an  opportunity  would  hare  been  afforded  of 
apportioning  at  an  early  period  of  time  to  the  service  in  Ceylon 
such  aid,  as  might  have  appeared  on  a  just  comparison  of 
objects  and  means  to  be  compatible  with  due  attention  to  other 
branches  of  the  service  in  India,  or  to  be  indispensably  neces- 
sary for  the  safety  of  Ceylon. 

40.  The  independence  of  Ceylon  has  placed  all  these  con- 
siderations beyond  the  reach  of  the  Governor-General  in 
council,  who  was  unapprized  of  the  approach  of  war  in  Ceylon 
until  it  had  actually  commenced,  and  of  the  probable  demand 
for  considerable  reinforcements  in  Ceylon,  until  a  war  on  the 
continent  of  India  had  limited  the  means  of  furnishing  them. 

41.  The  operation  of  treaties  and  political  arrangements 
concluded  by  the  separate  authority  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment of  Ceylon  may  materially  affect  the  general  interests  of 
the  British  empire  in  India,  even  in  those  cases  which,  may 
not  immediately  involve  the  issues  of  peace  and  war.  His 
Majesty's  instructions  together  with  the  Company's  charter, 
and  the  various  acts  of  regulation  appear  to  preclude  the 
Governor  of  Ceylon  from  the  right  of  concluding  treaties,  or 
of  making  war  with  any  of  the  condnental  states  of  liidia,  or 
with  any  state  situated  beyond  the  limits  of  the  island  of 
Ceylon.  It  is  perhaps  doubtful  whether  the  Governor  of 
Ceylon  possesses  even  within  the  limits  of  that  island,  the 
same  .powers  reUtive  to  peace  and  war,  which  are  granted  by 
special  Act  of  Parliament  to  the  Govemor-Getieral  in  council 
within  the  limits  of  the  Company's  charter.  These  points 
certainly  require  full  and  distinct  explanation  by  the  highest 
authority ;  but  whatever  may  be  the  legal  right  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  Ceylon  with  regard  to  these  questions  the  practical 
operation  of  the  new  constitution  of  Ceylon  has  been  amply 
proved  by  the  experience  of  the  last  year. 

48.  Even  if  the  political  powers  of  the  government  of 
Ceylon  be  limited  to  the  island,  the  nature  of  treaties  con- 
cluded with  the  Ring  of  Candi,  or  with  his  ministry,  nobility, 
or  other  authorities  in  the  island  may  be  contrary  to  the 
general  policy  pursued   by  the  Company's  Government  in 
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India,  and  ma;  therefore  prove  injurious  to  the  British  dia- 
meter and  influence  on  the  Continent  of  India,  and  among 
such  insular  states  in  these  seas  as  may  hare  formed  or  soli- 
cited connections  with  the  Company. 

43.  The  king  ofCandi  is  pairticnlarly  venerated  by  the 
Court  of  Ava,  and  a  eoneiderable  degree  of  sanctiQr  is  attri- 
buted in  the  Burmese  dominions  to  the  character  of  the  king 
of  Candi,  and  to  the  island  of  Ceylon,  whence  the  Burmahs 
derive  the  source  of  their  mythology,  and  of  th^r  religious 
institutions.  The  conduct  of  the  British  GoTemment,  there- 
fore, towards  the  king  and  kingdom  of  Candi,  and  the  general 
tenor  of  the  policy  pursued  in  the  island  of  Ceylon  is  important 
to  the  reputation  of  the  Company's  Government  on  the  Con- 
dnent  of  India,  in  proportion  to  the  importance  of  the  Bur- 
mese empire  in  the  general  scale  of  Auatic  powers.  To  your 
Lordship's  intimate  knowledge  of  the  afiairs  of  India,  it  is  un- 
necessary to  add  more  detailed  facts  or  arguments  to  prove 
that  the  operation  of  any  system  of  treadee,  allitinces,  or  po- 
litical or  diplomatic  arrangements  pursued  towards  the  native 
ststes  and  subjects  within  the  limits  of  the  island  of  Ceyl<m, 
cannot  be  confined  to  the  coasts  of  that  island,  even  if  such 
system  should  exclude  the  contingency  of  war  in  Ceylon. 

44.  If  treaties  or  political  systems  concluded  with  the 
native  states  or  powers  in  Ceylon  should  involve  the  issue  of 
hostilities,  although  the  theatre  of  the  war  may  in  the  first 
instance  be  coqfined  to  Ceylon,  it  is  evident  that  even  the 
itrst  and  most  limited  operation  of  such  a  war  must  affect  the 
finances,  as  well  as  the  general  security  of  the  British  eanpire 
in  India. 

45.  The  charges  of  war  in  Ceylon  must  be  de&ayed  from 
Bengal.  If  the  war  should  prove  unfortunate  in  Ceylon, 
troops  and  every  military  resource  must  be  supplied  from 
Bengal.  Even  in  the  most  favourable  supposition,  troops 
occupied  in  hostile  operations  within  the  island  of  Ceylon, 
(omitting  all  consideration  of  the  fatality  of  the  climate,)  not 
only  become  inapplicable  to  any  purposes  of  general  defence 
on  the  Continent  of  India,  but  are  withdrawn  from  the  pro- 
tection of  the  coasts  and  maritime  forts  of  the  island.  The 
danger  will  be  aggravated,  if,  at  the  same  moment,  the  Com- 
pany's government  shall  be  engaged  in  war  upon  the  Conti- 
nent of  India,  and  shall  be  unable  to  supply  troops  for  the 
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support  of  a  war  in  Ceylon,  or  for  the  defence  of  the  forts 
and  coasts  of  that  ishind,  deprived  of  the  aid  of  its  proper 
military  establishments. 

46.  Id  the  event,  therefore,  of  an  existing  war  with  France, 
Holland,  or  with  aoy  power  capable  of  attacking  Ceylon,  the 
existence  of  an  internal  war  m  the  island  may  convert  that 
bulwaTk  of  our  Indian  empire  into  a  powerful  instrument  of 
offensive  war  in  the  hands  of  our  enemies ;  and  the  conse- 
quences of  a  trea^  concluded  by  a  governor  of  Ceylon  within 
the  limits  of  that  island  may  endanger  the  whole  fabric  of  this 
vast  empire, 

47.  The  situadon  of  the  Governor-General  under  the  dr- 
cumstances  described  will  be  duly  appreciated  by  your  Lord- 
ship. Ignorant  of  the  approach  or  causes  of  war,  be  may  be 
suddenly  required  to  fiimish  resources  for  its  prosecution  at 
a  moment  when  the  exigencies  of  bis  own  government,  and 
the  general  service  of  the  empire  in  India  may  preclude  the 
possibility  of  affording  adequate  supplies  either  of  money  or 
men.  Without  power  to  direct  the  conduct,  or  to  check  the 
progress  of  hosdlities,  he  may  be  compelled  to  abide  their 
consequences,  and  to  remain  an  inactive  and  helpless  spec- 
tator of  the  perils  of  his  own  government,  of  the  disgrace  of 
the  British  name  and  arms,  and  possibly  of  his  own  reputation 
and  honour,  involved  in  the  result  of  counsels  and  operations 
contradictory  to  bis  judgment,  and  exempt  from  his  con- 
trol 

48.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  by  tbe 
practical  operation  of  the  present  conatitution  of  the  island, 
exercises  the    sole   prerogative  of  making  war  within  that 
island,  but  must  depend  for  the  means  of  prosecuting  war  . 
upon  an  authority  which  he  cannot  cootrol. 

49.  The  legislature  has  vested  in  the  Governor-General  in 
council,  subject  to  the  control  in  Kngland,  tbe  sole  power  of 
making  war  against  any  native  state  on  the  Continent  of 
India.  The  same  priuciple  requires  that  the  Governor- 
GeDeral  in  council  should  possess  similar  powers  with  regard 
to  war  in  Ceylon.  The  wisdom  of  the  legislature  has  pro- 
vided an  unity  of  executive  power  as  tbe  most  efl^tual  se- 
curity for  the  British  empire  on  tbe  Continent  of  India,  and 
has  determined  that  the  authority  invested  with  the  sole 
power  of  disposing  of  all  tbe  resources  necessary  for  the  pro- 
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gecutioD  of  war,  gbould  also  possess  the  sole  power  of  making 
war,  and  that  no  provincial,  local,  or  subordinate  authority 
should  be  enabled  to  involve  the  general  interests  of  the  em- 
pire in  the  expense  and  hazard  of  hostihties. 

50.  The  same  principles  have  been  wisely  established  with 
regard  to  the  political  powers  of  the  Supreme  Government  on 
the  Continent  of  India,  and  it  has  been  determined  by  Parha- 
ment  that  the  Governor-General  in  council,  who  alone  can  be 
competent  to  form  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  interests  af- 
fected by  treaties  or  by  wars  with  the  native  states,  shall 
alone  be  competent  to  conclude  treaties,  or  to  make  war.  But 
under  the  existing  constitution  of  the  island  of  Ceylon,  your 
Lordship  will  observe  that  the  order  and  system  established 
for  the  general  government  of  India  are  absolutely  reversed. 
The  Governor  of  Ceylon  exercises  the  exclusive  authority  of 
concluding  treaties,  of  making  war,  and  of  conducting  mili- 
tary operations  in  the  island,  without  the  power  of  furnishing 
supplies,  either  of  men  or  money,  beyond  the  fixed  establish- 
ment of  the  island ;  while  the  Governor-General  in  council  is 
required  to  furnish  supplies  of  men  and  money  for  the  prose- 
cution of  war  in  Ceylon,  without  possessing  any  power  of  con- 
trolling the  origin,  conduct,  or  progress  of  tbe  war,  which 
may,  however,  deeply  affect  the  security,  interests  and  honour 
of  the  general  government  of  India. 

51.  The  island  of  Ceylon,  however,  cannot  be  excluded  from 
the  general  operation  of  these  wise  and  salutary  principles, 
unless  it  be  also  excluded  from  the  general  system  of  the 
British  civil  and  military  government  in  India.  But  that  island 
has  justly  been  termed  the  bulwark  of  our  empire  in  India; 
it  is  therefore  an  essential  part  of  our  strength,  and  tbe  due 
administration  of  its  civil  and  military  government  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  defence  of  all  our  dominions  in 
India.  No  security  for  that  administration  can  be  so  effectual 
as  the  uniform  operation  of  the  same  authority  which  has 
been  extended  over  every  other  branch  of  the  British  pos- 
sessions ;  nor  can  an  argument  be  adduced  to  prove  the  im- 
nortance  of  Ceylon,  which  will  not  also  demonstrate  that  its 

terests  are  inseparably  blended  with  those  of  the  empire  on 
le  Continent,  and  that  its  government  cannot  be  separated 
om  the  general  control  without  hazard  to  the  safety  both  of  ■ 
lat  empire,  and  of  the  island  of  Ceylon. 
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52.  The  entire  military  eBtablishmeDt  of  India  ought  to  be 
applicable  to  the  general  defence  of  the  whole  empire.  The 
Bubdivision  of  that  establishment,  and  the  separation  of  oiir 
general  strength  into  detachments  subjected  to  independent 
commands,  and  appropriated  to  exclusive  provincial  and  local 
services,  must  impair  the  general  efficiency  of  our  army,  by 
destroying  the  unity  of  our  military  power. 

53.  The  same  principle  applies  with  equal  force  to  the  civil 
authority  which,  in  an  empire  of  such  magnitude  and  extent, 
CBonot  be  separated  from  the  military  power  without  the 
hazard  of  confusion. 

54f,  In  reviewing  these  considerations,  your  Lordship  will 
anticipate  the  regret  and  concern  with  which  I  have  learned 
that  not  only  the  civil  and  military  government  of  the  island 
of  Ceylon  are  to  remain  independent  of  the  general  auperin- 
tendance  and  control  of  the  Governor-General  in  council,  but 
that  the  military  establishments  of  that  island  are  to  be  en- 
tirely dbjoined  from  the  chief  command  of  the  forces  on  the 
Continent  of  India ;  and  that  the  allowances  and  other  regu- 
lations respecting  the  military  establishments  are  to  be  framed 
in  Ceylon  upon  principles  different  from  those  established  at 
^y  of  the  presidencies  on  the  Contbent  of  India. 
.  55.  The  effect  of  this  arrangement  will  entirely  remove  the 
piilitary  establishments  at  Ceylon  firom  the  superintendance 
and  control  of  the  general  officer  commanding  in  chief  his 
Majesty's  and  the  Company's  forces  in  India. 
.  56.  Every  sentiment  of  public  duty  requires  me  to  submit 
to  your  Lordship  my  most  serious  apprehension  of  the  evil 
consequences  which  must  result  to  the  discipline  and  effici- 
ency of  the  military  forces  in  Ceylon,  if  exempted  from  the 
salutary  control  of  the  officer  holding  the  chief  command  in 

57.  Every  facility  should  be  afforded  to  the  employment  of 
the  military  establishment  of  Ceylon  in  purposes  of.  general 
defence  in  India,  whenever  the  exigency  might  require  such 
an  effort.  But  the  entire  separation  of  the  civil  and  military 
authorities,  and  the  difference  of  the  regulations  and  consti- 
tutions of  the  separate  military  establishments  will  oppose 
difficulties  nearly  insuperable  to  the  employment  on  the  Con- 
tinent of  India  of  any  part  of  the  military  establishment  of 
Ceylon,  and  especially  of  his  Majesty's  regiments. 
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58.  On  the  other  hand,  the  same  canses  will  oppose  nesriy 
equal  difficulties  to  the  employment  of  any  portion  of  the 
miUtary  eetahlishmenti  of  the  Continent  of  India,  and  especi- 
ally of  his  Majesty's  regiments  in  the  island  of  Ceylon,  in  the 
event  of  any  exigency  whioh  imght  demand  a  reinforcement 
of  the  troops  on  that  island.  The  utmost  confusion  and  dis- 
order might  be  expected  to  result  from  the  confficting  autho- 
rities which  must  be  mixed  m  conducting  any  military  opera- 
tions on  that  island,  which  should  demand  the  aid  of  troopa 
from  the  Continent  of  India.  It  might  even  become  a  ques- 
tion whether  the  GoTemoi-General  would  be  justified  in  ex- 
poffing  the  army  destined  to  defend  the  Britbh  empire  in 
India,  to  be  wasted  in  the  prosecution  of  petty  wars  in  Cey- 
lon (of  which  the  cause  and  issue  might  be  Equally  doubtfiil,) 
under  a  system  of  management  calculated  to  injure  the  disci- 
pline, to  break  the  spirit,  and  to  destroy  the  health  of  the 
troops.  In  the  present  state  of  the  goTernment  and  military 
command  in  Ceylon,  it  is  doubtiul  whether  the  goTermnents 
or  commanders-in-chief  on  the  Continent  of  India  could  retain 
any  power  over  troops  landed  in  Ceylon,  and  whether  those 
authorities  could  in  any  degree  control  the  discipline  or  ope- 
rations of  their  own  troops  within  the  island,  or  could  limit 
the  objects  to  which  the  services  of  such  troops  should  be 
applied,  or  the  time  or  mode  of  recalling  such  troops  to 
the  Continent  of  India,  or  of  embarking  them  for  distant  aer- 
vice. 

59.  The  independence  of  the  goremment  and  military  com- 
mand of  Ceylon  would  considerably  embarrass  the  Govem- 
ment-Greneral  in  the  prosecution  of  operations  against  the  re- 
maining possessions  of  the  French  and  Dutch  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  in  any  eventual  expedition 
against  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  againt  Egypt,  or  against 
various  places  in  these  seas,  or  even  in  any  transfer  of  troops 
from  the  several  maritime  garrisons  in  India.  Your  Loid- 
sbip  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the  advantages  which  the 
ports  of  Ceylon  offer  for  assonbling  troops  and  ships,  and 
for  completing  every  necessary  depot  in  the  preparation  of 
such  services.  The  Government-General  repeatedly  derived 
important  advantages  from  the  full  command  of  those  ports 
during  the  last  war.  In  the  present  state  of  the  island  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  use  its  ports  and  resources  with 
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similar  effect.  A  connderable  portion  of  tiie  Tolue  of  Ceylon 
in  time  of  var  is  therefore  actually  suspended  by  the  existing 
constitution  of  the  goTemment  of  that  island. 

60.  Your  Lordship  is  apprized  of  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  military  oonuniision  with  which  his  Majesty  was  pleased 
to  honour  me  under  date  of  the  7th  of  August,  1800.  By  the 
terms  of  that  commission  I  have  hitherto  understood  that  I 
possessed  the  general  command  over  all  the  land  forces  serr* 
ing  in  Ceylon,  as  well  as  over  those  serving  in  every  other 
part  of  the  East  Indies. 

61.  The  terms  of  this  commission  seemed  to  enable  me  to 
issue  orders  to  the  troops  in  Ceylon,  but  the  effect  of  such 
orders  appeared  to  me  to  be  entirely  frustrated' by  the  inde- 
pendent powers  of  the  civil  government  of  the  island,  which 
must  be  deemed  paramount  to  any  powers  derived  from  a 
mere  military  commission,  unless  that  commission  in  ex- 
fueas  terms  had  superseded  the  authority  of  the  civil  govern- 
m«it. 

63.  It  would  be  extremely  advantageous  to  furnish  me  with 
a  distinct  rule  for  my  guidance  with  regard  to  the  operation 
of  my  commission  of  Captain-general  of  the  land  .forces  over 
the  island  of  Ceylon. 

63.  The  preceding  statements  will  apprize  your  Lordship, 
that  if  Ceylon  be  entirely  exempted  from  the  control  of  the 
general  civil  and  military  government  of  India,  and  from  the 
command  of  the  commander-in-chief,  and  of  the  Captain- 
general,  in  India  the  military  establishments  of  that  island 
cannot  be  deemed  to  constitute  an  efficient  part  of  our  gene- 
ral resources  and  power  in  India,  excepting  only  to  the  extent 
to  which  these  establishments  may  be  sufficient  to  prevent  the 
reduction  of  the  island  of  Ceylon  by  the  forces  of  any  enemy, 
du-ected  exclusively  against  that  possession. 

64.  Your  Lordship's  judgment  and  experience  in  the  af- 
fairs of  this  quarter  of  the  globe  will  enable  you  to  decide 
vrith  facility  whether  such  a  separation  and  subdivision  of 
powers  be  preferable  to  an  union  of  all  the  British  resources 
and  strength  in  the  hands  of  one  supreme  authority  in  India 
possessing  power  to  apply  every  branch  of  the  General  Cto- 
vemment  to  the  defence  of  each  part,  or  of  the  whole  ;  and 
embracing  in  one  comprehensive  view  the  general  welfare 
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and  aecurity  of  the  empire,  together  with  the  particular  and ' 
local  interests  of  every  province  and  possession. 

65.  The  despatch  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Commissionera  for  the  affairs  of  India,  under  date  10th 
May,  1801,  to  which  I  had  the  honour  to  refer  in  the  37th 
paragraph  of  this  tetter,  will  convey  to  your  Lordship  my 
sentiments  on  this  important  question.  These  sentiments 
have  been  confirmed  by  the  most  mature  and  deliberate  re- 
flection, and  by  every  event  relating  to  the  afiurs  of  Ceylon 
which  has  reached  my  knowledge  since  the  independence  of 
that  government  has  been  established. 

66.  In  one  respect  only  has  my  opinion  undergone  any  de- 
gree of  variation,  I  am  now  convinced  that  the  most  effec- 
tual mode  of  rendering  Ceylon  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
British  possessions  in  India,  and  an  efficient  augmentation  of 
our  military  and  political  power  woidd  be  to  annex  it,  as  a 
province  directly  to  die  Supreme  Government  of  Bengal, 
with  orders  to  the  Governor-General  in  Council  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  might  appear  requisite  for  regulating  the 
civil  and  military  government  and  establishments  of  the 
island.  Such  an  arrangement  would  unite  considerable  ad- 
vantages in  point  of  economy,  with  a  great  improvement  of 
the  internal  tranquillity,  happiness,  and  prosperity  of  the 
island,  and  with  a  correspondent  increase  of  its  military 
strength, 

67.  The  government  of  Ceylon  might  either  be  formed 
upon  the  model  of  that  of  any  of  the  provinces  subject  to  the 
immediate  government  of  Bengal,  and  made  the  station  of  a 
Court  of  Circuit  and  Appeal,  with  establishments  for  the 
revenue  and  commerce  of  the  island,  and  with  one  of  his 
Majesty's  general  officers  upon  the  staff"  commanding  (be 
troops ;  or  the  Government  of  Ceylon  might  be  sinular  to 
that  of  Prince  of  Wales  island,  with  a  Lieutenant-Governor 
appointed  from  the  civil  service  of  Bengal.  In  this  case  also 
Ceylon  should  be  the  station  of  a  general  officer  on  the  stafil 

68.  I  am  satisfied  that,  under  either  of  these  arrangements, 
the  island  of  Ceylon  would  become  a  more  valuable  and  a 
more  secure  possession  than  it  can  prove  under  the  present 
constitution  of  its  civil  and  military  government.  Your  Lord- 
ship vrill  receive  these  observations  as  a  testimony  of  my 
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anxiety  for  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  this  great  empire. 
My  opinions  are  founded  upon  mature  deliberation  and  prac- 
tical experience ;  and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  my  positive  duty 
to  submit  them  to  your  Lordship  in  the  most  direct  and  un- 
equivocal language.  I  request  your  Lordship,  however,  to 
be  assured  that  I  offer  my  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  thie 
despatch  to  your  judgment,  with  the  highest  sense  of  respect, 
and  with  a  just  impression  of  my  obligations  of  obedience 
and  subordination  to  your  Lordship's  authority.  Whatever 
may  be  his  Majesty's  determination  with  regard  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Ceylon,  my  submission  will  be  implicit  and  cheer- 
fid  ;  and  your  Lordship  may  rely  on  my  most  earnest  endea- 
vours during  the  present  crisis,  and  at  every  future  exigency, 
to  mitigate  the  evils  which  I  have  respectfully  represented, 
by  the  most  cordial  exertion  of  a  sincere  public  zeal,  and  by 
an  unfeigned  spirit  of  effectual  co-operation  in  the  common 
cauBe. 

69.  I  cannot  however  conclude  this  despatch  without  ex- 
pressing a  most  anxious  hope,  that  if  it  should  not  be  deemed 
expedient  to  change  the  entire  constitution  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Ceylon,  his  Majesty  may  at  least  be  advised  imme- 
diately to  issue  the  necessary  orders  for  subjecting,  during 
the  existing  war  with  France  and  Holland,  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary government  of  Ceylon  (including  the  exercise  of  all 
political  power,  and  the  command  of  the  army,)  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  Governor-General  in  Council,  of  his  Majesty's 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  of  his  Majesty's  Captain-General 
of  the  land  forces  in  the  East  Indies. 

70.  Without  such  a  control,  I  shall  entertfun  serious  ap- 
prebenrions,  in  the  event  of  protracted  war  with  France. 
Your  Lordship  however  may  be  satisfied,  that  while  I  shall 
continue  to  hold  my  present  charge,  no  possible  combination 
of  difficulties  or  dangers  can  abate  my  zeal  for  the  defence, 
security,  and  welfare  of  every  part  of  the  British  possessions 
in  India,  for  the  defeat  of  every  project  of  the  enemy,  and 
for  the  effectual  prosecution  of  every  service  connected  with 
the  execution  of  his  Majesty's  commands,  with  the  success  of 
his  Majesty's  arms,  and  with  the  honour  and  interests  of  our 
country  in  the  present  arduous  contest. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wellesley. 
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UaU^Gttterai  Luke  t»  lAe  Marquat  WtOede). 

(PriraW.) 

Mt  dear  Lord,  Camp,  Helenah,  Dec  3^  1803. 

Your  letter  of  the  18th,  bo  full  of  friendsh^i  and  affection, 
added  to  all  the  IdndnesB  I  have  already  received  &om  you, 
renders  me  a  complete  bankrupt  in  words  to  express  the 
sens&tions  which  warm  my  heart  wiUi  every  tie  of  attaeh- 
ment  and  gratitude  to  you, '  my  dear  Lord,  for  the  various 
marks  of  esteem  and  confidence  so  repeatedly  manifested  to- 
wards Bte,  and  which  nothing  but  death  can  ever  eradicate 
from  my  mind.  Your  noble  and  feding  expressions  respeet> 
Ing  my  son,  while  they  afford  me  the  most  lively  sensations 
of  veneration  and  regard,  call  to  my  recollection  what  indeed 
can  never  be  foi^ot ;  the  pang  I  felt  at  the  moment  I  saw  him 
wounded,  and  believe  me,  I  feel  most  truly  thankful  to  the 
Almighty  for  sparing  his  life,  and  if  possible,  still  more  par* 
ticularly  so  for  having  granted  me' fortitude  sufficient  to  fulfil 
at  that  moment  the  duties  of  my  station,  a  moment  most  cri- 
tical, so  much  so,  that  in  the  event  of  any  failure,  the  mis" 
chief  that  might  have  ensued  is  far  beyond  all  calculation. 
The  let  of  November,  1803,  will  ever  remain  fresh  in  my 
mind,  for  various  reasons  which  cannot  now  be  enumerated ; 
the  loss  of  so  many  l»ave  men  and  worthy  officers,  I  must 
ever  most  sincerely  regret,  and  have  only  to  look  up  to  thiU 
Providence  with  adoration  and  thanksgiving,  who,  in  tiie 
midst  of  our  most  perilous  situatitm,  saved  so  many  of  us  to 
relate  the  tale,  and  offer  up  our  prayers  for  his  mercies 
vouchsafed  unto  us. 

I  have  received  your  letter  by  Gen»al  Fraser,  who  I  was 
extremely  -happy  to  see ;  the  duplicate  arrived  before  him, 
vhich  I  will  answer  in  a  day  or  two  -,  in  the  meantime,  believe 
me,  my  dear  Lord,  and  allow  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am, 
with  the  truest  affection  and  regard, 

your  devoted  servant, 

G.  Lau. 
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my  despatch  was  the  not  mentioning  Lieut.-Colonel  White 
and  the  five  companies  of  the  16th  Native  Infantry,  who  de- 
served great  praise.  I  hare  endeavoured  to  repair  the  neg- 
lect by  writing  a  letter  to  him,  regretting  my  not  having  in- 
serted his  name  and  the  conduct  of  his  corps  in  my  official 
despatch. 

I  felt  so  much  depressed  for  some  days  afler  that  action, 
that  it  is  possiblel  might  not  have  expressed  myself  so  strongly 
as  I  might  otherwise  have  done,  which  will,  I  trust,  m^e 
allowances  for  any  deficiency  on  my  part. 

I  request  you  will  believe  me. 

My  dear  Lord, 
wiUi  truth  and  affection, 

your  devoted  servant, 

G.  Lake. 


No.  CXLVIII. 


TSe  MarqwM  fFHtaleg  lo  Ihe  Rig^hl  Hon.  Lord  fTtlliam  Befimek. 

(Secret.) 

My  Lord,  Fo"  muUm,  Dec.  9,  1803. 

1.  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Lordship's  letter,  und^  date  of  the  S5th  of  November,  re- 
ceived this  day,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Colonel 
Campbell,  the  commanding  officer  at  Yellore,  which  contains 
a  narrative  of  the  supposed  murder  of  a  female  slave  by  the 
orders  of  the  Prince  Abdul  Khalik. 

2.  The  peculiar  situation  of  the  sons  of  the  late  Tippoo 
Sultan  must  be  considered  to  exempt  them  from  the  juris- 
diction of  any  of  our  courts '  of  justice.  That  exemption, 
however,  cannot  extend  to  the  servants,  and  dependants  of 
those  princes.  The  agent  of  Abdul  Khalik  in  the  commission 
of  the  supposed  murder,  should  be  tried,  with  a  view  to  bring 
that  agent  to  justice,  and  to  establish  the  facts  relating  to 
the  innocence  or  guilt  of  Abdul  Khalik  by  a  legal  process. 

3.  In  examining  the  declarations  taken  at  Vellore  on  this 
occasion,  I  observe  that  the  person  stated  to  have  conveyed 
poison  to  the  deceased  feniale  slave,  was  informed  "  that  his 
Hfe  could  be  saved  only  by  declaring  the  truth." 
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4.  Tbis  intunation  cannot  justly  preclude  the  trial  gnd 
cventuftl  condemnation  of  that  person,  but  in  the  event  of  bis 
conviction,  any  pronuse  of  the  nature  stated  would  of  course 
induce  your  Ijordship  to  spare  bia  life. 

5.  If  the  charge  against  Abdul  Kbalik  should  appear  to  be 
proved  by  the  result  of  the  trial  of  the  agent,  the  only  punish- 
ment which  can  property  be  inflicted  on  the  prince,  will  be,  a 
leduction  of  his  allowances,  and  an  additional  restraint  upon 
hie  person.  , 

6.  If  it  should  appear  clearly  from  the  evidence  that  Abdul 
Klialik  has  instigated  this  atrocious  crime,  your  Lordship 
will  be  pleased  to  direct  the  commandant  of  Vellore  to  afford 
that  prince  an  opportunity  of  stating  bis  defence  to  your  Lord- 
ship in  council ;  and  if  your  Lordship  should  be  convinced, 
after  having  examined  that  defence,  of  the  guilt  of  Abdul 
Kbalik,  I  request  that  your  Lordship  vili  be  pleased  to  re- 
duce Abdul  Khalik's  allowances  at  least  in  the  proportion  of 
one  half,  and  that  you  vrill  confine  him  a  close  prisoner  to  the 
Fort  of  Vellore  ibr  at  least  six  months. 

7.  It  is  impracticable  to  bring  Abdul  Kbalik  to  a  regular 
trial,  but  public  example,  and  the  necessity  of  preventing 
such  atrocious  excesses,  will  require  that  be  should  be  pu- 
nished at  least  to  the  extent  specified  in  this  despatch. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wellesley. 


No.  CXUX. 

The  Marquea  Wettetley  to  the  Hon.  Major-Gfnerat  fFelleileg. 

(Secret  and  Official.] 

Sir,  Port  WUliam,  Dec.  11,  1803. 

L  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letters  noted  tn  the  margin.* 

S.  I  entirely  approve  your  conduct  in  having  admitted, 
without  hesitation,  a  vakeel  from  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  and 
in  the  reception  vhich  you  gave  to  that  vakeel.  The  confer- 
ence with  the  vakeel,  of  the  10th  of  November,  was  conducted 

■  Dated  Gamp  at  Jaum,  Nov.  1 1.  )803 ;  Dated  Gamp,  Nov.  13,  1803. 
Thue  letters  are  to  be  found  in  Colonel  Gurnood's  "  Detpatche*  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,"  vol.  I.  p.  495— 604.— [f  rf.] 

VOL.  III.  S  K 
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on  your  part  with  considerable  judgment.  Your  demand  of 
the  full  powers  of  the  vakeel  was  perfectly  just  and  proper, 
and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  insist  upon  the  production 
of  those  powers  from  Scindiah,  previously  to  the  conclusion 
of  any  arrangements  tending  to  peace.  At  the  same  time  it 
was  proper  to  permit  the  vakeel  to  remain  in  your  camp  until 
he  could  be  enabled  to  obtain  regular  powers  from  Scindiah, 
and  it  was  expedient  during  his  continuance  in  your  camp  to 
permit  him  to  offer  to  you  whatever  propositions  he  might 
choose  to  submit  to  your  consideration. 

3.  I  also  approve  your  resolution  to  request  the  vakeel  to 
withdraw  from  your  camp,  if  he  should  not  be  enabled  to  pro- 
duce the  requisite  powers  within  the  time  which  you  have 
specified  for  that  purpose,  and  1  conclude  that  if  he  should 
not  have  produced  full  powers  from  Scindiah,  you  will  have 
compelled  the  vakeel  to  depart  from  your  camp. 

4.  The  same  principles  will  necessarily  induce  you  to  re- 
fuse admission  into  your  camp  to  any  vakeel  who  may  here- 
after  arrive  from  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  or  from  the  Rajah  of 
Berar,  without  producing  full  powers  from  those  chieftains 
respectively.  The  omission  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  furnish 
Jeswunt  Rao  Goorparah  with  fiiU  powers  may  have  been  acci- 
dental. It  may  also  be  attributed  to  the  barbarous  pride  of 
Scindiah,  whose  insolence  and  arrogance,  wounded  by  dis- 
appointment, may  have  sought  relief  in  the  hope  of  acquiring 
a  temporary  triumph  in  his  own'durbar,  by  the  acquiescence 
of  the  British  Government  in  his  disrespectiiil  attempt  to 
open  negotiations  for  peace  through  an  agent  possessing  no 
direct  or  regular  authority  from  any  of  the  belligerent  powers. 
The  object  of  Scindiah  may  also  have  been  to  gain  time  in  the 
desperate  condition  of  his  affairs. 

5.  Your  prudence  and  public '  spirit  frustrated  whatever 
hope  might  have  been  founded  on  such  insidious  and  weak 
projects.  After  a  formal  notification  to  Scindiah  and  the 
Rajah  of  Berar  of  your  determination  not  to  adroit  hereafter 
any  ambassador  who  shall  not  be  furnished  with  full  powers 
from  his  alleged  principal,  any  attempt  to  intrude  emissaries 
from  the  enemy  into  your  camp  under  the  pretence  of  open- 
ing negotiations  for  peace,  will  be  received  by  you  as  an  in- 
sult to  the  British  Government ;  and  you  will  signify  to  the 
confederates  your  determination  to  treat  all  such  e 
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as  Spies,  and  to  punish  them  according  to  the  established  law 
of  nations.  You  will  observe  that,  under  tlie  treaties  of  BaS' 
sein  and  Hyderabad,  neither  the  Peishwa  nor  the  Nizam  can 
enter  into  any  negotiations  separate  from  the  British  Govem- 
ment,  and  you  will  accordingly  forbid  any  intercourse  between 
the  enemy  and  those  princes  respectively. 

6.  The  conduct  of  Appab  Dessaye  manifests  an  entire 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  Scindiah.  Your  replies  to  the 
treacherous  condnunications  of  that  artful  Mahratta  were  ex- 
tremely judicious. 

7.  You  were  empowered  by  my  instructions  of  the  36th 
and  S7th  of  June  to  conclude  peace  with  Scindiah,  the  Rajah 
of  Berar,  and  Holkar,  jointly  or  separately.  The  progress  of 
the  war,  however,  has  afforded  sufficient  proof  of  the  advan- 
tage to  be  derived  from  separating  the  interests  of  those 
chiefs,  and  our  situation  now  enables  us  to  insist  on  such  a 
separation ;  my  notes  of  the  16th  of  October  accordingly  indi- 
cated my  wish  to  conclude  peace  separately  with  Scindiah 
and  the  R^ah  of  Berar.  The  admission,  however,  of  those 
chieftains  to  a  joint  treaty  of  peace,  would  not  necessarily  in- 
volve the  admission  of  either  of  them  to  negotiate  exclusively 
for  the  other.  The  treaty  may  be  a  joint  instrument,  although 
each  party  may  have  negotiated  separately  for  its  own  inte- 
rests. To  admit  any  of  the  belligerent  powers  to  negotiate 
for  any  other,  would  establish  a  permanent  influence  in  the 
scale  of  tbat  power  beyond  the  limits  of  its  due  weight.  I 
dierefore  approve  your  sentiments  with  respect  to  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  interests  of  Scindiah,  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and 
Holkar. 

8.  Scindiah  cannot  be  permitted  to  treat  either  for  the 
Rajah  of  Berar,  or  for  Holkar,  excepting  in  the  last  extremity 
of  our  affairs.  Unless,  therefore,  circumstances  should  abso- 
lutely  compel  you  to  permit  a  negotiation  of  this  nature,  you 
will  positively  reject  it.  The  fundamental  principles  of  my 
recent  negotiations  and  treaties  with  the  Peishwah  would  be 
entirely  subverted  by  establishing  such  an  union  of  power  as 
would  be  fixed  in  the  hands  of  Scindiah  tf  he  were  permitted 
to  negotiate  for  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  for  Holkar,  or  for 
either  of  those  chiefs. 

9.  In  the  present  desperate  state  of  Scindtah's  affairs,  he 
most  speedily  be  convinced  that  the  only  policy  by  which  he 
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can  recover  any  considerable  degree  of  resource  or  terri- 
tory, b  to  separate  his  interests  Irom  those  of  the  Rf^ah  of 
Berar. 

10.  Holkar  has  not  yet  entered  directly  into  the  war,  and 
it  is  certainly  expedient  to  consider  him  as  a  friend  in  every 
negotiation  with  the  confederates.  The  conduct  of  Holkar, 
however,  is  extremely  suspicious ;  and  this  circumstance  fur- 
nishes an  additional  reason  for  compelling  Scindiah  and  the 
Rajah  of  Berar  to  treat  separately  for  peace,* 

1 1,  If  the  war  with  Scindiah  should  continue,  you  will  either 
remove  Appah  Dessaye  from  his  present  command,  or  you  will 
provide  effectual  security  against  the  consequences  of  Appah 
Dessaye's  proved  attachment  to  the  cause  of  Scindiah.  In  the 
event  of  a  protracted  war  with  Scindiah,  it  would  be  highly 
desirable  to  remove  Appah  Deesaye  from  all  intercourse  with 
your  army. 

\2.  Your  letter  of  the  6th  of  October,  transmitting  the 
letters  which  you  bad  received  Irom  Balajee  Koonjur,  reached 
ne  on  the  1st  of  November,  and  your  conduct  on  that  occa- 
sion received  my  entire  approbation,  which  was  signified  to 
you  by  my  private  secretary. 

13.  On  the  36th  of  October  a  paper  of  notes  was  forwarded 
to  you  (under  date  of  the  16th  of  October)  relative  to  various 
questions  affecting  the  terms  of  peace  with  the  confederate 
chieftains.  The  delay  in  the  despatch  of  those  notes  from 
Fort  William  was  occasioned  by  an  interruption  in  the  pass- 
age of  the  dawk  through  the  province  of  Cuttack.  The  gene- 
ral tenor  of  those  notes  will  have  furnished  you  with  a  view 
of  my  opinions  at  that  period  of  time  with  regard  to  the  con- 
ditions of  peace.  But  it  has  not  been  possible,  until  the  pre- 
sent moment,  to  obtain  such  information  with  regard  to  the 
state  of  the  war  in  all  parts  of  India,  to  the  condition  of  the 
negotiation  with  various  powers,  or  to  the  situation  and  views 
of  the  confederate  chieftains  as  might  enable  me  to  issue 
final  instructions  respecting  the  terms  of  peace. 

14.  The  just,  necessary,  and  attainable  conditions  of  peace 
will  be  clearly  ascertained  by  examining  the  causes,  objects, 
and  result  of  the  war,  together  with  the  situation  of  the  enemy 
at  the  present  time. 

15.  The  inunediate  cause  of  the  war  was  the  refusal  of  the 
confederates  to  separate  and  withdraw  to  their  usual  stations 
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within  their  respecUve  territoriee  the  armies  which  they  had 
assembled  and  united  on  the  frontier  of  our  ally  the  Souba- 
dar  of  the  Deccan,  after  having  declared  that  the  intention 
of  that  junction  was  to  decide,  whether  there  should  he  peace 
or  war  with  the  British  Government  and  its  allies. 

16.  Under  these  circumstances  the  continuance  of  the  con- 
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Secoodly.  The  poesesBion  of  an  extensive  and  rich  territorjr 
and  of  various  strong  forts,  magazineS)  founderies  and  arse- 
nots,  with  considerable  sapplies  of  aminunition  and  nulitary 
stores,  deposited  in  convenient  stations  upon  our  frontier, 
contiguous  to  the  most  vulnerable  part  of  the  British  donii- 
nions  in  Hindostao. 

Thirdly.  The  establishment  of  a  lai^e  and  well  disciplined 
body  of  troops,  with  a  formidable  train  of  artillery,  under  the 
command  of  French  officers  within  that  territory  in  Hindostan. 

Fourthly.  The  actual  assignment  of  that  territory  in  Hin- 
dostan  to  the  French  officer  holding  the  chief  command  of 
those  troops. 

Fifthly.  The  possession  of  the  person  of  his  Majesty  Shah 
Aalum,  under  the  immediate  power  of  the  forces  commanded 
by  French  officers  in  the  service  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah, 
and  the  exercise  of  the  nominal  authority  of  the  Moghul 
through  those  French  officers. 

Sixthly.  The  ascendancy  estabHehed  by  the  agency  of  the 
French  officer  in  command  of  Scindiah's  troops  in  the  north- 
west of  Hindostan  over  the  Rajpoot  chieftains  of  Jynagur* 
and  Jodepoor,  and  other  states  and  chieftains  in  the  northern 
and  western  provinces  ofHindostan,BndovermanyoftheSeik 
diiefs  and  others,  occupying  the  territory  £rom  the  Jumna  to 
.  the  banks  of  the  Indus,  and  the  facility  afforded  by  the  advanced 
posts  of  M .  Perron's  army  towards  the  Indus  of  aiding  the 
invasion  of  the  British  dominions  through  that  quarter. 

Seven^ly.  The  facility  which  the  possession  of  the  sea- 
port of  Baroach  afforded  to  Scindiah  of  improving  his 
military  establishment,  by  the  accession  of  French  or  other 
European  officers,  of  military  supplies  and  stores,  &c.  and 
even  of  a  body  of  French  or  other  European  troops. 

Eighthly.  The  power  of  disturbing  the  tranquillity  of  the 
possessions  of  the  Guickowar,  and  of  the  Company  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Guaerat,  by  means  of  Scindiah's  intermixed  territories 
and  fortresses  in  that  province,  and  by  his  claims  and  influ- 
ence in  that  quarter. 

Ninthly.  The  power  of  disturbing  (be  tranquillity  of  the 
state  of  Poonah,  and  the  stability  of  our  alliance  wiUi  the 
Peishwa  by  Scindiah's  intermixed  territories  and  fortresses 


*  Jvnag'hur  is  only  another  name  for  Jyepore. 
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in  the  vicinity  of  Poonah,  and  to  the  aouthward  of  the  river 
Taptee,  especially  the  fortrees  and  territory  of  Ahinednuggur, 
and  by  Scindiah's  various  claims  upon  the  state  of  Poonah, 
and  by  his  influence  at  that  court. 

Tenthly.  Scindiah's  intermixed  and  bordering  fortresses 
and  possessions  which  enabled  him  to  menace  and  disturb 
the  dominions  of  the  Soubadar  of  the  Deccan,  and  to  impair 
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and  to  obtun  the  ud  of  French,  and  other  European  officers, 
or  troops,  to  be  landed  in  the  province  of  Cuttack. 

Fourthly.  The  intermixture  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar's  poB- 
eesaions  with  those  of  the  Soubadar  of  the  Deccan,  uid  his 
vexatious  claims  upon  the  Court  of  Hyderabad,  and  bis  con- 
sequent influence  at  that  court. 

Fifthly.  The  Rajah  of  Berar's  pretensions  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Poonah,  and  the  ascendancy  and  influence  which  he 
derives  from  his  descent,  connected  with  the  genera]  magni- 
tude of  his  dominions  and  resources,  with  bis  supposed  wealth, 
and  with  the  hostile  spirit  which  has  been  manifested  by  the 
state  of  Berar  for  many  years  in  counteracting  the  interests 
of  the  British  empire  in  India. 

S2.  It  is  not  necessary  to  advert  to  the  state  of  Holkar'a 
power,  as  he  has  not  hitherto  been  considered  to  be  a  party 
in  the  war. ' 

23.  It  would  also  be  superfluous  to  enumerate  the  special 
objects  of  the  war,  as  they  have  been  sufficiently  described 
in  the  view  which  the  preceding  paragraphs  contain  of  the 
condition  of  the  enemy's  power  at  the  conmienment  of  the 
war. 

24f.  The  progress  of  the  war  and  the  glorious  success  of 
our  arms  in  Hindostan  and  the  Deccan,  in  Guzerat,  and 
Orissa,  have  actually  accomplished  every  requisite  object 
with  respect  to  the  reduction  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah's  mili- 
tary and  political  power,  have  materially  affected  the  Rajah 
of  Berar,  and  have  placed  in  our  hands  the  means  of  esta- 
blishing the  security  of  the  British  interests  against  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiab,  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  on  foundations,  which 
appear  to  promise  considerable  duration.  . 

^5.  At  the  date  of  your  last  despatch,  you  could  not  have 
been  apprized  of  the  extent  of  Scindiah's  loss,  and  of  our 
success  against  his  power  in  every  quarter  in  which  it  baa 
been  attacked.  These  considerations  however  must  form  the 
basis  of  the  conditions  which  we  are  empowered  to  require 
from  Scindiah  at  the  conclusion  of  peace. 

26.  The  French  force  under  the  immediate  command  of 
M.  Perron  in  Hindostan  has  been  completely  destroyed, 
nearly  the  whole  force  of  Scindiah's  regular  battalions  in 
Hindostan,  and  the  Deccan,  has  been  destroyed  or  dispersed 
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by  the  victoriee  obtained  under  the  peraonal  command  of  His 
Excellency  Genera)  Lake  at  Delhi  on  the  1  Itb  of  September, 
and  at  Laswaree  on  the  Ist  of  November,  and  under  your 
personal  command  at  Aseye  on  the  ^d  of  September,  and 
nearly  the  whole  of  Scindiah's  artillery  has  been  taken  or 
destroyed.    The  greater  part  of  Scindiah's  European  officers 
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Deccan,  have  been  occupied  by  the  combined  armies  of  the 
British  GoTeniment,  and  the  Soubadar  of  the  Deccan. 

ST.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  must  be 
considered  separately  in  any  negotiation  with  that  chief.  It 
is  proper  however  to  state  that  loss  in  this  place,  because  it 
has  diminished  the  power  of  Scindiah  as  a  confederate  against 
the  British  Government  and  our  allies,  in  the  further  prose- 
cution of  the  war. 

SS.  From  the  Rajah  of  Berar  all  the  intermixed  Mabratta 
territories  within  the  frontier  of  the  Company  on  the  side  of 
Midnapore,  have  been  taken  and  annexed  to  the  British 
dominions,  and  the  valuable  province  of  Cuttack  has  also 
been  subdued,  and  nearly  settied.  The  loss  of  Juggernaut 
must  deeply  affect  the  consideration  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar  in 
the  eyes  of  all  the  native  powers.  It  is  also  reasonaUe  to 
suppose  that  the  military  force  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar  roust 
have  suffered  considerably  at  the  battle  of  Assye,  and  during 
his  subsequent  unsuccessful  operations,  until  the  period  of 
his  disgraceful  retreat  to  his  own  territories. 

29.  Under  these  circumstances  the  power  and  donunion  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  must  be  considered  to  have  suffered  a 
degree  of  reduction  nearly  amounting  to  total  ruin ;  and  the 
Rajah  of  Berar  with  such  reduction  as  he  has  suffered  in  his 
separate  resources,  appears  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  British 
Govenunent  for  the  remainder  of  his  possessions,  without  any 
further  hope  (in  the  event  of  a  continuance  of  the  war)  than 
that  which  he  may  found  on  the  existing  remnant  of  Scin- 
diah's  power. 

30.  You  have  not  apprized  me  of  your  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  degree  of  connection  remaining  between  Scindiah  and 
the  Rajah  of  Berar  since  the  separation  of  their  forces.  The 
proposition  of  Appah  Dessaye  tending  to  represent  Scindiah 
as  a  mediator  for  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  for  Holkar,  fiir^ 
nishes  no  proof  of  the  subsistence  of  the  confederacy  between 
Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar.  This  representation  may 
have  been  fabricated  by  Appah  Dessaye,  or  by  Juswunt  Rao 
Goorparab,  or  by  Scindiah  for  the  purposes  of  their  own 
interests,  or  for  the  gratification  of  the  characteristic  vanity 
and  pride  of  the  Mahratte  chieftains. 

SI.  It  is  therefore  possible  that  in  the  present  state  of  the 
relation  between  the  two  chiefs,  neither  can  expect  cordial  or 
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effectual  eapport  from  the  aid  of  the  other ;  whUe  it  is  evident 
that  the  cause  of  both  must  have  Buffered  fi-om  their 
common  loss  and  disgrace  during  the  continuance  of  the 
confederacy. 

32.  Scindiah  cannot  entertain  any  just  hope  founded  upon 
bis  own  power  and  resoivces  of  recovering  any  part  of  his 
possessions,  or  of  retrieving  any  branch  of  his  affairs  by  the 
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that  of  the  British  GoTernment)  has  reduced  ever;  importaot 
question  respecting  the  conditions  of  peace  to  considentioiu 
of  policy  and  justice.  No  necessity  exists  to  require  a  speedy 
conclusion  of  peace  on  terras  in  any  degree  inadequate  to  our 
just  rights  and  permanent  security. 

39.  Any  appearance  on  our  part  of  a  solicitude  for  the 
early  termination  of  the  war,  would  probably  frustrate  that 
desirable  object,  and  a  premature  or  defective  treaty  of  peace 
would  open  ii-esh  and  abundant  sources  of  war,  from  which 
innumerable  calamities  would  flow  hereafter,  when  we  might 
not  retain  the  advantages  which  we  now  possess  for  the 
rigorous  prosecution  of  hostilities, 

40.  The  restoration  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  of  any  part 
of  the  territories  conquered  from  that  chieftain  b  therefore  to 
be  viewed  as  an  act  of  mere  concession,  and  liberal  clemency 
on  the  part  of  the  British  Government,  proceeding  from  those 
principles  of  moderation  and  prudence,  which  ctmstitute  the 
foundations  of  our  policy  in  India. 

41.  It  would  neither  be  just,  humane,  nor  honourable  to 
insist  upon  the  reduction  of  Scindiah's  power  to  any  extent 
unnecessary  to  secure  the  just  objects  of  the  war,  together 
with  the  safety  of  the  British  power  and  its  allies.  The 
British  Government  will  never  deem  any  course  of  policy  to 
be  consistent  with  its  wisdom  and  true  interests,  which  is 
repugnant  to  the  genuine  dictates  of  justice,  humaoi^  and 
honour. 

4^  My  duty  requires  me  to  employ  every  effort  to  reduce 
the  power  of  the  enemy  within  the  bounds  prescribed  by  the 
security  of  the  interests  committed  to  my  charge,  but  it  would 
be  equally  injurious  to  the  glory  and  power  of  this  govern- 
ment to  prosecute  war  for  the  purposes  of  vengeance,  and  to 
urge  the  fall  of  a  conquered  enemy  beyond  the  limits  of  our 
own  safety  and  self-defence. 

43.  The  state  of  the  war  and  the  conduct  of  Scindiah 
might  have  been  such  as  to  require  the  entire  destruction  of 
Scindi^'s  power,  for  purposes  absolutely  necessary  to  our 
security.  In  the  present  circumstances,  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  unnecessary  to  proceed  to  that  extremity,  and  under  this 
impression  I  now  proceed  to  signify  to  you  the  conditions 
upon  which  I  am  prepared  to  conclude  peace  with  Scindiah. 

44.  The  most  advantageous  basis  of  a  peace  with  Scindiah 
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would  certainly  be  formed  by  his  accession  to  tbe  general 
defensive  alliance,  and  by  his  acceptance  of  a  subsidiary  force 
from  tbe  British  Government  on  the  terms  of  the  treaties  of 
Hyderabad  and  Bassein,  according  to  the  propositions  ten- 
dered to  Scindiah  by  Colonel  Collins  at  various  periods  of 
time.     Copies  of  those  propositions  are  forwarded  to  you  for 


Digitized  by  Google 


510  THE  MARQUESS  WELLESLEY  TO  DeC. 

tbe  Jumna  and  the  river  Snttedge,  with  the  chiefs  and  terriCoriei  of  Bnn- 
delcuud  ani  BoKbelcund,  and  with  uiy  chief  or  territory  utuated  to  the 
northward  of  the  province  of  Malwa ;  and  all  cMms  whatever  on  b31 
those  chiefs  and  territories. 

Article  6th.  Scindiah  to  renounce  all  claims  upon  the  SeiL  chiefs  or 
territories. 

Article  7th.  All  chiefs  kod  states  who  may  have  assisted  the  British 
iioverament  during  the  war,  to  be  protected  from  injury,  although  thdr 
territory  may  be  ceded  to  Scindiah  b;  the  treaty  of  peace. 

Article  8th.  All  treaties  concluded  by  General  Lake  or  Major-Generai 
Wellesley,  or  by  the  British  Government  with  any  chiefs  or  states  during 
the  war,  to  be  aclcnowledged  and  confirmed  by  tbe  treaty  of  peace,  and 
all  alliances  formed  by  the  British  Government  during  the  war,  to  be  ac- 
knowledged and  confirmed  by  the  treaty  of  peace. 

Article  9th.  His  M^estf  Shah  Auluui  and  tbe  royal  family  to  be  under 
tbe  protection  of  the  British  Government,  and  Scindiah  to  renounce  alt 
concern  in  his  Majesty's  affiurs. 

Article  tOth.  The  fortress  and  city  of  Baroach,  with  the  whole  terri- 
tory dependent  thereon,  to  be  retained  by  the  Company. 

Article  Utb.  The  fortress  of  Powanghur,  and  the  fort  and  district  of 
Champnneer,  to  be  retained  by  the  Company. 

Article  12th.  All  other  districts  in  Guzerat  helonipDg  to  Sdndiali, 
within  distance  of  tbe  sea,  to  be  ceded  to  the  Company. 

Article  13th.  The  fortress  of  Ahmednuggur,  with  the  territory  de- 
pendent thereon,  to  be  ceded  to  tbe  Peishwa. 

Article  14th.  All  territories  belonging  to  Scindiah,  sitnated  to  the 
southward  and  eastward  of  the  Adjuntee  bills,  inclnding  the  fort  and  dis- 
trict of  Jalnapore,  and  all  districts  in  which  Scindiah  may  have  exercised 
a  joint  right  with  the  Soubadar  of  the  Deccan,  to  collect  the  revenues  to 
be  ceded  to  the  Soubadar  of  the  Deccan. 

Article  16th.  Scindiah  to  renounce  all  clun  of  Choute,  of  whatever 
denomination,  on  the  Soubadar  of  tbe  Deccan,  and  all  allies  of  the  Bri>- 
tish  Government. 

Artjde  16th.  Srandiah  to  renounce  all  claims,  of  whatever  denominb- 
Uon,  upon  the  Nizam,  the  Pdshwa,  the  Guickowar,  and  all  allies  of  the 
Company. 

Article  I7th.  Scindiah  to  dismiss  from  his  service  all  Europeans  now 
entertuned  therein,  and  never  to  entertun  any  European  in  bis  serrice 
without  tbe  express  consent  of  the  British  Government. 

Article  IBth.  IScindiah  never  to  entertun  in  his  service  any  native  sub- 
ject of  the  British  Government  without  tbe  express  permisuon  of  tho 
British  Government. 

Article  19th.  The  British  Government  and  Scindiah  constantly  to 
miuntain  Resident  Envoys  at  th^  respective  Durbars,  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  mutual  good  understanding. 

Article  SOtb.  The  fort  of  Asseerghur,  and  the  city  of  Boorhaunpore, 
with  all  the  territories  dependent  thereon  in  Candeish,  to  be  restored  to 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 
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Article  2lBt.  The  district  of  Godn  tn  be  restored  to  Dowlut  lUo 
Scindiah. 

Article  23d.  All  territories  and  posseesioDs  L-onquered  from  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah  in  Malwa  and  Candeish,  to  the  northward  of  the  Taptee,  to 
be  restored  to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 

Article  23d.  All  territories  and  poasessinna  belon)png  to  the  Peishna 
in  Maltva  or  Ceuideish,  to  the  northward  of  the  Taptee,  to  be  ceded  to 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 
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amount  of  the  force  to  be  maintained  by  Scindiah  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Ahmednuggur.  Articles  17tb,  18tb,  and  19tb,  are 
also  additions  to  your  propositions.  The  independence  of 
Ambajee,  and  the  arrangements  of  the  territory  held  by  him, 
have  probably  been  guaranteed  already  by  the  Commander- 
in-chief.    This  article,  therefore,  will  not  admit  of  alteration. 

50.  The  admission  of  Scindiah  into  any  part  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Guzerat  is  extremely  objectionable.  If  it  be  practi- 
cable, it  would  tend  much  to  the  stabitity  of  the  peace  to 
exclude  Scindiah  altogether  from  all  intermixture  with  the 
territories  of  our  aUies.  The  same  reasoning  apphes  with 
additional  force  against  the  restitution  of  any  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Ahmednuggur.  The  restoration  of  any  portion  of 
Scindiah's  authority  in  a  possession  so  contiguous  to  Poonah 
and  to  the  frontier  of  the  Nizam  ought  to  be  avoided. 

51.  The  restitution  of  Powanghur,Champaneer  and  Godra, 
appears  to  be  less  dangerous  than  any  other  restitution  pro- 
posed in  Guzerat.  The  absolute  exclusion  of  Scindiah  from 
any  maritime  possession  appears  to  me  to  be  indispensable, 

32.  Your  reasoning  respecting  the  fort  of  Asseerghur  and 
the  city  of  Boorhaunpore  is  perfectly  satisfactory. 

53.  The  articles  17th  and  18th,  respecting  the  exclusion 
from  Scindiah's  sendee  of  all  European  officers  and  British 
subjects,  European  or  native,  are  indispensable. 

54'.  The  19th  article  respecting  the  residence  of  envoys  is 
also  absolutely  necessary. 

55.  The  alterations  which  I  hare  made  upon  your  proposi- 
tions appear  to  me  to  be  extremely  desirable,  if  not  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  our  security  against  Scindialh 

56.  You  will,  however,  he  more  competent  to  form  a  cor- 
rect view  of  many  details  of  this  subject,  than  it  is  possible 
for  me  to  take  at  this  distance.  You  can  also  ascertain  coi^ 
rectly  the  precise  degree  in  which  Scindiah's  means  of  con- 
tinuing the  war  have  been  reduced  by  our  success;  and 
therefore,  although  my  judgment  would  incline  me  to  appre- 
hend danger  from  any  concession  beyond  the  limits  of  this 
plan  (B),  I  authorize  you  to  exercise  your  discretion  in 
changing  or  modilying  any  of  the  articles  (excepting  articles 
4th,  17tii,  18th,  and  19th),  bearing  in  mind,  however,  the 
general  tenor  and  spirit  of  my  instructions. 

57.  In  my  opinion,  the  terms  of  peace  granted  to  Scin- 
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diah  by  this  plan  (B),  are  not  only  just  and  equitable,  but 
liberil,  considered  with  reference  to  the  relative  situation  of 
the  belligerent  powers. 

58,  The  principal  objects  to  be  observed  in  the  conditions 
of  peace  with  Scindiali,  abould  be  to  limit  his  military  power 
and  resources,  and  to  preclude  his  intercourse  with  France, 
his  interierence  with  our  allies  and  dependants,  and  his  re- 
sumption of  the  means  of  menacing  our  frontier,  and  of  dis- 
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of  the  amount  of  that  stationed  at  Hyderabad,  I  would  re- 
quire no  other  assignment  of  territory,  or  of  other  funds  for 
the  payment  of  the  subsidy,  than  that  comprehended  in  the 
articles  of  the  treaty  proposed  in  this  plan  (C). 

63.  In  this  event  you  will  annex  the  subsidiary  engage- 
ments on  the  part  of  the  British  Govemment  to  the  articles 
already  stated,  omitting  any  assignment  of  territory  or  of 
other  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  subsidy  on  the  part  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 

64.  As  it  is  possible,  however,  that  it  may  be  satisfactory 
to  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  assign  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty, 
in  the  form  of  security  for  the  payment  of  the  subsidy,  the 
whole  or  part  of  the  territories  required  to  be  ceded  to  the 
British  Government  by  the  preceding  articles,  I  authorize 
you  to  accede  to  any  such  proposition  on  the  part  of  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah,  prorided  the  cession  of  all  such  territory  shall 
contain  a  complete  renunciation  of  all  right  or  claim  of  so- 
vereignty or  authority  on  the  part  of  Dowlut  Rao  Sdndiah, 
and  an  acknowledgement  of  the  perpetual  rights  of  sove- 
reignty of  the  British  Government  over  such  territory  to  the 
extent  in  which  Scindiah  may  possess  the  right  or  power  of 
ceding  or  acknowledging  such  perpetual  sovereignty. 

65.  In  the  present  condition  of  Scindiah'e  affairs,  it  is  not 
improbable  that  he  may  be  inclined  to  seek  the  protection  of 
a  subsidiary  force  of  British  troops,  from  which  alone  he  can 
now  expect  to  derive  effectual  support  against  Holkar,  or 
even  the  means  of  muntaining  himself  against  the  tributaries 
and  dependants  which  will  remain  nominally  annexed  to  hia 
dominions  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

66.  As  the  preceding  observations  contain  every  instruc- 
tion necessary  to  enable  you  to  negociate  and  conclude  peace 
with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  and  as  you  have  already  received 
the  notification  of  the  concessions  to  be  required  from  the 
Rtyab  of  Berar,  I  shall  despatch  this  letter,  reserving  for 
future  consideration  such  instructions  as  may  appear  to  me 
to  be  necessary  to  regulate  the  partition  of  our  conquests  with 
the  allies,  and  to  complete  the  system  of  a  general  pacifica- 
tion of  the  native  powers  of  Hindostan  and  the  Deccan. 

67.  In  reviewing  this  despatch,  I  perceive  that  I  have  not 
noticed  an  omission  in  the  plan  of  peace  with  Scindiah  con- 
tuned  in  your  despatch  of  the  1 1th  of  November.     That 


Digitized  by  Google 


180S.  HAJOR-GBNERAL  WELLESLEY.  515 

omission  is  supplied  in  article  8tb  of  each  of  the  three  plans 
(A),  (B),  (C) ;  and  as  the  substance  of  that  article  was  brought 
under  your  particular  consideration  by  the  notes  despatched 
to  you  on  the  S6th  of  October,  I  am  satisfied  that  this  sub- 
ject will  engage  your  attention  in  the  negociation  of  peace 
with  any  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wellesley. 

Note  to  etrptain  the  intention  of  Article*  5lh,  €lh,  7th,  and  Bih,  reipecHng 

the  KKhthn  of  ScindiaAU  injkienee  over  the  pettg  ttate*  in  HinAutan. 

Ambajee'B  territories  extend  to  Seronge,  and  include  Gohud  and  the 
district  of  Kutchwarai  yielding,  it  is  stated,  thirteen  lacs  of  rupees 
simually. 

WithiD  these  territories  are  the  independent  chieftuns  of  Kota; 
Boondee,  Raggoghur,  (situated  betneen  Kota  and  Seronge) ;  Chandoree, 
Dutteah,  Jansi,  Galpy,  and  Narwa. 

The  other  chieftains  to  be  rendered  independent  of  Scindiah,  and  to  be 
inclnded  in  the  terms  of  peace,  appear  to  be — 

I.  The  Suks.  II.  1.  Jypore.  2.  Joudpmr.  3.  Ondipoor.  4.  Petty 
chiefship  of  Kerowlee.  Ibypooti,  6.  Petty  chie&hip  of  Kishenghur  near 
Ajmere.  6.  The  chief  of  Macherry,  called  the  Rao  Rajah,  whose  capi- 
tal is  Alwar,  and  with  whom  a  treaty  has  been  concluded  by  General  Lake. 
7-  The  district  of  Beykaneer ;  and  8.  Generally  all  territories  lying  to 
the  northward  of  Oudipoor,  Kutchwaro  (Ambajee'e  district  which  is  to  be 
included,)  and  fiebut,  so  as  to  include  the  passes  in  that  quarter  leading 
into  Hindostao. 

III.  The  Jauts,  the  principal  of  nhom  are  the  Raos  of  Gobud,  and  the 
Bhurtpoor  R^ah,  with  the  latter  of  whom  a  treaty  has  already  been  con- 
cluded by  General  Lake. 

IV.  liie  districts  of  Bundelcund,  Bogglecund,  Bopaul,  Gorrah,  Chun- 
d^,  Sohagpoor,  Chohan,  Billonnja,  Singrowla. 

Some  petty  chieftuns  may  hare  been  omitted  in  this  list,  but  General 
Wellesley  is  reconunended  to  caQ  upon  Uent. -Colonel  Reynold,  who 
possesses  the  most  accurate  information  with  regard  to  the  province  of 
Malwa  and  the  countries  in  its  ricinity. 

Note  to  be  added  to  the  %th  Article. 
This  line  will  be  understood  by  a  reference  lo  Rennet's  Map  of  Hin- 
dostan.  The  states  to  be  inclnded  in  the  terms  of  peace  are  all  situated 
to  the  northward  of  a  line  drawn  from  Joodpoor  to  Beehut,  a  town  on 
the  western  extremity  of  Bundelcund.  Provision  should  also  be  made 
for  excluding  Scindiah  altogether  from  any  connection  with  the  chiefs 
occupying  the  prorincea  of  Bnndelcund  and  Bogglecund,  and  the  dis- 
tricts of  Ourreb,  Sohagpoor,  Chnndail,  Chohan,  Billounja,  and  Sing- 
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LORD  WILLIAM  BENTINCK  TO 


Lord  mUiam  BeMtKci  to  the  Marqveit  tfelleOeg. 

CPriTBte.) 

My  Loud,  '  Fort  St.  Orarge,  Dec.  14,  1S03. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Lordship's  very  flattering  letter  of  the  19th  Noveniber.  The 
sentiments  of  approbation  which  your  Lordship  has  bad  the 
kindness  to  express  upon  my  opinions  respecting  the  various 
points  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Hoghton's  communication,  have  been 
highly  gratifying  to  me.  I  trust  that  my  future  conduct  will 
correspond  with  the  principles  which  I  have  professed.  I 
mistake  my  own  feelings  if  I  am  not  as  anxious  as  I  ought  to 
be  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  this  government  upon  the  honour- 
able system  adopted  by  my  predecessor,  and  to  maintain  un- 
tarnished, as  far  as  depends  upon  my  humble  endeavours, 
the  national  character  so  extraordinarily  exalted  under  your 
Lordship's  auspices. 

In  the  French  intercepted  correspondence  which  I  had 
the  honour  of  forwarding  some  days  ago,  a  Monsieur  Collin 
states  himself  to  be  a  secret  agent  of  the  French  at  Pondi- 
cherry.  He  is  represented  to  be  a  man  of  ability,  with  a 
great  disposition  to  intrigue.  I  directed  the  commanding 
officer  at  Pondicherry  to  arrest  him,  to  point  out  to  bim  that 
he  could  be  considered  in  no  other  situation  than  that  of  a 
spy,  and  that  he  became  Uable  to  capital  punishment  as  esta- 
blished by  the  general  usage  of  all  nations  in  such  cases ; 
that  his  only  hope  of  pardon  must  arise  from  an  unreserved 
disclosure  of  the  views  and  projects  of  the  French.  He  was 
very  intimate  with  General  Binot,  and  some  despatches  which 
were  received  from  the  Isle  of  France  a  day  or  two  before 
the  departure  of  the  cartel  from  Pondicherry  were,  I  under- 
stand, opened  in  his  presence.  He  has  pretended  entire 
ignorance  upon  all  the  subjects  upon  which  he  has  been  in- 
terrogated. I  have  ordered  him  to  be  sent  to  the  Presidency, 
and  when  he  perceives  a  determination  to  proceed  to  extre- 
mities, I  have  no  doubt  of  his  giving  some  interesting  infor- 
mation. Both  Monsieur  Collin  and  Ragapa  positively  deny 
the  fact  (asserted  in  the  letter  of  the  latter  to  General  Binot) 
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of  communication  having  been  made  from  the  native  powers 
to  the  French. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing  your  Lordship,  that 
from  a  private  letter  received  from  the  Collector  in  Malabar, 
there  is  ever;  reason  to  hope  that  the  insurrection  in  that 
province  will  soon  be  entirely  quelled.  The  princes  of  the 
Pyche  family,  who  lately  made  their  escape  from  Cannanore, 
have  made  offers  to  surrender  themselves.  It  is  understood 
that  their  uncle,  the  Pyche  Rajah,  is  also  desirous  of  giving 
himself  up.  Tranquillity  never  can  be  established  as  long  as 
that  rebel  remains  at  large.  The  people  are  every  day  bring- 
ing in  their  arms, 

i  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  greatest  respect,  my  Lord, 

your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 
W.  Bbntimck. 


ne  Hon.  Major-Geiteral  Wetletl^  to  the  Marqueu  Welletleg. 

Camp  at  Deoguim,  Dec.  16,  1603. 
My  Loed,  [Received  Joa.  24,  1804.] 

Af^r  the  battle  of  Argaum,  I  determined  to  lose  no  time 
in  commencing  the  siege  of  Gawilghur,  and  accordingly 
marched  on,  and  arrived  at  Elichpoor  on  the  5th  instant  with 
both  divisions,  and  halted  on  the  6th,  in  order  to  establish 
an  hospital  for  the  wounded  in  the  battle  at  Argaum. 

The  fort  of  Gawilghur  is  situated  in  a  range  of  mountuns 
between  the  sources  of  the  rivers  Poonah  and  Taptee.  It 
stands  on  a  lofty  mountain  in  this  range,  and  consists  of  one 
complete  inner  fort,  which  fronts  to  the  south,  where  the 
rock  is  most  steep,  and  an  outer  fort,  which  covers  the  inner 
to  the  north-west  and  north.  This  outer  fort  has  a  third 
wall,  which  covers  the  approach  to  it  from  the  north  by  the 
village  of  Labada.  All  these  walls  are  strongly  built,  and 
fortified  by  ramparts  and  towers. 

The  communications  with  the  fort  are  through  three  gates : 
one  to  the  south  with  the  inner  fort ;  one  to  the  north-west 
with  the  outer  fort ;  and  one  to  the  north  with  the  third  walL 
The  ascent  to  the  first  is  very  long  and  steep,  and  is  prac- 


Digitized  by  Google 


518  HAJOBmEHBBAL  WBI.LB9I.EY  TO  DeC. 

ticable  only  for  men ;  that  to  the  second  is  by  a  road,  used 
for  the  common  communicationa  of  the  ganiaon  with  the 
countries  to  the  southvard ;  but  the  road  passes  round  the 
west  side  of  the  fort,  and  is  exposed  for  a  great  distance  to 
its  fire :  it  is  so  narrow  as  to  make  it  impracticable  to  ap- 
proach regularly  by  it,  and  ^e  rock  is  scarped  on  each  side. 
This  road  also  leads  no  farther  than  the  gate. 

The  communication  with  the  northern  gate  is  direct  fron 
the  village  of  Labada,  and  here  the  ground  b  level  with  that 
of  the  fort ;  but  the  road  to  Labada  leads  through  the  moun- 
tains for  about  thirty  miles  from  Elichpoor,  and  it  was  obvi- 
ous, that  the  difficulty  and  labour  of  moving  ordnance  and 
stores  to  Labada  would  be  very  great. 

However,  after  making  enquiry  at  Elichpoor,  it  appeared 
both  to  Colonel  Stevenson  and  me,  that  this  point  of  attack 
was,  upon  the  whole,  the  most  advantageous,  and  we  accord- 
ingly adopted  it. 

Colonel  Stevenson  had  equipped  bis  corps  at  Asseerghur 
for  the  siege  of  Gawilgbur,  for  which  service  it  had  long 
been  destined ;  and  I  therefore  determined  that  be  should 
make  the  principal  attack  by  Labada  ;  while  I  should  cover 
his  operations,  with  my  own  division  and  all  the  cavalry,  and, 
if  possible,  assist  them  by  other  attacks  to  the  southward  and 
westward. 

On  the  6th  instant,  the  Ist  batt^on  Sd  regiment  under 
UeuL-Colonel  Chalmers,  and  two  companies  of  the  94th,  and 
the  1st  of  the  6th  under  Captain  Maitland,  were  detached ; 
the  former,  to  drive  in  the  enemy  &om  the  ground  which  they 
occupied  to  the  sou^ward  of  the  fort,  and  the  latter,  to  seize 
the  fortified  village  of  Damergaum,  which  covers  the  entrance 
of  the  mountains,  by  the  road  by  which  Colonel  Stevenson 
was  to  pass  towards  Labada,  and  to  protect  the  parties  sent 
forward  to  reconnoitre  and  repair  the  roads  in  the  mountains. 
Both  these  detachments  succeeded. 

On  the  7th,  both  divisions  marched  irom  EUchpoor ;  Co- 
lonel Stevenson,  into  the  mountains  by  Damergaum,  and  my 
division,  towards  the  southern  face  of  the  fort'  of  Gawilgbur. 
From  that  day  till  the  ISth,  on  ^riach  Colonel  Stevenson 
broke  ground  n^ar  Labada,  the  troops  in  his  division  went 
Ihroilgh  a  series  of  laborious  services,  such  as  I  never  before 
witnessed,  with  the  utmost  cheeriulness  and  perseverance. 
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The  heavy  ordnance  and  stores  were  dragged  by  hand  over 
mountains,  and  through  ravines  for  nearly  the  whole  distance, 
by  roads  which  it  had  been  previously  necessary  for  the 
troops  to  make  for  themselves. 

On  the  13th  at  night,  Colonel  Stevenson  erected  two  bat- 
teries in  front  of  the  north  face  of  the  fort ;  one,  consisting  of 
two  iron  18  pounders,  and  three  iron  IS  pounders,  to  breach 
the  outer  fort  and  third  wall ;  and  one,  consisting  of  two 
brass  12  pounders  and  two  5J  inch  howitzers,  to  clear  and 
destroy  the  defences  on  the  point  of  attack. 

On  the  same  night  the  troops  of  my  division  constructed  a 
battery  for  two  iron  and  two  braes  12  pounder^  on  the  moun- 
tain under  the  southern  gate ;  with  a  view,  if  possible,  to 
breach  the  wall  near  that  gate,  or,  at  all  events,  to  draw  the 
enemy's  attention  to  that  quarter.  Unfortunately,  the  iron 
guns  could  not  be  moved  into  the  battery,  notwithstanding 
the  utmost  exertions  of  the  troops;  and  the  fire  of  the  brass 
guns  produced  but  little  efiect. 

The  fire  of  all  these  batteries  opened  on  the  ISth,  in  the 
morning ;  and  on  the  I4th,  at  night,  the  breaches  in  the  walls 
of  the  outer  fort  were  practicable.  All  the  arrangements  were 
made  for  storming  on  this  day.  Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny,  of  the 
1 1  th  regiment,  commanded  the  party  for  the  storm,  consisting 
of  the  flank  companies  of  the  94th  regiment,  and  of  the  na- 
tive corps  in  Colonel  Stevenson's  division,  supported  by  the 
94th  regiment,  and  Lieut.-Colonel  Halyburton's  brigade,  with 
Lieut-Colonel  Macleane's  brigade  in  a  reserve.  At  the  same 
hour,  I  made  two  attacks  from  the  southward,  to  draw  the 
enemy's  attention  to  this  quarter.  One,  under  Lieut.-Colonel 
Wallace,  consisting  of  the  74th  regiment,  five  companies  of 
the  78th,  and  the  1st  battalion  8th  regiment,  on  the  southern 
gate ;  and  one,  under  Lieut.-Colonel  Chalmers,  consisting  of 
five  companies  of  the  78th,  and  the  1st  battalion  10th  regi- 
ment, on  the  north-west  gate.  These  last  attacks  could  be 
of  no  service,  excepting  to  draw  the  enemy's  attention  from 
that  from  the  north ;  unless  they  should  succeed  in  blowing 
open  the  gates ;  till  they  should  communicate  vrith  detach- 
ments from  Colonel  Stephenson's  corps,  as  they  had  no  other 
means  of  entering  the  fort.  All  the  troops  advanced  at  about 
ten  in  the  morning.  The  detachment  under  Lieut.-Colonel 
Chalmers  arrived  at  the  north-west  gate,  at  the  moment  when 
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the  enemy  were  endeavouring  to  escape  through  it,  from  the 
detachment  of  Colonel  Stevenson's  corps,  which  had  been 
sent  to  communicate  with  Colonel  Chalmers,  and  he  entered 
without  difficulty. 

The  wall  of  the  inner  fort,  in  which  no  breach  had  been 
made,  was  then  to  be  carried.  After  some  attempts  upon  the 
gate  of  communication  between  the  inner  and  outer  fort,  a 
place  was  found,  at  which  it  was  possible  to  escalade  the 
wall.  Captain  Campbell,  with  the  Kght  infantry  of  the  944h 
regiment,  fixed  the  ladders  against  this  place,  escaladed  the 
wall,  opened  the  gate  for  the  storming  party,  and  the  fort 
was  shortly  in  our  possession. 

The  enemy's  garrison  was  numerous.  It  consisted  of  Raje- 
poots,  and  of  a  great  part  of  Beny  Sing's  regular  in&ntry, 
which  had  escaped  from  the  battle  of  Argaum,  commanded 
by  Beny  Sing  himself.  They  were  all  well  armed  with  Com- 
pany's new  muskets  and  bayonets.  Vast  numbers  of  them 
were  killed,  particularly  at  the  different  gates. 

This  service  has  been  performed,  I  hope,  with  small  loss 
on  our  side.  No  officer  has  been  killed,  and  none  wounded 
that  I  have  heard  of,  excepting  Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny  of  the 
1 1  th  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Young  of  the  2d,  7th. 

In  the  performance  of  this  service  all  the  good  qualities  of 
British  troops  have  been  conspicuous,  to  a  degree  which  I 
have  seldom  witnessed.  In  bringing  on  their  ordnance  and 
stores  to  the  point  of  attack,  the  troops  of  Colonel  Steven- 
son's division  performed  the  moat  laborious  work,  with  a  zeal 
for  the  service,  and  patience  and  perseverance  never  sur- 
passed ;  and  when  opposed  to  the  enemy,  their  conduct 
shewed  the  same  gallant  spirit  that  has  carried  the  British 
troops  through  so  many  difficulties  in  the  course  of  this  war. 

I  am  particularly  indebted  to  Colonel  Stevenson,  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  conducted  the  service  entrusted  to  him, 
from  the  moment  of  his  march  from  Elichpoor  to  that  of  the 
capture  of  Gawilghur ;  to  Lieut.-Colonel  Kenny,  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  led  on  the  storming  party ;  to  Captain 
Campbell  and  the  light  infantry  of  the  94th  regiment,  for  the 
escalade  of  the  inner  fort ;  to  Major  Campbell  and  the  94<th 
regiment,  and  to  Lieut.-Colonel  Halyburton  and  his  brigade, 
which  troops  supported  the  attack. 

Captain  Burke,  who  commanded  the  artillery  with  the  sub- 
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sidury  force,  and  Captain  Heitland  of  the  pioneers,  and 
Captain  Johnson  of  the  Bombay  engineers,  are  also  entitled 
to  my  acknowledgements.  The  two  Utter  were  aent  from 
my  division  to  assist  Colonel  Stevenson.  Upon  the  occasion 
of  mentioning  the  name  of  Captain  Johnson,  I  'cannot  omit 
to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  throughout  this  campaign 
that  officer  has  performed  the  most  important  service  in  the 
department  of  the  guides  entrusted  to  his  charge ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  his  surveys  will  be  a  valuable  public 
acquisition. 

Although  the  most  laborious,  and  the  most  brilliant  part  of 
this  service  did  not  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  troops  of  ray  division, 
I  have  to  apprize  your  Excellency  that  they  performed  that 
part  allotted  to  them  in  a  manner  perfectly  satisfactory  to  me; 
and  Lieut.-CotOnel  Wallace  and  Lieut.-CoIonel  Chalmers, 
and  Captain  Beauman,  commanding  the  artillery,  have  re- 
ceived my  thanks,  for  the  manner  in  which  the  two  former 
led  their  divisions  to  the  attack,  and  the  latter  exerted  him- 
self,  to  forward  the  service  of  his  department. 

I  shall  hereafter  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your 
ExceQency,  lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  returns  of 
the  ordnance  and  property  captured  in  the  fort. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  ExceUency's  most  obedient  and 

futhful  humble  servant, 
Abtuub  Welleslzy. 


No.  CLII. 

Lord  Ca*tlereagk  to  the  Marquai  fFellethy. 

(Most  Secret) 

London,  23d  June,  1803. 
My  dear  Lord,  [Received  15th  December,  1803.] 

You  will  receive  by  the  present  conveyance  the  declaration 
of  hostiUties  against  the  Batavian  Republic,  an  event  neces- 
sarily foreseen.  The  offer  of  neutrality  has  cost  us  nothing, 
and  has  had  its  effect  I  understand  in  Holland.  However 
small  the  probability  is  of  a  speedy  termination  of  the  war,  I 
am  persuaded  your  Lordship  will  feel  the  importance  of  losing 
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no  time  in  getting  pOBseesion  of  Cochin,  with  a  view  of  secur- 
ing the  demolition  of  its  works  agsinst  every  contingency. 

Ifitherto  the  war  has  been  productiTe  of  no  event,  except 
the  occupation  of  Hanover.  The  captures  have  been  unusu- 
ally numerous  by  our  cruizers,  considering  the  extent  of  the 
enemy's  commerce.  The  moment  was  seasonably  chosen  for 
bringing  the  question  to  an  issue,  much  of  their  trade  being 
at  sea. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  of  . 
the  parliament,  on  the  subject  of  the  war.  The  degree  of 
concurrence  is  far  beyond  what  could  have  been  hoped  for, 
and  the  only  difiiculty  government  has  to  contend  against  in 
either  bouse  is,  the  charge  of  not  calling  even  more  largely 
on  the  resources  of  the  country. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  financial  arrangements  go  beyond 
what  I  ventured  to  hint  in  a  former  letter.  The  budget  of 
thirteen  millions  is  in  progress,  with  every  prospect  of  being 
carried  through  with  a  very  slight  resistance.  If  we  can 
accomplish  that  great  desideratum  of  providing  even  in  war 
against  the  accumulation  of  debt,  it  will  place  us  indeed  on 
high  ground.  I  trust  your  Lordship  vrill  carry  the  principle 
a  step  fiirther  in  India,  by  paying  off  debt  during  the  contest. 

The  plan  of  raising  50,000  men  to  be  officered  by  officers 
of  the  line  is  in  progress.  When  this  army  is  rused,  we  shall 
then  have  at  home  50,000  regulars,  90,000  miUtia,  and  50,000 
of  this  description  of  force,  which  will  be  appUcable  to  the 
defence  of  either  island,  in  all  190,000  men,  exclusive  of 
yeomanry,  and  local  levies  of  a  more  irregular  class  which 
will  be  carried  to  a  considerable  extent  It  is  also  hoped 
that  a  draft  for  the  line  from  the  other  descriptions  of  force 
may  be  obtained,  so  as  to  complete  the  regular  army.  This 
will'  encrease  our  line  at  home  to  70,000,  which  will  give  us  a 
disposable  force  of  at  least  40,000,  without  weakening  internal 
defence  improvidently. 

I  have  sent  to  the  Court  a  despatch  on  the  subject  of  the 
College,  with  respect  to  which  I  understand  a  representation 
is  to  be  made  to  the  Board.  I  propose  delaying  the  depar- 
ture of  the  overland  express  for  some  days,  with  a  view  of 
transmitting  our  proceedings,  together  with  my  own  senti- 
ments to  your  Lordship  on  this  subject. 

Lord  St.  Vincent  is  preparing  three  sail  of  the  line  to  re- 
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inforce  your  Indian  squadron,  fmd  hopes  to  despatch  them 
soon.  I  have  requested  a  number  of  frigates,  as  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  you  should  be  secured  by  numerous 
cruizers  against  the  depredations  which  the  enemy  will  attempt 
against  the  commerce. 

It  afibrds  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  observe  that  your 
Lordship's  decision  was  taken  to  remain  in  India)  during  the 
present  critical  circumstances  of  affairs.  I  trust  your  devo- 
tion to  the  public  service  will  be  rewarded  by  bringing  the 
M ahrstta  diSerences  to  a  termination  the  most  satisfactory  to 
our  interests,  after  which  I  am  sanguine  enough  to  hope,  that 
the  present  war  may  pass  over  without  a  shot  being  fired 
in  India. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord, 

Ever  most  sincerely  yours, 
Castlereaoh. 


ITie  Marqueu  ffelletttf  to  Lord  Cattlereagh. 
My  dear  Lord,  Fort  WUUam,  Dec.  15th,  1803. 

Your  Lordship  has  been  already  apprized  of  the  motives 
which  had  induced  me  to  continue  in  this  government  beyond 
the  period  of  the  month  of  January  1803,  with  a  view  to  the 
important  crisis  of  affairs  which  had  occurred  in  the  Mah- 
ratta  empire.  Subsequent  events  have  proved  that  I  was  not 
mistaken  with  regard  to  the  importance  of  that  crisis,  and  to 
the  nature  of  my  public  duties  as  connected  with  it. 

I  received  with  great  satisfaction  the  determination  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  and  the  Court  of  Directors  upon  the  late 
settlement  of  the  Camatic. 

Your  Lordship  and  the  public  being  in  full  possession  of 
the  information  upon  which  my  decision  respecting  the  affairs 
of  the  Carnatic  was  formed,  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  a 
correct  judgment  will  be  delivered  upon  the  issue  of  any 
public  discussion  relative  to  that  settlement.  Having  exer- 
cised my  judgment  upon  the  question  to  the  best  of  my 
abihty,  my  duty  appears  to  me  to  be  completely  discharged, 
and  I  retain  no  further  solicitude  upon  the  subject  than  that 


Digitized  by  Google 


5'2^  THE  HABQUESS  WELLKBLEY  TO  I>eC. 

such  ah  arrangement  of  the  affairs  of  tbe  Camatic  u  may 
appear  to  Parliament  to  be  just,  wise,  and  honourable,  may 
be  secured  upon  permanent  foundations. 

Your  Lordship^B  superior  understanding,  and  your  high 
sense  of  the  public  interests  and  honour,  have  already  led 
you  to  draw  a  just  conclusion  from  the  transactions  in  the 
Camatic ;  and  I  am  Batisfied  that  your  sentiments  on  thtt 
subject  will  be  confirmed  by  fiirther  dehberation,  and  will  be 
maintained  with  the  ability  and  energy,  which  have  always 
distinguished  your  public  opinions. 

The  act  of  1793  declares,  that  the  "  pursuit  of  schemes  of 
conquest  and  extension  of  dominion  in  India,  is  repugnant  to 
the  wish,  the  honour,  and  policy  of  the  nation."  This  decla- 
tory  preamble  mtroduces  the  regulation  of  preventing  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  in  India,  in  the  conclusion  of 
treaties  of  guarantee  involving  the  contingency  of  war,  without 
the  express  command  and  authority  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
or  of  the  Secret  Committee. 

No  inference  can  be  drawn  from  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the 
act  of  (793,  to  preclude  the  extension  of  the  British  territories 
in  India,  by  just  and  legitimate  means,  unconnected  with 
schemes  of  conquest  and  irregular  ambition. 

The  extension  of  territory  which  followed  the  conquest  of 
Mysore  in  1799,  might  otherwise  have  been  condemned  on 
similar  grounds.  That  conquest  as  the  result  of  a  just  and 
necessary  war,  and  the  transfer  of  the  enemy's  dominions  to 
our  authority,  although  involving  considerable  extension  of 
territory,  was  never  deemed  for  that  reason  to  be  inconsistent 
with  the  poUcy  of  the  act  of  1793,  but  was  declared  to  be 
justified  by  the  same  principles  which  had  justified  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war. 

With  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  and  with  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjore  subsidiary  engagements  were  concluded  by  hord 
Comwallis  in  1792,  which  eventually  stipulated  for  a  consi- 
derable «xtenBion  of  the  territory  of  the  Company,  in  the 
contingency  of  ultimate  failure  on  the  part  of  those  princes 
in  the  regular  payment  of  the  subsidy ;  but  it  never  yet  has 
been  contended  that  in  the  event  of  such  failure,  it  would 
have  been  inconsistent  with  the  poUcy  of  the  act  of  1793,  to 
have  insisted  upon  the  right  of  the  Company  to  demand  the 
execution  of  those  articles  of  the  respective  subsidiary  trea- 
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ties,  which  either  in  direct  terms  or  by  manifest  implication 
entitled  the  Company  to  an  extension  of  territory  in  commu- 
tation of  the  subsidiary  payments. 

The  Company  on  various  occasions,  with  the  authority  of 
his  Majesty,  has  expressed  great  anxiety  to  commute  the 
subsidies  of  the  Camatic,  and  Tanjore,  for  adequate  terri- 
torial security.  It  never  has  occurred  until  l^e  present 
moment,  to  represent  such  a  commutation  as  in  any  degree 
repugnant  to  the  wish,  the  honour,  or  policy  of  the  nation, 
or  to  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  acts  of  regulation. 

On  my  arrival  in  India  in  April  1798, 1  endeavoured  in 
conformity  to  my  original  instructions  from  the  Court  of 
Directors,  to  obtain  a  commutation  of  this  nature  in  the 
Camatic.  Your  Lordship  is  apprized  of  my  repeated  and 
anxious  efforts  to  effect  this  object,  and  you  are  also  informed 
that  in  pursuing  it  I  followed  the  steps  of  Lord  Hobart's 
government,  which  had  proceeded  also  under  the  commands 
of  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Lord  Hobart  and  I  were  equally  unsuccessful,  but  our 
efforts  have  received  the  most  unequivocal  and  frequent  tes- 
timonies of  public  and  official  approbation,  nor  was  an  attempt 
ever  hazarded  to  represent  our  endeavours  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  subsisting  subsidiary  engagements  of  the  Com- 
pany in  the  Camatic,  as  a  systematic  violation  of  the  act  of 
1793;  although  the  success  of  those  endeavours  must  have 
been  accompanied  by  an  extension  of  the  territory  of  the 
Company  in  India. 

In  the  settlement  of  Mysore  upon  concluding  subsidi- 
ary engagements  with  the  Rajah  of  Mysore,  I  have  already 
declared  in  my  letter  of  the  3d  of  August  1799,  to  the  Court 
of  Directors,  that  my  express  purpose  was  to  facilitate  the 
direct  control  of  the  Company  over  the  whole  territory  of 
Mysore,  with  a  view  to  the  more  effectual  security  of  the 
subsidy.  In  fact,  the  territory  governed  in  the  name  of  the 
Rajah  was  actually  annexed  to  the  Company's  dominion,  by 
that  article  of  the  subsidiary  treaty  of  Seringapatam,  which 
empowers  the  Company  at  any  time  to  assume  the  direct 
management  of  the  whole  country.*  But  this  treaty  has  not 
yet  been  quoted  to  prove  the  existence  of  a  systematic  plan 

'  Tbi«  hu  recently  been  done  under  the  suction  of  the  borne  sulhori- 
tiei. — lEd.} 
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of  territorial  acquisition  inconaistent  with  the  policy  of  the 
act  of  1793. 

In  Tanjore,  I  effected  in  the  year  1800,  a  commutation  of 
subsidy  founded  on  the  spirit  of  tny  original  inatnictions  res- 
pecting the  Camatic,  and  accordingly  the  territory  of  Tanjore 
was  annexed  to  the  Company's  possessions. 

In  the  year  1800,  a  new  treaty  of  subsidy  was  formed  with 
the  Nizam;  adverting  to  the  uniform  policy  pursued  by  the 
Company  since  the  act  of  1793,  to  the  tenor  of  my  instruc- 
tions respecting  the  Camatic,  and  to  my  experience  of  the 
evils  resulting  frem  the  existing  systems  of  subsidy  in  Oude 
and  the  Camatic,  I  formed  the  subsidiary  treaty  with  the 
Nizam  upon  the  principle  of  obtaining  territorial  security  for 
the  payment  of  the  subsidy,  instead  of  depending  for  the 
safety  of  those  funds  on  the  precarious  power,  and  imperfect 
administration  of  an  Indian  government. 

The  new  treaties  with  the  Rajah  of  Tai^ore,  and  with  the 
Nizam,  have  not  hitherto  been  arrtugned  on  the  grounds 
recently  stated. 

The  treaties  of  Surat,  and  the  treaties  with  the  Guikowar, 
were  founded  on  similar  principles  with  those  of  Tanjore  and 
Hyderabad,  substituting  territorial  security  for  an  engage- 
ment to  pay  the  amount  of  the  subsidy  from  the  treasury  of 
the  state.  The  right  to  conclude  a  subsidiary  engagement 
with  the  Guikowar  was  derived  from  that  stipulation  of  the 
treaty  of  Salbye,  which  constitutes  the  Company  to  be  the 
guarantee  of  the  succession  and  government  of  the  Guikowar 
state. 

The  new  subsidiary  treaty  concluded  widt  the  Nabob  of 
Oude  in  November  1801,  rested  cm  the  same  foundations, 
and  effected  a  commutation  of  aU  the  Nabob  Vizier's  engage- 
ments with  respect  to  subsidy  and  fud  in  war,  for  a  cession  of 
territory. 

The  treaty  of  Bassein  recently  concluded  with  the  Peishwa 
proceeds  on  the  same  grounds.  In  renevring  the  ancient 
alliance  between  the  Peishwa  and  the  Company,  it  has  con- 
stituted that  alliance  by  a  subsidiary  engagement,  and  by  a 
territorial  cession  formed  upon  the  improved  plan  of  pohcy 
repeatedly  sanctioned  by  the  authority  of  his  Majesty,  and 
of  the  East  India  Company,  and  already  effected  with  other 
dependent  states,  in  preference  to  that  defective  scheme  of 
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subsidiary  alliance  which  had  produced  innumerable  evils  in 
various  parts  of  our  dependencies  in  India,  which  for  many 
years  bad  constjtutecl  an  annual  theme  of  lamentation  for  all 
the  goveromente  in  India,  and  for  the  honourable  Court  of 
Directors,  and  the  policy  of  which  appeared  to  have  been 
exploded  by  the  deliberate  wisdom  and  long  experience  of 
that  gage  body. 

The  transfer  of  the  civil  and  military  government  of  the 
Camatic  to  the  Company,  was  warranted  by  the  justice  and 
necessity  of  that  proceeding,  founded  upon  the  forfeiture 
incurred  by  Mahomed  Ali,  and  Omdut  ul  Omra,  and  upon 
the  dangers  which  menaced  the  security  of  the  Company's 
rights  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel,  in  consequence  of  the 
treachery  of  those  faithless  and  abandoned  characters.  The 
justification  of  this  proceeding  rests  upon  principles  similar 
to  those  by  which  war  is  justifiable  against  any  public  enemy, 
and  the  extension  of  territory  which  accompanied  the  prose- 
cution of  a  just  and  legitimate  public  right,  cannot  be  con- 
demned upon  any  principles  correctly  derived  from  the  act 
of  1793. 

In  prosecuting  the  just  rights  of  the  Company  against  the 
Nabob  of  the  Camatic,  I  resorted  to  my  original  instructions 
respecting  the  Camatic ;  and  I  framed  the  new  settlement 
with  reference  to  the  acknowledged  expediency  of  effect- 
ing commutation  of  the  subsidy  for  territorial  security,  and 
of  rescuing  the  Carnatic  from  the  evils  of  divided  govern- 
ment and  conflicting  power,  by  establishing  over  that  pro- 
vince one  distinct  authority  in  the  hands  of  the  Company, 
with  a  liberal  provision  for  the  Nabob  and  his  family.  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the  application  of  the  act  of 
1793,  to  any  part  of  this  transaction. 

The  acquisitions  of  territory  which  have  been  accomplished 
in  India  during  my  administration,  have  proceeded  either 
from  the  successful  prosecution  of  war,  or  from  forfeiture 
in  consequence  of  the  violation  of  dependent  alliances,  or 
lastly  from  the  improvement  of  existing,  or  the  formation  of 
new  treaties  of  subsidy  and  guarantee.  The  first  descrip- 
tion includes  those  provinces  and  possessions  of  Tippoo 
Sultaun,  retained  by  the  Company  under  the  partition  treaty 
of  Mysore.  The  second  description  consists  of  the  posses- 
sions of  Omdut  ul  Omra  in  the  Camatic;  and  the  last  com- 
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prehenda  the  territories  commuted  for  subsidy  by  the  Rajah 
oFTanjore,  by  the  Nizam,  and  by  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and 
the  territories  ceded  in  payment  of  subsidy  by  the  Nabob  of 
Surnt,  by  the  Guikowar,  and  ultimately  by  the  Peishwa. 

The  records  of  the  Company  will  furnish  your  Lordship 
with  sufficient  evidence  that  every  extension  of  territory  ac- 
quired under  each  of  these  classes,  has  originated  in  princi- 
ples not  only  strictly  conformable  to  the  act  of  1793,  but  to 
the  general  maxims  of  justice  and  policy,  applicable  to  our 
Indian  empire. 

No  extension  of  territory  has  been  acquired  otherwise  than 
by  the  prosecution  of  just  and  necessary  war,  or  of  just  and 
legitimate  public  right ;  the  result  of  these  acquisitions  has 
notlnvolved  the  necessity  of  defending  any  territory,  which 
had  not*  previously  furnished  increased  means  of  offensive 
war  to  our  enemies,  or  which  we  were  not  previously  bound 
to  defend  either  by  the  obligation  of  positive  treaty,  or  of  our 
own  manifest  interest.  Our  means  of  defence  in  every  case 
are  now  greatly  augmented,  by  the  annexation  of  the  civil 
and  military  government  of  the  territories,  from  which  we 
derive  the  military  resource  applicable  to  defray  the  charge 
of  their  respective  protection  and  security. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  floating  debts  of  the 
Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  I  have  already  intimated  my  opinion 
to  Mr.  Addington,  as  far  as  it  appeared  to  me  proper  to  offer 
any  opinion,  while  the  settlement  of  the  Carnatic  remains  in 
suspense  in  Parliament,  after  a  public  notification  of  an  inten- 
tion to  subject  that  settlement  to  the  result  of  a  parliamentary 
enquiry. 

I  trust  that  your  Lordship  will  not  recognize  any  part  of 
the  Nabob's  unconsolidated  debt,  without  previous  investiga- 
tion under  the  authority  of  the  legislature.  When  that  au- 
thority shall  have  been  furnished,  I  shall  be  fully  prepared 
to  offer  my  sentiments  on  every  branch  of  the  subject. 

In  the  meanwhile  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your 
Lordship's  notice,  extracts  of  the  opinions  which  I  have 
already  communicated  to  Mr.  Addington  in  a  private  letter.* 

I  cannot  suppose  that  the  condition  of  the  Company  with 

■  PriTBte  and  confidentiBl  letter  to  Mr.  AddiogtoD,  dated  February 
12th,  1803  (lee  Introduction.) 
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relataoD  to  any  part  of  its  territorial  poBsesaions  in  India,  can 
be  coDsidered  to  be  similar  to  tbat  of  a  private  individual 
proprietor  of  a  landed  estate.  The  Company  with  relatdon 
to  its  territory  in  India,  must  be  vieved  in  the  capacity  of  a 
sovereign  power.  If  any  other  principle  be  recognized,  and 
the  Company  be  permitted  to  hold  the  nominal  BOvereignty 
of  India,  endless  confusion  must  ensue ;  in  such  an  extremity 
no  possible  remedy  could  save  this  country  from  anarchy  and 
ruin,  but  the  instantaneous  assumption  of  the  direct  execu- 
tive power  of  the  British  possessions  in  India,  by  the  Crown 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

If  any  accommodation  with  the  Nabob's  creditors  should 
be  attempted.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  proposition  which  I 
offered  to  the  Nabob  Omdut  ul  Omra,  in  my  letter  of  the  S4<th 
of  April  1799,  would  form  an  eli^ble  basis  of  such  an  ar- 
rangement But  In  the  present  circumstances,  It  would  not 
be  advisable  to  recognize  any  part  of  the  debt,  without  pre- 
vious enquiry  under  authority  from  Parliament  to  the  Court 
of  Directors,  and  from  the  Court  of  Directors  to  the  Govern- 
ment General. 

Your  Lordship's  observations  respecting  the  settlement  of 
Oude,  and  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Henry  Wellesley  in  the 
negotiation  of  the  treaty  with  the  Vizier,  and  in  the  super- 
intendance  of  the  provincial  government  of  that  country, 
have  afforded  me  the  highest  satisfaction.  On  this  subject 
your  Lordship  has  received  such  ample  details  by  the  Swallow) 
packet,  as  preclude  the  necessity  of  any  further  remark  from 
me. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  great  surprize  as  well  as  of  con- 
siderable satisfaction  to  me  to  have  found  myself  enabled 
within  so  short  a  space  of  time  to  establish  the  regular  civil 
authority  of  the  Company,  in  a  country  of  which  the  disor- 
derly and  lawless  state  under  the  government  of  our  ally  the 
Vizier  had  long  afforded  occupation  to  the  miun  body  of  the 
army  of  Bengal ;  I  should  have  deemed  it  a  reasonable  com- 
promise for  the  Court  of  Directors,  to  have  secured  the 
settlement  of  the  country,  and  the  regular  introduction  of 
their  civil  servants  at  the  expiration  of  a  military  commission 
of  the  duration  of  five  or  seven  years. 

I  feel  however  considerable  pleasure  in  assuring  your 
Lordship,  that  although  the  tranquillity  of  that  province  is 
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not  yet  completely  secured,  and  although  the  final  settlement 
of  the  Doab  may  hereafter  require  the  employment  of  autho- 
rity, great  advantages  have  been  derived  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  present  war,  from  the  improvements  already  accom- 
plished in  the  state  of  Oude,  under  the  operation  of  the 
commiBBion  over  which  Mr.  Henry  Wellealey  presided. 

With  regard  to  the  policy  and  justice  of  the  treaty  of 
Lucknow,  and  to  the  recent  settlement  of  Oude,  your  Lord- 
ship's letter  (to  which  I  have  now  the  honour  to  reply) 
expresses  a  sanguine  hope  that  I  shall  receive  the  approba- 
tion of  the  honourable  Court.  On  this  question,  as  on  the 
subject  of  the  Camatic,  my  duty  has  been  completely  dis- 
charged, by  applying  the  most  assiduous  exertion  of  roy 
judgment  to  ^e  formation  of  a  Battlement  on  principles 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  just,  expedient,  and  desirable,  and 
by  submitting  to  the  Court  of  Directors  the  grounds  of  my 
decision.  I  entertain  no  further  anxiety  on  any  part  of  thia 
question,  than  that  the  public  interests  in  Oude  should  be 
saved  for  my  country ;  and  if  the  honourable  Court  should 
be  pleased  to  condemn  the  arrangementB  by  which  I  have 
saved  those  interests  from  ruin,  I  trust  that  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  that  body  will  amend  my  errors,  and  reform  the 
present  government  of  the  ceded  provinces. 

My  correspondence  with  the  Secret  Committee  upon  the 
subject  of  Finance,  embraces  every  point  stated  by  your 
Lordship  upon  that  important  question.  No  doubt  can  exist 
that  if  the  prime  cost  of  investment  in  India  be  regularly 
supplied  with  bullion  from  Europe  for  a  few  years,  every 
object  in  your  Lordship's  contemplation  will  be  fully  secured. 

War  with  France,  unleBs  extended  to  India  by  active 
operations  of  the  French  will  not  materially  retard  the  pro- 
gress of  your  Lordship's  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  debt 

War  in  India  must  be  expected  to  produce  a  temporary 
delay.  The  war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  has  however 
been  attended  with  so  targe  and  immediate  an  increase  of 
revenue,  that  I  trust  our  accounts  at  the  close  of  the  year  will 
appear  highly  favourable ;  and  as  an  early  peace  may  be  ex- 
pected on  terms  of  considerable  advantage,  and  of  permanent 
duration,  the  ultimate  result  of  your  Lordship's  plan  for  the 
reduction  of  the  debt  will  I  trust,  be  rather  accelerated  than 
retarded  by  the  events  of  the  present  war. 
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I  cannot  close  this  letter  without  repeating  to  your  Lord- 
ship the  sincere  expressions  of  my  high  respect,  and  entire 
confidence.  It  is  due  to  that  confidence  to  apprize  your 
Lordship,  that  you  will  find  the  primary  object  of  all  my 
views  to  be,  the  soccess  of  your  Lordship's  just,  and  wise 
plans  for  the  prosperity  and  honour  of  this  empire. 
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request  the  Resident  at  Hyderabad  to  apprize  his  Highness's 

minister  that,  that  must  be  considered  only  a  temporary 
arrangement,  and  that  all  acquisitions  must  be  liable  to  be 
disposed  of  hereafter,  when  peace  wiU  be  made  with  all  the 
powers  engaged  in  the  war. 

I  waited  to  be  able  to  define  more  accurately  the  bounds 
of  the  cession  of  the  province  of  Cuttack,  but  I  had  no  infor- 
mation upon  the  subject;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harcourt  stated 
his  opinion,  that  it  would  be  convenient  if  the  districts  of 
Sohnpoor  and  Boad  were  ceded,  besides  Cuttack,  and  Mr. 
Melville  says,  that  it  would  be  convenient  to  add  to  the 
province  of  Cuttack  countries  which  would  have  joined  the 
northern  Circars  with  the  province  of  Bundlecund.  But  upon 
a  reference  to  the  map  which  is  all  the  information  that  I 
could  procure,  I  found,  that  even  the  first  would  have  in- 
creased the  extent  of  the  demand  on  that  side  to  such  a 
degree,  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  give  up  a  part  of  what  I 
demanded  on  this  side,  or  to  risk  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty 
altogether. 

I  learn  also  by  a  late  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Har- 
court, that  he  has  commenced  negotiations  with  the  Rajahs 
of  Sohnpoor  and  Boad,  and  if  he  should  conclude  them  by 
treaties,  those  districts  will  be  added  to  the  Company's  terri- 
tories under  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace ;  if  he 
should  not,  it  is  certun  that  the  Company  will  not  have  for 
Cuttack,  the  boundary  for  which  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harcourt 
wished,  but  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  that  province  will  have 
a  very  good  boundary. 

By  the  3d  article  the  Company  and  their  allies  gain  on  this 
side,  the  province  of  Berar,  and  the  frontier  of  the  Soubadar 
of  the  Deccan  will  be  carried  to  the  Wurdah  river.  The 
countries  thus  ceded  are  an  old  possession  of  the  Soubadars 
of  the  Deccan,  the  revenues  of  which  have  been  collected  by 
them  and  the  Rajahs  of  Berar  in  different  proportions,  at 
different  times :  when  the  latter  were  admitted  to  a  participa- 
tion of  them,  they  received  one-fifth,  afterwards  a  fourth,  the 
half  by  treaty,  and  latterly  four-fifths  by  exaction  and  vio- 
lence. It  appeared  to  me  to  be  an  object  of  greater  impor- 
tance to  get  rid  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar  entirely  from  this  fine 
country,  than  to  secure  an  additional  harrier  for  Cuttack. 
The  revenues  of  Berar  on  the  side  of  the  Wurdah,  are 


Digitized  by  Google 


1803.  THE  MARQUESS  WELLESLEY.  533 

computed  to  amount  to  about  one  crore  of  rupees.  The 
Rajah  had  appropriated  entbely  to  himself  countries  the  re- 
venues of  which  are  computed  to  have  been  ten  lacs  of  rupees, 
and  theTemainder  under  different  treaties  was  to  be  divided 
equally  between  him  and  the  Soubadax  of  the  Deccan.  How- 
ever, I  have  reason  to  believe  from  the  conferences  during 
the  negotiations,  that  the  Rajah  of  Berar  never  received 
more  than  thirty  lacs,  as  his  share  of  the  countries  on  this 
side  of  the  Wurdah. 

Territory  of  this  value  was  a  great  object  to  gain  in  this 
quarter,  considering  the  probable  circumstances  of  the  peace 
with  Scindiab,  but  whatever  may  be  the  real  value  of  the 
acquisitions,  a- great  object  is  gained  by  defining  the  frontier 
of  the  Rajah  towards  the  Soubadar  of  the  Deccan,  and  by 
his  renunuation  of  all  clums  of  every  description,  not  only 
on  the  countries  ceded,  but  on  the  other  territories  of  the 
Soubadar. 

In  the  course  of  the  conferences  in  the  negotiation,  the 
minutes  of  which  I  will  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  as 
soon  as  they  can  be  copied,  the  Rajah's  minister  declared 
repeatedly,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  with  some  truth,  that 
the  demands  made  were  of  the  finest  and  most  valuable  parts 
of  his  territories. 

By  the  4tb  article  I  have  agreed  that  the  Ri^ah  shall  have 
possession  of  the  Forts  of  Nemullah  and  Gaweilghur.  In 
fact  these  forts  are  of  a  greater  importance  to  the  power 
which  remains  in  possession  of  the  mountains,  than  to  that 
which  possesses  the  plains;  without  these,  the  Rajah  could 
not  have  exercised  the  powers  of  bis  government  over  the 
Gondwana  Rajafas  in  those  mountung,  (a  race  of  people  who 
above  all  others  require  restrunt)  and  to  have  given  them  to 
the  Soubadar  of  the  Deccan  would  have  added  nothing  to 
his  Highness's  power. 

I  consented  to  the  5th  article,  because  the  districts  in  the 
pluns  immediately  under  the  hills  will  always  be  liable  to  the 
depredations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  hills ;  the  loss  to  the 
Soubadar's  government  will  be  but  trifling,  in  comparison 
with  that  which  it  would  incur  if  the  Rajah  were  not  in- 
terested as  he  will  now  be,  to  restrun  the  incursions  of  the 
hill  people  into  the  phuns. 

The  7th  article  provides  that  the  honourable  Company  are 
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to  arbitrate  between  the  Rajah  and  the  Soubadar  of  the 
Deccan,  and  the  Peishwa.  The  Rajah's  minister  was  desir- 
ous that  I  should  consent  to  confirm  all  grants  and  treaties 
made  heretofore  by  those  powers,  bnt  I  refused  this  on  the 
ground  that  I  would  not  consent  to  any  thing  of  which  I  had 
no  knowledge.  I  then  proposed  the  mediation  and  arbitra- 
tion  of  the  British  Government,  and  its  justice  aa  the  best 
security  the  Rajah  could  have  for  his  chums  upon  the 
Soubadar  of  the  Deccan  and  the  Peishwa,  which  proposal 
was  accepted. 

The  territory  which  the  Rajah  wished  to  secure  by  this 
demand  was  the  province  of  Gurry  Mundelah,  of  which  he 
ought  to  collect  the  revenues  in  participation  with  the  Peishwa, 
but  I  imagine  that  he  has  lately  seized  the  whole  for  his 
own  use. 

At  all  events  it  appears  to  me,  to  be  an  important  point 
gained  and  highly  honourable  to  the  character  of  the  British 
Government,  that  even  its  enemies  are  willing  to  appeal  to 
its  justice,  against  the  demands  of  its  allies. 

There  was  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Rajah's  minister 
to  the  8th  or  9th  articles  of  the  treaty.  The  last  clause  was 
added  to  the  8th  by  his  desire,  after  the  treaty  had  been 
drawn  up. 

The  tOih  article  is  one  of  considerable  importance ;  the 
minister  appeared  to  feel  the  fiill  extent  of  the  engagements 
to  which  it  bound  the  Rajah,  and  expressed  the  greatest  un- 
easiness upon  the  subject  He  said,  that  after  ceding  Berar 
and  Cuttack,  the  Rajah  had  no  territories,  excepting  what  he 
conquered  from  the  Zemindars,  Rajahs,  &c.  and  that  by  this 
article  he  might  be  bound  to  give  up  the  whole  of  his  territo- 
ries. I  told  him  that  whatever  might  be  the  consequence 
the  article  was  indispensable,  and  must  be  agreed  to,  that 
peace  would  not  have  been  agreed  to,  if  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  wished  for  the  destruction  of  the  Rajah's  state ; 
and  that  it  certainly  was  not  intended  that  the  article 
should  apply  to  more  cases  than  were  absolutely  necessary  to 
preserve  the  good  faith  of  the  British  Government,  and  I 
promised  him  that  the  British  government  would  apply  it  to 
as  few  cases  as  was  possible  consistently  with  an  adherence 
to  good  faith. 

The  Vakeel  was  satisfied  with  this  assurance,  which  I  re- 
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quested  him  to  convey  to  the  Rajah,  as  I  think  it  probable 
that  this  article  will  be  that  to  which  his  Durbar  will  have 
the  strongest  objections. 

I  had  demanded  an  hostage  for  the  performance  of  the 
lOtb  article  of  the  treaty ;  but  upon  considering  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  best 
security  the  British  government  could  have  would  be  its 
strength  and  continued  success,  and  I  therefore  deter- 
mined not  to  persist  in  that  demand.  In  giving  bis  answer 
upon  it,  the  Vakeel  said,  that  the  Rajah  would  send  to  me 
whoever  I  pleased,  excepting  his  brother,  his  son,  or  his 
nephew,  who  are  the  only  persons  whose  detention  in  my 
camp  might  possibly  be  a  security  against  his  hostility. 

It  appeared  to  me  that  he  would  not  consent  to  send  any 
of  those  persons,  and  the  presence  of  any  other  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  useless.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  I 
thought  it  best  not  to  persist  in  a  demand  with  which  he 
would  not  comply,  and  which  might  have  risked  the  whole 
treaty. 

I  hope  that  your  Excellency  will  approve  of,  and  ratify 
this  treaty.  It  appears  to  me  to  provide  for  all  essential 
points,  at  the  same  time  that  it  leaves  the  Rajah's  govern- 
ment in  existence  and  strength.  I  should  have  demanded  a 
sum  of  money,  but  I  think  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Rajah  of  Berar  is  as  poor  as  the  other  Mahratta  chieftains. 

I  have  written  to  Mr.  Webbe  to  inform  him  that  I  have 
agreed  to  this  treaty,  and  to  request  him  to  prepare  to  set 
out  for  Nagpore  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
propose  to  send  the  Hon.  Mr.  Elphinstone  to  the  Rajah,  to 
act  as  Resident  till  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Webbe. 

In  case  your  Excellency  should  ratify  the  treaty,  I  request 
that  the  ratification  may  be  sent  to  the  Resident  at  Hyderabad, 
to  be  forwarded  either  to  Mr.  Elphinstone  or  to  Nagpoor, 
according  to  circumstances,  as  I  might  be  at  a  great  distance, 
and  the  ratification  might  not  reach  the  Rajah  in  the  time 
specified. 

Upon  the  occasion  of  mentioning  Mr.  Elphinstone,*  it  is  but 


*  Mr.  Elphinstoae  was  highly  distinguiehed  in  the  Collcj^e  of  Port 
William,  was  afterwards  itn  assistant  io  the  Governor-General's  ofRce, 
and  has  since  been  Governor  of  Bombay. — [Ed] 
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justice  to  that  gentleman  to  infonn  your  Excellency,  that  I 
have  received  the  greatest  assiBtance  firom  him  since  he  has 
been  with  me.  He  is  well  versed  in  the  language,  has  ex- 
perience and  a  knowledge  of  the  interests  of  the  Mahratta 
powers,  and  their  relations  with  each  other,  and  wiUi  the 
British  government  and  its  allies.  He  has  been  present  in 
all  the  actions  which  have  been  fought  in  this  quarter  during 
the  war,  and  at  the  sieges,  and  is  acquainted  with  every 
transaction  that  has  taken  place,  and  with  my  sentiments 
upon  all  subjects. 

I  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  him  to  your 
Excellency. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Arthue  Wbllbslby. 


TTte  Afargueu  Welletley  to  Lord  Cattlereagh. 
My  dear  Lord,  Fort  William.  December  20th,  1803. 

Your  Lordship  will  have  perceived  by  my  letter  of  July, 
1803,  that,  at  that  period  of  time,  apprehensions  were  enter- 
tained in  India,  that  the  force  of  the  French  and  Dutch  in 
these  seas  might  have  proved  superior  to  his  Majesty's 
squadron,  in  the  event  of  a  junction  between  the  French  and 
Batavian  forces.  At  present,  however,  according  to  the 
beat  information,  the  strength  of  the  French  at  Mauritius  is 
confined  to  the  ships  stated  in  the  margin.*  No  positive 
information  has  been  received  of  the  amount  of  the  Dutch 
force  at  Batavia  and  in  the  Eastern  Seas ;  but  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  it  does  not  exceed  the  force  noted  in  the 
margin.-|- 

I  have  also  noted  in  the  mar^,{  for  your  Lordship's  in- 

■  Marengo,  74  ^na ;  La  Semillante,  44 ;  La  Belle  PouU,  40 ;  L« 
ColfD'Or,  aa  armed  transport ;  a  small  corvette,  namt  mtknown ;  L'Ata- 
'  Umie,  44  guni,  lately  at  Miucat,  and  at  present  supposed  to  be  on  the 
Malabar  coast. 

f  At  Batavift,  4  ships  of  64  guns  each,  names  unknown ;  these  ships 
>re  very  badly  manned,  and  the  crews  sickly.  At  Amboyna,  finnila,  and 
Temate,  2  heavy  frigates  and  2  corvettes. 

J  Strength  and  disposition  of  the  naval  force  under  the  conlmand  of 
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formation,  the  strength  of  his  Majesty's  squadron,  and  of  the 
ships  armed  at  Calcutta  for  the  protection  of  this  port. 

The  proportion  of  silver  hitherto  received  id  India,  during 
the  present  season,  is  stated  for  your  Lordship's  notice  in 
the  margin.* 

Your  Lordship  will  remark,  in  the  enclosed  account,  the 
great  excess  of  the  estimated  prime  cost  of  investment  in 
India  during  the  present  season,  beyond  the  bullion  and 
other  supplies  received  from  England,  and  also  the  excess  of 
supplies  to  China  and  Ceylon. 

Although  I  am  apprehensive  that  these  circumstances,  to- 
gether with  the  existing  war  with  the  Mahratta  chiefs,  may 
delay  for  the  present  season  the  progress  of  your  Lordship's 
plan  for  the  reduction  of  debt  in  India,  I  repeat  my  entire 
confidence  in  the  ultimate  success  of  that  plan ;  and  I  en- 
tirely concur  with  your  Lordship  in  opinion,  that,  with  due 
exertion  at  home  in  the  transmission  of  silver,  a  reduction  of 
debt  may  be  effected  in  India,  in  time  of  peace  with  France 
and  with  the  native  powers,  to  the  extent  of  two  millions 
annually;  and  in  time  of  war  with  France,  unconnected  with 
hostilities  against  any  native  power,  to  the  extent  of  one  mil- 
lion. The  latter  branch  of  this  calculation  indeed  appears 
to  me  to  be  extremely  moderate ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  hope 
that  even  in  the  present  year,  if  we  should  be  enabled,  ac- 

Vice-Admiral  Runier.  At  Bombay  and  on  the  Malabar  coast  -.—Arrogant, 
74  guns,  guardBhip,  laid  up ;  Tremendotu,  74  ;  Trident,  64  ;  Laneatter, 
64;  Centurion,  50;  St.  Ftorento,  40;  Dedaigaeute,  3G ;  Fox,^;  A&a- 
Irou,  18.  At  Calcutta ; — Buffaloe,  12  giuu,  store  ship  ;  to  return  to  Nor- 
folk Island.  Id  the  Bay  of  Bengal  and  in  the  Struts  of  Malacca : — 
Sheernett,  44 ;  ^Ihelmina,  36,  arm^  en  flute ;  Caroline,  36 ;  Concorde, 
36 ;  Terpiichore,  32 ;  Fietor,  18 ;  Diuher,  18 ;  lUutietnake,  18,  at  Prince 
of  Wales  leland.  Ships  armed  at  Calcutta  for  the  protection  of  the  port: 
— Lord  Catliereagh,  48,  fitting  out;  Ladi/  Cattlereagh,  43;  Teignmoulh, 
20 ;  Waller,  16 ;  two  gun  boatg  to  be  launched  at  the  end  of  this  month, 
each  to  carry  four  18-pounder  long  guns,  and  dgbt  18-pounder  car- 
ronades.  The  Bombay  frigate  is  also  employed  for  the  protection  of  this 
port. 

*  Total  amount  received  in  India,  including  charges  as  late  as  the  17th 
of  Dec.  j£492,280j  add  consignment  by  the  Princeu  Mary  not  yet  re- 
ceived, :£100,820i  total  to  be  received,  jf693,IOO.  Total  supply  from 
Bengal,  2,46,93,668  S.  R. ;  to  be  supplied  from  England,  1,26,99,076 
S.  R, ;  excess  1,19,94,482  S.  R.  to  be  supplied  from  Bengal.  See  det^ed 
memtfrandum  annexed  to  tbis  despatch. 
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cording  to  my  expectations,  to  conclude  a  peace  with  tlie 
Mahratta  chieftains,  the  final  result  of  our  accounts  will  be 
satisfactory  to  your  Lordship. 

I  return  your  Lordship  many  thanks  for  the  able  and  satis- 
factory statement  which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  trans- 
mit to  me  with  regard  to  the  causes  of  the  renewal  of  war 
with  France,  and  of  the  state  of  our  preparations,  and  of  the 
temper  of  the  nation. 

Every  British  spirit  must  be  animated  with  zeal  and  deter- 
ininatioR  in  the  cause  in  which  his  Majesty's  ministers  are 
now  engaged ;  and  your  Lordship  may  rest  assured  of  my 
entire  devotion  to  that,  cause,  and  of  my  resolution,  in  what- 
ever situation  I  may  be  placed,  to  contribute  every  effort 
within  my  power  to  the  success  of  his  Majesty's  counsels  and 
arms  in  this  great  contest. 

Your  Lordship's  expressions  with  respect  to  the  state  of 
India,  have  afforded  me  the  most  cordial  satisfaction;  and 
I  assure  your  Lordship  that  no  human  consideration  shall 
ever  induce  me  to  abate  the  ardent  zeal  of  my  service  in  the 
station  which  I  occupy ;  nor  is  there  any  sacrifice,  excepting 
that  of  my  honour,  which  I  am  not  prepared  to  make  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  the  interests  committed  to  my  charge. 

I  derived  great  pleasure  from  receiving  your  Lordship's 
approbation  of  the  subsidiary  treaty  of  Bassein  connected 
with  the  treaty  with  the  Guihowar ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
you  will  equally  approve  the  measures  which  became  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  our  alliance  with  the 
Peishwa  against  the  aggression,  violence,  and  encroaching 
spirit  of  two  of  the  Mahratta  chieftains. 

Although  those  measures  have  occasioned  the  most  exten- 
sive military  operations,  and  the  most  severe  contest  which 
has  ever  taken  place  with  any  native  power  in  India,  I  trust 
that  the  great  work  of  pacifying  India,  and  of  establishing 
the  British  dominion  on  solid  foundations  is  now  accom- 
phshed.  Much  expence  has  been  incurred,  and  many  valu- 
able fives  have  been  lost ;  but  the  most  important  additions 
have  been  made  to  the  resources,  power  and  glory  of  this 
empire. 

A  temporary  interruption  has  necessarily  occurred  in  the 
progress  of  the  plan  for  the  reduction  of  Indian  debt ;  but 
great  advantages  have  been  acquired  with  a  view  to  the  ulti- 
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mate  security  of  that  object ;  and  the  ultimate  extinction  of 
French  influence  in  India  will  be  viened  by  your  Lordship 
vith  satisfaction. 

I  am  not  avare  of  any  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of  Salbye 
which  could  cast  a  just  doubt  upon  the  right  of  the  Guikowar 
to  conclude  a  treaty  of  subsidy  with  the  Company  without 
the  consent  of  the  Peishwa.  The  Peishwa's  rights  in  the 
Guikowar  state  were  expressly  reserved. 

I  have  derived  great  pleasure  from  the  circumstances 
which  have  enabled  me  to  subvert  the  power  of  the  Mahrntta 
chiefs  and  their  French  auxiliaries,  without  any  interruption 
of  the  Company's  commercial  investment.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  views  of  France  towards  India,  I  should  ima- 
gine  that  the  events  of  the  war  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiab, 
and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  must  close  every  rational  prospect 
of  disturbing  the  British  empire  in  the  East,  provided  an 
adequate  military  establishment  be  maintained  in  a  state  of 
efficiency  and  vigour  within  these  possessions. 

In  referring  to  the  next  paragraph  of  your  Lordship's  letter 
on  the  subject  of  the  discharge  of  debt  in  India  during  a 
season  of  war  with  France,  I  can  only  request  your  Lord- 
ship's notice  to  the  accounts  and  estimates  of  the  present 
year,  and  to  the  various  observations  in  my  several  des- 
patches connected  with  the  state  of  the  finances  in  India. 

I  entirely  concur  in  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  plan 
proposed  by  your  Lordship  for  an  arrangement  with  the  cre< 
ditors  of  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic.  Your  Lordship,  how- 
ever, I  am  persuaded,  will  establish  a  due  distinction  between 
the  assignment  of  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  Nabob's 
debts,  and  the  admission  of  the  several  claims. 

It  will  be  essentia]  to  the  due  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment in  India,  that  no  claims  should  be  admitted  without 
a  regular  investigation  under  a  competent  authority  consti- 
tuted upon  principles  which  shall  afford  sufficient  security 
against  abuse. 

Your  Lordship's  arrangement  appears  to  me  to  be  entirely 
unexceptionable,  if  the  principle  which  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  submitting  to  your  Lordship  be  duly  observed. 

The  most  eligible  mode  of  carrying  the  plan  into  execution 
would  be,  afler  the  assignment  of  the  fund,  to  empower  the 
Governor-General  in  council  to  nominate  a  commission  for 
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the  purpose  of  inreBtigating  the  several  claims,  and  of  re- 
porting upon  them  to  the  Goremor-General  in  council  whose 
award  upon  the  subject  ought  to  be  rendered  final. 

No  other  alternative  exieta,  without  danger  of  considerable 
abuse,  unless  the  whole  question  could  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons.  I  apprehend  that  such  a 
committee  would  prove  incompetent  to  a  just  decision  of  the 
various  local  questions  which  would  arise  under  the  proposed 
investigation. 

In  acknowledging  this  despatch,  I  have  the  honour  to  refer 
your  Lordship  to  my  despatches  to  Lord  Hohart,  by  which 
you  will  perceive  that  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  place  a 
garrison  in  Goa,  under  the  permission  of  the  Viceroy,  as  the 
only  practicable  mode  of  securing  that  place  from  surprize. 
I  trust  that  this  act  will  not  afford  a  pretext  to  France  for 
conunendng  war  with  Portugal ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  expect 
that  the  French  will  not  have  waited  for  any  such  pretext ; 
and  your  Lordship  will  remark,  that  no  other  measure  could 
have  afforded  any  prospect  of  saving  Goa  from  France. 

I  have  not  yet  received  the  declaration  of  hostilities  against 
the  Batavian  Republic ;  the  event,  however,  was  not  unex- 
pected. 

Your  Lordship  will  observe  by  my  despatch  of  the  28th 
October,  1803,  to  Lord  Hobart,  that  the  fortifications  of 
Cochin  have  been  demolished,  and  that  we  have  retuned 
possession  of  all  the  French  and  Dutch  settlements  on  the 
continent  of  India. 

I  am  extremely  happy  to  find  that  my  continuance  in  India 
is  approved  by  your  Lordship ;  and  I  trust  that  the  glorious 
result  of  the  war  with  the  Mahratta  chieftuns  will  preclude 
the  possibility  of  any  contest  with  France  upon  the  continent 
of  India. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  &c. 

Wellbslby. 
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contained  in  the  printed  narrative  wtiich  Lord  Wellesley 
nov  submits  to  your  Majesty  as  an  official  document,  con- 
veying the  recorded  opinions  of  the  Governor-General  in 
council  upon  the  merits  of  General  Lake. 

The  near  relation  which  Lord  Wellesley  bears  to  Major- 
General  Wellesley  cannot  exempt  the  Governor-General  of 
these  possessions  from  the  public  duty  of  afibrding  a  just 
testimony  of  applause  to  the  distinguished  services  of  that 
able  and  gallant  officer.  Lord  Wellesley  is,  therefore,  con- 
fident that  your  Migesty  will  be  pleased  favorably  to  accept 
his  bumble  request  that  your  Majesty  will  direct  your  notice 
to  the  conduct  of  Major-General  Wellesley,  as  recorded  in 
the  printed  narrative  of  the  campaign  in  the  Deccan;  in 
which  quarter  of  India  Major-General  Wellesley  has  held 
the  chief  command  of  the  troops,  with  the  utmost  degree  of 
reputation  and  honour,  during  the  whole  course  of  the  late 
transactions  in  the  Mahratta  empire. 

Lord  Wellesley,  with  the  most  unfeigned  sentiments  of 
loyalty,  duty,  and  attachment,  requests  your  Majesty's  per- 
mission to  offer  to  your  Majesty  the  most  zealous  congratu- 
lations on  the  brilliant  success  of  your  Majesty's  arms  in  this 
quarter  of  the  globe ;  and  he  assures  your  Majesty  that  he 
will  employ  the  most  assiduous  endeavours  to  derive  from 
the  prosperous  issue  of  the  war  the  most  speedy  and  effectual 
means  of  establishing  a  general  and  durable  pacification,  and 
of  augmenting  the  prosperity,  strength,  and  honour  of  the 
British  empire  in  Asia. 

Wellgslet. 


Ko.  CLVII. 

ne  Siarqu«u  ffelleileg  lo  the  Righl  Hon.  Henry  AdiUngloa.' 
Sir,  Fort  WUiam,  Dec.  23,  1803. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  printed  statement 
recorded  by  my  authority  at  Fort  WiUiam,  containing  a  nar- 
rative of  the  origin,  conduct,  and  actual  state  of  the  war,  in 
which  I  have  been  compelled  to  engage  with  the  confederate 
Mahratta  chiefs  and  their  French  officers. 

*  A  gimilar  letter  wu  adilreasetl  to  Lord  Hobart.— [Ed.] 
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That  statement,  together  with  my  despatches  to  the  Court 
of  Directors,  and  to  their  Secret  Committee,  will,  I  trust, 
enable  you  and  bis  Majesty's  ministers  to  pass  an  early  judg- 
ment upon  my  conduct  on  this  important  occasion ;  and  it  is 
my  anxious  wish,  unless  the  public  service  should  appear  to 
you  to  oppose  obstacles  to  such  a  discussion,  that  the  justice, 
necessity,  plan,  and  conduct  of  the  war,  together  with  the 
comprehensive  system  of  policy  which  it  embraces,  should 
receive  the  solemn  judgment  of  bis  Majesty  and  of  Parlia^ 
ment,  as  soon  as  the  documents  now  transmitted  can  be  sub- 
mitted to  both  houses. 

I  entertain  a  confident  expectation  that  the  deliberate  re- 
sult of  my  conscientious  opinion  on  the  several  important 
questions  which  have  demanded  my  decision,  and  the  mea- 
sures which  I  have  adopted  in  consequence  of  that  decision, 
will  be  sanctioned  by  the  approbation  of  my  sovereign  and  of 
my  country. 

My  orders  have  been  executed  by  the  commanders,  officers 
and  troops  employed  in  the  present  glorious  campaign  in 
Hindostan  and  the  Deccaii  with  a.  degree  of  alacrity,  skill, 
and  courage  which  demands  the  most  unqualified  admiration 
and  gratitude.  It  is  my  particular  duty  to  recommend  to  your 
most  distinguished  consideration  the  splendid  and  valuable 
services  of  General  Lake,  the  commander-in-chief  in  India, 
whose  activity,  judgment,  professional  ability,  promptitude, 
perseverance,  and  ardent  valour,  have  been  the  main  sources 
of  our  unparalleled  success  in  Hindostan ;  while  his  integrity, 
humanity,  and  generous  spirit  have  engaged  the  respect  and 
attachment  of  the  conquered  provmces,  and  have  augmented 
the  reputation  and  honour  of  the  British  name  in  India. 

To  this  just  testimony  of  the  services  of  the  commander- 
in-chief  in  Hindostan,  it  is  my  public  duty  to  add  the  expres- 
sion of  my  deliberate  judgment  upon  the  conduct  of  Major- 
General  Wellesley,  who  commands  the  BritiEh  army  in  the 
Deccan,  opposed  to  the  combined  armies  of  Scindiah,  and 
the  Rajah  of  Berar,  under  the  personal  command  of  those 
chieftains.  From  the  time  of  Major-General  Wellesley's 
march  from  the  frontier  of  Mysore  on  the  9th  of  March  to 
the  date  of  his  last  signal  victory  on  the  ^th  of  November, 
his  success  has  been  uninterrupted  and  brilliant,  and  he  has 
secured  the  most  solid  advantages  to  the  cause  of  the  allies : 
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through  the  entire  course  of  his  eminent  services  in  the 
Deccan,  he  has  displayed  all  the  qualities  of  a  most  able, 
skilful,  and  gallant  officer,  together  with  those  principles  of 
justice,  honour,  and  moderation,  which  are  calculated  to  re- 
flect additional  lustre  upon  the  triumphs  of  our  arms,  ob- 
tained  under  his  personal  command. 

The  dettuled  statements  will  inform  his  Majesty's  ministers 
of.  the  particular  services  of  General  Lake  at  Coel,  Alighur, 
Delhi,  Agrah,  and  Laswaree ;  and  of  Major-General  Wel- 
lesley  at  Poonah,  Ahmednuggur,  Assaye,  and  on  the  pluns 
of  Argaum. 

In  addition  to  these  military  operations.  General  Lake  has 
rendered  the  most  useful  assistance  in  the  deliverance  and 
estahUshment  of  the  unfortunate  emperor  Shah  Aulum  at 
Delhi,  in  the  settlement  of  the  conquered  provinces,  and  in 
various  negotiations  with  the  chiefs  and  states  on  the  borders 
of  our  north-western  frontier,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Jumna. 

Major-General  Wellesley  has  also  afforded  most  essential 
aii  in  conducting  with  the  utmost  judgment  and  discretion 
the  restoration  of  the  Peishwa  to  the  supreme  authority  of 
the  Mahratta  empire,  in  conciliating  the  southern  Mahratta 
powers,  and  in  maintfuning  the  efficiency  of  our  alliance  with 
the  Nizam,  as  well  as  in  conducting  the  preliminary  negotia- 
tions of  peace  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 

I  have  the  honour  to  refer  you  to  the  documents  trans- 
mitted by  this  conveyance  for  the  recital  of  the  various  merits 
of  the  officers  employed  in  other  branches  of  the  service 
under  the  respective  commands  of  General  Lake  and  of 
Major-General  Wellesley. 

Lieut.-General  Stuart  commanding  in  chief  at  Fort  Sl 
George,  has  afforded  me  the  most  zealous,  able,  and  impor- 
tant co-operation  in  all  the  arrangements  necessary  to  the 
completion  of  my  plans  for  the  campaign  in  the  Deccan.  I 
acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  assistance  which  I  have  de- 
rived from  the  experience,  wisdom,  zeal,  and  public  spirit,  of 
that  highly  distinguished  and  respectable  officer,  whose  cl^ms 
upon  the  approbation  of  his  country,  established  by  a  long 
career  of  active  service,  have  been  augmented  by  his  judicious 
execution  of  my  orders  on  this  occasion.  From  the  Govern- 
ment of  Fort  St.  George,  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Clive,  I  re- 
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ceived  the  same  cordial  and  honourable  support,  which  dis- 
tinguished the  conduct  of  that  upright,  prudent,  and  zealous 
public  servant  in  the  memorable  conquest  of  Mysore,  and  in 
every  period  of  his  faithful,  exemplary,  and  brilliant  admi- 
niatration  of  the  afiairs  of  Fort  St.  George.  To  Lord  Clive 
I  am  indebted  for  the  seasonable  equipment,  and  for  the  com- 
plete preparation  of  the  excellent  army,  which,  under  Major- 
General  Wellesley's  command,  has  accompUshed  our  recent 
success  in  the  Deccao.  His  Lordship  is  also  entitled  to  con- 
siderable praise  for  many  of  the  early  arrangements,  con- 
nected with  the  position,  movement,  and  supply  of  that  branch 
of  our  force.  Lord  Clive  is  not  responsible  in  any  degree 
for  the  origin  of  the  war ;  but  I  should  be  unjust  to  genuine 
merit,  and  to  the  noble  public  spirit  and  indefatigable  exer- 
tions of  the  principal  civil  officer  subject  to  my  authority,  if  I 
denied  to  Lord  Clive  a  considerable  share  in  the  success  of 
the  war;  or  if  I  omitted  my  anxious  request,  that  while  the 
causes  of  hostilities  shall  be  examined  with  reference  to  the 
conduct  of  the  confederates,  and  to  the  authority  of  the  Go* 
vemor-General  in  Council  exclusively,  the  government  of  Fort 
St.  George,  and  the  name  of  Lord  Clive,  may  be  associated 
with  the  memory  of  our  triumphs  in  India. 

From  Lord  William  Bentinck,  since  his  Lordship's  arrival 
in  India,  I  have  experienced  the  most  cordial  and  invariable 
support  and  co-operation.  His  Lordship  has  already  mani- 
fested considerable  judgment  and  discretion,  with  great  atten- 
tion and  zeal,  and  a  spirit  of  prompt  and  cheerful  obedience 
to  the  authority  of  this  government.  In  any  crisis  of  diffi- 
culty or  danger,  I  rely  vrith  confidence  on  the  useful  assist- 
ance of  Lord  William  Bentinck.  I  have  the  honour  to  re- 
quest that  this  communication,  together  with  the  documents 
to  which  it  refers,  may  be  submitted  to  bis  Majesty's  gracious 
notice,  and  I  shall  anxiously  expect  to  receive  the  notification 
of  his  royal  pleasure  respecting  my  conduct,  and  to  be  fa- 
voured vrith  the  early  judgment  of  Parliament. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  highest  respect  and  esteem.  Sir, 
your  most  faithfiil  and  obedient  servant, 

Wkllesley. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  OOVERMOR-OENERAL  IN  COUNCIL  TO 


The  Gitvemor-General  in  CotiitcU  to  the  HonouraUe  the  Searel  Committte 
of  the  Court  of  Direetori. 

Honourable  Sirs,  Fort  William,  December  28,  1803. 

On  the  Slst  of  October,  the  GoTernor-General  in  council 
had  the  honour  to  communicate  to  your  honourable  Com- 
mittee the  progress  of  transactions  connected  with  the  opera- 
tions of  the  war  in  which  the  Britbh  Government  is  engaged 
with  the  Rajah  of  fierar  and  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  to  the 
latest  date  of  our  advices.* 

The  Governor-General  in  council  has  now  the  honour  to 
continue  the  narrative  of  the  transactions  and  operations  of 
the  war. 

After  the  glorious  victory  obtained  at  Assye  on  the  2Sd 
of  September,  under  the  command  of  the  honourable  Major- 
General  Wellesley  over  the  forces  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar  and 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  the  confederates  having  collected  the 
remains  of  their  broken  armies,  moved  to  the  westward  along 
the  bank  of  the  Taptee,  with  a  view  to  proceed  to  the  south- 
ward by  the  Caserbary  Ghaut,  and  to  prevent  General  Wel- 
lesley proceeding  northward  against  Scindiah's  city  of  Boor- 
banpoor,  and  the  strong  and  important  fortress  of  Asseerghur. 

This  movement  induced  General  Wellesley  to  remain  to 
the  southward  with  the  division  of  the  British  army  under 
bis  immediate  command,  in  order  to  check  the  operations  of 
the  confederates  in  that  direction,  General  Wellesley  how- 
ever determined  to  prosecute  his  original  plan  of  operations 
against  the  fortress  of  Asseerghur,  and  accordingly  directed  Co- 
lonel Stevenson,  who  on  the  SSth  of  September  had  descended 
the  Adjuntee  Ghaut  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  to  continue  hie 
march  to  the  northward,  and  to  attack  Boorhanpoor  and 
Asseerghur. 

As  soon  as  the  confederates  found  that  although  General 
Wellesley  remained  with  the  division  of  the  army  under  his 
immediate  command  to  the  southward  of  the  Adjuntee  Pass, 
be  had  detached  a  BufBcient  force  for  the  reduction  of  Scin- 
diah's important  possessions  to  the  northward  of  that  pass, 
they  altered  their  plan  of  operations.     They  separated  their 

■  See  p.  424. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1803.  THS  SECRET  COMMITTEE.  5Vl 

armies,  the  Rajah  of  Berar  proceeded  towards  Chandore  and 
Scindiah  made  a  movement  to  the  northward,  for  the  purpose 
of  ioterrupting  Colonel  Stevenson's  operations  against  Asseer- 
ghur.  General  Wellesley  therefore  on  the  16th  of  Octoher 
marched  again  to  the  northward,  and  on  the  19th  descended 
the  Adjuntee  Ghaut.  Scindiah  halted  as  soon  as  he  heard  of 
General  Wellesley's  movement  to  the  northward,  and  afler- 
wards  moved  in  an  easterly  direction  towards  Berar  hy  Mul- 
kapoor,  and  though  the  valley  formed  by  the  Taptee  and 
Pooma  rivers. 

In  the  meanwhile  General  Wellesley  received  authentic 
accounts  that  the  Rajah  of  Berar  had  passed  through  the 
hills  which  form  the  houndaries  of  Candeish,  and  had  moved 
towards  the  river  Godavery.  General  Wellesley  therefore 
ascended  the  Adjuntee  Ghaut  on  the  S5th  of  October,  and 
continued  his  march  to  the  southward  on  the  36th,  and  passed 
Aurungabad  on  the  S9th  of  that  month. 

Colonel  Stevenson  with  the  subsidiary  force,  serving  with 
the  Soubadar  of  tiie  Deccan  marched  to  Boorhanpore,  a  city 
belonging  to  Sdndiah,  aad  tlie  capital  of  the  district  of  Can- 
deish. That  city  was  evacuated  on  Colonel  Stevenson's 
approach,  and  was  occupied  by  the  British  troops  on  the  Idth 
of  October.  On  the  17th  Colonel  Stevenson  advanced  to 
Asseerghur,  and  on  the  18th  attacked  and  giuned  possession 
of  the  Pettah.  On  the  19th  preparations  were  made  for  the 
siege  of  the  fortress  of  Asseerghur  belonging  to  Scindiah, 
the  key  of  the  Deccan.  A  flag  of  truce  with  a  summons  to 
surrender  the  fort  had  been  previously  sent  to  the  officer  in 
command,  who  returned  an  equivocal  reply.  The  operations 
against,  the  fort  were  therefore  continued,  and  on  the  ^th 
the  batteries  were  opened ;  in  the  course  of  an  hour  a  signal 
was  made  from  the  fort  indicating  the  Commandant's  accept- 
ance of  the  terms  which  Colonel  Stevenson  had  offered  to 
to  the  garrison.  Those  terms  were  that  the  garrison  should 
he  permitted  to  march  out  with  their  private  property,  and 
that  their  arrears  should  be  discharged  to  the  amount  of 
20,000  rupees.  On  these  terms  the  Fort  of  Asseerghur  was 
surrendered  to  the  British  arms  on  the  Slst  of  October.  The 
number  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Stevenson  during  the  operations  against 
Asseerghur  was  inconBiderable. 
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PreTiousl;  to  the  occupation  of  Boorfaanpore  nine  officers 
and  four  seijeants,  subjects  of  France  and  other  European 
states  surrendered  themselves  to  Colonel  Stevenson,  under 
the  proclamation  of  the  Oovemor-General  in  council  of  the 
29th  of  August* 

Subsequently  to  the  capture  of  Asseerghur  Colonel  Steven- 
son proceeded  with  the  subsidiary  force,  and  the  contingent 
of  bis  Highness  the  Soubadar  of  the  Deccan  to  the  eastward 
in  pursuit  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  and  Colonel  Stevensmi 
was  directed  by  the  Honourable  Major-General  Wellesl^  to 
prosecute  his  march  as  iar  as  the  fortress  of  Gavilghur  the 
principal  fortress  in  the  possession  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar, 
and  to  lay  siege  to  that  place. 

In  the  despatch  of  the  Slst  of  October,  the  Governor-Ge- 
neral in  council  informed  your  honourable  Committee  that  on 
the  6th  of  October,  the  honourable  Major-General  Wellesley 
received  a  letter  from  the  enemy's  camp,  requesting  that 
Major-General  Wellesley  would  despatch  a  British  officer, 
together  with  an  officer  of  the  Soubadar  of  the  Deccan  to  the 
enemy's  camp,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  the  terms  of 
peace  between  the  allies  and  the  confederated  Mahratta 
chieftains;  the  motives  which  had  induced  Major-General 
Wellesley  to  refuse  compliance  with  that  request,  were  also 
stated  to  your  honourable  Committee  on  the  31st  of  October. 
The  Governor-General  in  council  at  the  same  time  expressed 
his  expectation  of  the  early  receipt  of  intelligence  of  the  dis- 
position of  the  confederate  chieftains  to  despatch  to  the 
British  camp  an  embassy  duly  authorized  to  negotiate  the 
terms  of  peace. 

Subsequently  to  the  despatch  of  Major-General  Wellesley's 
reply  to  the  letter  from  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  Major-Gene- 
ral Wellesley  received  various  letters  and  messages  on  the 
subject  of  a  pacification  through  different  channels.  All 
these  communications  however  proceeded  from  persons  un- 
authorized by  official  situation  under  the  govemotent  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  to  open  negotiations  on  the  part  of  that 
chieftain.  In  the  first  week  of  the  month  of  November,  a 
person  of  considerable  rank  named  Jeswunt  Rao  Goorparah 
and  another  person  of  inferior  rank  named  Naroo  Punt  Nana 

*  See  Appc[idix. 
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arrived  from  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah's  camp,  in  tbe  camp  of 
Major-Geoeral  Wellesley,  declaring  themseWes  to  be  autho- 
rized by  Scindiab  to  negotiate  the  terms  of  peace. 

At  tbe  first  conference  which  Major-Geaeral  Wellesley 
held  with  Jeswimt  Rao  Goorparah  and  Naroo  Punt  Nana  on 
the  10th  of  November,  those  persons  could  not  produce 
powers  from  Scindiab  to  prosecute  the  negotiation.  Major- 
Geoeral  WeUesley  therefore  referred  Jeswunt  Rao  Goorpa- 
rah and  Naroo  Punt  Nana  to  Scindiab  for  full  powers,  in  the 
meanwhile  permitting  those  persons  to  remain  in  the  British 
camp. 

Subsequently  to  the  date  of  Major-General  Wellesley's 
conference  with  those  persons,  Major-General  Wellesley 
received  a  letter  from  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  by  which  it 
appeared  that  Sdndiah  intended  to  appoint  a  person  named 
Mahomed  Meer  Khaun  to  negotiate  the  peace,  and  that 
Scindiab  disavowed  Jeswunt  Rao  Goorparah  and  Naroo  Punt 
Nana.  On  tbe  receipt  of  that  letter  Major-General  Wellesley 
sent  for  Jeswunt  Rao  Goorparah  and  his  colleague,  and  held 
a  conference  with  them  on  the  SOtb  of  November.  The 
result  of  this  conference  confirmed  Major-General  Wellesley 
in  the  opinion  which  he  bad  previously  entertained,  that  not- 
withstanding tbe  letter  of  Scindiah  disavowing  Jeswunt  Rao 
Goorpara  and  Naroo  Punt  Nana,  those  persons  had  actually 
been  sent  to  the  British  camp,  by  the  authority  of  Scindiah, 
Major-General  Wellesley  deemed  it  to  be  probable  that  full 
powers  would  be  transmitted  to  Jeswunt  Rao  Goorparah 
as  soon  as  Scindiah  should  have  been  apprized  of  the  ami- 
cable reception  of  that  agent  in  M^or-General  Wellesley's 
camp. 

Major-General  Wellesley  therefore  considered  it  to  be 
advisable  to  state  to  that  agent,  and  to  his  colleague,  the 
dangers  to  which  they  were  exposed  by  tbe  defect  of  tbe 
necessary  credentials,  and  tbe  moderation  and  favour  which 
had  been  manifested  towards  them  by  permitting  them  to 
remain  with  impunity  in  the  British  camp,  than  to  dismiss 
them  with  disgrace. 

They  accordingly  retired  from  the  conference  of  the  20th 
of  November  highly  satisfied  with  the  treatment  which  they 
had  received  from  Major-General  Wellesley,  and  greatly 
disgusted  with  tbe  evasive  and  equivocal  conduct  o^  theur 
employer.    On  the  same  day,  in  the  course  of  two  hours. 
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Naroo  Punt  Nana  returned  to  Major-General  Wellesley 
with  a  letter  irom  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  which  was  written 
by  that  chieftain  in  consequence  of  the  reference  made  to  him 
after  the  conference  of  the  10th  of  November,  conveTing 
powers  to  Jeswunt  Rao  Goorparah  and  Naroo  Punt  Nana, 
to  negotiate  with  Major-General  Wellesley. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  will  hereafter  communi- 
cate to  your  honourable  Committee  the  detail  of  the  intri^es 
which  appear  to  have  prevailed  in  the  camp  of  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah,  wi^  a  view  to  direct  the  ncgociations  for  peace 
through  various  channels.  These  intrigues  suggested  doubts 
of  the  authenticity  of  the  mission  of  Jeswunt  Rao  Goorparah 
and  Naroo  Punt  Nana. 

It  is  manifest  that  various  persons  at  the  Durbar  of  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah  have  respectively  endeavoured  to  become  the 
channel  of  negociation ;  and  Major-General  Wellesley  is  of 
opinion  that  Jeswunt  Rao  Goorparah  has  succeeded  by  exag- 
gerated reports  of  the  solicitude  of  Major-General  Wellesley 
for  the  otmclusion  of  peace,  and  by  encoura^ng  an  expecta- 
tion that  Major-General  Wellesley  would  be  induced  to  des- 
patch a  British  officer  for  that  purpose  to  the  camp  of  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindiah. 

The  course  of  the  negociations  for  peace,  and  the  general 
plan  of  pacification  in  Hindoatan  and  the  Deccan,  will  form 
the  subject  of  a  separate  despatch  to  your  honourable  Com- 
mittee by  an  eariy  opportuni^,  when  the  further  progress  of 
the  conferences  and  negociations  now  pending  shall  have  en- 
abled the  Governor-General  in  council  to  submit  to  your 
consideration  a  full  view  of  his  proceedings  in  the  conduct  of 
those  important  affairs.  At  present,  it  appears  to  be  suffi- 
cient to  inform  your  honourable  Committee  that,  at  the  con- 
ference held  with  Jeswunt  Rao  Goorparah  and  Naroo  Punt 
Nana,  on  the  SOth  November,  after  the  verification  of  their 
general  powers  from  Scindiah,  it  appeared  that  those  powers 
were  still  defective  in  the  essential  point  of  enabling  the  am- 
bassadors to  conclude  any  of  the  several  territorial  compen- 
sations to  the  Company  and  the  alUes,  which  must  form  the 
basis  of  the  peace  with  Scindiah.  Major-G«neral  Wellesley, 
therefore,  with  great  judgment,  referred  the  ambassadors 
again  to  their  chief  for  distinct  powers  to  negociate  those 
compensations.  At  this  conference,  Scindiah's  ambassadors 
earnestly  solicited   Major-General  Wellesley's  consent  to  a 
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suapensioD  of  hostilities  with  Sciodiah  and  the  Rajah  of 
Berar,  which  that  officer  granted  to  Sciodiah  exclusively. 

Your  honourable  Committee  will  observe,  that  by  the  terms 
of  the  armistice,  the  Rajah  of  Berar  was  expressly  excluded 
from  the  benefit  of  it ;  it  being  obviously  prudent  not  to  allow 
either  of  the  confederates  to  treat  for  the  other,  and  the  Rajah 
of  Berar  not  having  yet  despatched  any  ambassador  to  the 
British  camp,  or  manifested  any  inclinatitHi  to  conclude  peace. 

The  Govemor-Geoeral  in  council  entirely  approved  the 
conduct  of  Major-General  Wellesley  in  refusing  the  pro- 
posed armistice  to  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  in  granting  it  to 
Scindiah. 

These  transactions  justified  an  expectation  of  the  dissolu* 
tion  of  the  confederacy  between  Dowlut  Rao  Stundiah  and 
the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  of  the  conclusion  of  a  separate  peace 
with  the  former  of  those  chieflains.  A  despatch,  however, 
was  received  on  the  23td  December,  from  the  Hon.  Major- 
General  Wellesley,  under  date  the  30th  Nov.,  communicating 
the  intelhgence  that,  on  the  29th  of  November,  an  action  had 
taken  place  between  the  combined  armies  of  the  confederated 
chieftains  and  those  of  Major-General  Wellesley  and  Colonel 
Stevenson,  which  had  terminated  in  the  total  defeat  of  the 
enemy,  with  the  loss  of  all  their  artillery,  amounting  to  thirty- 
eight  pieces  of  ordnance,  with  ammunition,  baggage,  &c.  with 
the  slaughter  of  great  numbers  of  their  troops. 

The  annexed  copy  of  Major-General  Wellesley's  despatch 
of  the  30th  November,*  contains  the  detail  of  this  signal  vie- 
tory,  and  of  the  insidious  artifices  by  which  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  bad  evaded  the  first  conditions  of  the  armistice,  and 
had  united  the  remnant  of  hts  forces  with  those  of  the  Rajah 
of  Berar  in  a  position  close  to  Major-General  Wellesley's 
army ;  in  consequence  of  which  act  of  treachery.  General 
Wellesley  had  given  notice  to  Scindiah's  ambassadors,  pre- 
viously to  the  day  of  the  action,  that  the  armistice  was  inad- 
missible, and  that  the  British  army  would  act  against  both  of 
the  confederates  without  delay. 

The  Governor-Genera]  in  council  is  happy  to  find  that  this 
decisive  success  has  been  obtained  with  inconsiderable  loss 
on  our  side. 

The  Governor-General  in  coundl  confidently  trusts  that 

•  8m  p.  472. 
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the  ultimate  objects  of  the  war  will  be  more  speedily  and 
completely  obtained,  in  consequence  of  this  signal  defeat  of 
the  combined  armies  of  the  confederates,  than  could  have 
been  expected  even  by  the  conclusion  of  a  separate  treaty  of 
peace  with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah. 

In  the  despatch  of  the  31st  October,  the  Governor-General 
in  council  communicated  to  your  honourable  Committee  the 
intelligence  of  the  occupation  of  the  sea  port  of  Baroach,  and 
of  its  dependent  territory,  by  the  British  troops  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Woodington,  on  the  S9th  of 
August.  After  the  capture  of  that  place,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Woodington  proceeded  to  reduce  the  district  of  Champaneer, 
which  was  the  only  territory  remaining  to  Scindiah  in  Guz- 
zerat ;  and  subsequently  attacked  the  fort  of  Powanghur,  a 
strongly-fortified  hill,  with  the  town  of  Champaneer  attached, 
situated  about  twenty-five  miles  east  of  Brodera,  on  the 
western  confines  of  the  province  of  Malwa.  The  town  of 
Champiuieer  was  attacked  and  carried  by  assault,  with  little 
loss  on  the  part  of  the  British  troops ;  and  the  fort  was  sum- 
moned to  surrender.  The  Killedar  having  refitsed  to  comply 
with  the  summons,  preparations  were  immediately  made  for 
the  attack  of  the  fort,  which  was  to  have  been  stormed  on 
the  17th  of  September,  when  the  fort  capitulated,  and  was 
immediately  occupied  by  the'  British  troops.  This  success 
was  followed  by  the  reduction  of  the  district  of  Godra,  a  ter- 
ritory belonging  to  Scmdiah,  in  the  province  of  Malwa,  and 
contiguous  to  the  district  of  Champaneer.  Colonel  Murray, 
who  commands  the  BriUsh  forces  stationed  in  Guzzerat,  has 
since  been  employed  in  settling  the  revenues  of  the  district 
of  Godra. 

The  capture  of  Boorhanpoor  and  Aaseer-ghur*  was  followed 
by  the  subjection  of  Scindiah's  territory  in  Candeish,  of  which 
!Boorhanpore  is  the  capital ;  and  that  territory  has  for  the 
present  been  dehvered  into  the  hands  of  the  ofiScers  of  his 
Highness  the  Soubahdar  of  the  Deccan. 

These  successes  have  completed  the  conquest  of  the  whole 
of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah's  territorial  possessions  situated  in 
Guzzerat  and  south  of  the  Nerbudda. 

The  Governor-General  in  council  has  now  the  honour  to 
communicate  to  your  honourable  Committee  the  progress  of 


■  The  cnpittil  of  Guzzerat,  and  the  midence  uf  tbe  Ouikowar. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1808.  THE  SECRET  COHUITTEE.  55S 

the  military  operations  and  political  arrangements  in  Hin- 
do&tan,  under  the  direction  of  his  Excellency  the  Commander^ 
in-Chief,  subsequently  to  the  reduction  of  Agra  on  the  17th 
of  October,  of  which  event  information  was  transmitted  to 
your  honourable  Committee  in  the  despatch  of  the  Governor- 
General  in  council  of  the  3 1  at  of  October. 

The  British  army  marched  from  Agra  on  the  S7th  of  Oc- 
tober in  pursuit  of  a  force  of  the  enemy,  composed  of  fifteen 
of  Monsieur  Perron's  regular  battalions  (which  had  been  de- 
tached by  Scindiah  from  the  Deccan,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
campaign,  under  the  command  of  Monsieur  Dudemeg),  and 
of  two  battalions  which  had  effected  their  escape  from  Delhi 
after  the  battle  of  the  Uth  of  September.  During  the  siege 
of  Agra,  this  force  occupied  a  position  about  thirty  miles  in 
the  rear  of  the  British  army,  but  made  no  attempt  to  inter- 
rupt the  siege  of  that  important  fortress.  It  appears  that 
these  battalions  of  the  enemy  were  destined  to  proceed  to- 
wards Delhi  for  the  purpose  of  attempting  the  recovery  of 
that  important  post;  and  the  existence  of  so  considerable  a 
force  of  the  enemy  in  Hindoatan  alarmed  those  native  chiet- 
tains  who  were  disposed  to  unite  with  the  British  govern- 
ment, and  encouraged  all  those  who  might  be  adverse  to  our 
interests.  The  destruction  of  this  force,  therefore,  became 
an  object  of  the  utmost  importance. 

On  the  31st  of  October,  the  British  army  made  a  march  of 
twenty  miles,  and  arrived  and  encamped  at  a  short  distance 
from  the  ground  which  the  enemy  had  quitted  the  same 
morning.  Possessed  of  this  intelligence,  the  Conmiander-in- 
Chief  determined  to  make  an  effort  to  overtake  the  enemy 
with  all  the  cavalry  of  the  army,  intending  to  delay  the  enemy 
by  a  light  engagement  until  the  British  infantry  should  \x 
able  to  effect  a  junction  with  the  cavalry  in  advance,  and  if 
any  confusion  should  be  occasioned  by  this  attack,  to  seize 
the  enemy's  guns  and  baggage-  With  this  view,  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, with  the  whole  of  the  cavalry,  marched  at 
twelve  o'clock,  on  the  night  of  the  31st  of  October,  and  after 
a  march  of  twenty-five  miles,  came  up  with  the  enemy  at  day- 
break, on  the  morning  of  the  Ist  of  November,  notwith- 
standing the  difficulties  which  are  opposed  by  the  climate  of 
India  to  the  rapid  movements  of  European  troops.  The 
distance  marched  by  the  army  under  General  Lake,  in  the 
mornings  of  the  30th  and  31st  of  October,  exceeded  forty 
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miles,  tnakiog  the  total  distance  matched  hj  the  army  in 
forty-eight  hours  upwards  of  sisty-flve  miles.  PreviDusly  to 
the  march  of  the  British  cavalry,  orders  were  ^veu  for  the 
infantry  to  march  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  in  the  morning,  when  General 
Lake  with  the  British  cavalry  overtook  the  enemy,  the  enemy 
appearing  to  be  on  his  retreat,  and  in  great  confusion,  the 
Commander-in-Chief  was  induced  to  try  the  efiect  of  an 
attack  with  the  cavalry  alone,  without  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
the  infantry.  The  cavalry  succeeded  in  breaking  the  enemy's 
line,  and  in  taking  possession  of  some  of  the  enemy's  guns } 
but  the  Bre  of  the  enemy's  numerous  and  well-served  artillery 
rendered  it  necessary  to  withdraw  the  cavalry  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  guns  until  the  British  infantry  could  approach^ 
The  British  cavalry  accordingly  retired  in  perfect  order,  re- 
taining possession  of  part  of  the  enemy's  artillery. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  infantry,  a  general  attack  was  made 
on  the  enemy,  who,  after  a  long  and  vigorous  resistance,  were 
completely  defeated,  with  the  loss  of  all  their  bazars,  camp 
equipage  and  baggage,  a  considerable  number  of  elephants, 
camels  and  bullocks,  seventy-two  pieces  of  cannon,  five  thou- 
sand stand  of  arms  thrown  down  on  the  field  of  battle,  forty- 
four  stands  of  colours,  sixty-four  tumbrils,  completely  laden 
with  ammunition,  together  with  three  tumbrils  of  money, 
fifty-seven  carts  laden  with  matchlocks,  muskets,  and  stores. 
Two  thousand  prisoners  were  taken  and  numbers  slain. 

The  resistance  opposed  by  the  enemy  on  this  memorable 
occasion  was  more  determined  than  any  which  the  army  under 
General  Lake  had  experienced  since  the  commencement  of 
the  campaign. 

The  victory  must  principally  be  attributed  to  the  admirable 
skill,  judgment,  heroic  courage,  and  matchless  activity  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  whose  magnanimoUB  example,  together 
with  the  recollection  of  his  achievements  at  Coel,  Alligurh, 
Delhi,  and  Agra,  inspired  general  confidence  and  emulation. 

In  the  morning,  General  Lake  led  the  charge  of  the  ca- 
valry, and  in  the  afternoon  conducted  in  person,  at  the  head 
of  his  Majesty's  76th  regiment,  all  the  different  attacks  of 
the  enemy's  line. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  displayed  not  only  the  most  reso- 
lute.  fortitude  and  ardent  valour,  but  the  utmost  degree  of  pro- 
fessional ability  and  knowledge,  availing  himself  with  admirable 
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promptitude  of  every  advantage  presented  by  the  enemy,  and 
frustrating  every  effort  of  the  enemy's  obstinacy  and  boldness. 

The  Govemor<General  in  councU  desires  to  offer  to  yoar 
honourable  Committee  his  congratulations  on  this  most 
splendid  and  important  victory,  which  has  completed  the 
subversion  of  Scindiah's  hostile  power  and  formid^le  re- 
sources in  Hindostan. 

Your  honourable  Committee  will  contemplate,  with  senti- 
ments of  the  highest  admiration,  the  imexampled  rapidity  and 
success  of  the  British  arms  in  every  part  of  India  since  the 
commencement  of  hostilities. 

From  the  8th  of  August,  the  day  on  which  hostilities  com- 
menced, to  the  S9th  of  November,  the  date  of  the  battle  of 
Argaum  in  the  Deccan,  the  British  army  hits  conquered  all 
the  possessions  ofScindiah  inGuzerat,  the  city  of  BoorhauiH 
poor  in  Candeish,  together  with  all  the  territorial  possessions 
of  that  chieftain  situated  to  the  southward  of  the  Nerbuddah, 
the  province  of  Cuttack  in  Orissa,  the  Mahratta  dominions 
between  the  Jumna  and  the  Ganges,  the  city  of  Delhi  and 
the  right  biuttc  of  the  Jumna,  the  city  of  Agra  and  the  ad- 
joining territory;  has  reduced  by  storm  the  fortified  town  of 
Abmednuggur,  the  forts  of  AUyghur,  Baroach,  and  Cuttack, 
and  by  capitulation,  after  having  opened  the  batteries,  the 
forts  of  Abmednuggur,  of  Powangbur  and  Champaneer,  the 
forts  of  Asseergurh  and  Agra,  and  has  defeated  the  enemy  in 
four  general  engagements — at  Delhi,  on  the  11th  of  Septem- 
ber ;  at  AsBye,  on  the  S3rd  of  September ;  at  Laswaree,  on 
the  1st  of  November ;  and  on  the  plains  of  Argaum,  on  the 
09th  of  November. 

The  defeat  of  the  formidable  force  of  the  enemy  assembled 
at  Laswaree,  has  tended  in  a  considerable  degree  to  promote 
the  success  of  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chiers  ne- 
gociations  with  the  chiefs  and  states  of  Hindostan. 

The  Commander>in-Chief  has  accordingly  made  consider- 
able progress  in  the  various  political  arrangements  con- 
nected with  the  exclusion  of  the  Mahratta  power  from  the 
Company's  frontier  in  Hindostan. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  for  the  ofiairs  of  Cuttack 
have  proceeded  successfully  in  the  settlement  of  that  pro- 
vince, and  have  already  realized  a  proportion  of  its  revenues. 
The  progress  of  our  military  operations  and  political  ar- 
rangements, down  to  the  date  of  this  despatch,  connected 
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with  the  wir  in  vhich  the  British  government  is  engaged, 
has  been  uniformly  prosperous  and  BUccesBful  in  every  quarter 
of  India,  and  the  speedy  termination  of  hostilities  may  be 
expected  to  place  the  interests  and  security  of  the  British 
empire  in  India  on  a  basis  of  improved  strength  and  power. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wblleblet. 
G.  H.  Bari^w. 
G.  Udny. 

No.  CLIX. 

ZMut.-Ga%etvi  Lake  to  the  Mar^ueu  IFeUalef. 

(Printe.) 

Mt  LoED,  Camp,  Beus,  Dec  28Ui,  1803. 

You  will  receive  this  by  express,  conveying  a  letter  from 
Holkar;  and  I  ke\  happy  to  think  that  he  means  to  be  upoD 
friendly  terms.  You  may  be  assured  that  nothing  shall  happen 
on  my  part  to  cause  him  to  alter  these  sentiments ;  but  I  own 
his  actions  do  not  appear  to  accord  with  his  words.  I  can 
venture  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  he  can  do  us  no  harm, 
as  my  frontier  is  too  strongly  guarded  for  any  set  of  men  to 
get  past  it.  Lieut.'Col.  White  and  Mr.  Mercer  were,  on  the 
26th  inst.^  within  five  coss  of  Gwalior,  and  bad  no  doubt  of 
being  admitted  quietly  into  the  fort  in  a  day  or  two. 

All  matters  in  Bundlecund  seem  to  be  going  on  perfectly 
weO,  and  there  will  be  a  sufficient  force  to  enable  us  to  de- 
tach from  that  part  of  the  country,  if  necessary,  towards  the 
territory  of  the  Berar  B^ab ;  hut  I  flatter  myself  that  a 
peace  will  soon  take  place,  and  prevent  the  necessity  of  such 
a  movement.  We  have  a  report  here,  and  which  seems  to 
deserve  credit  from  the  quarter  whence  it  comes,  that  General 
Wellesley  has  given  that  chief  a  complete  beating.  God  send 
it  may  be  true. 

I  write  in  baste,  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  sending  Hoi- 
kar's  letter,  who  is  so  Uttle  to  be  depended  upon,  that  I  wish  to 
know  your  Lordship's  opinions  and  directions  respecting  him. 

I  shall  remain  here  a  few  days,  as  it  is  a  central  position 
and  good  ground. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord, 
with  attachment  and  affection,  ydur  devoted, 

G.  Lake. 
P.  S.— You  may  depend  on  my  watching  Holkar  at  every  turn. 
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Tie  Sfarqueu  fFeOeiUj/  to  the  Court  o/Direetort. 

HONOUEABLB  S1R8,  Fort  KTJliMn,  Dec.  30tb.  1803. 

1.  The  important  crisis  of  a£furs  which  has  unexpectedly 
occurred  in  India  having  compelled  me  to  engage  in  an  ex- 
teneive  and  complicated  system  of  military  operations,  con- 
nected with  political  negotiations  and  arrangements,  which 
must  deeply  affect  the  interests  and  honour  of  the  Company 
and  the  nation,  I  have  deemed  it  to  be  my  public  duty  to 
relinqtush  my  intention  for  embarking  for  Europe  in  the 
month  of  January,  1804^  The  same  considerations  have 
determined  me  to  awut  in  India  the  issue  of  those  transac- 
tions which  have  originated  during  my  administration  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year. 

S.  I  trust  that  this  determination  will  be  approved  by  your 
honourable  Court ;  and  I  entertain  a  confident  expectation 
of  being  enabled  to  derive  considerable  advantage  to  your 
interests  by  conducting  the  depending  negotiations  for  peace 
to  a  favourable  issue. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Honourable  Sirs, 
your  most  obedient,  obliged,  and  faithful  servant, 

Welleslbt. 


Mqfor-Getierat  ff^etlmley  A>  the  ttarqueu  ffeOetUf. 

Mr  Lord,  Ouop.  Dec.  aOth,  1803. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have 
this  day  concluded  with  the  vakeels  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah 
and  signed  a  treaty  of  peace,  copies  of  which  in  the  English, 
Persian,  and  Mi^ratta  languages,  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose. 

This  treaty  like  that  with  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  is  concluded 
in  the  name  of  the  British  Government  and  its  allies  generally, 
and  the  cessions  are  made  to  all  the  allied  powers.  It  will 
remain  with  your  Excellency  to  give  orders  to  the  Residents 
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at  the  different  Durbars  to  procure  the  consent  of  the  allied 
gOTemments  to  the  treaty,  and  to  divide  the  conquests  in  such 
manner  as  you  may  think  proper. 

By  this  treaty  which  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  ratify,  all 
the  important  objects  detailed  in  your  Excellency's  instruc- 
tions of  the  S7th  of  June  are  secured;  and  the  ground  is  laid 
for  a  more  complete  alliance  with  Sciodiah's  Government;  or 
supposing  that  he  should  omit  to  take  advantage  of  the  terma 
offered  to  him,  to  ally  himself  more  closely  with  the  Com- 
pany's Grovemment,  such  an  influence  will  be  established  in 
his,  as  will  render  it  very  improbable,  that  its  means  will  ever 
be  agiun  directed  against  that  of  the  Company. 

By  the  @nd  article  of  the  treaty,  Scindiah  consents  to  cede 
to  the  honourable  Company  aU  his  territories  north  of  the 
countries  of  the  Bajahs  of  Jeypore,  Jodepore,  and  the  Rana 
of  Gohud.  A  schedule  is  annexed  to  the  treaty  which  con- 
tains the  best  account  that  can  be  procured  of  the  revenue 
of  those  territories. 

Besides  the  territories  included  in  the  schedule,  there  are 
three  Pergunnahs  also  north  of  the  countries  of  Jeypore, 
Jodepore,  and  Gohud,  viz.  Dholepore,  Raree  and  Rajah- 
kerrab,  which  were  formerly  granted  to  the  funily  of  Scindiah 
in  Enaum,*  which  have  never  been  carried  into  tfie  Duftersf 
under  the  head  of  lands  in  Hindostan,  and  have  been  consi- 
dered as  the  private  property  of  Scindiah's  house.  These 
Pergunnahs  are  to  remain  in  his  possession  under  certain 
stipulations  which  exclude  his  troops  from  the  line  fixed  upon 
by  yotir  Excellen^. 

Besides  three  Pergunnahs  there  are  others,  the  Jagheer 
lands  of  the  ladies  of  the  family  of  the  late  Modhajee  Scin- 
diah, and  those  of  some  of  the  principal  Sirdars  and  ministers 
of  Dowlut  Rao,  also  not  included  in  the  schedule,  which 
according  to  the  7th  article  are  to  remain  in  the  hands  of 
their  present  possessors  under  the  protection  of  the  British 
Government ;  and  the  British  Government  is  to  give  pensions 
or  jagheers  according  to  its  option,  to  Sirdars  to  be  named 
by  Scindiah,  to  the  amount  of  seventeen  lacs  of  rupees,  inclu' 
ding  the  value  of  those  jagheers  to  remain  in  the  hands  of 
their  present  possessors  under  the  7th  article. 

•  Gift.  t  Offices  of  record. 
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It  would  bare  beeo  impossible  to  arrange  this  great 
cesaioD  in  the  disturbed  state  of  Scindiah's  GovemmeDt 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  his  misfortunes  in  the  war, 
and  of  the  great  diminution  of  his  military  power  and  re- 
putation, in  comparison  with  that  of  his  rival  Holkar,  with- 
out detennining  to  provide  in  some  degree  for  those  who 
reaped  benefits  from  the  revenues  of  the  ceded  territories, 
or  making  up  my  mind  to  throw  into  Holkar's  hands,  and  to 
add  to  his  armies,  all  the  Sirdars  and  troops  who  had  been 
subsisted  by  the  resources  of  those  countries,  and  who  must 
have  been  forthwith  discharged  from  Scindi^'s  service,  and 
would  have  looked  to  Holkar  for  protection  and  future  em- 
ployment. 1  chose  the  former  which  I  think  is  most  ccmsis- 
tent  with  your  Excellency's  policy,  and  it  appears  that  besides 
avoiding  the  evil  of  increasing  the  niunbers  of  the  followers 
of  the  only  freebooter  that  remuns  in  India,  it  tends  to 
establish  an  influence  in  Scindiah's  Durbar,  which  must  guide 
its  measures  in  a  great  degree  even  if  Scindiah  should  omit  to 
unite  himself  more  closely  with  the  Company ;  and  must  tend 
greatly  to  facilitate  all  the  objects  of  the  British  Government 
in  his  Durbar  if  he  should  agree  to  the  terms  of  the  general 
defensive  alliance. 

Upon  the  whole  therefore  I  hope  that  your  Excellency 
will  approve  of  this  arrangement,  the  expence  of  which  wiU 
amount  to  about  fourteen  lacs  of  rupees  annually,  to  be 
deducted  from  the  revenues  stated  in  tiie  schedule. 

The  next  point  to  which  I  wish  to  draw  your  Excellency's 
attention  in  order  to  bring  under  your  view  at  once  every 
thing  relating  to  the  cession  in  Hindostan,  is  the  15th  article 
of  the  treaty,  by  which  it  is  agreed  that  Scindiah  shall  have 
a  subsidiary  force,  the  expence  of  which  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  cessions  made  by  the  2d,  Sd,  and  4th  articles  of  the  treaty. 

In  the  course  of  this  war  Scindiah's  power,  reputation,  and 
military  resources,  have  been  greatly  diminished,  while  his 
rival  Holkar  after  having  recovered  the  possessions  of  his 
family  by  his  treaty  of  peace  with  Scindiah  remains  with 
undiminished  power,  and  increased  reputation.  Compara- 
tively vrith  those  of  Scindiah,  his  power,  and  his  military  re- 
sources are  much  greater  than  they  were  previous  to  the  war, 
and  I  have  but  little  doubt  but  that  the  contest  between  those 
chiefs  will  be  renewed. 
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This  would  he  a  matter  of  but  little  consequence  to  the 
Britisb  QoTemment  if  the  parties  were  so  equal  in  pmnt  of 
strength,  resources  and  abilities,  as  to  render  the  event  of  the 
contest  doubtful.  But  Holkar  is  certainly  at  this  moment 
superior  to  Scindiah  in  every  point  of  view ;  and  the  conse- 
quence of  leaving  the  latter  to  his  own  means  must  be,  that 
he  will  fall  an  easy  pre;  to  Holkar,  or  if  he  should  endeavour 
to  avoid  the  contest  which  I  do  not  think  probable,  bis 
government  will  by  degrees  become  dependent  upon  that  of 
his  rival. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  particularly  as  I  was  aware 
of  your  Excellency's  detennination  to  support  the  peace,  and 
the  relative  situation  in  which  it  should  leave  the  different 
powers  in  the  manner  in  which  that  bad  been  established  by 
the  exercise  of  the  force  of  the  British  Government,  I  thought 
it  expedient  to  bold  forth  to  Scindiah  an  option  of  becoming 
a  party  to  the  general  defensive  alliance ;  and  as  a  further 
inducement  to  bun  to  agree  to  that  treaty,  to  engage  that  the 
assistance  which  should  be  given  to  him,  should  occasion  no 
further  diminution  of  his  revenues. 

I  was  induced  to  make  this  last  engagement  by  the  convic- 
tion  that  Scindiah  would  not  agree  to  the  treaty  of  general 
defensive  alliance,  although  his  ministers  proposed  that  he 
should  unite  himself  more  closely  with  the  Company,  if  he 
was  to  he  obliged  to  pay  for  the  assistance  which  he  should 
receive,  and  that  if  be  does  agree  to  that  treaty,  the  peace  of 
India  is  secured  as  &r  as  it  can  be  by  human  means. 

I  have  every  reason  to  believe  also  that  when  Scindiah  will 
wind  up  his  ^Bairs  at  the  end  of  this  war,  he  will  not  have  a 
disposable  clear  revenue  such  as  the  British  Government 
would  require  to  pay  the  expences  of  the  force  which  might 
be  given  to  him. 

Upon  this  point  I  have  likewise  to  observe,  that  supposing 
Scindiah  should  agree  to  the  treaty  of  defensive  alliance,  the 
diminution  of  receipt  to  the  Company  will  be  eight  lacs  of 
rupees  annually,  if  bis  Highness  the  Peishwa  be  admitted  to 
participate  equally  with  the  Company  and  the  Niiam  in  the  bene- 
fits of  the  war,  and  twel  ve-and-a-half  lacs  of  rupees  if  his  High- 
ness the  Nizam  only  should  be  admitted  to  that  participation. 

I  have  sanguine  hopes  therefore  that  your  Excellency  vrill 
approve  of  this  article  of  the  peace. 
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By  the  cesuon  of  Baroach  the  Company  wiJl  gain  a  clear 
revenue  of  ten  lacs  of  rupees  annually,  and  a  valuable  terri- 
tory in  a  commercial  point  of  view. 

I  ordered  that  the  hill  fort  of  Pawanghur  might  be  des- 
troyed when  I  determined  to  return  that  conquest  to  Scindiah. 
My  motives  for  returning  the  conquests  in  that  part  of  India 
and  Aeseerghur  and  Boorhanpore  in  the  Deccan,  are  ex- 
pluned  to  your  Excellency  in  my  despatch  of  the  of 

November,  and  although  I  intend  to  endeavour  to  ret^n  pos- 
seBsion  of  Pawanghur  and  Dohud  in  the  negotiation  of  the 
treaty  of  general  defensive  alliance  in  exchange  for  land 
elsewhere,  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  without  making  some 
sacrifices,  I  could  not  have  peace ;  and  these  places  appeared 
to  me  to  he  of  less  consequence  than  any  of  the  other  con- 
quests which  the  British  troops  had  made. 

The  territories  restored  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ahmed- 
nuggur  are  the  ancient  family  lands  of  Scindiah,  and  your 
Excellency  will  perceive  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Conferences 
(which  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  they  can  he  copied)  the  great 
anxiety  to  retain  these  lands.  They  have  been  returned 
therefore  under  a  particular  stipulation  that  no  armed  men 
are  ever  to  be  kept  in  them. 

I  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  retain  the  lands  of  which 
I  took  possession  upon  the  capture  of  Ahmednuggur,  as  1 
wbbed  to  exclude  Scindiah  entirely  from  the  Deccan ;  but  as 
the  lands  are  really  his  family  property,  to  have  kept  them 
would  have  occasioned  a  personal  inconvenience  which  your 
Excellency  would  have  been  desirous  to  remove;  and  the 
restoration  of  them  is  accompanied  by  a  stipulation  which  I 
hope  will  prevent  the  bad  consequences  attending  his  having 
any  lands  in  those  countries. 

There  was  confliderable  difficulty  also  in  settling  the  9th 
article  respecting  the  treaties  made  with  the  Rajahs.  The 
ministers  appeared  to  be  aware  of  the  loss  which  Scindiah's 
government  might  incur  under  this  article,  and  they  con- 
tended  strongly  against  it  until  at  last  I  was  obUged  to  tell 
them  that  unless  they  agreed  to  it  1  could  not  make  peace. 
The  advantage  which  it  appeared  to  me  that  your  Excellency 
expected  to  derive  from  the  independence  of  the  Rajahs  of 
Jeypore  and  Jodepore,  and  the  Rana  of  Gohud  was,  that 
these  chiefs  should  connect  themselves  by  treaty  with  the 

VOL.  III.  S  o 
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British  Government.  From  the  different  Kccounts  however 
which  I  have  received,  I  observe  that  treaties  have  not  been 
concluded  with  any  of  these  chiefs,  notwithstanding  the  rapid 
and  astonishing  success  of  his  Excellency  the  Conunander-io- 
Chie£  The  consequence  of  their  independence,  unless  they 
should  have  connected  themselves  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment would  be,  that  the  annual  contest  which  they  have  had 
with  the  Mahrattae  for  the  Peishcush  would  cease,  and  the' 
British  Government  would  derive  no  additional  securi^. 

I  therefore  deemed  it  best  to  stipulate  generally  for  the  in< 
dependence  of  every  Rajah  with  whom  a  treaty  should  have 
been  concluded ;  by  which  your  Excellency's  object  is  insured 
in  respect  to  all  of  this  description;  and  in  regard  to  the 
others  they  are  left  to  their  fate. 

There  was  not  much  difficulty  in  arranging  the  other  arti- 
clea  of  the  peace.  There  were  some  objections  to  the  ISth 
article  founded  upon  the  necessity  of  Scindiab's  performing 
the  duties  of  hia  office  of  Vakeel-ooV-Mootluck,*  which  bow- 
ever  were  easily  overcome. 

In  negociating  this  treaty  I  have  received  the  greatest 
assistance  from  Mr.  Elphinstone,  and  since  he  arrived  in 
camp,  from  Major  Malcolm;  indeed  the  acquaintance  of  the 
latter  with  your  Excellency's  sentiments  upon  all  pohtical 
questions,  and  his  own  pohtical  knowledge  and  abilities,  have 
enabled  me  to  conclude  this  difficult  treaty  in  a  manner  which 
I  hope  will  be  satisfactory  to  your  Excellency. 

I  have  requested  Major  Malcolm  to  prepare  to  go  to  Scin- 
diah's  camp  as  soon  as  I  have  received  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty.  By  a  residence  there  for  some  time  he  will  be  enabled 
to  settle  with  that  chief  the  treaty  of  general  defensive  alli- 
ance if  it  should  be  possible  to  arrange  it,  or  at  all  events  to 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  characters  at  bis  Durbar,  and  of 
the  state  of  his  remaining  military  resources. 

In  case  your  Excellency  should  think  it  proper  to  ratify 
this  treaty,  it  will  be  best  to  send  one  copy  of  the  ratification 
to  Major  Kirkpatrick,  to  be  forwarded  to  Major  Malcolm, 
and  one  to  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  be 

■  A  titular  office  deri*eit  from  the  Emperor  of  Delhi.  It  may  be  tran- 
iMed  Agnt,  Ptm^otentian/,  or  Lieutmant  ^tht  Empire.  This  title  waa 
ttonie  on  Scindiah't  ^reat  teal. 
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forwarded  through  Hindostan,  as  one  of  the  first  objects  of 
Major  Malcolm's  attention  will  be  to  communicate  with  his 
Excellency  by  a  Dawk. 

I  propose  to  desire  the  servants  of  the  Soubadar  of  the 
Deccan  to  take  possession  of  Scindiah's  territories,  ceded  by 
the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace.  In  respect  to  the 
other  territories  they  will  remain  to  be  disposed  of  according 
to  the  orders  which  I  may  receive  from  your  Excellency. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Arthur  Wbllesley. 


7X«  Marqueu  fFelletUs  to  Lord  Caitkreagh. 

(Prirate  and  Conedential.) 

My  dsar  Lord,  Bairackpore,  Dec.  31,  1803. 

The  state  of  the  war  with  the  Mahratta  chiefs,  and  of  the 
varions  depending  negotiations,  has  determined  me  to  remain 
in  India,  until  1  can  bring  our  affairs  to  a  favourable  issue. 
My  departure  would  occasion  the  utmost  embarrassment  to 
General  Lake,  to  General  Wellesley,  and  to  every  person 
concerned  in  the  conduct  of  the  war,  or  in  the  negotiation  of 
peace.  My  own  wishes  would  lead  me  to  return  to  Europe, 
if  I  could  relinquish  this  charge  with  honour  to  myself,  and 
with  justice  to  the  interests  of  my  country :  but  I  should 
sacrifice  my  own  character  as  well  as  the  public  service,  if  I 
abdicated  the  duty  of  completing  my  own  plans,  and  en- 
trusted to  other  hands  the  final  security  of  a  work  com- 
menced by  myself,  and  which  cannot  be  finished  with  equal 
celerity  or  advant&ge  by  any  other  person,  however  superior 
to  me  in  the  necessary  qualifications  for  this  arduous  govern- 
ment. 

I  bave  therefore  resolved  to  meet  every  difficulty  and  vex- 
ation, and  to  act  that  part  which  my  conscience  and  judg- 
ment recommend,  as  the  only  clear,  distinct,  and  fmthful 
observance  of  my  public  duty.  In  addition  to  other  difficul- 
ties, the  state  of  parties  in  England,  announced  by  the  arriv^ 
of  the  ship  Tigris,  will  subject  me  to  a  most  pmnful  and  disr 
tracting  alternative.      On  this  subject  I  have  not  hitherto 
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explained  my  sentiments  to  your  Lordship.  Id  my  present 
station,  my  first  obligation  is  to  acquit  myself  of  the  indis- 
pensable duties  of  the  great  charge  which  I  nndertook  in  the 
year  1797,  with  a  full  sense  of  its  importance,  and  of  all  the 
dangers  to  which  it  exposed  my  personal  honour  and  future 
happiness.  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Addington  are  distinctly  ap- 
prized of  my  estimation  of  the  nature  of  this  trust,  and  of  the 
obligations  which  it  imposes.  They  both  must  feel  that  I  am 
bound  by  the  most  sacred  ties  to  sacrifice  every  consideration 
to  the  preservation  of  this  empire,  of  which  I  have  under- 
taken the  care.  When  that  primary  and  high  duty  shall  have 
been  faithfully  discharged  to  the  satisfaction  of  my  King  and 
my  country,  I  shall  be  at  liberty  to  exercise  my  judgment 
upon  the  disastrous  circumstances,  which  have  separated 
iriends  and  connections,  whose  union  appeared  to  me  to  be 
as  indissoluble  as  my  regard  and  attachment  are  sincere  and 
cordial. 

While  I  shall  retain  this  station,  your  Lordship  may  be  as- 
sured,  that  I  shall  deem  it  to  be  an  indispensable  part  of  my 
duty  and  a  main  obligation  of  my  trust  to  act  with  the  most 
unqualified  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the  existing  administration  at 
home,  and  to  co-operate  without  reserve  in  the  course  of  every 
measure  connected  with  my  charge.  Nor  shall  I  confine  the 
operation  of  this  principle  to  my  personal  conduct  in  India. 
While  I  shall  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  exercise  this  trust,  and 
while  it  shall  be  continued  in  my  hands,  all  my  friends  in  Eng- 
land shall  know  that  it  is  my  determination  to  contribute  every 
possible  aid  to  the  administration  under  which  I  have  thought 
that  my  honour  and  the  public  interests  require  me  to  serve. 
My  future  conduct  on  my  arrival  in  England  must  be  regulated 
by  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  recent  transactions  than  I  can 
acquire  at  this  distance ;  but  it  will  be  difficult  to  engage  me 
with  warmth  or  alacrity  against  any  of  my  friends ;  for  ail  of 
whom  I  retain  my  afTection,  esteem,  and  respect;  nor  will  I 
now  enter  more  deeply  into  the  discussion  than  to  declare, 
that  the  late  peace  with  France  appeared  to  me  to  be  indis- 
pensable, although  neither  desirable  nor  secure ;  and  that 
the  present  war  appears  to  me  to  be  just  and  necessary,  and 
to  require  the  ardent  support  of  every  British  heart.  These 
opinions  furnish  a  sufficient  rule  for  my  present  guidance, 
connected  with  the  principles  prescribed  by  my  particular 
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station ;  I  most  earnestly  hope  that  the  same  rule  may  guide 
me  through  the  contest  between  my  friends  without  any  injury 
to  mutual  confidence  and  regard. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord, 

with  great  esteem, 
yours  ever  most  fidthfiilly, 
Wbllesley. 


The  Marqvtu  fFelUtles  to  the  Honourable  tk»  Secret  Committee  of  the 
Court  qfDireetert. 

Honourable  Sirs,  Fort  WiUiam,  February  2lBt,  1804. 

1.  The  Governor-General  in  council  has  the  honour  to 
communicate  to  your  honourable  Committee  the  satisfactory 
intelligence  of  the  termination  of  hostilities  between  the  Bri- 
tish Government  and  Dowtut  Rao  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of 
Berar,  by  the  conclusion  of  separate  treaties  of  peace  with 
each  of  those  chieftains. 

0.  After  the  battle  of  Argaum,  the  particulars  of  which 
were  communicated  to  your  honourable  Committee  in  our 
despatch  of  the  28th  of  December,  1803,  the  Hon.  Major- 
General  Wellesley  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
siege  of  the  strong  fortress  of  Gawilgurh,  the  principal 
fortress  in  the  dominions  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar.  The  diffi- 
culties attending  this  operation  were  of  an  extraordinary 
nature,  and  were  surmounted  by  the  British  troops  employed 
on  that  occasion  with  a  degree  of  perseverance,  courage,  and 
activity  which  has  never  been  surpassed. 

3.  The  fortress  of  Gawilgurh  was  carried  by  assault  on 
the  15th  of  December.  The  details  of  this  important  and 
arduous  achievement  are  contained  in  the  annexed  copy  of  a 
despatch  from  the  Hon.  Major-General  Wellesley  of  the 
same  date. 

4.  Previously  to  the  capture  of  that  fortress,  the  Rajah  of 
Berar  had  despatched  Vakeels  to  the  camp  of  Major-General 
Wellesley,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  negociating  the  terms 
of  a  separate  peace  with  the  British  Government. 

5.  On  the  17th  of  December,  1803,  the  treaty  of  peace 
was  concluded  with  the  Vakeels  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and 
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was  returned  to  the  Hon.  Major-General  Wellesley  irath  the 
ratification  of  the  Rajah  oi*  Berar  on  the  2Sri  of  that  month. 

6.  The  terms  of  the  peace  with  the  Rajah  of  Berar  ap- 
pearing to  the  Governor-General  in  coundl  to  be  highly 
advantageous  and  honourable  to  the  British  Grovemment  and 
its  allies,  the  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  Governor-General  in 
council  on  the  9th  of  January,  the  day  on  which  a  copy  of  it 
waa  first  received  at  Fort  William. 

7.  A  copy  of  that  treaty,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  Hon.  Major-GenerBl  Wellesley,  containing  expla- 
natory observations  on  the  several  articles  of  it,  are  enclosed 
for  your  honourable  Committee's  information.* 

8.  On  the  24th  of  December,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Elphinstone 
was  despatched  by  the  Hon.  Major-General  Wellesley  to 
reside  at  the  Court  of  the  B:ajah  of  Berar,  where  Mr.  Elphin- 
stone was  received  with  due  respect  and  honour.  The  dea- 
patches  received  from  Mr.  Elphinstone  induce  the  Governor- 
General  in  council  to  believe  that  the  peace  concluded  with 
the  Rajah  of  Berar  will  prove  permanent. 

9.  The  negociations  of  Major-General  Wellesley  with  the 
Ministers  and  Vakeels  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  were  termi- 
nated by  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  peace  on  the  30di  of 
December,  1803,  and  diat  treaty  was  returned  to  Major- 
General  Wellesley,  with  the  ratification  of  Dowlut  Eao  Sdn- 
diah,  on  the  5th  of  January,  1804. 

10.  In  consequence  of  some  unaccountable  irregularity  in 
the  conveyance  of  letters  between  the  camp  of  Major-Ge- 
neral Wellesley  and  Hydrabad,  the  Governor-General  in 
council  did  not  receive  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with 
Scindiah  until  the  Idth  inst. 

11.  The  terms  of  the  peace  concluded  with  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiah  appearing  to  the  Governor-General  in  council  to  be 
entirely  conformable  to  the  general  tenor  of  the  instructions 
with  which  Major-General  Wellesley  had  been  furnished  on 
that  subject,  highly  honourable  and  advantageous  to  the  Bri- 
tish Government  ajid  its  allies,  and  calculated  to  secure  per- 
manent tranquillity  to  the  honourable  Company's  dominions, 
and  to  all  the  native  powers  of  India,  the  treaty  was  ratified 
by  the  Governor-General  in  council  on  the  13th  of  February, 
the  day  on  which  a  copy  of  it  was  received  at  Fort  William. 

*  See  Appendix. 
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12.  The  Goveraor-General  in  council  has  now  the  honour 
to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  your  honourable  Com- 
mittee, a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  with  Scin- 
diah,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  firom  the  Hon.  Major- 
General  Wellesley,  which  was  annexed  to  the  treaty.* 

13.  Major  John  Malcolm,  ReBident  of  Mysore,  was  des- 
patched by  Major-General  Wellesley  on  a  mission  to  the 
Court  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindioh  after  the  conclusion  of  peace. 

14.  Major  Malcolm  arrived  in  Scindiah's  camp  on  the  11th 
of  January,  and  was  received  with  due  honour  and  respect. 

15.  The  peace  now  happUy  concluded  with  the  confede- 
rated Mahratta  chiefltuns,  involving  considerations  and  de- 
tails of  an  extensive  and  complicated  nature,  the  preparation 
of  which  will  necessarily  occupy  a  considerable  portion  of 
time,  the  Governor-General  in  council  faaa  deemed  it  expe- 
dient to  postpone  the  communication  of  his  detailed  senti- 
ments on  that  important  subject  until  a  future  opportunity, 
and  to  limit  his  communication  to  your  honourable  Com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  the  late  pacification  by  the  ships 
now  under  despatch  to  the  general  statement  contained  in 
this  address. 

16.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Govemor^General  in  council 
to  despatch  the  honourable  Company's  extra  ship  Ttgrtg,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  conveying  to  your  honourable  Com- 
mittee and  to  the  honourable  Court  of  Directors  all  the  de- 
tails and  documents  connected  with  this  important  subject. 

17.  The  Governor-General  in  council  desires  to  offer  to 
your  honourable  Committee  his  congratulations  on  the  happy 
conclusion  of  peace  with  the  Mahratta  powers,  within  the 
space  of  five  months  from  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
upon  terms  highly  honourable  and  advantageous  to  the  ho- 
nourable Company  and  to  the  nation;  and  the  Governor- 
General  in  council  trusts  that  the  condition  of  the  peace  will 
be  found  to  correspond'  with  the  extraordinary  glory  acquired 
by  the  British  anna  in  the  late  splendid  and  memorable  cam- 
paign. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  honourable  Sirs, 
your  most  obedient  and  faithfiil  servants, 
Wellesley. 
G.  H.  Barlow. 
G.  Udny. 


>  See  Appendix. 
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7%#  Marqveu  ComteaUU  to  the  MarqutM  WeiUtleg,* 

CPriTnte.) 

BarlingtoD  Street,  April  30th,  1804. 
My  dear  Lord,  [RecelTwl  Sept.  27th,  1804.] 

I  have  received  your  Lordship's  letter  dated  the  6th  of 
November,  by  the  hands  of  Captain  Sahnond,  to  whom  I 
shall  be  desirous  to  shew  every  possible  attention ;  my  retired 
situation,  however,  leaves  little  in  my  power  beyond  personal 
civility. 

I  can  with  truth  assure  you  that  I  have  felt  mach  anxiety 
during  the  course  of  your  Mahratta  warfare,  being  well  aware 
of  the  difficulties  agunst  which  you  had  to  contend,  and  I 
now  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  your  brilliant  successes. 

The  important  and  glorious  achievepients  of  my  friends, 
Generals  Lake  and  Wellesley,  have  afforded  me  the  most 
sincere  satisfaction. 

As  I  am  now  growing  old,  and  perhaps  out  of  fashion,  it  is 
not  likely  that  I  should  be  again  selected  for  any  active  situa- 
tion.    My  wishes,  however,  continue  to  be  as  warm  as  they 
ever  were  for  the  honour  and  welfare  of  my  country ;  and  I 
earnestly  hope  that,  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  its  interests 
will  be  promoted  by  as  able  statesmen,  and  its  armies  con- 
ducted by  as  meritorious  generals,  as  those  who  have  of  late 
been  entrusted  with  the  preservation  of  our  Asiatic  empire. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  esteem  and  regard, 
my  dear  Lord, 
your  most  obedient  and  faithfiil  servant, 

CoRNWALtlS, 

*  As  this  aod  the  following  lettet^  relnte  solely  to  the  w&r  described 
in  the  preBent  volume,  they  are  given  here  out  of  tlieir  ctuvnological 
order.— [Ed.] 
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whose  services  will  stand  recorded  aoKMigst  the  most  illus- 
trious of  those  which  adorn  the  annals  of  the  Britiah  empire, 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  obedient  and 

humble  servant, 

HOBAKT. 


Lord  CatOereagh  to  the  MarqtKU  W^ateg, 

(MiMt  Secret.) 

LcmdoD,  Hay  18,  1804. 
Mt  DBAE  Lord,  [Received  orerbad,  Oct.  14,  1804.] 

Your  despatches  by  the  Belle  reached  England  on  the 
S5th,  and  those  by  the  Waller  on  the  28th  of  April  last. 

It  would  have  been  my  wish  to  have  addressed  your  Lord- 
ship, without  delay,  in  reply  to  the  variety  of  important  and 
interesting  matter  to  which  these  despatches  relate,  but  the 
state  of  afiairs  at  home  will  explain  to  your  Lordship  the 
grounds  on  which  I  must  still  defer  to  a  ftiture  conveyance  a 
decision  on  those  points,  which  require  reference  to  my  col- 
leagues in  the  government. 

In  my  correspondence  with  your  Lordship  1  have  hitherto 
avoided  any  remarks  on  the  painful  and  melancholy  progress 
of  disunion  amongst  those  who  were  formerly  most  closely 
connected  and  warmly  attached,  and  for  whom,  in  common 
with  your  Lordship,  I  have  felt  from  the  first  moment  of  my 
public  life,  every  sentiment  of  respect,  attachment,  and  con- 
fidence. 

The  change  which  ha«  recently  taken  place  in  his  Miyesty'a 
councils,  and  the  cordial  and  flattering  declaration  of  your 
own  public  and  private  feelings  with  which  your  Lordship 
has  honoured  me  in  your  letter  marked  "  private  and  confi- 
dential," imposes  upon  me  the  obligation  of  ezphumng 
shortly  to  your  Lordship,  as  &r  as  my  means  of  information 
have  extended,  the  circumstances  which  immediately  led  to 
the  event  in  question. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  trace  the  various  ciuscb  which  at 
first  by  slow  degrees,  and  latterly  by  rapid  strides,  produced 
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BO,  afflicting  a  change  in  the  reciprocal  feelings  of  former 
friends ;  your  Lordship's  seotinieDts  of  attachment  to  them 
all,  will  best  enable  you  to  appreciate  what  those  suffered 
who  bad  a  public  duty  to  perform  in  this  trying  struggle.  It 
b  enough  to  remark,  that  on  the  meeting  of  parliament  after 
the  recess,  the  measures  of  government  were  attacked  on  two 
or  three  questions,  on  which  the  united  force  of  Mr.  Pitt's, 
Mr,  Fox's,  and  Lord  Grenville's  friends,  was  concentered.  In 
the  Commons  the  majority  of  government  was  materially  re- 
duced, whilst  the  cunority  exceeded  200.  In  the  Lords  the 
strength  of  those  who  would  have  divided  agunst  govern- 
ment, on  Lord  Stafford's  motion,  was  even  more  seriously 
formidable,  considering  the  usual  temper  of  this  assembly. 

Under  these  <nrcumBtances  his  Majesty's  nunisters,  dubious 
how  long  they  might  be  enabled  to  retain  a  majority  in  par- 
liament, and  under  a  strong  conviction  that  against  such  a 
combination  of  numbers,  talent  and  connection,  it  was  no 
longer  to  be  expected  that  they  could  continue  to  administer 
the  government  with  that  energy  and  effect  which  the  public 
interests  at  such  a  moment  required,  were  of  opinion  they 
should  best  discharge  their  duty  by  availing  themselves  of 
the  first  occasion  which  the  Kong's  recovery  afforded  them, 
of  advising  his  Majesty  to  form  an  administration,  which 
might  be  likely  to  unite  in  parliament  greater  strength  in 
support  of  bis  government  The  cabinet  assured  the  King 
^at  to  the  formation  of  such  an  administration,  they  were 
desirous  of  giving  every  facility ;  whilst  they  were  ready,  if 
his  Miyesty  met  with  insuperable  difficulties  in  the  formation 
of  such  an  arrangement  as  he  could  reconcile  to  fais  own 
mind,  to  continue  their  best  exertions  in  discharge  of  their 
public  duty. 

This  advice  was  cert^nly  offered  in  the  confident  hope 
that  the  King  would  turn  bis  attention  to  Mr.  Pitt  j  this  ex- 
pectation was  not  disappointed,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor 
was  desired  by  the  King  to  learn  Mr.  Pitt's  sentiments  upon 
the  formation  of  a  new  govenunent.  Mr.  Pitt,  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  empire,  considered  it  as  his  duty 
to  bring  under  the  King's  consideration  the  expediency  of 
forming  an  arrangement,  which  should  embrace  the  leading 
men  of  all  parties  as  best  calculated  to  keep  down  factious 
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dissensions  during  the  war,  and  to  afford  the  King  the  re- 
pose and  tranquillity  so  essential  to  his  health.  It  is  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  offer  any  remarks  upon  the  merits  or  defects 
of  such  a  plan,  whatever  might  have  been  ihe  consequences, 
bad  it  been  carried  into  effect,  it  is  enough  to  know,  that 
Mr.  I^tt  proposed  it,  to  be  assured,  that  in  his  conscientious 
judgment,  it  appeared  to  him  the  best  adapted  under  all  the 
circumstances  to  promote  the  public  service.  In  a  personal 
interview  vrith  the  King  of  three  hours,  he  pressed  the  pro- 
position upon  his  Majesty's  most  serious  attention ;  the  result 
was,  an  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  King  in  the  leading 
men  of  all  parties  (Mr.  Fox  excepted)  being  included. 

Upon  thb  being  made  known,  Mr.  Fox  urged  his  friends 
to  lend  themselves  to  the  arrangement,  this  they  declined, 
unless  he  was  abo  to  hold  office,  and  upon  Lord  Grenrille, 
Lord  Spencer,  and  Mr.  Windham  being  applied  to  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  they  also  refused  to  accept  of  office,  if  Mr.  Fox  was  to 
be  proscribed.  Mr.  Pitt  having  made  every  effort  in  the 
hope  of  disarming  hostility  to  the  King's  government,  cer- 
tainly having  gone  much  greater  lengths  than  was  congenial 
to  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of  a  large  portion  of  the  public 
and  of  many  of  his  best  fnends ;  when  he  was  thus  disap- 
pointed of  the  aid  of  those  whose  services  he  was  anxious  to 
procure  for  the  pubhc,  in  consequence  of  a  decision  on  the 
part  of  the  King  which  it  was  strictly  competent  and  consti- 
tutional for  him  to  form,  did  not  a  moment  hesitate  in  pro- 
ceeding to  submit  to  his  Majesty  the  best  arrangement  for 
the  administration  of  his  affairs,  which  his  means  of  selection 
thus  narrowed  would  afford.  I  transmit  to  your  Lordship 
the  appointments  as  far  as  they  have  hitherto  gone,  and  if 
some  most  distinguished  names  of  Mr.  Pitt's  former  connec- 
tions, not  by  his,  but  by  their  own  act,  are  absent  from  the 
list,  your  Lordship  will  discover  no  presumable  seeds  of  in- 
ternal discord  in  the  cabinet  which  can  thwart  or  Impede  (he 
full  exertnse  of  Mr.  Pitt's  powers.  The  government  will  pro- 
bably have  to  contend  with  a  very  serious  opposition,  coun- 
tenanced by  high  authority,  and  comprehending  great  ability 
and  considerable  strength.  If  Mr.  Pitt's  health  does  not  fail 
him,  it  will,  I  am  confident,  only  rouse  him  to  greater  and 
more  successful  exertions.     It  is  to  be  seriously  lamented 
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that  wounded  feelings  and  other  causea  have  deprived  the 
King  at  this  critical  moment  of  the  united  services  of  all  those 
who  in  the  last  twelve  years  preserved  the  country,  exposed 
as  it  has  been  to  unexampled  dangers,  and  it  is  painful  to 
observe,  Mr.  Addington  and  several  valuable  men  withdrawn 
from  the  King's  service,  we  must,  however,  trust  to  time  for 
bringing  back  feelings  and  sentiments  between  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Addington  to  their  former  state  of  rektion,  and  I  believe 
at  this  moment  it  is  the  only  thing  really  wanting  to  the  King's 
complete  peraonal  satisfaction. 

1  am,  my  dear  Lord, 
with  great  regard, 

yours  most  faithfully, 

Castlerbagh. 


I/itl  ^  the  Cabiwl. 
•Lord  Chaiwellor 

Chuicellor  of  the  Escbeqoer 
*K«sideDt  of  the  Gotmcil 
•PriTySeal 

Secretary  of  State,  Fordgn     . 
*  Do.  Home 

Do.  Colonies  and  Wir 

Admiralty 
'Ordnance 

Chuicellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lukcuter 

Preddent  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
'PreBident  of  the  Board  of  Control 


Lord  Eldon. 
Mr.  Ktt. 

Dnke  of  PortUad. 
Lord  Weatmoreland. 
Lord  HuTowby, 
Lord  Hnwkesbury. 
Lord  Camden. 
Lord  MeWiUe. 
Lord  Chatham. 
Lord  Mulgnve. 
Duke  of  MontroK. 
Lord  Caatlereagh. 


Those  marked  (■)  were  of  the  former  Cabbet. 


No.  CLXVII. 

Lord  CaHlereagk  to  lie  Marqutu  0^elleile]/. 

(Most  Secret.) 

London,  May  19,  1804. 
Mt  dear  Lord,  [Received  orerland,  Oct.  14,  1804.] 

The  Convoy,  which  sailed  about  ten  days  since,  will  have 
carried  to  your  Lordship,  and  to  the  gallant  army  employed 
by  you  in  the  field,  the  thanks  and  acknowledgements  of 
Parliament,  for  the  splendid  and  important  services  which 
have  been  rendered  to  the  country  in  the  late  glorious  cam- 
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paign.  In  the  hope  of  being  able  to  acquaint  yonr  Lordship 
with  the  King's  sentiments  and  deternunation  with  regard  to 
the  individuals  most  conspicuously  engaged  in  this  brilliant 
career  of  victory,  I  delayed  writing  from  day  to  day,  till  the 
ships  hod  actually  sailed,  the  packet  now  under  despatch  will 
probably  outstrip  the  Convoy,  and  thus  liable  me  to  be 
amongst  the  first  to  o£Eer  to  your  Lordship  my  cordial  con- 
gratulations on  the  aeries  of  events,  than  which  none  have 
ever  occurred  in  the  military  history  of  our  country,  more 
proudly  calculated  to  confirm,  and  even  exalt  the  reputation 
and  glory  of  die  British  arms.  The  whole  of  this  campaign 
in  the  conception  of  the  plan,  in  the  preparation  of  the  army 
for  the  field,  in  the  application  of  it  to  the  vulnerable  and  im- 
portant points  of  the  enemy's  territory,  and  above  all  in  the 
conduct  of  the  army  in  the  day  of  battle,  must  ever  be  deemed 
a  chef  d'oeuvre  of  militaty  energy,  foresight,  and  science,  and 
cannot  fail  in  this  age  of  arma,  to  augment,  by  the  confidence 
which  it  is  calculated  to  inspire,  our  security,  not  only  in  the 
East,  but  in  every  quarter  of  the  empire  at  home  and  abroad. 
I  lament  that  the  King's  health  has  not  yet  admitted  of  his 
perusing  the  interesting  details  of  those  services  which  have 
been  performed  by  his  Indian  army ;  no  representation  can 
do  the  same  justice  to  their  merits,  and  it  is  to  his  Majesty's 
personal  conviction  of  the  claim  they  have  on  tiie  gratitude  of 
their  country,  and  the  favour  of  their  sovereign,  that  the  in- 
dividuals would,  I  am  persuaded,  alone  vrish  to  owe  the  re- 
ward which  they  have  so  well  and  so  nobly  earned.  Mliat 
mark  of  favour  the  King  may  ultimately  destine  for  your 
Lordship,  it  is  not  for  me  to  anticipate,  none  can  exceed  the 
&ir  and  just  reward  of  your  distinguished  and  honourable 
claims;  but  I  do  presume,  in  confidence,  to  hope  that  the 
two  UluBtrious  officers,  whose  achievements  have  never  been 
surpassed,  will  on  this  occasion  be  upheld  by  the  most  marked 
and  conclusive  proofs  of  the  estimation  in  which  their  services 
are  held.  As  this  point  yet  remains  unsettled,  in  expressing 
my  own  wishes  and  expectations,  your  liordship  will,  I  am 
persuaded,  be  sensible  of  the  propriety  of  their  being  for  the 
present  confined  to  your  own  breast,  but  I  fairly  own  I  should 
feel  that  nothing  short  of  the  honors  which  were  conferred  on 
General  Hutchinson,  after  the  campugn  in  Egypt,  can  in  any 
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degree  discliarge  the  debt  of  gratitude  which  we  owe  to 
General  Lake;  and  that  your  brother's  services,  equal  in 
every  respect  to  those  of  the  Commander-in-chief,  demand, 
in  addition  to  every  future  mark  of  favour  and  confidence  in 
his  profession,  the  immediate  tribute  of  an  extra  red  ribbon. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  series  of  despatches  by  the  Belle 
and  Waller,  the  long  intemiptioa  of  which  had  certunly  been 
productive  of  considerable  anxiety  and  embarrassment  to  the 
government  at  home,  it  was  a  subject  of  some  difficulty  to 
determine  at  what  period  of  time  the  notice  of  parliament 
could  with  most  propriety  be  called  to  this  subject.  To  post- 
pone the  tribute  of  applause  which  was  due  to  the  army,  till 
the  political  part  of  the  transaction  could  be  canvassed,  was 
in  appearance  too  cold  a  return  for  such  unexampled  services. 
To  mix  the  civil  with  the  military  merits  of  the  question  was 
impossible,  after  the  claim  for  information  as  to  the  origin  of 
the  war  had  been  so  formally  made,  and  yet  to  pass  your 
Lordship's  services  by,  confining  the  vote  singly  to  the  army, 
was  what  I  could  by  no  means  reconcile  to  my  own  sense  of 
duty.  I  trust  the  line  pursued  waa  under  all  the  circuin- 
stances  the  most  correct,  and  I  am  the  more  persuaded  of 
this  from  perceiving,  (owing  to  the  voliuninous  body  of  in- 
formation which  is  preparing  for  Parliament,  and  the  time 
which  must  elapse  before  this  can  be  printed),  that  there  re- 
mains very  little  chance  of  any  proceeding  being  had  upon  it 
in  the  course  of  the  present  session,  which  it  is  hoped  may  be 
closed  before  the  end  of  June. 

With  the  exception  of  Mr.  Francis,  as  yet,  there  appears 
no  eagerness  in  parliament  to  take  up  the  subject  hostilely ; 
in  caUing  for  the  information,  Mr.  Francis  desired  to  be  un- 
derstood as  not  pledged  to  bring  forward  any  motion,  bis 
ulterior  determination  necessarily  depending  upon  a  consi- 
deration of  the  documents  to  be  laid  before  the  house.  The 
disposition  which  might  naturally  exist  in  the  members  of  the 
old  opposition  may  possibly  be  considerably  corrected  by 
those  with  whom  at  present  they  seem  in  the  habit  of  acting, 
and  although  the  course  of  measures  connected  with  the  war 
will  possibly  undergo,  as  I  know  it  is  your  Lordship's  earnest 
wish  they  should,  a  full  investigation  in  parUament,  I  do  not 
apprehend  that  the  discussion  will  be  conducted  with  either 
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acrinKHiy  or  iUiberality.     I  shall  reaerre,  for  a  separate  letter, 
whatever  observations  I  shall  think  it  necessary  at  present  to 
trouble  your  Lordship  with  on  Mahratta  affairs, 
1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

my  dear  Lord, 
with  great  regard,  yours  most  feithfiiUy, 
Castlersaoh. 


No.  CLXVm. 

Lord  Cattlereagh  to  the  Afargueit  ffeUetieg. 
(Moat  Secret) 

LondoD,  May  21,  1804. 
My  dear  Lord,  [Recdred  oTerltuil,  Oct.  14,  )604.] 

Since  I  closed  my  despatch  to  your  Lordship  marked 
*'Mo8t  Secret,  No,  21."  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
versing generally  with  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  late  transactions  in 
India,  and  particularly  on  the  brilliant  services  of  the  army, 
which  I  felt  to  be  the  most  pressing  for  an  early  consideration, 
as  I  should  have  been  unwilling  to  send  off  my  letters  without 
having  it  in  my  power  to  convey  to  you  his  sentiments  upon 
this  part  of  the  subject,  and  to  apprize  you  of  the  distinctions 
which  he  is  disposed  to  advise  his  Majesty  to  confer  on  the 
officers  who  have  had  the  prominent  share  of  glory  in  con* 
ducting  the  two  principal  armies  to  victory. 

The  personal  interest  with  which  Mr.  Pitt  is  disposed  to 
view  every  transaction  in  which  your  Lordship's  honour  is.  so 
largely  mixed,  in  addition  to  the  ardour  he  always  feels  to 
encourage  and  reward  distinguished  and  meritorious  public 
services,  induced  him  at  once  to  adopt  with  cordiality  the 
propositions  suggested  in  my  former  letter,  and  I  am  autho- 
rized in  cot^dence,  to  assure  your  Lordship,  that  Mr.  Pitt 
wiU  take  an  early  opportunity  of  recommending  to  the  King 
to  confer  on  General  Lake  the  same  mark  of  his  royal  favour, 
which  was  given  to  General  Hutchinson  at  the  close  of  the 
Egyptian  campugn,  namely :  the  raising  him  to  the  peerage, 
accompanied  by  an  annuity  of  similar  amount  attached  to  the 
title,  and  that  he  will.at  the  same  time  request  his  Majesty  to 
bestow  upon  Major-General  Wellesley  the  Order  of  the  Bath. 
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Although  I  am  permitted  to  conrey  this  assurance  in  the 
fuDest  manner  to  your  Lordship,  yet  I  am  persuaded  you  will 
feel,  that  until  I  am  enabled  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  King's 
pleasure  baa  been  actually  taken  upon  this  subject,  Mr.  Pitt's 
intention  should  not  transpire. 

In  considering  what  was  due  to  others  your  Lordship's 
strong  claims  upon  the  King's  favour  did  not  escape  Mr. 
Pitt's  notice ;  he  conceived  however,  whatever  distinction  the 
King  might  be  graciously  disposed  ultimately  to  confer  upon 
your  Lordship,  that  such  mark  of  his  Miyesty's  approbation 
would  be  bestowed  in  a  manner  more  honourable  to  your 
character,  and  at  a  moment  more  consonant  to  your  Lord- 
ship's feelings,  at  the  winding  up  of  the  important  transaction 
in  which  you  are  now  engaged,  than  while  it  is  yet  depending. 
Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord, 

With  great  truth  and  regard, 
Yours  most  fiuthfidly, 

Castlereaqh. 


Lord  dutlereagh  to  the  Marqaeu  fFelletley. 

(PriTate.) 

LoDdon,  Ma;  24,  1804. 
My  dear  Lord,  [Received  Oct.  14,  1804.] 

The  interest  you  take  in  everything  that  concerns  the  feel- 
ings and  character  of  those  who  have  honourably  and  cordi- 
ally assisted  you  in  the  discharge  of  your  public  duties,  will 
make  it  gratefiil  to  your  mind  to  be  informed,  that  my  Lord 
Clive  immediately  on  his  return  to  Europe,  has  received  a 
marked  proof  of  the  King's  favour  and  approbation  of  his 
public  services,  by  bis  Lordship  being  rdsed  to  the  dignity 
of  an  earldom. 

Having  always  entertained  great  respect  for  Lord  Clive's 
zeal,  honour,  and  upright  intentions,  it  was  extremely  painful 
to  me  to  find  myself  under  the  necessity  of  concurring  in  an 
official  disapprobation  of  sentiments  expressed  by  his  Lord- 
ship in  one  of  his  late  minutes,  which  appeared  to  me  irre- 
concileable  with  his  then  relation  to  the  Government  at  home. 

VOL.  III.  8  p 
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I  have  not  been  the  less  anxioiiB  on  Uiat  account,  by  evefy 
representation  in  my  power,  and  the  strongest  testimonies  to 
the  eminently  successful  tenor  of  Lord  Clive's  administratkni, 
to  contribute  to  hii  Lordship's  receiving  snob  a  mark  of  the 
King's  fkvour  as  I  deemed  to  be  justly  due  to  his  Lordslup's 
futhfii),  and  honourable  exertions  in  Ihe  service  of  his 
country. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  regard,  niy  dear  Lord, 
Yours  most  faithfully, 

Castlbreaqh. 


lard  Catnden  to  the  ilarqueu  Welletleg, 
Mt  Lord,  Coloni*!  Office,  Downbg  Street,  Avg.  30,  1804. 

Your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  SSth  of  December  1803,  lias 
been  laid  before  the  King. 

The  brilliant  and  decisive  success  that  has  attended  the 
progress  of  the  armies,  which  have  been  employed  in  the 
East  Indies  under  the  command  of  General  Lske  and  Major- 
General  WeUesley,  is  justly  appreciated  by  his  Majesty,  and 
I  have  in  consequence  received  his  Majesty's  commands  to 
inform  your  Lordship,  that  in  consideration  of  the  meritorious 
services,  and  gallant  conduct  of  General  Lake,  his  Migesty 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  create  hidi  a  Peer  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  England  and  Ireland ;  and  that  in  con- 
sideration  also  of  the  eminent  and  brilliant  services  of  Major- 
General  WeUelesy,  his  Majesty  has  been  gradously  pleased 
to  direct  that  the  insignia  of  the  most  honourable  Order  of 
the  Bath  should  be  transmitted  to  that  officer ;  and,  that  he 
may  innnediately  evince  his  sense  of  Major-Geoerid  Welles- 
ley's  merits  and  services,  his  Majesty  has  further  directed 
that  he  shall  he  created  an  extra  Knight  Companion  of  that 
order,  and  that  his  creation  and  investiture  shall  not  wait  for 
a  succession  to  a  regular  vacancy  therein. 

In  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  his  Majesty's  gracious 
approbation  of  the  services  of  General  L^e  and  Major- 
(Jeneral  Wellealey,  and  in  acquainting  you  that  his  Majesty 
has  been  pteaaed  to  bestow  thosb  marks  of  his  royal  favour 
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upon  the  respective  CommitDders  of  those  annieB  which  have 
80  much  dutiDgiUBhed  themaelTeB,  it  ib  my  duty  to  state 
to  your  Lordship,  at  the  aame  time,  the  very  high  eense 
which  his  Majesty  entertains  of  the  able  and  usefol  co-opera- 
tion  afforded  by  Lientenant-General  Sttuurt  in  the  arrange 
ments  necessary  for  carrying  into  execution  the  plans  so 
judicioQsly  formed  by  yonr  Lordship  for  the  operations  of 
the  last  campaign;  and  I  am  commanded  to  inform  your 
Lordship  of  his  Majesty's  entire  approbation  of  that  officer's 
conduct,  and  that  is  the  intention  of  hia  Majesty's  ministers 
to  recommend  to  his  Majesty  to  bestow  some  mark  of  his 
royal  favour  on  that  flaeritorious  officcz  when  be  returns  to 
Europe. 

Your  Ijordship  has  received  by  a  former  conveyance,  the 
information  of  the  disdnguished  manner  in  which  h^  Majesty 
considers  the  enterprise,  seal,  spirit,  and  good  conduct  of  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  employed 
under  the  respective  orders  of  General  Lake  and  Major- 
General  Wellesley ;  I  cannot  however,  close  this  despatch 
without  repeating  his  Majesty's  gracious  approba^n  and 
admiration  of  that  conduct,  which  has  contributed  so  esseo- 
tially  to  the  happy  and  glorious  termination  of  the  late  war 
in  India. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  n^  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's 

Most  obedient  and  bumble  servant, 
Caudih. 


Addrtt*  ^  the  fnhaiUtinO  0/  CaUutta  to  iit  EacgUency  lit  moH  mAh 
Richard  Atargmtm  WeUnkg,  K.  P.  and  Goeenur  General  und  CajUmn 
General,  SfV.^. 

Mat  it  plb&sb  tour  Ezcbllknct, 

We,  the  British  inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  beg  leave  to  offer 
to  yonr  Excellency  our  uncere  and  heartfelt  congratulations 
on  the  happy  restoration  of  peace  to  the  continent  of  India ; 
and  OD  the  important  national  advantages  acquired,  under 
your  Excellency's  guidance,  by  the  brilliant  success  of  our 
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At  a  moment,  when  the  renewal  of  war  in  Europe  was 
justly  apprehended,  the  menacing  attitude  of  the  armies 
assembled  by  the  Mahratta  chieftains  of  Malwa  and  Berar, 
and  the  uncontroled  authority  exercised  by  French  adven- 
turers over  the  disciplined  troops  of  Scindiah,  could  not  have 
been  viewed  without  anxiety.  But  we  were  scarcely  sensible 
of  insecurity  to  the  public  peace  when  the  vigour  of  your 
Excellency's  measures  dispelled  every  alarm,  and  all  appre- 
hension was  lost  in  sentiments  of  admiration  at  the  provident 
wisdom  with  which  the  danger  had  been  foreseen,  and  the 
promptitude  with  which  it  was  encountered. 

The  previous  distinguished  events  of  your  Excellency's 
administration  had  prepared  the  way  for  the  signal  successes, 
which  we  have  recently  witnessed.  The  conquest  of  Seringa- 
patam,  the  restoration  of  the  rightful  sovereign  of  Mysore, 
the  dissolution  of  the  French  party  at  the  Court  of  the  Nizam, 
and  the  peaceful  succession  of  bis  son  to  the  government  of 
his  father's  dominions,  insured  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
two  powers  attached  to  the  British  Government  by  the  firmest 
ties  of  interest  and  gratitude ;  while  the  re-establishment  of 
the  Peisfawa'e  legitimate  authority  at  Poonah,  has  contributed 
in  its  turn,  to  the  support  of  the  alliance  by  which  it  was 
effected. 

The  result  has  been  answerable  to  the  energy  with  which 
your  Excellency  has  employed  the  power  and  resources  of 
the  British  Government  and  of  its  dlies.  Within  the  short 
space  of  five  months,  and  chiefly  in  a  season  hitherto  reputed 
incompatible  with  military  operations,  we  have  seen  two  of 
the  most  formidable  amoDg  the  Mahratta  states  reduced,  by  an 
unexampled  succession  of  the  most  splendid  victories,  to  an 
unconditional  dependance  on  British  generosity:  their  nume- 
rous troops  dispersed;  their  most  important  fortresses  cap- 
tured; and  their  most  valuable  dominions  subdued. 

Our  own  provinces,  and  the  possessions  of  our  allies,  have 
at  the  same  time  displayed  the  most  striking  contrast  of  tran- 
quillity. Their  inhabitants,  ahnost  unconscious  of  external 
war,  have  enjoyed  in  security  the  reward  of  prosperous 
industry ;  and  the  confidence,  reposed  by  all  ranks  in  the 
faith  and  stability  of  the  British  Government,  has  been  une- 
quivocally demonstrated  by  the  unprecedented  state  of  public 
credit,  higher  at  the  moment  of  renewed  war  with  France, 
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and  during  the  arduous  contest  now  happily  terminated  in 
India,  than  in  the  most  flourishing  period  of  profound  peace. 

We  cannot  deny  ourselTea  the  pleasure  of  acknowledging 
with  grateful  pride,  the  conspicuous  manner  in  which  the 
national  character  for  clemency  and  humanity  has  been 
upheld  by  the  strict  regularity  of  our  troops,  who,  in  their 
march  through  hostile  territories,  have  been  welcomed  and 
assisted  as  benefactors  and  deliverers.  Nor  can  we  suppress 
the  emotions  of  exultation,  with  which  we  have  seen  the 
venerable  representative  of  the  house  of  Timur,  rescued  from 
the  oppression  of  a  French  faction,  and  received  under  the 
protection  of  the  British  Government. 

The  tribute  of  our  applause  is  due  to  the  gallant  conduct 
of  the  armies  whose  achievements  have  advanced  the  honour 
of  the  British  name  in  India.  Watching  their  progress  with 
unceasing  interest,  we  have  admired  in  our  heroic  Commander- 
in-Chief  General  Lake,  the  rarest  union  of  zeal  and  intre- 
pidity, with  profound  skill  and  considerate  humanity.  Id 
another  quarter,  the  honourable  Major-General  Wellesley 
has  nobly  emulated  that  illustrious  example  ;  and  the  memo- 
rable days  of  Assye  and  Argaum  will  be  placed,  with  the 
signal  victories  of  Delhi  and  Laswaree,  among  the  furest 
monuments  of  national  glory.  Our  brave  armies  will  ever 
esteem  it  their  highest  praise,  that  by  their  valour,  discipline, 
exemplary  order,  contempt  of  danger,  and  endurance  of  hard- 
ships, they  have  shewn  ^emselves  actuated  by  the  spirit  of 
their  Generals,  and^  equal  to  the  arduous  and  honourable 
efforts  to  which  they  were  called  by  the  vigour  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's councils. 

The  exertions  of  your  Excellency  in  the  conduct  of  the 
war  have  been  crowned  by  its  propitious  termination ;  and 
the  British  power  in  India  has  been  raised  to  the  proudest 
pre-eminence.  By  this  auspicious  conclusion  of  a  rapid  and 
glorious  war,  we  see  the  enemies  of  the  British  empire  hum- 
bled; the  French  influence  annihilated ;  our  allies  encouraged ;  ■ 
our  resources  enlarged  and  solidly  established ;  and  the 
British  dominions  in  India  rendered  at  once  more  secure 
of  enjojnng  the  advantages  of  peace  and  more  capable  of 
repelling  the  dangers  of  war.  Contemplating  these  splendid 
and  substantial  benefits,  we  should  do  violence  to  our  feelings, 
did  we  not  tender  this  testimony  of  our  respect  and  gratitude 
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for  the  emmeid  virtues  and  exalted  talents  eurted  by  your 
Ezoelleacy,  f<»  the  safety  and  proeperity  of  this  valuaUe 
portion  of  the  British  empire. 

Signed  l^  aD  the  British  InhabitantSi 

Catcutla,  21W  Febmarp,  1804. 


ne/allomng  Betolvthn*  were  ummimoudy  adeptedal  the  Mee&ng  at  tMdk 
tke/oregMitg  Addreu  imu  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  a  marble  statue  of  his  Excellency  Uarquess 
Wellesky  be  erected  at  Calcutta,  as  a  lasting  memorial  of  the 
sense  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  settlement  entertain  of  his 
pubbc  services. 

B«solved,  That  a  sword  of  the  value  of  £1,600  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Excellency  General  Lake,  in  the  nane  of  the 
British  inhabitants  of  this  settlement,  as  a  testimony  of  the 
sense  which  they  entertain  of  the  services  rendered  by  his 
Elzcellency  to  the  East  India  Company  and  his  country. 

Besolved,  That  his  Excellency  tbe  most  noble  the  Gover- 
nor-General be  respectftiUy  solicited  to  communicate  to  his 
Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  the  desire  of  the  British 
inhabitants  of  this  settlement,  expressed  in  the  preceding 
resolution. 

Resolved,  That  a  sword  of  the  value  of  £1)000  be  presented 
to  the  honourable  Major-Oeneral  Wellesley  in  the  name  of 
the  British  inhabitants  of  this  settlement,  as  a  testimony  of 
the  sense  which  they  entertain  of  the  services  rendered  by 
him  to  the  East  India  Company  and  his  country. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  most  noble  the  Govern 
nor'-General  be  respectfully  solicited  to  communicste  to  the 
honourable  Major-General  WeDesley  the  desire  of  the  British 
inhabitants  of  this  settlement,  expressed  in  the  preceding 
resolution. 


G^venutr.GeneraPt  Replj/. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor-General  was  pleased  to  return 
the  following  answer  to  the  address : 
Gentlemen, 

The  regularity,  order,  »aA  deliberation  with  wluch  the 
proceedings  of  your  pubbc  meeting  have  been  conducted,  are 
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eonfomuhle  to  the  respectable  character  of  this  great  settle- 
nent,  and  to  the  raagnihide  and  importaoce  of  this  happy 
occasion.  The '  sentiinents  expressed  in  your  address,  are 
derived  from  an  attentiTe  obeerration  of  the  events  which 
preceded  the  commencing  of  hostilitieB  on  the  continent  of 
bdia,  and  from  a  correct  knowled^  of  the  principles  which 
constitute  the  basis  of  the  general  pacification.  You  have 
considered  the  glory  of  our  victtmes,  and  the  genuine  lustre 
of  our  ultimate  triumph  to  be  inseparably  blended  with  the 
original  justice  of  our  cause,  and  with  the  moderation  and 
demency  ezerdsed  in  the  hour  of  conquest.  Satisfied  that  the 
public  safety,  and  the  national  honour  required  an  appeal  to 
the  sword,  you  have  manifested  a  due  sense  of  the  national 
advantages  obtained  by  the  briUiant  success  of  the  war,  and 
confirmed  by  the  equitable  conditions  of  the  peace. 

In  this  course  of  proceeding,  I  recognize  with  satisfaction 
and  pride,  the  public  spirit  of  British  subjects.  To  conmience 
OT  to  continue  war  for  purposes  of  aggrandizement,  for  the 
extension  of  dominion  or  power,  for  the  gratification  of  pride, 
vanity,  hatred,  or  irregular  passion,  is  a  epedes  of  policy, 
which  no  success  can  sanction,  and  which  every  Briti^ 
subject  must  abhor.  Your  birth,  your  education,  your  attach- 
ment to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  our  country  preclude 
your  admiration  of  any  system  of  public  measures,  however 
adorned  by  success,  which  is  not  founded  in  the  sacred 
maxims  of  justice,  homanity  and  honour.  I  therefore  deem 
it  to  be  a  circumstance  highly  creditable  to  the  character  of 
this  settlement,  and  of  my  administration,  that  I  should  have 
received  from  you  this  unsoUcited,  deliberate,  and  public  tes- 
timony of  your  sincere  and  zealous  concurrence  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  British  pohcy,  which  have  regulated  my  conduct 
from  the  origin  to  the  close  of  the  late  memorable  war.  In 
the  mcHnent  of  alarm  and  danger,  my  duty  required  me  to  repel 
the  menaces,  insults,  and  power  of  the  enemy  by  the  most 
active  use  of  our  nulitary  force.  In  the  full  career  of  victory, 
and  with  the  most  splendid  prospects  of  unlimited  success, 
the  same  duty  forbad  me  to  prosecute  hostilities  to  the  ex- 
tranity  of  vengeance,  or  to  urge  the  faU  of  a  vanquished 
enemy  beyond  the  just  limits  of  national  security,  and  public 
faith.  With  these  sentiments  I  accept  this  address,  not  only 
as  a  valuable  mark  of  your  personal  regard,  and  an  unequi- 


Digitized  by  Google 


584  ADDRBSSBS 

Tocal  proof  of  your  honourable  attachment  to  the  intereats  of 
the  public  service,  bnt  as  a  solemn  pledge  of  your  unanimom 
determination  to  maintain  in  this  distinguished  settlement, 
that  ardent  and  active  zeal  for  the  glory  of  our  country  in 
Thich  consieta  the  vital  principle  of  the  Britiah  empire,  the 
source  and  support  of  our  national  fame  and  power,  the 
origin  of  our  triumphs  abroad,  the  strength  of  our  securi^ 
at  home,  and  the  main  bulwark  of  our  defence  in  every  quar^ 
ter  of  the  globe. 

During  the  crbis  which  preceded  the  war  I  should  have 
viewed  the  situation  of  these  possessions  with  anxiety,  if  I 
bad  not  been  supported  by  a  firm  confidence,  that  the  spirit 
which  you  have  displayed  on  this  occasion,  animated  the 
counsels  of  this  government  and  those  of  the  governments  of 
Fort  Ht.  George  and  Bombay ;  and  that  an  equal  zeal  pre- 
vailed amongst  the  generals,  officers  and  troops  chained  with 
the  execution  of  my  orders. 

With  united  counsels,  with  an  unrivalled  army,  with  flou- 
rishing resources,  with  powerful  alliances,  and  with  a  just 
cause,  I  was  enabled  to  encounter  and  to  surmount  the  diffi- 
culties which  surrounded  me,  and  to  witness  the  rapid  and 
complete  efiect  of  our  military  operations  on  every  point  of 
the  enemy's  strength.  The  vast  extent,  compUcated  system, 
and  matchless  success  of  the  campaigns  in  Hindostan  and  the 
Deccan,  cannot  be  contemplated  without  emotions  of  grati- 
tude and  admiration.  The  execution  of  the  plans,  which  it 
was  my  duty  to  form,  corresponded  with  the  renown  of  an 
army,  accustomed  to  victory,  inured  to  fatigue  and  danger, 
attached  to  the  just  principles  of  discipline  and  order,  ani- 
mated by  the  memory  of  former  triumphs,  and  commanded 
by  generals  who  possess  every  qualification  requisite  to  in- 
spire confidence,  to  excite  enterprize,  and  to  ensure  success. 

Peace  is  the  fdrest  fruit  of  victory,  t^e  brightest  ornament 
of  mihtary  triumph,  and  the  highest  reward  of  successful 
valour.  The  peace,  which  has  been  concluded,  comprehends 
every  object  of  the  war,  with  every  practicable  security  for 
the  continuance  of  tranquillity.  The  object  of  the  war  was 
not  to  accomplish  inordinate  projects  of  extravagant  conquest; 
not  to  subvert  ancient  and  revered  authorities ;  not  to  deso- 
late flourishing  provinces ;  not  to  plunder  private  property; 
nor  to  disturb  the  civil  and  reUgious  institutions  of  contigu- 
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ous  states ;  nor  to  ruse  commodon  in  the  bosom  of  establish- 
ed goTemments ;  nor  to  excite  discord  among  powers  con- 
nected hy  the  refationa  of  amity  and  peace.  The  object  of 
the  war  was,  to  vindicate  and  to  secure  the  just  and  legitimate 
rights,  interests,  and  honour  of  the  British  government  and 
of  its  allies  against  usurpation,  violence,  and  rapine.  The 
restoration  of  the  legitimate  authority  of  our  ally  the  Peiahwa 
at  Poonah,  the  establishment  of  our  ally  the  Soubahdar  of 
the  Deccan  in  his  hereditary  rights  and  dominioDS  at  Hyder- 
abad,  and  the  deUverance  of  the  unfortunate  and  venerable 
emperor  Sbah  Aulum  from  the  hands  of  the  Mabrattas  and 
French  at  Delhi,  were  the  earUest  effects  of  the  success  of 
our  military  operations.  During  the  progress  of  our  arms, 
every  endeavour  was  employed  to  mitigate  the  horrors  of  war, 
even  in  the  midst  of  faostiUties,  and  to  extend  security  and 
protection  to  the  utmost  limits  compatible  with  the  safety  of 
our  armies  in  the  field. 

In  the  termination  of  hostilities,  my  solicitude  has  been 
directed  to  the  important  purpose  of  effecting  a  general  paci- 
fication of  India  on  principles  of  reciprocal  justice  and  mo' 
deration.  The  power,  reputation  and  dignity  of  the  British 
empire  in  India,  will  derive  additional  security  and  lustre 
from  the  establishment  of  peace  and  good  order  among  the 
native  states.  In  the  decline  of  intrinsic  strength,  inferior 
states  may  perhaps  have  gained  a  temporary  safety  by  fo- 
menting the  discord  of  contiguous  powers.  In  any  extremity 
such  a  policy  is  unwarrantable  and  disgraceful ;  nor  can  per- 
manent repose  be  secured  upon  such  precarious  foundations. 
In  the  actual  condition  of  this  empire,  I  am  happy  to  declare, 
that  the  concord  of  the  established  native  states,  the  inde- 
pendence of  their  separate  authorities,  the  internal  peace  of 
their  respective  donunions,  and  the  tranquillity  and  happiness 
of  their  respective  subjects  will  tend  to  confirm  and  to  fortify 
the  power  and  resources  of  the  British  government,  and  must 
constitute  the  most  desirable  objects  of  British  policy  in 
India. 

In  pursuance  of  these  principles,  the  treaties  of  peace  pro- 
vide the  means,  not  only  of  enlarging  and  consolidating  the 
resources  and  power  of  our  allies,  but  of  guarding  the  less 
powerful  neutral  states  from  oppression ;  of  placing  the  illus- 
trious house  of  Timur  in  a  condition  of  competent  affluence. 
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dignity,  and  hoaeunble  repose,  and  erra  of  ftdmiUiiig  oar 
Tanquished  eoonies  to  the  benefits  of  a  general  defensiTe 
aUiance,  calculated  to  secure  them  in  the  independent  exer- 
cise of  their  actual  li^ts,  and  in  the  luiCMitroUed  govent- 
ment  of  their  present  dominions ;  to  exclude  usurpation,  snd 
to  limit  the  several  powers  of  Hindostan  and  the  Deccan  to 
the  undisturbed  cultivation  of  their  separate  resources,  vitlun 
the  boundaries  of  tfaeir  respective  possessions.  I  trust  that 
tlie  result  of  this  system  viU  prove  equally  advantageous  to 
oar  interests  and  to  our  honour. 

The  foundations  of  our  empire  in  Asia  are  now  laid  in  the 
tranquillity  of  surrounding  nations,  and  in  the  happiness  uai 
wel&re  of  the  people  of  India.  In  addition  to  the  augmenta- 
tion of  our  territories  and  resources,  the  x>eace  has  numifeated 
exemplary  fiuth  and  equity  towards  our  aUies,  moderation 
and  lenity  towards  our  enemies,  and  a  sincere  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  general  prosperity  of  this  quarter  of  the  globe.  The 
positicm  in  which  we  are  now  placed  is  suited  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  British  nation,  to  the  principles  of  our  laws,  to  the 
spirit  of  our  constitution,  and  to  the  Uberal  and  comprehen- 
uve  policy,  which  becomes  the  dignity  of  a  great  and  power- 
ful empire. 

My  public  duty  is  discharged  to  the  satis&ction  of  my  con- 
science by  the  prosperous  establishment  of  a  system  of  policy, 
which  promises  to  improve  the  general  condition  of  die  peo- 
ple of  India,  and  to  unite  the  principal  native  states  in  the 
bond  of  peace,  under  the  protection  of  the  British  power. 
Wbllbslbt. 


No.  CLXXn. 

Tie  Kfht  Hon.  Lord  fFm.  Benlinek,  Governor  o/Madra*,  to  theMo^ 
Noble  the  Marqueu  WeU^ey,  K.  P.,  ^r.  ^.  ^. 

Mr  LosD,  Fort  St.  George,  May  Snd,  1804. 

I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency,  by 
Major-General  Dowdeswell,  the  address  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  settlement  upon  the  splendid  termination  of  the  Mah- 
ratta  war. 

I  feel  it  to  be  almost  superfluoua  to  express  my  entire 
concurrence  in  the  sentiments  of  that  meeting.    As  an  E^- 
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lishman,  I  must  adnire  and  be  grateM  to  the  man  ^o  hai 
raised  my  country  to  so  high  a  pitch  of  prosperity  and  glory. 

Extending,  however,  the  view  beycmd  the  immediate  pro»< 
pect  of  our  own  national  advantages,  it  is  most  pleasing  to 
reflect  that  the  result  of  this  war  affords  a  hope  of  eqnal 
benefit  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people  whose  rulers  have 
been  coopered. 

If  the  axutals  of  Indian  history  are  retraced,  uid  more  par> 
ticularly  the  events  of  later  years,  it  will  be  fotmd  that  this 
'  vast  peninsula  has  presented  one  constant  scene  of  anarchy 
and  misery.  Constant  revdutions,  without  even  a  professed 
legitimate  object,  have  succeeded  each  other.  Wars  of  great 
and  pet^  chieftwna,  unwarranted  in  their  origin  and  unprin> 
dpled  in  their  conduct,  for  the  ade  object  of  robbery  and 
plunder,  have  depopulated  and  laid  waate  the  general  &ce  of 
this  unhappy  country.  Justice,  order,  consideration  of  public 
and  private  rights,  nowhere  appear  in  relief  of  this  melan- 
choly picture. 

Happily  a  period  has  arrived  to  these  barbarous  excesses. 
For  the  first  time,  the  blessings  of  universal  tranquillity  may 
be  expected.    That  system  of  policy  which  could  embrace 
the  whole  of  India,  which  could  ciNnprehend  in  one  bond  of 
mutual  defence  and  reciprocal  forbearance  the  predatory 
chiefs  of  this  great  empire,  deserves  the  admiration  of  all  the 
civilized  world.     That  system,  one  of  the  noblest  efforts  of 
the  wisdom  and  patriodsm  of  a  sutgect,  which  has  founded 
British  greatness  upon  Indian  happiness,  demands,  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  the  thanks  and  applause  of  his  country. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
my  Ijord, 
your  Lordship's  most  obedient  and  fiutbiul  servant, 

W.  BSNTINCK. 


A^t»t  <if  the  InhiMtantt  ^  Madrat  to  the  Mott  N06U  Bichard  Slarqueu 
fFeile^ejf,  K.P.,  Gmtenor-Geaeral  and  C<^)tain-Generat,  t^.  Sfc. 

Mat  it  please  your  Excellency, 

We  the  undersigned  British  itdiabitants  of  the  settlement 
of  Madras,  impressed  with  a  just  sense  of  the  signal  benefits 
which  have  resulted  from  the  brilliant  success  of  the  late  war 
against  the  confederated  powers  of  the  Mahratta  empire. 
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Dowlut  Rao  Sdndiali  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  from  the 
glorious  tennination  of  that  contest,  have  the  honour  to  ap- 
proach your  Excellency  with  our  unfeigned  congratulations 
on  events  which  have  raised  the  splendour  and  renown  of  the 
British  arms  and  achievements  to  a  pitch  of  unrivalled  pre- 
eminence and  grandeur. 

At  an  early  period  of  your  Excellency's  administration  over 
the  affairs  of  India,  the  inhabitants  of  this  settlement  were 
called  upon  by  the  sense  which  was  impressed  upon  the 
minds  of  all,  by  the  wisdom,  energy,  and  success  manifested 
in  the  measures  which  led  to  the  subjugation  of  the  French 
faction  in  the  Deccan,  and  to  the  memorable  conquest  of 
Mysore,  to  convey  the  tribute  of  their  congratulations  on  the 
distinguished  events  which  marked  the  commencement  of 
your  Excellency's  government. 

When  your  Excellency  assumed  the  supreme  authority  of 
India,  we  saw  the  territories  of  the  British  nation  surrounded 
and  menaced  by  formidable  enemies,  and  her  interests  sup- 
ported by  precarious  and  doubtful  alliances ;  but  in  the  con- 
trast of  the  present  posture  of  afifairs  with  the  past,  the  con- 
templation of  the  change  must  fill  every  British  heart  with 
sentiments  of  elevation  and  thankfulness.  In  the  course  of 
six  eventful  years,  we  have  seen  the  conquest  of  Mysore 
achieved ;  our  powerM  and  inveterate  enemy,  the  Sultan  of 
Mysore,  who  staked  the  fate  of  his  empire  in  seeking  the 
destruction  of  the  British  power,  vanquished,  and  the  legiti- 
mate prince,  now  our  nearest  ally,  raised  to  the  throne  of  the 
usurper:  we  have  seen  the  power  of  the  ancient  house  of 
Nizam  Ally,  which  tottered  to  its  fall,  restored  in  security, 
under  the  influence  of  your  Excellency's  measures,  and  the 
son  succeed  in  peace  to  his  father's  possessions :  we  have 
seen  the  lawful  representative  of  the  Mahratta  states  com- 
pelled by  the  feudatories  of  the  empire  to  fly  for  safety  under 
the  protection  of  the  British  government,  obtain  the  protec- 
tion which  he  sought,  and  restored  to  the  Musnud  of  his  an- 
cestors ;  and  we  have  beheld  the  powerful  forces  with  which 
your  Excellency  was  called  upon  to  contend  in  support  of 
the  measure,  humbled  and  subdued,  after  a  series  of  triumphs 
unexampled  in  the  annals  of  history. 

The  confidence  which  we  had  been  accustomed  to  repose 
in  the  conduct  of  your  Excellency's  measures,  Itad  averted 
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much  of  the  anxiety  which  might  have  been  entertained  at 
the  prospect  of  engaging  in  hoetilities  vith  the  combined 
armies  of  the  Mahratta  empire ;  but  unlimited  as  was  our 
confidence  in  the  wisdom,  foresight,  and  energy  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's councils,  the  auspicious  conclusion  of  that  war  has 
surpassed  the  hope  that  could  have  been  indulged  in  the 
most  sanguine  mind;  and  when  it  can  scarcely  have  been 
known  in  Europe  that  the  British  armies  had  been  compelled 
to  engage  in  hostile  operations,  victory  and  peace  have  fol- 
lowed a  series  of  events  of  which  the  brilliancies  can  alone  be 
equalled  by  the  rapidity  of  their  succession. 

While  we  admire  the  wisdom  and  vigour  of  your  Excel- 
lency's counsels  in  foreseeing  the  threatening  danger,  and  in 
seizing  the  critical  moment  of  action ;  while  we  admire,  with 
sentiments  which  must  endear  their  names  to  every  Briton, 
those  distinguished  generals  who  led  forth  our  armies  to  vic- 
tory in  Hindoatan  and  the  Deccan,  and  the  discipline,  perse- 
verance, and  valour  of  the  o£Scers  and  troops,  who  have, 
under  your  Excellency's  auspices,  performed  deeds  which  in 
heroism  and  glory  cannot  be  surpassed,  we  beg  to  assure 
your  Excellency  that  we  are  not  less  impressed  with  senti- 
ments of  admiration  at  the  signal  example  of  forbearance  and 
moderation  which  your  Excellency  has  manifested  to  the 
world  in  stopping  the  career  of  victory,  at  the  moment  when 
the  power  of  our  adversaries  was  threatened  with  annihila- 
tion, and  in  restoring  peace  to  the  empire  of  India,  on  foun- 
dations which  promise,  under  the  favour  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, the  long  and  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  that  invaluable 
blessing. 

In  this  last  great  measure  of  your  Excellency's  Govern- 
ment, we  recognise,  with  sentiments  of  national  pride  and 
satisfaction,  a  bright  example  of  the  operation  of  the  princi- 
ples of  virtue  and  justice  which  have  so  eminently  charac- 
terized your  Excellency's  administration.  Splendid  as  the 
success  of  the  British  arms  has  been,  your  Excellency's  fame 
will  gather  increased  lustre  from  the  inviolable  attachment  to 
public  fmth,  and  the  disposition  to  cultivate  and  extend  the 
arts  of  peace,  which  have  formed  so  proud  and  elevated  a 
feature  in  your  Excellency's  character ;  and  while  the  con- 
quests which  have  been  achieved  under  your  Excellency's 
guidance   have   been  great  and  important   beyond   former 
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example,  the  glory  of  those  deeds  will  shine  more  conspi- 
cuously pre-eminent,  from  your  Excellency's  humimity  and 
munificence  in  softening  the  fallen  fortunes  of  the  vanqoisbed 
enemies  of  our  nation. 

In  conveying  to  your  Excellency  our  acknowledgements  of 
the  unexampled  talents,  energy,  and  success  with  which  the 
foreign  relatbns  of  the  British  power  in  India  have,  under 
your  Excellency's  administration,  been  upheld,  invigorated, 
and  enlarged ;  for  the  greatness  to  which  the  feme  of  onr 
power  has  been  raised  abroad ;  for  the  uprightness  and  wis- 
dom with  which  public  credit  has  been  maintained,  onr  insti- 
tutions improved,  and  justice  administered  at  home ;  we  join 
our  voice  in  unison  with  every  British  subject  who  has  wit- 
nessed and  participated  the  inestimable  benefits  of  your 
Excellency's  Government. 

(Signed  by  all  the  Inhabitants.) 


R^lj/  ^  th«  Governor-General. 


Gbhtlihbm, 

The  British  inhabitants  of  the  settlement  of  Madras  are 
entitied  to  the  most  public  demonstration  of  my  sincere  gra- 
titude and  respect. 

-  The  zealous,  able,  and  hcmourable  support  which  I  received 
ban  Fort  St.  Greorge,  at  the  commencement  of  my  adminis- 
tration, constituted  an  efficient  cause  of  the  success  of  our 
counsels  and  arms  in  augmenting  the  glory  and  power  of  our 
country,  by  the  seasonable  restoration  of  our  alHances  in  the 
Deccan,  by  the  splendid  and  auspicious  conquest  of  Mysore, 
and  by  the  happy  settlement  of  that  valuable  kingdom. 

The  recollection  of  those  memorable  transactions  is  inde- 
libly fixed  in  my  mind.  At  this  distance  of  time,  I  reflect 
with  increasing  pleasure  upon  the  splendid  series  of  events 
wluch  terminated  in  the  prosperous  settlement  of  Mysore, 
and  established  the  main  foundations  of  our  glorious  success 
in  the  late  contest  with  the  Mahratta  power.  Our  recent 
triumphs,  therefore,  have  revived  and  confirmed  d^  grateful 
remembrance  of  the  usefiil  assistance  which  I  received  during 
the  critical  period  of  my  residence  upon  the  coast  of  Coro- 
mandel  firotn  the  loyalty,  public  spirit,  active  zeal,  and  emi- 
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nent  ability  wfaich  characteriK  the  civil  and  military  serrice, 
and  the  British  inhalntaats  of  Madru. 

The  success  of  our  military  operations  in  the  Deecan, 
during  Ae  war  with  the  Mahratta  confederates,  was  essen- 
tially promoted  by  the  continuance  of  the  same  happy  spirit 
of  concord  and  union  which  animated  the  conduct  of  the 
Govemmeot,  and  of  the  settlement  of  Madras  during  the 
contest  with  the  hostile  power  of  Mysore. 

Under  these  citcumatances,  it  is  highly  satisfactory  to  me 
to  receive  this  distinguished  mark  of  the  continued  confidence 
and  esteem  of  a  settlement  which  has  abundantly  supplied 
the  means  and  instruments  of  the  success  of  my  administra- 
tion in  every  exigency  of  difficulty  or  danger ;  and  I  accept, 
with  particular  pleasure,  the  cordial  assurance  of  your  parti- 
dpation  in  the  exalted  sentiments  of  national  glory,  inspired 
by  the  illustrioas  achievements  of  our  generals,  officers,  and 
troops,  during  the  war,  and  by  the  principles  of  British  jus- 
tice, humanity,  and  honour,  which  have  regulated  the  condi- 
tions of  the  peace. 

The  welfare  of  each  of  the  Presidencies  is  equally  the 
anxious  object  of  my  solicitude  and  duty.  Under  the  advan- 
tages of  restored  peace,  I  shall  continue  to  apply  my  diligent 
attention  to  the  important  purpose  of  extending  throughout 
this  empire,  every  practical  improvement  in  the  internal  ad- 
ministration of  public  affurs.  In  the  progress  of  this  salutary 
work,  I  contemplate  the  rising  prosperity  of  the  great  settle- 
ment of  Madras  with  peculiar  interest  and  satisfaction.  During  ■ 
the  course  of  my  administration,  extensive,  valuable,  and  po- 
pulous provinces  have  been  added  to  the  government  of  Fort 
St.  George ;  its  importance  in  the  general  scale  of  the  empire 
has  been  considerably  increased ;  its  miUtary,  financial,  and 
commercial  resources,  augmented  and  improved;  and  its  ex- 
ternal security  firmly  established  under  a  system  of  foreign 
relations  calculated  to  protect  peacefid  industry,  to  cherish 
the  growth  of  private  proper^,  and  of  internal  wealth,  and 
to  strengthen  and  consolidate  the  powers  of  the  government 
by  the  general  happiness  and  welfare  of  the  people. 

The  laudable  sentiments  which  you  have  expressed  in  tius 
address,  combined  with  my  confidence  in  the  respectable  and 
honourable  hands  which  administer  the  internal  affairs  of  Fort 
St.  Geo^e>  afford  a  firm  expectation  that,  while  justice,  public 
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faith,  superior  strength,  and  unrivalled  nuUtary  lame,  shaO 
secure  the  British  empire  in  India  agfunst  the  assaults  of  out 
enemies,  the  provinces  subject  to  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St 
George  will  partake  of  the  general  prosperity,  in  a  proportion 
adequate  to  their  extent  and  importance,  to  their  numeroaa 
population,  to  their  valuable  intrinsic  resources,  and  to  their 
advantageous  local  position. 

Wellesley. 


No.  CLXXni. 

Fivm  the  Hotwurable  Jonathan  Duncan,   Governor  of  Bombag,  to  HU 

EaetUeneg  the  moit  no6le  Richard  Marqueu  B^eUetlej/,  K.  P.  Goeemor 

General,  ^.  IfC.  IfC. 
My  Lord,  Bombay  Cutle,  14th  April,  1804. 

I  have  the  honour  to  advise  your  Excellency  that  several 
of  the  principal  British  inhabitants  of  this  settlement  having, 
on  the  13th  of  last  month,  applied  to  the  Sheriff  to  convene  s 
general  meeting  to  consider  of  an  address  to  your  Excellency, 
on  the  subject  of  the  late  happy  termination  of  hostilities  in 
India,  Mr.  Nash,  the  Sheriff,  appointed  this  meeting  to  take 
place  on  Thursday  theS^  of  March,  at  the  hall  of  the  office 
of  police;  where,  having  opened  the  business  of  the  day,  and 
Mr.  Henshaw  having  been  requested  to  take  the  chair  a  Com- 
mittee was,  after  a  very  eloquent  and  impressive  speech  from 
Mr.  Thriepland,  appointed  to  prepare  an  address,  consisdng 
of  the  following  gentlemen: — Robert  Henshaw,  Esq. ;  Robert 
Anderson,  Esq. ;  Major-Gen.  John  Bellaasis  ;  Major-Gen. 
Richard  Junes ;  Helenus  Scott,  Esq. ;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Watson,  75th  regiment ;  James  Augustus  Grant,  Esq. ;  Simon 
Halliday,  Esq. ;  S.  M.  Thriepland,  Esq. ;  William  Dowdes- 
well,  Esq. ;  William  Kennedy,  Esq. ;  Charles  Forbes,  EUq.  ;• 
and  Patrick  Hadow,  Esq. 

These  gentlemen  having  drawn  up  the  form  of  an  address, 
it  was,  in  due  course,  approved  of  and  signed  by  the  civil 
servants,  the  military  and  marine  officers,  the  clergy,  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  professions  of  law  and  physic,  the  merchants, 

■  The  preBent  dUtiaguished  friend  of  India,  aad  deservedly  eiteened 
Baronet,  Sir  CharieB  Forbes,  for  whose  uniform  kindnest  and  much  nloed 
friendship,  the  Editor  is  happy  to  testify  his  grateful  remembnuice.— [Bd.] 
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and  other  daaaes  of  our  inhabitants ;  in  which  state  the  aanw 
committee  wuted  upon  me  with  it  on  the  6th  instant,  re- 
qnesting  that  I  would  forward  it  to  your  Excellency  in  such 
manner  as  I  should  think  proper ;  and  Col.  Woodington  having 
offered  his  services,  and  desired  to  be  honored  with  the  charge 
of  this  cordial  and  sincere  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
settlement  on  an  occasion  no  less  important  to  the  interests  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  than  honourable  and  glorious  to  your 
Excellency's  administration,  I  have  with  pleasure  availed  my- 
self of  this  channel  of  forwarding  the  present  communication, 
with  the  address,  that  it  may  be  offered  to  your  Excellency 
by  an  officer,  who,  having  had  opportunities  to  distingiush 
himself  in  the  course  of  the  general  service  to  which  it  refers, 
has  thence  already  attracted  the  high  and  gratifying  honour 
of  your  Excellency's  approbation. 

A  separate  address  baa,  on  the  present  truly  interesting 
occasion,  been  made  to  the  honourable  Major-General  Wef- 
lesley  by  the  same  inhabitants,  of  which,  and  of  the  honour- 
able (General's  answer,  copies  are  herewith  submitted  for  your 
Excellency's  notice.* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  the  utmost  respect,  my  Lord, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Jonathan  Duncan. 


Bombog  Addreu  to  hit  Exeetlencg  the  mott  noUe  Riehard,    Marguett 
/Feileiley,  K,  P.  Goeemor-Geiteral  and  Ct^laitt-Genaral,  S^c.  4*-  4^- 

Bombay,  22d.  Mkrch,  1804. 
Mat  it  pleasb  your  Excellency, 

We,  the  undersigned  British  subjects,  now  residing  in  Bom- 
bay, beg  leave  to  offer  to  your  Excellency  our  sincere  congra- 
tulations on  the  happy  termination  of  a  war,  distinguished  by 
a  succession  of  the  most  brilliant,  rapid,  and  important  vic- 
tories over  confederated  chieftuns,  long  versed  in  the  prac- 
tice of  arms,  possessed  ctf  every  advantage  which  a  vast  supe- 
riority of  numbers  could  aflford,  in  a  country  protected  by 
fortresses  of  great  natural  strength,  and  with  such  a  formid- 

■  See  tbe  Duke  of  Wellini^n'B  DcBpatcbes. 
VOL.  III.  2« 
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'  able  force  of  artillery  od  thor  works,  and  in  the  field,  as 
Eaetem  amlntioD  has  seldom  accumulated  to  distorb  the 
tranquillity  of  surrouiiding  States ;  and  which,  at  once,  evmced 
the  danger  of  farther  delay,  and  augmented  the  difficulties  of 
immediate  snccess. 

In  estimating  the  causes  of  this  dedsive  and  unparalleled 
career)  we  are  deeply  sensible  how  much  is  due  to  the  gal- 
lant armies  and  their  iBustriout  leaders,  whose  persevering 
ardour  (viewing  nothing  done  while  anything  great  or  glo- 
rious remuned  to  be  accompHsbed),  has  left  their  country  no 
wish  connected  with  the  war  ungratified,  nor  any  of  its  olQects 
unfolfilled.  But  we  cannot  forget  Aat  there  is  yet  a  superior 
claim  to  onr  gratitude  on  this  occasion ;  and,  when  we  address 
your  Excellency  as  the  source  whence  die  high  and  indelible 
obligation  proceeds,  we  are  convinced  we  use  the  language  of 
all  who  are  animated  with  zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Bri- 
tish isles,  and  are  duly  aware  that  the  proud  and  command- 
ing rank  which  the  British  Empire  occupies  among  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  is  indissoluhly  linked  with  the  permanence  of 
its  power,  consequence,  and  authority  among  the  States  of 
Asia. 

That  such  signal  success  should  have  crowned  the  arms  of 
our  country  at  a  moment  of  so  much  interest  to  us  all,  from 
the  arduous  and  important  contest  which  an  inveterate 
enemy  has  renewed  at  home,  is  an  additional  reason  for 
exultation  on  this  occasion ;  and  when  we  reflect  that  a  blow 
has  been  struck  in  one  campaign  which  destroys  the  laboured 
fabric  of  that  enemy's  insidious  policy  in  the  Peninsula,  and 
every  other  part  of  India,  we  look  in  vain  for  any  former 
example  of  a  war  where  an  object  of  such  lasting  bfuiefit  was 
the  result  of  so  short  a  struggle  bestowed  on  its  attainment. 

The  magnitude  of  this,  and  of  the  various  other  advan- 
tages of  the  war,  would  have  more  than  recompensed  the 
greatest  sacrifices;  but,  instead  of  those,  we  have  had  the 
satisfaction  of  remarking  that  there  never  was  a  period  in  die 
history  of  India  when  public  credit  (the  sure  criterion  of  pub- 
lic confidence  and  opinion),  was  at  a  higher  pitch  than  when 
the  armies  of  the  several  Fesidencies  were  engaged  in  active 
operations,  and  the  fate  of  the  contest  was,  as  yet,  the  sub* 
ject  of  hope  alone;  but  hope,  confirmed  by  the  inspiring 
recollection  of  the  past,  and  a  knowledge  that  the  same 
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ngorouB  and  enlightened  coimdla  which  preuded  over  the 
campaign  of  Mysore  still  r^gned  in  the  cabinet,  while  hearts, 
which  the  same  undaunted  valour  animated,  beat  high  for 
equal  glory  in  the  field. 

Had  we  no  other  means  of  estimating  the  extent  and  value 
of  the  obligation  which  your  Excellency's  memorable  admi- 
nistration of  their  afiturs  has  conferred  on  the  honourable 
Company,  this  striking  contrast  to  the  experience  of  former 
times  (when  the  hour  of  victory  was  sometimes  marked  with 
the  same  financial  embarrassment  and  depression  which 
aggravated  the  moment  of  defeat),  would  itself  be  sufS- 
cient  for  that  purpose ;  and,  when  the  close  of  that  splendid 
administration  arrives,  the  loss  to  British  India  will  only  be 
alleviated  by  reflecting,  that  whatever  is  essential  to  the  per- 
manence of  its  prosperity,  the  stability  of  its  power,  and  the 
fame  of  its  arms,  has  already  been  accomplished ;  and,  that 
sufficient  praise  will  belong  to  those  who  succeed  to  the 
management  of  affiurs  if  they  miuntain  the  system  which  they 
find  estabUahed,  preserve  the  elevation  which  the  national 
character  has  every  where  acquired,  and  prevent  the  revival 
of  dangers  which  your  Excellency  has  laboured  with  such 
signal  and  complete  success  to  avert  and  to  subdue. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
may  it  please  your  Excellency, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  humble  Servants. 


B^y  o/the  Goaemor-Getterai. 
Gentleheh, 

The  congratulations  which  you  are  pleased  to  ofier  to  me 
on  the  happy  termination  of  the  late  war,  manifest  the  most 
honourable,  zealous,  and  just  spirit  of  attachment  to  the  pub- 
lic weliare,  and  to  the  national  fame  and  glory. 

I  accept  the  animated  expressions  of  your  confidence  and 
favourable  opinion  with  a  due  estimation  of  the  liberal  senti- 
ments which  dictated  your  address,  and  with  a  high  sense  of 
the  honour  conveyed  to  me  by  this  pubhc  testimony  of  your 
approbation. 

Your  vicinity  to  the  theatre  of  the  war  in  the  Deccan  has 
enabled  you  to  appreciate  with  accuracy  and  justice,  the 
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maj^tude  of  the  dangers  which  have  been  sarmounted,  and 
the  extent  of  the  Buhstaotial  advantages  which  have  been  ob- 
tained by  this  signal  triumph  of  the  Britiah  anna.  In  the 
conunencement  and  progresa  of  the  war  in  the  weatem  quarter 
of  India,  the  efficiency  of  varioua  important  branchea  of  our 
miUtary  operations  waa  aecured  by  the  active  aid  of  the  g<v 
vemment,  of  the  civil  and  miUtai;  service,  and  of  the  Britiah 
inhabitants  of  Bombay,  and  the  useful  and  cordial  aasistance 
which  you  contributed  in  your  several  capacities  to  promote 
&e  common  cause  in  the  hour  of  peril,  entitles  you  to  partici- 
pate in  the  honour  which  has  attended  our  glorious  auccess. 

The  exertions  of  Bombay  during  the  late  contest  have  re- 
called to  my  recollection  the  distinguished  servicea  of  that 
aettlement  in  a  criais  of  equal  importance ;  and  I  have  viewed 
with  confidence  and  satisfaction  the  revival  of  the  same 
energy  and  zeal  which  facilitated  the  success  of  our  arma  in 
Mysore. 

It  ia  grateful  to  my  mind,  that  the  conclusion  of  peace 
should  have  established  national  advantages,  from  which, 
peculiar  benefit  will  be  derived  to  the  settlement  of  Bombay, 
by  the  security  and  extension  of  its  commerce,  miUtary  re- 
sources, territorial  revenues,  and  pohtical  influence  and 
power.  The  magnitude  and  importance  of  these  advantages 
afford  a  due  reward  to  the  loyalty,  public  zeal  and  courage 
uniformly  displayed  by  the  settlement  of  Bombay  during  my 
administration.  Having  borne  a  considerable  share  in  the 
burthen  and  hazard  of  war,  you  have  received  a  just  propor- 
tion of  the  benefits  of  peace. 

You  may  rely  on  the  conUnuance  of  my  earnest  endeavours 
to  promote  the  improvement  of  those  benefits,  in  your  opu- 
lent and  pubUc  spirited  settlement ;  and  to  maintain  the  inte- 
rests, honour,  and  welfare  of  Bombay,  by  a  just  application 
of  the  same  principles  of  public  policy  which  have  contri- 
buted to  secure  the  general  prosperity  of  the  Britiah  empire 
in  Asia. 

Wellbslby. 
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lie  Geoenur-Generei  to  the  Han.  JmatioH  Dunem, 
StB,  July  6,  1804. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  kind  and  satisfac- 
tory letter,  received  by  Colonel  Woodington,  together  with 
the  address  of  the  British  inhabitants  of  Bombay. 

I  have  publicly  delivered  to  Colonel  Woodington  my  answer 
to  that  spirited  and  eloquent  address.  Colonel  Woodington 
vill  transmit  my  answer  to  you,  with  my  request,  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting,  which  has  declared  so  honourable  a  sense  of  the 
success  of  my  endeavours  to  serve  my  country  in  the  arduous 
station  in  which  I  am  placed. 

I  request  you  to  receive  my  wannest  thanks  for  the  obliging 
expressions  with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  accompany 
this  grateful  and  respectable  communication. 

It  was  peculiarly  satisfactory  to  me  to  receive  the  address 
from  the  hands  of  Colonel  Woodington,  for  whose  services  I 
entertain  a  sincere  and  cordial  respect. 

The  copy  of  the  address  presented  by  the  British  inhabi- 
tants of  Bombay  to  Major-General  Wellesley,  and  the  copy 
of  that  officer's  answer,  transmitted  with  your  letter,  excited 
the  most  lively  interest  in  my  mind.  The  address  presented 
to  Major-General  Wellesley  furniBhes  an  additional  instance 
of  the  sincere  and  zealous  attachment  of  the  settlement  of 
Bombay  to  the  interests  and  honour  of  our  country.  The 
public  spirit  of  that  proceeding  demands  the  expression  of 
my  public  approbation. 

I  am  also  highly  sensible  of  the  personal  esteem  and  regard 
which  the  same  proceeding  manifests  towards  me ;  and  I  re- 
quest you  to  assure  the  British  inhabitants  of  Bombay  that  I 
shall  ever  retain  a  sense  of  their  personal  favours,  propor- 
tioned to  my  soUcitude  for  the  fame  and  honour  of  Major- 
General  Wellesley ;  whose  character  and  conduct  have  com- 
bined in  my  mind  every  sentiment  of  private  affection  and 
attachment,  with  the  most  urgent  duty  of  public  respect,  ad- 
miration, and  gratitude. 

Major-General  Wellesley's  answer  to  the  address,  which 
he  had  the  honour  of  receiving,  is  worthy  of  the  character  of 
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that  distinguished  officer,  and  entirely  conformable  to  my 
sentiments.* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  respect,  Sir, 

your  fidthfid  servant, 

Wbllbblet. 


No.  CLXXV. 

Addreu  from  the  Britith  IithMlaiHt  of  Bhaugulpore. 

Zillah  Bhangulpore,  March  15,  1804. 
Mat  it  please  toue  Excellbncy, 

Precluded  by  our  local  situation  from  uniting  in  the  late 
address  to  your  Excellency  of  the  inhabitants  of  Calcutta, 
but  concurring  in,  and  impressed  with  the  same  sentiments ; 
We,  the  British  inhabitants,  residing  in  the  district  of  Bbau- 
gulpore  in  the  province  of  Bebar,  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
EzcelleDcy  with  our  ardent  and  respectful  congratulations, 
on  the  happy  termination  of  hostilities,  and  the  restoration 
of  peace  to  Hindostan. 

In  contemplating  the  rise,  progress  and  termination  of  the 
late  glorious  war,  we  view  with  admiration  the  comprehensive 
sagacity  which  at  once  embraced  the  extensive  and  alarming 
consequences  of  the  Mahratta  confederacy,  and  with  tbe  ut- 
most promptitude  and  vigour,  provided  the  means  of  com- 
pletely defeating  them. 

The  rapid  succession  of  splendid  military  achievements  in 
the  prosecution  of  your  Excellency's  plans  during  the  last 
few  months,  and  the  success^l  conclusion  of  the  war,  have 
established  on  the  most  solid  and  permanent  foundation  the 
British  empire  in  India,  and  inseparably  connected  your 
Excellency's  fame  with  the  national  prosperity  and  renown. 

We  further  remark,  with  extreme  satisfaction,  the  display 
of  the  British  character  in  the  clemency  and  moderation  of 
the  terms  of  peace,  granted  to  the  enemy  in  the  career  of 
victory ;  and  we  should  suppress  our  feelings,  if  we  omitted 

*  There  were  addreuee  to  the  GoTernor-OeDeral  from  erery  Bridih 
itation  in  India ;  but  thoK  here  giTen  ue  tufficient  to  (hevr  the  feelings 
pervading  the  minds  of  the  inhabitanta  of  our  eMtem  Mttlemenia  ai  to  the 
policy  of  the  Mahratta  war.— [Ed.] 
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to  express  our  pleasure  and  exultation,  in  viewing  the  tri- 
lunph  of  humanity,  generosity  and  juatice,  displayed  by  the 
emancipation  of  the  unfortunate,  but  illustrious  house  of 
Timoor;  and  its  restoradon  to  dignity  and  independence, 
under  the  protection  of  the  mild  and  equitable  British  go- 
Temment  in  India. 

An  act  BO  noble  and  disinterested,  cannot  &il  to  impress 
with  indelible  characters  of  admiration  and  gratitude,  the 
mindB  of  the  natives  of  Hindostan,  and  to  engage  their  at- 
tachment to  the  British  nation  and  its  interests ;  nor  to  in- 
spire every  generous  Briton  with  the  most  exalted  notions  of 
your  excellency's  humanity  and  liberality. 

We  trust  it  will  not  be  considered  foreign  to  this  address 
to  obseirej  that  we  contemplate  with  the  utmost  veneratioQ, 
the  consununate  skill  and  heroism  which  his  Excellency  Ge- 
neral Lake,  our  illustrious  Conmiander-in-chief,  evinced  in  a 
rapid  series  of  brilliant  and  successful  exploits,  triumphing 
over  every  obstacle  which  could  be  opposed  to  his  progress, 
by  an  enemy  vastly  superior  in  numbers,  and  in  discipline 
and  equipment  exceeding  any  native  armies  hitherto  opposed 
to  the  British  forces. 

We  also  beg  leave  to  notice  in  similar  respectful  terms,  our 
admiration  of  the  htHiorable  Major-General  Wellesley's  rapid 
successes,  whose  splendid  victories  were  not  less  arduous,  nor 
of  less  importance  to  the  general  cause.  In  expressing  these 
sentiments,  our  gratitude  to  our  brave  officers  and  soldiers  is 
ako  excited,  for  their  patient,  zealous,  and  laborious  exer- 
tions in  the  field. 

May  your  Excellency's  measures  invariably  be  attended 
with  the  same  brilliant  success;  and  may  your  happiness  in 
private  life  be  proportionable  to  your  public  conduct  and  in- 
valuable services  to  the  state ;  and  may  your  Excellency  ex- 
perience the  most  honourable  effects  of  the  lasting  gratitude 
of  your  King  and  country. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  most  profound  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 
and-most  humble  servants. 
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Moor^teds&ad  Aidreu  to  Ait  EmeelUncjf  the  matt  mMe  Richard  Mar^tum 
fFeUetUg,  ^.  4«.,  Knight  of  the  moil  ilbtttrioui  Order  qf  Si.  Patrick, 
Govermrf'Genend  and  Captain-General  of  the  Force*  of  hit  Miyetif  mad 
the  liottoraHe  Company  in  India,  i/v.  ifv. 

MoonhedabM],  Febnury  22,  18M. 

Mat  it  please  tour  Excbllenct, 

We,  the  European  inhabitants  of  Moorshedabad  and  its 
vicinity,  impelled  by  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect  for 
your  Excellency's  character,  and  equal  admiration  of  the  bril- 
liant effects  of  your  Lordship's  wise  and  successful  adminis- 
tration, request  to  be  permitted  to  approach  you  vith  heart- 
felt and  sincere  congratulations  on  the  happy  termination  of 
the  late  war  and  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  replete  irith  emi- 
nent and  important  adrantages  of  instant  possesuon  and  of 
beneficial  consequences  to  an  almost  incalculable  extent. 
When  considered,  as  giving  solid  and  permanent  security  to 
the  possessions  of  the  British  empire  in  every  part  of  India, 
not  only  those  who  have  the  happiness  to  be  placed  under 
your  Excellency's  immediate  government,  bat  the  British  na- 
tion at  large,  and  Britons  in  all  parts  of  the  globe,  will  pay 
the  tribute  of  grateful  adnuration  to  those  transcendent  ta- 
lents and  splendid  abilities  which  wisely  planned  the  mea- 
sures for  carrying  on  this  just  and  necessary  conflict ;  and  to 
that  energy  of  character  which  concentered  and  applied  the 
resources  of  government,  and  thereby  ensured  success  rapid, 
brilliant,  and  unparalleled. 

The  gallant  exertions  of  the  armies,  animated  by  the  valour 
and  example  of  their  leaders,  have  fully  seconded  your  Lord- 
ship's intentions,  and  have  given  complete  effect  to  your  weU 
digested  plans ;  thereby  consolidating,  extending,  and  giving 
full  and  secure  stability  to  our  possessions  in  India,  annihi- 
lating completely  the  heretofore  formidable  and  apparendy 
established  interests  of  our  natural  enemies  the  French, 
evincing,  that  under  such  auspices,  the  united  and  combined 
force  of  native  powers  is  wholly  unequal  to  a  contest  with 
British  vabur ;  and  whilst  lustre  has  been  added  to  our  na- 
tional glory  the  purposes  of  humanity  have  been  essentially 
promoted  by  the  happy  and  complete  emancipation  of  an 
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august  sovereign  and  his  numerous  family,  who  have  long 
suffered  under  the  pressure  of  severe  ealamity. 

On  these  glorious  and  happy  events,  fraught  with  present 
advantage  and  future  benefit,  effected  at  a  most  important 
crisis,  when  the  mother  country  engaged  in  an  arduous  strug- 
gle for  her  liberties  and  dearest  interests,  feeb  most  forcibly 
every  acquisition  of  strength  and  resource  tending  to  weaken 
her  enemies  and  cripple  their  exertions,  we,  as  eye  witnesses, 
reflect  with  astoniBbiiient,  gratitude  and  admiration.  These 
events  will  hereafter  animate  the  page  of  history,  and  lighten 
the  toil  of  the  historian,  who  will  dwell  with  rapture  on  a  de- 
tail of  facts  and  circumstances,  adding  to  the  splendour  of 
the  national  character  and  almost  challenging  belief  from 
their  number,  importance,  and  consequences. 

May  yout  KxceUency  long  continue  to  guide  the  helm  of 
the  British  empire  in  Asia,  and  to  add,  by  a  succession  of 
exertions  emanating  from  consummate  wisdom,  and  fraught 
with  sound  justice  and  perfect  integrity,  to  the  security  of 
the  national  interests,  the  advancement  of  its  glory,  and  to 
the  happiness  and  comforts  of  those  who  reside  under  your 
well  directed  authority  and  fostering  protection. 

With  those  sentiments  of  gratef^  and  profound  respect 
and  decided  attachment  to  your  person  and  character,  which 
animate  us  in  common  with  all  Britons  in  India,  we  beg  leave 
to  Bubseribe  ourselves. 

My  Lord, 
your  Excellency's  most  faithfiil  and  obedient 
humble  servants. 


No.  CLXXVIL 

BBNARBS. 

Harcli  24th,  1804. 
At  a  Meeting  of  the  British  inhabitants  of  the  Province  of 
Benares,  holden  at  Secrole,  on  the  24th  of  March  1804,  Mr. 
Thomas  Brooke  being  unanimously  called  to  the  chair,  the 
business  of  the  day  was  opened  by  the  Chairman,  io  the  fol- 
lowing appropriate  speech ; 

"  The  purpose  for  which  this  assembly  has  been  convened, 
is  to  consider  of  a  suitable  and  respectful  address  from  the 
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BritlBh  inbabitantB  of  this  Prorince,  to  that  high  and  exahed 
character  by  whose  wisdom,  foresight,  and  energy,  the  long 
planned  madunations  of  our  enemies  hare  been  defeated,  the 
British  empire  in  India  twice  prea^rred,  and  by  the  late 
honourable  peace  concluded  with  the  Rajah  of  Berar  and 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  at  length  secured  on  a  firm  and  soUd 
basis. 

"Knowing  as  I  do,  the  sentiments  of  all  the  gentlemen 
present,  and  of  those  residing  in  this  Province,  it  is  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  point  out  ^t  the  late  war  was  solely  under- 
taken on  principles  purely  defensive,  that  it  was  not  until 
every  means  by  negotiation  with  the  powers  that  bad  assem* 
bled  their  forces  in  a  menadng  position  against  us  had  failed, 
that  his  Excellency  the  most  noble  the  GoTemor-General  had 
recourse  to  arms. 

"  The  decisive  energy  which  was  then  displayed  in  the  cabi- 
net and  in  the  field,  is  the  object  of  our  present  pride,  and 
will  be  the  admiration  of  future  generations.  To  him,  from 
whom  these  noble  feelings  of  exultation  arise,  is  due  the 
most  public  testimony  of  our  gratitude. 

"  On  such  an  occasion,  words  can  but  feebly  express  the 
sentiments  that  must  alike  glow  in  every  bosom,  and  animate 
every  heart.  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  proposing, 
that,  an  address  expressive  of  our  gratitude,  our  attachment 
and  our  admiration  be  prepared  and  presented  to  his  Excd- 
lency  the  most  noble  the  Govemor-Cienera]  Marquess  Wei- 
lesley." 

The  proposal  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Hawkins  in  the  follow- 
ing speech: 

"I  heartily  second  the  motion.  Whilstsurrounding  societies 
are  ofiering  to  our  most  noble  the  Governor-General,  the  just 
tribute  of  their  unbounded  admiration  of  the  wisdom,  energy, 
and  unparaUeled  success  of  his  Excellency's  most  brilliant 
administration,  and  of  public  gratitude  for  the  signal  services 
Tendered  by  that  exalted  personage  to  the  British  empire  at 
large,  and  to  the  Asiatic  branch  of  it  in  particular,  let  not 
silence  on  our  part  leave  room  for  a  supposition,  that,  these 
sentiments  glow  with  less  warmth  in  our  bosoms  than  in  tju 
rest  of  our  countrymen  in  India." 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  the  following 
address  presented  to  his  Excellency. 
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Benaret  Addrem. 


Mat  it  plsase  your  Exczllenct, 

We  the  British  mhahitants  of  the  ProTince  of  Booares, 
beg  your  Excellency  to  accept  our  heartfelt  congratulations 
on  the  splendid  advantages  derived  to  the  British  empire 
from  the  late  memorable  peace  concluded  in  Hindostan. 

Reviewing  the  transactions  wbichpreceded  this  distinguished 
event,  the  vigorous  dedsion  with  which  the  alarming  deaigos 
of  the  Mahratta  potentates  of  Malwa  and  Berar  were  repelled 
has  appeared  to  us  suitable  to  the  whole  tenour  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's administration ;  and  your  Excellency's  subsequent 
measures  have  amply  justified  the  confidence  which  this 
energetic  commencement  of  the  war  inspired. 

Under  the  favour  of  Providence)  the  guidance  of  your 
Excellency's  presiding  genius,  and  the  matchless  conduct  of 
the  Generals,  the  brilliant  career  of  our  arms  has  surpassed 
all  former  example ;  and  with  exultation  we  have  beheld  our 
gallant  forces  surmounting  by  an  invincible  spirit  all  the 
obstacles  opposed  to  them  by  severity  of  climate,  by  difficult 
and  remote  countries,  by  fortresses  deemed  impregnaUe,  by 
the  desperate  resistance  of  numerous  and  disciplined  armies, 
andadvancing  with  unrivalled  rapidity  irom  success  to  success, 
from  victory  to  victory,  until  our  bumbled  enemies  found 
their  sole  refuge  in  your  Excellency's  magnanimity. 

Fortunate  it  has  been  in  this  arduous  crisis  that  your  Ex- 
cellency could  avail  yourself  of  powerful  means,  the  &uit  of 
your  Excellency's  previous  exertions. 

The  period  is  yet  recent  when  an  army  under  the  control 
of  French  officers  menaced  the  authority  of  our  ally  the  NizaUi 
and  the  resources  of  Mysore  were  united  in  the  hands  of  a 
dangerous,  aspiring  and  implacable  foe,  but  during  the  late 
contest  we  have  seen  those  states  affording  cordial  and  effica- 
cious aid  to  the  British  cause. 

Ijed  by  this  striking  contrast  to  extend  our  view  to  the 
whole  series  of  your  Excellency's  measures,  we  have  recog- 
luzed  the  genuine  character  of  a  policy  which  commaoda 
fortune,  and  which,  in  securing  present  advantages  and  re- 
peUing  present  dangers,  prepares  the  foundations  of  strength, 
and  the  sources  of  future  glory. 
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At  length  a  propitious  and  honoorable  peace  has  rewarded 
your  Excellency's  cares.  The  seeds  of  incalculable  evib 
have  perished  in  the  annihilation  of  French  influence,  the 
general  pacification  of  Hindostan  has  been  effected  on  wise 
and  equitable  principles,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  British 
empire  in  India,  reposes  on  the  stable  basis  of  improved  ter- 
ritorial strength,  of  new  and  beneficial  alliances,  of  encreased 
glory,  of  confirmed  reputation  for  humanity,  moderation,  and 
good  faith ;  nor  can  we  esteem  it  the  least  important  triumph 
of  your  Excellency's  liberal  and  enlightened  policy,  that  the 
unfortunate  and  oppressed  Monarch,  the  object  of  affection- 
ate veneration  to  the  Musselman  inhabitants  of  Hindostan, 
now  ranks  in  the  number  of  princes,  who  acbnowlege  the 
most  ugnal  obligatiooB  to  British  valour,  and  British  gene- 
rosity. 

Reflecting  on  these  great  achievements,  we  feel  impelled 
by  every  sentiment  of  personal  attachment  and  of  public  duty 
to  express  to  your  Excellency,  our  lively  sense  of  the  trans- 
cendent talents  and  illustrious  virtues,  by  which  your  Excel- 
lency has  supported  in  these  distant  provinces  the  fortunes 
of  our  country,  and  by  which  your  Excellency  has  entitled 
yourself  to  a  most  conspicuous  place  among  the  statesmen 
and  heroes  who  have  raised  the  fame  and  power  of  Great 
Britun,  and  nobly  united  her  cause  with  the  dearest  interests 
of  humanity  and  justice. 


Aidroi  oftlie  MiliUay  Offieert  to  Mqfw-fieneral  George  Deare,  eonoM*^ 
ing  the  ttation  of  Benaret,  IfC. 

Sir, 

We,  the  British  commissioned  and  staff  officers  of  the  first 
battalion  of  the  1st  native  re^ment  at  Helliab,  having  had 
the  honour  to  be  informed  by  your  Brigade  Major,  that  an 
Address  is  prepared,  and  about  to  be  despatched  l^  the 
British  inhabitants  of  Benares,  congratulating  his  Excellency 
the  most  noble  the  Govemor-General  in  Council,  upon  the 
late  glorious  success  of  the  British  arms  in  India,  under  the 
happy  auspices  of  the  directing  wisdom  of  his  Lordship's 
counsels ;  and  that  if  we  authorize  some  person  there  to  add 
our  names  to  the  said  address,  it  is  probable  that  a  letter 
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fioin  hence  would  reach  Benares,  before  the  despatch  of 
the  same  from  theace; 

We,  the  above-mentioned  therefore,  being  entirely  actuated 
by  the  same  loyal  desire  to  approach  his  Lordship,  with  our 
humble  and  heartfelt  congratulatiooB,  which  perrades  the 
rest  of  the  community ;  and  being  at  the  same  time  anxious, 
that  the  accomplishment  of  this  faithful  and  loyal  wish  may 
not  depend  upon  the  uncertun  probability  of  a  letter  from 
hence  arriving  in  due  time  at  Benares, 

We  do  therefore,  with  the  greatest  respect  entreat,  that 
you  Sir,  as  our  immediate  commanding  o£Bcer,  will  have  the 
goodness  to  forward  to  his  Lordship's  Military  Secretary,  if 
you  deem  him  to  be  the  proper  medium,  the  following  ex- 
pressions (however  inadequate)  of  our  most  sincere  joy,  our 
lively  gratitude,  profound  respect,  and  high  admiration,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  late  glorious  and  unparalleled  successes. 

For  us  to  attempt  to  descant  at  large  upon  so  high  a  theme, 
would,  (we  conceive)  not  only  be  superfluous,  but  beyond  the 
limits  of  our  abilities  and  condition.  We  must  therefore 
confine  ourselves  to  the  more  suitable,  but  not  less  grateful 
duty,  of  laying  at  his  Excellency's  feet,  our  humble,  faithful, 
and  loyal  congratulations,  upon  the  distbguished  marks  of 
honour  and  favour,  which  Divine  Providence,  the  fountain  of 
wisdom  and  valour,  hath  bestowed  upon  his  Excellency,  in 
selecting  him,  specially,  for  the  high  and  arduous  task  of  go- 
verning this  great  empire,  and  in  making  his  Excellency  the 
organ,  and  the  centre,  of  that  spirit  of  wisdom  and  fortitude, 
valour,  justice,  and  moderation,  which  has  not  only  saved 
British  and  Christian  India,  at  this  awful  crisis,  from  a  for- 
midable confederacy,  but  has  also  in  all  human  certainty, 
estabUshed  the  glory  and  prosperity  of  the  same,  upon  a 
broader  and  deeper  foundation. 

Next  to  those  sentiments  of  religious  gratitude  and  praise, 
which  are  due  in  the  first  place  to  the  great  Ruler  of  princes, 
and  Disposer  of  all  events,  our  tribute  of  grateful  and  humble 
admiration,  is  due  to  his  Excellency,  whose  wisdom  we  trace 
in  its  signal  effects. 

That  the  same  Divine  Providence,  who  has  so  highly  ex- 
alted and  honoured  his  Excellency,  may  be  pleased  long  to 
continue  to  inspire  his  Excellency  with  every  grace  and  virtue, 
which  may  render  him  the  guardian  and  true  glory  of  a  loyal. 
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gratdul  and  a  Chrisdao  cottunuiiity,  ia  the  homble  and  cor^ 
dial  prayer  of 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servants, 
Georob  Prole,  Lieut.-Colone], 
and  all  the  other  Officers. 
HMai,  Alanh  27th  1804. 


No.  CLXXVin. 


AdJnu  nf  the  InhMtmUi  o/Patna  ft  Ptttr  ^he,  Eiq.  PretidaU  ^  the 
CommillM  qf  Ike  Britiih  InhiAUamU  fvf  pretettHng  an  Addreaa  lo  hit 
Excellency  the  MotI  Noile  the  Marqueit  ff^eOeriey. 

Sir, 

We  the  British  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Behar,  no- 
pressed  with  the  most  lirely  sensations  of  admiration,  attach- 
ment, and  respect  for  the  person  and  government  of  his 
Excellency  the  most  noble  Marquess  Wellesley,  beg  leave, 
Sir,  to  express  to  you  our  regret  that,  on  account  of  our 
great  distance  from  the  Presidency,  we  have  been  excluded 
from  the  benefit  of  subscribing  the  address  presented  by 
your  Committee  to  our  illustrious  Governor-General  on  the 
late  liappy  temunation  of  hostJiitiee  in  India ;  the  sentiments 
of  that  Address  corresponding  !n  the  fullest  manner  with  our 
own  feelings  on  this  momentous  occasion. 

Thus  unfortunately  precluded  from  the  advantage  of  add- 
ing our  signatures  to  your  address,  we  entreat.  Sir,  that  yon 
will  do  us  the  favour  to  assure  his  Excellency  of  the  lUgh 
s«ise  of  veneration  which  we  entertain  of  the  splendour  and 
value  of  his  distinguished  talents  and  transcendent  virtues, 
and  of  our  hearty  concurrence  in  your  congratulations  on  the 
glorious  issue  of  a  war  of  such  magnitude  and  importance — 
a  war  which,  being  commenced  through  necessity,  was  con- 
ducted with  that  degree  of  wisdom,  promptitude,  and  valour, 
which  has  never  been  surpassed,  and  from  whence  his  Excel- 
lency and  OUT  gallant  armiee  have  acquired  immortal  honour 
for  themselves ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  most  solid  advan- 
tages have  accrued  to  the  British  nation  and  its  aUies,  by  the 
annihilation  of  French  influence  throughout  India,  and  froia 
an  equitable  distribution  of  power,  which  has  secured,  on  a 
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firm  basis,  the  inTaluaUe  blessings  of  peace  to  the  whole 
peninsula. 

We  further  beg  leave  to  request  that  you  will  hare  the 
goodness  to  express  to  his  Excellency  our  most  cordial  con- 
currence in  the  resolutions  of  the  British  inhabitants  of  Cal- 
cutta which  are  connected  with  the  subject  of  the  address. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  humble  serrants. 

(Signed  by  all  the  Inhabitants.) 
Palna,  March  Vilh,  18M. 


No.  CLXXIX. 


Addreu  f*im  the  Brituh  Inhabilantt  of  Cuttack  to  hit  ExctUetuy  the  moil 
nahUtheHfarqutu  WeUe»leg,K.P.  GovemOT'General  and  Captain-General 
^  all  tit  Land  Force*  terving  in  India,  If  a. 

Mat  it  please  your  Excbllency, 

While  the  public  admiration  and  gratitude  has  been  at- 
tracted, and  glowingly  expressed  in  such  respectable  quarters 
of  this  empire,  on  the  great  and  substantial  advantages  arising 
from  your  Excellency's  measures,  we  should  deem  ourselves 
deficient  in  the  sentiments  of  public  spirit,  which  become 
every  British  subject,  if  we  were  to  neglect  the  opportunity 
which  the  example  of  other  stations  affords  us,  of  soliciting 
your  Excellency's  favourable  acceptance  of  our  zealous  con- 
gratulations on  the  glorious  events,  and  auspicious  result  of 
the  late  war  vrith  the  confederate  Mahratta  chieftains. 

The  laudable  principle  of  just  soficitude  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  public  honour,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  national 
interests,  combined  with  sentiments  of  the  lughest  personal 
veneration  and  respect  for  your  Excellency,  induce  us  to  hope, 
that  your  Excellency  will  receive  with  approbation,  the  res- 
pectfiil  tribute  of  our  sincere  participation  in  those  feelings  of 
admiration  and  applause,  which  have  been  universally  excited 
by  the  wisdom  of  your  Excellency's  councils,  by  the  unparal- 
leled energy  of  your  Excellency's  measures,  by  the  splendour 
of  the  nulitary  achievements  under  your  Excellency's  auspi- 
ces, and  by  the  incalculable  benefits  which  the  British  empire 
has  acquired,  under  the  general  pacification  of  India. 
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The  impoTtance  of  your  GxceUeney's  serrices  is  -pntpor- 
(ionate  to  the  iDestimable  blesainga  secured  to  this  coantry, 
by  the  exertion  of  those  talents  and  virtues,  which  have  dis- 
tinguished every  measure  of  your  Excellency's  adnunistration, 
from  the  glorious  conquest  of  Seringapatam  in  1799,  until  the 
memorable  peaoe  concluded  in  1803.  Id  the  course  of  that 
period,  the  most  arduous  meaBures  have  been  carried  into 
execuUon  with  unequalled  splendour  and  success,  and  the 
interests  of  the  British  empire  in  India  have  been  gradually 
strengthened,  until  they  have  attained,  by  the  result  of  the 
late  war,  the  highest  degree  of  prosperity  and  statnlity. 

Your  Excellency  is  therefore  entitled,  not  only  to  the 
admiratioa  and  applause  of  every  Briton,  but  to  the  gratitude 
of  every  person,  who  can  estimate  the  extent  and  importance 
of  your  transcendent  public  services. 

The  tribute  of  our  applause  is  also  justly  due  to  those  illus- 
trious characters,  his  Excellency  General  Lake,  and  the 
honourable  Major-Greneral  Wellealey,  the  memory  of  whose 
heroic  achierments,  will  be  cheriBhed  in  the  grateful  recol- 
lection of  every  Briton,  who  is  animated  by  the  love  of  his 
country. 

Having  been  distinguished  by  your  Excellency's  approba- 
tion of  our  conduct,  in  the  execution  of  your  plans,  in  the 
conquest  of  this  Province ;  we  flatter  ourselves  that  the  unar 
nimous  testimony  of  our  sentiments  on  the  present  occasion, 
will  not  be  considered  as  a  departure  from  that  respect  and 
subordination  which  are  due  to  your  Excellency,  no  less  in 
your  private  character,  than  as  the  chief  executive  authority 
in  this  great  empire. 

We  beg  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that  no  period  of  time 
can  effiice  from  our  memories  the  recollection  of  services, 
which  have  so  justly  exalted '  your  name  and  character;  and 
that  we  shall  feel  to  the  latest  moment  of  existence,  the  deep- 
est interest  in  any  event,  which  may  be  connected  with  your 
Excellency's  fame  and  happiness. 

(Signed)  John  Mbltill,  &c.  &C. 

March  30th,  1804. 
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TramlalioB  of  an  Aidrei*  /Van  the  Native  Inhabitanlt  of  Calcutta  to  hit 
Excetteney  the  matt  noile  the  Marqueu  Wellethg. 

May  it  please  tour  Excellency, 

When  by  a  long  series  of  unfortunate  and  unavoidable  cir- 
cumstances the  affairs  of  the  umverse  are  involved  in  anarchy 
and  confusion,  and  whole  nations  groan  under  the  dreadful 
effects  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  the  Almighty  and  all-mercifiil 
Deity,  in  his  infinite  benevolence  selects  a  personage  of  con- 
summate excellence  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  the  cruel 
career  of  powerful  tyrants,  and  of  restoring  to  the  world  the 
blessings  of  universal  peace,  order  and  tranquillity. 

With  joy  and  gratitude  we  acknowledge  the  seasonable 
interposition  of  divine  Providence,  in  the  selection  of  your 
Excellency  by  whose  wise  and  energetic  councils  the  rapa- 
cious designs  of  lawless  ambition  have  been  successfully 
frustrated,  and  the  rights  aad  happiness  of  millions  have  been 
firmly  secured  and  established. 

From  the  period  of  time  when  the  authority  of  the  British 
nation  was  first  acknowledged  in  various  parts  of  the  fertile 
and  extensive  provinces  of  Hindostan,  to  whatsover  quarter 
the  skill  and  bravery  of  its  generals  directed  the  march  of  its 
armies,  victory  and  success  like  willing  servants  have  ever 
accompanied  their  movements  and  waited  upon  their  progress. 

The  several  exalted  personages  who  have  superintended 
the  government  of  these  heaven  bestowed  dominions,  as 
well  as  the  subordinate  officers  who  have  conducted  the 
detail  of  the  civil  administration  by  the  strictest  principles  of 
justice,  honour  and  integrity,  have  consulted  the  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  every  class  of  the  honourable  Company's 
subjects,  and  by  the  establishment  of  regulations  calculated 
to  ensure  the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  conquered  countries,  have  secured  the 
approbation  of  their  Creator. 

The  advantages  resulting  from  this  distribution  of  justice 
have  been  demonstrated  by  the  loyalty  and  ready  obedience 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  by  their  consequent  state  of  improved 
prosperity  and  augmented  happiness. 

Praised  be  the  Almighty  for  all  his  favours,  but  more  espe- 

VOL.  III.  9  B 
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cially  that  at  a  time  when  the  neighbouring  chieftains  jealous 
of  the  power  of  the  British  Government  were  anxious  to 
effect  the  ruin  and  desolation  of  these  fertile  provinces,  He, 
in  his  gracious  Providence  thought  fit  to  select  your  Excel- 
lency to  frustrate  the  ambitious  designs  of  tfie  wicked,  and 
to  secure  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  these  dominions. 

Since  the  period  of  your  Excellency's  auspicious  arrival  in 
this  country,  we  have  beheld  with  gratitude  and  tubniration 
a  BucceBsion  of  splendid  victories  unexampled  in  the  aniuli 
of  former  ages. 

Under  the  providence  of  the  Almighty,  we  attribute  to  your 
Excellency's  unrivalled  wisdom,  prudence  and  energy,  these 
brilliant  successes,  by  the  result  of  which,  numerous  and  ex- 
tensive provinces  have  been  rescued  from  the  tyrannical  swi; 
of  the  Mahratta  chieftains,  and  the  seat  of  Majesty  has  been 
recovered  from  the  rapacious  hands  of  a  powerful  and  ambi- 
tious enemy. 

Our  admiration  at  these  successes  is  augmented  by  the 
reflection  that  former  Emperors  of  Hindoatao  in  the  plenitude 
of  their  power,  possessed  of  numerous  armies,  of  ample  re- 
sources, in  vain  attempted  during  a  period  of  many  years  to 
overpower  those  states,  and  to  reduce  those  fortresses,  wtucb 
under  the  direction  of  your  Excellency,  and  by  the  skill  and 
bravery  of  the  British  Generals,  and  the  British  armies,  have 
been  subdued  in  the  course  of  a  few  months. 

The  f&me  of  these  triumphs,  and  the  renown  of  these  con- 
quests have  reached  the  most  remote  quarters  of  the  world, 
and  with  your  Excellency's  name  will  be  transmitted  vrith 
honour  to  the  latest  posterity. 

Under  these  circumstanceB,  we  beg  leave  with  every  senti- 
ment of  humility,  respect  and  gratitude,  to  offer  to  your 
Excellency  our  heartfelt  congratulations  on  the  attainment  of 
these  signal  successes,  and  to  express  our  earnest  hopes  that 
Almighty  Providence  may  long  preserve  your  Excellency  io 
the  protection  of  these  dominions,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of 
increasing  power,  happiness  and  dignity.* 

Calcutta,  JtUf  9lA  1B04. 

*  The  sigiuture*  to  this  Addrew  comprise  ill  the  Natives  of  wealtbud 
rank  io  the  lower  IVoviDces.— [£U.] 
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ArohUmld  Seton,  £*;.,■  lo  lie  Margueu  fFeUetles. 
My  Lord,  Barelli,  Julr  16,  1804. 

At  a  time  vhen  the  heart  of  every  Briton,  vho  really  felt 
for  the  prosperity  of  his  native  land,  exulted  in  the  brilliant 
success  of  die  measures  adopted  by  your  Excellency,  and 
when  almost  every  class  of  British  subjects  who  were  at  all 
distinguished  by  local  or  official  circumstances,  &om  the  ge- 
neral body  of  their  countrymen,  manifested  its  grateful  and 
patriotic  feelings  in  a  congratulatory  address,  it  might  natu- 
rally be  expected  that  the  gentlemen  stationed  in  the  ceded 
provinces  would  be  anxious  to  be  permitted  to  approach  your 
Excellency  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their  feelings  also, 
upon  an  occasion  still  more  interesting,  if  possible,  to  them, 
than  to  their  fellow  subjects  in  the  lower  provinces  of  Bengal, 
since  the  frontier  situation  of  the  districts  where  they  were 
stationed  during  the  war,  and  their  vicinity  to  the  seat 
thereof,  rendered  them,  in  a  manner,  eye  witnesses  of  the 
important  scene,  and  feelingly  convinced  them  of  the  admira- 
ble policy,  wisdom  and  foresight  of  the  measures,  which,  by 
securing  in  perpetuity  the  tranquillity  of  British  India,  will 
for  ever  render  the  glorious  and  eventful  administration  of 
your  Excellency  an  era  most  dear  to  the  recollection  of  every 
Briton. 

It  was  accordingly  in  agitation  to  adopt  that  mode  of  re- 
spectfully assuring  your  Excellency  how  ardently  we  partim- 
pated  in  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  our  countrymen.  But, 
on  fiirther  consideration,  it  occurred  to  us  that,  however 
gratifying  to  ourselves,  the  measure  would  have  been, — the 
smallness  of  our  number  was  such  as  to  have  prevented  it 
from  being  an  offering  worthy  of  being  presented  to  your 
Excellency ;  and  upon  that  principle,  it  was  deemed  advisa- 
ble to  give  up  the  idea  of  requesting  permission  to  approach 
your  Excellency  with  a  public  address ;  a  line  of  conduct,  to 
which  we  were  further  induced  to  adhere,  by  the  reflection 
that  the  British  inhabitants  of  the  metropoUs  of  British  India 
virtually  included  and  spoke  for  their  absent  countrymen  in 

•  Then  bokling  the  eituatioo  of  Agent  to  tbe  GoTemor..Gener»l  ia  tbe 
ceded  sod  cenqneFed  prorincea. 
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this  quarter;  to  whose  "  respect  and  gratitude  for  the  emi- 
nent virtues  and  exalted  talents  so  successfully  exerted  by 
your  Excellency,  for  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  this  valua- 
ble portion  of  the  British  empirt-,'  no  powers  of  language  can 
do  justice. 

But,  however  insignificant  our  sentiments  and  wishes  might 
have  appeared,  if  conveyed  in  the  form  above  alluded  to,  I 
am  persuaded  your  Excellency  will  not  be  displeased  at  my 
taking  the  liberty  to  assure  you,  in  the  present  more  humble 
manner,  that  our  sensations  on  this  most  interesting  occasion, 
so  justly  dear  to  the  feelings  of  every  real  well  wisher  to  bis 
conntry,  are  ardent,  zealous,  and  sincere ;  that  in  our  hearts 
we  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the  complete  and  bril- 
liant success  which  has  attended  your  measures ;  and  that 
our  patriotic  exultations  are  blended  with  a  sensation  of  the 
most  animated  personal  gratitude  towards  your  Excellency, 
as  the  saviour  of  British  India,  at  a  moment  the  most  critical 
and  arduous  that  had  yet  occurred. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  British  breasts  alone  that  gratitude 
and  admiration  are  confined.  The  nature  of  my  official  si- 
tuation gives  me  frequent  opportunities  of  learning  the  senti- 
ments of  the  natives ;  and  I  can  with  truth  assert,  that  all 
ranks  are  strongly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  general 
benefit  which  will  result  to  India  from  the  present  decided 
preponderance  of  British  influence,  by  completely  checking 
that  spirit  of  predatory  warfare,  which  has  long  desolated  its 
fairest  provinces ;  and  by  introducing  tranquillity,  regulation 
and  order  into  countries  which,  almost  from  time  immemorial 
have  been  the  seat  of  war,  anarchy,  and  rapine. 

But,  what  the  more  enlightened  natives  are  particularly 
fond  of  dwelling  upon,  is  the  humanity  with  which  the  war 
has  been  conducted,  and  the  salutary  relief  and  protection 
which  it  has  been  the  immediate  means  of  affording  to  many 
illustrious  families  that  had  long  been  the  victims  of  Mahratta 
oppression,  combined  with  French  rapacity.  In  discussing 
the  subject,  they  appear  to  have  a  rational  and  well  founded 
satisfaction  in  contrasting  the  conduct  of  the  present  posses- 
sors of  Delhi  with  that  of  its  former  conquerors.  The  mise- 
ries which  the  inhabitants  of  that  unfortunate  city  suffered 
when  captured  by  Tamerlane,  Nadir  Shah,  and  Ahmed  Shah 
Abdallee,  are  well  known  to  all  ranks  of  natives.     "  It  was 
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reserved,"  they  remark,  "  for  a  Britdsh  conqueror  to  exhibit 
the  rare  instance  of  conquering,  not  to  destroy,  but  to  pre- 
serve." The  entry  of  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in- 
cbief  into  Delhi  was  an  event  no  less  glorious  to  himself  and 
to  his  victorious  army  than  desirable  to  the  inhabitants  of 
that  capital ;  who  felt,  that  to  be  placed  under  British  pro- 
tection, was  to  them  the  first  of  blessings. 

Such  is  the  language  held  by  the  native  inhabitants  of  a 
country  which,  by  the  enlightened  policy  and  energetic  mea- 
sures of  your  Excellency,  has  been  dehvered  from  the  cala- 
mities of  anarchy,  injustice,  and  oppression. 

With  a  fervent  and  heartfelt  wish,  that,  in  addition  to  a 
nation's  gratitude,  your  Excellency  may  long  enjoy  every 
happiness  and  prosperity  which  this  world  can  afford,  i  have 
the  honour  to  be.  My  Lord, 

your  Excellency's  most  obUged  and 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
Archibald  Setoh. 


3X(  H/arjutM  B^ellaley  to  Lieut. -General  Lake. 
Sib,  Fort  William,  M»rch  9,  1804. 

With  the  most  sincere  satisfaction,  I  have  the  honour  to 
comply  with  the  request  of  this  great  and  respectable  settle- 
ment, in  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  the  testimony  of  gra- 
titude and  admiration  contained  in  the  unanimous  resolution 
of  a  general  meeting  of  the  British  inhabitants  of  Calcutta. 

The  most  sacred  principles  of  public  duty,  united  with  un- 
alterable sentiments  of  friendship  and  affectionate  attach- 
ment, excite  in  my  mind  an  anxious  solicitude  for  your  Ex- 
cellency's welfare,  happiness,  and  fame.  Your  Excellency's 
splendid  and  valuable  achievements  demand  every  public 
honour  from  the  justice  and  gratitude  of  your  country.  No 
duty  can  be  so  acceptable  to  me  as  that  of  conveying  to  you 
the  deserved  reward  of  your  arduous  services.  I  therefore 
trust,  that  your  Excellency  will  accept,  with  satisfaction,  the 
unanimous  testimony  of  pubhc  respect,  offered  to  you  in  the 
enclosed  resolution ;  and  that  you  will  receive  with  pleasure 
my  cordial  and  zealous  approbation  of  the  just  and  laudable 


Digitized  by  Google 


614  TBI  LORD  HIOH  CHANCELLOR  TO  May, 

sentimentB  expressed  on  this  occasion  by  the  Britisb  inhabi- 
tants of  the  capital  of  the  British  possessions  in  India. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
your  Excellency's  most  futhfiil  servant, 

Wellbslet, 


Liaa.-Gmeral  Ltthe't  Repljf  to  the  Marquatt  /retie$lef. 

Head  QuarMn,  Camp  st  Rbamf^, 
Mr  Lord,  Mvch  20, 1804. 

I  have  received,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  sincere  plea- 
sure, your  Lordship's  letter,  conveying  to  me  the  resolution 
of  a  general  meeting  of  the  British  inhabitants  of  Calcutta, 
to  honour  me  with  a  valuable  testimony  of  their  respect  and 
approbation. 

Whilst  I  participate  in  that  just  triumph,  which  has  its  origin 
in  the  general  prosperity,  and  in  the  increase  of  the  power  and 
glory  of  our  country,  I  feel  the  satisfaction  which  had  arisen 
from  the  success  of  my  exertions  in  conducting  the  late  cam- 
paign in  Hindostan,  greatiy  enhanced  by  so  honourable  a 
testimony  of  esteem,  irom  a  large  and  respectable  settlement. 

The  public  applause,  admiration  and  gratitude,  have  been 
justly  exdted  by  the  foresight,  wisdom  and  energy  of  your 
Lordship's  coundls ;  and  I  experience  a  pride  and  pleasure 
which  can  only  terminate  with  my  existence,  in  having  con- 
tributed to  conduct  your  Lordship's  meaaiu^s  to  a  termina- 
tion fraught  with  benefits  at  once  the  most  splendid,  the 
most  stable,  and  the  most  important. 

The  esteem  and  applause  of  our  country  form  the  best 
motives  to  animate  our  exertions,  and  are  the  great  and 
wished-for  reward  of  every  pubhc  service.  To  be  honoured, 
therefore,  with  an  expression  of  these  sentiments,  in  a  public 
and  unanimous  resolution  of  so  respectable  a  body  of  my 
countrymen,  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  every  principle  of 
public  duty. 

The  manner  in  which  this  resolution  has  been  transmitted 
to  me,  the  expressions  of  your  Lordship's  friendship  which 
have  accompanied  it,  and  the  high  approbation  with  which 
my  exertions  have  l>een  honoured,  are  circumstances  gratify- 
ing beyond  expression  to  the  warmest  feelings  of  my  heart 

I  beg  leave  to  offer  to  your  Lordship  assurances  of  my 
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affectionate  attacbinent,  and  of  my  sincere  sense  of  repeated 
obligations  j  whilst  I  request  the  favour  of  your  Lordship  to 
convey  to  the  British  mhabitantB  of  Calcutta  my  most  grate- 
ful acknowledgements  for  the  flattering  opinion  they  entertain 
of  my  services,  and  for  the  distinguished  mark  of  partiality 
and  regard  with  which  they  have  honoured  me.  I  most  ar- 
dently hope  that  they  will  continue  in  the  same  career  of 
prosperity  and  success  in  which  they  have  advanced  to  their 
present  exalted  situation  of  importance,  opulence,  and  gran- 
deur. I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

your  Ijordship's  most  faithful  bumble  servant, 
G.  Lake. 


No.  CLXXXIU. 


Tk«  [Ught  Hon.  Lord  EUon  to  the  JUarqueu  »'elletley. 
My  Lord,  House  of  Lorda,  3<1  May,  1804. 

In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  House  of  Lords,  I 
have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  several 
inclosed  resolutions  of  that  House,  expressive  of  its  high 
sense  of  the  great  and  important  services  rendered  to  the 
empire,  by  the  late  illuBtrious  operations  in  India. 

I  beg  your  Lordship  to  be  assured  that  whilst  I  feel  pride 

and  satisfaction  in  being  the  instrument  of  conveying  the 

gratitude  of  the  House  towards  all  those  to  whom  the  House 

has  been  pleased  to  expresH  that  gratitude,  I  cannot  but 

more  especially  rejoice  that  I  am  called  upon  to  conununlcate 

to  your  Lordship  those  testimonies  of  your  country's  applause 

which  your  Lordship's  great  services  have  earned  front  its 

justice.        I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sincere  attachment, 

Your  Lordsfaip's 

moat  faithful  friend  and  obedient  humble  servant, 

Eldon. 


Die  Joria,  3°  Maij,  1804. 
Resolved,  Nemine  Dissentiente,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  in  Parliament  assembled,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  the  most  honourable  Richard  Marquess 
Wellesley,  Governor-General  of  the  British  posfleseions  in  the 
East  Indies,  for  the  zeal,  energy  and  ability,  with  which  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


616  THE  1UR4UESS  WELLESLEY  TO  May, 

military  resourcee  of  the  British  empire  in  India  have  been 
recently  applied,  under  his  direction,  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  against  the  confederate  forces  of  Scindiah  and  the  Ri^ah 
of  Berar ;  and,  that  this  House  doth  eminenUy  attribute  the 
brilHant  and  glorious  successes,  which  have  crowned  our 
arms  in  that  quarter  of  the  glohe,  to'  the  vigorous  and  c<Hn- 
prehensire  system  of  measures  pursued  by  the  Marqueaa 
Wellesley  for  bringing  the  various  armies  with  promptitude 
and  effect  into  the  field. 

Resolved,  Nemine  Dissentiente,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Clive,  late 
Governor  of  the  settlement  of  Fort  St.  George,  for  his  zealous, 
cordial,  and  honourable  concurrence  in  promoting  the  military 
operations  which,  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  have 
been  attended  in  every  part  of  India  with  an  uninterrupted 
series  of  the  most  signal  and  splendid  victories ;  and  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  do  give  his  Lordship  the  same,  when  his 
Lordship  is  in  his  place  in  this  House. 

Resolved,  Nemine  Dissentiente,  by  the  Lords  Spirit-ial  and 
Temporal  in  Parliament  assembled,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  Jonathan  Duncan,  Esquire,  Governor  of 
Bombay,  who,  by  his  promptitude  and  activity  in  employing  the 
resources  and  power  of  that  Presidency,  has  materially  contri- 
buted to  the  glorious  success  of  the  British  arms  in  India. 

Resolved,  Nemine  Dissentiente,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  in  Parliament  assembled.  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  General  Gerard  Lake,  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  his  Majesty's  and  of  the  Company's  forces  in  loilia, 
for  the  eminent  judgment,  active  spirit,  and  invincible  intre- 
pidity manifested  by  him  in  the  command  of  the  army  serving 
in  Hindostan,  by  which  he  has  maintained  the  honour  of  the 
British  nation,  and  reflected  such  additional  lustre  on  the 
reputation  of  the  British  arms. 

Resolved,  Nemine  Dissentiente,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  in  Parhament  assembled.  That  the  th&nks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  Major-General  the  honourable  Frederick 
St.John,  for  his  courage  and  steadiness  in  seconding  the  efforts 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  Hindostan ;  and  ulao,  to  Major 
General  the  honourable  Arthur  Wellesley,  for  the  many  impor- 
tant, brilliant  and  memorable  services  atchieved  by  him  in  the 
command  of  the  separate  army  within  the  Deccan ;  and  also,  to 
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the  seraral  oflScers  of  the  Ktmy,  both  European  and  native,  for 
their  gallant  conduct  and  meritorious  exertions,  during  the  ar- 
duous, honourable,  and  successful  campaign  m  the  East  Indies. 
Resolved,  Nemine  Bissentiente,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  in  Parliament  assembled,  That  this  House  doth 
highly  approve  and  acknowledge  the  zeal,  discipline,  and 
bravery  uniformly  displayed  by  the  non-commissioned  Officers 
and  private  soldiers,  both  European  and  native,  employed 
against  the  enemy  in  the  East  Indies ;  and  that  the  same  be 
signified  to  them  by  the  Commanders  of  the  several  corps, 
who  are  desired  to  thank  them  for  their  exemplary  and  gallant 
behaviour. 


The  Marqaeu  fTelletlej/  to  the  Right  Hoaourable  Lord  Eldon,  Lord  Nigh 
Chancellor,  ifc,  ^, 

My  Lord,  Fart  William,  Msy  dOth,  1806. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Lordship's  letter,  transmitting  to  me  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Lords  of  the  3d  of  May  1804,  respecting  the  opera- 
tions of  his  Majesty's  and  the  honourable  Company's  forces 
in  India  against  the  Mahratta  confederates. 

Those  Resolutions  together  with  your  Lordship's  letter, 
were  immediately  published  to  the  army,  and  I  have  since 
forwarded  the  separate  resolutions  to  the  public  officers,  whom 
their  Lordship's  havebeen  pleased  to  distinguish  by  the  honour 
of  their  particular  approbation,  copies  of  my  letters  on  this 
occasion  and  of  such  answers  as  I  have  received,  are  enclosed 
in  this  despatch  for  the  information  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  unanimous  approbation  which  the  House  of  Lords 
have  been  pleased  to  express  of  the  late  miUtary  operations 
in  India,  cannot  fail  to  perpetuate  the  spirit  of  public  zeal 
which  animated  the  exertions  of  the  general  officers  and 
soldiers,  employed  in  the  war. 

I  request  your  Lordship  to  submit  to  the  House  of  Lords 
with  every  expression  of  respect  my  grateful  acknowledgments 
of  the  favour  manifested  towards  me  by  their  Lordships,  in 
distinguishing  my  hiunble  services  by  the  high  testimony  of 
their  approbation.  At  the  same  time,  I  trust  that  your  Lord- 
ship will  accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  great  additional 
distinction  conferred  upon   inc    by   the   honourable  terms. 
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which  your  Lordship  haa  been  plewed  to  employ,  in  commu- 
nicating to  me  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Lords. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  &c. 
Wellesley. 


No.  CLXxxrv. 


ne  Pight  Hon.  Ckarlet  Jbbott,  Speaker  of  the  Hcutt  of  Commont,  to  the 
Jltarguut  l^eUetltj/. 

House  of  CommoDa,  London, 
My  Lord,  Maj  4th,  1804. 

In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  House  of  Commons 
of  the  united  Kingdom  of  Great  Britiun  and  Ireland,  I  have 
the  honour  of  transmitting  their  resolution  of  thanks  to  your 
Lordship  for  the  zeal,  energy  and  abiHty  with  which  the  mi- 
litary resources  of  the  BriUsh  empire  in  India  have  been  re- 
cently applied  under  your  Lordship's  direcUtm,  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war  against  the  confederate  forces  of  Scindiah 
and  the  Rajah  of  Berar;  this  house  eminently  attributing  the 
brilliant  and  glorious  successes  which  hare  crowned  our  arms 
in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  to  the  vigorous  and  comprehen- 
sive system  of  measures  pursued  by  your  Lordship  for  bring- 
ing the  various  armies  with  promptitude  and  effect  into  the 
field. 

This  House  has  also  given  its  thanks  to  Lord  Clive,  the  late 
governor  of  the  settlement  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  to  Jona- 
than Duncan,  Esq.,  Governor  of  Bombay  respectively,  for 
their  zealous  concurrence  and  activity  in  promoting  the  miU- 
tary  operations  which,  under  your  Lordship's  auspices,  have 
been  attended  with  an  uninterrupted  series  of  signal  and 
splendid  victories. 

I  am  also  commanded  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the 
unanimous  thanks  of  this  House  to  General  Lake,  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  his  Majesty's  and  the  Company's  forces 
in  India,  to  Major-General  St.  John,  to  Major-Gcneral  Wel- 
lesley, and  to  the  several  officers  uf  the  army,  both  European 
and  native,  employed  under  them,  expressed  in  terms  which 
characterize  the  just  sense  which  this  House  entertains  of 
their  highly  distinguished  and  ever  memorable  services. 
To  these  votes  is  further  added  an  unanimous  resolution 
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of  the  house,  deoSaring  its  high  approbatum  and  acbiowledg- 

ment  of  the  zeal,  discipline,  and  bravery  displayed  by  the 
non-coDunissioned  officers  and  private  soldiers,  both  Euro- 
pean and  native,  employed  against  the  enemy ;  and  desiring 
the  commanders  of  the  several  corps  to  thank  them  for  their 
exemplary  and  gallant  behaviour. 

In  transmitting  these  resolntions  to  your  Lordship,  I  can- 
not refrain  from  bearing  testimony  to  the  sentiments  of  uni- 
versal admiration  with  which  this  nation  has  heard  of  the 
heroic  achievements  of  their  brave  countrymen  in  the  East, 
and  the  rai^d  succession  of  their  triumphs  throughout  the 
wide  extent  of  one  short  campaign,  planned,  executed,  and 
consummated  in  a  manner  which,  at  the  same  time  that  it  raises 
a  splendid  and  lasting  monument  of  our  military  glory,  must 
teach  surrounding  nations  to  stand  in  dread  of  our  arms,  and 
materially  contribute  at  this  eventfiil  period  to  the  strength 
and  security  of  every  part  of  our  empire. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  faithful  and 
obedient  servant, 
Charles  Abbott. 


Hani*  of  the  Hvue  of  Commont- 

Jovia,  3  die  Muj,  1804. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Hodse  be  given  to  the 
most  noble  Richard  Marquess  Wellesley,  Governor-General 
of  the  British  possessions  in  the  East  Indies,  for  the  zeal, 
energy  and  ability  wi^  which  the  military  resources  of  the 
British  empire  in  India  have  been  recently  applied,  under  his 
direction,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  against  the  confede- 
rate forces  of  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar;  and  that 
this  house  doth  eminently  attribute  the  brilliant  and  glorious 
successes  which  have  crowned  our  arms  in  that  quarter  of  the 
globe,  to  the  vigorous  and  comprehensive  system  of  measures 
pursued  by  Marquess  Wellesley,  for  brining  the  various 
armies  with  promptitude  and  effect  into  the  field. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Clive,  late  Governor  of  the  settlement  of 
Fort  St.  George,  for  his  zealous,  cordial,  and  honourable  con- 
currence in  promoting  the  military  operations  which,  since 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  have  been  attended  in  every 
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part  of  India  with  an  uninterrupted  seriea  of  the  most  signal 
and  splendid  TictorieB. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Jona- 
than Duncan,  Esq.,  Governor  of  Bombay,  who,  by  bis  prompt 
titude  and  activity  in  employing  the  resources  and  power  of 
that  Presidency,  has  materially  contributed  to  the  gloriooi 
success  of  the  British  arms  in  India. 

Resolved,  Nemine  Contradicentei-^Tliat  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  Greneral  Gerard  Lake,  Conunander-iiHibief 
of  his  Majesty's  and  of  the  Company's  forces  in  India,  far 
the  eminent  judgment,  active  spirit,  and  invincible  intrepidity, 
manifested  by  him  in  the  command  of  the  army  serving  in 
Hindostan,  by  which  he  has  mainttuned  the  honour  of  the 
British  nation,  and  reflected  such  additional  lustre  on  the 
reputation  of  the  British  arms. 

Resolved,  Nemine  Contradicente, — ^Tfaat  the  thanks  of  diis 
House  be  given  to  Major-General  the  honorable  Frederick 
St.  John,  for  his  courage  and  steadiness  in  seconding  the 
efforts  of  the  Commander-in-chief  in  Hindostan;  and  also  to 
Major-General  the  honorable  Arthur  Wellesley,  for  the  many 
important,  brilliant,  and  memorable  services  achieved  by  htm 
in  the  command  of  the  separate  army  within  the  Deccan; 
and  also  to  the  several  officers  of  the  army,  both  European 
and  native,  for  their  gallant  conduct  and  meritorious  exer- 
tions during  the  arduous,  honourable,  and  successful  cam- 
paign in  the  East  Indies. 

Resolved,  Nemine  Contradicente,— That  this  House  doth 
highly  approve  and  acknowledge  the  zeal,  discipline  and 
bravery,  uniformly  displayed  by  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  private  soldiers,  both  European  and  native,  employed 
against  the  enemy  in  the  East  Indies ;  and  that  the  same  be 
signified  to  them  by  the  commanders  of  the  several  corps, 
who  are  desired  to  thank  them  for  their  exemplary  and  gal* 
lant  behaviour. 

Ordered,  that  the  said  resolutions  be  transmitted  by  Mr. 
Speaker  to  the  Marquess  Wellesley,  Governor-General  of 
the  British  possessions  in  the  East  Indies,  and  that  his  Lord- 
ship be  desired  to  communicate  the  said  resolutions  to  the 
Governor-General  and  other  officers  referred  to  therein. 
J.  Ley, 
Oh.  D.  Dom.  Com. 
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7^t  Marqueu  fTeUetley  lo  the  Right  Hun.  Charlei  Abbon,  Speaker  of  the 

Hoa$e  fif  Commont. 
Sir,  Fort  William,  May  30.  1806. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter,  under  date  the  4th  of  May  1804,  transmitting  the 
resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  3d  May  1804, 
respecting  the  late  military  operations  in  India  against  the 
confederate  Mahratta  powers. 

Your  letter,  together  with  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  has  been  published  in  general  orders,  and  the 
separate  resolutions  of  the  house  have  been  transmitted  to 
the  several  public  officers  distinguished  by  that  high  honour. 
Copies  of  my  letters  transmitting  those  resolutions,  and  of 
such  answers  as  I  have  received,  accompany  this  letter. 

I  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  submit  to  the  House 
of  Commons  the  dutiful  sense  of  gratitude  and  respect  with 
which  I  receive  this  honourable  testimony  of  the  approbation 
of  the  House. 

The  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  this  occa- 
«oD  are  calculated  to  confirm,  in  every  branch  of  the  civil 
and  military  service  in  India,  those  sentiments  of  zealous  at- 
tachment to  the  public  interests  and  honour  which  have  dis- 
tinguished the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  and  the  honourable 
Company's  servants  during  the  late  war. 

The  expressions  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  employ  in 
transmitting  to  me  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons 
demand  my  most  gratetul  acknowledgments,  and  constitute  a 
considerable  addition  to  the  honour  conferred  by  the  com- 
mands of  the  House. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  respect,  &c. 

Wellbsley. 


No.  CLXXXV. 


yote  of  Thank*  from  the  Court  (^  Directvrt  <^  Ike  Compantf  to  the 
Marque**  H'eUeileg. 

At  a  Court  of  Directors  held  on  Friday  the  18th  May, 
1804: 
Resolved,  That  the  Court  taking  into  consideration  the 
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(leBpatchea  relative  to  the  late  brilliaiit  successes  in  the  East 
Indies,  in  the  war  with  the  Mahratta  chieftains  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindiab,  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  without  entering  at  present 
into  the  origin  or  pohcy  of  that  war, 

The  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  the  most  noble  the 
Marquess  Wellesley,  Governor-General  for  the  zeal,  vigour, 
activity  and  ability,  which  be  displayed  in  preparing  the 
armies  at  the  several  Presidencies  to  take  the  field,  and  to 
which  may  be  attributed  in  a  great  measure,  the  rapid  and 
brilliant  successes  of  the  military  operations  which  have 
crowned  the  British  arms  in  the  East  Indies. 


No.  CLXXXVI. 

folf  of  Tkanlu  e/ the  CourKt/' Proprielort  of  lie  E<ul  India  Compaaj/. 

At  a  General  Court  of  Proprietors  held  on  Tuesday  the 
SSdofMay,  1804: 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  this  Court  taking  into  eonsi- 
deratton  the  despatches  relative  to  the  late  brilliant  successes 
in  the  East  Indies,  in  the  war  with  the  Mahratta  chieftaina 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  without 
entering  at  present  into  the  prigin  and  policy  of  that  war,  the 
documents  respecting  which  are  not  yet  before  the  Court,  the 
thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  the  most  noble  the  Marquess 
Wellesley,  Governor-General,  for  the  zeal,  vigour,  activity 
and  ability,  which  he  displayed  in  preparing  the  annies  at 
the  several  Presidencies  to  take  the  field,  and  to  which  may 
be  attributed  in  a  great  measure,  the  rapid  and  brilliant  suc- 
cesses of  the  military  operations  which  have  crowned  the 
British  arms  in  the  East  Indies. 


Calcutta  Gazette  Etnraordinmy. 

26  Ortober,  1804. 
The  Governor-General  in  Council,  Captain-General,  and 
Commander-in-Chief,  &c.  has  the  satisfaction  to  publish  to 
the  army,  by  order  of  the  honourable  Court  of  Directors, 
the  following  Resolutions  of  the  honourable  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, and  of  the  General  Court  of  Proprietors,  commu- 
mcated  in  the  commands  of  the  honourable  Court  of  Di- 
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rectors,  signified  to  the  Govemor-General  in  Council,  under 
date  1st  of  June  1804. 

At  a  Court  of  Directors,  the  18th  May,  1804. 

Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  Ge- 
neral Gerard  Lake,  Commander-in-Chief  of  his  Majesty's 
and  of  the  Company's  forces  in  India,  for  the  great  and  emi- 
nent services,  and  the  invincible  intrepidity  and  spirit  mani- 
fested by  him  in  the  command  of  the  army  serving  in 
HindoBtan;  by  which  he  has  maintained  the  honour  of  the 
British  nation,  and  reflected  such  additioDal  lustre  on  the 
reputation  of  the  British  arms. 

Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  Major- 
General  ^e  honourable  Frederick  Sl  John,  for  his  courage 
and  steadiness  in  seconding  the  efforts  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  Hindostan ;  and  also  to  Major-General  the  honour- 
able Arthur  Wellesley,  for  the  important  and  brilliant  ser^ 
vices  performed  by  him  in  the  command  of  the  separate  army 
within  the  Deccan ;  and  also  to  the  several  officers  of  the 
army,  both  European  and  Native,  for  their  gallant  conduct 
and  meritorious  exertions  during  the  arduous,  honourable, 
and  successful  campaign  in  the  East  Indies. 

Resolved,  that  this  Court  doth  highly  approve  and  ac- 
knowledge the  zeal,  discipUne,  and  bravery  uniformly  dis- 
played by  the  non-conmiissioned  officers  and  private  soldiers, 
both  European  and  Native,  employed  against  the  enemy  in 
the  East  Indies ;  and  that  the  same  be  signified  to  them  by 
the  commanders  of  the  several  corps,  who  are  desired  to 
thank  them  for  their  exemplary  and  gallant  behaviour.* 


Tie  Bfarqueu  ffelletley  to  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Director*. 

Honourable  Sirs,  Fort  WUliam,  March  23d,  1806. 

The  resolutions  of  your  honourable  Court  passed  on  the 
18th  of  May  1804,  and  of  the  general  Court  of  Proprietors 
passed  on  the  2Sd  of  the  same  month,  on  the  subject  of  the 
military  operations  in  India,  during  the  late  war  with  Dowlut 

*  A  timilwTote  of  thanks  to  Oeueral  Lake  sod  the  ann;  was  paued  by 
the  CoDTt  of  Proprietors,  the  only  differeoce  btAag  tbe  tronl  "  kmw- 
RMtwIy"  in  the  luter,  which  ww  not  inserted  in  the  former. — [Ed."] 
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Rao  SdniUali,  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  were  receired  9t  Fort 
William  in  the  month  of  October  18(>t. 

2.  I  request  your  honourable  Court  to  accept  tny  humble 
thanks  for  the  honour  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  confer 
upon  me  by  your  resolution,  and  to  submit  to  the  honourable 
the  Court  of  Proprietors,  my  dutiful  sense  of  the  favour  by 
which  they  have  distinguished  my  conduct  In  the  discharge 
of  my  public  duty  during  the  important  crisis  of  the  late  war. 

3.  In  pursuance  of  the  commands  of  your  honourable 
Court,  the  resolutions  of  thanks  to  his  Excellency  the  right 
honourable  Lord  Lake,  Commander-in-Chief;  to  Majors 
General  the  honourable  Frederick  St.  John  ;  to  Major-Gene- 
rol  the  honourable  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  K.B.,  and  to  the 
officers  and  men  employed  in  Hindostan,  uid  in  the  Deccan, 
were  published  in  general  orders  to  the  army,  and  in  an 
extraordinary  gazette  of  the  S6th  of  October,  1804^  ofwhidi 
a  copy  b  annexed  to  this  letter. 

4.  Your  honourable  Court  will  observe  that  the  resolutiom 
by  which  your  honourable  Court,  and  the  Court  of  Proprie- 
tors, hare  been  pleased  to  signify  your  approbation  of  my 
conduct,  are  not  published  in  diose  orders. 

5.  I  have  never  been  required  to  offer  a  greater  or  more 
painful  sacrifice  to  public  duty  than  that  by  which  I  renounced 
the  satisfaction  of  publishingin  India,  the  marks  of  approbation 
and  honour  conferred  upon  me  by  your  honourable  Court, 
and  by  the  Court  of  Proprietors;  but  it  appeared  to  me  to  be 
necessary  to  submit  the  high  personal  distinction  which  I 
should  have  derived  from  such  a  publication,  to  more  impor- 
tant considerations  of  the  public  safety,  and  of  the  interests 
of  the  Company,  and  of  the  nation  in  India. 

6.  The  determination  expressed  in  those  resolutions  to 
withhold  all  judgment  upon  the  original  justice,  necessity  and 
policy  of  the  war,  could  not  have  been  published  in  India  by 
a  formal  act  of  this  government,  without  conveying  an  univer- 
sal impression  of  doubt  and  ambiguity  respecting  the  stability 
of  every  arrangement  connected  with  the  progress  and  success 
of  our  arms.  The  permanency  of  all  the  treaties  of  peace, 
partition,  subsidy,  and  alliance  must  have  been, exposed  to 
hazard  by  such  a  public  declaration,  proceeding  from  the 
high  authority  of  your  honourable  Court,  and  of  the  Court  .of 
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Proprietors,  and  announced  by  your  gOTemment  in  India  to 
all  your  subjecta,  dependents  and  allies. 

7.  The  public  and  formal  reservation  of  your  judgment 
upon  the  justice  of  tbe  war  necessarily  would  have  involved 
the  possibility  of  your  future  condemnation  of  the  cause  in 
vhich  the  British  arms  had  been  employed.  It  could  not  be 
supposed  that  either  your  honourable  Court,  or  the  Court  of 
Proprietors  would  try  the  justice  of  our  cause  by  the  success 
of  our  arms :  the  prosperous  result  of  the  war  therefore  could 
not  have  removed  the  doubts  of  its  justice  arising  from  the 
reservations  expressed  in  your  resolutions ;  and  the  irresisti- 
ble inference  in  the  minds  of  all  the  na.tive  states  would  have 
been,  that  your  honourable  Court  and  the  Court  of  Proprie- 
tors might  ultimately  censure  the  whole  transaction ;  wliile 
tbe  general  fame  of  your  equity  and  magnanimity  would  have 
precluded  any  supposition  that  in  condemning  the  justice  of 
our  cause,  you  would  retain  tbe  <ruits  of  our  success,  or  enjoy 
the  benefits  of  the  peace,  while  you  repudiated  the  necessity 
and  policy  of  the  war. 

8.  The  wisdom  and  prudence  of  your  honourable  Court 
will  anticipate  the  confusion  and  disorder  which  must  have 
arisen  among  the  native  powers  if  any  doubt  had  been  cast 
(without  your  express  commands)  by  the  public  authority  of 
this  government  upon  the  stability  of  a  settlement  of  peace, 
concluded  with  the  utmost  degree  of  solemnity  at  tbe  close  of 
a  most  awful  contest  in  arms,  embracing  the  interests  of 
every  principal  state  in  India,  and  establishing  a  comprehen- 
sive system  of  alliance  and  political  relation  over  every  region 
and  province  of  Hindostan  and  the  Deccan. 

9.  If  the  origin  and  policy  of  the  war  shall  ultimately  be 
condemned,  and  the  treaties  of  peace,  partition,  subsidy  and 
alliance  shall  finally  be  abrogated  by  the  commands  of  your 

.  honourable  Court,  those  commands  will  be  issued  in  such 
terms  and  accompanied  by  such  arrangements  as  shall  render 
the  execution  of  your  orders  an  additional  bulwark  to  the 
public  safety,  and  a  fresh  security  to  the  public  faith.  During 
whatever  interval  of  time  your  honourable  Court  may  be 
pleased  to  suspend  your  determination,  it  would  neither  be 
consistent  with  the  welfare  of  tbe  honourable  Company  in 
India,  nor  with  tbe  respect  due  to  your  high  authority,  that 
one  of  your  servants,  for  the  gratification  of  personal  ambi- 
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tion  by  the  oetentatious  display  of  the  honours  which  you 
liad  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  him,  should  pursue  a  coarse 
which  might  embarrass  the  free  and  deliberate  exercise  of 
your  wisdom  and  justice  in  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  the  national  interests  and  honour;  or  that,  by  a  premattue 
and  unseasonable  publication  of  your  favourable  acceptance 
of  his  services,  the  same  servant  should  risk  the  main  object 
of  those  services,  and  endanger  the  immediate  security  of  i 
great  political  system  of  arrangement  which  it  may  possibly 
be  your  future  pleasure  to  confirm. 

10.  With  these  sentiments  I  have  reluctantly  determined 
to  deny  myself  the  honour  of  publishing  the  resolutions  of 
your  honourable  Court  and  of  the  Court  of  Proprietors,  con- 
ferring personal  distinctions  upon  my  conduct,  until  I  shall  be 
satisfied  that  these  marks  of  your  favour  towards  me  can  be 
announced  in  India  without  injury  to  your  interests  or  embar- 
rassment to  your  ultimate  decision. 

11.  The  votes  of  both  houses  of  parliament  being  entirely 
silent  respecting  the  origin,  policy,  justice,  and  necessity  of 
the  war,  and  expressing  no  reservation  on  any  of  those  im- 
portant topics,  I  have  published  all  the  resolutions  of  the 
Lords  and  Commons  in  general  orders,  without  any  appre- 
hension of  the  dangers  described  in  the  preceding  paragraphs 
of  this  letter, 

12.  I  trust  that  your  honourable  Court  and  the  Court  of 
Proprietors  will  receive  with  favour  the  repeated  expression 
of  my  sincere  gratitude  for  the  honour  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  bestow  upon  me,  and  of  my  deep  concern  that 
the  object  of  your  liberal,  generous,  and  public  spirited 
views,  in  conferring  those  high  distinctions  upon  your  princi- 
pal servant  in  India,  has  been  suspended  by  his  conscientioui 
aense  of  his  duty  to  you,  to  the  Company,  and  to  tbe  nation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Welleslbt- 


Digitized  by  Google 


Treatu  o^pi^eiaal  mod  general  de/entive  alliance,  delweea  the  Hoaoarabh 
Englun  Eait  India  Company  and  hti  Highneu  the  Peithwa  Badjer  Rao 
Ragonaul  Rao  Pundil  Purdhaun  Bahauder,  hit  children,  heirt  and  tac- 
eeuort.  Mettled  bg  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barry  Clote,  Retident  at  ike  Court 
of  hit  Highnea,  by  tirtueof  the  poieert  delegated  to  him  by  hit  Excel- 
lency the  Mott  Noble  Richard  Marqait  fFeffettey  Knight  of  the  moil 
illaitrioat  order  of  Saint  Patrick,  one  of  hit  Britannic  Majetly't  Moil 
Honourable  Privy  Council,  Governor  General  in  Council,  appointed  ly  the 
HonmtraMe  Court  of  Dtreetori  of  the  taid  company  to  direct  and  conlroul 
all  iheir  affmrt  m  the  Eail  ladiet. — 

Wher«ai,  by  the  bleuing  of  God,  the  rel>tioii>  of  petce,  uid  (riendihip,  have 
uninterrupted!)'  iubsiited  for  a  lenfitb  of  time  between  the  Honour^le  &igliita 
Eut  India  Company  and  h)>  Higfane»  Kao  Pundit  Purdbaun  Bahauder,  and  have 
been  canflrined  at  different  periods,  by  treaties  of  amity  and  union  ;  the  powers 
aforesaid  adverting  to  the  compleiion  of  the  times  have  determined,  with  a  new 
to  the  preservation  of  Qface  and  tranquillity  to  enter  into  a  genend  defensive  alliance, 
br  the  complete  and  reciprocal  protection  of  their  reapective  tenitoHei,  together 
with  those  oftheirseveral  allies  and  dependants,  against  the  unprovcdied  aggression* 
or  uqjust  encroachments  of  all  or  any  eoemiei  whatevei. 

Ahticli  1st.  The  peace,  union  and  friendship,  so  long  subsisting  between  the 
two  states,  shall  be  promoted  and  increased  by  this  treaty,  and  shall  be  perpetual. 
The  friends  and  enemies  of  either,  shall  be  the  friends  and  enemies  of  both,  and  the 
contracting  parties  agree,  that  all  the  former  treaties  and  agreements  between  the 
two  itatea,  now  in  force,  and  not  contrary  to  the  tenour  of  thi«  engagement,  shall 
be  confirmed  by  it. 

Article  2nd.  If  any  power  or  state  whatever,  shall  commit  any  act  of  unpro- 
loked  hostility  oi  aggression  against  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  or  against 
their  respective  dependants  or  allies,  and  alter  due  representatioo,  shall  refuse  to 
enter  into  amicable  explanation,  or  shall  deny  the  just  satisfaction  or  indemnity 
which  the  contracting  parties  shall  have  required,  then  the  contractiog  Parties  will 
proceed  to  concert,  and  prosecute  such  further  measures,  as  the  case  shall  appear 

For  the  mote  distinct  explanation  and  effect  of  this  agreement  the  Governor 
General  in  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Honourable  Company,  hereby  declares,  thai 
the  British  Government  will  never  permit  any  power  or  state  whatever  to  commit 
with  Impunity,  any  act  of  unprovoked  hoatility  or  aggression  against  the  rights  and 
territories  of  his  Highness  Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahauder,  but  will  at  all  times 
maintain  and  defend  the  same,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  rights  and  territorie*  of 
the  Honourable  Company,  are  now  maintained  and  defended. 

Akticlr  3rd.  With  a  view  to  fulOl  this  tieaty  of  geneial  defence  and  protec- 
tion, his  Highness  Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahaudur  agree*  to  receive,  and  the 
Honourable  East  India  Company  to  furnish,  a  permanent  subsidiary  force  of  not 
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leu  tban  six  thouund  ivgiular  native  inluArj,  with  the  uiuftl  propurtioo  of  Held 
pieces,  and  Europ«BD  artillery-iDen  attached,  and  with  the  proper  equipment  of 
warlike  store*  and  unmunition,  which  force  is  to  be  •ceordinglT  itatioiied,  in 
peipetuity  in  hii  said  Highnesses  territories.  < 

Article  4th.  For  the  regular  payment  of  the  whole  eipeace  of  the  said  aub- 
lidiary  force,  his  Highness  Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahauder  hereby  asBigna  aod 
cedes  in  perpetuity  to  the  Honourable  East  India  Company,  all  the  territoiies 
detailed  in  the  schedule  annexed  to  this  treaty. 

Article  5th.  As  it  may  be  found  that  certain  of  the  territorie*  ceded  by  tlie 
foregoing  article 'to  the  Honourable  Company,  may  be  inconvenient  Adid  their 
bitiiBtion,  his  Highness  Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun  Eahauder,  for  the  purpose  of  reoder- 
ing  the  boundary  line  of  the  Honourable  Company's  jrassessions,  a  good  and  wdl 
defined  one,  agrees,  that  such  exchanges  of  talooks  or  lands  shall  be  made  hereafts, 
on  terms  of  a  hdr  valuation  of  their  respective  revenues,  as  the  completion  of  the 
said  purpose  may  require,  and  it  is  agreed  and  covenanted,  that  the  territoriei  to 
be  assigned  and  ceded  to  the  Honourable  Company  by  the  4th  irtide,  or  in  CODM- 
qutncc  of  the  eicbange  slipulalecl  eventually  in  this  article,  aball  be  subject  to  the 
exclusive  iDsnagement  and  authority  of  the  said  company  and  of  their  officers. 

Article  6th.  Notwithstanding  the  total  annual  eipence  of  the  subsidiary  force 
is  estimated  at  2E>  lacs  of  rupees  his  said  Higboesa  hath  agreed  to  cede  by  article 
4lh.  lands  estimated  to  yield  annually  the  sum  of  26  lacs  of  rupees,  the  additional 
lac  being  intended  to  meet  possible  deBcieocies  in  the  revenues  of  the  said  laixb, 
and  save  the  Honourable  Company  from  loss. 

Article  7tfa.  Alter  the  conclusion  of  this  treaty,  and  as  soon  as  the  Britidi 
Resident  shall  signify  to  his  Highness  Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahauder,  that  the 
honourable  Company's  officers  are  prepared  to  take  charge  of  the  districts  ceded  by 
article  4th.  hia  Hi'^hnesi  will  immediately  issue  the  oecessary  Purwannahs  or  orders 
to  his  oHIcers  to  deliver  over  charge  of  the  some  to  the  ofBcen  of  the  honouraUe 
Company,  and  it  is  hereby  agreed,  and  stipulated  that  all  collections  made  by  his 
Highnese's  officers,  subsequently  to  the  date  of  this  treaty,  and  before  the  officeis 
of  the  honourable  Company  studi  have  taken  charge  of  the  said  districts,  shall  be 
carried  to  the  credit  of  the  honouiable  Company  and  all  claims  to  balance  from  the 
said  districts,  referring  to  the  periods  antecedent  to  the  conclusion  of  this  treaty, 
■hsll  be  considered  null  and  void. 

Article  Hth.  All  forts  situated  within  the  districts  to  he  ceded  aa  afoieaaid 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  ofHcers  of  the  honourable  Company  iritb  the  Mid  district* : 
and  his  H^hneu  Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahauder  engi^,  that  the  said  forts  shall 
be  delivered  to  the  honourable  Company  without  being  injured  or  damaged,  aiMl 
with  their  equipment  of  oidoance  stores  and  provisions. 

Article  9th.  Grain  and  all  other  articles  of  consumption,  and  proviaions  and 
■II  sorts  of  material*  for  wearing  apparel  together  with  the  necessary  numbers  of 
cattle,  horses  and  camels,  required  for  the  use  of  the  subsidiary  force  shall  be  en- 
tirely exempted  from  duties,  and  the  commanding  officer,  and  officen  of  the  said 
subsidiary  force  shall  be  treated  In  all  respects  in  a  manner  suited  to  the  dignity 
and  greatness  of  both  states.  The  subsidiary  force  will  at  all  timei  be  ready  to 
execute  services  of  importance — such  as  the  protection  of  the  person  of  his  High- 
ness, his  heirs  and  successors,  the  overawing  and  chastisement  of  rebels,  or  ex- 
citers of  disturbance  in  his  Highness's  dominions,  and  due  correction  of  his  sutjects 
or  dependants,  who  may  withhold  payment  of  the  sircar's  just  chums;  but  it  is  not 
to  be  employed  on  triflingoccosioni,  nor  like  sibundy  to  be  stationed  in  the  country 
to  collect  the  revenues,  nor  against  any  of  the  principal  branches  of  the  Mahiatta 
Empire,  nor  in  levying  contributions  from  Mahratta  dependants  in  the  manner  of 
Hoolkgeery. 

Article  10th.  Whereas  much  inconvenience  has  arisen  from  ceitun  claims 
and  demands  of  the  Mahratta  state,  affecting  the  dty  of  Sural,  it  is  agreed,  that  « 
just  calculation  shall  be  made  of  the  value  of  the  said  claims  by  his  Highneaa  Rao 
Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahadur  and  the  government  of  Bombay ;  and  in  conseqaeoce  of 
the  intinute  friendship  now  established  between  the  contracting  partiea.  His 
Highness  Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahauder  agrees  for  himself,  his  heira  and  suc- 
cesBOTB,  to  relinquish  for  ever,  all  the  rights,  claims,  and  privileges  of  the  Mahratta 
■tote  affecting  the  said  city  of  Surat.  and  all  coUectlonson  that  account  shall  ceaae 
and  determine  from  the  day  on  which  this  treaty  shall  be  conduded ;  in  contideia- 
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tlon  of  which  RCt  of  hlcnibhlp,  the  Honouiable  Eiut  Iiidii  Comput;  >gTe«s,  that 
■  piece  of  land  yielding  t.  lum  equal  to  the  ntimated  value  of  the  njd  claima  of 
the  MahrUta  itate,  shall  lie  deducted  from  the  tUitricta  ceded  by  article  4th.  and 
on  the  Mme  principle,  and  from  similar  considerations,  hit  Highness  further  a^ees, 
that  the  amount  of  the  collections  nude  for  the  Poonih  itUe,  under  the  title  of 
Nagabondy,  in  the  Purfunnahi  of  Chouiuajr  and  Chickly  shall  be  wcertained,  by 
Ml  arerage  taken  from  the  receipts  of  a  certain  number  of  yean,  or  by  such  other 
mode  of  calculation  m  may  be  determined  on ;  and  hit  said  Highness  doth  further 
agree,  fbr  hlnuelf,  hie  hein,  and  auccesaors,  to  relinquish  for  ever  the  Nagabundy 
coUectiona  afoteaaid,  and  tbey  ihall  accordin^y  cease  from  the  conduaion  of  this 
treaty,  and  it  ii  agreed  and  sUpulated  that  a  piece  of  land  yielding  a  sum  equal  to 
the  amount  of  the  said  Nagabundy  collectians,  shall  be  deducted  from  the  districts 
ceded  by  article  4th.  In  the  same  manner  as  stipulated  in  regard  to  the  Choute  of 
Sunt. 

Abticli  1  tth.  Whereas  it  has  been  usual  for  his  Highness  Etao  Pundit  Purd- 
haun  Bahauder  to  enliit  and  retain  in  his  serrice  EuropeaDs  of  different  countries, 
hii  uid  Highness  hereby  agrees  and  stipulates,  that  in  the  event  of  War  breakiag 
out  between  the  English  and  any  European  nation,  and  of  discovery  being  made 
that  any  European  ar  Europeans  in  his  service  belonging  to  such  nation  at  wu 
vvilh  the  English,  shall  have  meditated  injury  towards  the  English,  or  have  entered 
into  intriguea  hostile  to  their  Interest,  such  Europeao  or  Europeans,  so  offending, 
shall  be  discharged  by  his  said  Highness,  and  not  soared  to  reside  in  hii  dominions. 
Ahticli  12th.  Inumiich  as,  by  the  present  treaty,  the  contracting  parties  are 
Iwund  in  ■  general  defensive  alliance,  for  mutual  defence  and  protection  against  all 
enemies,  his  Highness  Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahauder  consequentiy  engages,  never 
to  commit  any  act  of  persooal  hostility  and  aggression  against  his  Highness  the 
Nabob  Asoph  Jah  Bahauder,  or  any  of  the  Honourable  Company's  allies  or  depen- 
dants, or  against  any  of  the  principal  brancbea  of  the  Mahratta  Empire,  or  against 
any  power  whatever,  and  in  the  event  of  differences  arising  whatever  adiui^ent 
the  Company's  Govemntent,  weighing  matters  in  the  tode  oftruUi  and  justice, 
may  determine,  shall  meet  with  full  approbation  and  acquiescence. 

AKTiCLt  13th.  And  whereas  certain  differences,  referring  to  past  transactions, 
arc  known  to  subsist  between  the  Sirkar  of  his  Highness  Rao  Pundit  Purdhaujt 
Bahauder  and  the  Sirkai  of  his  Highness  the  Nabob  Asoph  Jah  Bahauder,  and 
whereas  an  amicable  ai^iutment  of  those  differences  must  be  highly  desirable  for 
the  welfare  and  benefit  of  both  the  said  Sirkors,  his  Highness  Rao  Pundit  Purdbaun 
Bahauder  with  a  view  to  the  above  end.  agrees,  and  accordingly  binds  himself,  hii 
hrin,  and  successors,  to  fulfll  and  conFarm  lo  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
Hahr;  and  his  Highness  Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahauder  further  sgreei,  that  on 
the  ba^  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  said  treaty  of  Mahr,  and  of  the  claims  of  lus 
Highnew  the  Nabob  Asoph  Jah  Bahauder,  to  be  totally  exempted  from  the  pay- 
of  Choute,  the  Honoursjjie  Company's  Government  shall  be  entiUed  to  arbitrate 
and  determine  all  such  points,  as  may  be  in  doubt  or  difference  between  the  Sirkora 
of  their  Highnesses  atrave  mentioned;  and  his  Highness  Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun 
Bahauder  further  agrees,  that  in  the  event  of  any  differences  arising  between  hi* 
govemmentandthnt  ofhis  Highness  the  Nabob  Asoph  Jah  Bahauder,  at  any  future 
period,  the  particulars  of  such  differences  shall  be  communicated  to  the  Honourable 
East  India  Company,  before  any  act  of  hostility  shall  be  committed  on  dther  tide, 
and  the  said  Honourable  Company  interposing  their  mediation,  in  a  way  suitaitle 
to  rectitude,  friendship,  and  union,  and  mindful  of  justice  and  established  usage, 
shall  apply  themselves  to  the  adjustment  of  all  such  differences,  confbrmaUe  to 
propriety  and  truth,  and  shall  brtfig  the  parties  to  a  right  understanding.  And  It 
is  further  agreed,  that  whatever  adjustment  of  any  such  differences  the  Company's 
Government,  weighing  thingsin  the  scale  of  truth  and  ^stice,  shall  determine,  that 
determination  shall,  without  hesitation  or  objection,  meet  with  the  full  approbation 
and  acqufeacence  of  both  parties.  It  is  however  agreed,  that  this  stipulation  shall 
not  prevent  any  amicable  negotiations  which  the  Honourable  Compuiy  and  the 
Courts  of  Poonoh  and  Hyderabad,  respectively,  may  be  desirous  of  opening,  pro- 
vided no  such  negotiation  shall  be  carried  on  between  any  of  the  three  parties, 
without  full  communication  thereof  to  each  other. 

Akticli  14th,  Whereas  a  treaty  of  friendship  and  alliance  has  been  concluded 
between  the  Honourable  Company  and  Rajah  Anund  Row  Ouickwar  Bahauder, 
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and  wbems  tbe  mid  tifttj  ma  mrtkted  uid  eiecated,  witboat  toj'  intcotiDa 
that  it  ahouU  iDfringe  any  o(  the  juat  rights  or  ckima  of  hii  HifbiiCM  Rao  Pundit 
Puidhaun  Bahauder  affecting  tbe  Sirkan  of  tbe  uld  It«j«h,  bii  Mid  Highnr» 
adverting  thereto,  and  alao  to  tbe  intimate  alUance  now  otaUiiiwd  bctweea  the 
contracting  parties,  doth  bmbT  (ormaUj  acknowledge  the  exiKcdce  oTthe  aaid 
treaty  between  tbe  HoooiuraU*  Company  and  R^b  Amind  Row  Ooidtwir 
Bahauder ;  and  inaamuch  m,  by  reaaon  of  certain  ynfiniaiied  tianaactioiH,  tbe 
concliuioD  of  which  baa  been  tiupendcd  tmm  tiioe  to  time,  nrioni  demuodt  and 
p^)ert  of  KcooDtB  are  ftnmd  to  mbaiit  between  the  goTcinment  of  hia  Hisbnea 
Row  Pundit  Purdbaun  Bahauder  and  tbe  Sirkar  of  the  R^jah  afoi'enmtkKied,  hia 
aaid  Higfanen,  placing  full  leliance  on  tbe  impartiality,  truth,  andjoiticc  irfthe 
British  Gtnemment,  doth  hereby  agree,  that  the  said  government  aball  rtamme 
into,  and  finally  adjuit,  the  uid  deroandi  and  papers  of  accounts ;  and  hia  said 
Highmas  further  stipulate*  and  binda  himidf,  bis  heirs,  and  suceeaaors,  to  ahide 
by  nich  adjustment  aa  tbe  bitiab  Gorenunent  shall  scconJiD^y  determine. 

AanCLi  ISth.  Tbe  contiacting  particswiU  employ  all  practicablemeaDsofeon- 
dliation  to  prerent  tbe  calamity  of  war,  and  for  that  purpoae  will,  at  all  timea.  be 
rouly  to  enter  into  amicahle  etplanationi  with  other  states,  and  to  cultinte  and 
improve  the  general  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  all 'the  posrers  of  India, 
according  to  the  trite  spirit  and  tenor  of  this  defensive  treaty.  But  if  a  war  should 
unfortunately  break  out  between  tbe  contracting  parties  and  any  other  power 
whatever,  then  his  Highness  Row  Pundit  Purdbaun  Babiuder  engages,  that  wMi 
the  reserve  of  two  battalioDs  of  Sepoyi,  which  are  to  remain  near  his  Highnesa'a 
person,  the  residue  of  the  Btitiah  subsidiary  force,  consisting  of  four  battalion*  of 
S^ioya  with  their  artillery,  joined  by  six  tbousand  infantry  and  ten  thousand  hoiBe 
of  hit  Higbness's  own  troops,  and  making  together  an  army  of  ten  thousand 
inlantry  and  ten  thousand  cavalry,  with  the  requisite  train  of  artillery  and  vrariike 
stores  of  every  Itind,  aball  be  immediately  put  in  motion,  for  the  purpose  of  oppo- 
sing the  enemy  :  and  his  Highness  likewise  engages  to  employ  every  further  eSort 
in  bis  power,  fur  the  purpose  of  bringing  into  the  fleld,  as  speedily  as  possible,  the 
whole  force  which  be  may  be  able  to  >up]]l  j  from  his  dominions,  with  a  view  to  the 
effectual  protecutian  and  speedy  termination  of  tbe  said  war.  Tbe  Hooooiable 
Company,  in  tbe  same  manner,  engage  on  their  parts,  in  this  case,  to  employ  in 
active  operations  against  the  enemy,  the  largest  force  they  roay  be  able  to  furnish, 
over  and  above  tbe  said  Biibsidisry  force. 

AartCLi  16tb.  Whenever  war  shall  appear  probable,  his  Highness  Rao  Pundit 
Purdbaun  Bahauder  engages  to  collect  as  many  Brinjaries  as  poasible  and  to  slow 
as  much  grain  as  may  be  practicable  in  his  (rontier  garTisonn. 

Article  17th.  Aa,  by  tbe  present  treaty,  the  union  and  friendship  of  tbe  two 
states  is  so  firmly  connected,  that  they  may  be  considered  as  one  and  the  same,  hia 
Highness  Rao  Pundit  Purdbaun  Bahauder  engages  neither  to  commence  nor  to 
pursue  in  future,  any  negoUations  with  any  other  power  whatever,  without  living 
previous  notice,  and  entering  into  mutual  consultation,  with  tbe  Honourable  East 
India  Company's  Government :  and  the  Honourable  Company's  Government,  on 
their  parts,  hereby  declare,  that  they  have  no  manner  of  concn^n  with  any  of  hia 
Highneit'l  children,  relatiana,  subjects,  or  servants,  with  respect  to  whom  hit 
Highness  is  abaotute. 

Abticli  ISth.  lnBBmuchas,by  the  present  treaty  of  general  defensive  alUaactv 
the  ties  of  union  are,  with  tbe  blessing  of  God.  so  dosely  drawn,  that  the  intereali 
of  the  two  states  are  become  identified,  it  is  further  mutually  agreed,  that  if  dis- 
turbances shall  at  any  time  break  out  in  the  districts  ceded  to  the  Honoarable 
Company  by  this  agreement,  his  Highness  Ra<f  Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahauder  diall 
permit  such  a  proportion  of  the  subsidiary  troops,  as  may  be  requisite,  to  be  sn- 
ployed  in  quelling  the  same  Vithin  the  said  districts.  It  disturbances  shall,  at  any 
time,  break  out  in  any  part  of  bis  Highness's  dominions  contiguous  to  theCompany'B 
frontier,  to  whh±  it  might  be  inconvenient  to  detach  any  proportion  of  the  aub- 
sidiary  force,  tbe  British  Goveninient,  in  like  manner,  if  required  by  hia  H%hnta( 
Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahauder,  shall  direct  such  proportion  of  the  troops  of  tbe 
Company,  aa  may  be  most  conveniently  stationed  for  the  purpoae,  to  assist  in 
quelling  the  said  disturbances  within  bii  Higbness's  dominlons- 

Article  19th.  It  la  finally  declared,  that  this  treaty,  which,  according  to  the 
forefoiDg  article*,  is  meant  for  the  support  and  credit  of  hia  said  Highneaa'a 
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GoranmeDt,  uid  to  prGKrrc  it  from  lou  uiil  decline,  ihill  lut  u  long  m  the  hid 
and  moon  ituJl  eadure. 
Signed,  anled,  uid  eidiuiged,  it  Buuin,  the 
Slst  of  December,  Anno  Domini  1802,  oc 
the  6th  of  EUmoum,  Anno  Higeia  1217. 
A  true  Cop;,  B.  Close, 


Schedule  of  the  Territoriei  eeded'm  perpetuity,  bg  Hit  Highneu  Btgee  Roe 

Eagonaut  Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahauder  to  the  Honourable  Enrlith  Eatt 

Jtt£a  Con^i^,  agreeablg  to  the  fourth  Article  of  the  anaeaei  Treatif. 

lit,    From  the  province  of  Gujerat  and  territories  south  thereof: 

Dundoolia,  together  with  Cliooia,  Komapoor,  and  Gogio,  1,05,000 

Cambay,   Cboute,  and  Naasoor,  60,000 

South  of  the  Taptie.  Purniir,  27,000;  Bootseer,  6,200;  Banwann;, 
8,800;  Balsur,  85,000  ;  Parchole,  1,07,000;  Soopa,  5 1 ,000 ;  Saibaun, 
30,000  ;  Wallow,  30,000  ;  Bamdoo  Kutbah,  7,900 ;  Waunada  Cboute, 
7,000;  Dunimpooiy  do.  9,000 :  Surat  do.  43,100 ;  Customs,  33,000. 

Between  the  Taptie  and  Nerbuddah.  Oolpah,  3,16,000 ;  Hsniood, 
B5,OD0 ;  Octisier,  78,000  ;  Nundary  65,000.  Total  South  of  the  Taptie, 
and  between  Taptie  and  Kerb uddali,* 1 0,38,000.  Deduct  twenty  per 
cent,  on  account  of  decrease  of  revenue,  3,07,600.  6,30,400 

Nahabundj  of  Cboumasjr  andCliickle)',  20,000;  Phoolparra,  Coomarria 
Cattergom,  5,000.  25,000 

3d.  From  the  territories  near  the  Toorobuddrah  :  Savancore,  26 
Talooks,  10,22,838;  From  Bankapoor,  5,56,762.  15,79,600 

Grand  Total  36,00,000 

Signed,  sealed,  and  exchanged  at  Bassein,  31st 
December,  Anno  Domini  1803,  or  the  Sth 
R«niZBn,  Anno  Higerte  1317. 

A  tnie  Cofj,  B.  Cijisb. 


Supplemental  to  the  Treaty  of  BMtein,  1803. 

A  treaty,  consisting  of  nineteen  articles,  was  concluded  at  Bsssein,  between  the 
Honourable  Engiirti  East-India  Company  Bahauder  and  his  Highness  the  Paishwa 
Badiee  Kao  R^onaut  Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahauder.  The  following  articles  of 
engsgement  are  now  agieed  on  and  settled,  as  supplemental  to  the  said  Treaty,  by 
Ueuteoant  Colonel  Barry  Close,  on  the  part  of  the  said  Honourable  Company, 
and  Anund  Rao  Vakeel,  on  the  part  of  the  said  lUo  Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahauder, 
under  full  power  and  autliority  granted  to  them  respectively  for  tbe  purpose. 

Article  1st.  That  of  the  territory  ceded  in  perpetuity  to  the  Honourable  East 
India  Company  by  the  said  treaty  of  Baisein,  the  country  of  Savenore,  and  Taslooks 
of  Buncapoor,  in  the  Camatic,  yielding  an  annual  revenue  of  sixteen  lacks  of 
Rupees,  shall  be  restored,  in  perpetuity,  to  the  Sircar  of  the  said  Rao  Pundit 
Purdbaun  Bahauder. 

Akticlk  2nd.  That  of  tbe  territory  ceded  in  perpetuity  to  the  English  East 
India  Company  by  tbe  treaty  of  Bassein,  the  Purgunnah  of  Oolpab,  in  Guzerst, 
yielding  a  revenue  annually  of  three  lacks  and  siiicen  thousand  Rupees,  shall 
likewise  be  restored,  in  perpetuity,  to  the  Sircar  of  the  said  Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun 
Bahauder,  in  order  that  it  may  be  restored  to  Nursing  Khundy  Rao,  who  has 
aerved  tbe  Sircar  with  fidelity  and  attachment. 

ARTICLE  3rd.  That  a  regiment  of  native  cavalry,  of  the  same  strengh  and  com- 
plement as  the  cavalry  regiments  beloi^ng  to  tbe  Hyderabad  subsidiary  force,  shall 
be  added  to  the  British  Poona  subsidiary  force. 

Article  4th.  In  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Bassein  it  is  stipulated, 
that  ten  thousand  canlry  and  tix  thousand  infantry,  wiih  a  due  proportion  of 
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ordnance  tod  military  itore*,  shall  be  fimlihcd  by  the  nid  Rao  Pundit  Pordbna 
Babnider,  and  in  addition  thereto,  such  further  force  an  the  Sircar  of  the  laid  Rio 
Pundit  PurdhauD  Bahauder  stkould  be  able  to  bring  into  the  field.  Thia  stipahtioii 
i)  now  annulled,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  It  i>  agreed  and  covaianted,  that  in  time  of 
war  tbe  uid  Rta  Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahauder  ihall  appoint  and  furnish  five  thou- 
•and  cavalry  and  three  thousand  infuitrj,  with  a  due  proportion  of  oi^ancc  and 
military  stores,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  such  further  force  u  the  said  Rao  Pundit 
Purdhaun  Bahauder  shall  be  able  to  bring  into  the  field, 

Artici.i  Sth.  That  ■  corps  of  Mabratta  cavalry,  amounting  to  five  thoonnd, 
ahall  be  maintained  by  the  Britisb  Government  dunng  the  present  mr,  for  tbe 
SCTvlce  of  the  Foona  State,  under  Ihe  orden  of  tbe  British  Govemmait.  of  which 
Ave  thousand  hone,  two  thousand  shall  serve  with  his  Highness  the  Paishwi,  and 
tbe  remaining  three  thousand  with  the  Briti^  army  in  the  field  ;  and  in  tbe  said 
five  thousand  Hahimtta,  csnlry  are  not  to  be  included  the  Mahratta  troops  serving 
with  the  British  army  under  tbe  chieftains  Bapoojee,  Gunnels  Punt  GoUah,  and 
Sudcqee  Rao  Nimalcar,  which  troops  shall  uootinue  to  be  subsisted  at  the  chaige  of 
Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun  Bahauder. 

ARTICLE  6th.  By  the  first  and  second  articles  of  this  agreemeot,  territory, 
yieldiog  an  annual  revenue  of  19,16,000  rupees,  is  restored  to  the  Sircar  ft  Ran 
Pundit  Purdhaun  Babaudei ;  in  lieu  thereof,  and  for  Ihe  purposes  hereaftermoi- 
tioned,  tbe  said  Rao  Pundit  Purdliaun  Bahauder  agrees  and  stipulates  to  cede,  in 
perpetuity,  to  tbe  honourable  English  Eut  India  Company,  from  the  provkice  of 
Bundelcund,  conquered  for  the  Poons  State  by  Ali  Bahauder,  territory  yielding  an 
estimated  annual  revenue  of  36,16,000  rupees,  agreeably  to  the  following  detail: 

1 .  In  lieu  of  the  country  of  Savenore,  and  Tialooks  of  Buncapoor,  in  the  Cu- 
natic,  and  the  Purgunnah  of  Oolpar,  in  Guzerat,  a  tract  of  territory,  yielding  in 
annual  revenue  cf  19,16,000  rupees. 

2.  Onaccount  of  the  stated  high  vslue  of  Oolpah,  a  tract  of  territory,  yielding 
an  annual  revenue  of  50,000  rupees,  in  eicess  for  that  Purguruuh. 

3.  To  bear  the  enlire  eipence  of  the  re^ment  of  cavalry  mentioned  in  artidc 
III.,  a  tract  of  territory,  yielding  an  annual  revenue  of  T. 50, 000  rupees. 

4.  To  serve  as  an  equivalent  for  the  expence  to  be  incurred  by  the  British 
Government,  in  paying  and  maintainiug,  during  the  present  war.  the  five  thousand 
cavalry  mentioned  in  article  V.,  ■  tract  of  territory,  yielding  an  annual  revenue  o( 
5,00,000  rupees,  and  lastly,  a  tract  of  territory,  yielding  an  annual  revenue  of 
4,00,000  rupees,  to  meet  the  extraordinary  eipence  which  the  BritiBh  Goveinmcnt 
must  be  subject  to,  in  establiahing  its  authority  in  Bundelcund,  whi<±  is  distorbed 
and  ravaged  by  rebels,  who  must  be  subdued  and  punished. 

Total  ceded  from  Bundelcuud  36.16,000  rupees. 
Abticlk  7th.    The  whole  of  the  foregoing  territory,  ceded,  as  above,  from  Bun- 
delcund to  the  honourable  English  East-India  Company,  shall  be  taken  from  tboie 
quarters  of  the  province  most  contiguous  to  the  British  possessions,  and  in  every 
respect  most  convenient  for  the  British  Government. 

■  Article  Sth.  Inasmuch  as  the  Purgunnah  of  Oolpah  was  particulariy  valoabk 
to  the  honourable  Company's  Government,  by  reason  of  its  proximity  to  the  dty 
of  Sural,  in  the  prosperity  of  which  the  British  Government  bears  an  aniioot 
concern,  it  is  accordingly  agreed  and  stipulated,  that  the  said  Purgunnah  of  Oolpak 
shall  be  BO  managed  and  governed,  at  all  times,  by  the  Hahratta  authority,  as  to 
conduce  to  the  convenience  of  tbe  said  city,  by  attention  to  the  rules  of  good 
neighbourhood,  and  tbe  promotion  of  an  amicable  and  commercial  intercomw 
between  the  inhabitants  of  both  sides.  And  inasmuch  as  the  sovereignty  of  tbe 
rivet  Taptee  doth  belong  to  the  British  Government,  it  is  accordingly  agreed  iid 
covenanted,  that  the  Mshratta  authority  in  Oolpah  shall  have  no  right  or  concon 
whatever  in  the  wreck  of  any  vessel  that  may  be  cast  upon  any  part  of  the  Oolpah 
territory,  connecting  with  the  said  river  Taptee,  hutbe  bound,  in  the  event  of  any 
such  wreck,  to  render  the  vessel  all  practicable  aid,  for  whidi  the  parties  ai 
ahall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  owners  of  the  wreck  a  just  and  reai 
compensation. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  exchanged,  at  Poona,  the 

16th  December.  Anno  Domini  1803,  or  the 

1st  RamiBun.  Anno  Higene  121S. 
Ratified  by  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  tbe  7th  January,  1B04. 
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Treaty  0/  Peace  hetieeen  ihe  Honourable  EngUth  Eiut  India  Companj/  and 
their  jlUiei,  en  the  one  pari,  and  Seaah  Sakeb  Soubah  Ragojee  Bhooilah, 
on  the  other,  lellled  by  Major-General  fFelletley,  on  lie  part  qf  lie 
Noneiiraile  Company  am  their  alliei,  and  by  Jeneunt  Rao  AamcAunder, 
onthe/Mrt  <jf  Semih  Saheb  Soubah  Ragojee  Bhootlah;  kAo  have  each 
communiealed  to  the  other  thrir/kllpoaert. 

Art.  1.  Then  shall  be  perpetual  peace  and  Aiendihip  betweeD  the  honourable 
Company  and  their  allie*  on  the  one  part,  and  Scnah  Saheb  Soubab  Ragqjee 
Bhooabb,  on  the  other. 

Art.  2.  Senah  Saheb  Soubah  Rag^ee  Bbooalah  cedea  to  the  honourable  Com- 
pany and  their  alliei,  in  perpetual  aorereignty,  the  proTince  of  Cuttack,  including 
the  |>ort  and  district  of  Balaiore. 

Art.  3.  He  liliewiK  cedea  to  the  honourable  Company  and  thdr  allies,  in 
perpetual  sovereignty,  all  the  teiritoriei,  of  vhkh  he  haa  collected  the  revenues, 
in  participatioa  with  the  Soubahdai  of  the  Deccan,  and  those  of  which  be  may  have 
possession,  which  are  to  the  westward  of  the  Htct  Wurdah. 

Art.  4.  It  is  agreed,  that  tfae  frontier  of  Senah  Saheb  Soubah,  towards  the 
territories  of  his  Highness  the  Soubabdai  of  the  Deccan,  shall  be  formed,  to  the 
west,  by  the  river  Wurdah,  from  it*  iaaue  from  the  Injardy  hillj,  to  its  junction 
with  the  QodaTecy.  The  hills  an  which  are  the  forts  of  Nemallah  and  Gawulghur, 
are  to  be  in  the  possesaion  of  Senah  Saheb  Soutfih,  and  every  thing  aouth  of  tbote 
hills,  and  to  the  west  of  the  river  Wurdah  is  to  belong  to  the  British  Government 
and  their  allies. 

Art.  S.  Diatricli  amounting  to  four  laes  of  rupees  per  annum,  contiguous  to, 
•nd  to  the  south  of  the  forts  of  Nemallah  and  Gawulghur.  are  to  be  given  over  to 
Senah  Saheb  Soubah.  Those  ditOicts  are  to  be  Bied  upon  by  H^jor-Oeneial 
Wellealey,  and  delivered  over  to  Senah  Saheb  Soubah  at  the  same  time  with  the 
forts. 

Abt.  6.  Senah  Saheb  Soubah,  tor  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  entirely 
renounces  oU  ctajnu  of  every  desoHptlon  on  the  teritories  of  the  British  Govem- 
meiit  and  their  allies,  ceded  by  the  2d,  3d,  and  4t)i  Articles,  and  on  all  the  teni- 
tones  of  his  Highness  the  Soubibdar  of  the  Deccan. 

Aht.  7.  The  honourable  Company  engage,  that  they  will  mediate  and  arbitrate 
according  to  the  principles  of  justice,  any  disputes  or  differences  that  may  now 
eiist,  or  may  hereafter  arise,  between  the  honourable  Company's  allies,  Secunder 
Jab  Bahaudur,  Ms  heirs  and  succeison.  and  Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun,  his  heirs  and 
successors  respectively,  and  Senah  Saheb  Soubah. 

Aht.  S.  Seqah  Saheb  Soubah  engages  never  to  take  or  retain  in  his  service, 
any  Frenchman,  or  tbe  subject  of  any  other  European  or  American  power,  the 
government  of  which  may  be  at  war  with  the  British  Oovemment ;  or  any  British 
subject,  whether  European  or  ladiin.  without  the  consent  of  tfae  British  Govon- 
ment.  The  lioDourable  Company  engage  on  their  part,  thai  they  will  not  give  aid 
or  countenance  to  any  discontented  relations,  I^jahs,  Zemindars,  or  other  subjects 
of  Senah  Saheb  Soubah,  who  may  fly  traai,  or  rebel  againat,  his  authority. 

Art.  9.  In  order  to  secure  and  improve  the  relations  of  amity  and  peace  hcieby 
established  between  tfae  govemoientB,  it  is  agreed,  that  accredited  ministers  from 
each  shall  reside  at  the  court  of  the  other. 

AsT.  10.  Certain  treaties  have  been  made  by  the  Briliah  Government  with  feu- 
datories of  Senah  Sabeb  Soubab.  These  treaties  are  to  he  conflnaed.  Liatsoftbe 
persona  with  whom  auch  treaties  have  been  made,  will  be  given  to  Senah  Saheb 
Soubah,  when  this  treaty  will  be  ratified  by  his  Excellency,  the  Governor- General 
in  council. 

Art.  11.  Senah  Saheb  Soubah  hereby  renounces,  for  himaejf,  his  heirs  and 
snocessors,  all  adherence  to  the  confederacy  formed  by  him  and  Dowlut  Rao  Scin- 
diah,  and  other  Mobratta  chiefa.  to  attack  the  honourable  Company  and  their 
allies.    He  engage*  not  to  assist  those  chiefs  if  the  war  with  them  should  still 
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Aht.  19.  Tlu«  tTMty  of  pMC«  li  tobentlBed  by  Senah  Safacb  Sootaah  within 
eight  diyi  ftoin  thii  time,  ind  the  ntlflotioD  is  to  b«  ddivcrai  to  Ukjta-Geneial 
Wellcale; ;  tt  which  time  the  ordera  for  the  cetsioD  of  the  ceded  tenitorie*  ut  to 
be  delivered  and  the  troop*  are  to  withdraw.  &mor-General  Wellesley  mgagea 
that  the  treaty  Khali  be  ratified  b;  bii  Excellency  tbe  moot  noble  tbe  GofemoT' 
GeDeral  in  Coundl,  and  that  tbe  ntiflcation  shall  be  deUvertd  in  two  m^nthT 
bom  this  date. 

Abthui  Willmlbt,  Hgjor-Qeneral. 

JuwoNT  Rao  BAHCHnHDia,  on  the  part  of 

SiHAH  SaBKB  SODHAB. 

Camp  at  Deogaum,  thia  17tb  December  1803,  answering  to  the  Sd 


APPENDIX  C. 

Tyeaijf  ofPeacs  hetteeen  the  ffoaourable  Engliih  Eatt  India  Company  and 
thstr  jiUiet  en  the  one  pari,  and  the  Maharajah  Mi  Jak  Doielut  Rao  Sein- 
diah  on  the  other  i  lellled  by  JUqjor- General  ffeiietlev  on  the  part  of  the 
Honourable  Company  and  their  jIUie*,  and  by  Eetut  Mahadeo,  Moenihee 
Kavel  Nyn,  JetvmnI  Rao  Goorparah  Ameer-ooLOmrah,  and  Naroe  Harry, 
on  the  part  of  the  Maharajah  Douilul  Rao  Soindiah,  teho  have  each  com- 
municated to  the  other  their  full  pov^ert. 

Art.  1.  There  ihall  he  perpetutl  peace  and  friendship  between  the  honourable 
Company  and  their  allies,  on  the  one  part  and  the  Mahu^jah  All  Jah  Dowlut  Ran 
Sdndiah  on  tbe  other. 

Art.  I.  The  Hafaanjnh  cedes  to  the  honounble  Company  and  their  alliei  in 
perpetual  sovertignty,  all  his  forta,  territories,  and  righta  in  the  Uoab  or  countiy 
situated  between  the  Jumna  and  Granges  ;  and  all  his  forts,  territories,  right*  and 
interests  in  the  countries  which  are  to  the  northward  of  tbofte  of  the  R^jaha  U 
Jeypoor  and  Joudpoor  and  of  the  Ranah  of  Gohud ;  of  which  tenitoriea,  &c.  ■ 
detailed  list  is  given  in  the  accompanying  schedole.  Such  countries  formerly  in 
the  possession  of  the  Maharajah  aituated  betweoi  Jeypoor  and  Joudpoor,  and  to  the 
southward  oftbe  former,  are  to  belong  to  the  Mahar^ah. 

Art.  3.  Tne  Mahanyib  likewise  cede*  to  the  honourable  Company  and  their 
allies  in  perpetual  sovereignty,  tbe  fort  of  Baroach  and  territory  depending  theiCMi, 
and  the  fort  of  Abmednuggur  and  territory  dependii^  thereon ;  excepting  tboae 
lands  which  it  is  agreed  by  Article  8th  of  this  treaty,  that  the  Mahar^ah  is  to 

Aht.  4.  The  Mahanyah  likewise  cedes  to  the  honoiiiahle  Company  and  their 
allies,  all  the  territories  which  belonged  to  bim  previous  to  the  brealting  out  of  the 
war,  which  are  situated  to  the  southward  of  the  hUla,  called  the  Adjuntee  bills, 
including  the  fort  and  district  of  Jalnapore,  the  town  and  diatrict  of  Gandapore, 
and  all  other  districts  between  that  range  of  bills  and  the  river  Godavery. 

Art.  5.  The  HahimjahAli  Jah  I}owlutEao  Scindiah,  for  himself,  hia  heira  and 
successors,  hereby  renounces  all  the  claim  to  the  forts,  territoriei,  rights  uid 
interests,  ceded  by  the  2d,  3d,  ■nd4Ch  Articles;  and  all  claims  of  every  descriptioD 
upon  the  British  Gaveminent,  and  their  allies  the  Soubahdar  of  the  Deccan  the 
PeiahwB,  and  Anund  Rao  Guikwar. 

Art.  G.  The  fort  of  Aateerghur,  the  city  of  Bourhanpore,  the  forts  of  Powan- 
ghur  and  Dohud,  and  the  territories  in  Candeish,  and  GiiEerat,  depending  on  these 
fbrts,  shall  be  restored  to  the  Mahanyah  Dowlut  Rao  Sdndiah. 

Art.  T.  Whereas  the  Maharajah  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  baa  represented  that  his 
family  have  long  held  in  Enaum  as  a  gift  from  the  kmgs  of  Hindostan,  the  di«tricta 
of  DhoolpooT-Biree,  and  R^jah-Kemh,  which  are  situated  to  the  northward  of 
the  countries  of  tbe  R^ahs  of  Jeypoor  and  Joudpoor,  and  of  the  Ranah  of  Gohud, 
and  that  lands  in  Hindostan,  ceded  by  the  Sd  Article  of  this  treaty  to  the  bonour- 
able  Company  and  their  allies,  are  held  in  Jighire  by  peraona  of  the  family  of  the 
late  Madiuyee  Scindiah,  and  others  by  principal  Sirdars  in  hi*  service,  all  of 
whom  would  auffer  diatresi,  if  deprived  of  the  advantages  they  eryoy  in   those 
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•  «ei«ed,  that  the  Uihin^tli  ilwU  contiiiae  to  hold  iiiit  CQjoy  in 
Koaum  theluids  of  DhoolpaoT>B*i«e,  uid  R^idi-Kemhj  and  that  BaU  Baje 
Sabib,  and  Hmuoor  S^ib,  Moonshee  Ka*d  Njm,  Boog^iee  Jamdali,  Amr^ee 
Jadhoo,  and  Wirdah  Charie,  ilull  continue  to  hold  their  lands  in  Jaghire,  under 
tbe  protection  of  the  honourable  Company  :  and  fuitber,  in  order  that  no  indivi- 
dual nay  mcor  lou  or  suffer  distreu  in  consequence  of  this  arrangement,  it  ii 
agreed,  thit  the  honourable  Company  shall  either  pay  pensions,  or  grant  lands  in 
Jagbire,  according  to  tbe  :^tionof  the  British  Government,  to  certain  other  Siidus 
and  othen  to  be  named  by  the  Ufthai^ah,  proiided  that  tbe  total  amount  of  the 
sums  pud,  or  Jsghirei  f^nnted  or  held,  does  not  exceed  seventeen  lacs  of  rupees 
per  annum,  including  the  annual  value  of  tbe  lands,  which  it  is  agreed  by  this 
Aiticle  that  Bala  Baye  Sahib,  Munsoor  Sahib,  Moonibee  Kavel  Nyn,  Boogqee 
Jamdah,  Amrmjee  Jadhoo,  and  Wirdab  Charie,  are  to  continue  to  hold  j  and  provided 
that  no  troops  in  the  service  ot  the  HahsiBjah  are  to  be  introduced  into  Dboolpoot- 
Buee  and  R«iah-Kerrab,  or  tbe  otbar  lands  held  in  Jagbire,  under  tbe  pretence 
of  collecting  tbe  revenue,  or  any  other  pretence  irbatever. 

Art.  8.  Whereas  tbe  Mahar^h  Dowlut  Rio  Scindiah  has  represeoted  that  his 
faroUy  have  long  bdd  in  Enaum  certain  lands,  villages,  iu.  in  the  territorle*  of 
Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun,  vii.  Chomsrgoondee  Ferf^inni,  Jungaum,  Raitjiiigaum, 
half  of  Seo  Gaum  Fergunns,  six  villages  in  Umber  Pergunna,  five  villages  in  PytuD 
Pergunna,  fivevillagesin  Ni«aiPergunDa,flvevillage>  in KurlBPergunaa,siz  village* 
in  Poonah  Pergunna,  two  villages  in  Wahy  Pergunna,  »ii  villages  in  Patutood  Per- 
gunna, five  villages  in  Pandipeergaum  Pergunna,  five  villages  in  Psgood  Pergunna,  two 
Tillages  in  Pamyra  Pergunna,  which  have  Utely  been  taken  possession  of  by  the  British 
Govemnient  and  their  allies ;  it  is  agreed,  that  those  lands  and  villages  shall  be 
restored  to  him,  provided  thatno  troops  shall  eve^  be  introduced  into  those  landsand 
Tillages,  onder  pretence  of  collecting  therevenuei,  or  any  other  pretence  whatever. 

Abt.  9.  Certain  treaties  have  been  made  by  the  British  GoTemment  with  Ri^ahs 
and  others  herettrfbre  feudatories  of  the  Mabar^ah  Ali  Jab  Dowlut  Rao  Scindish. 
These  treaties  are  to  be  coDflrmed,  and  tbe  Maharajah  hereby  renounces  all  claimi 
upon  tbe  persons  with  whom  such  treaties  have  been  made,  and  declares  them  to 
be  independent  of  his  government  and  authority,  provided  that  none  of  the  terri- 
tories  belonging  to  the  Mahar^sb,  situated  to  the  southward  of  those  of  the  Rajahs 
of  Jeypoor  snd  Joudpoor,  and  tbe  Ranah  of  Grohud,  of  which  the  revenues  have 
been  collected  by  him  or  his  Aumildars,  or  have  been  spplicable  as  Surinjamee  to 
the  payment  of  his  troops,  are  gisnted  away  by  such  treaties.  Lists  of  the  persons 
with  whom  such  treaties  have  been  made  will  be  given  to  the  Mahartyah  Dowlut 
Kao  Sdndiah,  when  this  treaty  will  be  ratified  by  his  Excellency  the  Govemor- 

Abt.  10.  No  person  whatever  is  hereafter  to  be  molested  on  account  of  the 
part  which  he  may  have  taken  in  the  present  war. 

Art.  II.  It  is  agreed  th&t  the  rights  of  hi:  Highness  the  Pdshwa  to  certain 
lands  in  Malwa,  and  elsewhere,  shall  be  established  as  heretofore,  and  in  case  any 
difference  should  arise  respecting  those  rights,  it  is  agreed  that  the  honourable 
Company  shall  mediate,  arbitrate,  and  decide  according  to  the  principle*  of  justice 
between  his  Highness  and  the  Mahor^ah,  and  whatever  shall  be  thus  decided,  will 
be  agreed  to  by  both  parties,  and  will  be  carried  into  execution. 

Art.  12,  The  Mahartyah  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  hereby  renounces  all  claims 
upon  his  Majesty  Shah  Alum,  and  engages  on  his  part  to  interfere  no  ftirther  in 
tbe  affairs  of  his  Majesty. 

Art.  13.  The  Maharajah  All  Jsh  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  engages  never  to  take 
or  retain  in  bis  service  any  Frenchman,  or  the  subject  of  any  otiier  European  or 
American  power,  the  Government  of  which  may  beat  war  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment; or  any  British  subject,  whether  European  or  native  of  India,  without  the 
consent  of  the  British  Government. 

Art.  14.  In  order  to  secure  andimprovetberelationsof  amity  and  peace  hereby 
eatablished  between  tbe  Goremments,  it  is  agreed,  that  accredited  ministers  f^m 
each  shall  reside  at  the  court  of  the  other. 

Art.  1&.  The  honourable  Company  being  bound  by  treaties  of  general  defeoiive 
alliance  with  bis  H^hness  the  Soubahdar  of  tbe  Deccan,  and  his  Highness  Rao 
Puadit  Purdhaun,  to  which  the  Mahai^ah  Ali  lah  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  is  desiroua 
of  acceding,  be  is  to  be  admitted  to  the  benefits  thereof ;  and  the  booouralilc  Com- 
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ptny,  with  ■  Tiew  to  the  fntare  lecuiitr  of  the  Hahu^ah't  tenitarica,  o^ige  ta 
the  event  of  hi>  igreeiiig  to  the  treaty  Kbove-mcnliwKd,  in  tvo  moDthi  to  fdnnA 
him  with  >  force  conuiting  of  lix  battalioni  of  infkntrr.  with  tbeir  complemoit  of 
ordnance  and  artillery,  and  usual  eqnipnienti  of  UilHuy  ttoKa,  ftc.  and  the 
expenae  of  this  force  is  to  be  defiayed  out  of  the  revenue*  of  the  laada  ceded  by 
the  Sd,  3d,  and  4th  Artlclea.  But  it  ii  agreed,  that  in  caae  it  ahould  nit  the 
■Dtereats  of  the  Uahuiyah's  Government  to  decline  to  enter  into  the  treaty  aborc- 
mentioned,  inch  refiiia]  shall  not  affect  any  of  the  atipolattiKU  of  thia  treaty  U 
peace,  whish  are  in  erety  respect  to  be  bincUng  on  the  contiactiDB  partiea,  their 


Art.  16.  ThIa  treaty  ia  to  be  latjjcd  by  ttie  Mahax^ah  Doirint  Ran  Sdndiah  ia 
dght  days  from  thia  thne,  and  the  ratificatlan  la  to  be  delivered  to  H^for-Gentnl 
Wellealey. 

H^OT-Qeneral  Wellealey  engagea  that  it  shall  be  ratified  by  hia  Excellency  the 
moat  noble  the  Govemor-Oeneral  in  Council,  and  the  ratificatioru  ahall  be  delivered 
to  the  Mabar^ab  in  three  months,  or  aooaer,  if  pouible- 

The  orders  for  the  ceuion  of  the  territories  shall  be  delinked  to  M^r-General 
Wdlestey  at  the  aame  time  with  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace ;  but  the 
(brta  of  Asseerghur,  Powangfaur,  and  Dahud,  are  not  to  be  delivered  up,  till 
accounts  will  have  been  received  that  the  territories  ceded,  have  been  evacoaled 
by  the  Hahan^'a  oOcers  and  troops. 

Abthob  WaLUsLir, 
EaTci.  H«miDia, 
Kavil  Ntn, 

JiswuHT  Rao  GooaraaaB, 
Naaoo  Hvbbt. 
Doat  in  Camp  at  Suije  Anjengann,  this  SOth  of  December  1B03,  tnawering  to 
the  15th  Ramsaun  1313  Fuaalee. 
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JddHional  Arlide  of  Treaty  belwetn  the  Honourable  Eatl  In^  Cumpo»f, 
on  ike  one  part,  and  hit  Highneu  Naoaub  Nitam  ool  Moolk  Atoph  Jtk 
Meer  Uibur  AH  Kkaun  Bahauder,  Soobah  of  the  Deeean,  hit  Cnildreit, 
HeirM  and  Succeuort,  on  the  other ;  to  be  ainiidered  at  appertaining  to 
the  Treaty  o/ perpetual  and  general  de/entive  alliance  concluded  at  Hf- 
detiAad,  on  tie  i2th  of  October,  1800,  A.  D.,  or  22nd  of  JemmtUee 
ool  avmt  1216,  A.  H. 

Abticli.  In  the  event  (which  God,  however,  avert)  of  joint  war  breaUng  out 
hereafter  with  any  other  power,  it  is  hereby  agreed  that,  during  the  contiouance 
thereof,  all  officers  and  all  troops,  whether  individually  or  collectively  belonging  to 
either  of  the  contracting  partiei,  shall  have  free  ingress  and  ^ress  to  and  from  all 
the  territories,  and  to  and  from  all  the  forts  belonging  to  each  o^her  respectively. 
And  it  is  hereby  further  agreed,  that  all  ot&cera,  whether  civil  or  military,  belong- 
ing to  either  Government  shall,  when  requisite,  employ  all  their  power  and  all  the 
resources  at  their  command  in  facilitating  the  operations  of  the  troops  employed, 
to  whichever  of  the  two  contractiog  powers  they  may  liappen  to  belong. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  exchanged,  at  Hyderelwd,  this  9th  day  of  January,  A.D. 
IB04,  agreeing  with  the  25th  of  Ramzaun,  A.  H.  I21B. 


APPENDIX  E. 

Trealp  mth  the  Bq}ah  of  Bhumtpore,  S^tember  29li,  1803. 

icricLi  1.  Perpetual  ftiendship  ahall  be  maintained  between  Haha  R^ah  Bish- 
:r  Sewaee  Runjeet  Sing  Bahauder,  Bahauder  Jung,  and  the  Hon.  Company. 
RTicLi  S.  The  lyiends  and  enemies  of  either  slate  shall  be  the  friends  and 
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Abticlk  3.  The  Britiib  GorerDment  shill  never  [nterfere  in  the  concemt  of 
the  Maha  R^jkh'i  country,  nor  exact  any  tribute  froin  him. 

AsTicLi  4.  If  an  enemy  should  invade  the  territories  of  the  honoutable  Com- 
pany, the  Maha  R^ah  hereby  engagei  to  furnish  to  the  English  the  aid  of  hia 
troops  in  the  expulsion  of  such  enemy.  And,  in  like  manner,  the  hoQuunbJe 
Company  engages  to  assist  the  Maha  R^jah  with  its  forcca,  in  defending  his  do- 
mlnians  against  external  attacks. 

The  sincerity  of  this  engagement  is  attested  on  the  Holy  BiUe. 

Dated  on  the  29th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1803,  correspond.. 
ing  with  the  lltb  day  of  the  month  of  Jemmaudee-ul-Saunee,  in  the  year  1218 


APPENDIX  F. 

Treaty  wilA  the  Ri^ah  of  Machtrrp,  NoveuAer  \Hh,  IB03. 

Articli  1.  A  permwent  friendship  is  established  between  the  honourable 
East  India  Company  and  Maha  Rao  R^^ah  Seway  Buctawar  Sing  Bahauder,  and 
between  thdr  heirs  and  successors. 

Articli  2.  The  friends  and  enemies  of  the  honourable  Company  ahall  be  con- 
>idei«d  the  friends  and  enemies  of  Maba  Rao  Rajah,  and  the  friends  and  enemies 
of  Maba  Rao  R^ab  shall  be  the  friends  and  enemies  of  the  hoaourable  Company. 

Article  3.  The  honourable  Company  shall  not  interfere  with  the  country  of 
Halia  Rao  Rajih,  nor  shall  demand  any  tribute  from  him. 

Ahticle  4,  In  the  event  of  an  enemy  eiincing  s  disposition  to  attadc  the 
countries  now  in  the  possession  of  the  honourable  Company,  or  of  then'  allies  in 
Hindostan,  Maha  Rao  R^jah  agrees  to  send  the  whole  of  his  force  to  their  assist- 
ance, and  to  exert  himself  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  to  repel  the  enemy,  and  to 
omit  no  opportunity  of  proTing  hia  Mendship  and  attachment. 

Article  h.  As,  from  the  ftiendstiip  established  by  the  second  article  of  the 
present  treaty,  the  lionourable  Company  become  guarantee  to  Malia  Rajah  for  the 
security  of  his  country  against  external  enemies,  Maha  Rao  Rqah  hereby  agrees, 
that  if  any  misunderstanding  should  arise  between  him  and  the  Sircar  of  any  other 
chieftaiD,  Maha  Rao  Rajah  wilt,  in  the  first  instance,  submit  the  cause  of  dispute 
to  the  Company's  Government,  that  the  Government  may  endeavour  to  settle  it 
amicably.  If,  from  the  obstinacy  of  the  opposite  party,  no  amicable  terms  can  be 
settled,  then  Maha  Rao  Rajah  may  demand  aid  from  the  Company's  Government. 
In  the  event  above  stated  in  this  article,  it  will  be  granted;  and  Maha  Rao  Rajah 
agrees  to  taiie  upon  himself  the  ctiaige  of  the  expence  of  such  aid,  at  the  same 
rate  as  has  been  settled  with  the  other  chletUins  of  Hindostan. 

Dated  on  the  14th  day  of  November,  1803  of  the  Christian  ten,  agreeing  with 
the  2Gtb  of  Rujeb,  1218  Higen,  and  the  15th  of  Aghun,  L8G0  Sumbut. 
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lyeaty  with  ike  Btffah  o/Jj/tpoor  {or  Jgenagur),  December  I2M,  1803. 

Abticle  1.  A  firm  and  permanent  friendship  and  alliance  is  established  between 
the  honourable  the  English  Company  and  Maha  R^iah  Dheer^  Juggut  Sing  Ba- 
hauder, and  t>etween  their  heirs  and  successor*. 

Abticli  2.  Whereas  friendship  has  been  established  between  the  two  states, 
the  friends  and  enemies  of  one  of  the  parties  shall  be  considered  the  Mends  and 
enemies  of  both,  and  an  adherence  to  this  condition  shall  be  constantly  observed 
by  both  states. 

Article  3.  The  bonourable  Company  shall  not  intetfere  in  the  government  of 
the  country  now  possessed  by  Haha  R^jah  Dheer^,  and  shall  not  demand  tribute 
from  him. 

ABTICI.K  4.  In  the  event  of  an  enemy  of  the  honourable  Company  evincing  a 
disposition  to  invade  the  country  lately  taken  possession  of  by  the  bonounble 
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Conputf  in  Hindoatan.  M>b*  Rtjali  Dbccr^  ihill  lend  the  whcda  of  his  forca 
to  the  auiataDce  of  the  Compuiy's  army,  sod  (hall  «ieit  binuclf  to  the  utrooit  of 
his  power  in  repelling  the  enemy,  and  ahall  aeglect  do  opportunity  of  proving  hit 
ftiendship  and  UtachmeDt. 

Articu  S.  Whereaa,  in  conseiiuence  o(  the  friendship  eatabli^ed  by  the  se- 
cond aitide  of  the  preseDt  treaty,  the  honourable  Company  become  guarantees 
to  the  Haha  Rajah  Dheerij  forthesecurity  of  hii  country  agaioit  eUenuJ  enEinSei, 
Haha  R^sh  Dheeny  hereby  agrees,  that  if  any  miiundentaDding  should  triae 
between  him  and  any  other  state,  Msba  Rajab  Dheer^  will,  in  the  first  instance, 
■ubmit  the  cause  of  dispute  to  the  Company's  Government,  that  the  Govemmenl 
may  endeavour  to  settle  it  amicably.  If,  from  the  obstinacy  of  the  opposite  party, 
no  amicable  tenns  can  be  settled,  then  Maha  Rajah  Dheenj  may  demand  aid  from 
the  Company's  Government.  In  the  event  above  stated,  it  will  be  granted ;  and 
MahaKajah  Dheeraj  agrees  to  take  upon  himself  the  chai^  of  the  expence  of  luch 
aid,  at  the  aame  rate  aa  has  been  settled  with  tbe  other  chieftains  of  Hindostan. 

Abticl>  G.  Maha  Rajah  Dbeenj  hereby  agrees,  although  be  is  in  reality  tbe 
muter  of  his  own  army,  to  act  during  the  time  of  war,  or  prospect  of  artiwi, 
■greeaUy  to  the  advice  and  opinion  of  the  Commander  of  tbe  Engii^  army  which 
may  be  emi^oyed  with  his  troops. 

Abticle  T.  The  Maha  R^jah  shall  not  cotertBLD  in  his  service,  or  in  any  manner 
give  admission  to,  any  English  or  French  subjects,  or  any  other  person  from  among 
the  inhabitants  of  Europe,  without  the  constnt  of  the  Company's  Government. 

The  above  treaty,  comprised  in  seven  articles,  has  been  duly  concluded  and  coa- 
fllmed,  by  the  seal  and  signature  of  his  Excellency  Geoeral  Gerard  Lake,  at  Sar- 
hindee,  in  tbe  Soobah  of  Akhurrabad,  on  the  12tti  day  of  December,  1803  of  the 
Chriatian  sra,  correqranding  with  the  2Ctb  of  Shabaan,  1218  Higera,  and  with  tbe 
14th  of  Poo*,  ISfiO  Sumbuti   and  under  the  seal  and  signature  of  Maha  Rajah 

ftheei^  Raj  Rajinder  Seway  Juggut  Sing  Bahauder,  at on  the  —  day  of 

— -  180-  of  the  Christian  sera,  corresponding  with  the  —  of 1 218  Higera, 

and  with  the  —  of 1 66(1  Sumbut.    When  a  treaty,  containing  the  above 

■even  articles,  ahall  be  delivered  to  Maha  R^ah  Dheeraj,  under  the  seal  and  signa- 
ture of  his  Excellency  the  Host  Noble  the  Governor- General  in  Council,  the  pre- 
sent Treaty,  under  the  seal  and  signature  of  his  Excellency  General  Lake,  shall  be 
retutned. 


APPENDIX  H. 

Lift  of  the  Sirdan,  Zemindart,  tfc.  under  the  authorily  of  Maha  Baiak  Bag- 
gocgte  Bhootlah,  trrilh  tekom  engagemeitti  were  entered  into  on  the  part  of 
the  honoaradle  Eau  India  Company  by  Ike  Commitiionen  for  the  affairt^ 
Cutlaci  and  by  Major  Broaghton. 

SuuBLEFORi,  comprising — Pergvnnaki :  Sumblepore  Khas,  Rae  Gbur,  Sone- 
pore,  Sarengur,  Burgur,  Suctee,  Seracote,  Bombra,  Bonie,  Gangpore.  ZemiKdan: 
R^ah  Jeyt  Sing,  Rajah  Joujar  Sing,  Rajah  Pertee  Sing,  Rajah  Biaserrau  Sahy,  Ta. 
coor  Adjeet  Sing,  Dewan  Sew  Sing,  Beerbudh  Tennah,  R^ah  Irjun  Deo.  R^jah 
Inder  Deo,  R^jah  Inder  Siccer  Deo. 

Patha,  comprising — Pergunnahi:  Patna  Khas,  Nowagur,  Kheriar,  Toolger, 
Boora  Samber.  Zemmdart:  Rajah  Ramchunder  Deo.  R^jah  Acber  Sahy,  Haha 
Patee  Purtab  Looter,  Rajah  Adjeet  Sahy,  Biiggut  Burreyee. 

CniTACK,  comprising— Per^nnahi :  Boad,  Ramghur.  Zemindar:  Rajab  Bit- 
lumber  Deo. 
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Lieuf.-Gen.  Lake,  Commander-in-Chief,  to  hit  Boyal  Highneu  the  Duie  of 

York,  Commander-in-Chief,  tfC.  tfC.  SfC. 
Sm,  Head  Quarters  of  the  British  Army,  Camp,  Agra,  Oct.  20th,  1803. 

In  my  de^ntch  under  date  the  leth  of  August.  1  acquainted  Cotooet  Clinton, 
for  the  information  of  your  Royal  Highness,  that  I  marched  from  Cawnpore  on 


D,j,i,i.aL,  Google 


APPENDIX.  639 

the  7th  of  tbat  nunrth,  towirdi  the  north  wtat  TroDtler  of  the  hooounble  Com- 
panr'B  dominioDB. 

I  b&ie  now  the  honour  to  inform  your  Rofit  Hlgfanos,  that  toon  alter  that 
period,  ■  rupture  ictualir  took  place  between  the  British  Government  and  it* 
alliea,  on  the  one  aide,  and  Dowlut  Rao  Sdndiah  and  the  Rqah  of  Berar,  on  the 

From  the  date  of  m;  laM  despatch,  1  moved  on  without  meetiiig  vith  any  in- 
terruption till  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  Auguat,  vhen,  after  enterins  the  Mah- 
latta  tecTitorie*,  1  encountered  a  large  force  of  cavalry  coomianded  by  Hon.  Perron, 
a  French  officer. 

Thii  man  had  been  entruated  with  the  government  of  a  large  extent  of  counlry 
in  the  immediate  vidnity  of  the  British  territory  i  and,  with  many  of  his  country- 
men,  who  have  at  different  timea  entered  the  aervice  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  bad 
for  many  years  pait  been  employed  In  organizing  a  itrong  army  of  both  inhntry 
andonlry. 

They  had  tucceeded  to  a  very  alanning  degree  in  the  accomplishment  of  this 
otqect,  and  had  now  at  their  diaposal  ■  force  which  was  at  once  large,  well  armed, 
and  efifecttve,  and  for  the  lupport  of  which  ample  meani  was  aflbrdnl  by  the  reve- 
nues arising  (Tom  the  country  under  their  controul. 

It  became,  therefore,  to  the  Government  of  thia  country  an  object  of  the  utmoat 
importance  to  destroy  a  power  whose  view*  were  avowedly  hostUe  to  British  in- 
terests, whose  situation  waa  contiguous  and  menacing,  and  whoae  strei^th  and 
solidity,  already  formidBble.  were  every  day  increasing. 

1  found  Mons.  Perron  with  his  umy  posted  in  a  very  strong  position  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Coel,  a  town  of  conaideriLble  consequence  within  the  Mahratta 
frontier ;  and  from  thia  I  completely  drove  him,  after  some  resistance,  and  di*. 
persed  the  strong  force  he  had  collected. 

I  beg  leave  for  particulars  on  thia  aubject  to  refer  your  Royal  Highneaa  to  my 
dc^tatch  to  his  Excellency  the  molt  noble  the  Govenor.General,  a  copy  of  which 
(No.  I )  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose. 

After  thia  affiair,  I  encamped  with  my  army  before  the  fort  of  Ally  Ghur,  which, 
from  the  breadth  and  depth  of  the  water  in  it*  ditch,  ia  a  place  of  great  atrength, 
and  to  be  assailed  with  the  utmost  difficulty. 

After  mature  deliberation  on  the  different  ways  in  which  it  might  be  attacked, 
•nd  the  certainty  that  whatever  mode  waa  adopted,  our  loss  must  necessarily  be 
coDuderable,  I  determined  to  gain  poMesaion  of  it,  if  possible,  by  amp  de  nuM, 
on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  Beptember. 

The  party  destined  for  thia  aervice  consisted  of  a  part  of  his  Majesty's  76th  re- 
giment, and  about  fifteen  companies  of  sepoys,  the  whole  commanded  by  the  hon. 
Deut.-Cotonel  Monaon. 

Thia  party  met  with  a  most  vigorous  resistance ;  but,  owing  to  the  unexampled 
bravery  of  both  oSlcera  and  men,  tbey  succeeded  in  forcing  the  gates,  and  gained 
cmnplete  pouession  of  every  p«ut  of  the  tort.  Colonel  Monaon,  whose  services 
were  most  meritorious,  was  very  severely  wounded,  and  many  valuable  oUHcErs 
and  men  vrere  lolled  and  wounded. 

1  b^  leave  to  recommend  Colonel  Monaon  particularly  to  his  M^esty's  favour, 
and  to  BHure  your  Royal  Highness  tbat  I  cannot  find  worda  to  express  tbe  high 
sense  1  entertain  of  the  conduct  of  that  officer. 

Captain  Hadeod,  Brevet-M^or,  who  succeeded  to  tbe  c<»nmand  of  the  corps 
after  Colonel  Monson  was  wounded,  is  equally  entitled  to  my  wannest  praise ;  and 
I  shouM  be  wanting  in  justice,  did  I  not  inform  your  Royal  Highness  that  every 
oftcer  and  man  employed  hebaved  in  *  style  of  the  moat  heroic  gallaotry  aitd 
determined  peraeverance. 

It  is  necessary  to  add,  for  the  information  of  your  Royal  Highneis,  and  to  enable 
you  to  judge  of  tbe  difficulties  that  were  to  bie  surmounted,  that  tiatn  the  great 
breadth  of  tbe  ditch  and  its  depth  of  water,  tbe  attack  wo*  only  practicable  on  the 
gates,  three  of  which  it  was  neceaaary  to  burst  open  before  the  fort  could  be 
entered.  These  gates  were  uncommonly  strong,  and  tbe  rood  to  them  was  com- 
pletely covered  by  batteries,  and  other  strong  works  within  the  fort,  from  which 
the  enemy  did  much  execution. 

I  have  tbe  honour  to  endoae  a  copy  of  my  despatch  on  this  occuion  to  hit  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor-General,  together  with  a  return  of  our  loss  (No.  3) . 
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After  tulting  two  day*  in  tny  ortgiiud  poaition  «  the  town  of  Coel,  I  moTOl 
with  m;  ■rmj'  towkrds  Delhi,  vith  the  exceptioD  of  ■  EUiiioD  left  in  the  fort  of 
AII7  Ghur,  aod  *  bri^e  of  Cftvalr?,  which  I  found  it  oKCtatMij  to  lend  towdi 
our  own  temloricB,  U>  repel  nt  imjptioD  which  hid  bcro  made  by  ■  put  of  the 
cnemy'i  canlry. 

Thi>  brigade  comiited  of  his  H^eity**  39th  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  tad  two 
re^DWDti  of  native  cavalry. 

My  advance  from  Coel  vaa  not  intcmipted  until  the  11  th  of  that  month,  wbra 
1  encountered  a  very  large  force,  both  of  ovdiy  and  inhntiy,  with  a  □umeroii* 
artillery,  under  the  command  of  H.  Bourquain,  one  of  the  French  oSccn  alrody 
alluded  to. 

My  army  had  made  a  very  hnig  mtrdi  in  the  moiuing,  and  were  bardlj  anircd 
on  their  ground,  when  I  leimt  that  the  enemy  were  preparing  to  attack  u*. 

I  immediately  moved  out  the  whole  litie  of  cavalry  and  inhntry,  and  advanced 
on  the  enetny'a  line,  who  oppoted  to  ua  a  very  aevere  fire  from  their  namCTom 
•rtiUery,  which  did  much  execution. 

I  am  happy  to  say,  that  we  succeeded  in  completely  defeating  the  enemy,  killing 
great  numbers  of  them,  and  gaining  possesiion  of  the  whole  of  their  artillery. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  copie*  of  my  letters  to  the  Governor-General  oa 
this  occasion  (Nos.  3,  4,  and  S),  and.  I  cannot  omit  expressing  to  your  Royal 
Highness  how  infinitely  I  feel  indebted  to  the  officers  and  men  employed  <ki  this 

His  Majesty's  76th  regiment,  which  has  im  all  occauons  been  conspicuous  lor 
Its  good  conduct,  afforded,  in  the  present  instance,  an  example  of  distinguisbed 
galhtntry  to  the  rcK  of  the  snny,  which  led  to  complete  success. 

The  honourable  Hsjor-General  St.  John,  who  commanded  my  left  wing,  dis- 
played eminent  courage  and  ability,  and  by  his  steady  and  collected  conduct  de- 
feated the  designs,  and  threw  into  confusion  the  right  wing  of  the  eneoiy  to  whicb 
be  was  opposed.  1  humbly  hope  your  Royal  Highneas  will  be  giadou^y  plrsswl 
to  make  known  to  his  Mi^eaty  bis  meritorious  conduct  on  this  occasion. 

I  am  no  less  indebted  to  the  skill,  ability,  and  courage  of  Cfdonel  St.  Leger,  who 
commanded  the  cavalry,  to  whose  prompt  and  vigorous  charge  of  the  enemy  the 
final  dispeision  of  their  force  is  to  be  ascribed. 

After  this  aflhir,  I  encamped  my  army  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Junuka,  opposite 
to  the  city  of  Delhi ;  and  early  next  morning  a  message  arrived  tram  his  Uijesty 
Shah  Allum,  with  Infonnatioo  that  the  town  and  two  forts  which  defend  it,  had 
been  evacuated  by  the  party  of  the  enemy  left  for  their  defence,  on  hearing  tbsl 
their  army  on  the  Ather  aide  of  the  river  had  been  totally  defeated. 

Shah  Allum,  the  unfortunate  representative  of  the  House  of  Timur,  whose  whtde 
life  has  been  a  miaeiaUe  series  of  calamity  and  misfortune,  has  for  a  number  of 
years  past  been  totally  under  the  power  and  oootroul  of  the  French  faction  which 
has  governed  this  country. 

The  oppressive  and  degrading  manner  in  which  they  had  exerted  their  authority 
— their  insnlting  conduct  to  the  royal  family — the  state  of  rigorous  confinement  in 
irhich  it  had  been  detained — end  the  extreme  Indigence  to  which  it  was  reduced 
by  French  rapacity — were  all  circumstances  which  rendered  this  monarch  eager  to 
e  the  British  protection,  and  made  him  view  its  approach  with  joy  and 


Every  effort  which  the  liberty  he  had  obtained  by  the  defeat  of  h 
gave  him  the  power  of  exerting,  was  employed  in  offilrding  my  army  the  means  of 
crosaing  the  river,  and  in  testifying  the  extreme  satisFaction  felt  by  himself  ani 
ever;  ooe  of  his  dependants  at  the  distinguished  taccfta  of  the  British  arms. 

In  testimony  of  the  sentiments  he  entertained  on  this  occasion,  he  conferred  oa 
me  a  title,  the  second  in  the  empire  in  rank  and  importance,  and  would  have  con- 
ferred the  first,  had  it  not  been  previously  bestowed  on  Dowlut  Rao  Sdndiah. 

On  my  part,  I  paid  every  deference,  respect,  and  honour,  consistent  with  my 
situation,  to  the  royal  dignity,  and  encouraged  every  hope  of  future  comfort  and 
independence  front  the  generous  conduct  and  acknowledged  liberality  of  the  British 
Government. 

Soon  after  the  fall  of  the  fort  of  Ally  Ohur,  Morn.  Perron,  who  oppoaed  me  oa 
the  29th  of  August,  and  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  French  faction,  and  com- 
manded the  whole  military  force  of  Dowlut  Rao  Sdndiah  in  Hindoatan,  threw 
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hlmMlF  on  mjr  protection,  and  Entreated  permiuion  to  Ktlga  the  lerTice  of  hii 
prince,  uid  to  pau  through  Uie  Compuiy'i  teriitorie*  on  his  vay  to  Europe. 

For  reuoDi  ipecifled  in  my  letter  to  the  Governor-General,  >  copy  of  vhich 
(No.  6)  1  hiTe  the  honour  to  traniniit  for  the  information  of  your  Royal  Highneaa, 
1  complied  with  Moiu.  Perron'*  wUbee;  and  he  is  now  at  Lucknow,  on  hianay  to 
Calcutta. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Delhi.  Horn.  Louai  Bourquain,  who  commanded  the 
army  opposed  to  me  on  the  11th  at  September,  and  a  number  of  French  offleen 
of  inferior  rank,  alto  threw  themaelTcs  on  my  protection.  Thla  mouure  they 
were  compelled  to  adopt  lor  their  personal  safety  ;  the  whole  country,  irritated  by 
their  eitortioDs  and  oppresnons,  being  desirout,  now  that  they  found  them  di- 
vested of  power,  to  avenge,  by  their  destruction,  the  lufferingi  they  had  occa- 

These  1  have  sent  under  guards  within  the  British  provinces;  and  1  have  now 
nason  to  think  that,  as  tbe  French  influence  and  authority  in  India  are  thus  com- 
pletely dissolved,  the  ambition  and  hostile  desijina  of  France  will  find  no  room 
bereafter  to  endanger  the  British  posaessioQa. 

Having  completed  every  arrangement  respecting  tbe  royal  person  that  I  Judged 
necessary  in  the  present  Bituation  of  afhin,  and  left  such  a  fbrce  at  I  deemed  suf. 
flcitnt  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  Iteibi  and  its  neigbourhood,  I  marched 
towarda  Agra  on  the  S4th  of  September. 

The  weather,  which  at  thii  season  of  tbe  year,  has  been,  beyond  example,  &vour- 
able  to  military  opecatioaa,  permitted  us  to  march  with  little  interruptian,  and  I 
arrived  at  Muttia,  a  town  of  considerable  importance  on  the  Jumna,  on  the 
3d  of  October, 

At  this  place  Colonel  Vandeleur,  with  bis  Mi^esty't  Bth  regiment  of  light  dia- 
goona,  and  the  brigade  which  I  liad  sent  from  Ally  Ghur  to  repel  an  incursion 
which  the  enemy  had  made  into  the  British  provinces  in  m;'  rear,  joined  me. 

Colonel  Vandeleur,  who  vras  proceeding  up  the  country  to  join  my  army, 
effected  a  junction  with  this  brigade,  and  by  hla  judicious  movements  compelled 
the  enemy  to  mikea  precipitate  retreat  from  the  British  territories. 

From  Muttra  I  proceeded  towards  Agra,  where  I  arrived  on  the  4th  instant. 

The  Town  of  Agra,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Jumna,  is  large  and  populous, 
and  defended  by  a  strong  wall.  Ou  its  south-west  tide  it  has  a  fort,  regularly 
constructed,  with  a  deep  ditch  and  high  walls,  deemed  amongst  the  natives  of  this 
country  of  extraoidinary  strength. 

Immediate  after  my  arrival,  I  took  up  sudi  a  position  at  circumstances  seemed 
to  require. 

On  the  lOth  of  the  month,  I  drove  the  enemy  with  great  Ion,  both  of  their 
men  and  aitiUery  from  the  town,  and  from  some  deep  ravinei  on  tbe  south-weat 
^c  of  the  fort  where  they  were  strongly  posted,  and  which  it  was  necettary  for 
me  to  occupy,  in  order  to  carry  on  my  approaches. 

The  particulars  of  this  aEUr  are  detwted  in  my  letter  to  the  Oovemor-General, 
of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  a  copy,  (No.  7)  for  your  Royal  Highnesa* 


From  this  period,  my  engineer  and  artiUeiy  ofltcera  were  empktycd  In  tbe  con- 
struction of  batteries  for  the  purpose  of  eDteting  a  breach  in  the  mil]. 

I  had  the  satisfaction  to  tee  thete  completed,  at  the  distance  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  yards,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  and  in  tbe  coarse  irf  that  day  they 
-"'  10  much  execution,  that  the  gtniton  were  compiled  to  send  to  roe  ptopoti^ 


The  natoK  of  these  wutuch  at  to  meet  my  entke  CMMunence,  ud  the  whole 
garriaon,  amounting  to  upwards  of  9000  men,  were  on  tbe  IMh  allowed  to  march 
out.  I  immediately  occupied  the  ton  with  my  troops,  and  I  had  great  teason  to 
tqtdee  that  poeiesilon  of  it  had  been  obtained  on  luch  terms,  ta  I  afterwards  per- 
cdved,  that  the  obatacles  to  have  hem  surmounted,  noaC  have  occaiiimed  ut  very 
heavy  loas,  if  the  enemy  had  persisted  in  opposition. 

A  copy  <a  my  desiMtch  to  bis  ExceUency  the  Governor- General,  (No.  B)  will 
inform  your  Royal  Highness  of  all  particular*. 

This  finishes  a  plan  of  operations  which  I  had  laid  down  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  different  objects  contained  in  inttructionx,  which  I  received  from  hia 
Excellency  the  Governor-General  in  Council. 
VOL.  III.  2   T 
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Tbew  initructloDi  pointsd  out  the  txpeHvaej  of  dNtra^ng  tiie  French  pmrar 
and  ftutfaoiitj  <n  HiDchwbui  -.  of  Miiliig  thdr  ■nenak,  iiiUitii7  ttmvt,  *ad  itrockg 
pltcaa;  oF  taking  poiecMion,  on  accouDt  of  the  Britiih  Qoremment,  of  that 
extent  of  country  which  is  lituated  betneen  the  Otogei  and  Jumna,  calkd  the 
Doab ;  of  securing  a  liae  of  posts  on  the  north-weatem  banki  of  the  Jumna,  to 
protect  the  navigation  of  that  river;  of  talcing  undei  the  protection  at  the 
Brittah  QoTernmeat,  his  Hajeitr  Shah  Alium  ;  and  of  fonning  wicb  coniwctioDa 
with  the  independent  Riyikhi  and  pett;  princes  to  the  north-vestward  of  Hin- 
doatan,  aj  woaid  secure  Uieir  friendship,  and  form  a  barrier  againit  the  power  of 
the  Hahntu  states. 

The  bll  of  the  fort  of  Ally  Gbur  was  attended  with  the  acquisition  of  moat  of 
ttte  military  stoies  t)eIoiiging  to  the  French  paity.  Thii  was  the  place  of  re*i- 
dence  of  their  principal  officer,  M.  Peiron,  and  it  was  tlie  grand  depOt  of  theii 

This  erent  also,  with  the  decisive  consequences  of  the  actJon  of  the  llth  of 
Beptember,  at  the  same  time  that  they  destroyed  the  French  induence  and  autlio- 
rity,  put  into  our  possesaion  the  whole  ofthetnut  of  countij  above  alluded  to. 

The  French  officers  stript  of  thdr  authority,  and  finding  themselves  the  objects 
of  just  indignation  to  the  country  they  had  evened,  were  compelled  to  wlicit 
my  protection.  I  diipnied  of  them  In  the  manner  1  have  already  pointed  oat, 
and  I  have  now  reason  to  believe,  that  there  doea  not  remain  in  the  strrlce  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindia,  or  of  any  otlier  native  prince,  an  individaal,  that  haa  eitber 
power  or  inclination  to  espouse  the  interests  of  France. 

The  conquered  comitry  aeems  to  r^ice  in  its  cliange  of  masten,  and  will  I 
can  have  no  doubt,  submit  with  the  utmost  tranquillity  and  satisfaction,  to  the 
Introduction  of  those  forms  and  regulations  by  which  the  British  posseHkm*  in 


This  must  be  attributed  in  a  great  measure  to  the  mild  treatment  and  security 
whidi  they  could  not  help  being  informed,  the  British  QoTemment  afibrdi  to  all 
its  subject* ;  but  I  canoot  in  justice  to  the  army  I  have  the  hmiaur  to  command, 
conceal  from  your  Royal  Highness,  that  the  good  opinion  and  favourable  topo- 
dtion  of  the  natives  has  been  in  a  great  measure  obtained  by  the  humane  treat- 
ment and  orderly  behaviour  of  my  troops. 

It  has  hitherto  been  unlinosn  in  Hindostan,  tliat  a  Tictorious  army  has  moved 
without  everywhere  committdog  plunder  and  devastation.  During  our  progKBS, 
on  the  contrary,  the  utmost  attention  has  been  paid  to  tbe  protection  of  the 
peraont  and  property  of  tbe  InhibitantB,  and  this  haa  led  them  to  regard  us  more 
in  the  light  of  friends  and  deliverers  than  enemies  and  oppressora. 

The  possession  of  Delhi,  Huttra,  Agn,  and  other  places,  secures  the  navigation 
Ot  the  rivtr  Jumna,  and  gives  us  possession  of  a  conuderable  tract  of  country  on 
its  Qoith-westem  hanlca.  I  therefore  alio  look  upon  this  object  of  Qovemment  as 
obtained. 

Tlie  unfortunate  Shah  Allum  has  been  rescued  from  the  power  of  hia  tqipres- 
■Ort,  by  which  means  the  purposes  of  humanity  are  accomplished,  and  so  ter  as 
this  object  is  to  be  r^arded  in  a  political  point  of  view,  his  bnng  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  British  Government,  will  e^ctually  prevent  any  other  power  trota 
availing  Itself  of  the  weight  and  induence  whidi  his  name  must  e*er  pimiaa 
amongst  the  Mussulman  jnh^itants  of  Hindostan. 

The  native  chieftains  and  independent  Rajahs,  who  possess  territory  to  the 
north-westward  ot  Hindnstan,  are  for  the  most  put  eager  to  nnbisce  our  friend- 
ship, and  with  sevend  of  the  most  powerful  I  have  already  entered  into  treaties, 
conformable  to  ray  instructions,  by  wbicfa  their  allianoe  is  secured. 

Every  object  tiierefbre  contained  in  the  Instructioni  vrith  whidi  I  was  furnished 
by  his  Excellency  the  Governor-General  in  Council,  appears  to  be  fully  accom- 
idlshed, 

The  prosecution  of  the  war  against  Doulut  Rao  Scindia  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar, 
will  require  that  1  should  still  &rtber  extend  my  opentioa* ;  and  I  shall  have  the 
honour,  in  my  next  despatch,  to  inform  your  Royal  Highnest  what  measuiM  I 
tnay  find  necessary  to  adopt  for  that  purpose. 

The  success  of  my  army  hitherto,  his  in  point  of  extent,  surpassed  even  my 
most  sanguine  hopei,  and  no  example  is  to  he  found  in  this  country  irtiicfa  equals 
it  in  point  of  rapidity. 
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nil  I  nio«t  nUUogt;  Mcribe  In  •  gi««t  degree  to  the  high  dbcipline,  penevering 
counge,  »nd  emmlnent  galluitiy  of  the  offlcen  mi  men  who  compoM  my  army, 
many  instmcei  of  which  fasre  ilready  been  pointed  out  to  the  notice  of  tout  Ro]f>1 
Higbneu. 

I  flnd  »Sao  *  moat  Important  cause  of  my  auccew  hi  the  umCBtnined  power* 
with  which  I  have  been  imeated  by  hi*  EiceUeDcy  the  Governor- G^eral,  and  in 
the  very  ample  m««n>  with  which  I  have  been  lupplled  for  the  prosecution  otthe 
varioui  objects  of  this  campaign. 

The  efl^  of  these  hu  been  so  great,  that  whilit  I  feel  towardi  the  Marquess 
Wellesley  the  highest  sense  of  private  obiigatioD,  I  conceive  it  a  public  duty  to 
express  to  your  Royal  Highness,  the  beneficial  consequence  my  public  messures 
have  derived  from  his  leslous  assistance,  his  unlimited  support,  and  his  complete 
confidence  in  my  various  exertions. 

Permit  me  to  add,  that  I  derive  the  most  sincere  satisfaction  from  the  success 
which  has  attended  my  endeavours  to  carry  Into  effect  the  comprehensive  plans 
of  bis  Excellency,  and  that  I  feel  in  the  highest  degree  gratified  by  the  praise  and 
approbation  with  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  honour  my  conduct,  and  signalise 
the  services  of  the  Brmy. 

A  well  grounded  conHdence  may  now  be  entertained  that  his  Lordship's  views 
will  soon  be  succesafully  accomplished,  and  that  whilst  his  political  wisdom,  energy, 
and  decision  are  fully  evinced,  an  increase  of  power,  resources  and  stability  will 
be  obtained  to  our  Indian  possessions,  and  ultimate  advant^es  secured  to  Great 
Britain,  the  extent  and  importance  of  which  cannot  easily  be  odculated. 

I  cannot  dose  this  despatch  without  recommending  to  the  notice  of  you  Royal 
Highness  ray  two  Aides-de-camp,  M^on  Nicolson  and  Lake,  to  whose  zeal,  and 
activity  upon  all  occasions  since  they  have  been  attached  to  me,  I  feel  moat  par- 
ticular y  obliged. 

The  former,  with  whose  merits  your  Royal  Highness  is  well  acquainted,  I  have 
made  the  bearer  of  this  despatch,  that  he  may  have  the  honour  of  communicating 
any  particulars  respecting  the  campaign,  with  which  your  Royal  Highness  may  be 
desirous  of  being  made  acquainted. 

I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me  from  my  situation  (althou^  a  parent)  to  assure 
your  Royal  Highness  that  M^or  Lake  has  in  every  action  displayed  so  much 
energy,  zeal  and  ability,  as  to  convince  me  that  he  Is  one  of  the  first  oUHcers  of  bis 
■tandrng  I  ever  saw  and  will,  I  am  quite  certain,  become  a  very  distinguished  cha- 
racter in  his  profession. 

1  have  long  forborne  mentioning  this  young  man  on  account  of  his  near  con- 
nection with  me,  but  I  feel  It  a  duty  1  owe  to  him,  both  as  a  father  and  an  ofllcer, 
to  inform  your  Royal  Highness  of  his  merits,  in  the  hope  that  be  may  reap  the 
benefit  of  your  Royal  Highness's  patronage  and  protection,  and  that  you  will  be 
gradoualy  pleased  to  recommoid  him  to  the  notice  of  his  Mqesty. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  Royal  Highness'a  most  faithful  and  humble  servant, 

a.ljiKi. 
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The  Marqueu  ^ellalef  to  Lord  ffoSart. 

(Official  aai  Secret.) 
Ht  Lord,  Foit  Williun,  lane  !0,  tSOS. 

Id  my  deipatch  under  date  the  8th  of  October,  1802,'  I  htd  the  hoaour  to  con- 
vey to  your  Lordship  an  intimB.tion  of  my  iotention  to  aubmlc  to  you  the  Tiiious 
considerations  to  which  it  appeus  to  Pie  to  be  neceaury  to  advert,  in  obeying  his 
Majeity'i  coDunanda  signified  to  me  In  your  Lordship's  secret  and  confidential 
letter  of  the  5th  of  May,  1602,  celatiTe  to  the  restitution  of  the  possessions  of  the 
French  and  Batavian  Republics  conquered  by  tiis  Mijeity*!  aims  during  the  war. 

Various  circunitoiicea  have  occurred  to  delay  this  communication,  while  the 
date  of  affairs  between  his  Majesty  and  France,  has  rendered  the  delay  less  im- 
portant to  the  public  interests,  and  baa  offered  ample  time  for  a  mature  eiaminai- 
tion  of  the  subject. 

By  his  Majesty's  warrant  of  the  3d  of  Hay,  1802, 1  am  commanded  to  daUier 
to  such  commisiaij,  or  such  commisiaries,  ss  shall  be  named  and  authorized  on 
the  part  of  the  French  Republic,  and  of  the  Batavian  Republic,  respectively  to 
receive  the  same,  all  and  every  of  the  countries,  territoriea,  and  hctoriea,  in  the 


*  The  foltowii^  is  the  despatch  rsfetred  to ;  it  i*  inserted  here  in  order  to  ex- 
plain this  letter  more  fully.— [Ed.] 

The  Marquta  Wdle^  to  Lord  Bebart. 
Hv  Lord,  Fort  William,  October  8,  1802. 

I  have  the  honour  to  aclcnowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatch,  ol 
the  5th  of  May,  eocloaing  ■  copy  of  the  defii^ve  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at 
Amiens  on  the  27th  of  Much,  1802,  and  his  Mqeaty's  warrant  for  the  restontion 
of  the  French  vtd  Dutch  possessions  in  lodia,  (wiUi  the  exception  of  the  Dutcb 
possessions  In  the  island  of  Ceylun,)  which  have  been  occupied  by  British  troops 
during  the  late  war,  conformably  to  the  stipulatiODi  of  the  de&nitJve  treaty  of 
peace  concluded  at  Amiens  on  the  27th  of  March,  1802. 

Your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  5th  of  May  reached  Fort  William  on  the  14tb 

■    instant  (yesterday),  having  been  brought  to  Madras  by  his  M^esty"*  frigate  La 

DidcagneoK,  which  ship  arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the  13th  of  August, 

sailed  from  that  settlement  on  the  19th  of  August,  and  arrived  at  HadiM  on  the 

21slof  Septemljer. 

Immediately  on  the  raceipt  of  your  Lordship's  letter  I  iasued  the  neceasarr  orders 
for  carrying  his  Majesty's  commaoda  into  effect. 

Your  Lordship  may  lely  on  my  strict  attention  (until  1  shall  be  honoured  with 
his  Majesty's  further  orders)  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which  direct*  me  to  ob- 
serve the  pioviuon  of  the  convention  of  1787,  between  his  M^ty  and  France. 
Bl  the  rule  by  which  my  conduct  is  to  be  governed  in  all  questions  which  maj 
arise  with  regard  to  the  rituation  of  the  French  in  India,  It  is,  however,  neces- 
sary to  apprize  your  Lordship  that  in  my  judgment  the  various  important  occur- 
rences which  have  happened  in  India  since  the  commencement  of  the  late 
war  with  France,  and  the  alterationa  which  have  taken  place  in  many  of  the 
British  interests  in  Alia,  will  materially  affect  the  application  of  the  provisions  of 
tha  Convention  of  17S7  to  the  present  situation  of  a&in  in  this  quarter  of  the 
giobe. 

Bdng  unwilling  to  delay  the  present  despatch,  and  b^ng  anxious  to  ^ve  the 
fullest  consideration  to  this  important  question,  before  I  submit  ny  seDtimenta 
to  your  Lordship's  authority,  it  is  my  intention,  as  soon  as  may  be  pncticatde,  to 
address  a  separate  letter  to  your  Lordsbip  on  this  particular  subject,  which  I  shall 
deapatch  without  delay  by  an  express  conveyance  by  sea  and  land. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &C. 

Wellislit. 
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Eut  ladies,  which  may  have  been  conquered  from  the  «ald  powere,  re«pcctively 
during  the  war,  (with  the  exception  of  the  Dutch  pouessiona  on  the  IsIrdiI  of 
Ceylon]  with  the  fortifications  thereoF,  in  the  state  in  which  they  nuy  have  been 
at  the  time  of  the  aignature  of  the  preliminary  treaty,  tesTing  untouched  the 
vorlu  which  may  have  been  conatructed  aince  tlie  occupation. 

By  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  5th  of  May,  1802, 1  im  diiected  to  take  the 
necesury  measures  for  placing  the  aulgecta  of  the  French  and  Bataviui'Repuhlics 
in  India,  upon  the  same  footing  on  which  they  stood  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  and  in  the  event  of  any  questJona  arising  with  respect  to  the  aituation  of  the 
French  in  India,  I  am  further  commanded  to  consider  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
vention of  1761,  aa  conatituting  the  rule  by  which  my  conduct  ia  to  be  governed 
upon  luch  questions,  it  being  his  Mijesty's  pleasure  under  the  present  drcum- 
ManceSito  allow  to  Fnuice  all  the  advantages  of  "  that  convention." 

I  am  not  at  present  apprized  that  any  important  question  can  be  expected  to 
wriM,  with  regard  to  the  limits  or  local  portion  of  any  possession  to  be  restored  to 
the  French  or  Batavian  Republics,  excepting  the  setUement  of  Mahf;  in  the 
vicinity  of  that  settlement,  the  French  have  formerly  advanced  pretensions  to  aa 
eiten^on  of  territory  more  important  from  its  relation  to  our  posaeaaions  in  that 
quarter,  than  from  Its  magnitude  or  intrinsic  value. 

Your  Lordship  nuy  be  assured,  that  I  sball  endeavour  to  avoid  the  agitation 
of  any  veiatioua  question,  with  relation  to  the  limits  or  position  of  the  territories 
to  be  restored  under  his  M^esty's  commanda.  But  if  any  territorial  claim,  doubt- 
ful or  dangerous  in  my  judgment,  should  be  preferred  by  the  commiswries  of 
either  Republic,  not  deeming  myself  to  be  authorized  to  admit  such  pretensions 
without  the  express  commands  of  his  Mqieaty,  t  shall  refer  every  claim  which 
appears  to  me  to  be  of  that  description  to  your  Lordahlp'a  decision. 

It  is  necessary  however,  in  this  place  to  aolicit  your  Lordship's  attention  to  a 
possible  contingency,  wtuch  may  require  my  immediate  determination,  and  may 
preclude  the  opportunity  of  resorting  to  bis  Majesty's  previous  commands. 

Reports  have  reached  me  through  varioua  channels,  intimating  sn  qtprehension 
that  the  French  Republic  has  secretly  concluded  engagements  with  the  Batavian 
Republic,  by  which  the  Batavian  Republic  has  ceded  to  Fnuice  considerable  por- 
tiona  of  the  territoria]  possessions  conquered  from  the  Dutch  in  India,  during  the 
vrar.  The  Dutch  posaesstons  at  Cochin  are  atated  to  be  included  in  the  supposed 
plan  of  secret  cession  from  Holland  to  Fnuice. 

The  terms  of  his  H^eaty's  warrant  convey  no  authority  to  the  local  Govern- 
ment  of  India  to  deliver  to  the  commissaries  of  the  French  Republic  any  posses- 
sions which  had  been  conquered  from  the  Dutch  during  the  war.  No  further 
authority  can  be  derived  from  that  warrvit,  or  from  your  Lordship's  instructions, 
than  the  limited  power  of  delivering  to  the  commissaries  of  the  French  Republic 
the  possessions  conquered  fVom  France,  and  to  the  commissaries  of  the  Batavian 
Republic  the  possessions  conquered  from  the  Datch  during  the  war.  Any  inter' 
change,  or  cession  of  territory,  which  may  have  been  concluded  between  thoae 
R^ublicB  reapectlvely,  would  require  the  previous  sanction  of  liis  M^esty,  and 
the  notiflcation  of  his  royal  pleasure  to  the  local  Government  of  India,  in  order  to 
authorize  any  departure  from  the  tenor  of  hie  Htjesty's  warrant,  dated  3d  of 
Hay,  Iti02,  and  of  the  articles  of  defensive  treaty  of  peace  to  which  that  wammt 
expressly  i«fen. 

If  therefore,  the  French  or  Bitsvian  commissaries,  should  require  the  local 
Government  of  India  to  deliver  to  either  Republic  respectively,  any  possesaioa 
which  by  his  M^esty's  wpurant  I  have  been  commanded  to  deliver  to  the  other, 
I  shall  not  deem  myself  to  be  authorized  to  assent  to  such  a  demand  without  his 
Majesty's  special  command,  and  I  shall  refer  any  such  demand  to  your  Lordship 
for  hia  Uqesty's  final  pleasure. 

The  same  i^ndple  will  be  equally  applicable  to  any  aitiflce  by  which  either  the 
agents  of  the  French,  or  Batavian  Rqiublic  immediately  after  having  received 
possession  of  their  respective  territoriea,  or  the  agents  of  any  European  power 
possessing  territory  in  India,  may  attempt  to  transfer  any  portion  of  their  respec- 
tive territorial  possessions  to  the  French  or  to  the  Batavian  Republic,  Any  sjch 
transfer  of  territory  however  modiBed,  which  could  be  attempted  in  the  period  of 
time  within  which  your  Lordship's  tiuther  instnictionB  in  answer  to  this  despatch 
might  reach  Bengal,  must  bear  direct  ref^nce  to  the  conditions  of  the  peace  at 
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Amieni,  >.nd  must  therefore  be  coneldered  to  be  labject  to  the  genenl  opentkm 
ofthespirit  of  hisM^eityBwirTBBtoftheSrdof  May,  1803.  It  i*  thei«foK  m7 
intention  to  resist,  u  far  u  may  be  praclicsble,  without  resorting;  to  hostilitiM, 
any  treiisfer  of  territory  of  the  niture  described,  vfaich  may  be  attempted  pra- 
vlouaiy  to  the  receipt  of  such  further  commuids,  as  hie  M^estj  may  be  ^CMed  U 
signify  to  me  on  this  important  question. 

To  your  Lordship's  judgment  and  experience,  it  ii  DoneceMarr  to  suggeM  ths 
serious  importance  of  admitting  interchanges  or  cesdons  of  territory,  which  lalgtat 
involve  the  dsngerous  result  of  confirming  to  the  French  a  conudenlde  exteniioB 
of  territorial  possession  in  India,  under  circumstances  hvounble  to  the  establiib- 
ment  of  an  exclusive  sovereignty  in  any  position  which  might  hcilitale  an  iols- 
courae  with  any  of  the  natives  states,  or  might  furnish  the  means  of  disturbing 
the  internal  tranqmility  of  the  British  dominions.  That  cessions  and  interchangH 
of  territory,  which  would  involve  consequences  of  this  nature,  might  ije  effecUd 
between  France  and  other  European  powers  established  in  India,  must  be  obvioni 
to  your  Lordship's  knowledge  of  the  local  position  of  the  Dutch  and  Portuguen 
possesnons  in  India,  without  entering  into  any  contidentJon  of  the  territoiial 
possessions  of  other  European  powers  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe. 

With  r^nrd  to  the  fortiflcations  of  the  several  places  to  be  restored,  to  dtfatr 
Republic  on  the  continent  of  India,  I  apprehend  that  long  belbre  the  time  of 
the  signature  of  the  preliminary  treaty  (with  the  exception  of  the  works  at  Cochin) 
they  hul  been  destniyed,  and  that  no  norks  have  been  constructed  during  the 
occupation.  A  serious  question  however  will  arise  with  respect  to  the  right  of 
either  Republic,  to  restore  such  fortificatiiMis  as  may  have  been  destroyed,  or  to 
construct  new  works  in  new  positions.  To  this  subject  I  propose  to  solicit  your 
Lordship's  attention  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  despatch.  I  am  not  appiiied 
that  any  additions  of  importance  have  been  made  to  the  fortifications  at  Malacca, 
or  at  any  place  in  the  Eastern  Seas  since  those  Dutch  settlements  have  been  occu- 
pied by  the  British  Government. 

In  considering  the  instructions  contained  m  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  6th  of 
Hay,  IB02,  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  necessary  to  advert  to  the  relative  situatioQ 
and  natural  pretensions  of  the  French  and  Batavion  Republics  in  the  capacity  of 
states  possessed  of  territory  in  India,  as  well  as  to  the  condition  and  claims  of  tbe 
individual  subjects  of  those  powers  respectively. 

The  convention  of  1787  contains  no  special  ddloition  of  the  rdative  nsitionsl 
rights  of  Great  Britain  and  Fnnce  in  India,  in  the  capacity  of  states  respectively 
possessed  of  territory,  hut  the  general  spirit  of  that  engagement,  hit  Majesty's  in- 
stnictions  to  Mr.  Eden  of  September,  1 787,  and  the  letter  ot  the  Secret  fi«D- 
mittee  of  the  Court  of  Directors  to  the  Governor-General  in  council,  of  the  3nl 
of  November,  1TB7,  afford  sufficient  proof  that  an  admission  of  our  eiclusiTe 
sovereignty  within  the  territories  actually  possessed  by  the  Company  in  India,  and 
of  our  exclusive  authority  over  our  native  tributaries  and  dependent  princes,  con- 
stituted a  fundamental  principle  of  the  convention  of  17B7 ;  that  France  Dnds 
the  stipulations  of  that  treaty,  was  recognized  merely  as  a  commercial  power 
within  the  limits  of  our  sovereignty,  authority,  or  influence;  and  that  the  con- 
vention of  17Sl,  was  not  intended  by  Great  Britain  to  secure  to  France  within 
those  limits  any  other  advantages  than  a  liberal  protection  in  the  ft«e  eierdse  of 
a  safe  and  independent  trade,  together  with  an  impartial  administratioD  of  justice 
under  the  established  sovereign  power  of  tbe  Company,  or  under  our  established 
authority  or  Influence  in  the  dominions  of  our  tributaries  and  dependents. 

The  events  which  have  occurred  In  India  since  the  date  of  tbe  convention  ot 
I7B7,  have  considerably  extended  the  limits  within  wbltdi  (under  the  principle 
•itumed  at  that  time)  France  as  a  state  holding  territory  in  India,  would  be  con- 
sidered in  tbe  most  favourable  view  to  possess  no  right  beyond  tbt  condttioQ  of  a 
protected  commercial  estabBatament,  under  the  authority  of  an  acknowledged 
aovereign  power. 

From  the  year  17S7,  to  the  present  period  of  time,  the  British  SoverBgntjr  ia 
India  has  been  directly  extended  over  the  province  of  Benares,  over  tbe  greatci 
part  of  the  territories  of  Tippoo  Sultaun,  over  Tonjore,  a  coniiduable  part  at  the 
Deccan,  the  whole  of  the  Comatic,  the  greftter  put  of  Oude,  the  dty  of  SmL 
part  of  Guzerat,  and  tbe  Ishiid  Of  Ce]4oii,  ukd  by  the  tresty  air  Bawein  mtr  part 
•f  tbe  Mahiatt*  territory. 
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The  dependcnCT  of  the  K^ahs  td  Benares  and  of  T^ore,  of  the  NawautM  of 
Surut,  of  the  Caroatic,  and  of  Oude,  has  beeo  clearl;  defined  and  confirmed.  The 
Nizam  has  entered  into  eogagements  with  the  Bnti^h  Government,  iavoWiaK  a 
condition  of  dependence  at  least  equal  to  that  in  vhich  the  Nawaub  of  the  Car- 
nttic  mu  (daced  in  17ST ;  the  Mibiiating  treaties  so  closelT  connect  the  Eajah  of 
Hywre  with  the  CompaDj,  tliat  his  GoTrmment  is  abaolatcly  identified  vith  the 
British  power,  and  cannot  by  any  foreign  state  be  eonudered  otherwise  than  w  % 
brand!  of  the  soTere^tir  of  the  Companr,  eierciied  through  a  Dadre  dependent 
prince.  The  Guickwar  and  U>e  Pelriiva  have  respectively  formed  connections  with 
the  Britiih  Government,  which  render  eaeboftboaepovendepeDdentoD  the  Com- 
pany for  protection. 

Applying  the  general  tenor  and  ipirit  of  the  principles,  on  which  was  founded 
the  ccmvention  of  1787,  to  the  actu^  state  of  tlie  Britiab  power  in  India,  I  thtte- 
lore  conclude,  that,  witliin  all  the  British  territories,  poueuions,  and  dependencias 
acquired  since  the  year  17S7,  as  well  as  within  those  possessed  by  Great  Britain 
previously  to  that  period  of  time,  I>ance,  in  the  moat  fovourable  view,  is  not 
entitied  to  be  admitted  to  any  advantage  beyond  the  inununities  of  a  mere  com- 
mercial establishment  to  be  protected  by  the  British  sovereignty,  authority,  and 
infiueoce  in  the  secure  exercise  of  tmde  under  just  and  equitable  tegulationB. 

Tliii  construction  of  hisH^esty'i  commands,  and  of  your  Lordship's  in  structiims, 
would  appear  to  me  to  be  correct,  evrai  if  I  had  understood  from  the  tenor  of 
t^cae  orders  that  the  convention  of  1787  had  been  formally  and  expressly  re- 
newed with  the  French  Republic,  and  that  France  had  become  entitled  to  claim 
the  advantages  of  that  convention,  as  matter  of  nationai  right. 

But  your  Lordship's  instructions  of  the  &th  of  May,  1802,  iuving  expressed  it 
to  be  his  H^etty's  pleuure,  under  the  present  circumstances,  to  allow  to  France 
all  the  advantages  of  the  conventioo  of  17S7, 1  have  been  led  by  those  expression* 
to  conceive  thai  no  formal  stipulation  to  that  effect  has  been  concluded  with 
tbe  French  RepuUic,  and  that  the  observance  of  the  provisions  of  the  conventios 
of  1787,  as  the  rule  of  dedsion  in  all  questions  which  ms,;  arise  with  respect  to 
the  French  in  India,  will  rest  absolutely  upon  his  M^esty's  future  pleuure. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  piesume  to  sidtmic  to  your  Lordsliip's  coo- 
aideration  sucb  reflectjona  as  have  occurred  to  my  miEid  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  modifyii^  the  rules  which  would  be  derived  from  the  provisiona  of 
the  conventiiui  of  1 767,  in  such  a  manner  as  may  render  the  application  of  the 
general  spirit  and  tenor  of  that  engagement  more  suitable  to  the  actual  state  of 
the  British  empire  in  India. 

By  the  Ist  article  of  the  convention  of  I7ST,  his  Majesty  engages  ''  to  talie  such 
meaiure*  as  shall  be  in  his  power  for  securing  to  the  subjects  of  Fiance  a  safe, 
bee,  and  independent  trade,  such  as  was  carried  on  by  tLe  French  East  In^ 
Company,  and  as  it  is  explained  in  the  foUowmg  articles,  whether  they  eierdae 
it  individuaily,  or  as  a  Company,  as  well  in  the  Nabi^hip  of  Aicot,  and  tli* 
couutriea  of  Madura  and  Tai^ore,  as  in  the  provinces  of  Ben^,  Bahar  and  Orixa, 
in  tbe  northern  Circars,  and  in  general  in  all  the  British  possessions  on  the  coast 
of  Orixa,  Coramandcl,  and  Malabar." 

The  4tb  article  declares,  that  "  the  ux  ancient  factories,  namely,  Chandem^ 
gore,  Cosaimbusir,  Dacca,  Jugdea,  Balasore,  and  Patna,  with  the  territories  beh>ng- 
ing  to  the  said  &ctories,  shall  be  under  the  protection  of  the  French  flag,  and 
,  Bubiect  to  the  Frendi  jurisdiction." 

The  Sth  article  declares,  that  "  France  shall  always  have  possessioD  of  the  an^ 
dent  houses  of  Soopore,  Keeipoy,  Cannieole,  Mohunpore,  Serampore.  and  Chitta- 
gong,  as  well  a*  the  dependencies  on  BaopoiK,  viz.,  Gautjeraut,  Alunde,  Cbiotzabad, 
Patoreeha,  Moneyptxe,  and  Dololbandy ;  and  shall  further  have  the  fiuruUy  of 
ftt^MH''1n|:  new  houses  of  commerce ;  but  none  of  the  said  houses  shall  have  any 
jnrisdictioD,  or  any  exemption  from  the  ordinary  justice  of  the  country,  exercised 
tlvtc  British  sulyects." 

By  the  6tfaaiticle|his  Majesty  engages"  totalce  measures  to  secure  to  French  sub> 
jecta,  without  the  limits  of  the  andent  factories  above  mentioned,  an  exact  and  im- 
partial admiDiatratioa^t  justice  in  all  matters  Goaoeming  their  persons  or  properties, 
or  tl»e  catryiDg  on  dieii  trade  In  thesainc  Dunner.andaB  e^otually  a*  to  hi*  own 
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Under  the  opention  of  thew  uticles  hla  H^featjr  engiged  to  Mcure  to  tbt  mA- 
Jects  of  France  lather  iodWlduilly  or  in  the  cbancter  of  a  company,  vitbln  all  the 
BritiBh  poeseuioDs  uid  dependenciei,  a  free  trade,  by  eatabUcUng  tbe  lix  ancient 
FrcDCh  ketones  in  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriia,  in  the  exerdae  of  Frendi  juiiadiction 
within  tbtir  respective  limits;  by  conflrming  to  the  French  the  posKaakm  of  tkeir 
•ndent  houses  of  commerce  without  the  limits  of  tbose  bctories,  sabject,  how- 
ever, to  tbe  ordinary  justice  of  the  country  exercised  over  British  solytctii  by 
granting  to  France  the  faculty  of  eatablishing  new  houses  of  commerce  under  a 
itanilar  restriction,  and  finally,  by  affording  to  sU  French  subject*  vitboot  tbe 
limits  of  tbe  indent  bctories,  the  benefit  of  the  same  administration  of  jnitice  a* 
ia  exercised  aver  British  subjects. 

The  articles  which  stipulate  for  the  restitution  of  the  ancient  French  tuoanta, 
together  with  the  exerdse  of  French  juiisdicUon  in  each  respedivdy,  appear  to  be 
of  a  description  which  cannot  now  be  modified  without  inyolving  qaestioaa  of 
difficulty  and  danger,  but  I  trust  that  your  Loidsbip  will  be  enidiled,  without  on- 
barrassment,  to  advert  to  the  situation  of  French  subjects  in  India  residing  without 
the  limits  of  tbe  ancient  factories,  and  of  the  towns  of  Calcutta,  Madras,  and 
Bombay,  and  to  the  faculty  granted  to  Fiance  under  the  5th  artide  of  the  con- 
vention, of  establishing  new  houses  of  commerce. 

For  the  purpose  of  submitting  to  your  Lordship  the  most  full  informatioa  on 
these  ioportant  points,  I  have  tbe  honour  to  eackwe  on  extract  of  a  letter  from 
the  Governor- General  in  Council  to  the  Secret  Committee,  under  date  the  6th  of 
November,  1788,  by  which  document,  as  well  u  by  considering  the  charten  at 
his  Migesty'i  Courts  at  Fort  WilUam,  Madras,  and  Bombay,  and  the  regulations 
enacted  by  the  Governor- Genenil  in  Couuci!,  and  by  the  subordinale  gnvenunentt 
of  Foit  Bt.  Geoi^  and  Bombay,  your  Lordafaip  will  perceive,  that,  if  the  advan- 
tages of  tbe  &th  article  of  the  conventian  of  t7ST  be  extended  to  all  Frmch  sub- 
jects residing  without  the  limits  of  the  ancient  factories,  the  Imnediale  conse- 
queoce  must  be  to  exempt  all  French  subjecta  residli^  without  tiie  limits  of  tbe 
ancient  factories,  and  wiUiout  the  limits  of  the  towns  of  Calcutta,  Madras,  and 
Bombay  respectively,  from  the  restraint  of  any  existing  civil  or  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion in  any  part  of  tbe  Company's  dominions. 

Tbe  charters  of  his  Majesty's  Courts  grant  no  jurisdiction  In  civU  or  criminal 
cases  over  forngn  Europeans  beyond  tbe  limits  of  the  towns  of  Calcutta,  Madras, 
and  Bombay  respectively ;  the  regulstions  of  these  govenunents  eatahlisbing  the 
Compsny's  dvil  and  criminal  courts  of  judicature  in  the  provinces  have  not  ren- 
dered British  subjects  amenable  to  tbose  Courts,  nor  could  tbe  junsdiction  of  the 
Company's  Courts  be  extended  to  British  sul^ects  without  the  previous  authority 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  framed  expressly  for  that  purpose.  With  the  exception 
of  British  subjects,  all  Europeans  residing  without  the  limits  of  their  respccliTe 
factories,  and  of  tbe  towns  of  Calcutta,  Madras  and  Bombay,  previously  to  the 
convention  of  1787,  were  equally  amenable  with  natives  to  the  authority  of  the 
Company's  civil  and  criminal  courts,  But  as  the  Sth  artide  of  the  Canventioii 
placed  the  subjecta  of  Fiance  in  India,  with  regard  to  dvi)  and  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion bi  the  Company's  provinces  on  the  same  level  with  British  subjects,  the 
flubjects  of  France  were  necessarily  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe  Com- 
pany's Courts,  and  no  Act  of  Parliament  or  charter  from  the  Crown  having  ex- 
tended the  jurisdiction  of  hie  M^esty's  Courts  to  French  sulyects  resident  in  the 
provinces,  the  result  was  the  entire  exemption  of  all  French  subjects  in  that  situa- 
tion from  every  restraint  of  dvil  or  criminal  law. 

This  inconvenience  was  indicated  to  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  honouiable 
the  Court  of  Directors  by  the  despatch  ft«m  the  Governor- General  in  Council  of 
tbe  6th  of  November,  1788,  to  an  extract  from  which  1  bad  the  honour  of  soli- 
citing your  Lordship's  attention  in  a  fbrmer  Paragraph.  The  rejdy  of  the  Secret 
Committee  to  that  letter  is  dated  the  ISth  of  April,  1789.  A  copy  of  it  ia  an- 
nexed to  this  despatch  for  your  Lordship's  information.  Your  lj>i^ship  will  re- 
mark that  the  Becret  Committee  concurred  in  tbe  opinion  of  the  Governor-General 
in  Council,  that  difficulties  might  arise  in  tbe  execution  of  the  Sth  artide  of  tbe 
convention  of  1787,  and  intimMed  that  an  early  and  attentive  considcratitMi  would 
be  given  to  the  subject.  No  measures,  however,  appear  to  have  been  adopted 
nther  in  Great  Britain  or  <n  India  fot  the  purpose  of  removing  the  stated  inom- 
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e.  Bad  from  the  31st  of  Hajr,  1T88,  until  the  commencement  of  wit  with 
Fnnce  in  1 J93,  the  subjects  of  Frmnce  reiiding  without  the  limits  of  the  ancient 
French  fujtoiies,  uid  of  the  towni  of  Calcutta,  Mldiu  nod  Bombay,  continued  in 
a  state  of  entire  exemption  from  the  restraints  of  civil  or  criminai  law  under  the 
operation  of  the  btb  uticle  of  the  convention  of  1787.  During  that  period  «f 
time  the  Compaoy's  magistrates  in  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orissa,  exercised  the  pover 
which  they  possesned  of  apprehending  FVench  subjects  accused  of  crime*  and  of 
detaining  them  for  future  trial  before  his  Miyesty's  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
at  Fort  William  ;  but  as  do  regular  and  legal  mode  existed  of  bringing  such  cri- 
minals to  trial  coiulttently  with  the  eiiatiiig  charters  of  hii  Majesty'!  Courts,  or 
with  the  public  faith  pledged  by  the  convention  of  17B7,  conuderable  inconve- 
ikience  was  experienced  in  various  inalancea ;  while  tlie  propLiety  of  detaining  cii- 
ntinala  under  such  drciunstancea  could  be  justiAed  only  by  th«  absolute  neceaaity 
of  the  CMC. 

The  TUptnie  between  Gnat  Britain  and  France  in  the  year  1793  removed  tliese 
embaiTMament*  by  satpending  the  opentloa  of  the  convenLon  of  1787,  and  do 
difitcuKy  wa«  experienced  during  the  continuance  of  the  war  with  regard  to  the 
lituatliMi  of  aillaects  of  Fnnce  residing  in  any  part  of  India.  The  revival  of  the 
ptindplea  of  the  convAition  of  17S7  at  this  period  of  time  must  renew  the  difficul- 
ties represented  in  the  letter  from  the  Governor- General  In  Council  of  the  6th  of 
November,  I7S8,  unless  early  measures  be  adopted  in  Europe  either  by  an  Act  of 
the  PacUunent  of  the  United  Kingdom  or  by  amicable  explanation  with  France  to 
preclude  all  ioconvenience  in  the  admin  istratioD  of  juitice  to  the  foreign  Euro- 
peans residing  within  the  British  territories  in  India. 

The  construction,  however,  which  his  Mfyesty's  commands  ^>pear  to  admit 
rdievea  the  local  government  of  India  IVom  any  immediate  dilBculty  with  regard 
to  this  important  question,  while  it  enables  me  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  with- 
out reserve  every  suggestion  which  can  tend  to  illustrate  this  part  of  the  subject. 
The  convention  of  17B7  not  having  been  formally  revived  between  his  Hqesty 
and  the  French  republic,  and  not  conatituting  any  actual  obligation  of  the  public 
fiitb,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the  duty  of  the  local  government  of  India  to  modify 
the  execution  of  bit  Hi^esty's  commands  with  regard  to  the  administration  of 
justice  to  French  subjects  residing  in  the  provinces  by  sudi  regulations  as  may  best 
adapt  the  spirit  of  his  Majesty's  intentions  to  drcumttances  which  could  not  have 
been  under  consideration  at  the  time  of  issuing  those  commands. 

Until  his  Majesty's  further  pleasure  can  be  received  1  shall  not  hewtate,  there- 
fore, to  consider  all  subjects  of  France  residing  without  the  limits  of  the  andent 
French  factories,  and  without  tbe  limits  of  the  towns  of  Calcutta,  Madras,  and 
Bombay  respectively  to  be  amenable  to  the  Company's  courts  of  dvil  and  criminal 
judicature  in  common  with  all  other  foreign  Ruropeans.  This  determination  will 
place  the  subjects  of  France  under  such  dreumsCances  precisely  in  the  situation  in 
which  they  stood  previously  to  the  conveation  of  1787,  and  will  render  them 
amenable  to  the  only  jurisdiction  in  India  which  can  legally  takecogniance  of  their 

Your  Lcndahip  will  observe  that  his  Hajeity's  Courts  in  India  under  their  pre< 
sent  cbartei  cannot  take  cognitance  of  the  actions  of  French  subjects  reaiding 
beyCHKl  the  limits  of  the  towns  of  Calcutta,  Madras,  and  Bombay  respectively,  no 
other  alternative  than  that  v^ch  I  propose  to  adopt  can  remain  to  this  Govern- 
ment conslstentiy  with  the  due  administintion  of  civil  and  criminal  justice  until 
the  ftirther  notification  of  his  Hajeity's  jdeasure  shall  be  received ;  and  that  no 
consideration  inferior  to  a  solemn  stipulation  of  pabHc  fisith  or  to  his  H^eaty'i 
final  commands  could  justify  this  Government  in  withholding  the  exercise  of  so  im- 
portant a  branch  of  its  duty  as  the  administration  of  dvil  and  criminal  justice  to 
any  description  of  personsreaidentwtthinthe  limits  of  its  authority.  Your  Lord- 
ship will  also  be  sensible  of  the  hazard  to  which  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the 
country  and  the  happiness  and  security  of  our  native  subjects  must  be  exposed  it 
the  subjects  of  Frvnce  were  to  be  admitted  within  our  dominions  under  an  entire 
exemption  from  the  restraints  of  civil  or  criminsl  law. 

I  now  proceed  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  my  sentiments  with  regard  to  the 
principles  which  appear  to  my  judgment  to  be  most  expedient  for  the  final  regula- 
tion of  this  question. 

All  fordgn  Europeans  residii^  without  the  limlta  of  their  reapective  factories. 
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and  tlw  wtthout  the  limita  of  Cilcutta,  Hadru  and  Bomb*.}'  twpMtiwly,  bctng 
nowuneaable  to  the  Coropuiy'*  courts  of  civil  md  crimiDaljudJcatiiTe  in  the  pto- 
Tinea,  it  la  proper  to  examine  the  policy  of  continuing  the  tame  ayateni  of  admi- 
niitiation  of  justice  or  of  modifying  it,  either  with  reipect  to  the  subjects  of  anj 
paiticuiar  European  itate  or  with  respect  to  til  foreign  Europeans.  The  priitdple 
of  Incolcating  a  higli  respect  for  the  European  character  conititutea  a  main  fouQ- 
datlon  of  our  power  in  India,  and  It  ha*  therefore  appeared  to  me  to  haTe  been  a 
miatalfen  and  dangerous  policy  to  subject  Europeans  of  any  deacription  in  ainuDal 
cases  to  the  jur^sdictioii  of  the  Company's  Courts,  where  natjve  officers  mmt  be 
concerned  in  the  trial  and  soitence,  and  where  the  proceedinga  must  be  gorenied 
by  the  principles  of  the  Hindoo  or  Mahomedan  law,  altbou^  modified  in  some 
cues  by  the  regulation!  of  the  British  Government.  It  is,  therefore,  my  decided 
opinion  that  all  foreign  Europeans  should  be  rendered  exclusively  amenaUe  ID  his 
M^eaty's  Courts  in  India  in  criminal  cases;  the  Company's  ma^strates,  however, 
in  their  capacity  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  under  the  Act*  of  the  33d  year  ol  the 
rdgn  of  his  Majesty  should  as  at  present  retain  the  power  of  ^iprehending  and  de- 
taining for  trial,  before  his  Majesty's  Courts,  ^  Europeans,  including  British 
European  aobjects-of  every  description  accused  of  crimes.  I  take  the  liberty  of 
recommending  to  your  Lordship  the  immediate  introduction  of  an  Act  of  Parila- 
ment  for  extending  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  hii  H^pesty's  Courts  to  all  foreign 
Europeans  according  to  the  preceding  suggestion*. 

The  principle  of  these  suggestion*  neceuarily  includes  Amencans  and  the 
children  of  Europeans  or  Americana  by  Europeaiu  and  Americans. 

Such  an  Act  of  Parliament  would  remove  >dl  difficulty  tn  India  with  regard  to  tbe 
Freaeli  in  criminal  caiei,  asit  would  place  them,  with  regard  to  the  administiatioD 
of  criminal  justice  precisely  on  the  aame  level  with  hi*  H^jeity's  European  sub. 
Jects  residing  in  India. 

With  regard  to  civil  actions,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  necescary  restraint  upoa 
tbe  conduct  of  all  foreign  Europeaiu  resident  within  the  Campanr'spnmncea,  that 
the  local  jurisdiction  of  tbe  Company's  courts  should  take  cognizance  of  their  pro- 
ceedingi  in  all  civil  trausactians. 

The  distance  of  many  of  our  province*  from  tlie  respective  seats  of  his  Uajsaty** 
courts  of  judicature  would  render  it  difficult  for  our  native  subjects  to  resort  to  hia 
Majesty's  courts  for  redress  in  civil  cases,  and  it  is  well  known  that  our  native 
subjects  are  avene  to  such  appeate  to  a  remote  authority.  To  impart  to  hi* 
Majesty's  judges  the  power  of  making  circuits  throt^h  the  Company's  provinces  for 
the  trial  of  civil  actions  ori^nating  in  ditant  liluations  would  tend  to  withdraw 
tbe  respect  of  the  oatives  fii>m  the  established  executive  power,  to  divide  locd 
authority,  and  to  impair  the  consideratioa  of  the  Company's  civil  officen  and 
magistrates  in  the  opinion  of  our  native  subjects. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  Company's  courts  in  the  provinces  now  forms  a  salutary 
protection  to  our  native  subjects  against  the  oppres^na  and  frauds  of  fbreiga 
Enrapeans  while  it  operates  as  an  useful  instrument  to  the  Government  in 
observing  and  controUing  the  conduct  of  all  foreign  Europeans.  I  therefore  take 
the  liberty  of  recommending  that  the  cWil  juritdictlon  of  the  Company's  court* 
over  all  foreign  Europeans  be  coofirmed.  Americans  will  necessarily  be  inrludfri 
in  this  suggestion. 

No  reason  of  p<4tcy  qipeara  to  me  to  recommend  the  exemption  of  the  sutvecta 
of  France  resident  in  India  from  any  control  deemed  necessary  to  restrain  the 
conduct  of  other  foreign  Eunipeana.  On  the  other  band  various  consideiatiaiw 
require  that  the  conduct  of  French  subjects  resident  within  the  Company's  terri- 
tories in  India  should  be  observed  with  every  degree  of  vigilance,  and  controlled 
by  every  restraint  compatible  with  tbe  general  principles  of  justice,  with  the  law 
of  nations,  and  with  the  special  obligation  of  subsisting  treaties.  If  tberefiire  my 
opinion  should  not  have  been  erroooous  in  concluding  that  these  questions  still 
remain  open  to  his  Monty's  determination,  1  trust  that  they  may  be  determined 
in  conformity  to  the  principles  stated  in  the  preceding  paragnphs,  by  irtiicb  equal 
justice  will  be  administered  in  India  to  all  the  suiqects  of  European  or  American 
states  in  amity  with  hla  Majesty,  and  no  restraint  will  be  Inpoaed  which  is  not 

■  Cap.  63,  sect,  ISl. 
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•bulntdy  atatntr)  Tor  the  pmtectkia  of  our  natlTe  lutqccti,  and  for  tbe  pitaa- 
TKtJon  of  our  empire  id  tbe  East. 

For  youi  Loidihip'a  fuither  infoTnuitioD  on  this  bnmch  of  tbe  subject,  I  have 
tbe  honour  to  anoei  to  this  despatiA  a  note  written  at  m;  desire  by  Mr.  Barlow, 
observing  to  four  Lordship  that  I  entirti]'  concur  in  the  opinions  stated  bj  Hr. 
Barlow  k  that  note. 

The  particular  object  of  this  letter  has  not  led  me  to  cotuider  the  cue  of  British 
■ubjects  not  in  the  serflce  of  hit  HsjesCy  or  of  the  CompanT,  as  stated  by  Hr. 
Bartow,  but  I  entirely  ciHicur  b  the  expediency  of  subjecting  persons  of  that 
description  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Company's  courts  in  dtil  cases  in  the  man- 
ner proposed  by  Mr.  Barlow. 

In  considering  the  various  modes  by  which  dvil  and  criminal  justice  might  b« 
administered  to  French  subjects  reddent  without  the  ancient  factories,  I  have  not 
adverted  to  the  expedient  suggested  in  the  tetter  from  the  Goveraor-Qeneral  in 
Council  under  date  the  6th  November  1788,  of  referring  the  actions  of  all  French 
■ubjects  to  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe  principal  fVench  officer  rending  at  the  chief 
settlement  or  factory  belonging  to  the  French. 

Your  Lotdship  wUl  reniark  that  this  expedient  would  alford  no  adequate  security 
against  the  excesses  ot  the  subjects  of  France  residing  within  our  provinces,  and 
would  establish  between  the  French  ofiiceis  and  our  native  sobjecta  an  intercoursa 
of  1  nature  highly  derogatory  to  the  dignity  and  authority  of  the  British  Goram* 
nent,  iiuurious  to  tbe  internal  peace  and  good  order  of  our  provinces,  and  dm- 
gerous  to  our  political  interests. 

The  draft  of  the  proposed  Act  of  Parliament  to  which  reference  is  nnde  in  the 
letter  of  the  Governor-General  in  Council  of  the  6th  November  1788,  doe*  not 
»ppeu  to  me  to  embrace  the  objects  stated  in  the  preceding  paragraphs. 

In  framing  an  Act  of  Parltsment  for  the  purposes  which  I  have  had  the  hooour 
to  specify  in  this  despatch,  I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  your  Lordship  the 
expediency  of  consulting  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Burroughs,  late  Advocate-Oeoenl  in 
B^gal,  who  is  perfectly  qualified  to  afford  every  necessary  aasiataucc  on  every 
part  of  tbe  question. 

The  faculty  granted  to  France  by  the  Sth  Article  of  the  Oonvention  of  1787,  of 
"  ettabiiMng  luno  Houtet  of  Comnerce,"  appears  to  require  more  •ccoiUe  eq>la- 
nation  and  positive  commands  from  his  M^esty. 

Ftam  the  wonis  of  the  5th  article  it  is  not  evident  whether  the  right  of  establish- 
ing new  bouses  of  commerce  in  India  is  to  be  exerdsed  by  the  French  govtsti- 
ment  and  under  its  express  license,  or  individually  and  without  distinction  by  all 
French  subjects  who  may  arrive  in  India,  Tbe  Srst  article  of  the  convention 
secures  to  the  subjects  of  France  the  spedAed  rights  of  trade  whetbcr  exerdsed 
ibdividusliy  or  by  a  Company. 

tf  the  Fraocb  should  open  tbe  trade  to  IniUa  it  will  be  necessary  to  ascertain 
whether  under  the  5th  artide  of  the  convention,  the  local  governments  of  India 
are  required  to  permit  all  French  subjects  without  exception  to  establish  them- 
selvn  In  all  parts  of  the  territories  and  dependendei  of  the  Company,  under  no 
othm  restriction  than  that  such  French  subjects  shall  be  estaUished  in  bouses  of 
commerce;  it  is  also  desirable  to  ascertun  more  precisely  tbe  nature  of  tbe 
Mtablisbment  described  in  tbe  convention  by  the  term  "  House  of  Conuneme." 

Under  the  terms  ot  the  convention  unexplained,  I  apprehend  that  tlie  British 
possessions  and  dependendes  in  India  migbt  speedily  become  the  resoit  of  such  a 
multitude  of  French  adveatuiers,  ss  migbt  endanger  tbe  peace  of  the  country,  and 
mi^t  greatly  disturb  tbe  minds  of  our  natiii^  subjects  and  dependent*.  This  evil 
would  be  aggravated  if  it  were  deemed  itecesssry  to  give  full  speration  to  those 
stipulationi  of  the  convention  to  which  I  have  already  solidted  your  Lordship's 
attention,  and  under  which  1  apprehend  that  all  French  subjects  residing  beyoild 
the  limits  of  the  ancient  factories  and  of  the  towns  of  Calcutta,  Madna  and 
Bombay,  must  be  exempt  from  tbe  efficient  oontrcd  of  any  regular  civil  or  cri- 
minal jurisdIctitHi. 

lite  estalriishment  of  any  comidenhle  namber  of  French  subjects  UDdcr  any 
lesUlttioB  in  any  of  oar  provinces  must  be  viewed  with  ^tprehensioD  »bA  coaoern  \ 
ID  Oude,  in  Mysore,  in  tbe  ceded  and  conquered  districts,  in  Malabar,  Canara,  and 


other  maritime  poa  ... 

settled,  tbe  general  estahlishment  of  French  subjects  wculd  ha  highly  excap- 
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tionable ;  Mid  the  duiger  would  not  be  inferior  in  the  territorie*  of  oar  tnbutul« 
ind  illiea  the  N&bob  Vizier,  the  Nizam,  the  Peiihsn,  the  Guicowar,  uid  the  R^jab 
of  I^TMicore  ;  the  ettabliihment  of  any  consideiabie  number  of  French  tiouaei 
in  Cejlon  would  alio  appear  to  be  objectiooable  on  aimiLu  ground*. 

If  the  French  trade  to  lodia  shoutd  be  exercised  bj  a  company  or  onder  any 
form  of  licenie  from  the  Fteoch  gofenimeiit  to  individual*,  the  nunibef  of  Frtncfa 
advcDturen  defined  to  India  mi^t  poadbly  be  Dtore  limited  than  in  tlie  ereot  of 
•n  open  trade.  Even  in  thii  caae  the  power  of  limiting  that  number  would  be 
lodged  in  the  liand*  of  the  French  Company  or  of  the  Ttmdb  goveinnient.  It  i* 
■uppoied  bowers  that  the  Preach  trade  to  India  will  be  eotirdy  open,  and  that  no 
exclusive  Company  will  be  constituted,  and  no  power  of  teatraint  or  licenie  rt- 
aerred  by  the  French  GoTenunent. 

In  any  case  under  the  present  terms  of  the  Sth  Article  of  the  Convention,  the 
subjects  of  France  would  enjoy  greater  advantages  than  British  lubjecti  within  the 
British  possessloaa  and  dependencies  in  India ;  any  subject  of  Fnnce  without  pre- 
TJous  licence  or  covenant  from  the  Company's  Goremment  might  claim  a  positive 
right  to  crtabliBh  himself  ia  any  part  of  our  dominions  Or  of  the  territories  of  our 
tributaries  or  allies,  provided  oiily  that  be  should  establish  himself  in  a  house  of 
commerce,  nor  would  the  Company's  Government  possess  the  power  under  the 
stipulations  or  the  convention,  of  requiring  any  previous  security  for  the  conduct 
of  such  French  subject,  or  of  exercising  any  coottol  oyer  hia  conduct  aimikr  to 
that  eiercised  over  British  subjecta. 

Neither  British  sulyects  unlicensed  or  licensed  by  the  Company  to  reside  in 
India  nor  even  the  public  offlcon  in  the  service  of  the  Crown  or  of  the  Company 
are  entitled  to  privileges  so  extensive.  No  British  subject  can  establish  himself 
in  any  part  of  our  provinces  or  dependendes  without  the  express  permission  of 
the  local  government  and  the  continuance  of  sjl  such  establishments  of  British 
subjecta  whether  commercial  or  of  any  other  description,  depends  absolutely  upoo 
the  discretion  of  the  Governor  or  Governor-General  in  Coundl.  The  same 
powers  are  exercised  by  the  Company's  government  in  time  of  peace  over  all 
foreign  Europeans  of  every  description  beyond  the  limits  of  the  respective  esta- 
blished factories.  If  therefore  the  privilege  granted  by  the  words  of  the  Sth  srtiete 
to  the  tYench  be  not  restrained  by  bis  Monty's  orders,  i  ^prehend  that  it  will 
place  every  French  sutyect  in  India  in  a  aitnatian  of  superior  advantage  not 
only  to  that  of  every  other  foreign  European,  or  British  subject  unliceMed  <x 
licoued  by  the  Company,  boteven  to  that  of  the  servants  of  the  Crown  or  of  the 
Company,  inasnuch  as  it  will  exempt  French  subjects  with  r^atd  to  the  tight 
of  commercial  eatabliabments  from  the  authority  of  the  local  government. 

The  wotds  of  the  Sth  and  eth  articles  which  render  French  aubjects  residing 
in  the  new  houses  of  commerce  or  without  the  limits  of  the  andeat  Eactm>e« 
amenable  to  the  ordinary  justice  of  the  country,  cannot  be  conatrued  to  enable 
the  Company's  government  to  deny  to  any  French  subject  the  right  of  estahliafa- 
ing  a  house  of  commerce  in  any  part  of  India,  or  to  remove  any  such  e«t>- 
bluhment  after  it  has  been  formed.  The  words  quoted  in  this  paragisph  fhnn 
the  Sth  article,  relate  exclusively  to  the  ordinary  judicial  process  of  the  court* 
of  civil  and  criminal  justice ;  and  the  executive  power  of  the  Company's  govern- 
ment appears  to  be  restrained  by  the  terms  of  the  same  article  from  exercising  Uljr 
discretion  over  the  establishment  of  any  French  subject  in  a  house  of  commerce. 

The  same  principles  which  have  induced  me  to  detemiioe  until  further  ordera 
to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  stipulation*  of  the  convention  of  ITBT,  as  Ear  M 
they  relate  to  the  sdministiatioo  of  juitice  over  French  sulyects  in  India,  will 
justify  me  in  considering  the  right  of  establishing  new  house*  of  commerce  to  be 
subject  to  the  discretion  of  the  Company's  local  government  until  hi*  Mvjetty'a 
ulterior  commands  shall  be  received.     , 

The  question  involves  the  foundations  of  our  emph«  In  India ;  the  security  of 
our  empu'e  in  India  requires  that  the  establishment  even  of  British  sutijecta 
within  our  Indian  dominions  and  dependencies  should  be  restrained  by  the  moat 
strict  limitatians  and  observed  with  the  utmost  degree  of  vigilance  and  can. 
The  actual  power*  of  the  executive  government  in  India  have  secured  a  contnd 
over  the  establishment  and  conduct  of  British  subjects  sufficient  to  preclude  all 
apprehension  of  danger  tnm  an  inSux  of  British  adventurers  in  our  Oriental 
posaeaaions.     Without  the  active  exerdsc  of  that  control  considerable  danger 
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might  uiw  from  the  ertibluhment  of  any  great  number  evoi  of  British  adv«n- 
tuTera  bi  India:  your  Loidibip  will  apply  these  priodplea  to  the  caae  now  lub- 
niltted  to  your  contidentlon.  and  1  am  penuaded  tiiat  you  will  perceive  the 
necesaity  of  eatploying  every  effort  to  limit  the  number,  and  to  control  the  »ub- 
jecta  of  Ftance  to  be  admitted  within  our  pouesiioos  and  dependeodee  under 
the  treaty  of  Amiens. 

It  mighl^be  deemed  ■  ucure  and  equitable  amngement  to  conflnn  the  French 
in  the  possession  of  their  andent  factonei  and  houses  of  commerce,  and  to  sub- 
ject all  new  establishment*  to  the  discretian  and  previous  license  of  the  Com- 
pany or  of  the  British  government  in  India,  under  the  same  rates  which  now 
exist  with  regard  to  all  similar  establishments  of  British  mbjects. 

France  cannot  ol^ect  to  this  principle,  unless  she  be  determined  to  contest  oar 
rights  of  sovereignty  and  authority  within  our  estshlished  pnrinrtiiionti  and  de- 
pendeDcies  in  India. 

Neither  justice  nor  liberality  require  that  the  subjects  of  Fiance  should  enjoy 
greater  immunities  than  bis  M^esty's  subjects  within  the  limits  of  any  part  of  the 
British  empire.  If  any  such  cUim  be  preferred  by  France  with  respect  to  the 
British  possessions  and  dependencies  In  India,  it  must  be  founded  upon  a  luppo- 
utiun  that  those  posaesuons  and  dependencies  art  not  induded  within  the  llmiti 
of  the  British  empire. 

In  addition  to  these,  supplemental  irrangements  fbr  defirking  the  conditioo  of 
the  subjects  of  France  within  our  provinces  and  dependendes,  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  ascertain  by  some  Bxed  stipohtion  or  declared  rule,  the  pre- 
cise nature  of  the  rights  of  France  as  a  state  possessing  territory  In  India. 

In  the  capedty  of  a  mere  commercial  establishment  subsisting  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  British  power,  the  French  Govemment  hi  India  would  be  entided 
to  maintain  a  larger  military  force  than  might  be  necessary  for  the  presem^ 
ttoQ  of  Internal  tranquillity,  and  for  the  security  of  public  sod  private  property 
within  its  respective  settlements. 

It  appears  from  his  Mijesty's  instructions  to  Mr.  Eden  under  date  September 
ITBT,  to  have  been  his  H^esty'i  intention  at  that  time  to  consider  the  condition 
of  France  in  India  under  the  convention  of  17B7  to  be  that  of  a  merely  com- 
merdal  establishment  according  to  the  description  stated  in  ■  former  paragraph  of 
this  letter.*  The  convention  of  1787  contains  no  direct  eipretslon  of  this  prin- 
«iple,  hut  the  principle  may  justly  be  inferred  from  the  general  tenor  and  spirit  of 
that  engagement.  Former  treaties  ippeaf  to  predude  any  military  establlsbment 
of  the  French  within  the  prorincei  immediately  dependent  on  Bengal.  But  the 
settlements  of  Pondichcrry  and  Hahf,  and  other  places  in  the  southern  districts 
of  India,  are  rather  of  the  nature  of  military  stations  than  of  commerdal  eata- 
blishments,  and  the  cailltary  nature  of  those  stations  has  not  been  affected  by  the 
positive  letter  of  the  conventiOD  of  1 787,  or  by  the  practice  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment in  India  previously  to  the  war. 

It  would  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  British  Interests  to  determine  the  extent 
of  the  military  force  which  the  French  shall  be  permitted  to  maintain  at  those 
places,  and  generally  in  India,  as  well  as  to  dedde  whether  the  Frencb  shall  be 
aUowed  to  restore  tiie  works  of  any  of  thdr  farmer  fortiflcations,  or  to  construct 
new  works  at  any  of  their  settlements. 

The  convention  of  1787  is  entirely  silent  upon  these  points;  but  the  general 
spirit  of  that  engagement  applicable  to  the  present  time  would  appear  to  preclude 
the  Frendi  from  any  increase  of  their  military  atrength,  dther  by  fortifleationa,  or 
by  the  introduction  or  levyhig  of  troops,  beyond  the  extent  requisite  Ibr  the  secu- 
rity of  the  commerdal  rights  of  France  in  India.  . 

In  the  discussions  which  occurred  io  Parliament  on  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  the 
o{nniOQ  of  bis  M^esty's  ministers  seemed  io  be  decisive  in  favour  of  the  exdusltm 
of  France  in  India,  from  the  rights  of  a  military  power.  His  H*jesty's  commands 
sIgDiSed  in  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  5th  of  May,  h«ve  not  furnished  me  with 
any  spedal  instructiana  with  regard  to  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  rights  ol  the 
French  to  restore  their  andent  fortiScatioas,  or  to  coostiuct  new  worlu  of  that 
deacriptioi),  or  to  introduce  troops  Into  tbeir  settlements,  or  to  levy  troops  for  the 
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French  wTrice.  It  appetn,  howeyer,  from  the  eenenl  tenor  of  yoar  Lotdihip't 
letter,  utd  from  other  drcumstanco,  th«t  it  h«d  been  found  expedieotto  wmve 
tiie  discussion  of  those  points,  and  perhaps  in  this  ticw  of  the  subject  It  might  be 
hi*  H^jeMy*!  Intentioa  to  permit  the  French  to  restore  their  fortificatioDS  in 
India  to  the  state  in  vhich  the;  actually  existed  at  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
and  to  maintBia  io  India  any  military  force  which  should  not  be  of  greater  extent 
tium  the  French  army  maintained  In  India  at  that  period  of  time. 

Entertainiog,  however,  coniidemble  doubts  with  ref(ard  to  this  construction  of 
hia  Majesty's  commands,  1  conceive  it  will  be  my  duty  (in  the  event  of  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  French  offlcera  in  India  to  restore  the  demolished  forti- 
fications, or  to  construct  orw  works  in  any  of  their  lettlonents,)  to  address  • 
temperate  representation  to  the  local  government  ot  France  in  lodli,  stating  my 
reasons  for  propoting  a  reference  to  the  respective  governments  at  home  pn- 
TJously  to  the  completion  or  further  progress  of  any  such  works,  and  I  shall 
•ccordin^y  forward  the  earlieet  repiesentations  upon  the  subject  to  your  Lord- 
■hip  i  but  I  shall  not  attempt  to  intemipt  by  force  the  commencement  or  pi«- 
grcM  of  any  such  works  without  spedal  orders  fram  his  Miyesty. 

I  shall  apply  the  saine  general  principles  in  the  event  of  any  arrival  or  levy  of 
troops  for  the  French  service  in  India,  unless  In  the  extreme  case  of  such  an 
•ugmentation  of  the  French  force  ss  should  evidently  be  directed  to  hostile  pur- 
poses against  the  British  interests.  In  that  case,  1  am  latlsaed  that  hia  Hqest; 
will  expect  me  to  adopt  every  necessary  precaution  for  the  security  of  these 


I  am  aware  of  the  difhcultiea  which  might  attend  any  attempt  to  discuss  and 
determine  in  Europe  the  rights  of  France  with  regard  to  the  extent  and  nature  of 
her  fortifications,  snd  of  her  army  in  India.  Ettrerae  embarnaament,  bowevo', 
might  Briae  in  India  from  the  continuance  of  the  present  state  of  doubt  with  re- 
gard to  those  important  questions. 

Without  some  definite  arrangement  of  these  points,  the  French  might  gradually 
tstahlish  in  India  a  degree  of  military  power,  which  might  become  a  serious  object 
ot  solicitude  to  the  British  Government.  The  extent  of  the  European  force  to  be 
maintained  by  the  British  Government  in  India  must  always  bear  a  certain  pro- 
portion to  the  actual  strength  of  the  French  utay  maintaiDcd  in  India,  and  to  the 
(•cility  of  augmenting  that  force.  The  existence  of  any  eonsidenble  French  force 
In  India  must  always  tend  to  disturb  the  minds  of  the  native  states,  and  ot  our 
subjects,  tributaries,  dependents  and  alljes.  The  duigerous  impression  of  such  a 
French  establishment  could  be  counlerwjted  only  by  a  decided  and  evident  supe- 
riority of  strength  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government,  and  the  local  positioni 
of  the  principal  French  stations  would  require  that  a  coruidenble  body  of  our 
troops  should  be  exclusively  employed  in  observing  those  stations,  if  garrisoned  by 
a  large  force.  Your  Lordship,  however,  will  not  understiuul  my  opinion  to  be, 
that  even  the  entiredestruction  of  the  French  military  power  in  India  would  justify 
uy  reduction  of  our  present  military  establishments,  eapeciilly  of  our  European 
(brce ;  but  I  apprehend  that  any  considerable  augmentation  of  the  French  force  in 
India  would  require  a  large  augmentation  of  the  number  of  his  Majesty's  regiment* 
now  employed  in  India. 

I  request  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  situation  of  the  pOIiticd  right*  of 
Prance  in  India  with  relation  to  the  native  state*  and  powers.  It  would  be  very 
desirable  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  uiy  correspondrace  is  to  be  permitt«d  between 
the  French  and  any  of  those  states,  independent  of  the  British  power,  and  uncon- 
nected with  it  by  alliance  or  treaty. 

With  regard  to  the  independent  and  unallied  native  states,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  determine  whether  France  is  to  be  permitted  to  take  such  statea  under  her 
protection  or  guarantee,  or  to  furnish  officers  for  the  discipline  of  their  armies,  or 
military  stores,  ordnance,  and  other  military  resources,  for  the  improvement  of 
tiidr  respective  military  power ;  whether  the  French  are  to  be  allowed  to  contract 
sabsidla^  engagements  with  such  states,  and  to  receive  grants  at  tenttoty  ■• 
seoirity  fbr  the  payment  of  such  subsidies,  or  under  any  other  dicnmateicea.  to 
receive  grants  of  territory  or  any  other  establishment  from  any  of  the  indeprndent 
or  unallied  native  state*  or  power*. 
By  the  progres*  of  our  alliances,  and  the  auccets  of  our  amu,  the  French  are 
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kbaoluteir  excluded,  (without  comtDttting  act*  of  potlthv  RggrenioD,)  ham  any 

conDectlon  of  the  nature  described,  vith  U17  coiuidenble  natiTe  Matea  or  povwn 
of  India,  eiceptlng  Scindiih,  th«  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  the  famll)'  of  Holkar.  But 
many  of  the  inferior  dau  of  (falei  are  still  open  to  French  intriffue. 

With  mani?  of  these  powers  the  French  might  form  politica]  connectiona,  and 
under  those  connections  might  obtain  territorial  and  milltarf  establishments 
ertremely  dani^rous  to  the  British  interests ;  and  great  evils  are  to  be  appfdieitded 
eren  from  the  systematic  Intnxluction  of  French  adienturers,  and  French  military 
science  into  the  armies  of  the  indepecdent  and  unallied  native  powers.  With 
regard  to  all  our  tributaries,  dependents,  or  allies,  I  coDClode  that  his  M^eity  will 
approve  my  determination  to  prohibit  In  the  moat  strict  manner  any  interOHine 
between  them  and  the  agents  or  emissaiies  of  Fiance. 

The  exercise  of  political  powers  of  the  nature  descrllted  in  these  suggestions 
certainly  cannot  be  deemed  neceaaary  to  the  security  of  a  limited  commercial  eita- 
blishment  existing  under  the  protection  of  the  acknowledged  sovereign  authority 
of  tbe  British  Government.  But  If  France  should  entertain  deaigns  oC  reviving  in 
India  a  rival  power  and  dominion,  with  a  view  of  checking  the  present  ascendency 
of  the  British  influence,  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  the  political  connectiona  to 
which  I  have  referred  might  become  useful  instruments  of  French  ambition  and 

France  may  contest  our  right  to  interim  with  her  ayatem  of  n^otiationB  or 
estabUshment  at  the  courts,  or  In  the  dominions  of  powers  unconnected  with  us 
either  by  dependence,  alliance,  or  treaty.  The  security  of  tlM  British  empire  in 
India,  however,  absolutely  demands  that  France  should  not  be  permitted  to  extend 
her  territorial  posaessiona  in  India,  or  in  any  nianner  to  strengthen  Uie  military 
power  and  resources  of  any  native  state  in  India, 

In  the  present  disturbed  condition  of  the  Mahratta  em|rire,  and  of  several  of  the  ' 
Inferior  native  states,  favourable  oppoituniliea  might  be  offered  to  the  enterprising 
andadveaturous  spirit  of  the  French  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  such  piojecti. 

It  would,  therefore,  be  highly  advantageous  either  lo  fii  by  positive  treaty  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  political  power  of  France  in  India,  or  to  furnish  the  local 
government  of  India  with  such  instructions  as  might  prescribe  a  syatematic  couiM 
of  precautionary  measures  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  French  from  forming 
connectiona  or  establishments  of  the  descriptiim  ^prehended. 

With  a  view  also  to  the  stability  of  the  British  ascendency  m  India,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  determine  whether  France  shall  at  any  time  be  permitted,  without  the 
spectal  consent  of  the  British  power,  to  increase  her  territorial  possessions  in  India 
by  ceaaions  or  con  quests  from  any  European  power  now  occupying  territory  in  India. 

I  have  already  submitted  my  aentimenta  to  your  Ijordship  on  this  part  of  the 
subject  with  referrence  to  such  a  period  of  time  as  may  be  supposed  to  connect 
any  such  cession  from  an  European  power  with  the  spirit  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens; 
but  it  would  be  desirable  to  regulate  a  question  of  this  importance  by  some  perma- 
nent and  established  principle. 

The  condition  of  the  subjects  of  the  Batavian  Republic  resident  within  the 
Companj'a  dominions  and  dependencies  in  India,  is  not  affected  by  the  ronveation 
of  ITST.  The  Dutch  subjects  will  therefore  return  to  the  situation  in  which  they 
were  placed  previously  to  the  war,  and  consequently  I  do  not  apprehend  any 
embairassments  with  regard  to  the  admiustration  of  justice  over  Dutch  nibjecta, 
or  to  any  claims  on  their  part  to  the  right  of  forming  new  establishments  within 


The  political  and  military  rights  of  the  Batavian  Republic  In  India  will,  however, 
require  your  Lordship's  attention,  with  reference  to  the  principles  which  I  have 
submitted  to  you  respecting  similar  pretenwons  on  the  part  of  France. 

This  delicate  and  important  question  will  become  more  urgent,  in  proportion  as 
the  interesta  and  power  of  the  Batavian  Republic  alkali  be  more  nearly  connected 
with  those  of  Prance.  If  an  union  of  interests  and  power  should  be  estabhshed 
between  the  two  Republics,  nearly  equal  danger  may  arise  from  the  political  and 
military  power  of  either,  and  our  security  may  require  the  applicatiaa  of  similar 
restiainta  to  both. 

Any  considerable  increase  of  the  Dutch  military  force  at  Cochin  might  prove  the 
•ource  of  serious  inconveoieoce,  notwithstanding  the  destruction  of  the  hostile 
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power  of  HrsoTC    Other  tettlnnenti  of  the  BatiTiin  Kepublie  might  ilao  Amith 
the  meuii  of  dutuibing  the  Britiih  eatablishmenta. 

la  ■dverting  to  the  political  and  military  power  of  the  Batavun  and  Frencli 
Republioi  to  be  established  in  India  under  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  yoiu  Lordship's 
attention  will  neceiurily  be  directed  to  the  amount  of  the  nsTsl  Auce  to  be  main- 
tained in  India  by  those  Republics.  This  question  is  beyond  the  limits  of  my  duty 
or  authority;  but  in  endeavouring  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  the  variou*  cir- 
cumtancea  which  may  affect  the  importaot  interests  committed  to  my  charge,  it  has 
appeared  to  me  to  be  requisite  to  advert  to  the  necessity  of  estsblisliing  a  rule  for 
the  guidance  of  the  local  govemment  in  India,  in  the  event  of  any  actual  or 
meditated  increase  of  the  French  or  Dutch  naval  forces  in  India,  or  of  any  attempt 
towards  the  improvement  of  their  sea-ports  (with  a  view  to  hostile  operations  bj 
•ea,)  or  towards  any  augmentation  of  thdr  naval  resource!  in  India,  or  toward* 
deriving  advantage  from  the  abundant  means  which  India  affords  of  building  shipa 
of  war,  and  of  founding  a  formidable  naval  power  in  these  seas. 

The  consideration  of  this  branch  of  the  question  will  lead  your  Lordship  to 
examine  the  ri^t  or  inclination  of  the  French  or  Batavian  Republics  to  occiqiy 
either  by  force  or  by  negotiation  any  part  of  the  donunions  of  the  King  of  Ava, 
and  you  will  detenniDe  the  propriety  o(  instructing  the  local  government  of  India 
on  that  delicate  and  important  question. 

This  letter  having  necessarily  involved  a  discussion  of  considerahle  detail,  it  oiay 
be  convenient  to  your  Lordship  that  I  should  conclude  by  recapitulating  the  prin- 
dpal  questions  on  which  I  am  aiious  to  obtain  your  Loidship's  instructioDB. 

First  Whether  the  convention  of  1T87  has  been  formally  revived  between  his 
HiO^>ty  and  France,  or  whether  the  admission  of  the  French  to  the  benefits  of  that 
treaty  rests  absolutely  upon  his  Mqesty's  indulgence,  and  cannot  be  claimed  as  aa 
obligation  of  public  faith. 

Secondly.  By  what  jurisdiction  and  in  what  manner  civil  and  criminal  judktii  to 
he  administered  to  the  sutijects  of  Fiance  within  the  territories  and  dependendea 
of  the  British  Government  in  India. 

Thirdly.  By  what  r^ulatious  the  eitahlishmentsof  the  French  within  the  Britlsk 
possessions  and  dependencies  are  to  be  limited  or  restnined. 

Fourthly.  Whether  the  French  Government  in  Indiais  to  be  considered  u  a 
mere  commercial  estshlishment,  or  as  a  political  and  military  power. 

Fifthly.  If  the  French  Government  in  India  is  to  be  considered  as  a  politica]  and 
military  power,  what  are  to  be  the  relations  of  that  power  towards  the  British 
possessions,  dependencies,  and  alUea,  and  also  towards  the  independent  and  unallied 
native  poweta :  whet  i*  to  be  tbe  extent  of  the  military  power  to  be  nwntained  by 
France  in  India,  and  what  is  to  be  the  extent  of  her  right  to  repur  o  ~ 
fortiflcationi,  or  to  strengthen  ber  military  resources  in  India  by  i 

Sixthly.  If  the  French  Government  in  Indiais  to  be  contidered  ii 
merely  of  a  commercial  establishment,  with  relation  to  all  the  powers  of  India, 
European  and  native,  by  what  regulations,  and  by  what  system  of  policy,  is  the 
local  British  Government  of  India  to  be  authorized  to  enforce  the  obligations  of 
Buch  a  condition  upon  the  French  Government,  and  upon  the  other  powers  of 

Seventhly.  What  is  to  be  the  coniUtion  of  the  Batavian  Government  in  Indii^ 
with  reference  to  military  and  political  power. 

^^thly.  Tbe  nature  and  extent  of  the  naval  power  of  the  French  and  Batavian 
Governments  in  India. 

Ninthly.  Whether  the  French  and  Batavian  Republic*  respectively,  are  to  be 
permitted  to  interchange  their  respective  territories  and  possessions,  or  to  make 
cessions  of  territories  or  possessions  to  each  other  respectively ;  or  to  receive 
interchanges  or  cessions  of  territory  bom  any  other  European,  or  native  power 
in  India. 

Id  examining  the  various  topics  which  this  despatch  embraces,  I  have  omitted 
to  observe  to  your  Lordship,  tliat  some  of  our  dependents  eierciae  a  local  and 
distinct  sovereign  authority  within  their  immediate  possessions;  the  Nawaub  at 
Oude,  the  R^fsh  of  Hysoie,  and  the  Niiam,  with  several  other  states  src  of  thia 
description.   It  ma;  become  a  question  whether  French  sutyect*  or  other*,  retidiog 
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within  the  pouetsioDi  of  luch  princes  or  ititea  ihould  be  uien>b1e  eicluiivelj  to 

the  civil  uid  crimind  juiisdicCion  on  the  spot,  or  to  tlie  Compuiy'a,  oi  to  any 
concurrent  juriidictioa  of  tbese  tkutborities.  On  this  point  ;oiir  Lordship  will 
receive  the  most  correct  opinion  from  the  high  legal  luthorities  in  F4igland.  It  is 
desirable  that  the  conduct  of  Europeui  foreigners  resident  within  the  immedi&te 
territories  of  our  dependent  princes  should  be  controlled  b;  some  jurisdiction  of 
more  just  and  regular  operation,  and  of  more  efiicBcious,  certain  and  speedy  effect 
than  can  be  derived  from  the  arbitraiy,  corrupt,  and  precarious  administration  of 
any  naUve^tate  In  India. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

WKLLEiLST. 

Poitcript,  23d  Jtily. 

1 .  For  your  Lordship's  more  easy  reference  with  regard  to  the  settlements  to 
he  restored  to  the  Batavian  and  French  Republics  within  the  territories  and 
dependeni^es  of  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  Geor^,  I  have  the  honor  to  annei  a 
copy  of  the  reply  of  that  government  to  myordersof  the  £4th  of  November,  1802. 
The  detailed  statements  to  which  the  letter  from  the  Government  of  Fort  St. 
George,  and  its  enclosures  refer,  will  be  foand  at  the  India  House,  if  your  Lordship 
should  have  occasion  to  examine  this  subject  with  particular  attention. 

2.  Your  Lordship  will  observe,  that  several  settlements  both  of  the  French  and 
Dutch  to  be  restored  under  the  treaty  of  Amiens  are  interspersed  within  the 
Company's  dominions  in  a  manner  which  is  likely  to  produce  great  inconvenience, 
and  to  interfere  essentially  with  the  uniformity  and  vigor  of  the  British  system  of 

3.  In  addition  to  the  instances  of  interspersed  possession,  stated  in  the  letter 
from  Fort  St,  George,  great  inconvenience  of  a  similar  nature  will  arise  in  Bengal, 
especially  from  the  restitution  of  the  small  district  of  Bamagore  situated  within 
a  few  miles  of  Calcutta,  on  the  same  l>ank  of  the  Hoogly  river.  The  restitution  of 
that  district  to  the  Dutch  will  seriously  aSect  the  police  and  local  revenue  of 
Calcutta,  and  will  obstruct  the  success  of  every  regulation  established  for  col- 
lecting the  town  duties,  and  for  maintaining  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the 
great  town  of  Calcutta,  and  of  its  populous  vicinity.  These  objects  are  highly 
important,  and  the  encreasing  population  of  Calcutta  renders  the  regulation  of  the 
lo<»J  administration  and  of  the  revenues  and  police  of  the  town,  a  matter  of  great 
consideration  in  the  general  government  of  this  empire. 

4.  It  would  be  highly  advantageous  if  the  British,  French  and  Dutch  Govern- 
ments of  India  could  be  vested  respectively  with  the  power  of  concluding  such 
interchanges  of  territory  as  might  establish  a  more  defined  boundary,  and  might 
preclude  the  confusion,  which  must  arise  from  the  intermixture  of  the  authorities 
of  the  British,  French,  and  Batavian  Governments. 

5.  It  would  be  desirable  that  this  power  should  be  special  with  regard  to  the 
district  of  Bamagore  and  to  the  districts  specified  in  the  report  from  Fort  St.  George. 
In  the  meanwhile  the  restitution  of  Bamagore  to  the  Dutch  will  be  attended  with 
Buch  extreme  inconvenience  to  the  police  of  Calcutta,  that  it  is  my  intention  to 
pay  the  amount  of  the  revenue  of  that  district  into  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the 
Dutch  Government,  and  to  withold  the  actual  restitution  of  the  district  until  I 
shall  have  the  honour  of  receiving  his  M^esty's  further  commands. 

S.  No  difficulty  could  occur  in  ceding  to  the  Batavian  Republic  a  tract  of  country 
injmedialely  aitjoining  to  Chinsurah  in  commutation  for  the  district  of  Bamagore. 
This  arrangement  will  be  equally  advantageous  to  both  parties. 

7.  I  have  not  annexed  to  this  letter  any  report  of  the  particular  settlements  and 
districts  to  be  restored  to  the  French  and  Batavian  Republics  under  the  imme- 
diate government  of  Bengal ;  the  several  settlements  are  so  well  known,  and  all  the 
documents  respecting  them  being  within  your  Lordship's  reach  at  the  India  House, 
The  same  observation  applies  to  the  factories  to  be  restored  by  the  Government 
of  Bombay  under  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 

Welles  LET. 
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The  Marquett  fFelletles  to  Lord  Hobarl. 
Ht  Lord,  Fort  William,  lit  August,  1803. 

1  have  the  honour  to  tcknowlcdge  the  receipt  ot  your  I«rdship«  diqwtch  of  the 
18th  March  isaa  received  on  the  Eth  of  Jul;,  1803  together  with  its  encloauiea. 

The  mode  of  carrying  into  effect  the  reatitutiona  to  be  made  under  the  treat; 
of  Amiena  on  the  continent  of  India  to  the  French  uid  Batavian  Republics  necea- 
sarilf  involved  varioua  Questions  respecting  territorial  limita,  and  other  natjooal 
and  local  rights  and  claims,  the  decision  of  nhkh  appeared  to  be  more  properly 
the  duty  of  the  Governor  Genentl  in  Council,  than  of  aay  of  the  sabordlnate 
governments. 

Under  this  impression,  on  the  S4th  of  November  1803,  I  issued  an  order  in 
Council  to  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  directing  certain  documents  and  state- 
ments connected  with  the  intended  restitutions  to  be  transmitted  U>  Bengal  f(X 
the  intonoatioQ  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  and  I  further  directed  that 
in  the  event  of  the  arrival  of  French  or  Batavian  Commissaries  or  other  officen, 
who  might  demand  possession  of  the  territories  to  be  restored  under  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  the  demand  should  be  referred  to  the  Governor  General  in  Council  in  the 
first  instance  i  and  that  the  actual  restitution  of  any  possession  demanded  should 
be  postponed,  until  express  authority  should  be  received  for  the  purpose  from  the 
Governor  General  in  Council.  In  the  interval  of  time,  vhich  must  necessarily  have 
elapsed  during  the  proposed  reference  to  Bengal,  I  directed  that  any  French  or 
Batavian  officers  who  might  have  arrived  In  India,  should  be  treated  with  every 
practicable  degree  of  civility  and  attention. 

My  order  in  council  of  the  24th  of  Nov,  ISOS.  appeared  to  he  requisite  for  the 
general  reasons  stated  in  the  3rd  Paragraph  ot  thia  letter ;  nor  could  the  govern- 
ment of  France  or  that  of  Holland  have  justly  complained  that  the  supreme  execu- 
tive power  of  the  British  Government  io  India,  liad  reserved  for  its  own  direct 
authority,  an  act  of  such  importance  as  the  final  restoration  to  the  French  and 
Batavian  Commissaries,  of  the  conquests  made  from  France  and  Holland  during 

From  the  effect  of  these  previoua  directions  to  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay  I 
should  have  derived  considerable  lacility  in  the  executioo  of  your  Lordship's  orders 
of  the  17th  ot  October  180a,  if  any  of  the  stipulated  restitutions  hod  been  de- 
manded previously  to  the  receipt  in  India  of  your  Lordship's  Dispatch  of  the  l£th 
Nov.  1802.  The  necessity  of  postponing  (be  restitutions  at  Fort  St.  George  and 
Bombay  until  direct  powers  could  be  obtained  from  the  authority  of  the  Governor 
General  in  Council,  would  have  amply  justified  the  delay  enjoined  by  his  Mi^esty** 
commands  of  the  1 7th  of  October  1 B02,  vrithout  exdliug  jealousy,  or  creating  any 
apprehenaion  of  hostile  motives. 

His  Majesty's  commands  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Dispatch  of  the  16th 
Nov.  1802,  did  not  appeu  to  cue  to  require  any  altendion  of  my  instructions  to 
the  subordinate  governments  of  the  24th  Nov.  1802. 

My  instructions  of  the  24th  Nov.  1802,  accordingiy  remained  in  ftiU  force  at 
Fort  St.  George  and  at  Bombay  alter  your  Lordship's  orders  of  Uie  16th  Nov.  1802 
had  reached  each  of  those  Presidencies. 

No  commiBsaiy  or  otficec  regularly  authorised  by  the  Governments  ot  France 
or  of  Holland,  arrived  in  India  until  the  15th  ot  June  1802.  when  the  Fren^ 
frigate  La  BeiU  Poule  arrived  at  Pondicherry  having  on  board  Citizen  Leger 
"  Prefet  Colonial"  and  Monsieur  Blnot  "  Chef  de  U  Etat  M^or  dc  L'  Expedition 
dea  Isles  Orientales."  Monsieur  Binot  brought  dispatches  to  the  Governor  of  Fort 
St,  George  and  to  the  Governor  General  from  his  Excellency  General  De  Caen  the 
Captain  General  ot  the  French  Establishments  in  Indis.  Copies  of  those  dispatches 
are  enclosedfor  your  Lordship's  information.  By  those  letters  it  appeared  that  Monsieur 
Binot  together  with  Citizen  Leger  was  authorised  to  receive  charge  of  the  settlement 
ot  Pondicherry  and  its  dependandes  on  the  part  of  the  French  republic,  and  to 
■nelce  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  the  French  troops  destined 
for  India. — A  detachment  of  French  troops  supposed  to  amount  to  160  men  of  the 
?th.  Demi  Brigade  arrived  at  Pondicherry  at  the  same  time.    The  notification  of 
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thii  event  reu^hec)  Bengal  on  the  4th  of  July  1S03,  in  k  letter  tmm  the  Governor 
In  CouQdl  *t  Fort  St.  George  under  date  the  IBth  o(Jun«  1603,  endoalng  Gene- 
nl  De  Caen's  diapatch  to  the  Ghivemor  General. 

Previoiulf  to  the  IGtb  of  June  Lonl  Clive  bad  received  intell^nce  which 
appeared  to  Indicate  the  certaintj  of  an  earlj  renewal  of  hottilttieB  between 
his  M^esty  and  France,  his  Lordship  therefore  adverting  to  my  initnictions  of  the 
24th  of  November  IBDS,  and  to  the  spirit  of  your  lordship's  "  Host  Secret" 
dispatch  of  the  ITth  of  October  1802,  as  applicable  to  the  existing  crisis  in  IndiA, 
»pprized  Monsieur  Binot  of  the  intention  of  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George 
to  postpone  the  restltntion  of  the  settlement  of  Poadicheny  until  the  authority  of 
the  Governor  General  is  Council  tor  that  purpose  should  be  received  at  Madras. 
Lord  Clive  at  the  some  time  transmitted  orders  to  tbe  Britisb  officer  commanding 
at  Pondicherry  directing  that  the  French  troops  should  be  permitted  to  disembark 
«nd  that  the  officers  and  troops  composing  the  detachment  should  be  treated  with 
every  practicable  degree  of  ci^ity  and  attention. 

Previoualy  to  the  4th  of  July,  1  had  received  intelligence  relative  to  the  critical 
state  of  affairs  between  his  Mt^esty  and  the  French  republic  of  a  similar  complexion 
to  thst  which  had  reached  Lord  Clive ;  and  on  the  6th  of  July  I  had  the  honour  to 
receive  your  Lordship's  dispatch  of  the  ISth  of  March  1803.  by  Lieut.  Col. 
Monson. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  entirely  approved  the  prudent  and  judidous  con- 
duct of  Lord  Clive  in  strictly  observing  my  instructions  of  the  S4th  Nov.  1802, 
and  consequently  in  lefnUnlng  from  the  Snal  restitution  of  the  conquered  settle- 
ments, until  his  Lordship  could  receive  my  direct  authority  for  that  purpose ;  and 
1  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty  in  reply  to  his  Lordship's  reference,  to  Issue  such 
orders  as  should  apply  the  spirit  of  his  Majesty's  commands  of  the  ITth  of  October 
1802,  to  the  existing  crisis  of  aAirs  in  India. 

In  a  state  of  suspense  even  with  regard  to  the  Euztual  renewal  of  the  War  is 
Europe,  and  under  the  expectation,  that,  if  such  an  event  had  not  already  occurred 
it  could  not  be  long  delayed,  It  appeared  to  me  to  be  requisite  in  obedience  to  the 
general  tenor  of  yoorLotdship'B  dispatch  of  the  ITth  of  October  1803,  to  postpone 
the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  in  India,  until  I  could  be  furnished  with  his 
Migesty's  further  commands,  or  could  receive  decisive  information  with  regard  to 
the  condition  of  the  subsisting  relations  between  his  MajMty  and  France. 

On  the  7th  of  July  therefore  1  communicated  in  a  private  letter  by  express  to 
Lord  Clive  my  determination  "  not  to  restore  the  French  or  Dutch  settlements  in 
India  until  I  should  receive  further  instructions  from  En^and,"  and  1  directed  his 
Lordship  "  to  regulate  hie  conduct  by  this  determination  ;"  and  on  the  9th  of  the 
Itme  month  I  transmitted  to  lord  Clive  by  express  an  official  dispatch  of  which  a 
copy  is  annexed  for  your  Lordship's  information. 

Your  Lordship  will  observe  that  my  instructions  contained  in  that  dispatch 
positively  prohibit  the  restoration  to  any  persons  authorized  either  on  the  part  of 
the  French  or  of  the  Batavian  republic,  of  any  possession  within  the  limits  of  the 
government  of  Fort  St.  George  conquered  from  the  French  or  the  Dutch  durir^* 
the  war  without  further  order*  from  the  Governor  General  in  Council. 

It  appeared  to  me  that  the  most  advisable  mode  of  withholding  the  several 
restitutions  would  he  to  postpone  any  reply  to  the  letter  received  from  General 
De  Caen  until  the  actual  arrival  of  that  officer  in  India,  or  until  I  should  receive 
further  orders  from  your  Lordship  or  more  satisfactory  advices  respecting  the 
aspect  of  affairs  in  Kurope. 

On  the  23rd  of  July  I  received  a  letter  from  Lord  Give  dated  the  13th  of  July 
announdog  the  arrival  at  Pondicherry  on  the  llth  of  July,  of  the  French  Squadron 
which  sailed  from  Brest  in  the  month  of  March  1803,  consisting  of  the  Marmgo 
of  74  guns  and  two  frigates,  and  having  on  board  his  Excellency  General  De  Caen 
with  a  military  force  supposed  to  amount  to  between  600  and  TDD  European 

The  French  frigate  La  Belle  Poule  which  was  despatched  to  Fort  St  George  from 
Pondicherry,  for  the  purpose  of  announcing  this  intelligence,  conveyed  a  letter 
from  his  Excellency  General  De  Caen  to  Lord  Clive  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed  for 
your  Lordship's  information. 

Lord  Clive  communicated  to  me  at  the  same  time  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  his 
Lordabip  bad  addressed  to  General  De  Caen  for  the  purpose  of  expluning  the 
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coDsideratioiu  bj  whkb  bis  tordabip  vu  precluded  from  >  compliince  with 
Generul  De  Caen's  applicatioD  far  the  rcBtitutian  of  tbe  Settlement  of  FondicheTt; 
without  previoui  inatnictiona  from  the  Governor  Gtaieral  in  Council. 

On  the  ume  da;  (the  23rd  of  July)  I  received  b  disp>tcti  from  Lord  Clive  dated 
the  14th  of  July,  communicating  tbe  precipitate  departure  ofthe  French  Squadnm 
from  the  roadi  o(  IVundicherr?  on  the  night  of  the  I2tb  of  July  tosether  with  the 
troopt  which  had  recently  arriTed  with  General  De  Caen,  of  which  no  put  had 
been  landed. 

Lord  Clive  waa  not  able  to  procure  distinct  information  regarding  tbe  motive* 
which  may  have  determined  General  De  Caen  to  depart  from  Fondicberry  with 
such  precipitation  before  any  answer  could  have  reached  Pondieherry  from  Lord 
Cbve  to  General  De  Caen's  letter  ofthe  11th  of  July  or  from  the  Governor  General 
to  General  De  Caen's  letter  received  at  Fort  'William,  on  the  4th  July,  General 
De  Caen's  sudden  departure  is  supposed  however  to  have  been  the  result  of  intel- 
ligence stated  to  have  been  communicated  to  General  De  Caen  by  a  Corvette 
which  arrived  about  noon,  on  the  12th  of  July  at  Pondicberry,  and  which  wu 
said  to  have  left  Brest  about  the  15th  of  March  1803. 

The  Troops  wbich  bad  been  landed  at  Pondicberry  from  tbe  French  Frigate  La 
Belle  PouU,  remained  at  that  place  under  tbe  command  of  Monsieur  Binot  who 
upon  Genenl  De  Caen's  departure  addressed  a  letter  to  the  British  Commissioner 
at  Pondicberry  (of  whichacopyisanneied  for  your  lordship's  information.)  In  tbia 
letter  H.  Binot  states  that  General  De  Caen  had  appointed  him  to  the  commuid 
of  Pondicberry,  for  tbe  purpose  of  receiving  the  restitution  of  that  settlement  in 
conformity  to  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  It  does  not  appear  that  M.  Binot  produced 
any  powers  under  the  express  autbority  of  M.  De  Caen. 

No  letter  has  been  received  by  the  government  of  Foit  St.  George,  or  by  the 
Governor  General  from  General  De  Caen  announcing  or  confirroing  by  hia 
authority  tbe  appointment  of  M.  Binot  for  tbe  purposes  stated  in  tbe  preceding 
Paragraph. 

The  secrecy  which  was  observed  in  the  departure  ofthe  French  Squadron  precluded 
tbe  means  of  ascertaining  the  place  of  its  destination.  But  in  combining  the  dr- 
cumstances  connected  with  its  departure,  and  the  state  of  a&irs  in  Europe,  Lord 
Clive  supposes  that  the  probable  intention  of  General  De  Caen  is  to  proceed  to  the 
Isle  of  Fiance. 

It  has  not  appeared  to  me  to  be  dther  necessary  or  proper  under  these  circum- 
stances to  recognise  M.  Binot's  powers,  or  to  address  any  reply  to  him,  as  the 
authorized  agent  of  General  De  Caen. — General  De  Caen's  present  station  and 
destination  are  utterly  unknown  to  me ;  his  designn  certainly  bear  en  appearance 
wbich  justifies  suspicion  and  demands  vigilance.  To  deliver  over  tbe  settlement 
of  Pondicberry  to  M.  Binot  if  strictly  regular  in  point  of  form  would  be  highly 
imprudent ;  the  sudden  departure  and  unascertained  situation  of  General  De  Caen 
preclude  the  possibility  of  correspondence  with  bim;  and  his  conduct  in  the  actual 
state  of  intelligence  train  Europe  renders  it  necessary  to  withold  tbe  reatitutiona 
under  tbe  treaty  of  Amiens  until  bis  Majesty's  commands  or  further  advice*  shall 
reUeve  me  from  doubt  on  this  important  subject. 

I  have  therefore  resolved  neither  to  correspond  with  M.  Binot.  nor  to  attempt 
the  transmission  of  any  letter  to  M.  De  Caen,  nor  to  sanction  any  restitution  under 
the  treaty  of  Amiens  until  I  shall  have  received  additional  information  or  orden 
from  England  for  tbe  regulation  of  my  conduct. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

WELLCaLIY. 
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Rajah  Ragegee  Bhooutktk  to  Ike  Marqueu  ffelletlq/. 

Received  ISth  Hty,  1803. 
1  bate  derived  great  satishction  from  the  receipt  oC  your  Lordsbip'a  biendly 
letter  on  tbe  tobject  of  Sirgoojsb,*  knd  appriiing  me  of  the  proposed  mission  of 
>  gentlamui  of  renk  to  this  place,  agreeably  to  the  relatioas  of  subalsting  harmony 
and  friendship,  for  the  purpose  of  concluding  a  permanent  settlement  of  the  aSvrt 
of  that  district,  sad  of  commuoicating  to  me  your  Lordship's  views  and  sentiments 

The  relatdona  of  sincere  friendship,  harmony  and  concord,  have,  during  a  long 
period  of  time,  subsisted  between  the  two  states,  so  finniy  as  to  have  admitted  of 
no  difference  of  interests  between  them,  nor  will  any  aeparation  of  them  occur. 
Adverting  to  this  circumstance,  I  had,  previously  to  my  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
letter,  repeatedly  enjoined  the  Taalookdar  of  Chhutteessghur  to  apprehend  and 
chastise  the  Zemindar  of  Sirgoojah.  The  measure  which  your  Lordship's  penetra- 
tion and  wisdom,  however,  has  suggested  to  you  of  despatching  a  person  of  rank 
tor  the  purpose  of  negotiating  in  concert  with  me,  a  settlement  of  the  affairs  of 
Sitgoojah,  is  hi|;hly  eipedient  and  proper,  and  a  source  of  ease  and  conSdence  to 
the  inhabitants  of  this  quarter. 

After  I  ihali  have  had  a  personal  interview  with  the  gentleman  selected  for  this 
mission,  and  understood  all  the  circumstancesconnected  with  the  existing  differen- 
ces, a  secure  and  permanent  arrangement  shall  be  made. 

I  refer  your  lArdship  to  Ruggojee  Pundit  for  a  full  communication  of  my  friendly 
sentiments ;  and  !  trust  that  you  will  continue  to  gratify  me  by  letters  denoting 
your  welfare. 


Tntulation  of  a  Lelterfrom  R^ah  Ragojee  Bhoouilah  to  jiueim  ul  Omrahf 

eommunkalei  to  the  RemdenI  at  Hyderabad,  MayAih  1S03. 

To  the  Nawaub  Sahib,  the  kind,  the  ornament  of  bounty  unto  his  humble  friends 
Mfetyl 

Previously  to  this  a  friendly  letter  respecting  the  departure  of  my  ministers 
Shreedbur  Pundit  and  Kishen  Rao  Chitnaveese,  tiom  Poonah,  and  the  dismission 
of  the  respectable  Keysho  Rao  Runchunder,  and  lequestiog  the  commands  of  the 
resplendent  presence,  and  desiring  to  be  informed  oF  the  secret  views  and  wishes 
of  that  founder  of  the  basis,  regarding  future  councils  and  arrangements,  was 
written  by  the  pen  of  amity.  It  is  probable  that  its  contents  have  become  the 
medium  of  intelligence  and  information,  and  that  the  dismission  of  the  aforesaid 
respectable  penon  will  already  have  been  granted. 

AtlhistimeoathelSchofZekaud  (March  ISth)  the  aforesaid  ministers  arrived 
in  safety  at  Nagpore,  and  they  were  accompanied  by  Narrain  Rao  Beyd  on  the 
part  of  Rao  Pundit  Purdhaun  Baijy  Rao,  and  by  Wunlnit  Rao  the  vakeel  of  Ash- 
wunt  Rao  Holkar,  who  reached  this  place  oo  the  same  day.  On  the  25tb  of  the 
same  monUi  also  (March  20th)  Idoo  Rao  Baahker  the  plenipotentiary  minister  of 
Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah  arrived  and  had  an  interview  with  me;  and  in  our  public 
and  private  meetings  they  have  repeatedly  observed,  in  enumerating  the  circum- 
stances which  were  entr^isted  to  their  verbal  communication,  that  the  causes  of 
their  mutual  enmity  and  difference  are  perfectly  evident,  and  do  not  require  a 
particular  detail,  liat  by  the  grace  of  God,  their  respective  masters  regard  me 
to  be  as  venerable  and  illustrious  as  their  parents ;  and  that  they  conceive  me  to 
be  wise  and  thoroughly  informed  on  all  matters,  and  on  all  occasions ;  and  a> 

*  Sirgoojah  is  ■  small  district  belonging  to  the  Rnjah  of  Berar,  on  the  north- 
eastern frontier  of  his  dominions,  from  whence  predatory  incursions  were  con- 
tinually made  into  the  contiguous  British  possessions;  and  the  repeated  remon- 
strances of  the  British  Government  having  proved  unavailing,  a  detachment  of 
Britiah  troops  was  employed  for  the  suppression  of  these  outrages. 

t  Prime  Minister  of  his  Highness  the  Nizam. 
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united  in  the  proiperity  uid  sdverrity  of  the  «tMe  of  lUo  Pandit  Purdhiun. 
Adverting  to  which,  they  never  irould  deput  from  th»t  line  of  policy  ind  counul 
vhich  I  might  deviM  tor  the  removal  and  endication  of  their  mutual  enmity  and 
diuatiifaction,  and  for  the  establishiDent  of  a  plan  for  the  a<)iu>tnient  of  the  atate 
and  govemmeat  of  Bao  Pundit  Purdhaun. 

In  a  similat  manner  also,  my  mimstera  Sbieedhur  Pundit  and  Kiihen  Rao 
Chitnaveeae  have  represented  to  me  the  iecreta  of  the  mind  of  Aihwunt  Rao 
Holkar,  in  consequence  of  which,  alter  ascertaining  their  objects  and  intentioaa, 
and  having  adjusted  ■  plan  for  the  union  of  Scindiih  and  Holkar,  I  deputed 
Ashwunt  Rao  Ramchunder  and  Wunkut  Rao  the  vakeel  to  Holkar;  and  in  com- 
pliance with  the  enmest  soHcitation  and  desire  of  Dowlut  Rao  Sdndiah,  and  the 
urgent  entreaties  of  Judboo  Rao  Buhlter,  ray  entering  my  tents  has  Iwen  settled 
for  the  23d  of  Zehei^  (1 6th  April.) 

After  a  meeting  shall  have  taken  place,  and  an  arrangement  for  the  reconciliation 
and  union  between  Sdndiah  and  Holkarhave  lieen  directed,  a  specific  pUn  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  state  and  government  of  Rao  Pundit  Furdbaun.  such  as  the 
honour  and  integrity  of  the  Ra<^  indispensably  calls  for,  and  is  calculated  for  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  and  dtiea,  and  the  happiness  of  mankind  at  large,  shall, 
with  a  due  attention  to  the  compleuon  of  the  times  be  maturely  devised  and 
executed. 

Of  this,  a  communication  shall  assuredly  be  made  by  the  pen  of  affection,  and  as 
the  pennuience  and  settlement  of  the  Peishwaahip  is  designed  and  intended  by 
the  fragrant  mind  of  the  resplendent  presence  and  by  that  founder  of  the  basia,  in 
consideratioD  of  the  ancient  alliance  and  lasting  ties ;  and  as  in  fact  the  knowlec^ 
of  this  drcumstance  is  r^arded  ss  the  cause  of  statrility  to  the  several  states  and 
the  source  of  boundless  advantage,  to  communicateparticularlyadviceand counsel 
on  such  a  subject  is  a  proof  of  our  Intimate  union  and  harmony. 

Other  circumstances  will  become  known  to  you  by  the  verbal  representations  of 
the  respectable  Madboo  Rao  and  Keysho  Rao  Ramchunder ;  and  you  will  augment 
the  happiness  of  my  heut,  the  seat  of  friendship,  by  the  trammission  of  letters 
communicating  your  welfare  and  the  state  of  your  councils. 

Hay  the  days  of  your  happiness  and  felicity  be  eternal. 
A  true  translation. 

(Signed)  HiKBT  Roiskli., 

Secretary  to  the  Resident. 

N.  B.  A  letter  predsdy  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  as  the  above  from  tbe  Rajah 
of  Berar's  minister*  Shreedhur  Pundit  and  Kishen  Rao  Chitnaveese  to  Aunm  ul 

(Signed)  H.  R.  Secretaiy. 


APPENDIX  N. 
General  Ordert  bg  the  Comtaatukr-in-Chief. 


Tbe  Commaoder-in-Chief  congratulates  the  army,  on  the  brilliant  result  of  tbe 
action  of  the  1st  instant,  although  his  Excelleney  must  ever  lament  the  loss  of  so 
many  brave  officers  and  men. 

The  superiority  of  numbers,  aided  by  a  strong  position  and  most  formidable 
artillery,  which  they  had  to  encounter  after  a  fatiguing  march  ottwenty-flve  miles, 
were  circumBtances  to  have  discouraged  an  army  less  bmve,  more  particularly 
when  the  obstinate  and  determined  resistance  of  the  enemy  le  considered. 

While  his  Excellency  offers  his  best  thanks  and  acknowledgments  to  the  whole 
of  the  army  engaged,  he  feds  it  a  tribute  of  justice  to  express  his  wmrmett  thank* 
and  gratitude  to  Colonel  Macan,  C>q)tain  Wade,  Captain  Elliott,  and  the  ofBcot 
and  men  of  his  Higesty's  29th  dragoons,  and  4th  regiment  native  cavalry;  toU^or 
Hc'Leod,  Captain  Robertson,  sod  ofhcen  and  men  of  his  Majesty's  76th  regimait, 
for  the  conspicuous  gtOantry  which  they  displayed,  and  to  Colonel  White,  aod 
oflcera  and  men  of  the  detachment  of  the  !6th  regiment,  and  to  H^jor  Gregory, 
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ind  officers  uid  men  of  tbe  lecood  b*tt«iion  of  the  12th  r^imcDt,  Cor  the  timely 
Rnd  pdlant  kdvance  to  the  support  ol  the  7eth  raiment. 

On  this,  aa  on  every  former  occuion,  hit  EiceUeocy  beheld  with  ulinintion,  the 
heroic  behiTiour  of  the  7eth  regimeD^  whose  gallantry  muHt  ever  leave  a  laiting 
impreuioD  of  gratitude  upon  hii  mind. 

Hia  EMellency'B  beat  thanks  and  acknovledgmeoti  are  due  to  the  whole  of  the 
ckvtJry  who  were  engaged  in  the  moming  of  Ute  lit  of  NoTember,  for  the  intre- 
)»dity  and  courage  which  they  diiplayed. 

The  canlry  gallopera  were  served  in  a  manner  to  reflect  great  credit  on  the 
oflScers  in  charge  of  them,  and  on  tlie  men  who  managed  them. 

(Signed)  J.  Gebabd, 

A<i)Utant-General. 


General  Order*  bj/  the  Goeernor  and  Captain-General. 

Fort  WilliMD,  November  13tb,  1603. 
A  royal  salute  and  three  voUie*  of  muaquetry  to  befiredatall  thestttiODsof  the 
army,  in  honour  of  the  glorious  and  important  victor;  obtained  on  the  1st  of 
November  1B03,  neu  L^awaree  in  Hiodostan,  by  the  army  under  the  peraoaal 
command  of  his  Excellency  Genervl  Lake,  over  a  large  body  of  the  enemy**  regular 
inbntry  and  cavalry,  in  which  the  enemy  were  entirely  defeated,  with  the  kMs  of 
all  their  guni,  tumbrils,  and  baggage. 

By  command  of  bis  Excellency, 

(Signed)  J,  Armstroho, 

Acting  Military  Secretary. 


General  Order*  bj/  Ike  Goeernor  and  Caplain-General. 

Fort  William,  December  33d,  1803. 
A  royal  aalute  to  be  fired  from  the  ramparts  of  Fort  William  immediately,  and 
three  volliei  of  muiquetiy  by  the  troops  in  garrisoa,  at  sun-set  this  evening,  in 
honour  of  the  ugnal  victory  obtained  on  the  29th  of  November  1603,  on  the  pl^na 
of  Argaum,  by  the  army,  under  the  immpdiatu  command  of  the  honourable  H^or 
General  Wellesley,  together  with  the  subsidiary  force  servir^  with  the  Soubahdar 
of  the  Deccan,  over  the  combined  aimlea  of  Dovrlut  Rao  Sdndiah,  and  the  R^ah 
of  Berai,  in  which  the  enemy  wu  completely  defeated,  with  the  loss  of  their 
cannon,  ammunition,  fee. 

Vast  numbers  of  the  enemy  were  killed.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  Britiih  army 
has  not  been  great.   No  officers  have  been  killed,  and  but  few  wounded. 
Extra  batta  to  be  served  to  the  European  tnx^  in  garriton. 
By  his  Excellency's  command, 

(Signed)  J.  AimstBOHa, 

Acting  Military  Secretary. 


APPENDIX  O. 

Enelontret  in  a  Letter  fivm  the  dieting'  Retideni  at  Poona,  dated  20th 
of  Febrwtrj/. 

Received  1 1th  March,  IB04. 
Translation  of  the  Declaration  by  his  Excellency  General  Decain,  Captain -General 
and  Qovemor  of  the  Isles  of  Mauritius  and  Bourbon,  and  of  their  dependendei, 
addrcased  to  all  the  Cbieb  of  Hindoatan. 
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lutve  endeavoured  to  penuade  fou  tbkt  venei.  fdtblcM  and  a  prrfldioui  people. 
Without  noticing  the  gross  falsity  of  this  assertion,  I  will  withdraw  the  veil  with 
which  thfy  haye  tiithCTto  conceals  th^  cunning. 

Be  it  known  unto  you,  that,  ata  time  when  the  French  nation  wai  convulsed  bj 
internal  contests,  the  English  endeavoured  to  extend  the  flames  of  dvil  discord,  ■• 
tfaey  had  before  done  in  Kindoitsji ;  but  they  did  not  accomplish  their  infernal 
object.  Aware  of  their  treacherous  deugns,  we  composed  our  animoaities,  and 
cordially  uniting  with  each  other,  we  attacked  them  wiUi  so  much  vigour  that  the; 
were  compelled  to  consent  to  terms  of  peace.  Of  this  circumstance  you  have 
doubtless  heen  already  informed. 

You  have  observed  the  line  of  conduct  which  the  English  pursue  in  Hindostan  ; 
you  have  witnessed  the  treachery  by  which  they  obtained  possession  of  Bengal  and 
Behar ;  you  have  seen  their  tyranny  and  cruelty  in  expelling  R^ah  Cheyt  Sing 
from  Benares ;  their  savage  and  unmanly  treatment  of  the  unhappy  Begums  at 
Fyiabad ;  their  injustice  and  violence  in  wresting  from  their  rightful  owners  the 
countries  of  Oude,  Arcot,  and  Surat ;  their  fraud  and  rapadty  in  seizing  the  terri- 
tories of  Tippoo  SultBUo ;  and,  lastly,  the  unjust  and  aggressive  war  in  which  they 
are  now  engaged  with  the  Mahmtta  Chieftains. 

Had  you  opposed  their  flrst  attack  with  the  same  spirit  as  ourselves,  they  would 
not  have  now  had  it  in  their  power  to  eierclse  their  tyraonleal  and  oppreaslTC 
away  ever  the  countries  of  Hindostan. 

A  remedy  may  be  found.  Your  enemies  are  by  no  means  numeroua.  In  the 
whole  of  Hindostan  there  are  only  a  few  thousand ;  the  remainder  of  their  foree 
consists  of  native  soldiers,  your  own  subjects. 

Tell  those  deceived  and  unfortunate  persons,  that  they  will  hereafter  be  ac- 
countable to  God,  the  Prophets,  and  the  (Tacoor)  deities,  for  thus  drawing  thdr 
swords  against  their  liege  sovereigns. 

Ye  chiefs,  descended  from  the  stock  of  the  ancient  kings  and  rulers  of  Hin- 
dostan,  know  your  own  power — you  have  hearts,  and  soldiers,  and  treasures. 

Attack  them  viith  your  united  force,  and  liberate  Hindostan  from  their  violence, 
oppressions,  and  tyranny. 

iVewell  1  direct  your  observatioo  to  Ceylon ;  imitate  the  example  which  the 
inhabitants  of  that  island  have  placed  before  you,  and  the  plan  wluch  tbey  have 
pursued. 

D.B,  The  three  other  enclosures  are  precisely  to  the  same  eStet. 
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MILITARY  RETURNS. 


-.  —  . .n  the  field  under  Lieutenant-General 

Stuart;  detached  mitk  the  Honourable  Major-Geaeral  Wellesley;  ihe 
Sabudiary  Force  under  Colonel  Stevenaoa ;  the  detachmeat  at  Hy- 
derabad, commanded  by  Maior  Irton  ;  and  of  the  Troopt  Rationed  under 
Colooel  Montresor,  in  Maiabar  and  Canara: 


Slate  i(fthe  Army  in  the  Do-ab  under  Lieulenant-General  Stuart. 


H»Hiue<ty*i 


1  2d  regts.  oT 


26th  dngni 

maoru  tuate  ESTBlry 

DGtacbnenta  of  lit  uid  3d  bitbls.  o/  Mulrai  util. 
Fire  compi.  of  his  M^eaty'i  33d  r^,  T3d  u>d  7 

coDipi.orSOtiii'^iU-    Tbe  4tb i«gt.  1  b«tt.  lOth 

1  but.  12th  ud  1  ban.  ITth  regt.  Hid.  N.  InT. 

Total  (>ick  and  well) 
N.B.  535  Artillery  La«ean  and  520  pioneen  are  not  included  in  tb«  tot«l.    A 
detacbment  of  4G3  of  the  batt.  12th  u  stationed  at  liempaAgur  and  employed  In 
eacoTtiiig  ti«uure  to  Pootm,  but  Included  above. 


Rwikandnie. 

Europ. 

Native!. 

Total. 

431 

251 
1529 

846 
4769 

1277 
251 

6298 

2211 

5615 

7826 

Stale  0/  the  Porcet  detached  under  Major-Oenerat  the  Honourable  A.  /fnUctfey 
(vith  Cotoaei  M'urray't  Force.) 

H.  H.  19th  dngns.  the  4th,  5th,  and  7th  regts.  of 

Uadnu  native  cavalry    ■  .... 

Detachta.of  MadraBandBombarAit.  (rromSaonda). 
H,  M.  74th  r^.  3d  regt.  lat  batt.  Sd.  1st  bstt. 

Sth.  2d  bate.  12th  and  2d  batt.  18th  regt.  or 

Madraa  native  infoaby 

Total 
Under  Colonel  Murray  from  Bombay. 
A  detachment  of  Boroba;  aitOlery 
H.  M.  78th  and  5  compa.  S4th  regt.  lit  batt.  3d 
and  a  detacht  of  Ut  batt.  7th  regt.  Bombay 

Grnnd  Total  (stck  ai)<)  weU) 
N.B.  357  Hadiu  and  177  Botnbaj'  artillery  Laacan,  and  653  Madnu  pioneen 
are  included  in  the  total.    The  detachment  of  II.  M.  84th,  one  batt.  of  Madias, 
and  one  batt.  of  Bombay  lepoyi  are  at  Poonab. 


3S4 

173 

1347 

1731 
173 

668 

5631 

6299 

1225 

6978 

8203 

93 

93 

1170 

1035 

2205 

24S8 

8013 

lOSOl 

D,j,i,i.aL,  Google 


The  3d  uid  6tti  regto.  of  Madiw  lutive  cavilrr 

Det&chment  of  lit  uid  2d  M&drai  batt.  *itill. 
H.M. Scot!  brig,  2dbKtt.  2d.  I>tb>tt.6th3d.  bitt. 

7th.  2d  b«tt.  9th.  and  1  Ilh  regt.  of  Huliw  na. 

tire  infentry 

Total  (uck  a^  weU) 
N.B.  £76  Muhw  Mtillery  Luous,  tnd  £)S  Hadiu  pnneen  are  not  Indoded 
in  the  state. 


Rank  and  Tile. 

Europ. 

NatiTea. 

TcttL 

4 
120 

778 

905 
6113 

909 
190 

6891 

902 

7018 

7990 

State  of  Mi^ar  lrton'$  Dttachmait,  now  Haiioned  at  Ht/dembad. 

.  Jadraa  aitiUery 

adbatt.  5th.  and  Sd.  batt.  lotfa  regt.  Hadiu 
tlve  inbntry 3     |     1966 


Total  (sick  and  well) 
N.B.  47  Lawan.of  artillery  not  incladed. 


31 


1966 


Stale  af  the  Fmva  lerving  under  Colonel  Montrnor  in  I 

and  Canara. 
Detachment  of  Bombay  artillery 
H.M.77th  regt.3  comps.  90th, and  Bombay  Europ. 

r^.  3d  batt.  lit  Madias,  and  2d  4th.  and  8th 

regts.  2d  batt.  3d.  and  2i  batt.  Gth  Bombay  N.  I. 

Total  (lick  and  irtil) 

N.B.  410  Bombay  pioneers,  573  men  af  aa  irregular  police  corps  in  Malabar, 
and  100  of  a  police  corps  in  Wyoaad,  and  314  Bombay  artilleiy  Laicaia  not  in- 
cluded ia  the  total.  Of  the  above  force  in  Malabar  and  Cuiaia,  only  202S 
effecti-ve  men  could  be  uiembled  by  Colonel  Hontreior  for  Add  aerrice  daring 
the  eiiiting  rebellion ;  ai  the  troops  in  thoae  pirnineea  are  diatributed  in  detail 
through  32  stationa,  garrisons,  aitd  potta,  to  check  the  proftreaa  of  iosorrectioo. 


1&6 
1367 

7926 

156 
9293 

1523 

7926 

9449 

Return  of  tke  Killad  and  IFounded,  o 
morning  of  tAe  4th  of  Seplemier,  180 


the  Auaull  of  AlU/ghur,  on  thf 


I :  Artillery ;  76th  Reg. ;  lit  Bat.  4th  N.  Reg. ;  2< 


Hqor;  4  Cap.;  8  Lti.;  2  &isigni  i  I  Soubahdar;  2  Jemadan ;  15  Setjt*.  and  Ha- 
vildarsi2  Drummeni  223  i«bk  &  file;  1  tindal;  4  lascarsi  and  6  IiorMS. 

Nmmet  «f  Qitcenkiatd  and  womiad.  Artil.—^^apt.  Shtpton,  wounded.  76tb 
Reg.  KMed—Cufit.  Cameton,  LU.  Flemnieg,  Brown,  Campbell,  U.  and  Adf. 
St.  Aubin.     K'i>unii«i— The  Hon,  U.Col.Mooaoo,  Hq.UcLeod,  Lt.  Swdair.ani 
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En.Frwer.  lit.  Bat.  4th  R^.  Killed— Lt.TurtOD.  Ifountoi—Lt.-Col.  Browne, 
Capt.  Berne,  Lt.  Andr£,  and  Ed.  Burgeu.  4  Comps.  ITth  R^.  Waimded — Cspt. 
BagBhKW,  Mid  Lt.  Boicawen. 


Retam  itf  the  Ordnance,  ^.  ti^lured  in  the  Fort  o/Alljfghur,  on  the  'tth 
of  September,  1803. 

On  tlie  Rmmee,  or  Pauttebraye,  and  on  the  ciraibir  fVork  before  the  Gatei. — Bnu 
guns  from  ll-pounder  to  ■  S-pounder,  3fi  ;  iron  ditto  from  10-pr.  to  t  2-pr,,  II ; 
brua  6'iiich  howitzen,  4.  On  the  Bottiotu. — Brass  gusi  from  a  30-pr.  to  ■  G-pr., 
6;  iron  ditto  from  a  IT-pr.  to  a  3'pr.,  8.  Or  the  Curtaint. — Iron  guna,  the  calibre 
not  taken,  21;  bms  mortals  9  3-inch,  t.  In  the  Artenal  yard,  and  not  mmmted, 
— Brass  guns  from  ■  3-pr.  to  a  2-pr.>  3  ;  ditto  imall,  2 ;  iron  guns  from  a  13-pr. 
to  a  2-pr,,  IC;  ditto  small,  4;  brass  iDortars  11-inch,  1 ;  iron  wall  pieces,  182, 

N.  B.  There  wu  not  sufficient  time  to  ascertaio  the  eiRct  coniiUtion  of  the  above 
ordnance,  so  as  to  pronounce  them  serriceable,  or  unaerviceable. 

In  the  Arsenal  yard  Is  abundance  of  shot  for  the  aboTC  gun*,  and  some  atone 
shells,  but  neither  of  them  are  yet  counted. 

In  the  Hsgizine  la  a  large  qoantitT  of  gunpowder,  not  yet  iraghed. 

In  the  Anenal  is  a  great  number  of  new  arms  and  aome  accoutrements.  Part 
of  the  arma  are  made  after  the  European,  and  part  after  the  country  fcshton ;  the 
exact  number  of  each  not  yet  known. 

In  the  Store  Rooms  are  military  stores  of  vaiiona  lands,  but  not  at  preaeot 
eiunined. 


Arfttrti  qflAe  Ktlled,  (Founded  and  JUiuing,  in  the  Action  btfore  Delhi,  ef 
theWth  tif  September,  1603. 


27th  Dragoont.    KUIed.—l  Cor.  (  1  (^r.-Maat ;  1  3eij.  [  »  Prir. 
lCapt.-Lt.;  1  Seij.i  17Frir.   iiiuiag~l  Pnv.—Totai,32. 

ArliUrry.  AtU»f—l  Serj,;  1  Corp. ;  1  Matroas  ;  1  Lascar.  IFawufnf— 1  Cap. ; 
1  Seij< ;  1  Corp. ;  2  Oann. ;  8  Matt. ;  2  Seringa ;  13  Lia,  Miitimg — 1  Gnnn. ; 
1  Us.    Total,  34. 

2dIitsitnaUff.Cav«lry.    ITswufnf— 2  Cor.  i  1  Naik  1  14  Prir.    Total  17. 
Zd  Regimatl  N.  Cmulry.     AiTM— 1  Major;!  Harildar;  STroopera.  Wmtidtd 
—\  Cot.  1  1  Jemadar ;  1  Naik  ;  9  Troopers.    Total  19. 

76tA  Foot.  KiUtd—2  Seij. ;  3  Cor. ;  29  Prir.  Wonndtd—l  LleuL  ;  1  Seij. ; 
3  Corp.  i  93  Prir.    Mittbtg—l  Corp. ;  5  Pri*.    IVjtal,  13B. 

2d  BatHtk  lUgiiHKa.  Ktatd—2Hm.rHi»n;  1  Naik  ;  9  Sepoys.  Womded— 
1  Uent. ;  3  Snbn. ;  2  Hara. ;  4  Naj^s ;  1  Dmmm.;  69  Sepoys.    Total  91. 

^BaU.l2lkReglBiatt.  Killtd—1  Lieut,;  1  Soab.;  2  Hardrs. ;  INaik;  3 
Dmmra.;  11  Sepoys.  IFmHirferf— 1  Soob. ;  1  Hsrr. ;  2  Nslki;  32  Sepoye ;  1 
Bhisty.   Total  56. 

\il  Bnlt.  \!ilh  RegiBKnt.  KiUtd—i.  Suhr. ;  3  Sepoys.  fftiaidai—S  HxTt.  }  1 
Nuk;  S  Sepoyt.    Total,  16. 

2d  Bait.  Milk  BegimaU.  Killed— I  Lient, ;  1  Dmm. ;  5  Sepoys.  WoitBded— 
9  Sepoyi.    Total,  16. 

UlBatt.2dBegiment.  AUM—l  Hav. ;  1  Naik  ;  1  Sepoy.  (Totuuf «/— 1  Ijeat. ; 
1  Hav. }  1  Naik  ;  11  Sepoys.  Total,  18. 

2Balt.2dRtgimaU.  Killtd— 2  Hay.;  4 Stpoy.  ITwiirfnl— 2 Lients. ;  1  HaT. ; 
1  Nuk;l8Sepoya.    Total, 26. 

lit  Batl.  14lji  Rtginiml.    Wmauifd—l  HaT. ;  12  Sepoya. 

Biavptam  Killed,  Wimndrd  md  Mitring.  Killed— I  M^. ;  1  Cspt. ;  2  Lieata. ; 
1  Cor. ;  1  Qr.-Maat. ;  4  SetjU. ;  4  Corps. ;  39  PriTS.  Wotutded—\  Capt ;  1  Capt.- 
UenL;  4  Llent*.;  3  Cor.;  3  Serja.;  4  Corpa- ;  2  Gunrs. ;  llSPrin.  MiiHng— 
1  Corp. ;  1  Gnnn. ;  6  Prlvs.    Total,  197. 

AkftDM  Killed,  Wntrdei  and  Hitting.  KiUed—2  Sab,  ;  B  HaTt. ;  3  Naiks ;  3S 
PriTt. ;  4  Dmrama.  J  1  Lascar.  ffwiuJHf— 3Snb.;IJemadar)9HaT«.t  11  Naika; 
191  Prin. ;  I  Dmmm. ;  3  Seraogs ;  13  Lascars ;  1  Bhisty.    ToUl,  286. 
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Kama  afOffireri  KiUcd  onrf  Wimuded.  Af/^rf— Major  Mtddlctoa,  3d  r^.  c»r.; 
Capt.McOn«or,Per^aDlnlcrpTe(«riD  the  field;  LieoCHiU,  2(1  ball.  12tli  r^. ; 
lieut.  Preston,  2d  bait.  ISth  r^. ;  Cornet  SonguiDC,  27th  Dragoons  ;  ind  Qr..Mr. 
R.  RictiarisoD,  27tli  DragooiW.  HouMl^rf— Major-Gen.  Ware  (  CapL  MstUiewa, 
aitilleiy;  CBpt.-L[eDt.  Corell,  27th  Dragoons  j  Lieut.  MacDonald,  7etli  reg. ; 
Lienl.  Wrottealey,  2d  battlth  reg.;  Lients.  Alden  and  Harriott,  2d  batt.2d 
r^. ;  Cornets  Crowe  and  Mather,  2d  reg.  car. ;  Comet  Swindell, 3d  r^.  car. 

J.  OBB*tU>,  Adjntant-Oeneral. 


Rqtort  of  the  Ordnance,  SfC.  enured  ometile  Delhi  en  the  1 1/4  q/" 
September,  1803. 

Twobran20-|ioDDden;5dittolS-pr.  carronades;  3  ditto  16-pr.  ditto  ;  3  iron 
12-pT.  (French);  14  brass  6-pr. ;  1  inine-pr.;  23  bnwl  4.pr.  j  S  ditto  3-pr.; 
4  iron  3-pr. ;  1  brass  8-incb  mortar  ;  1  ditto  S-ioch  howitxer ;  4  ditto  E-iaeh  ditto ; 
2  ditto  5-8  ditto.  Total  68  pieces  of  Cannon  of  different  natnret ;  the  whole 
moDDted  OD  field  carriages,  with  limben  and  traces  complete.  37  tumbril* 
complete,  laden  with  ammuaition  ;  24  tumbrils  blown  np  on  the  field  of  battle. 

N.  B.  Maaytnmbrili  and  ommaDilion  carriages  abaiidoned  bj  the  enemy  in 
the  Jnmnah  and  Nnllah,  not  included  abore. 

Anunb. — Hie  whole  of  the  abore-mentioned  ordnance  appears  "  Berriceable," 
exceptingone  iron  12-poDader,  and  1  ditto  S-pounder,  wluch  are  bnnt  in  firing. 

The  iron  gana  are  of  Europe  manufacture.  The  brass  gun*,  mortars,  aod 
howitzers  have  been  cast  in  India,  one  Fortnguese  3-pounder  excepted.  Some 
bear  an  inscription  of  biAag  made  at  Mntlra ;  others  at  Ugon,  but  the  whole  are 
eridentlf  from  the  design  and  eiecntion  of  an  European  artist.  The  dimensions 
■re,  in  general,  those  of  the  French  ;  the  workiwuiship  is  of  as  bigh  b  finish  a* 
anrin  Uie  Companf's  Araensl. 

lliirteen  of  the  four-pounders  hare  iron  cjlinden,  or  born,  orer  which  it 
would  seem,  the  metal  waa  run  in  casting  the  piece ;  for  the  adliereoce  i*  so  close, 
that  no  slit  or  chasm  appears  ;  and  nothing  but  the  different  colours  of  the  two 
metal*  discover  the  juDcUon.  The  iron  cylinder,  or  boie,  is  composed  of  four 
loogiludinal  pieces  of  hammered  iron,  remarkably  dole,  and  neatly  fitted 
throngbont  the  bore. 

The  whole  of  tiie  pieces  are  furnished  with  well-made  elevating  screw* ;  some 
are  of  the  latest  French  improvement.  And  to  the  mortars  and  howitzers  the 
same  kind  of  elevating  screw*  are,  by  a  aimple  and  ingenious  sdjostment,  made 
to  elevate  the  piece  lo  any  angle,  and  give  either  of  tbem  the  double  capacity  of 
mortar  and  howitzer. 

The  carriages  are  strong  and  good ;  some  are  neatly  made  accordiog  to  tiie 
French  pattern. 

The  tumbrils  are  very  stout ;  but  of  the  clumsy  size  and  shape  made  by  the 
Company  in  their  arseniil  ahont  twenty  years  ago ;  some,  however,  bare  the 
modem  draft  chun,  whilat  others  have  retained  the  trace  made  of  pcen  hide. 

Tbe  ammunitioB,  both  round  and  grape,  differs  from  that  made  in  the  Com- 
pany's arsenal.  Insomuch  as  that  the  bags  are  of  cotton  inatead  of  serge,  and  not 
fixed  to  bottoms  with  the  ahot ;  and  also,  that  two  sorts  of  grape  are  made  nae 
of  after  the  French  ordoonance,  vit.  Urge  balls  for  great  distances,  and  Mtialler 
ball*  for  lesser  distances. 


Chain  shot  rolled  up  into  the  shape  of  a  ball,  of  the  site  of  the  bore  of  the 
ere,  eitlier  mortar  or  bowiUer.  made  part  also  of  the  enemy's  ammunition. 
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A  fUturn  of  the  Killed,  /founded  and  Mimng,  of  the  Detachment  under 
the  Command  of  Major-General  the  Honourable  Arthur  fFelleiley,  at  the 
Battle  of  Attye,  agairut  the  Army  of  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  on  Friday 
the  ^of  September,  1803. 

CompriNng  CovoJfy,  H.  M.  19th  regt  It.  dngooiui  H,  C.  4th  regt.  N.  Cbv.; 
H.  C.  5th  r«gt.  do. ;  H.  C.  7th  regt.  ia.—Detachmmt  of  ArlilUry,  lit  but.  of 
the  Madnw  Art. ;  2d  bat.  do, ;  Donibity  Art. ;  attached  to  the  Cav.  guns. — Eur.  I^f. 
H.  M.  74th  r^. ;  H.  M.  78th  ngt.—Nat.  Inf.  lit  bM.  2d  ngt.  N.  I. ;  Ist  bat. 
4th  regt.  do. ;  1st  bat.  Sth  regt.  do. ;  Ut  bat.  10th  regt.  do. ;  2d  bat.  12th  r^. 
do.;  pioneen,  (lit.  bat.  of.) 

Killed. — EuTopeimt,  CommiiHmed,  1  Licut.-Col.  6  Captains,  3  Capt.-Lieut.  12 
Lieut.  1  Volunteer. 

Ditto. — Stuff,  1  Lieut,  and  Adj.  1  Non-Cotninia. — 12  Seij.  162  Rankand  Fde. 

Ditto. — Natii'Bi,  Offlcen,  5  Subahdars,  3  JemidBia,  13  HavUdon,  4  trumpeten, 
ISSRinkandFile,  8  GuiiI.AKu:a,  2  Fuccalliet;— Total  428.  Officefa  bonea  30, 
Regimental  do.  305. 

fVounded, — Eurvpeani,  Commutioned,  I  Lieut,-Co1.  2  Miy.  4  Capt.  2  Capt.-Lieut. 
17  Lieut.  3  Cornets. 

Ditto.— aii#,    1   Ueut.  and  Quarter  Master,    1   Non-Commi*. 
34  Seij.  6  Trumpeten.  S71  Rank  and  File. 

Ditto. — Nattpet,  Offlcen,  12  Suinhdars,  16  Jemidan,  39  Havildan,  6  Trum- 
peten, 586  Rank  ind  File,  3S  Gun  Lascars,  3  Pucalliet ;— Total  113S.  Regi- 
mental horsea  1 1 1. 

MMng.—i  6  Rank  and  file,  3  Gun  Lawan ;— Total  1 6.    Regimental  hones  2. 


Litt  of  O^er. 

U.  M.  I5lh  LI.  Segt. — Ueut.-Cot.  Harwell,  killed,  commanding  the  Cavalry, 
Capt.  R.  Boyle,  killed ;  Cipts.  Cathcart,  Sale,  Ueuts.  Wilson,  Young,  wounded. 

ilh  Nat.  Can.— Capt.  H.  Mackay,  killed,  agent  for  public  cattle;  Comet  Mere- 
dith, wounded. 

51A  Nat.  Cav. — Capt.  J.  Colebrooke.  wounded ;  Lieut.  Bonomi,  killed.  Ad' 
jutant;  Lieut.  Macleod,  wounded,  Quarter  Master;  Ueut.  Darke. 

Ttt  Nat.  Cap,— Capt.  MacGregor,  wounded. 

Ill  Bait.  Arlillery.  —  Capt.-Ueau.  Steele,  Fowler,  Ueuts.  lindsa;,  Oiiffltfa, 
killed. 

H.  M.  lilh  Regt. — Capt,  D,  Aytone,  A,  Dyce,  R.  Macleod,  Paymaster  of  the 
Hegt.  J.  Maxwell;  Lieuta.  J.  Campbell.  J,  M.  Campbell,  J,  Grant,  R,  Neilsoa, 
L.  Campbell.  M.  Morris;  Volunteer  G,  Tew,  not  on  the  strength,  but  recom- 
mended for  an  Ensigncy.  lulled;  M^jor  S.  Swintou,  Capt.-Lieut.  N.J.Moore, 
Lieuts.  J.  A.  Mein,  McMurdo,  M.  Shawe,  Ensign  B.  Keman,  wounded. 

H.  M.  1»ih  Regl.  —  Umt.  J.  Douglas,  killed;  Capt.-Lieut.  C.  McKeniie, 
lieut.  J.  Kinlock,  J.  Larkin,  Ensign  J.  Bethune,  Acting  Adjutant,  wounded. 

lit  Bait.  2d  N.  /.—Lieut.  Brown,  killed. 

Ijf  Batt.  4(A  N.  r.— Lieut.  Mavor,  killed. 

lit  Batt.  Stk  JV.  r. — Lieuts.  Dsiie,  Fair,  Hunter,  De^praves.  wounded. 

Iff  Batt.  lOM  N.  /.- Lieuts.  Peiric,  killed ;  Taylor,  wounded. 

2d  Batt.  13fA  N.  L— Lieut.-CoI.  Macleod,  Major  McCally,  Lieuts.  Bowdler, 
Harvey,  Smith,  De  Crei.  wounded. 


Howitzers  Brass— Two  8-lneh ;  two  6  do.;  two  ai  do.;  one  5  do.    Total  7. 

Guns Br«sa~Sii  IB  pounders;  7  sixteen  do.;  oat  12  do.;  one  10  do. ;  three 
A  do.;  twenty-two  6  do.;  four  4  do. ;  twelve  3  do.;  nine  2l  do.;  Tour  I  do. 
Total  69. 
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Ll98. 

The  number  of  turabrll*  «nd  quuitit;  irf  unmunitionB  and  stores  Uken  ouuM 
be  ucerUined,  u  ifter  the  tction  and  during  the  night,  >  great  niunber  ot 
tumbrils  vere  blown  up, 

H.  Beauhah, 
pjpf»ln  Commanding  AitiDfiry. 

Cunp  Auye,  S9th  S^itember,  1603. 


Return  of  the  Killed,  Wimtded,  and  Mitung,  in  Uaitenant-GateTal  Lai^t 
AeHonofthe  lOM  October,  1803. 

Comprising  JrtiUerv— Killed  1  Gunner;  Wounded,  1  Lieut. ;  SllndaU;  1  Ha- 
vildar;  1  Ounner;  7  Privates  i  7  Gun  Lsscan.  2d  Batt.  gth  Regt.—K..  1  lieut; 
eSepoys;  W.  1  Ueut.;  3  Subafadan;  2HaTildani  SNaicks;  44Sepoyi.  HiM- 
ing,  1  Sepoy.  Ill  BaU.  1£M  Regi.—^.  1  Ueut. ;  2  Sepojra.  1ft  Batt.  4th  Seel. 
— K.  aHavildara;  15  Sepoys.  W.  1  tS^or;  1  lieut. j  lEns^i  1  Subabdar; 
2  Jemadan ;  3  HsTildan ;  3  Naicki ;  2  Drummers ;  65  Sepoys.  H.  1 1  Sepoyi. 
lj(  Bail,  lith  Regt^K.  2  Sepoys.  W.  1  Ueut, ;  1  Haiildar  i  17  Sepoys..  M.  1 
Havildar.  2d  Bait.  ISth  Regt.—K.  I  Uavildar;  INaidc;  5  Sepoys.  W.  13  Se- 
poys. M.  1  Naick ;  1  Sepoy.  2d  Batt.  16JA  R^.— K.  1  Sepoy,  W.  4  Sepoys. 
Total— K.  IlJeut.i  3HaviLdan;  1  Naicki  1  Gunner ;  39  Sepoys.  W.  I  Msjor; 
5  IJeutS.;  1  EoBign  ;  4  Subahdacs;  2  Jemadars;  ZTindals;  7  Havildars;  5  Naicks; 
l^Gunner;  2  Drummers;  1  Privates;  135  Sepoys;  7  Gan  Lascars.  H.  1  Ha- 
vildar; 1  Naicb;  13  Sepoys. 

Namet  of  the  Officm  Silied  and  Wmmded. 

jirtiUerg—lMat.  Beagham  wounded.  2d  Batt.  tth  Regt.—Ueat.  Grant  kilted, 
Lieut.  Wbittaker,  wounded— aince  dead,  lit  fiott.  12fA  Ji«^f.— Lieut.  Woolet. 
wounded,  tat  Bait.  lAth  Regt.—tStior  Thorau,  Lieut.  Rose,  Ensign  Oliver, 
wounded.     Ill  Ball.  tbthSegt, — Lieut,  Perry,  wounded. 

J.  Obkard,  Adjutant-General. 


Return  of  Ordnance,  Ammvnition,  SfC.  allured  in  the  Fort  of  Agra. 

Camp  at  A^,  October  22, 1803 

BtCMt  Ouf.— One  larp  gun.    This  is  the  fomoiu  piece  known  by  the  name  o 

the  Great  Gna  at  Agra.    It  it  uid  to  be  composed  of  many  metals,  including  a] 

the  prerioui  ones.    Its  ball  meaiures  22  inches:  such  a  one,  if  of  cr^  "- 


veiglis  nearly  1500  lbs.  One  72-ponnder,— Iliis  gun  i«  (aid  to  be  of  the  % 
compoeition  as  the  abore  one.  One20-pr.;  one  10  do.;  five  9  do.  i  one  8  do.  i 
nineteen  6  do. ;  six  5  do.;  aeven  4  do.  j  two  3  do, ;  two  2  do.  fire  1  do.;  two  18 
do.  carronades ;  one  16  du. ;  one  S  do.  csrronade ;  one  3  do.  galloper ;  two  2  da. ; 
one  14  do. ;  three  1  do. ;  nine  wall  guns ;  one  12  Inch  mortar ;  one  S  do. ;  one  6 
do,  howitzer;  one  61  do.;  one  4  2-5ths  do.    Total,  76  brass  guns, of  different 

Iron  Obu.— One  32  pounder ;  one  24  do.  \  one  18  do. ;  fonr  12  do. ;  one  10 
do.;  one  8  do.;  six  6  do. ;  fonr  5  do.  ;  six  4  do. ;  six  3  do, ;  six  3  do.  i  four  Ida.; 

eleven  2  do.  galloper  ;  four  1^  do- ;  four  1  do. ;  26  wall  guna.  Total,  86  iron 
gum,  of  diflerent  natures ;  3.1  tambrils. 

'4&((r<u(.— Bra»  pieces,  of  different  natures,  76 ;  iron  do,  86.  Total,  162. 

Reaua-la. — The  brass  pieces  are  in  general  of  the  same  manufacture  as  those 
taken  in  the  camp  and  town.  Of  the  iron  ones,  sereraJ  ore  wlut  are  termed  Imt 
guns. 

The  whole  are  mounted,  either  on  ttavelliag  carriages  with  elevating  screws. 
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ir  on  comitiy  block  carriages  turoing  oa  a  Urge  pivot,     Sarertl  jpve  carrikgei 
ire  readf  to  recelre  pieces  which  may  be  broken  down. 

Id  the  manzinea  are  lai^  qiuiDtitiet  of  gunpowder,  ahot,  rocket*,  &c.  bnt  the 
precise  wei^t  am'        '  ■  •     • 


It  and  nambsr  not  yet  ascertained. 


Return  of  the  Ordnance,  j4mmunitiim,  tfc.  captured  at  the  attack  of  the 
enemjf't  Camp  under  the  wallt  of  the  Fort,  and  in  the  Town  of  Agra. 
Camp,  October  2%  1803. 

Two  brass  16  ponnders  ;  sixteen  do.  6  do. ;  teren  do.  4  do.  \  one  do. 3  do.;  all 
moanted  on  field  canrUges  with  limben  complete.  Total,  Z6  pieces  of  different 
natures;  2G  tambrils,  laden  with  ammonition  for  the  atmre;  2y  ammanibon 
caninges,  ditto. 

PtmBrkt. — Die  abore  ordnance  appeai'  to  be  perfectly  "  Mrriceable,"  excepting 
one  brass  fonr-ponnder  whicU  is  bnrat. 

The  whole  of  the  pieces  are  of  the  same  numufactare  as  those  captuied  at 
Delhi. 


Return  of  ike  Killed  and  ff^oonded  of  Hit  M^jetttf*  and  the  ffonouraiie 
Companj/'M  TVoopt,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.-Col.  Harcourt,fro)n  the 
24lS  September  to  I4th  October,  1803. 

Driaeh.  of  Btngal  ATlitlery.  Wotuufed— Enropesn,  1  Lienl.  N.  M.  22d  Reg. 
Z4th  Sept.  do.  1  Priv. ;  Hlh  Oct  Kiiled—l  Pri».  fty.^1  CapL ;  8  PriT.  Ul  Div. 
Madrat  European  Reg.  Kd.—l  Prir.  Wd.—\  Sei]. ;  t  Friri.  lit  Bat.  SO(A 
Bengal  Reg.  let  Oct.  fVd.— Native,  1  Harildar ;  1  PriT.  2d  dilla  20M  ditla.  1st 
Oct,  By.— Native,*  Priv.  ZJiHo,  14th  Oct.  ffd.— Native,  3  Prir.  lit  Bal.  9(A 
Madrat  Reg,  Ahmedpoor,  24th  Sep.  TFii.— Nalire,  I  Hbt.  ;  1  Prir.  Dilla,  Beir- 
poorshnttumpoor,  IbI  Oct.  /fd.— Native,!  Priv.  (I'd.— lSubr.(  1  Nugue;  7 
Priv.  Di'»o,atthe  Fort  of  Barrabutty,  14th  Oct.  Wd.— Native,  1  Priv.  ],iBal. 
l9thMadTaiReg.tiiitaedfooi,2ilhSrp.  Wd.—\  Priv.  avta,  1st  Oct.  ditto  7  Priv. 
Ditit,  14th  Oct.  European,  1  Capt.  ;  Native,  2  Jemadars;  I  Havildsc  ;  1  Priv. 
Total,  ^k— Enropean,  S;  Native,  4.     Wd. — European,  17;  Native,  30. 

Wd.— €apt.  Huristone,  of  H.  M.'s  22d  Reg. ;  Capt.  Kenny,  of  the  1st  Batt. 
inh  Madras  Reg. ;  lAeut.  Faithfnll,  of  the  Bengal  Artillery. 

Gbohob  HAKCoumr,  lieot.- Colonel, 
Commanding  in  Cnttack. 


Return  of  the  Killed  and  (Founded  of  Hit  Mqjetta'i  and  the  Honourable 
CoBy>an^t  Trocpt  in  the  AuauU  of  the  Fort  ofBarrubuttj/  on  the  lAth 
October,  under  the  command  nf  Lieut. -Colonel  Harcourt. 

Lsol-Baug  Fort,  Cattack,  October  15, 1803. 
Detach,  of  Bengal  Art.  Tfowid^rf— EuTopeaaa,  1  IJent.  Detach.  ^  H.M. 
2.idKeg.  AiUoJ— Europeans,  1  Priv.  Ifd.— I  Capt.  j  8  Privs.  let  Diu.  Madrai 
JSitnpcwa  Reg.  Kd.~lfni.  H'if.— 1  Seij.;  4  Privs.  VitkBengal  N.Reg.  Kd,~ 
Natives,  3  Privl.  \it  Ball.  9th  Rtg.  Madrat  N.  I.  Ifd.— 1  Pnv.  let  Bait.  \%lh 
Beg.Madrai  N.I.Wd.—'B.Mtofeui,  I  CapL  i  Natives, 2  Jemadnrs ;  1  Havildar; 
i»  Priv*.  Total,  Europeans,  Kd.  2  j  Wd.  16.   Natives,  A'd.  3  ;  Wd.  13. 

Ifd.— Capt.  Huristone,  of  H.  M.'s  22d  Reg.;  CapL  Kenny,  of  the  1st  Ball. 
19tb  Rtf.  Madras  N.  I. ;  LieuU  Faithfnll,  of  the  Bengml  Artillery. 

Francis  Thomfson,  M^or  of  Brigrade. 
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Retvm  of  Killed,  Wounded  and  3/imng,  in  the  Corpt  eompoting  tie  Subti' 
diary  Force  at  the  Siege  of  Aueer-ghur. 

Ill  Butt.  6ih  Reg.— I  Rank  and  File,  killed.     1  Drummer,  4  ditto,  wounded. 
Delact.  Carpi  ^  Pianten, — 1  Puckdlf,  killed.   I  Honeer,  vonnded. 
J.   COLBBEOOKB, 

Dep.  Adj.-Gen.  Snbfjdiaiy  Force. 
Camp,  three  milei  M>Dth  of  AaMcr-gbor,  Oct.  86, 1803. 


Jtttnm  of  Officer*  and  Men  KUled  and  ffounded  in  tha  Action  of  Lattwaree, 
the  \Ho/Noe»mber,  1803. 

Comprising  QenertI  Staff;  Bth  Regt.  Lt.  Drag. ;  2Tth  Hegt  do. ;  29th  Regt.  do. 
7Bth  Regt.  Foot;  ArtUlery;  lit  Hegt.  N.  I. ;  8d  Regt,  do.;  3d  Segt.  do.;  4th 
Regt.  do. ;  6th  Regt.  do. ;  2d  Bat.  9th  Regt.  N.  I. ;  2d  Bat.  8th  R^.  do. ;  1st 
Bat.  12th  do. ;  2d  Bat.  12th  do. ;  let  Bat,  15th  do. ;  2d  Bat.  15th  do. ;  6  Compa. 
16th  do.;   L  Comp.  lit  Bat.  Uthdo. 

Killed— \  M^.-Gen.;  I  Col.;  2  Majors;  1  Capt.;  4  lieut. ;  2  Qr.-Hait; 
2  Corneta;  11  Seij.;  4  Hatroua  ;  67  Rank  and  File  ;  1  Subahdar;  7  Havildan; 
6  NaicVa;  60  Privates;  3  Lascars/— Total  172. 

ffouiuied— 1  Col.;  2  lieut.-Cola. ;  2  Majors;  7  C4>t».i  12  LieutS. ;  3  Qr.- 
Hasters;  3  Comets  and  Ensigns;  27  Serja. ;  6  Hatrouei;  248  Rank  and  Hie; 
IDnimmer;  4Subahdara;  7  Jemadars  ;  26  Havildan;  19  Naidu  ;  279  Privatea; 
S  Laacan;  1  Beaaties.— Total  652. 

Qffietn  KUied  in  the  Acii»n  of  tht  Ut  of  November.  1803. 
'  Hijor-Gen.  Chailes  Waie,  Oeneral  Staff — M^jor  Wiiliain  Campbell,  Dep.  Qr.- 
Maat.  G«n. ;  Lieut.  Duml,  Aide-de-Cimp  to  the  Commander-in-Chief.  H.  M.  Stk 
Regt.  Lt.  Drag.— Col.  T.  P.  Vandeleur,  Capt.  Story.  H.  M.  29(4  Bt^l.  Drag. 
H^or  Grifflth,  Comet  Fitxgerald,  Qr.-Mait.  Philler,  Qr.-Mast.  R.  HaGougfair. 
lat  Regt.  N.  C— Comet  Coxwell.  H.  M.  76IA  Ae^.— Lieot.  and  At^j.  Heulh. 
L'eut.  Hurd.     1«  Bat.  lbt\  Regt.  S. /.— Ueut.  Lambert. 

Ogioer*  Wounded  in  the  Jctien  of  the  \tt  of  November,  1803. 
Oeneral  Stqff~Utat.-Coi.  Geraid,  Adj.-Gen.  i  Hiyor  G.  A.  F.  lake.  Secretary 
to  the  Commander-in-Chief ;  Capt.  J.  Campbell,  Gram.  Agent  attached  to  Head 
Quarters ;  Lieut.  Aahunt,  commanding  the  Escort  with  hia  Eicellency  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. H.  M.  8tk  Regt.  Lt.  Drag, — Lieut.  Lyndon,  aince  dead ;  Lieat. 
■WeUard.  H.  M.  2714  Regt.  U.  Drag-.— Capt.  White,  Capt.  Mylne,  Capt.  Sandya, 
Lieut.  Gore,  M^or  of  Bripde.  H.  M.  29th  Segt.  lA.  t>rag-.— Lieut.  Holstead.  since 
dead;  Capt.  Sloane;  Lieut.  Thome,  Qr.-Maat.  Tallen.  Id  Regt.  N.  C— Lieut. 
Comish.  ith  Regt.  N.  C— Lieut.  Held.  6f4  Regt.  N.  C— Comet  DickaoD. 
H.  M.  7614  Regt.  R— Capt.  Robertaon,  Lieut.  Manton,  Lieut.  Wibnei,  IJeut. 
Sinclair.  1*1  Bat.  \2lh  Regl.  N.  /.—Ensign  Dalton.  2d  Bat.  I2JA  N.  I. — H^jor 
Gt«goi7>  Capt.  Fletdier,  Lieut.  Ryan,  lit  Bat.  iai4A^.  ^.  J.— Col.  Macdonald. 
2d  Bat.  1614  Regt.  N.  /.— Lieut..Co1.  White,  Ensign  G.  Deane  Heathcote. 

J.  GiHABD,  A4iutaot-Genenl. 


Report  of  the  Ordnance,  tfc.  Captured  at  Latttoaree  on  the  Ul  ^  Pfo- 
vemier,  1803. 

Camp  at  Lasawaree,  3d  November,  1803. 
One  Braaa  18  Pounder  Carronade;  six  do.  16  do. ;  twenty-aix  do.  6  Pounden  • 
four  do.  4  do. :  aixteen  do.  3  do.  i  one  do.  2j  do. ;  two  Iron  16  do. ;  two  do.  3} 
do.  Gallopers  1  two  do.  1}  do.;  two  Brass  8-inch  Mortals;  one  Brass  S.inch 
Howitzer ;  four  do.  6  do.  do. ;  one  do.  5,  B  do.  do. ;  one  do.  &,  4  do.  do. ;  two  do. 
5,  2  do.  do.  The  whole  mounted  on  fleld  carnages,  with  limber*  and  trace*  com- 
plete. 
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Seventy-one  pieces  of  cannoa  of  diObrent  calibrei. 

Siity-four  tumbrili  complete,  laden  with  unmunitioii,  ■iid44  itandofcoloun. 

Ditto  ditto  blown  up  on  the  field  of  battle,  thenumbei  not  ucertained. 

The  whole  of  the  above-mentioDed  ordnance  appean  aemceable,  with  the  ez- 
ceptiao  of  dght  pieces  of  snull  ordnance. 

The  iron  gunj  are  of  European  muuficture.  The  bnua  guns,  mortara,  and 
bowitzen  have  been  cait  in  India,  one  Dutch  aii-pounder  excepted.  The  dimen- 
■iona  are  in  general  those  of  the  French.  The  mortars  and  howitzers  are  (Umithed 
with  elevating  screws,  made  by  a  simple  and  ingenioua  MUustmeot,  to  give  either 
of  them  the  double  capacity  of  mortar  and  howitzer.  The  Ammunition  ii  made 
up  in  the  same  manner  as  that  taken  at  Delhi. 

nity-seven  carta  or  backreea  Uden  with  matchlocks,  moskets,  and  stores,  also 
twdve  aitiflcen'  carts. 

J.    ROBINBOH, 

C^itain  Commanding  the  Artillery. 


Abttraa  of  the  KUM,  IFoanded  and  Muting;  of  the  Tto«^  under  the 
eimmand  of  Migor-Genenl  the  Hottmirable  Arthur  fTelleilA/,  onlieWlh 
Nooember  1803,  in  the  Action,  on  theplami  qf  Argaum,  tetth  the  United 
Armlet  of  Dmelut  Rm  Scindtah,  ana  the  ILyah  of  Berar,  commanded  bt/ 
thf  Maharajah,  and  MannM  Bappoo,  brother  to  the  Rajah  of  Berar. 

M^-Gen.Wellciley's  Division.  Buropaau — killed.  13 ;  wounded,  101.  Nativet 
— killed.  21 ;  wounded,  93;  missing,  4.  Honet — killed,  6;  wounded,  3 ;  missing,  9. 
The  Nizam's  Subddiaiy  Force,  furopanu — killed,  2 ;  wounded,  44 ;  missing,  3. 
Nativet — killed,  10;  wounded,  65;  missing,!.  Hortet — killed,  IS;  wounded,  6; 
missing,  2. 

Qglcin  (TOTrnded.— Capt.  J.  H.  Vernon. 2d  Batt.  ISthReg.N.t.  Lieut.  Lang- 
lands,  H.H.'s74thReg.;  and  Lieut.  A.  Turner,  1st  Batt.  3d  Reg.  K.L 

Qffcen  iVounded. — Captains  Burke,  and  Ddrymple,  of  the  Artillery.  Ueut. 
Bamby,  6th  Reg.  Cavalry.  Lieutenants  Junes  Donald,  John  Robertson,  and  Fre- 
derick Campbell,  of  H.  H.'s  94th  Seg. 

B.  Bahclit. 

Dep,  Adj.-Oen.  Mysore. 


Belurn  of  the  Killed,  /Founded  and  Mitting,  of  the  TVoopt  under  the 
command  of  M^for-General  the  Honourable  Arthur  /Felletley,  Ji-om  the 
€lh  to  the  I5th  of  December  1803,  iMlutwe,  during  the  Siege  andin 
the  Storming  of  GauHiegAur, 

The  Troopa  composing  the  Honounble  Mqor-Qeneral  Wellesley's  Division  of  the 

H.  M.  74ttfleg-.— Wbundad,  1  Corporal. 
H.  W.  IHlh  Ref.—fVmtmi^.  1  Private. 
Tlie  lit  Ball.  2d  Reg.  N.  /.— IFduikM,  4  Sepoys. 
The  lit  Ball.  3d  fUg.  N.  I.— Wounded,  a  Sepoya, 
The  \H  Ball.  Sth  Reg.  N.  I.—lVounded,  3  Sepoys. 
na  lit  Bait.  lOth  R^.  N.  I.—KiUed.  1  Havildar;  Miiang,  1  Sepoy. 
Tlie  Troops  composing  the    Subsidiary  Force   serving  with  His  Highness  the 
Soubahdar  of  the  Deccan  : 
ArtUlery.—KHM,  1   Matroas;  Wounded,  1  Coiporri ;  1  Mattross,  and  S.Gnn 

H.  M.  94U  Reg.—Kd.  3  Rank  and  File.     Wd.  2  Seqs.  and  SI  Rank  and  File. 
The  2d  Ball.  2d  Beg.  N.  I.—IVd.  2  Sepoys. 
TTte  lif  Ball.  6thReg.  N.  I.—Kd.  1  Sepoy.   IFd.  5  ditto. 
The  2ct  Batt.  7IA  Reg.  N.  I^Kd.  I  Lieut,  and  2  Sepoys.   Wd.  1  Lieut,  1  HavUdtr 
■nd  IG  Sepoys. 
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TIie2dBaU.yihN,I.—Kd.  1  Sepoy.  JTd.  3  ditto. 

The  1«t  Bait.  Ulh  Beg.  N.  /^— Kd.  3  Sepoyi.  Wd.  I  Ueut.-Col.  uid  6  Sqwys. 
Mg.  1  Sepoy. 

The  2d  Batt.  1  Uh  Beg.  N.  I.—Kd.  1  Sepoy.     Wd.  1  HaTildu,  tod  6  Sepoys. 

Pianeert.—fFd.  1  Priv,   Mg.  1  Priv. 

Qfflc^i^Kd.  Lient.  Young,  of  tbe  2d  Batt.  Tdi  Reg.  N.  1.  ffd.  Lient.-Col. 
Kenny,  Commuidiiig  tbe  lit  Batt.  Uth  Beg.  N.  1.  uid  Lieut  Farlby,  of  the  Sd 
Ban.  }th  Reg.  N,  I. 

Abilraet  of  the  KiUed,  Wouiuled  and  Miuiitg. 

The  Hon.  Hnj.-Gen.  Wellealey'i  DiTiaioD.  Europeaiu  wounded,  S.  Natiea — 
killed,  1 ;  wounded,  9 ;  mu^g,  1 .  The  Troops  compoBing  the  Sub.  Force.  Ban- 
jtmrn— killed,  5 ;  wounded,  57.   Nativei — killed,  7 ;  wounded,  43 ;  miBting,  2. 

B.  BABCI.&T, 


Cunp  at  Deogaum,  16th  December,  1 


Dept.A4it.-Gen.  in  Hytore. 


Return  of  Ordnance,  Ife.  fi>und  rn  the  Fort  of  Guyl-ghw. 

Camp  near  Qn;l-gbur,  16th  December,  1803. 

Ordnance  bnas  Quns,  serviceable. — One  IS  pounder;  two  14  do.;  one  11  do.; 
four  9  do. ;  two  6  do. ;  two  6  do. ;  one  5  do. ;  nine  4  do. ;  Ave  3  do. ;  one  2}  do. : 
two  2  do.  i  two  1)  do.;  two  1  do.  Ordnance  bntu  Ouna,  unserviceable. — One  9 
pounder ;  one  4  do. ;  one  1  do.  Ordnance  iron  Guns,  aerviceable. — One  9  pounder; 
one  I  do.  BrMi  Mortan,  serviceable.— One  lUindi.  Bnss  Howitxen,  service- 
able.— One  10-inch  j  one  S-inch.  Malabar  Guns  of  various  Calibies  found  in  the 
place. — Ten.    Total  number  pieces  of  Ordnance  found  in  the  place,  52. 

Upwards  of  2,000  staod  of  En^iah  Arms,  ISO  Wall  Keces,  cmrryii^  from  i  to  I 
pound  balls,  and  a  variety  of  country  Amu,  not  yet  collected. 

W.  Bdieb, 
Capt.  Comdg.  Arty.  Subai^aiy  Force. 


APPENDIX  Q. 

iMt  of  Chief*  andStalet  m  Hindottan  teith  ulumt  Treatiet  kaoe  been  eo»- 
cludedonthe  Part  of  the  Brilith  Goeenment,  by  kit  EaceUenc]!  General 
Lake,  Cotnmander-in-Chlef,  lie. 

R^tah  RuQjeet  Slitg,      1   Treaty  S^ned  29th  September,  1603. 
RivahofBhur^rare.   J   EHtto  Ratified  22d  October,  1803. 

I    Treaty  Signed  I4th  November,  ISi 
I   Ditto  Ratified  19th  December,  ISG 


Rl|i«b  Jnggnt  Sing, 

R«jah  of  Jynaghur.  _, ^, 

The  R^iah  engages  that  be  never  will  eotettaiD  in  his  service  any  Eo^ish  or 
Frenchmen,  or  any  Europeans,  without  the  consent  of  the  Brillsb  Oovenunent. 


R^ah  Haun  Sing,      1   Treaty  Signed  22d  December,  1803. 
Rqah  of  Jodepoor.  J"  Ditto  Ratified  13th  January,  1804. 
The  Mme  stipulation  with  regard  to  Frenchmen,  and  other  Europeans,  a 
imah  ot  Jynagbur's  treaty  contains. 
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Rajth  Keerut  Sing,   1    Tre»ty  Signed  17lh  JnnuaTj,  1804. 
lUna  of  Gohud.     /  Ditto  Ratlfled  3d  Miich,  ISM. 
Engages  not  to  entertuD  any  French  or  English  subject!,  or  uij  Europetns  in 
his  icmce  vdthout  tbe  consent  of  the  British  GoverDment. 

Three  bstulions  of  the  bonoursble  Company's  SepoTi  to  be  perminentty  sta- 
tioned in  the  Raoa's  dominions,  for  the  protection  of  his  country,  for  which  the 
Ran*  it  to  pay  to  the  Company,  in  monthly  instalments,  25,000  sicca  rupees  for 
each  battalion,  amounting  to  the  monthly  sum  of  TS.OOO  rupees,  or  nine  lacs  of 
rupees  annually. 


APPENDIX  R. 

Tkg  htargueu  fftlltilep  lo  tht  Right  Hon.  H.  ^ddmglon,  ^.  ^■. 

(Private  and  ConBdential.) — Extract. 

Mt  MAk  Addihi»oh,  Buraekpore,  Feb.  12,  1803. 

I  return  you  many  tbanka  for  your  kind  letter  marked  "  Secret"  ol  the  2eth  of 
September  1802.  You  vill  poceire  by  my  despatches  to  tbe  Coart  of  Director*, 
and  by  my  "  Private"  letter  of  this  date  to  you,  that  1  am  entirely  satisfled  irtth 
the  mcMuiea  which  you  have  taken  for  removing  the  difflcuHies  which  opposed 
my  further  continuance  in  India.  Lord  Castlenagh't  conduct  and  language  are 
also  perfectly  satishctory,  and  I  anticipate  an  able  and  successful  administration  of 
Indhm  aRlrs  under  hli  superinteadence. 

The  attack  on  the  recent  settlement  of  the  Camatic  proceeds  tmm  the  Nabob's 
creditors,  who  vronld  however  have  acted  more  wisely  if  they  had  remained  quiet, 
and  had  trusted  tbeiT  cause  to  me,  M  a  proper  season,  after  the  confirmation  of 
the  treaty  in  En^and.  I  should  have  proposed  a  just  settlement  of  thdr  demanda 
on  the  basis  once  proposed  by  me  to  the  Nabob  Omdut  u1  Omrah,  in  a  letter  dated 
the  24th  April  1199.*  The  Nabob  peremptorily  rejected  that  part  of  my  plan  In 
the  same  ipiiit  of  profligate  treachery  which  marked  all  his  proceedings ;  and  If 
the  treasons  of  his  fiuttijess  Highness  had  eacaped  with  impunity,  the  cmliton 
would  have  retuned  no  better  security  for  their  claims  than  the  Company  for  its 
subsidy.  The  new  settlement  affords  an  opportunity  for  providing  ftinds  for  the 
-  gradual  discluuge  of  such  part  of  the  debt  as  may  be  deemed  just  and  legal  alter 
a  full  enquiry  by  a  competent  authority ;  and  my  opinion  always  has  been,  that 
■ome  enquiry  of  thii  description  ought  to  precede  any  anangement  respecting  the 
debts  of  the  Nabob  of  tbe  Csmatic,  The  Imprudence  of  the  creditors  will  not 
induce  me  to  oppoae  any  just  and  reasonable  arrangement,  but  I  will  never  re- 
commend nor  tacitly  submit  to  any  geueial  admowledgment  of  the  legality  of  the 
whole  debt  j  many  branches  of  it  are  certainly  usurious,  and  connected  with  vio- 
lent outrage*  upon  the  Company's  legal  authority ;  others  may  deserve  considera- 
tion, and  some  are  entitled  to  finour.  The  time  It  now  arrived  when  it  may  Ik 
proper  to  institute  an  enquiry  under  the  authority  of  Parliament,  or  of  a  com- 
mistion  with  Uie  aid  of  Uie  local  government  of  ludU.  I  trust  that  you  will  tread 
this  ground  with  caution,  since  it  would  be  equally  uiijust  to  burthen  the  putilic 
(i.  e.  the  Company}  with  the  whole  debt,  and  to  preclude  all  consideration  of  the 
claim*  of  the  creditors. 

The  settlement  of  the  Camatic  is,  perb^x,  the  most  salutary  and  useful  mea- 
sure which  ha*  been  adopted  since  the  acquisition  of  the  Dewanny  of  Bengal.  The 
justice  of  the  transaction  is  as  unquestionable  a*  it*  policy ;  and  I  confess  that  1 
never  expected  blame  for  any  part  of  it,  excepting  the  delay  of  judgment  after  full 

•  Vol.  I.  p.  541. 
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conviction  of  the  crimind.  Thu  delay  proceeded  from  mixed  conridentiDDi  of 
lenity  and  poticy.  uid  it  iffonli  the  most  inconteltible  proof  of  the  delibentioD 
with  which  1  proceeded,  1  «m  !i»ppy  to  he«r  that  my  cause  (whicb  is  thit  of 
Greit  Britain  in  India]  will  be  bo  tuinouiably  and  ably  defended ;  but  I  must  say, 
that  so  far  from  entcitaining  any  apprehension  of  censura  (for  having  raved  the 
interests  of  my  county'  from  the  most  atrocious  of  tiaitors,  and  for  having  ren- 
dered his  tieasona  a  fresh  source  of  wealth  and  power  to  the  Company)  I  claim 
from  the  public  as  great  a  tribute  of  gratitude,  on  account  of  my  lenice  in  the 
rescue  of  the  CamaUc.  as  I  received  for  the  conquest  and  settlement  of  Mysore. 
Perbaps,  indeed,  the  advantages  secured  in  the  Camatic  may  be  found,  upon  accu- 
rate eiamination,  to  lurpasa  those  obtained  in  Mysore,  and  the  difliculty  of  con- 
ducting the  settlement  in  the  Camatic,  was  at  least  equal  to  that  of  the  negotia- 
tioDB  and  war  with  TIppoo  Sultaun.  With  regard  to  uiy  other  meditated  attacks, 
it  vrill  be  soon  enough  to  think  of  them  when  they  shall  appear  in  any  distinct 
form.  The  state  of  every  branch  of  this  goiemment,  and  the  conscious  sense  of 
tbe  motives  which  have  governed  every  measure  of  my  Hdministntion,  preclude 
me  from  anticipating  any  attack,  which  has  not  been  distinctly  announced. 

You  will  receive  by  this  despatch,  and  by  the  SictiUoic  packet,  the  most  ample 
details  respecting  Oude.  My  brother  Henry  will  returu  to  Europe  in  the  Stoailoir. 
1  request  you  to  read  the  documents  respecting  Oude  transmitted  by  the  Telegraph 
at  your  earliest  leisure  :  for  although  I  trust  that  the  SiPoUotB  may  be  despatched 
Boon  after  the  Telegraph,  it  will  be  a  great  advantage  in  your  conversations  with 
Mr.  Welleiley,  that  you  should  previously  have  considered  the  correspondence  with 
Oude.  Vou  may  be  assured  that  1  continue  to  repose  the  most  cordial  conBdence 
in  your  public  and  private  honour,  nor  have  my  sentiments  of  friendship,  klnd- 
oeaa,  and  personal  respect,  ever  suffered  the  slightest  abatement.  The  information 
which  I  have  received  from  various  quarters,  of  tbe  zeal,  assiduity  and  firmness 
which  have  distinguished  your  support  of  my  public  character  and  public  services 
in  the  present  crisis,  has  not  been  lost  upon  my  mind,  but  it  has  not  in  any  degree 
excited  an  emotion  of  surprize.  Whatever  may  be  the  vicissitudes  of  public 
a&irs,  I  think  I  can  rely  on  the  immutable  firmness  of  our  friendship.  1  have 
suffered  the  most  severe  pun  from  witnessing,  even  at  this  distance,  the  differences 
which  prevail  between  some  of  those  persons  who  must  ever  be  the  primary  ob- 
ject* of  my  esteem  and  regard,  as  well  as  of  my  most  respectful  attachment,  I 
trust  In  God,  tbat  1  shall  uever  be  called  upon  to  decide  upon  ■  choice  of  political 
alternatives,  wbich  must  involve  my  friendship  witb  one  or  either  of  such  parties. 
Hy  greatest  ambition,  upon  my  return  to  Europe,  would  be,  Co  become  the  bond 
of  union  between  them,  and  to  be  the  iostrument  of  recondllog  those  who  ought 
never  to  have  been  divided.  Having  no  personal  objects  to  pursue,  having  been 
removed  from  the  scene  of  contention,  and  possessing,  I  trust,  the  confidence  of 
all  my  former  friends,  my  endeavours  will  be  uniformly  directed  to  produce  such  a 
co-operation  among  them  as  shall  present  the  most  formidable  obstacle  to  the 
success  of  the  enemies  of  the  public  safety,  and  of  tbe  established  constitution. 
With  these  aentiments,  I  desire  neither  power,  emolument  nor  honours  upon  my 
Ktum  to  England ;  my  wish  is,  to  preserve  the  regard  of  my  friends  for  myself, 
and  to  preserve,  or  rather  to  restore  their  union  for  the  preservation  of  the  coun- 
try. In  such  a  course,  office  or  honours  will  not  engage  my  attention,  but  I  never 
will  withhold  my  asaistancc  from  the  public  service,  while  the  cause  which  has  so 
long  united  us,  shall  demand  my  exeitlous. 

I  congratult^  you  on  your  prosperous  state  of  finance  in  England.  The  finances 
of  India  will,  1  Crust,  far  surpass  your  most  sanguine  eipect-tions  in  the  course  of 
uiother  year. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  d 
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7S«  Marqueu  IFellalty  to  the  Right  Hon.  H.  AMagton,  gfc.  ^. 

(PriTite.) 

Mr  DBAB  Sik,  Bunckpore,  Feb.  13,  1603. 

On  the  29tk  of  Juiu&rf  I  hkd  the  utisftction  to  receiTc  your  letter  of  tbe  27th 
September  1802,  together  with  s  despatch  from  the  Court  of  Directors,  under  date 
the  29th  September  1802.  You  will  have  leaint  from  my  letter  to  the  Court  of 
Director!  of  the  24th  December  1802,  that  the  extnoidinary  atate  of  ofaiis  in  the 
Hafantta.  empire  had  induced  me  to  determine  tn  remain  in  India  for  another 
feaaOD  ;  the  grounds  of  this  determination,  as  well  u  the  effects  which  will  pro- 
bably te»ult  bom  it,  will,  I  trust,  be  approved  by  his  Majesty's  eonfldentW  minis, 
ten.  1  entertain  a  firm  hope  that  the  issue  of  the  present  crisis  at  Poonah  will 
prove  fevourable  to  the  preservation  of  tranquillity  in  IniUa,  and  will  furnish  con- 
aidenble  additional  security  to  the  British  interests  in  this  quarter  of  tbe  globe ' 
and  I  expect  that  the  commotions  which  have  prevailed  among  tbe  Mabratta  states 
will  subaide  in  the  courae  of  a  few  months,  without  any  interruption  of  the  amica~ 
ble  relations  subsisting  between  the  Company  and  any  of  the  native  powen. 

His  Hqesty's  ministers  will  have  remarked  in  my  determination  to  await  in 
India  tbe  result  of  the  commoiions  of  the  Mahratta  empire,  that  my  most  aniious 
solicitude  is  directed  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  my  arduous  trust ; 
and  that  I  am  sincerely  disposed  to  sacrifice  every  subordinate  consideration  to  ray 
sense  of  tbe  eiigency  of  the  public  service.  With  these  sentiments,  the  desire 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  convey  to  me  in  the  name  of  his  Mnjesty's  confi- 
dential servants,  that  I  should  remain  in  India  until  the  dose  of  this  year,  would 
have  claimed  my  implicit  obedience  under  an;  dieumstances,  or  in  any  itate  of 
the  alhirs  of  this  empire.  Tbe  nature  of  the  chai^  which  I  hold  absolutely  re- 
quires my  submission  to  the  convenience  of  bis  Majesty's  counsels  in  the  dehberate 
choice  of  my  successor,  nor  can  I  imagitie  any  consideration  which  would  justify 
•n  kbmpt  dodlction  of  luch  a  troit,  excepting  only  the  impossibility  of  exerdiing 
It  with  advantage  to  the  great  public  interests  whidi  it  involve. 

The  o|rinlon  which  Us  H^jeitys  minlitcrB  are  pleased  to  express  of  tny  services, 
tbe  support  which  they  have  aflbrded  to  this  government  in  my  hands,  and  the 
authori^  and  advantage  which  must  be  derived  from  their  aid  and  co-operation, 
enable  me  to  retain  my  station  with  a  confldence  of  success :  and  I  therefore  as- 
sure you  that  (unless  some  unfortunate  accident  of  bad  health  should  compel  me 
to  depart,)  I  will  remain  in  India  until  the  month  of  January  1804. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  the  additional  assurance  of  the  high  con- 
sideration with  which  1  have  received  so  honourable  a  testimony  of  the  fiivourable 
opinion  of  his  Majesty's  present  ministers.  Nor  should  1  eipress  my  personal 
sentiments  with  justice  or  truth,  if  I  omitted  my  cordial  declaration,  that  it  would 
require  a  powerful  Impulse  of  public  duty  to  induce  me  to  vrithhold  my  assistance 
from  any  branch  of  the  public  service,  wUch  appeared  to  them  to  demand  my 
exertions. 

Believe  me  tti  be,  with  sincere  respect  and  esteem, 
my  dear  Sir, 


END   OF   VOLUME   HI. 
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